
  

COVID-19 Updates 
• Vaccination requirements have been lifted; masks are not required. 
• People experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or other 

transmissible illnesses should not attend prayer, learning, social or 
other events at the Shul. 

• If you have tested positive for COVID-19, please follow CDC 
guidelines before returning to Shul. 

The Board of Directors appreciates the congregation’s 
understanding as the many varying interests of our members were 
considered, and look forward to increasing our opportunities to 
Daven, learn, and spend time together. 

 
 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by Sheila Gaisin in honor of the birth of her granddaughter, Elisheva 
Chaya, born to her son and daughter-in-law, Shlomo & Chanalea Gaisin of Suffern, NY. Mazal Tov also 
to Uncle Jeremy, Uncle Reuven & Tanta Shera and all of the other aunts, uncles and cousins, and by  

Sara Silver to commemorate the Shloshim of her mother, Vivian Silver, Vitya Bat Moshe Yehuda, Z”L. 

YISE Youth Announcements 
Teen Minyan - The Teen Minyan, led by Rabbi Moshe Holzer, meets 
at 9:15 AM every Shabbos in The House next to the Shul. Kiddush 
is served after Davening. 
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, December 10, from 10:00 AM until 
Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler room off 
the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) in the room behind the 
balcony. Ages 6-9 years will meet at Shomrai and walk to the 
Yeshiva. For more information, contact Debbie Katz at 
dkatz@yise.org  
Shabbos Group for 5th and 6th Grade Girls will gather in the front 
yard of The House next to the Shul promptly at 10 am and go inside 
together. See flyer for details. 
Junior Congregation for boys in grades 4 - 6 with Jay Marcus. Meet 
in the Lower Lobby at 9:55 and walk to the Yeshiva at 10:00. See 
flyer for details. 
Dor L'Dor - The Family Chevrusah-style Learning in a fun 
environment! Next session will take place this Motzei Shabbos, 
December 10, 7:00 PM in the Social Hall. This session is sponsored 
anonymously L’Ilui Nishmas Faiga Chava Bas Moshe. See flyer for 
details. 
Save the date! Paint the Lights Chanukah Celebration with Talya 
Weinberg! Sunday, December 18 at 2:30 PM - Including painting, 
arts and crafts, latkes and donuts, and fun for the whole family! 
Sponsorships welcome! More details to come. For more 
information, contact jmarcus@yise.org See flyer for details. 
 

Shabbos Schedule 
Minyan locations are B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall, 

 LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, 
H = The House 

Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 4:27 
• Mincha: 4:30 (B), 4:25 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 

(Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 4:25 (B), 4:20 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends: 5:30 
Divrei Torah/Shiurim: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Postelnek 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Postelnek 
• Shiur after Mincha Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 
Kiddush Sponsors: 
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by the Hashkamah 

Minyan Group. 
• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by the Mehlman Family on the 

Yahrzeit of their mother, Gittel Leah Bas Moshe Dovid, A”H, and by 
Patty & Eric Towler on the birth of their grandson, Yonatan 
Eliezer, born to their children Sylvia & Shmuel Mischel.  
 
 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
December 9 - 10, 2022 - 16 Kislev 5783 - Parshas Vayishlach 

Light Candles by 4:27 - Havdalah 5:30 

 
 

YISE Programs and Listings 
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura on the Parsha, now learning the Kedushas Levi. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and 
Holidays by learning the Kedushas Levi’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos morning. This week’s Shiur will be led by Rabbi Postelnek. 
See flyer for details. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Following the Hashkamah Minyan, learning Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. This week’s 
Shiur will be led by Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman. 
Bug Checking Seminar - Hands-on presentation with Rabbi Sholom Tendler of the Star-K, this Sunday, December 11, 8:00 PM - 9:30 PM, in the 
Social Hall and on Zoom A. For more info, please contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com See flyer for details. 
Ask the Rabbi - Come join our virtual, interactive monthly program featuring different Halachic topics! This month's topic: Chanukah. The first 
45 minutes is for Shailos submitted in advance and the last 15 minutes is for Q & A. Send in your questions to: AskTheRabbi@yise.org by 
Sunday, December 11. The program will take place on Tuesday, December 13, 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM on Zoom A. For more info. and to submit 
questions by phone or anonymously, contact Miriam Friedman at 301-754-1517 or mfriedman2@yahoo.com To sponsor the program, please 
contact the YISE office. See flyer for details. 
Mark your calendars for the next Ruach Minyan - Friday, December 16. Mincha is in the Belonofsky Sanctuary, followed by Kabbalos 
Shabbos and Maariv in the Social Hall. IY”H the Baal Tefilah will be Yosef Lindell. Bring your family and invite your friends. It’s going to be 
Gevaldic! For questions, contact Adam Bashein: 301-943-4370 or adambashein@gmail.com 
Preparing for Chanukah - Please join us from 8:30 PM - 9:00 PM in the Bais Medrash on Wednesday. December 14 for a Shiur from Rabbi Postelnek 
and at 8:30 PM on Wednesday, December 21, in the Small Social Hall for a Chanukah Kumzitz! See flyer for details. 
Trivia Night - December 17, 8:00 PM at YISE. RSVP at www.yise.org/trivia $12 in advance, $15 at the door. See flyer for details. 
 
 

Condolences 
• Debra Sapper on the passing of her husband, Art Sapper. Shiva will 

be observed at 818 Bromley Street through Thursday morning. The 
Minyan schedule is as follows: Shacharis - Sunday, 8:00 AM, 
Monday, 6:45 AM Tuesday, 7:00 AM and Mincha/Maariv - Sunday 
through Tuesday, 4:30 PM. Visitors are requested Sunday through 
Wednesday, with no visits between 11:30 AM and 1:30 PM, between 
6:00 PM and 8:00 PM or after 9:00 PM. The family requests people 
wear masks in the Shiva house. 

mailto:dkatz@yise.org
mailto:jmarcus@yise.org
mailto:mfriedman2@yahoo.com
mailto:mfriedman2@yahoo.com
mailto:adambashein@gmail.com
http://www.yise.org/trivia


Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur 
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all 
come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives 
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different 
remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship on 
an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to 
commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great 
way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while helping YISE at a 
time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not available. 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 
(per day):  
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha 
Shiurim together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship at 
$54 each.  
 
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 

 
 

  

Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for 
this Past Week: 

Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi 

Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur and in memory of parents, 
Avraham Ben Tzvi HaLevi & Ada Bas Menachem Aryeh, Z”L, and Rabbi 
Hillel & Mrs. Myrna Klavan, Z”L. 

Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehilim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur 
• Sheila Gaisin to commemorate the Yahrzeit of her mother-in-law, Sophia 

Gaisin, Sara Gittel Bas Avraham, Z”L whose Yahrzeit was the 7th of 
Kislev. 

Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara  Shiur 
• Art Boyars on the anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah, to remember his tutor, 

his mother, Sarah Boyars, Z”L. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in honor of Rabbi Grossman and all those who attend his Shiur. 
8:45 Minyan Drasha 
• Art Boyars on the anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah, to remember his tutor, 

his mother, Sarah Boyars, Z”L. 
  
 

    

Weekday Shiurim 
Options for in-person and remote learning are listed below. For 

the latest list and times, go to: 
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim 
followed by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday 
through Friday, 9:30 AM, Zoom A, will not take place on 
Wednesday, December 14, or Thursday, December 15. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, 
followed by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through 
Thursday, 7:30 PM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women 
(spiritual self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, 
now learning Mishlei, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning 
Sefer Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - 
Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM. Shiurim: 
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel 
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced Jew - 

Rabbi Hillel Shaps 
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak 

Grossman 
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging Parsha 

Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter 
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, 

Sundays at 10:00 AM, Zoom C. 
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at 

Shomrai) - 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact 
Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.  
• For Men: 

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page 
Gemara. 

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading 
Responsa - Zoom E. 

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei 
Hatorah Gemara Skills Building - Zoom F. 

• For Women: 
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter – Parsha Journeys 

- Zoom D. 
• SCP (Semichas Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM at 

YISE. Join the fastest growing Halacha learning program in 
the world! Register online at 
https://thegreaterwashingtoncommunitykollel.com/scp 
See flyer for details. 

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin, 
Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco 
Beit Midrash. 

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social Hall, 
9:00 PM - 10:00 PM For more information, contact Rabbi 
Levy 240-423-8810. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s 
Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 8:45 AM, studying 
Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B. 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, 
Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the Torah 
from a Deeper Perspective”, in-person in the Small Beis 
Medrash and on Zoom G. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, 
learning Maseches Bava Metzia, Daf 3a. Wednesday 
evenings at 8:00 PM on Zoom H. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the 
meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 or 929-205-6099 and enter 
the meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, passcode Winter (phone 667362) 
Zoom E: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom F: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
Zoom H: ID: 849 3898 4989, passcode 161699 
 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
• Simi & Sammy wish Debbie & Marc a happy anniversary! 

 

 

 

  

 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a series on the laws of 
Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at the home 
of David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to 
join the WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at rypostelnek@yise.org 
Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos  
Monthly Shalosh Seudos - First Shabbos of each month. To sponsor, 
contact Simi Franco at 301-593-4465, ext. 103, or office@yise.org 
Volunteers are needed to set up and clean up. Contact Ethan Cohen at 
ecohen@yise.org to be part of the rotation. See flyer for details. 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and clean 
up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know when you 
are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Online YISE Cholim List - Go to https://wp.yise.org/cholim to add a name 
to the list. The list is used at the 8:45 Minyan on Monday, Thursday, and 
Shabbos. For questions about Mi Sheberach guidelines, contact Rabbi 
Rosenbaum. For other questions, contact Seth Katz at sethkatz@yise.org 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, 
provides assistance to families undergoing medical crises. For information, 
please contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or 
Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at 
https://audio.yise.org 
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The Week Ahead Sunday 
December 11 

Monday 
December 12 

Tuesday 
December 13 

Wednesday 
December 14 

 

Thursday 
December 15 

Friday 
December 16 

  
Shacharis 

Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 
 Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 4:35 4:35 / 7:30 4:35 / 7:30 4:35 / 7:30 4:35 / 7:30 See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 4:30 4:30 4:30 4:30 4:30 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:55 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:24 AM, Latest Netz: 7:22 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 9:39 AM, Earliest Mincha: 12:35 PM, Earliest Shkia: 4:45 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 5:32 PM 

Community Programs & Listings 
Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a 
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209. 
SHIFT - Shul Initiative For The Singles presents Meet the Shadchanim - Representatives from our many Shuls who know our local Baltimore singles. 
Motzei Shabbos, December 10, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM for single men, 8:00 PM - 9:30 PM for single ladies. *Representatives (e.g., married relatives, 
friends) of singles can come any time. Darchei, 3201 Seven Mile Lane. Pre-registration is required by email to baltimoreshift@gmail.com We are 
looking forward to seeing you! Baltimore SHIFT. 
How to get the most out of your Parent-Teacher Conferences - Sunday, December 11, 8:00 PM on Zoom. Even if you’ve already experienced 
conferences this year, this open-to-the-community workshop can help you navigate your relationship with your child's teacher/parent. Register at  
http://tiny.cc/arise-tsgw Sponsored by the Torah School of Greater Washington. 
In G-d We Trust - Exploring the relationship and balance between Relying on G-d/Bitachon & Human Endeavor/Hishtadlus, based on the teachings of 
11th century scholar, Rabbeinu Bachya’s Treatise on Trust - Shaar Habitachon. Wednesdays, 12:15 PM - 1:00 PM on Zoom, beginning December 14. 
Presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps. To register, visit https://linksgw.org/classes 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, December 14, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
A Taste of Hope - Join the Greater Washington community on Thursday, December 15, 7:30 PM, at Chabad of Silver Spring for an evening filled with 
delicious food, artisanal pizza and inspirational stories with Bonei Olam Greater Washington. Open to all, free admission, no RSVP required. All 
donations made go directly to couples experiencing infertility in the Greater Washington area. To donate, go to: https://boneiolam.org/greaterwashington 
“Light it Up - A Morning of Meaningful Music” - A free, live, in-person event for women (high school seniors and up), featuring Sorah Shaffren. 
Presented by The Robin Niman Mikvah Education Fund on Sunday, December 18, at 11:00 AM (doors open at 10:45), at YISE. Advance reservation 
required at https://mikvahemunah.com/2022/11/23/light-it-up 
GWCK Chanukah Celebration! Monday, December 19, 7:00 PM at SEHC, 10900 Lockwood Drive. Live music, dancing, Chanukah delicacies! 
Guest Speaker: Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum. Children's Entertainment: Up In the Air Juggling. 
Siyum in Memory of Lisa Landy - Go to http://hadranalach.com/2514 to join a Siyum Mishnayos planned for the first Yahrzeit of Lisa Landy, 
Liba Hendel Bas Chayim. 
Bring Some Warmth To Your Friends & Neighbors in Need - Donate warm food items to the Capital Kosher Food Pantry’s Cold Weather 
Food Drive. We need your help to stock up on soups, hot beverages, hot breakfast cereals and more for the coming cold months. All food 
donations should be shelf-stable, factory sealed, well within the use-by date, and be marked with Star-K, OU, CRC, OK or Kof-K certification. 
For complete details, please visit: https://www.capitalkosherpantry.org/cold-weather-food-drive  
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, currently learning Bava Metzia. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or Monday - 
Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner), about 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org 
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person, 7:30 AM in the YISE Social Hall. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 
 
 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, December 14, at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 

Friday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
       Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 

Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi       Simi Franco - Office Manager 
 

Next Shabbos 
December 16 - 17, 2022 - 23 Kislev 5783 

Parshas Vayeishev 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 4:28 
• Mincha: 4:30 (B), 4:25 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 4:25 (B), 4:20 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 5:32 
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To All 5th & 6th 
Grade Girls....

EXCITING NEW SHABBOS GROUP

Every Shabbos Morning
 

In The YISE House (next to Shul)
 
 

10:00-11:15
 
 

Starting September 10th











  

ASK the RABBI  
 

Come join our virtual, monthly interactive program featuring 
different Halachic topics! 

 

Topic: Chanukah 
 

 
 

The first 45 minutes are for Shailos submitted in advance and 
the last 15 are for Q & A. 

 
 How early may I light the Menorah, and how late can I do it? 
 What can I do about lighting if I have a wedding or an 
international flight at night on Chanukah? 
  How can I be Yotzai in lighting the Menorah if I am staying in 
someone else’s home? 

 
Send in your questions about Chanukah to: AskTheRabbi@yise.org by 
Sunday, December 11. 

 
When: Tuesday, December 13, 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Where: Zoom – Meeting ID: 416-963-9000, Passcode: 492019 
 

For more information and to submit questions by phone or anonymously, 
contact: 
 
Miriam Friedman at 301-754-1517 or mfriedman2@yahoo.com 

 
       To sponsor the program, please contact the YISE office. 









 
 
 
 
 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah of Greater Washington 
 

Monthly Shalosh Seudos / Seudah Shlishit  
 

First Shabbos of every month 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
December 3, 2022 
January 7, 2023 
February 4, 2023 

March 4, 2023 
 
 

Full sponsorships start at $350 
To sponsor, please contact the Shul Office at office@yise.org 

or 301-593-4465, ext.103 
 
 

 You may also contribute to the new 
Shalosh Seudos Group 

These funds go toward supporting the Shalosh Seudos 
meal when a full sponsor is not available 

To join the Shalosh Seudos Group, please contact the Shul Office at 
office@yise.org or 301-593-4465, ext. 103 

 
 

Volunteers are also needed to assist with setup and cleanup 
Please contact Ethan Cohen at ecohen@yise.org to volunteer 

 

We look forward to seeing you at YISE! 
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mailto:office@yise.org
mailto:ecohen@yise.org


Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
No Longer Shall You Be Called Jacob - One fact 
about this week’s parsha has long perplexed the 
commentators. After his wrestling match with the 
unnamed adversary, Jacob was told: “Your name 
shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have 
striven with beings Divine and human, and have 
prevailed”. Or “Your name will no longer be said to 
be Jacob, but Israel. You have become great (sar) 
before God and man. You have won.”. 
  This change of name takes place not once but 
twice. After the encounter with Esau, and the episode 
of Dina and Shechem, God told Jacob to go to Beth 
El. Then we read: “After Jacob returned from 
Paddan Aram, God appeared to him again and 
blessed him. God said to him, ‘Your name is Jacob, 
but you will no longer be called Jacob; your name 
will be Israel.’ So He named him Israel”. 
    Note, first, that this is not an adjustment of an 
existing name by the change or addition of a letter, 
as when God changed Abram’s name to Abraham, or 
Sarai’s to Sarah. It is an entirely new name, as if to 
signal that what it represents is a complete change of 
character. Second, as we have seen, the name change 
happened not once but twice. Third – and this is the 
puzzle of puzzles – having said twice that his name 
will no longer be Jacob, the Torah continues to call 
him Jacob. God Himself does so. So do we, every 
time we pray to the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. How so, when the Torah twice tells us that his 
name will no longer be Jacob? 
  Radak suggests that “your name will no longer be 
called Jacob” means, “your name will no longer only 
be called Jacob.” You will have another name as 
well. This is ingenious, but hardly the plain sense of 
the verse. Sforno says, “In the Messianic Age, your 
name will no longer be called Jacob.” This, too, is 
difficult. The future tense, as used in the Torah, 
means the near future, not the distant one, unless 
explicitly specified. 
  This is just one mystery among many when it 
comes to Jacob’s character and his relationship with 
his brother Esau. So difficult is it to understand the 
stories about them that, to make sense of them, they 
have been overlaid in Jewish tradition with a thick 
layer of Midrash that makes Esau almost perfectly 
evil and Jacob almost perfectly righteous. There is a 
clear need for such Midrash, for educational 
purposes. Esau and Jacob, as portrayed in the Torah, 
are too nuanced and complex to be the subject of 
simple moral lessons for young minds. So Midrash 
gives us a world of black and white, as Maharatz 
Chajes explained. 
  The biblical text itself, though, is far more subtle. It 
does not state that Esau is bad and Jacob is good. 
Rather, it shows that they are two different kinds of 
human being. The contrast between them is like the 
one made by Nietzsche between the Greek figures of 
Apollo and Dionysus. Apollo represents reason, 
logic, order, self-control; Dionysus stands for 
emotion, passion, nature, wildness and chaos. 
Apollonian cultures value restraint and modesty; 
Dionysian ones go for ostentation and excess. Jacob 
is Apollonian, Esau, Dionysiac. 
  Or it may be that Esau represents the Hunter, 
considered a hero in many ancient cultures, but not 
so in the Torah, which represents the agrarian and 
pastoral ethic of farmers and shepherds. With the 
transition from hunter-gatherer to farmer-and-
herdsman, the Hunter is no longer a hero and instead 

is seen as a figure of violence, especially when 
combined, as in the case of Esau, with a mercurial 
temperament. It is not so much that Esau is bad and 
Jacob good, but that Esau represents the world that 
was, while Jacob represents, if sometimes tentatively 
and fearfully, a new world about to be brought into 
being, whose spirituality would be radically 
different, new and challenging. 
  The fact that Jacob and Esau were twins is 
fundamental. Their relationship is one of the classic 
cases of sibling rivalry. Key to understanding their 
story is what Rene Girard called mimetic desire: the 
desire to have what someone else has, because they 
have it. Ultimately, this is the desire to be someone 
else. 
  That is what the name Jacob signifies. It is the 
name he acquired because he was born holding on to 
his brother Esau’s heel. That was consistently his 
posture during the key events of his early life. He 
bought his brother’s birthright. He wore his brother’s 
clothes. At his mother’s request, he took his 
brother’s blessing. When asked by his father, “Who 
are you, my son?” He replied, “I am Esau, your 
firstborn.” 
  Jacob was the man who wanted be Esau. Why so? 
Because Esau had one thing he did not have: his 
father’s love. “Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, 
loved Esau, but Rebecca loved Jacob.” 
  All that changed in the great wrestling match 
between Jacob and the unknown stranger. Our Sages 
teach us that this stranger was an angel in disguise. 
After they fight, he tells Jacob that his name would 
now be Israel. The stated explanation of this name is: 
“for you have wrestled with God and with man and 
have prevailed.” It also resonates with two other 
senses. Sar means “prince, royalty.” Yashar means 
“upright.” Both of these are in sharp contrast with 
the name “Jacob,” one who “holds on to his 
brother’s heel.” 
  How then are we to understand what, first the 
stranger, then God, said to Jacob? Not as a 
statement, but as a request, a challenge, an invitation. 
Read it not as, “You will no longer be called Jacob 
but Israel.” Instead read it as, “Let your name no 
longer be Jacob but Israel,” meaning, “Act in such a 
way that this is what people call you.” Be a prince. 
Be royalty. Be upright. Be yourself. Don’t long to be 
someone else. This would turn out to be a challenge 
not just then but many times in the Jewish future. 
  Often, Jews have been content to be themselves. 
But from time to time, they have come into contact 
with a civilisation whose intellectual, cultural and 
even spiritual sophistication was undeniable. It made 
them feel awkward, inferior, like a villager who 
comes to a city for the first time. Jews lapsed into the 
condition of Jacob. They wanted to be someone else. 
  The first time we hear this is in the words of the 
Prophet Ezekiel: “You say, ‘We want to be like the 
nations, like the peoples of the world, who serve 
wood and stone.’ But what you have in mind will 
never happen”. In Babylon, the people encountered 
an impressive empire whose military and economic 
success contrasted radically with their own condition 
of exile and defeat. Some wanted to stop being Jews 
and become someone else, anyone else. 
  We hear it again in the days of the Greeks. Some 
Jews became Hellenised. We recognise that in the 
names of High Priests like Jason and Menelaus. The 
battle against this is the story of Chanukah. 
Something similar happened in the days of Rome. 
Josephus was one of those who went over to the 

other side, though he remained a defender of 
Judaism. 
  It happened again during the Enlightenment. Jews 
fell in love with European culture. With philosophers 
like Kant and Hegel, poets like Goethe and Schiller, 
and musicians like Mozart and Beethoven. Some 
were able to integrate this with faithfulness to 
Judaism as creed and deed – figures like Rabbis 
Samson Raphael Hirsch and Nehemiah Nobel. But 
some did not. They left the fold. They changed their 
names. They hid their identity. None of us is entitled 
to be critical of what they did. The combined impact 
of intellectual challenge, social change, and 
incendiary antisemitism, was immense. Yet this was 
a Jacob response, not an Israel one. 
  It is happening today in large swathes of the Jewish 
world. Jews have overachieved. Judaism, with some 
notable exceptions, has underachieved. There are 
Jews at or near the top of almost every field of 
human endeavour today, but all too many have either 
abandoned their religious heritage or are indifferent 
to it. For them, being Jewish is a slender ethnicity, 
too thin to be transmitted to the future, too hollow to 
inspire. 
  We have waited so long for what we have today 
and have never had simultaneously before in all of 
Jewish history: independence and sovereignty in the 
state of Israel, freedom and equality in the diaspora. 
Almost everything that a hundred generations of our 
ancestors prayed for has been given to us. Will we 
really (in Lin-Manuel Miranda’s phrase) throw away 
our shot? Will we be Israel? Or will we show, to our 
shame, that we have not yet outlived the name of 
Jacob, the person who wanted to be someone else? 
Jacob was often fearful because he was not sure who 
he wanted to be, himself or his brother. That is why 
God said to him, “Let your name not be Jacob but 
Israel.” When you are afraid, and unsure of who you 
are, you are Jacob. When you are strong in yourself, 
as yourself, you are Israel. 
  The fact that the Torah and tradition still use the 
word Jacob, not just Israel, tells us that the problem 
has not disappeared. Jacob seems to have wrestled 
with this throughout his life, and we still do today. It 
takes courage to be different, a minority, 
countercultural. It’s easy to live for the moment like 
Esau, or to “be like the peoples of the world” as 
Ezekiel said. 
  I believe the challenge issued by the angel still 
echoes today. Are we Jacob, embarrassed by who we 
are? Or are we Israel, with the courage to stand 
upright and walk tall in the path of faith? 
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
Unheralded Heroes - You don't hear much about 
them, and sometimes you don't even know their 
names. But they are the true heroes and heroines in 
our lives and in our times. 
  As I hope to demonstrate, it was also true in biblical 
times that very important characters in the narrative 
are hardly mentioned, perhaps only hinted at. 
  I first became interested in this phenomenon shortly 
after the events of September 11, 2001. I was 
listening to one of my favorite radio talk shows 
while driving. The guest was a professor of 
sociology who was insisting, much to the chagrin of 
the talk show host, that the firemen who lost their 
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lives saving others at the World Trade Center were 
not true heroes. 
  He maintained that a true hero does something very 
unusual, something neither he nor anyone else 
typically does. These firemen, he argued, were 
simply doing their duty. They showed up to work in 
the morning, went through their usual routine, and 
responded to this assignment as part of their job. 
  The announcer was horrified by this professor's 
opinion and pronounced it a typical example of 
“academic snobbery”. My gut reaction was identical 
to the announcer's horror. Of course, those firemen 
were heroes, great heroes. And they were heroes by 
virtue of the very fact that they carried out their life-
saving duties with such astounding courage. 
  Continuing to drive, I began to reflect upon the 
question of the definition of “hero” in the Jewish 
tradition. From the Jewish perspective, is a hero 
some kind of Superman who behaves in some 
extraordinarily dramatic fashion? Or is the true hero 
the person who, day in and day out, does what is 
expected of him in a faithful and diligent manner, 
humbly and anonymously, never making the 
headlines? 
  My research soon convinced me that the latter 
definition was the accurate one from a Jewish point 
of view. He or she, who dutifully and loyally does 
his or her job, be it in the mundane or the sacred 
sphere, is the true hero or heroine. 
  As an example, let me introduce you to a personage 
who is mentioned in this week's Torah portion, 
Vayishlach, although even if you read the portion 
carefully, you may not have noticed her name. Her 
name was Deborah. 
  In Genesis 35:8. Jacob, his wives, and their many 
children have returned to the Land of Israel. They 
have reached Bethel, Jacob's original starting point. 
Jacob erected an altar there.   And then we read: 
“And Deborah, Rebecca’s nurse, died and she was 
buried... under the oak, and it was called the ‘Oak of 
Tears.’”  Who was this woman, never mentioned by 
name before? Why did her demise evoke such grief? 
Why is she important enough to "make it" into the 
biblical narrative? 
  Now turn back a few pages with me to Genesis 
24:59. Here we read that when Rebecca left her 
birthplace to journey to the Land of Israel and marry 
Isaac, she took her nurse with her. A nurse with no 
name, whom we know nothing about until we learn 
of her death in this week's Torah portion.  Our rabbis 
speculate that nurse Deborah was a major part of the 
entire epic drama of Rebecca’s life with Isaac and 
Jacob. They suggest that she was the one sent by 
Rebecca to retrieve Jacob from his long exile.  Our 
rabbis tell us, too, that she was nurse to Rebecca's 
many grandchildren who shed those many tears 
under the old oak tree. 
  Jewish mystical sources even aver that nurse 
Deborah was reincarnated into the much later 
Deborah, who was a Judge and Prophet in Israel! 
  Deborah is an excellent example of someone who 
“just did her job”, regularly and consistently, and 
who had an impact upon three generations of major 
biblical characters, including a matriarch, two 
patriarchs, and the forbearers of the 12 tribes. 
  She exemplifies the type of person that the Talmud 
refers to when it asks: “Who deserves a place in the 
world to come,” and answers: “He who slips in 
silently and slips out silently.” Quiet consistency and 
persistence are the true ingredients of heroism and 
strength.  In the Bible, as in all of life, there are 
major figures who work behind the scenes but who 
are indispensable to the important events of history. 
They are unheralded and often anonymous. They are 
real heroes too. 
  In the words of the poet John Keats, they are the 
children "of silence and slow time". They help us see 
the truth in that poet's exquisite words:  "Heard 
melodies are sweet, but those unheard Are sweeter.” 

Rabbi Dr. Norman J. Lamm’s Derashot Ledorot 
Sincerely Yours - [Excerpted] Hypocrisy is rightly a 
despised trait, and the word “hypocrite” a harsh and 
contemptuous epithet reserved for vile people. It is 
all the more unfortunate, therefore, that the popular 
condemnation of insincerity is not always matched 
by a correspondingly universal abstention from this 
vice in the affairs of man in society. Every day many 
thousands of letters are written in which the writers 
employ varied devices ranging from subtle 
deviousness to outright deceit, and compound their 
crime by signing the letters, “I am, sincerely 
yours….” 
  What is a hypocrite? Hypocrisy is feigning, acting a 
part, pretending. Perhaps a better word is the Hebrew 
tzeviut – literally: coloring, dyeing. Hypocrisy, then, 
is giving an impression which does not correspond 
with the facts. It is the incommensurateness of the 
inner fact and the outer appearance.  Our prophets 
stormed against hypocrisy. Our rabbis thundered 
against it… 
  We are presented with a problem by the sidra. We 
read, in very few lines, that Reuben sinned with 
Bilha, the concubine of his father Jacob. If the Bible 
said so, it is the truth. Yet the Talmud advises us that 
the story of Reuben should be read but not 
translated.. But is this not insincere, even 
hypocritical? Is not the suppression of the truth 
hypocrisy, and is not every instance of hypocrisy 
deplorable? 
  The answer is no, it is not hypocrisy or insincerity, 
although it suppresses the broadcast of a true event. 
And, if one should insist that this is hypocrisy, then 
with full respect to all our honorable prejudices, 
certain forms of such insincerity are not malicious 
but wholesome and healthy. Not in all ways must 
one’s appearances be thoroughly equivalent and 
correspond to his inner thoughts. To speak a 
conscious untruth aiming at personal gain or creating 
a favorable image and false impression is a foul act. 
But to refrain from telling all I know and consider to 
be true, either because I am unsure how that truth 
will be interpreted, or out of respect for the 
sensitivity and feelings of others – that is an act of 
civility, not insincerity. 
  Thus, in the affair of Reuben there were many 
mitigating factors, and varying interpretations are 
possible, as indeed many of them appear in the 
Talmud. A direct translation into the vernacular is, 
therefore, misleading and the cause of much 
misunderstanding. Furthermore, it is bad enough that 
the Torah preserves a sacred record of Reuben’s 
misdeed, and there is no need to add salt to the 
wounds of a cherished forebear even if he is no 
longer in the world of the living. 
  It is a sin to lie; it is no mitzva to tell all I know, 
even if it is the truth. There is a law in the Shulchan 
Arukh that if a man has, heaven forbid, lost a close 
relative for whom he must mourn, but he is unaware 
of his loss, then one ought not to apprise him of it 
within thirty days of the death, for then he would be 
obligated to observe all of the shiva. One may not 
give a false answer upon interrogation, but one ought 
not to volunteer this kind of information, and if he 
does he is considered a kesil, a fool. A fool, indeed! 
Hypocrisy is not avoided and insincerity not served 
by mindless chattering and compulsive 
loquaciousness! 
  Too much cruelty has been practiced under the 
guise of honesty, too much frightful foolishness 
excused as frankness, too many assaults on the 
feelings of others carried out under the pretense of 
sincerity. Is it commendable sincerity to tell every 
homely person, “You are plain-looking and 
unattractive”? No, it is not. In fact, Hillel taught that 
one must even tell an unattractive bride that she is 
beautiful and charming! 

  The truth should be spoken, not blurted out. If you 
hear a performer or entertainer or artist, and have 
adverse criticism – even if it is constructive – then 
Jewish ethics and derekh eretz advise you: wait for a 
propitious time before offering your comments, do 
not offend the innermost feelings of another human 
being. If you apprehend a friend in embarrassing 
circumstances, performing an evil deed, it is a 
mitzvah to reproach him. You are not free to 
withhold your comment. But the rebuke must be 
administered gently, considerately, delicately. On 
this, one of the great lights of the Musar movement 
commented: this means that the rebuke must be 
broken into a hundred pieces and offered in tiny 
doses, lest the person you seek to correct should 
become the victim of painful insult. 
  Furthermore, there is a decent, beneficial, and 
honorable kind of hypocrisy which is not insincere, 
and without which society might well collapse. 
There are certain conventional fictions that are 
apparently untrue, but that suggest a kind of truth far 
beyond the reach of normal comprehension. Jewish 
law, for instance, aims at producing perfect 
individuals and a holy society, yet it knows full well. 
  Halakha grants each person a chezkat kashrut, a 
presumption of innocence and virtue; yet it knows 
full well that, as the Bible teaches, “Man’s innate 
disposition is toward evil”. Is this hypocrisy? If it is, 
then we should all be in favor of hypocrisy! For 
without it, all law and religion must progressively be 
reduced and diminished to the lowest level of 
common practice. This spells the death of all ideals. 
A child who errs and stumbles, yet who is trusted by 
a parent and feels that the parent’s opinion of him is 
higher than his poor reality, is inspired by this 
discrepancy to fulfill the higher image. Likewise the 
Jew and his halakha: he is imperfect and faulted, yet 
because he is granted the chezkat kashrut and told 
that he incorporates the image of God, and is 
expected to live up to it, he will strive to do just that, 
lest he suffer inner embarrassment and shame. 
  In a fascinating article by George P. Elliot, argues: 
“The law should rest content with a decent 
hypocrisy… Law is the way that society approves 
and disapproves of certain acts… A certain amount 
of official hypocrisy is one of the operative 
principles of a good society.” Unenforced laws 
express society’s goals, ideals, and visions. Law is 
meant not only to punish, but also to educate to 
higher standards. “Civilization behaves as though 
men are decent in full knowledge that they are not.” 
  Judaism cannot take exception to this doctrine. 
When, at the beginning of the Emancipation, non-
Orthodox Jews did adopt an opposite point of view, 
they began to prune the laws and cut down the 
halakha to fit current, prevalent practice. As a result, 
they discovered – as we well know in our days – that 
when you do this Judaism begins to crumble and 
Jews begin to vanish. If Jewish laws are abandoned 
because they are not universally observed, Judaism 
becomes nothing but a sanctimonious self-approval 
for spiritual failures, a vacuous “hekhsher” for not-
so-kosher Jews.…  We live in an alma diperuda, an 
imperfect and fragmented world. For truth to be 
triumphant, it must proceed cautiously. We must give 
no quarter to falsehood, but we must remember that 
truth must often disguise itself in a thousand 
different garments – until that blessed day, the “day 
of the Lord,” when man and society will be 
redeemed; when truth will be revealed courageously 
and fully; when this world will become transformed 
into an olam ha’emet, a world of truth; when God’s 
unity will be expressed in living the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth; and when men will confront 
their own selves in truth, and be truly devoted to 
each other, so that each man will be able to address 
his brother and say, in full and genuine honesty, “I 
am, sincerely, yours!”
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At the beginning of this week’s Parashah, Yaakov sends a
message to his brother Esav: “Im Lavan garti / I have sojourned
with Lavan.” Based on the fact that “Garti” ( ) has the same
Hebrew letters and Gematria (613) as “Taryag” ( ), Rashi z”l
explains Yaakov’s message: “I kept the Taryag / 613
commandments and did not learn from Lavan’s evil ways.”

Why would Esav care if Yaakov kept the Mitzvot while living
with Lavan?

R’ Nachum Mordechai Friedman z”l (1874-1946; Tchortkover
Rebbe in Vienna, Austria and Eretz Yisrael) explains: Esav
maintained that this world belongs him and only the World-to-
Come belongs to Yaakov. By what right then, does Yaakov enjoy
this world also? The Mishnah (Pe’ah 1:1--recited every morning
following the blessings over Torah learning) teaches: There are
Mitzvot whose “fruits” we “eat” in this world, though the primary
reward is reserved for the World-to-Come. Yaakov was saying,
explains the Tchortkover Rebbe, “I performed those Mitzvot, too,
so I am permitted to enjoy this world.”

Alternatively, the Tchortkover Rebbe explains, there are
multiple ways to defeat the Yetzer Ha’ra. One way is to deprive
oneself of the pleasures of this world. A higher level, however, is
to sanctify the pleasures of this world. When one truly enjoys this
world for the sake of Heaven, the Yetzer Ha’ra is fooled: it sees a
person enjoying this world, so it is satisfied, but it does not realize
that this pleasure is actually an expression of holiness. [Yaakov
was saying: “True, I keep enjoying this world, but I kept all 613
Mitzvot. My enjoyment of this world is actually an act of sanctity,
which does not infringe on your rights.”]  (Doresh Tov)

Shabbat
R’ Moshe ben Nachman z”l (Ramban; 1194-1270; Spain and Eretz Yisrael)

writes: “The Torah commands us to remember Shabbat every day and not to
confuse it with any other day, because, when we remember Shabbat at all times,
we will always recall the act of Creation, and we will acknowledge at all times
that the world has a Creator.”  (Commentary to Shmot 20:8)

R’ Yissochor Weisberg z”l (Lakewood, N.J.; died 2022) elaborates: One
would have thought that the purpose of recalling Shabbat every day is to honor
Shabbat. However, Ramban tells us that it is not so. Rather, recalling Shabbat is
an expression of Emunah / faith, helping us to remember that there was an act
of Creation and there is a Creator.

If so, asks R’ Weisberg, why do we need Shabbat? Let us simply have a
Mitzvah to remember that Hashem created the world in six days--just as we
have a Mitzvah to remember the Exodus, not a Mitzvah to remember Pesach for
the sake of reminding us of the Exodus.

R’ Weisberg answers: We read (Devarim 4:39), “You shall know this day
and take to your heart that Hashem, He is the Elokim--in heaven above and on
the earth below--there is none other.” This verse teaches that there are two
types of Emunah: “You shall know” refers to faith based on intellect (“Emunah
B’sechel”), knowing something as a dry fact. “You shall . . . take to your heart”
refers to faith based on experience (“Emunah B’chush”), actually sensing the
truth of the matter.

R’ Moshe ben Maimon z”l (Rambam; 1135-1204; Spain and Egypt) writes
(in Hil. Yesodei Ha’Torah 8:1) that Bnei Yisrael did not have faith in Moshe
because he performed wonders, including the Ten Plagues. After all, wonders
can be the result of magic. Rather, they had faith in Moshe because they
experienced Hashem speaking to him at Har Sinai. R’ Weisberg explains: Having
faith in Moshe because of the Plagues would have been an intellectual belief,
since it is based on the probability that Moshe caused the Plagues miraculously,
rather than by magic. In contrast, faith that is based on hearing Hashem speak
to Moshe is experiential Emunah--a higher level of faith.

Similarly, R’ Weisberg concludes, believing in Creation only because we
have a tradition about it from our ancestors would be merely Emunah B’sechel,
an intellectual exercise. But, when we observe Shabbat, “resting” because
Hashem did so after He created the world, we are, in a small way, experiencing
for ourselves the days of Creation.  (Yoma D’nishmeta, ch.1)
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“I have been diminished by all the kindnesses . . .”  (32:11)
Our Sages teach that Yosef was taken away from his father Yaakov for 22

years (beginning in next week’s Parashah) to punish Yaakov for the 22 years
that he was away and did not honor his own parents. R’ Meir Hakohen
Popperos z”l (1624-1662; Poland and Eretz Yisrael; arranger of the writings
of the Arizal’s students and a prolific author in his own right) writes:

True, Yaakov was honoring his parents when he listened to them and went
away. However, our Sages say that Esav excelled at honoring his parents, and
he was actively honoring his parents for all the years that Yaakov was away.
Thus, said Yaakov, “I have been diminished by all the kindnesses [that Esav
performed in my absence].”

Alternatively, Yaakov meant the following: My parents sent me away to
find a wife, which took me seven years. I stayed away another seven years to
marry a second wife, and another six years after that to amass large herds of
sheep and goats. As such, I cannot really argue that my absence--even the first
seven years--was to honor my parents. Rather, “I have been diminished by all
the kindnesses [that Hashem has performed for me--giving me a second wife
and many animals.].”  (Tal Orot)

“Your name shall not always be called Yaakov, but Yisrael shall be
your name.”  (35:10)

The Gemara (Berachot 13a) states that one who refers to Avraham by his
former name, “Avram,” transgresses a commandment. Not so if one calls
Yaakov by his original name, “Yaakov,” because Hashem, too, continued to use
that name. [Until here from the Gemara]

Why? asks R’ Moshe Yair Weinstock z”l (1899-1982; Yerushalayim; author
of 84 Torah works, primarily on Kabbalah and Jewish history). He explains:

Our Sages teach that a person has 248 Aivarim / limbs and organs.
Originally, they say, Avram was master over only 243--the Gematria of
“Avram” ( )--of his Aivarim. Later, he became master over all 248 of his
Aivarim, and his name was changed to “Avraham” ( ). (The additional
letter “Heh” has a Gematria of five, making a total of 248.) In effect, Avraham
subdued his Yetzer Ha’ra completely, to the point that there was no chance
that he would cease to be “Avraham”--master of all his Aivarim.

Not so Yaakov. Yaakov fought a battle to overcome the guardian angel of
Esav, an angel who is synonymous with the Yetzer Ha’ra. Yaakov won, but only
after a battle. Moreover, our Sages say that the angel appeared to Yaakov as a
Torah scholar and also as a gentile, signifying that one of the Yetzer Ha’ra’s
favorite tools is to blur the lines between a Mitzvah and an Aveirah (for
example: “It’s a Mitzvah to speak Lashon Ha’ra about that person,” or “There’s
no Mitzvah to help a person like him!”). The Yetzer Ha’ra is conniving, and the
battle is never-ending. Sometimes, Yaakov defeats the angel of Esav and is
called “Yisrael,” but the battle goes on, and there is no guarantee of victory.
Hence, Yaakov remains “Yaakov,” as well.  (Divrei Yair)

2
“Yaakov became very frightened . . .”  (32:8)
Midrash Rabbah teaches: There were two people whom Hashem

promised to protect, but they still expressed fear. One of those people was
the choicest among the Patriarchs--Yaakov Avinu; the other was the
choicest among the Prophets--Moshe Rabbeinu.

Regarding Yaakov we read (Tehilim 135:4), “For G-d selected Yaakov.”
And, Hashem made a promise to him, as we read (Bereishit 28:15), “Behold,
I am with you. I will guard you wherever you go.” Nevertheless, Yaakov was
afraid, as we read in our verse.

Likewise, we read about Moshe (Tehilim 106:23), “Moshe, His chosen
one.” And, Hashem made a promise to him, as we read (Shmot 3:2), “I will
be with you.” Nevertheless, we read (Bemidbar 21:34), “Hashem said to
Moshe, ‘Do not fear him’.” Since Hashem said, “Do not be afraid,” we know
that Moshe was afraid! [Until here from the Midrash]

R’ Avraham Eliyahu Meizes z”l (1901-1961; Rosh Yeshiva in the Soviet
Union, France, and Israel) writes: In truth, Yaakov and Moshe had nothing
to fear. But, we see here a difference between the righteous and the wicked.
The righteous do not sin, but they worry that they may have sinned. The
wicked do sin, but they do not worry about it.

There are several other things we can learn from here about the
behavior of the righteous, R’ Meizes continues. First, even when a Tzaddik
sees that his enemy’s downfall has begun and salvation seems to be
approaching, he does not take for granted that he has merited salvation.
For example, even after Haman was humiliated leading Mordechai around
Shushan on a royal horse, Mordechai returned to his fasting and prayer
(see Esther 6:12; Megillah 16a). The righteous understand that any enemy
is merely an agent of Hashem’s Justice. Hashem has an unlimited supply of
agents; thus, even if Haman was not destined to be Hashem’s agent to
punish the Jewish People, someone else might be, unless the Jewish People
fasted and prayed. Likewise, even after Yaakov defeated Esav’s guardian
angel in battle, he did not take for granted that he was safe, and he
continued to fear the consequences of any sins he may have committed.

Also, R’ Meizes writes, Yaakov and Moshe may have been afraid
because they did not want “favors” from Hashem. Our Sages teach that
Hashem would ideally have created the world with the Attribute of Strict
Justice, but He knew that such a world could not survive, so he added a
measure of Mercy. Tzaddikim, however, prefer to live in the ideal world of
Strict Justice. This is what Yaakov meant when he said (Bereishit 28:21),
“Hashem will be Elokim to me”--i.e., Hashem--the Divine Name that
represents the Attribute of Mercy--should act toward me as Elokim--the
Divine Name that represents the Attribute of Strict Justice.

(Ben Avraham Al Ha’Torah)



 

BENNY GANTZ LAUNCHES 'ACTION FORUM' AGAINST NETANYAHU'S 
GOV'T, CALLS ON PARTNERS TO JOIN (JPost 12/4/22) 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz launched a campaign on Sunday evening to 
battle controversial policy changes agreed upon in negotiations to form prime 
minister-designate Benjamin Netanyahu's government, calling future 
opposition leaders to establish an "action forum" 
This forum, Gantz says, will act to block "violations of [Israel's] democratic 
values," including in education, IDF conduct and the state's system of checks 
and balances, a statement read. 
Gantz also called on Israelis to sign a petition to join "the struggle over 
Israel's image." 
 
WORLD LEADERS WILLING TO GIVE NETANYAHU GOV'T A 'CHANCE,' 
SAYS OFFICIAL ON GULF TRIP WITH HERZOG (YNet 12/5/22) 
An official on President Isaac Herzog’s state visits to Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates said on Monday, that “international powers are willing to give 
the incoming Netanyahu led government "a chance."  
World leaders “are not backing away," he said adding that they will observe 
Israel's actions before deciding how to proceed.   
During his state visit, Herzog met with Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, who did not rule out cooperation with the future government.  
In his meetings, the president heard concerns about possible changes to the 
status quo on Temple Mount, a sight revered by both Jews and Muslims. 
Herzog ensured leaders that no changes were expected.  
During his meetings in Bahrain Herzog said that the election results are a 
product of Israeli anger over Palestinian terrorism, and invited the king and 
crown prince and foreign minister for a state visit to Israel. 
King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa told Herzog during that Israel is an “asset to 
the region,” wondering why they waited 70 years to forge relations. 
After leaving Bahrain, Herzog described his visit as an opportunity to see the 
results of the Abraham Accords, signed in 2020. 
“Bahrain is interested in peace," Herzog said. "They believe in ties with the 
Jewish community and talk about Jews with admiration. This shows the great 
change in the dialogue between the two states and people, and should make 
Israel’s leaders understand that this is an ongoing process and important to 
all," he said. 
In the UAE, the president met for the fourth time with President Mohamed bin 
Zayed and attended the Abu Dhabi Space Debate conference.  
According to the unnamed official, the visit was conducted in high spirits. 
"The UAE wants to present the fruits of peace to their people.” 
 
LIBERMAN SAYS HAREDI COALITION DEMANDS WOULD SPUR TAX 
REVOLT (YNet 12/6/22) 
Outgoing Finance Minister Avigdor Liberman on Tuesday protested what he 
considered far-reaching concessions by Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud party in 
government negotiations with ultra-Orthodox factions, and warned that 
complying with their demands would lead to a "tax revolt." 
"The minimum estimate of what was promised to them in the agreements is 
NIS 20 billion ($5.8 billion)," Liberman said. "Funding of institutions that do 
not teach core subjects would require an extra NIS 6 million in budgeting. 
These promises made to Haredi parties will lead to a tax revolt." 
Liberman argued that, despite the freshly-inked agreements, Prime Minister-
designate Benjamin Netanyahu is dividing civilians into two categories — 
those who get educated, serve in the military and pay taxes; and those who 
don't work and don't serve. 

"As of today, there is a group in Israel of 175,000 yeshiva students aged 16 
to 67, and 90% of them are do-nothings," said the Yisrael Beiteinu chief. 
"Billions of shekels are spent on liabilities to them that include allowances, 
food stamps, and additional issues." 
Liberman added that "people are tired of being pushed around," and that  
while he does not support a tax revolt, he believes some kind of tex 
resistance is "simply an inevitability." 
Coming off another irate screed against Netanyahu and Haredi factions, the 
treasurer also attacked soon-to-be former Prime Minister Yair Lapid and 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz. 
"I also have plenty of criticism for Lapid and Gantz, trying to make nice with 
the Haredi parties," he stated. "The closer we get to Shas and UTJ — the 
farther we get from God … These are not negotiations, this is extortion." 
 
FAR-RIGHT LAWMAKER NAMED ISRAEL’S FIRST ‘NATIONAL 
MISSIONS MINISTER’ (Ha’aretz 12/7/22) 
Religious Zionism will appoint lawmaker Orit Strock as Israel’s first National 
Missions Minister, and Ofir Sofer as Aliyah and Integration Minister. The two 
lawmakers will serve as ministers alongside the party’s leader Bezalel 
Smotrich, who according to the agreement with the Likud, will be appointed 
finance minister for two years, and will later serve as interior minister 
according to a rotation agreement. 
National Missions Minister-designate Orit Strock is a leading figure in 
Hebron’s Jewish community and the founding chairwoman of the Human 
Rights Organization of Judea and Samaria, a controversial settlement group. 
Her son, Zvi, previously received a 2.5-year sentence for kidnapping and 
abusing a Palestinian boy. 
A former Habayit Hayehudi lawmaker who entered the Knesset in 2013, 
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Strock has consistently expressed hostility to non-Orthodox movements. 
During Strock’s time in the Knesset, she has served as a member of various 
caucus groups. These include the Caucus for Strengthening the Chief 
Rabbinate and the Caucus for Strengthening and Preserving Jewish Identity 
in Israel. She was also chairwoman of the Caucus for the Land of Israel. 
The incoming government will inaugurate the National Missions Ministry, 
headed by Strock, whose purpose will be to manage Sherut Leumi, a  
national service program for young Israelis exempted from the army. 
The new ministry will also oversee the settlement division, and the Garinim 
Torani’im – a movement of young religious Zionist families who settle in 
Israel’s periphery and mixed Jewish-Arab cities who critics charge is a right-
wing movement meant to Judaize cities and push out Arab residents. 
Furthermore, the ministry will have authority over pre-military preparatory 
schools and over the division for Jewish culture generally under the purview 
of the Education Ministry. 
 
FAR-RIGHT PARTY TO MAKE KEY WEST BANK APPOINTMENTS AS 
PART OF COALITION DEAL (YNet 12/5/22) 
Far-right Religious Zionist Party party received considerable authority over 
the Israeli government's civilian activities in the West Bank, according to a 
partial coalition agreement published on Monday. 
The deal reached between the incoming prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and the leader of Religious Zionist Bezalel Smotrich will see the faction 
influencing the appointment of key officials as well the final approval of 
construction and demolition of houses in a majority of the territory.  
The agreement, however, requires that the minister appointed to this post, 
which will likely be taken by Smotrich himself, will act in coordination with the 
next prime minister and will need his approval. 
The future minister will play a key role in dealing with Palestinians and Israeli 
residents of West Bank settlements. In particular, he will have the power to 
appoint the heads of the Coordinator of Government Activities in the 
Territories (COGAT) and of the Israeli Civil Administration, responsible for the 
government's civil policy in the West Bank. 
These posts are usually attributed by the Chief of Staff of the Israeli military 
(IDF), with the approval of the defense minister. A number of former Israeli 
politicians and senior IDF officers have spoken out against the deal, which 
gives Smotrich sweeping powers over Israeli settlements and daily 
Palestinian life. 
Religious Zionism will also take control of the Immigration and Absorption 
Ministry, and Settlements Ministry united in the new National Missions 
Ministry, and the Constitutional Committee of the Knesset and a committee in 
charge of the projects of infrastructure and reforms. 
 
LIKUD SIGNS COALITION DEAL WITH UNITED TORAH JUDAISM (Israel 
Hayom 12/7/22) 
Likud and United Torah Judaism signed a preliminary coalition agreement 
Tuesday evening, paving the way for Prime Minister-elect Benjamin 
Netanyahu to form a government. 
As per the agreement, UTJ chief Yitzchak Goldknopf will take over the 
Housing and Construction Ministry and MK Moshe Gafni will chair the 
Knesset Finance Committee. The faction will also get control over the 
Jerusalem Affairs and Heritage Ministry as well as deputy minister positions 
and several other Knesset committees. 
Netanyahu has until Dec. 11 to form a government and is yet to reach 
coalition deals with all the parties in the right-religious bloc. Besides UTJ, 
Likud has so far signed preliminary agreements with the Religious Zionist 
Party led by Bezalel Smotrich and Otzma Yehudit headed by Itamar Ben 
Gvir, and most recently the UTJ. 
The prime minister-elect is expected to ask President Isaac Herzog for a 14-
day extension as talks with bloc leaders continue. Netanyahu will reportedly 
use this period to work out the final details of the coalition deals with the 
future ministers as well as give the Knesset more time to approve a law that 
would allow leader of the Sephardi ultra-Orthdox party Aryeh Deri, who has a 

tax fraud conviction, to take a ministerial position. Deri is set to become 
Israel's next interior minister. 
 
UTJ DEMANDING LAW MONOPOLIZING PRAYER AT WESTERN WALL 
(i24NEWS 12/8/22) 
Israel's ultra-Orthodox United Torah Judaism party has reportedly demanded 
during coalition negotiations with prime minister-designate Benjamin 
Netanyahu that all mixed-gender prayer be forbidden at the Western Wall. 
Army Radio reported on Thursday that the party wants to enact "significant 
measures of deterrence" to prevent people from "desecrating the holy place" 
- meaning praying "according to the custom of the Chief Rabbinate."  
The law would bar groups such as Women of the Wall from praying at the 
holy Jewish site, including in the egalitarian section, as the law does not 
consider the area to be an officially separated space. 
At the start of every Hebrew month, known as "Rosh Chodesh," the Women 
of the Wall hold prayer services in the women's section of the Western Wall. 
They frequently face backlash, and even clash with other people praying at 
the site, prayer that Jewish Orthodoxy limits for men, including reading from a 
Torah scroll and the use of items such as tefillin and tallit.  
According to Rachel Stomel of the Center for Women's Justice, a previously 
proposed law sought to criminalize women’s use of tefillin at the Western 
Wall with a seven-year prison sentence. "Today, their agenda is the same 
but their language is less blatant," she told i24NEWS, "using vague phrases 
like 'steps to deter behavior' instead of 'criminalization' and 'prison.'" 
Women of the Wall called the ultra-Orthodox party's demand "a disgrace to 
the future Israeli government and a disgrace to the entire State of Israel." 
"This measure would result in the exclusion of millions of Jews from the 
Western Wall by the State of Israel and the explicit declaration that they are 
not welcome in the Jewish state," the organization continued. "We call on 
Prime Minister-elect Netanyahu to reject this shameful demand from UTJ. 
Women of the Wall will continue to pray according to our custom at the 
Western Wall as we have been doing every month for 34 years." 
Stomel told i24NEWS that, "UTJ’s demands will harm much more than 
Women of the Wall. If accepted, these demands would designate areas in 
Israel that are ruled by religious - as opposed to civil - law," she continued. 
"This is unprecedented and has far-reaching consequences." 
"The change that UTJ is demanding is nothing short of a revolution and 
threatens Israel’s democratic nature. Anyone who cares about women’s 
rights and the future of Israel’s democracy should be paying attention and 
speaking out against this." 
 
MONUMENT UNVEILED IN NETANYA MARKING 75TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF VOTE THAT LED TO ESTABLISHMENT OF STATE (JPost 12/6/22) 
The World Zionist Organization, in cooperation with the Municipality of 
Netanya and the Jewish American Society for Historic Preservation, recently 
unveiled a monument commemorating the 75th anniversary of the historic 
UN decision on November 29, 1947, that led to the establishment of the 
State of Israel. As part of the event, the gavel and the original meeting 
minutes from the historic event were also revealed. 
The event was attended by over 200 guests, public figures, representatives 
of the Foreign Affair Ministry and ambassadors from Australia, Uruguay, 
Ecuador, Belarus, Belgium, Brazil, Guatemala, Denmark, the Netherlands, 
the Dominican Republic, the Philippines, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the 
Czech Republic, France, Canada, Costa Rica and Russia. 
The monument, designed by the international sculptor Sam Philipe, was 
placed on a central hill in Netanya and is visible from a distance to travelers 
on the Haifa-Tel Aviv coastal road from the north and south. 
 
ISRAEL SLAMS UN AFTER VOTE TO MARK PALESTINIAN 
'CATASTROPHE' (Israel Hayom 12/1/22) 
The United Nations General Assembly on Wednesday passed a resolution to 
mark the founding of the modern state of Israel in 1948 as a "catastrophe." 
Palestinians consider the establishment of Israel and its existence to this day  
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as the "Nakba" (catastrophe in Arabic) and the world body decided to 
acknowledge the Palestinian version of events with the resolution, which was 
adopted by a vote of 90-30 with 47 abstentions. The United States, Canada, 
the United Kingdom and most European Union countries including Germany 
voted against the anti-Israel resolution. 
Israel's Abraham Accords ally the United Arab Emirates was one of the co-
sponsors of the resolution. 
The resolution calls for a commemoration of the "Nakba" at the General 
Assembly Hall at UN headquarters in New York City next year – Palestinians 
and their supporters mark the event every year on May 15 which is the day 
after Israel's independence was declared in 1948. Israel in 2023 celebrates 
75 years since the establishment of the state. 
"What would you say if the international community celebrated the 
establishment of your country as a disaster? What a disgrace," Israel's UN 
Ambassador Gilad Erdan said after the vote. 
The day before Wednesday's anti-Israel vote, Israel's UN mission launched 
its first ever exhibition documenting Jewish expulsion from Arab countries 
and Iran. Erdan said that the exhibition, which will be on display at UN 
headquarters in New York City for a week, "tells the story of the real Nakba – 
the catastrophe of the Jews who were expelled from Arab countries and 
Iran." 
 
EU-ISRAEL POLICE DEAL COULD BE DERAILED AFTER OBJECTIONS 
TO WEST BANK DATA SHARING (Ha’aretz 12/5/22) 
A cooperation agreement five years in the making between the European 
Union's policing agency and the Israel Police hit a setback on Monday, when 
the European Commission announced it would need to re-enter negotiations 
to clarify the deal's inapplicability in the occupied territories. This may put the 
commission at odds with far-right parties in Israel's incoming government. 
In 2018, Israel signed a working agreement with Europol in order to tackle 
cross-border crime. An expansion to this deal, which was agreed upon in 
September but has not yet been signed or ratified, would allow the exchange 
of personal information to fight "serious crime and terrorism,” including 
biometric data on race, ethnicity, religious and political beliefs, and even 
sexual orientation. 
But while the previous, more limited Israel-Europol working agreement did 
not explicitly restrict its application to Israel's pre-1967 borders, the more 
recent draft agreement forbids extending the data sharing to Israeli-occupied 
territories. 
At the same time, it allows for what one European source described as 
"unprecedented" exceptions. These include the “prevention of a criminal 
offense in case of an imminent threat to life,” or, with Europol consent, when 
“necessary for the prevention, investigation, detection, or prosecution of 
criminal offenses.” 
Israel's envoy to the EU Haim Regev had already hailed the September 
agreement as a "milestone," but a legal opinion from the European Council’s 
Legal Service and growing opposition from member states makes it 
increasingly unlikely to come to fruition. 
The legal opinion called to delete the exceptions, as they do not abide by the 
European Union's policy since 2012 to “unequivocally and explicitly indicate 
the inapplicability to the territories occupied by Israel in 1967.” 
At least 13 out of 27 member states "reacted harshly" to the use of its data in 
the occupied Palestinian territories, according to Swedish MEP Evin Incir. 
While acknowledging that "data and information is not territory bound" in the 
complex reality on the ground, Rob Rozenburg, Head of Law Enforcement 
Cooperation in the EU Commission, told the Committee on Civil Liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs that "various delegations had concerns in 
relation…to the territorial clause and the exceptions that were proposed." 
A letter has been sent to the Israeli ambassador to the EU in order to kick-
start a fifth round of negotiations, Rozenburg added, but the new far-right 
government may prove less forthcoming than its predecessors. 
The one to oversee the implementation of this deal would be National 
Security Minister-designate Itamar Ben-Gvir. A far-right figure who was 

buoyed to power by a pro-settlement base, he would be unlikely to reach a 
compromise on the matter. 
Depending on the leaning of its government, Israel has put up different levels 
of resistance to the European Union's differentiation policy. In September, 
Naftali Bennett vetoed Israel’s entry into Creative Europe, a cultural 
cooperation program with the European Union, due to the same “territorial 
clause” that prevents extending the scheme to Israeli institutions in the West 
Bank. 
In a rare move, a Memorandum of Understanding on natural gas between 
Israel, the European Union and Egypt signed in June 2022 omitted such a 
territorial clause. 
 
PM LAPID: NO ONE WILL INVESTIGATE IDF SOLDIERS (Arutz-7 12/6/22) 
Outgoing Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid has responded to the news that 
the Al Jazeera media channel plans to submit a petition against Israel to the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague, with regard to the death of Al 
Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu Aqleh. 
"No one will investigate IDF soldiers and no one will preach to us about 
morals in warfare, certainly not Al-Jazeera," Lapid said Tuesday. 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz offered his condolences to Abu Aqleh's 
family, while slamming Al Jazeera over its petition to the ICC. 
“I expressed my condolences following the passing of Shireen Abu Aqleh. At 
the same time, we must remember that this was a combat scenario, which 
was investigated thoroughly." 
"I suggest that [international] officials and Al Jazeera representatives go 
investigate what is happening to reporters in Iran and nearby regions where 
Al Jazeera operates. There is no other military that operates under the moral 
standards of the IDF, and I would like to emphasize my full support and that 
of the entire defense establishment, to the commanders and soldiers who are 
defending the citizens of Israel.” 
The Qatar media outlet announced Tuesday morning that it will file a 
complaint with the ICC later on Tuesday, accusing Israeli forces of 
deliberately shooting Abu Aqleh, an Arab-American journalist who worked for 
Al Jazeera as a correspondent. 
"The claim by the Israeli authorities that Shireen was killed by mistake in an 
exchange of fire is completely unfounded," the outlet claimed. 
After Al Jazeera formally files its petition with the ICC, Abu Aqleh’s family is 
expected to hold a joint press conference with Al Jazeera’s legal team at The 
Hague. 
 
ISRAELI COMPANY IN MOROCCAN NATURAL GAS DEAL (i24NEWS 
12/6/22) 
Israel’s NewMed Energy on Tuesday announced that it signed a deal with 
the Moroccan energy and mining ministry, as well as Adarco Energy, for 
offshore natural gas exploration and production off the coast of Morocco. 
NewMed and Adarco will each hold a 37.5 percent stake in the exploitation 
license rights, and Morocco’s National Hydrocarbons and Mining Ministry will 
have the remaining 25 percent. 
The permit is for the Boujdour Atlantique gas field, located in the southern 
part of Morocco’s offshore economic zone, and was granted for eight years. 
The plan – which still requires regulatory approval from Rabat – is for 
NewMed and Adarco to carry out geological and geophysical analyses and 
eventually conduct exploratory drilling by mid-2025. 
Natural gas has already strengthened Israel's diplomatic standing with its 
Arab neighbors Jordan and Egypt by selling them gas. This deal shows that 
Israel is now also selling its expertise in discovery and extraction.  
It's also a sign that on a practical level, Israel's normalization with Morocco is 
proving to be the most fruitful when it comes to security and business. 
"For a long time now we have recognized a huge potential in Morocco for 
collaborations in both the natural gas and renewable energy sectors," said 
NewMed CEO Yossi Abu. "Today's announcement will make NewMed 
Energy the leading energy entity in the eastern Mediterranean and north 
Africa region.” 
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NewMed is the main stakeholder in Israel’s Leviathan offshore gas field and 
is looking to merge with Britain's Capricorn Energy to create a gas producer 
focused on the Jewish state and Egypt. 
 
NEW SURVEY: HAREDIM ENGAGE IN MORE VOLUNTEER WORK THAN 
ANY OTHER SECTOR (Arutz-7 12/5/22) 
The Central Bureau for Statistics has published its annual report on 
volunteering in Israel, with findings similar to those in years past. 
Around a quarter of all Jewish Israelis engage in volunteer work, the 
Bureau's survey found. When looking at sector-based sub-divisions, it was 
found that haredim volunteer the most - some 40 percent of haredim 
volunteer. Among the religious community, around 32 percent volunteer. 25 
percent of people who define themselves as secular do volunteer work, and 
18 percent of those who describe themselves as traditional. 
38 percent of those who volunteer do so within the framework of an 
organization or several organizations. 44 percent of respondents who 
volunteer said that they do so on a private basis, and 18 percent said that 
they volunteered for organizations in addition to doing so on a private basis. 
Most volunteer work involves helping those who are physically vulnerable or 
in need of various forms of support such as the elderly, disabled people, and 
at-risk youth. 46 percent of those who volunteer said that they worked among 
these groups, as opposed to 14 percent who said that they volunteered in the 
education sector and another 8.4 percent who volunteer in the healthcare 
sector. 
35 percent of respondents who engage in volunteer work said that they 
devote up to nine hours per month to volunteering. 31 percent said that they 
volunteer for 10 hours or more per month. Other respondents reported that 
they had no fixed amount of time during which they volunteer. 
The survey also found that people who engage in volunteer work have higher 
rates of life satisfaction. 95 percent of those who volunteer said that they 
were satisfied with their lives, of which 53 percent said they were "very 
satisfied." By contrast, just 38 percent of people who do not engage in 
volunteer work said that they are "very satisfied" with their lives. 
People who volunteer also tend to be more optimistic, the survey found. 68 
percent of volunteers said that they believe their lives will improve over the 
next few years, whereas only 55 percent of people who do not volunteer 
expressed a similar sentiment. 
 
PALESTINIANS HELP ISRAEL WHEN THEY FOCUS ON "NAKBA DAY" 
(Adi Schwartz, Israel Hayom 12/5/22) 
The decision of the United Nations General Assembly last week to mark the 
so-called Palestinian Nakba Day ("catastrophe") is actually a decision to 
mourn the establishment of the State of Israel.  
It not only reflects the Palestinians' worldview and why Israel never 
succeeded in signing a peace agreement with them but also emphasizes the 
international community's destructive role in the Middle East.  
Contrary to popular belief in the West (and in certain circles in Israel), Nakba 
Day was not intended to mark the alleged humanitarian disaster that befell 
the Palestinian people in the 1948 war. They do not mourn the dead, the 
wounded or the exiled, but the very establishment of the Jewish state. They 
mourn Jews gaining independence rather than the human cost of the war.  
The term nakba was coined by Syrian Arab intellectual Constantin Zureiq in a 
book he wrote in the summer of 1948 titled "The Meaning of Disaster." 
Analyzing the Arab response to their failure to prevent the establishment of 
Israel, he wrote, "Seven Arab states declare war on Zionism in Palestine, 
stop impotent before it, and turn on their heels."  
And this was written even before the echoes of the fighting died down and 
the number of victims became known. But one thing was already clear: the 
State of Israel was established. Israel's War of Independence marked the 
pinnacle of a combined Arab effort to prevent the establishment of a Jewish 
state. For over half a century, Arab states in the region did everything in their 
power to prevent the Zionist dream – they tried (and occasionally succeeded) 
in stopping Jewish immigration, held demonstrations and targeted Jews.  

They opposed any and all initiatives to establish a Jewish state, even if only 
in parts of the land of Israel. They also rejected the UN Partition Plan, which 
has just turned 75, and went to war.  
The thought that 600,000 Jews managed to defeat 60 million Muslim Arabs 
at the time was and still is unimaginable to the Arabs. This is the greatest 
humiliation, the source of the frustration, rage, and violence directed toward 
the State of Israel. This is the true meaning of "nakba", the disaster of the 
Jews' success to declare a state despite all the efforts by the Arabs to 
prevent them from doing so.  
The fact that Palestinians commemorate Nakba Day on May 15 is a clear 
indication of this. If the occasion was truly meant to remember the casualties 
among Palestinians, they could have a day that had more meaning loss-
wise, such as the fighting in the Deir Yassin village or the day when Arab 
Haifa fell to the Jews. These events had a great impact on the course of the 
war, and they reflect a real Palestinian loss.  
But on May 15, nothing happened but the very declaration of Israel's 
independence. The Palestinian demand from the General Assembly to mark 
Nakba Day, therefore, reflects the Palestinian worldwide, which even 75 
years later views the establishment of Israel as a disaster they cannot 
reconcile with. Many in the Arab world, including the Palestinians, still do not 
recognize the Jews' right to self-determination and do not accept a sovereign 
Jewish state with any borders. 
Neither Judea and Samaria nor the settlements are at the heart of the 
conflict. These were not on the agenda at the time of the Partition Plan or the 
War of Independence, yet the Arabs saw the establishment of Israel as a 
"nakba". The fact that the Palestinians still commemorate Nakba Day – and 
now ask the entire international community to do so as well – reflects their 
worldview. Those who want to understand why the peace negotiations have 
failed in recent decades, need only listen to the Palestinians: For them, the 
mourning for the establishment of Israel still continues. 
In recent decades, Palestinians have chosen time and time again to continue 
the struggle against Israel and to reject peace proposals, because that would 
mean finally recognizing the State of Israel. Even when they were offered an 
independent Palestinian state, without settlements, with a capital in East 
Jerusalem, the Palestinians turned it down. The explanation for this is simple: 
the war for Israel's existence is still ongoing for them. 
And yet paradoxically, Palestinian insistence on marking Nakba Day might 
things easier for Israel in terms of diplomacy, because for years we tried in 
vain to convince the world that Palestinian refusal to recognize Israel is what 
stands at the heart of the conflict.  
The Palestinians managed to mislead many in the international community 
(and some in Israel) by claiming that if only Israel withdrew from Judea and 
Samaria, everything would fall into place in peace. And here they are, 
admitting that it's not Israel's alleged occupation that is the problem, but its 
very existence.  
But as always, leave it up to the United States to make the wrong 
conclusions. Instead of sending an unequivocal message to the Palestinians 
that they must recognize the State of Israel and resolve the conflict with it 
through compromise, the organization continues to provide support and 
strengthen Palestinian resistance.  
The very existence of a day of mourning for the establishment of the State of 
Israel, a member of the United Nations since 1949, is unprecedented and 
goes against the spirit of the UN charter. The decision to celebrate Nakba 
Day at the UN headquarters in New York is another link in a long chain of 
decisions that only prolong the conflict. 
The upcoming May 15 is a great opportunity for soul-searching, both for the 
Palestinians, for their stubborn refusal to recognize the Jews' right to a state, 
and for the international community that did nothing to confront the Arab 
worldview. Because only when the Palestinians feel that they have no choice 
but to recognize the existence of Israel will it be possible to reach a 
compromise with them. Until then, unfortunately, Israel will have to continue 
fighting for its place. 



  

Sent away by his mother more than thirty years earlier to escape Esav's wrath over the incidence of the 

blessings, Yaakov is finally journeying back to his beloved parents and homeland. Having spent the last 

twenty years working for his devious uncle Lavan, Yaakov travels home with a large family and great wealth. 

Still concerned about Esav's abiding anger, Yaakov sends a message of conciliation and peace. Included in 

his message are the words "im Lavan garti” - I lived in the home of Lavan. Rashi cites a Medrash that Yaakov 

was sending a coded message. The numerical value of the letters of the word "garti" – gimmel, reish, toph, 

and yud – add up to 613. Yaakov was proclaiming that while he hoped his brother chose peace, should he 

choose war, he will be afforded Divine protection because he "kept the 613 commandments and never 

learned from Lavan's ways."  

Yaakov's declaration that he didn't learn from Lavan's idolatrous ways in addition to keeping all the 

commandments seems redundant. Certainly if Yaakov kept the entire Torah, he didn't learn from Lavan's 

sinful conduct!  

In truth, Yaakov understood that the Torah is not just a vast rule book of do's and don'ts. Yaakov knew 

that the technical fulfillment of the mitzvos is not sufficient. Rather, G-d desires that through the fulfillment 

of the Torah we become uplifted. The Torah should mold our character and purify our nature, imbuing us 

with holiness and spirituality. Yaakov was declaring that not only did he fulfill all of the commandments, 

but his spirit was the spirit of the Torah, uncorrupted by the influence of Lavan.  

The lesson that is imbedded in Yaakov's words teaches us that we cannot content ourselves with the 

fulfillment of the mitzvos alone. We need to be certain that we are being uplifted by the Torah and living 

a life of sanctity and loving kindness. Our lives must be suffused and directed by the values of the Torah. 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

Vayishlach 5783 

 

Presented by Rabbi Menachem Winter, Rosh Kollel 
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Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

But he (Yaakov) got up that night and took his two wives… and his eleven 

sons… (32:23)  

Where was Dinah? Yaakov put her in a box, so that Esav should not see her and 

take her for a wife. Yaakov was punished for withholding Dinah from Esav, for 

had she married Esav she may have caused him to become a righteous person. 

The punishment was that Dinah was taken by Sh’chem (Rashi).  

Leah’s eyes were tender… (Vayeitzei 2:17)  

She would constantly cry due to the possibility that she might marry Esav 

because people used to say that Lavan has two daughters and Rivka has two 

sons. The oldest son Esav should marry the oldest daughter Leah, and the 

youngest son Yaakov, should marry the youngest daughter Rochel (Rashi). 

Since she always prayed that she would not marry Esav, Leah merited to be the 

first one to marry Yaakov, and to have many children with him (Bereishis Rabba).  

Why was Leah rewarded for avoiding marriage with Esav, and Yaakov was 

punished for preventing his daughter’s marriage with Esav? 

 

Which Tanna is referenced in the parsha? 
 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. Noach was in me. 

2. Sarah was in me. 

3. Dina was in me. 

The Sefer Torah is kept in me. 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I was for Moshe. 

2. I was for Yaakov. 

3. More than a stiff neck. 

4. I am not a candy but I was a lifesaver. 

 

 

 #1 Stones (We were many, We were one, We were a 

pillow, We were for protection.) 

#2 Leah (I was older, I cried, I had six boys, I entered Eretz 

Yisrael.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 
Last week’s riddle:  

How many matzeivos (stone monuments) did Yaakov erect in this 

Parsha? For what purpose? 

Answer: Two. One before he left Eretz Yisrael for Lavan’s house (28:18), 

and the second as a sign of peace between him and Lavan when he left 

(31:45). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parashas Vayishlach recounts the massacre of the city of Shechem by Shimon and 

Levi. As we have previously noted, the general consensus of Jewish thought is that 

the brothers had legitimate justification for the killing. It is generally understood that 

Shechem’s crimes of kidnapping and violating Dinah justified his execution, but 

commentators offer a variety of justifications for the massacre of the rest of the city, 

including that of self-defense. 

Some explain that Shechem’s subjects attempted to oppose Shimon and Levi’s 

execution of their leader, or to avenge his death, and so the brothers killed them in 

self-defense (Moshav Zekeinim; Or Hachaim). Ralbag, however, takes the idea of self-

defense much further, and suggests that Shimon and Levi were engaging in 

preemptive self-defense: “Had they killed only [Shechem], his father [Chamor] and 

all the inhabitants of his city would have avenged him.” He is apparently suggesting 

that although the brothers were in no immediate danger from the rest of the city, 

since they reasonably anticipated a future retaliatory attack, they were entitled to 

strike first in preemption. 

In a similar vein, Ralbag elsewhere (following Ibn Ezra) invokes the idea of 

preemptive self-defense in explanation of Hashem’s command to Israel to attack the 

Midianites (Bemidbar 25:18): if Israel did not hasten to attack them, they would strive 

to cause (further) harm to Israel. 

There is little halachic discussion of the legitimacy of preemptive self-defense of 

which I am aware. The classic halachic framework for the legitimacy of self-defense 

in general is the law of the rodef (one who pursues another with lethal intent), who 

may (and should) be killed in order to save his victim. A noteworthy extension of the 

category of rodef is the law of the moser (one who informs on a Jew to a Gentile), 

who may be killed as a rodef since he is presumed to be endangering the life of his 

victim. (See Rosh Bava Kama 10:27. The general applicability of this law in 

contemporary times is doubtful.) A further extension of the category of rodef is to 

someone whose criminal activity threatens to bring down the wrath of the authorities 

upon the Jewish community (see Biur ha-Gra CM  388:10-74). Even these cases, 

however, do not demonstrate the legitimacy of purely preemptive self-defense, 

where it is anticipated that the target will cause harm in the future but has not yet 

actually taken any action to do so. 
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