
  

COVID-19 Updates 
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 

vaccine (16 years of age or older), but who chooses to not 
be vaccinated may attend YISE Minyanim and events 
with the following guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals 
must remain masked at all times while in the Shul 
building, including at Kiddushes and/or other events 
containing food. Masks may not be removed to eat or 
drink. Exceptions will be made for private functions being 
held at the Shul, but that are not Shul sponsored events. 

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should 
not come to shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, 
chills, muscle aches, sore throat, severe cough, 
headache, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, 
congestion or runny nose, or new loss of sense of taste 
or smell. If you have tested positive for COVID, you 
should follow the CDC guidelines. 

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for 
children under 16. 

• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE building. 
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary. 
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and 
to return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In 
protecting each other as we navigate this unfolding situation, 
may we grow stronger as individuals and as a community. 
 

 
 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by Faith Ginsburg, Sahra & Yale Ginsburg, Raphael Ginsburg, and 
the entire Ginsburg Family for the Yahrzeit of Prof. Gilbert J. Ginsburg, Gershon Yosef Ben Yisroel Moshe, 
and by Tsipi & Jerry Hawk in commemoration of the Yahrzeit of Jerry’s father, Tzvi Elazar Ben Harav Yeshaya. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YISE Youth Announcements 
Teen Minyan - The Teen Minyan, led by Rabbi Moshe 
Holzer, meets at 9:15 AM every Shabbos in The House 
next to the Shul. Kiddush is served after Davening. 
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, November 12, from 10:00 
AM until Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the 
toddler room off the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop 
off) in the room behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years will 
meet at Shomrai and walk to the Yeshiva. Special program 
this Shabbos for Veterans Day – see flyer for details. For 
more information, contact Debbie Katz at dkatz@yise.org  
Shabbos Group for 5th and 6th Grade Girls will gather in 
the front yard of The House next to the Shul promptly at 
10 am and go inside together. See flyer for details. 
Junior Congregation for boys in grades 4 - 6 with Jay 
Marcus Meet in the Lower Lobby at 9:55 and walk to the 
Yeshiva at 10:00. See flyer for details. 
Calling All 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi Rosenbaum is 
learning weekly with 5th and 6th grade boys one hour before 
Mincha in the YISE Social Hall, WILL RESUME IN THE 
SPRING. 
Dor L'Dor - The Family Chevrusah-style Learning in a fun 
environment! First session will take place Motzei Shabbos, 
November 19, 7:00 PM in the Social Hall. Please email 
mshimoff@yise.org if you would like to sponsor. See flyer 
for details. 
 
 

Shabbos Schedule 
Minyan locations are B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall, 

 LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 4:39 
• Mincha: 4:40 (B), 4:35 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 4:35 (B), 4:30 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends: 5:39 
Divrei Torah/Shiurim: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Postelnek 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Postelnek 
• Shiur after Mincha Rabbi Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Sponsors: 
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by Faith, Sahra & Yale 

Ginsburg and the extended Ginsburg Family to commemorate the Yahrzeit 
of Prof. Gilbert J. Ginsburg, Gershon Yosef Ben Yisroel Moshe, and by the 
Millen Family to commemorate the 2nd Yahrzeit of Rabbi William Millen, 
HaRav Yitzchak Zev Ben Pinchas. 

• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by the Ginsburg Family to commemorate the 
Yarhrzeit of Gilbert Ginsburg, Gershon Yosef Ben Yisroel Moshe, and by 
Sara Malka & Rabbi Menachem Winter and Family in gratitude to Rabbi 
and Mrs. Rosenbaum and the entire Shomrai community for welcoming them 
so warmly and being a home for them during their time in Kemp Mill.  

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
November 11 - 12, 2022 - 18 Marcheshvan 5783 - Parshas Vayeira 

Light Candles by 4:39 - Havdalah 5:39 

 
 

Mazal Tov 
• Barbara & Michael Blaustein on the birth of a granddaughter, Rena Leah. 

Parents are Adina & Ezra Blaustein of Beachwood, OH. 
• Susan & Rabbi Saul Koss on the engagement of their granddaughter Hudi 

Bart (parents Rivka & R’ Evan Bart of Richmond, VA) to Rafael Dilman, son 
of Basya & R’ Dovid Dilman, all of Yerushalayim. Mazal Tov also to Bubby 
Frieda and Uncle Jonathan. 

• Arleeta & Rabbi Dr. Ivan Lerner on the birth of a girl to their grandchildren 
Chaya & Yeshayahu Pack. Mazal Tov to great-grandmother Dina Rosenbaum 
and to grandparents, Devorah & Rabbi Ezra Lerner and Yocheved & Rabbi 
Yosef Pack. 

 
Condolences 

• Michael Harris on the passing of his father, Sidney Harris. Shiva is being 
observed at 801 Lamberton Drive until Thursday morning. Visiting hours: 
Motzei Shabbos: 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM, Sunday: 12 Noon - 1:00 PM, 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday: 12 Noon - 1:00 PM, 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM. 
Those coming for Shiva visits are requested to wear masks. Michael may be 
contacted during Shiva at 301-921-5515. 

• Sara Silver on the passing of her mother, Vivian Silver. Sara is observing 
Shiva at 1111 University Blvd. West, Apt. 416 until Sunday morning. 
Visiting hours Motzei Shabbos: 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM. 

YISE Programs and Listings 
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and Holidays 
by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos morning. This week’s Shiur will be led by Rabbi Postelnek. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Following the Hashkamah Minyan, learning Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. This week’s 
Shiur will be led by Rabbi Rosenbaum. 
Monthly Shalosh Seudos - First Shabbos of each month. To sponsor, contact Simi Franco at 301-593-4465, ext. 103, or office@yise.org 
Volunteers are needed to set up and clean up. Contact Ethan Cohen at ecohen@yise.org to be part of the rotation. 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a series on the laws of Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at the 
home of David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at 
rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos  
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Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur 
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come 
together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives speedily. Until 
that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. 
These options are now available for sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily 
basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to commemorate 
a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a 
Simcha or any other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the 
Shul's other sources of revenue are not available. 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per 
day):  
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha 
Shiurim together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship at $54 
each.  
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 

 
 
  

Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for 
this Past Week: 

Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur 
• Rochelle Dimont in memory of her grandmother, her Bubbe, Chaya Sarah 

Bat Avraham Zelig, Z”L, whose Yahrzeit is the 13th of Marcheshvan. 
• Hannah & Robert Klein in memory of Daniel Katz, Z”L, son of Arline & 

Irving Katz and brother of Menashe and Shlomo Katz. 
• Hannah & Robert Klein in memory of Lisa Landy, Z”L. 
• Sue & Ray White in memory of Sue’s mother, Sarah Bas Meir Eliyahu, Z”L. 

 Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in honor of Rabbi Grossman and all those who attend his Shiur. 
8:45 Minyan Drasha 
• The Millen Family to commemorate the 2nd Yahrzeit of Rabbi William 

Millen, HaRav Yitzchak Zev Ben Pinchas, Z”L. 
• Debi & Max Rudmann and Elyse & Haim Gabay Leilui Nishmas The 

Cowboy, Natan Ben Ze’ev HaKohen. 
9:15 Minyan Drasha 
• Debi & Max Rudmann and Elyse & Haim Gabay Leilui Nishmas The 

Cowboy, Natan Ben Ze’ev HaKohen. 

Weekday Shiurim 
Options for in-person and remote learning are listed below. 

For the latest list and times, go to: 
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim 
followed by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday 
through Friday, 9:30 AM, Zoom A, will not take place on 
Monday, November 14. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, 
followed by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through 
Thursday, 7:30 PM, Zoom A, will not take place on 
Sunday, November 13. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women 
(spiritual self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays 
and Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 
AM, now learning Mishlei, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning 
Sefer Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - 
Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM. Shiurim: 
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak 

Mandel 
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced Jew - 

Rabbi Hillel Shaps 
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak 

Grossman 
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging 

Parsha Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter 
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, 

Sundays at 10:00 AM, Zoom C. 
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at 

Shomrai) - 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact 
Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.  
• For Men: 

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page 
Gemara. 

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading 
Responsa - Zoom E. 

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei 
Hatorah Gemara Skills Building - Zoom F. 

• For Women: 
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, Zoom D. 

• SCP (Semichas Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 
PM at YISE. Join the fastest growing Halacha learning 
program in the world! Register online at 
https://thegreaterwashingtoncommunitykollel.com/scp 
See flyer for details. 

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet 
Chulin, Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in 
the Franco Beit Midrash. 

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social Hall, 
9:00 PM - 10:00 PM For more information, contact Rabbi 
Levy 240-423-8810. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry 
Greengart’s Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 9:00 
AM, studying Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B. 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, 
Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the 
Torah from a Deeper Perspective”, in-person in the Small 
Beis Medrash and on Zoom G. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for 
Men, learning Maseches Bava Metzia, Daf 3a. Wednesday 
evenings at 8:00 PM on Zoom H. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter 
the meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 or 929-205-6099 and 
enter the meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, passcode Winter (phone 667362) 
Zoom E: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom F: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
Zoom H: ID: 849 3898 4989, passcode 161699 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For 
an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names (anniversary) in 
this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to 
office@yise.org: Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary date, name (birthday) or 
names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos 
Shorts based on the date of the event. 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Hachnasat Sefer Torah Dedication by Feigy & Rabbi Tuvia Grauman, 10:00 
AM on Sunday, November 20 starting at YGW Beis Medrash, followed by 
dancing the Torah to YISE and a Seudah. In case of inclement weather, the 
entire dedication will be at YISE. Watch your email for details. 
YISE Youth Shabbos Morning Groups Coordinator Needed - You can 
make a real difference in our community and meet wonderful people at the 
same time. Position requires 2 hours on Shabbos morning plus planning time 
during the week. Generous salary. For more information , contact Debbie Katz 
at dkatz@yise.org or Esti Thurman at estithurman@gmail.com 
Ruach Minyan - Mark your calendars for the next Ruach Minyan, Friday, 
November 18, led by Dave Sloan! There will be a special story-telling program 
during part of Maariv with Susan Koss! Mincha in the Belonofsky Sanctuary, 
followed by Kabbalos Shabbos and Maariv in the Social Hall. Bring your 
family and invite your friends. It's going to be Gevaldic! For questions, contact 
Adam Bashein: 301-943-4370 or adambashein@gmail.com 
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The Week Ahead Sunday 
November 13 

Monday 
November 14 

 

Tuesday 
November 15 

Wednesday 
November 16 

 

Thursday 
November 17 

 

Friday 
November 18 

 
Shacharis 

Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 
 Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 4:40 4:40 / 7:30 4:40 / 7:30 4:40 / 7:30 4:40 / 7:30 See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 4:35 4:35 4:35 4:35 4:35 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:32 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:00 AM, Latest Netz: 6:56 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 9:20 AM, Earliest Mincha: 12:24 PM, Earliest Shkia: 4:51 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 5:38 PM 

Community Programs & Listings 
Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a 
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209. 
Siyum in Memory of Lisa Landy – Go to http://hadranalach.com/2514 to join a Siyum Mishnayos planned for the first Yahrzeit of Lisa Landy, 
Liba Hendel Bas Chayim. 
From Rhodes to Zimbabwe, Africa - Sephardic history, culture, language (Ladino), community and culinary traditions between the Zambezi and 
Limpopo Rivers. Sunday, November 13, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom. Register at https://shindc.org/JAfrica1 SHIN-DC Jewish Communities in 
Africa Series. Questions? Email Sephardic Heritage International (SHIN-DC): info@shindc.org  
Annual Rosenblatt Memorial Lecture - You are invited to attend a Virtual Program in memory of Rabbi Morris and Rebbetzin Esther 
Rosenblatt on Wednesday, November 16, 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM on Zoom. The featured guest is author and journalist Thomas L. Friedman, in 
conversation with Gary Rosenblatt. Zoom Meeting ID: 642 309 9281 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, November 16, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
Bring Some Warmth To Your Friends & Neighbors in Need - Donate warm food items to the Capital Kosher Food Pantry’s Cold Weather Food 
Drive. We need your help to stock up on soups, hot beverages, hot breakfast cereals and more for the coming cold months. All food donations 
should be shelf-stable, factory sealed, well within the use-by date, and be marked with Star-K, OU, CRC, OK or Kof-K certification. For complete 
details, please visit: https://www.capitalkosherpantry.org/cold-weather-food-drive  
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org The class will resume on Wednesday, November 30. 
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person, 7:30 AM in the YISE Social Hall. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 
 
 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, November 16 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
       Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 

Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi       Simi Franco - Office Manager 
 

Next Shabbos 
November 18 - 19, 2022 - 25 Marcheshvan 5783 

Parshas Chayei Sarah/Mevorchim Hachodesh 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 4:33 
• Mincha: 4:35 (B), 4:30 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 4:30 (B), 4:25 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 5:34 

  
 
 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Bug Checking Seminar - Hands-on presentation with Rabbi Sholom Tendler of the Star-K has been postponed to Sunday, December 11. For 
more info, please contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com See flyer for details. 
Online YISE Cholim List - Go to https://wp.yise.org/cholim to add a name to the list. The list is used at the 8:45 Minyan on Monday, Thursday, 
and Shabbos. For questions about Mi Sheberach guidelines, contact Rabbi Rosenbaum. For other questions, contact Seth Katz at sethkatz@yise.org 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know 
when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, provides assistance to families undergoing medical crises. For 
information, please contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at https://audio.yise.org 
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To All 5th & 6th 
Grade Girls....

EXCITING NEW SHABBOS GROUP

Every Shabbos Morning
 

In The YISE House (next to Shul)
 
 

10:00-11:15
 
 

Starting September 10th













Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
Negative Capability: I have written about the 
binding of Isaac many times in these studies, each 
time proposing an interpretation somewhat different 
from the ones given by the classic commentators. I 
do so for a simple reason. 
  The Torah, and Tanach generally, regard child 
sacrifice as one of the worst of evils. Child sacrifice 
was widely practised in the ancient world. In 2 Kings 
3:26-27, we read of how the Moabite king Mesha, in 
the course of war against Israel, Judah and Edom, 
sacrificed his eldest son to the god Chemosh. Had 
the point of the trial been Abraham’s willingness to 
sacrifice his son, then in terms of the value system of 
Tanach itself he would have proven himself no better 
than a pagan king. 
    Besides this, the name Abram means “mighty 
father.” The change of name to Abraham was meant 
to signify “father of many nations.” God said that He 
chose Abram “so that he will instruct his children 
and his household after him to go in the way of the 
Lord,” meaning that Abraham was chosen to be a 
role model of fatherhood. A model father does not 
sacrifice his child. 
  The classic interpretation given by most of the 
commentators is beautiful and moving. Abraham 
showed that he loved God more than he loved his 
own son. But for the reasons above, I prefer to 
continue to search for different interpretations. 
Unquestionably, there was a trial. It involved Isaac. 
It tested Abraham’s faith to the limit. But it was 
about something else. 
  One of the most perplexing features of the Abraham 
story is the disconnect between God’s promises and 
the reality. Seven times, God promised Abraham the 
land. Yet when Sarah died, he owned not even a 
burial plot and had to buy one at an exorbitant price. 
  At the very opening of the story, God called on him 
to leave his land, his birthplace and his father’s 
house, and promised him, “I will make you into a 
great nation, and I will bless you.” Without demur or 
hesitation, Abraham left, began the journey, and 
arrived in the land of Canaan. He came to Shechem 
and built an altar there. He moved on to Bet-El and 
built an altar there as well. Then almost immediately 
we read that “There was a famine in the land.” 
  Abraham and his household were forced to go to 
Egypt. There, he found that his life was at risk. He 
asked Sarah to pretend to be his sister rather than his 
wife, thus putting her in a false position, (conduct 
which Ramban intensely criticised). Where, at that 
moment, was the Divine blessing? How was it that, 
leaving his land and following God’s call, Abraham 
found himself in a morally dangerous situation 
where he was forced to choose between asking his 
wife to live a lie, and exposing himself to the 
probability, perhaps certainty, of his own death? 
  A pattern is beginning to emerge. Abraham was 
learning that there is a long and winding road 
between promise and fulfilment. Not because God 
does not keep His word, but because Abraham and 
his descendants were charged with bringing 
something new into the world. A sacred society. A 
nation formed by covenant. An abandonment of 
idolatry. An austere code of conduct. A more 
intimate relationship with God than any people has 
ever known. It would become a nation of pioneers. 
And God was teaching Abraham from the very 
beginning that this demands extraordinary strengths 
of character, because nothing great and 

transformative happens overnight in the human 
world. You have to keep going, even if you are tired 
and lost, exhausted and despondent. 
  God will bring about everything He promised. But 
not immediately. And not directly. God seeks change 
in the real world of everyday lives. And He seeks 
those who have the tenacity of faith to keep going 
despite all the setbacks. That is what the life of 
Abraham was about. 
  Nowhere was this clearer than in relation to God’s 
promise of children. Four times, God spoke about 
this to Abraham: 
[1] “I will make you into a great nation, and I will 
bless you.” 
[2] “I will make your offspring like the dust of the 
earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then 
your offspring could be counted.” 
[3] “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if 
indeed you can count them.” Then He said to him, 
“So shall your offspring be.” 
[4] “No longer will you be called Abram; your name 
will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of 
many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will 
make nations of you, and kings will come from 
you.” 
  Four ascending promises: a great nation, as many 
as the dust of the earth, as the stars of the sky; not 
one nation but many nations. Abraham heard these 
promises and had faith in them: “Abram believed the 
Lord, and He reckoned it to him as righteousness”. 
  Then God gave Abraham some painful news. His 
son by Hagar, Ishmael, would not be his spiritual 
heir. God would bless him and make him a great 
nation, “But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, 
whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next 
year.”. 
  It is against this background of four promises of 
countless children, and a further promise that 
Abraham’s covenant would be continued by Isaac, 
that we must set the chilling words that open the 
trial: “Take your son, your only son, the son that you 
love – Isaac – and offer him up.” 
  The trial was not to see whether Abraham had the 
courage to sacrifice his son. As we saw above, even 
pagans like Mesha king of Moab had that courage. It 
was widespread in the ancient world, and completely 
abhorrent to Judaism. 
  The trial was not to see whether Abraham had the 
strength to give up something he loved. He had 
shown this time and time again. At the very 
beginning of his story he gave up his land, his 
birthplace and his father’s house, everything that was 
familiar to him, everything that spoke of home. In 
the previous chapter, he gave up his firstborn son 
Ishmael whom, it is clear, he also loved. Was there 
even the slightest doubt that he would give up Isaac, 
who was so clearly God’s miraculous gift, arriving 
when Sarah was already postmenopausal? 
  The trial was to see whether Abraham could live 
with what seemed to be a clear contradiction 
between God’s word now, and God’s word on five 
previous occasions, promising him children and a 
covenant that would be continued by Isaac. 
  The Rabbis knew that there were instances where 
two verses contradicted one another until a third 
verse came to resolve the contradiction. That was 
Abraham’s situation. He was faced with a 
contradiction, and there was as yet no further verse 
to resolve it. That was the test. Could Abraham live 
with uncertainty? 

  He did just that. He prepared himself for the 
sacrifice. But he told no one else. When he and Isaac 
set off on the third day on their own, he told the two 
servants who had accompanied them, “Stay here 
with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. 
We will worship and then we will come back to 
you.” When Isaac asked, “Where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?” Abraham replied, “God Himself 
will provide the lamb.” 
  These statements are usually taken as diplomatic 
evasions. I believe, however, that Abraham meant 
exactly what he said. He was living the 
contradiction. He knew God had told him to sacrifice 
his son, but he also knew that God had told him that 
He would establish an everlasting covenant with his 
son. 
  The trial of the binding of Isaac was not about 
sacrifice but about uncertainty. Until it was over, 
Abraham did not know what to believe, or how it 
would end. He believed that the God who promised 
him a son would not allow him to sacrifice that son. 
But he did not know how the contradiction between 
God’s promise and His command would resolve 
itself. 
  The poet John Keats, in a letter to his brothers 
George and Thomas in 1817, sought to define what 
made Shakespeare so great compared to other 
writers. He possessed, he said, “Negative Capability 
– that is, when a man is capable of being in 
uncertainties, mysteries, doubts, without any irritable 
reaching after fact and reason.” Shakespeare, in 
other words, was open to life in all its multiplicity 
and complexity, its conflicts and contradictions, 
while other, lesser writers sought to reduce it to a 
single philosophical frame. What Shakespeare was 
to literature, Abraham was to faith. 
  I believe that Abraham taught us that faith is not 
certainty; it is the courage to live with uncertainty. 
He had negative capability. He knew the promises 
would come true; he could live with the uncertainty 
of not knowing how or when.  
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
 “Take your son, your only son, the one whom you 
love, Isaac, and dedicate him there for a burnt 
offering [or a dedication; literally, a lifting up] on 
one of the mountains which I will tell you of.”  As 
we have seen, there are manifold possibilities of 
interpreting God’s most difficult directive to 
Abraham. But in order for us to truly appreciate the 
eternal quality of Torah, let us examine how the 
martyrs of Jewish history have taken – and drawn 
inspiration from – this drama of the Akeda (binding). 
  In the city of Worms, in 1096, some 800 people 
were killed in the course of two days at the end of 
the month of Iyar. In The Last Trial, Professor 
Shalom Spiegel’s study of the Akeda, he records a 
chronicle of that period that cites a declaration by 
one of the community’s leaders, Rabbi Meshulam 
bar Isaac:  “All you great and small, hearken unto 
me. Here is my son that God gave me and to whom 
my wife Tziporah gave birth in her old age. Isaac is 
this child’s name. And now I shall offer him up as 
father Abraham offered up his son Isaac.” 
  Sadly, the chronicle concludes with the father 
slaying the boy himself, in the presence of his wife. 
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When the distraught parents leave the room of their 
sacrifice, they are both cruelly slaughtered by the 
murdering Christians.  
  Spiegel quotes from a dirge of the time:  
“Compassionate women in tears, with their own 
hands slaughtered, as at the Akeda of Moriah. 
Innocent souls withdrew to eternal life, to their 
station on high…” 
  The biblical story of the binding of Isaac is 
replayed via the Talmudic invocation of the ram’s 
horn (shofar) each year on Rosh Hashanah, the Day 
of Judgment and Renewal. The shofar symbolizes 
the ram substitute for Isaac on Mount Moriah; God 
commands that we hearken to the cries of this shofar 
‘in order that I may remember for your benefit the 
binding of Isaac the son of Abraham, and I shall 
account it for you as if you yourselves bound 
yourselves up before Me’ (Rosh Hashanah 16a).  
  This message of the shofar has inspired Jews of all 
generations to rise to the challenge of martyrdom 
whenever necessary, transforming themselves into 
Abrahams and Sarahs, placing their precious 
children on the altar of Kiddush Hashem, 
sanctification of the divine name. 
  Indeed, there was apparently a stubborn tradition 
which insisted that Abraham actually went through 
with the act of sacrifice. After all, following the 
biblical command of the angel to Abraham (the deus 
ex machina as it were) – ‘Do not cast your hand 
against the lad’, where is Isaac? If, indeed, his life 
has just been saved, why doesn’t he accompany his 
father, why don’t they go together to the lads, why 
don’t they – father and son – return home together to 
Beer Sheva and Sarah (as they have been described 
twice as doing – father and son walking together – in 
the context of the Akeda story)?!  
  Moreover, when they first approached the mountain 
of sacrifice, Abraham tells the young men to wait 
down below:  ‘I and the boy will go yonder; we will 
worship and we will come back to you’. 
  So why does the text have Abraham return alone?  
  On the basis of this textual problem, Ibn Ezra 
makes mention of an interpretation that suggests that 
Abraham literally followed God’s command, slaying 
his son, and that God later on miraculously brought 
Isaac back to life. It is precisely that stark and 
startling deletion of Isaac’s name from the 
conclusion of the biblical account of the Akeda itself 
which gave countless generations of Jewish martyrs 
the inspiration for their sacrifice; and this is the case, 
even though Ibn Ezra felt compelled to deny the 
tradition as inaccurate:  “Isaac is not mentioned. But 
he who asserts that Abraham slew Isaac and 
abandoned him, and that afterwards Isaac came to 
life again, is speaking contrary to the biblical text”.  
  Ibn Ezra is obviously making reference to a 
commentary which Jewish martyrdom would not 
allow to fall into oblivion. 
  The earliest reference to this notion of Isaac’s 
actual sacrifice is probably the Midrash Hagadol 
which cites R. Eleazer ben Pedat:  “Although Isaac 
did not die, Scripture regards him as though he had 
died. And his ashes lay piled on the altar. That’s why 
the text mentions Abraham and not Isaac.” 
  And perhaps one might argue that Isaac was so 
traumatized by the Akeda that a specific aspect of 
him did die, part of his personality which would 
always remain on the altar. After all, Isaac is the 
most ethereal and passive of the patriarchs, called by 
the Midrash – even after the binding – the olah 
temimah, the whole burnt offering.  
  But this psychological interpretation and Ibn Ezra’s 
rejection notwithstanding, the penitential Slichot 
prayers still speak of the ‘ashes of Isaac’ on the altar, 
continuing to give credence to the version which 
suggests that Isaac did suffer martyrdom. And we 
have already cited recorded incidents of children 
who suffered martyrdom at the hands of their 

parents, who did not wish them to be violated by the 
pagan tyrants. 
  God’s command to sacrifice Isaac, and Abraham’s 
submissive silence, may actually help us understand 
how a people promised greatness, wealth and 
innumerable progeny comparable to the stars, find 
the courage and the faith to endure the suffering and 
martyrdom mercilessly inflicted upon them by 
virtually every Christian or Islamic society with 
which they come into contact. 
  The paradox in Jewish history is that unless we 
were willing to sacrifice our children for God, we 
would never have survived as a God-inspired and 
God-committed nation with a unique message for 
ourselves and the world. Perhaps that is why Mount 
Moriah, the place of the willingness to sacrifice, is 
the Temple Mount of the Holy City of Jerusalem: the 
place from which God will ultimately be revealed to 
all of humanity; the place of Jewish eternity. 
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
Trials and Tribulations: There was a coffee shop in 
the town in which I once lived. It was part of a 
national chain, so that all kinds of people gathered 
there for their morning coffee and doughnuts. This 
particular shop was under strict kosher supervision.  
There was a time when I was a regular customer 
there. Besides the coffee and the irresistible 
doughnuts it was a great place to meet acquaintances 
from the local community.  
  There was one gentleman there who never missed a 
morning. He dressed in the clothes of a laborer. His 
head was covered by a baseball cap, which he 
removed as soon as he entered the café. Generally, 
we nodded good morning to each other, but that was 
the extent of our relationship.  
  One day, he pointed to the seat across from him, 
and I accepted his invitation. He spoke to me in a 
heavily accented English, and thus began a most 
memorable relationship. He said, "I am greater than 
Abraham!"  I could not determine whether he was 
teasing or being provocative. It even crossed my 
mind that he might be delusional. I decided to take 
his comment at face value and simply responded, 
"What do you mean?" He replied, "Abraham is 
praised in our tradition because he successfully 
withstood ten trials. I withstood many more trials 
than ten, before I succumbed."  
  Until that morning, it had never occurred to me that 
he was Jewish, let alone knowledgeable about 
Jewish tradition. Over the course of that morning 
and the many mornings that followed, I learned 
much about him. He was a Hungarian Jew and born 
to a devout family. He was considered a prize 
Talmud student and attended a yeshiva during his 
teenage years. I had heard of that yeshiva and I knew 
that the dean, his entire faculty, and most of the 
student body were killed in the furnaces of Birkenau. 
I was face-to-face with a survivor.  
  In due time, he told me more of his story. He left 
the yeshiva, hid for a while in a dozen hiding places, 
and eventually joined a partisan resistance militia. 
He was betrayed to the Gestapo by one of his fellow 
partisans. Because of his physical appearance and 
obvious strength, he was directed to a series of work 
camps and ultimately to Auschwitz. He witnessed 
the deportations of thousands of Jews and was forced 
to cooperate in the incineration of bodies removed 
from the gas chambers. Interviewing some of those 
Jews before their deaths, he learned the horrid details 
of the murder of his family, of his fellow students, 
and of the rabbis with whom he had studied.  
  "My faith was tested ten times or more daily. But I 
persisted in my faith, prayed, and even studied in the 
small Mishnayos that I kept hidden with me. 
Eventually, my faith dissipated. It was a slow 
process, a gradual descent into a pit of despair and 
anger. I finally became convinced that I had to 
renounce everything I was taught to believe. Even 

Abraham himself was tested but ten times, I was 
tested a thousand times. That was too much for any 
man!"  
  I tell this story not because it has a happy ending. 
Shortly after I moved away from that town, I learned 
that my coffee-shop companion had died, had 
requested that his body be cremated, and left a brief 
will in which he expressed his stubborn adherence to 
his faithlessness. Of course, none of us can sit in 
judgment of such a person.  
  But to this day, and especially in the days before we 
read Parshat Vayera I vividly recollect this 
gentleman and the conversations that we had. I 
struggle with many questions, not the least of which 
is the question, "What am I to learn from this man 
and the many like him?"  
  If one studies the Torah portions of this week and 
last and familiarizes oneself with the Abraham 
narrative, one cannot help but call to mind the 
passage in Ethics of the Fathers (Pirkei Avot), which 
reads: "Abraham our father was tested with ten trials 
and he withstood all of them, to make known how 
deep was our father Abraham's love of God."  
  Some of you may even have attempted to list the 
ten trials and have discovered that even the greatest 
rabbis do not agree upon the exact identity of all ten. 
But you must agree, or at least sympathize, with my 
coffee-shop companion’s contention that he suffered 
many more trials than Abraham did.  
  Personally, I have found it meaningful to remember 
my companion whenever I read the Abraham 
narrative at this time of year, but especially on Rosh 
Hashanah when we read of the most dramatic of 
those trials. For one thing, I find myself counting my 
own blessings in the realization that I have been 
spared the kinds of trials that Abraham experienced 
with enhanced faith, and certainly the trials which 
my unnamed companion suffered and lost his faith.  
  But I also find myself realizing that we all are faced 
with trials, hopefully far less traumatic than those of 
my Holocaust survivor-friend, but trials nonetheless. 
I especially recall, and contemplate repeatedly, the 
lesson I learned from one of the last surviving 
yeshiva deans of the previous generation. I had 
consulted him for advice when I was offered a 
particularly challenging, but extremely prestigious, 
rabbinic position. On the one hand, I was tempted to 
accept the position. But on the other hand, I knew 
that I would have to compromise some of my 
religious standards in the process. I sought out the 
counsel of this yeshiva dean. He encouraged me to 
take the position and even offered to stand by me 
throughout my tenure in the position with his 
support and guidance.  
  Nevertheless, I decided to ignore his counsel and 
turned the position down. Several weeks later, we 
met at a public event, and he asked me what had 
happened. I told him that I had concluded that the 
position entailed too many nisyonot, too many 
challenges, too many trials.  
  His retort still resounds in my ears: "Too many 
nisyonot?! Too many challenges?! Heshele (his pet 
name for me), there is only one place on Earth where 
there are no nisyonos, no challenges, no trials! And 
you don't want to go there!" He was referring, of 
course, to the cemetery.  
  We cannot avoid challenges. Perhaps this is the 
most important life lesson that Abraham taught us. 
We are all presented with trials, some ten like 
Abraham, some less, and some many more. But we 
must rise to challenges, cope with these nisyonos, 
withstand these tests, and overcome these trials with 
our faith intact.  
 We must all be prepared for the trials of life. They 
are part and parcel of the human condition and 
cannot be avoided.  Abraham resolved the sore 
predicament. And so can we. [Excerpted]
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In this week’s Parashah, we read about the Akeidah, in
which Avraham was commanded to offer his son Yitzchak as a
sacrifice. R’ Moshe ben Nachman z”l (Ramban; 1194-1270;
Spain and Eretz Yisrael) writes that it was Avraham’s passing
this test that assures the eternity of the Jewish People.

But what was the test? asks R’ Gedaliah Eisman z”l (1910-
2011; Mashgiach Ruchani of Yeshiva Kol Torah in
Yerushalayim). Avraham was a prophet, and he heard Hashem
command him to sacrifice his son. Could there be any question
whether Avraham would obey Hashem’s direct command?
Surely, Avraham could not think he might gain something by
disobeying Hashem!

The real test, R’ Eisman explains, was: What would
Avraham think? Would he question and rationalize, or would
he subjugate his mind to Hashem’s infinitely greater
intelligence? Would he say: I am only human, and I and my
thoughts belong to Hashem?

We read in Tehilim (36:7), “Man and animal You will save.”
The Gemara (Chullin 5b) comments: “This refers to people of
intelligence who behave like animals.” R’ Eisman explains:
Intelligence is the defining characteristic of a human, and
without it, one cannot attain any spiritual level. Nevertheless,
the Gemara is teaching, there are times when we must put our
own thoughts aside and blindly accept the will of Hashem. That
was the test of the Akeidah.  (Gidulei Mussar: Elul V’yemei Hadin
p.26)

Shabbat
R’ Moshe ben Maimon z”l (Rambam; 1135-1204; Spain and Egypt)

writes: No ideas retain their vitality unless they are given a solid foundation,
publicized, and constantly reinforced through actions. Therefore, the Torah
instructs us to honor the Shabbat day--in order to affirm thereby the fact of
Creation. This idea will spread in the world when all people “rest” on the
same day. Then, when someone will ask, “Why is Shabbat worthy of honor?”
the answer will be (Shmot 20:11): “For in six days Hashem made. . .”

The Torah seems to give two different reasons for this commandment.
In Shmot, the reason given is: “For in six days. . .” But, in Devarim (5:15), the
reason given is: “You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of
Egypt . . . therefore, Hashem, your Elokim, has commanded you to make the
Shabbat day.” This difference can be explained easily, Rambam writes. In the
earlier verse, the Torah is explaining why Shabbat is a day deserving of
honor and distinction, as the cited verse concludes: “Therefore, Hashem
blessed the Shabbat day and sanctified it.” In the later verse, the Torah is
explaining why G-d gave us the Mitzvah of Shabbat and commanded us to
keep it, i.e., because we were slaves. As slaves, our work did not depend on
our will, nor could we choose the time for it. We also could not rest.

Thus, Hashem commanded us to abstain from work on Shabbat, and to
rest, for two purposes: (1) To affirm the fact of the Creation, which leads
directly to affirming the existence of G-d; and (2) To remember Hashem’s
kindness in freeing us from the yoke of the Egyptians. Shabbat is, therefore,
a double blessing: it implants in us correct beliefs and it promotes the health
of our bodies by forcing us to rest.  (Moreh Nevuchim II 31)
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“So he said, ‘Let not my Master be annoyed and I will speak but this

once: What if ten [Tzaddikim] would be found there [in S’dom]?’ And
He said, ‘I will not destroy on account of the ten.’

“Hashem departed when He had finished speaking to Avraham, and
Avraham returned to his place.”  (18:32-33)

Midrash Rabbah asks: Why did Avraham not pray that S’dom be saved
even if there were fewer than ten Tzaddikim there? The Midrash answers:
Because there were eight survivors of the Generation of the Flood (i.e.,
Noach, his wife, their three sons, and their three daughters-in-law), and the
world was not saved in their merit. [Until here from the Midrash]

The answer offered by the Midrash requires explanation: Perhaps eight
Tzaddikim could not save the entire world, but who is to say that eight
Tzaddikim is not enough to save one city, such as S’dom?

R’ Shmuel Yafeh Ashkenazi z”l (16th century; rabbi of the Ashkenazi
community of Constantinople) answers: Surely, the Midrash does not mean
that Avraham did not ask about eight Tzaddikim because Noach’s eight
family members could not save the entire world. The proof is that Avraham
did ask about ten, which (according to the interpretation assumed by our
question) would imply that the merit of Noach’s family would have saved
the whole world if they had numbered ten! But, if that were so, why couldn’t
Avraham’s household, which surely numbered ten Tzaddikim, save the
entire world (including S’dom)?

Rather, R’ Ashkenazi explains, the “world” referred to here is only
Noach’s surroundings. The eight members of Noach’s family could not
protect even their surroundings. Thus, Avraham knew that the eight
Tzaddikim in S’dom, if they existed, could not save their surroundings. As for
Avraham’s household, they did not live in S’dom, so they could not protect
it.  (Yefei To’ar)

R’ Yechiel Michel ben Uziel z”l (Glogow in Central Europe; died 1730)
answers differently: The merit of Avraham’s household could not save
S’dom because Avraham’s household was not covered by the decree against
S’dom in the first place. In contrast, the Flood was decreed on the entire
world; Noach and his family were covered by the decree and then were
extricated from it. Having their own connection to the decree, perhaps
Noach’s family actually could have saved the entire world if they had
numbered ten instead of eight.

A separate question: Why is Noach’s son Cham counted by the Midrash
as a tzaddik, when he was not? R’ Yechiel Michel answers: Perhaps he was
righteous when the flood began and later became wicked. Alternatively, he
is called righteous because he was innocent of the specific sin that led to the
Flood, i.e., theft.  (Nezer Ha’kodesh)
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“He said, ‘My Master, if I find favor in Your eyes, please do not go

away from Your servant’.”  (18:3)
Rashi z”l writes: He asked G-d to wait for him while he ran to invite the

travelers.
R’ Yerachmiel Fried shlita (Rosh Kollel in Dallas, Texas) quotes R’ Shlomo

Zalman Auerbach z”l (Yerushalayim; 1910-1995) as observing that Halachah
does not permit a person to interrupt Shemoneh Esrei in order to welcome a
guest, in contrast to Avraham’s interrupting his encounter with the Shechinah
in order to welcome guests. We are able to learn a lofty principle from
Avraham’s action--that welcoming guests is greater than greeting the
Shechinah--only because Avraham Avinu lived before the Torah was given and
therefore was not obligated to observe Halachah. He could make judgments
about which action seemed more important. We, in contrast, do not have that
latitude, and our value system must be based on Halachah.

R’ Auerbach adds: We say in the Pesach Haggadah, “If He had (only)
brought us close to Har Sinai and not given us the Torah, Dayeinu / for that too
we would have been obligated to thank Him.” What would have been the value
of coming to Har Sinai and not receiving the Torah? The answer is that there
was a great revelation at Har Sinai. We learn from Dayeinu, however, that
having a significant “spiritual experience” is not synonymous with receiving
the Torah.  (Ma’adanei Shlomo: Mo’adim p.126)

“Then Avraham ran to the cattle, took a calf, tender and good, and
gave it to the youth who hurried to prepare it.”  (18:7)

Rashi z”l comments: The youth was Yishmael, whom Avraham instructed
to do this in order to train him in the performance of Mitzvot [in this case the
Mitzvah of hospitality].

R’ Yechiel Michel Zilber shlita (Rosh Yeshiva of the Zhvil Yeshiva in
Yerushalayim) observes: We read at the end of last week’s parashah (17:25),
“His son Yishmael was thirteen years old when he was circumcised.” This
incident took place a few days later. From here we can learn that a father’s
obligation of Chinuch / instructing his son in the way of the Torah does not end
when the child turns thirteen.  (Tipah Min Ha’yam)

“For I have loved him, because he will instruct his children and his
household after him to keep the way of Hashem . . .”  (18:19)

After all that Avraham did--allowing himself to be thrown into a furnace,
leaving his homeland, etc.--the attribute that Hashem loves most about
Avraham is that he will instruct his children to keep the way of Hashem! This
demonstrates, says R’ Aryeh Levin z”l (1885-1969; known as the “Tzaddik of
Yerushalayim” and as the “Father of the Prisoners” for his role as chaplain of
the Yerushalayim prison), that all of Avraham’s and our own tests and
challenges are meaningful only if we successfully transmit our beliefs to the
ensuing generations.  (Quoted in Brito Le’hodi’am p.96)



 

NETANYAHU PUSHES FOR TWO-STAGE COALITION TALKS, BUT 
RIGHT-WING MKS REFUSE (Arutz-7 11/7/22) 
Opposition Leader Benjamin Netanyahu urged two key allies Sunday to 
accept a two-stage negotiation process for building a new government, in a 
bid to speed up Netanyahu’s return to office. 
According to a report by Reshet Bet Monday morning, the former Prime 
Minister met with MKs Moshe Gafni (United Torah Judaism) and Bezalel 
Smotrich (Religious Zionist Party) on Sunday, to push a proposal under 
which the Likud would draw up a coalition agreement with its three allied 
factions in two stages. 
Netanyahu’s plan would allow him to cut the time required for coalition talks 
significantly, enabling him to deliver an agreement backed by 61 MKs to 
President Isaac Herzog within a matter of days following the certification of 
the final vote count later this week. 
In the arrangement put forth by Netanyahu, in the first stage, the Likud would 
allocate ministerial positions and key Knesset leadership positions to its 
coalition partners prior to the formation of the government, but would hold off 
with further negotiations until after the coalition is sworn in. 
Then, once the government has taken power, the Likud will conduct the 
second stage of talks with its coalition partners, establishing the agenda for 
the new government. 
But both Gafni and Smotrich reportedly refused Netanyahu’s request, 
demanding that at least some core issues be put into coalition agreements 
before the government is formed. The two MKs met together following their 
talks with Netanyahu, to coordinate their efforts to ensure an understanding 
is reached before the government is formed. 
Netanyahu is slated to meet Monday with MK Itamar Ben-Gvir, chairman of 
the Otzma Yehudit party, which ran as part of the Religious Zionist Party. 
 
IN COALITION TALKS WITH NETANYAHU, BEN-GVIR DEMANDS 
MINISTRY IN CHARGE OF ISRAELI POLICE (Ha’aretz 11/7/22) 
Likud chairman Benjamin Netanyahu met with Otzma Yehudit chairman 
Itamar Ben-Gvir on Monday as part of the coalition negotiations to form a 
government. Netanyahu, who throughout the election campaign was careful 
to avoid taking pictures with Ben-Gvir, published a joint photo of the two from 
the meeting. 
The aim of the meeting is reportedly to understand what the Otzma Yehudit 
chairman's demands are, in addition to his desire to become the country's 
next public security minister. 
In the meeting, which lasted two-and-a-half hours, Ben-Gvir also requested 
the Education and Transportation ministries for his party, but Likud plan to 
give Otzma Yehudit only two portfolios. 
Last month, at the Hakafot Shniyot celebrations after the Simhat Torah 
holiday at Kfar Chabad, Netanyahu refused to go on stage until Ben-Gvir got 
off. He stayed in his car for several minutes while the organizers tried to 
convince Ben-Gvir to get off the stage. After a few minutes, Ben-Gvir agreed 
to the request and got off the stage, and Netanyahu went up after him. 
 
NAFTALI BENNETT TO INCOMING GOV'T: LEFTISTS SHOULD NOT BE 
MADE TO FEEL UNWELCOME (JPost 11/5/22) 
Former prime minister Naftali Bennett took to his social media on Friday, 
urging Israelis on all sides of the political spectrum to respect both each other 
and the results of the elections. 
“The results of the elections are clear,” he wrote on Twitter. “We must respect 
the results and pray for the success of the government, its leaders, ministers  

and advisors. Their success is our success.” 
Continuing, he turned his attention to the Center-Left bloc, which received 
just 56 seats, including the five Hadash-Ta’al mandates, and reminded them 
that “these results are not the end of the country.” 
“The talks of relocations, etc. are out of place. As are statements of ‘I will not 
send my children to combat service.’ Service in the IDF must not depend on 
the identity of the government.” 
Recounting his experiences in the Second Lebanon War to prove his point, 
Bennett stressed that he fought alongside soldiers from across the political 
spectrum, even those who were morally opposed to the war. 
“This country is all of ours and we have no other country,” he wrote. “I hope 
and believe that the ministers will understand that they are working for the 
entire Israeli public and not for a particular sector. In the end, we all have to 
live here together.” 
Addressing Israel's right-wing politicians, Bennett asked them to respect the 
losing side, saying that “there is no need to trample or run anyone over.” 
“The right-wing bloc certainly has the mandate to implement right-wing 
policies, but no one should be made to feel that they are unwelcome. 
“Leftists also serve in combat units,” he continued, “and many, many of them 
gave their lives for our homeland. Leftists also get up every morning to work, 
pay their taxes and give their share to the existence of our country. They are 
not traitors or enemies, and this discourse must stop immediately,” 
“People on the left love this country just as much as people on the right, it’s 
just that they hold different opinions about what the right direction is. In the 
end, we all have to live here together,” said the previous prime minister, 
whose broad government included Labor, Meretz and the United Arab List. 
Bennett ended his statement with a comment on his own term as prime 
minister, which lasted for a little over a year, saying that “a year and a half 
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ago I inherited a severe economic crisis, mass unemployment, a South 
burning with rockets and incendiary balloons, COVID-19 waves, and a 
country without a budget. I handed back a country in economic prosperity, 
with a strong budget, and the quietest South in 20 years. 
“At the beginning of [the] week, I will resign from the government because my 
right of veto is no longer needed,” he said. “I will continue to be a soldier of 
the people of Israel. I will work for our youth, for our security and above all – 
our ability to live together.” 
 
'THE WHOLE WORLD IS WORRIED ABOUT HIM:' ISRAEL'S PRESIDENT 
TAPED ISSUING WARNING OVER BEN-GVIR (Ha’aretz 11/9/22) 
Israel's President Isaac Herzog was taped on Wednesday warning Shas 
party lawmakers to exercise caution while dealing with issues regarding the 
Temple Mount, stressing that they have "a partner the whole world is worried 
about" in the incoming government. 
Herzog was caught on tape during the closed part of his meeting with Shas 
MK's who are leading Shas coalition consultations with the President. 
Towards the end of the meeting Herzog appealed to the lawmakers, saying: 
"There is one issue I haven't spoken about, because I don't want to offend 
anyone – you will have a problem with the Temple Mount, this is a critical 
issue … the whole world is worried." The president added, "This really is off 
the record, I don't wish to make any trouble," after stating that he had spoken 
with Ben-Gvir about the matter. 
Following the media leak, Herzog said he shared with the Shas 
representatives the concerns that several people had expressed to him over 
Itamar Ben-Gvir's stance on a number of topics. The president brought up 
"the obligation that all public representatives share" throughout the 
conversation. 
The President's Office further issued a statement claiming that Herzog and 
Ben-Gvir discussed these problems. According to the statement, "the 
President contacted Ben-Gvir and expressed these issues with him openly 
and honestly" as part of meetings he held with all of the political party leaders 
on Thursday. 
After far right's win, activists see little prospect of change on Temple Mount 
Israel election: Meet the extremist lawmakers about to join the government 
Shas relives days of glory, UTJ sticks with its base 
Ben-Gvir responded to Herzog's statement, saying: "President Herzog and I 
have had several fruitful conversations over the past several weeks. The 
President told me more than once that my popularity rested on the public's 
intimate familiarity with my views and that he is sure that once I speak with 
others around the world they will come to realize I am not against all the 
Arabs. Following these talks I have engaged in discussion with foreign 
diplomats and I will endeavor to clarify Otzma Yehudit's views around the 
world." 
A meeting between Ben-Gvir and President Herzog is anticipated to take 
place on Thursday as part of ongoing coalition talks. 
 
NEW LIKUD MK: I IGNORE DECISIONS BY THE HIGH COURT (JPost 
11/8/22) 
Incoming Likud MK Tali Gottlieb, who earned the party's new women's slot in 
August, stated that she "ignores rulings" by the High Court of Justice that 
nullify laws during an interview with Ynet on Tuesday, claiming that the High 
Court has no such authority. 
"The Override Clause is a very pompous and beautiful title, but there is no 
need for it," said Gottlieb. "The Basic Law of the Judiciary does not give the 
High Court the authority to annul laws. As for myself, I ignore such rulings. 
This is a ruling without authority, I do not respect it." 
While the Basic Law - The Judiciary does not give the High Court the 
authority to invalidate laws passed by the legislature, in the 1990s then High 
Court chief justice Aharon Barak interpreted the Basic Laws "Human Dignity 
and Liberty" and "Freedom of Occupation" as granting the judicial system the 
authority to invalidate any legislation that violates these basic laws in the 

eyes of the court. This interpretation has not been enshrined in legislation 
but has been followed since the 1990s. 
"The High Court needs to remember its place and needs to curb its power," 
added Gottlieb to Ynet. "When the court acts without authority, I don't respect 
it, I'm sorry. When the court, listen to me carefully, when the High Court 
annuls a law, it acts in blatant violation of its acquired authority in Section 2 
of the Basic Law - The Judiciary." 
"I'm sorry to disappoint the justices of the High Court," tweeted Gottlieb on 
Tuesday. "They have no authority to repeal laws. The High Court does think 
that it is lifted above the people, but the Basic Law - the Judiciary states that 
a judge has no jurisdiction other than the provisions of the law. Every 
judgment of the High Court that annuls a law is a judgment given without 
authority and therefore void in its essence! An Override Clause that everyone 
wants means recognition of the authority of the High Court to annul a law. 
[This is a] mistake!" 
The incoming Likud MK additionally expressed a desire to serve as the 
chairwoman of the Constitution, Law and Justice Committee in the newly 
elected Knesset. "I really hope that they will find me worthy of this important 
position and I really hope that the know-how, the legal knowledge, the 
experience, the battles that I have waged in these 22 years will lead me to 
manage this matter correctly." 
Gottlieb's comments come as Haredi and right-wing party leaders demand 
the enactment of an Override Clause that would allow the Knesset to 
override decisions made by the High Court with a basic majority of 61 MKs. 
The clause in its present form and in various other forms has been hotly 
debated in Israeli politics for years, with some believing it balances power 
between the different branches of government and others arguing that it 
would leave the legislature largely unchecked. 
 
ISRAELI ARMY BEGINS TWO-DAY EXERCISE ALONG NORTHERN 
BORDER (i24NEWS 11/6/22) 
The Israeli army announced Sunday morning that it had started a two-day 
military exercise along Israel's northern border. 
The drills aim to boost the readiness of troops stationed in the border area 
and will include units simulating "joint ground and air capabilities," the army’s 
statement said. 
It added that the exercises would also test the readiness of the various 
Northern Command units, in the event of an escalation of tensions with 
Lebanon's Hezbollah or other Iran-backed militant groups. 
The military said the exercise was planned in advance. The army had 
already held a week-long exercise in northern Israel last month. 
Tensions between Israel and Lebanon have recently increased amid the 
maritime dispute over rights to exploit offshore gas fields. The alert level on 
the northern border, however, was lowered last month after a landmark 
maritime border agreement between Israel and Lebanon came into effect. 
The two countries are still officially at war and the agreement does not 
concern the land border. The Iran-backed Hezbollah has long posed the 
most significant military threat to Israel's borders, with an arsenal estimated 
at nearly 150,000 rockets and missiles that can reach any location in the 
country. 
According to recent military estimates, if a war with Hezbollah were to break 
out, Israeli towns could be bombarded by between 1,500 and 3,000 rockets 
per day, while the number of casualties could amount to thousands. Other 
assessments indicate that pro-Iranian militias based in Syria could join 
Hezbollah in the event of a conflict, using their missiles and attack drones. 
 
SMOTRICH'S RABIN SPEECH 'OUT OF TOUCH WITH REALITY,' 
LIKUD'S DICHTER SAYS (JPost 11/6/22) 
Bezalel Smotrich's "out of touch" comments about former prime minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's assassination "hurt the Shin Bet's good name," Likud MK 
and former director of the Israel Security Agency Avi Dichter said on Sunday 
night. 
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The Religious Zionist Party leader accused Israeli security forces of "failing to 
protect" Rabin during a Knesset ceremony memorializing the assassinated 
prime minister on Sunday. 
Writing on Twitter late Sunday night, Dichter said Smotrich's comments, were 
"out of touch with reality" and "harm the good name of the organization and 
its people who work day and night to protect the citizens of the State of 
Israel." 
Dichter, a potential candidate to head the Defense Ministry in incoming prime 
minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government, called Smotrich out for 
"allegedly encouraging Yigal Amir to assassinate the late Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin," as he wrote. 
A former Public Security minister, Dichter is a minister in the now-defunct 
Home Front Defense Ministry. 
 
RELIGIOUS PARTIES DEMAND LAW OF RETURN BE CHANGED (Arutz-
7 11/8/22) 
The Religious Zionism, Shas, and United Torah Judaism parties are 
demanding in their coalition negotiations with Likud chairman MK Benjamin 
Netanyahu that the Law of Return be modified to prevent non-halakhic Jews 
from using it to immigrate to Israel. 
The demand is to remove the 'grandfather clause,' which allows anyone with 
at least one Jewish grandparent to move to Israel and receive immediate 
Israeli citizenship. 
Under the Halakha, a person is only considered Jewish if they have a Jewish 
mother or if they undergo the conversion process. The 'grandfather’ clause, 
thereby allows people who are non-Jews according to Halakha to take 
advantage of the Law of Return, a situation which the haredi parties and 
Orthodox Religious Zionism party wish to put a stop to. 
A Likud official told Channel 13 News that this is a demand that could incite 
the wrath of the Jewish communities in the Diaspora, in particular in the 
United States and the countries of the former Soviet Union, many of whom 
have no connection whatsoever with Judaism except for one grandparent. If 
the clause is removed they would have to forego the automatic citizenship 
and financial benefits given to those who immigrate to israel under the Law of 
Return, meant for Jews to always have somewhere to flee after the world 
closed its doors to Jews in WWII. 
The religious parties are also demanding the passage of the Override Clause 
which would allow the Knesset to re-pass laws struck down by the Supreme 
Court. 
The United Torah Judaism party has many demands in the area of religion 
and state, including the passage of a new Draft Law which aligns with haredi 
sensibilities, the cancellation of many reforms passed by the previous 
government, and the passage of a conversion law which ensures that the 
authority on the issue will remain with the Chief Rabbinate. 
 
HERZOG SAID TO WORK BEHIND THE SCENES TOWARDS A 
NATIONAL UNITY GOVERNMENT (YNet 11/8/22) 
President Isaac Herzog has been working behind the scenes in an attempt to 
broaden the incoming coalition headed by Benjamin Netanyahu and form a 
unity government, sources said Tuesday. 
Sources told Ynet that Herzog met with Prime Minister Yair Lapid who heads 
the Yesh Atid party, and with Defense Minister Benny Gantz the leader of the 
National Unity party, to urge them to join Netanyahu's next government and 
prevent the participation of far-right lawmakers. 
In an official statement, the President's Residence denied the report. "The 
president did not ask any party leader to join any government. The 
consultations with political parties will begin on Wednesday and only after 
they are completed, will the president assign anyone to head a new 
government," the statement read.  
Both leaders of the center-left parties repeated their election campaign 
promise not to serve under Netanyahu, because of the criminal charges of 
corruption levied against him, during their campaigns ahead of the November 
elections. 

During a Sunday memorial event for the slain prime minister Yitzhad Rabin 
– assassinated by a right-wing activist 27 years ago - Lapid said there was 
no scenario in which his party would join a Netanyahu coalition. 
"The government I am leading has lost the elections. Whoever believes in 
Israeli democracy when he wins, must also believe in it when he loses," 
Lapid said. "There is no way we will enter the incoming government, he said.  
The National Unity also responded to rumors that Netanyahu was planning to 
approach Gantz to ask his party to join his next government. "We will proudly 
go to the opposition," the party said in a statement.  
"Israel is facing many challenges, and the new government, which is reliant 
on extreme political elements, will have to deal with them," the statement 
read. "We have decided to continue to solidify the National Unity camp as a 
meaningful movement in the center of Israel's politics. We respect the 
decision of voters and once a new government is sworn in, we will serve in 
the opposition in a responsible manner, while building an alternative 
leadership for the country." 
During their campaign, both Lapid and Gantz promised they would not serve 
under Netanyahu because of the criminal charges of corruption, levied 
against him. Netanyahu is on trial in the Jerusalem District Court for bribery, 
fraud and breach of trust, which he denies. 
The prime minister elect said in his victory speech last Tuesday, that he 
would attempt to form a unity government. He was reported as voicing an 
opposition to any major legislation to curb the power of the judicial system or 
cancel his trial. 
Netanyahu's potential coalition partners in the Religious Zionist Party as well 
as members in his own Likud party have vowed to pass legislation that would 
end his trial. 
Herzog will begin official meetings with party leaders on Wednesday, before 
tasking Netanyahu – who is expected to receive majority support - to form a 
government. 
 
FAR-RIGHT ISRAELI LAWMAKER PROTESTS SOCCER MATCHES ON 
SHABBAT (YNet 11/7/22) 
Religious Zionist Party leader Bezalel Smotrich on Monday penned an irate 
letter to the chairman of the Israeli Professional Football Leagues (IPFL) in 
which he protested holding soccer matches on Shabbat. 
The complaint came after the governing body of Israel’s top two soccer tiers 
scheduled more matches than usual at an early hour last Saturday after the 
country ended Daylight Saving Time late last month, preventing Shabbat-
observing soccer fans from attending. 
Last week, Professional Football Leagues announced that starting last 
Saturday, some soccer matches in the Israeli league will be brought forward 
to the early afternoon hours of Saturday,” Smotrich, who is poised to become 
a senior minister in the next government, wrote. 
"The IPFL’s reasoning for this 'celebratory' announcement was to attract as 
many audiences as possible to stadiums, especially families, children and 
soldiers. This is a very puzzling statement considering it is the first Shabbat 
that began after Daylight Saving Time ended and Shabbat ends earlier than 
usual. 
"I welcome the desire to attract new audiences to the soccer stadiums, 
families, soldiers, the periphery, everyone. But in my eyes, the ignorance and 
closedmindedness toward such a large public are serious.” 
The conservative lawmaker continued his letter by labeling the IPFL’s 
conduct “patronizing and heavy-handed” and “undemocratic, 
unsportsmanlike, and un-Jewish.” 
The IPFL said in response that professional soccer matches have been 
played on Shabbat even before the establishment of the country and called 
on soccer fans to attend matches whose date and time correlate with their 
religious beliefs. 
"There is Israeli football on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday, so those 
who want to attend Israeli football matches can find the most convenient day  
for them, both secular and religious," it said. 
 



 4 

WHILE NETANYAHU WORKS ON HIS LEGACY – HIS LIKUD MKS 
JOCKEY TO BE NEXT (Yehuda Shlezinger, Israel Hayom 11/6/22) 
One of the key questions raised in recent days has touched on the 
conciliatory tone of the victory speech delivered by the Opposition Leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Everything was in place for Netanyahu to behave 
precisely as his supporters and partners would have wanted. The crowd 
repeated chants of "governance", many waited to hear him talk about plans 
to amend the judiciary, and everybody wanted to hear the usual bombastic 
declarations designed to whip up the already frenzied crowd, but Netanyahu 
opted for the absolute opposite, speaking of "restoring internal peace." 
What has happened to Netanyahu? Some will claim that this was a well-
planned political move, while others in his immediate entourage are already 
speaking of another Netanyahu. If you ask Netanyahu if this is his last term 
of office, he will be sure to laugh out loud and remind you of his genetic 
makeup, the son of a father who died at the ripe old age of 102. But deep 
down, he is also aware that the coming four years are likely to be his last in 
public life, and he is more than eager for them to evolve in a manner fitting to 
define him as a historic leader. 
The idle ranting of Avi Maoz, number 11 on the far-right Religious Zionist 
Party, relating to his desire to cancel the gay pride marches, are of no 
interest to him whatsoever. Neither is he taken up by the desire for revenge 
on his bitter rivals, Prime Minister Yair Lapid, Defense Minister Benny Gantz 
or Justice Minister Gideon Sa'ar. Netanyahu the statesman believes that he 
has much more important issues to deal with. In the initial months of his 
tenure, he is scheduled to travel to the US to meet with President Joe Biden, 
to visit those countries with whom he signed the Abraham Accords, so as to 
remind the public just who is responsible for this achievement, and he will no 
doubt also try to bring at least one or two new agreements home with him. 
The Iranian threat is also expected to feature prominently on his agenda. 
In addition to this, Netanyahu is expected to pull out all the stops in his 
attempts to deal with the economic situation. Lowering the cost of living could 
definitely give him much-desired credit right across the political spectrum: 
right-wingers, left-wingers, secular and ultra-Orthodox alike – everybody is 
feeling the pinch. If he does succeed in dealing with this issue, he will be 
eternally remembered for having "slain the dragon". Significant economic 
action is not forgotten even after years and years. To this day, Netanyahu is 
remembered for having lowered the child allowance given to ultra-Orthodox 
families, which essentially forced many of them to venture out into the job 
market, ultimately changing the face of the Israeli economy. 
Now Netanyahu has a real chance. This time round, he has no (former 
center-left politician and government minister) Tzipi Livni, Yair Lapid, (former 
minister of finance) Moshe Kahlon or Benny Gantz to stop him. He has a 
solid majority of 64, he will be able to operate in the most supportive 
environment he could have wished for, he will receive a warm welcome and 
considerable backing from a highly seasoned politician, head of the Sephardi 
ultra-Orthodox party Shas  Aryeh Deri, along with political partners such as 
Bezalel Smotrich, Itamar Ben-Gvir, Moshe Gafni and Yitzhak Goldknopf. 
Netanyahu's only problem might be within on his home patch, of all places – 
his Likud party. There are more than a handful of Likud MKs who can rightly 
be defined as "victims of the party primary elections", some of them are split 
up into different camps, and some who are not even prepared to speak to 
their closest friends. Other well-known and influential figures are angry at 
Netanyahu following various moves and interventions he initiated during the 
primaries, and they made a show of boycotting the election campaign, not 
taking part in the party effort. 
If after the various jobs are dished out, some MKs remain embittered, this will 
fast turn into a tenure full of anonymous press briefings and criticism leveled 
at him. Should they get a sense of this indeed being Netanyahu's last term of 
office and the succession battle does officially begin in earnest – then 
Netanyahu will face a genuine uphill battle. 
Until that occurs, Netanyahu can enjoy the advantage of a level playing  
field, while everything genuinely appears to have fallen into place for him.  
He should have four years lined up in which he will be able to implement all 

his plans, uninterrupted. Netanyahu too knows that this time he must 
succeed, as he will be highly unlikely to have another bite at the cherry. 
 
HOW BENNY GANTZ LOST ANOTHER ISRAELI ELECTION (Baruch 
Stein, YNet 11/7/22) 
The job of the chair of a political party is to articulate a comprehensible 
political position, advertise that position, and advocate for its acceptance by 
the public. Benny Gantz has been a politician for about four years, has 
chaired three political parties, and has yet to articulate a clearly 
comprehensible ideology. The result is a prime ministerial candidate no one 
has any reason to vote for and an empty suit in Gantz’s chair.   
In his most recent political constellation in the National Unity Party, Gantz 
joined forces with Gideon Sa’ar, a supporter of the Jewish presence in the 
West Bank. At first, I thought that Sa’ar would help provide the sort of 
ideological direction that Gantz’s previous two parties seemed to lack. This 
would have helped Gantz reemerge as a right-wing alternative to Benjamin 
Netanyahu.  
Then, Gantz brought in Gadi Eisenkot, who was recorded saying that the 
Jewish presence in the West Bank is leading to a binational reality. Rightist 
voters ready to move on from Netanyahu are not going to support a party 
whose number three says things of such nature.  
I am not against the idea of centrist parties or centrist coalitions. It is, for 
example, completely legitimate to support the idea of Palestinian statehood, 
theoretically, but to consider it impractical in the near future, perhaps 
because elements of Palestinian society continue to commit terrorism and 
threaten Israel, and perhaps because the Palestinian leadership is not ready 
to accept statehood on reasonable terms. Gantz has not clearly articulated 
that position, and his political parties have been hodgepodges of different 
people saying different things. 
Gantz, a former IDF chief of staff, habitually concentrates his parties with 
other generals, and touts military experience as a political credential. Military 
experience does not equate to political experience, however, and being a 
general does not go as far in Israeli politics as it used to. Next to Netanyahu, 
Liberman, and Lapid - Gantz is still a political freshman, and his record as a 
politician demonstrates ineptitude.  
In many countries politicians and parties disagree on many issues. In the 
U.S., Democrats and Republicans tend to disagree about abortion, 
environmental policies, tax policies, social services, and other matters. Israeli 
politics revolve around the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
The Shas and United Torah Judaism parties all focus on religious issues. 
Overall though, Meretz supports Palestinian statehood, opposes the Jewish 
presence in the West Bank, and wants to advance Israeli-Palestinian 
relations. The Religious Zionist party opposes Palestinian statehood and 
supports the development of Jewish settlements in the West Bank. The 
Labor Party supports Palestinian statehood but is more willing than Meretz to 
work with parties across the isle when they find common interests. Like the 
Religious Zionist party, the Likud is on the Right, but like Labor, they have a 
history of crossing the aisle.   
Allegations against Netanyahu have become an additional issue that has 
largely fallen along conventional political lines. The Center, and Left declare 
Netanyahu a persona non grata, and the Right continues to back him.   
So, where does Gantz stand in all this? When he entered politics, Gantz was 
Netanyahu’s main challenger, but his ability to be the primary "anti-Bibi" 
candidate was hampered when he joined a short lived, barely functional 
coalition with the former premier.   
And on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict? Gantz has been in politics for about 
four years and many people are still not sure what his position is on the 
Palestinians, while his statements have been sparse and vague.   
The National Unity Party may have gotten 12 Knesset seats, but that is 
partially to the credit of candidates like Sa’ar, Pnina Tamano-Shata, Yifat 
Shasha-Biton, and others who have their own followings.  
For his part, Gantz has yet to establish a stable place for himself on the 
political map or make a lasting political impact.     



  

“And Hashem appeared to him (Avraham) in the plains Mamre…” (18:1) 

Parshas Vayeira begins with Hashem revealing Himself to Avraham as the latter was recuperating from his 

recent Bris Milah. The Torah goes out of its way to tell us that Avraham was in the plains of Mamre. Rashi 

explains that Mamre merited that Hashem appear to Avraham in his land because he gave Avraham advice 

regarding the Bris Milah. But what advice would Avraham have needed regarding the Bris Milah?  

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein posits that Avraham’s dilemma was not whether or not to do the Bris Milah, but 

rather whether to do the Bris Milah privately or publicly. Avraham’s life work was connecting with people 

and influencing them to serve Hashem. Avraham reasoned that if he performed the procedure publicly, 

people would begin to consider him differently, thus making it more difficult for him to connect with the 

public. Mamre countered, however, that the greatest lesson that Avraham could teach would be to show 

everyone how he followed Hashem’s command without question, in spite of the great personal sacrifice 

and despite the Mitzvah lacking any obvious logical reason behind it. Ultimately, Avraham decided that 

Mamre was correct, and so Mamre is credited for his part in contributing to this vital lesson. 

In the immediate, Avraham was teaching a lesson to the people of his generation, but it stands to reason 

that he had us, his descendants, in mind at least as much. May we all strive to be inspired by our Parsha to 

throw our lot in with Hashem and follow Him and His Mitzvos wherever they may lead us. 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org 

Vayeira 5783 

 

Presented by Rabbi Zacharia Schwartz, Kollel Adjunct 
From our archives 

 

A Lesson in Faith 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

“I (Hashem) will descend and see: If they 

(Sedom) act in accordance with the outcry that 

has come to Me…” (18:21)  

Hashem Who sits on high, but lowers Himself to see 

what happens on heaven and earth (Tehillim 

113:6).  

Hashem always sees what we are doing here on 

earth – why does He need to descend to see 

Sedom? 

 

One who prays on behalf of someone else, and 

he needs that very same thing, will be answered 

first. (Bava Kama 92a) 

Where do we see an application of this in this 

week’s parsha? 
 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. I am not Talmud Bavli. 

2. I was turned upside down. 

3. I was home to cruelty. 

4. I was one of five. 

 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. My parents’ reaction caused my name. 

2. I was the first for the eighth. 

3. Many celebrated my birth. 

4. I was the second of three. 

 

 

 
#1 Lot (I am not many, I confused the generations, I chose 

wickedness, My uncle was a father of nations.) 

#2 Avraham’s Ten Tests (We tested, We begin with fire 

(according to some), We end in a bind (according to 

some), Ten for Ten.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 Last week’s riddle:  

Who was the father of Eliezer, the servant of Avraham? 

Answer: Cham (according to Bereishis Raba 60:7 that Eliezer was 

Canaan). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parashas Vayeira relates Hashem’s destruction of Sedom, in the course of which it 

states (19:26): 

His [Lot’s] wife peered behind him and she became (va-tehi) a pillar of salt. 

The traditional interpretation of this verse understands the word “va-tehi” to refer 

to Lot’s wife, who was miraculously transformed into a pillar of salt (Targum 

Yerushalmi, Pirkei de-Rabbi Eliezer end of ch. 25). (R. David Luria to Pirkei de-Rabbi 

Eliezer concedes that no such pillar is visible today, and he explains that it was washed 

away by a Dead Sea tsunami caused by an earthquake.) 

The Ralbag, however, understands “va-tehi” to refer to the land: the entire region 

was transformed into salt by the Divine destruction, and Lot’s wife was simply caught 

up in the maelstrom and killed (and cf. Chizkuni). Similarly, R. Yosef Bechor Shor 

understands that Lot’s wife was not actually transformed into salt, but merely 

completely covered with salt to the point that she appeared to be a mere mound of 

salt rather than a woman. 

There are at least two Talmudic discussions of halachos involving Lot’s wife. The 

Talmud (Berachos 54b) states that one recites the blessing of “Blessed … the true 

Judge” upon seeing Lot’s wife, due to the tragic nature of her fate. This certainly 

suggests that the Talmud understood that Lot’s wife actually turned into a pillar of 

salt, or at least ended up entombed inside a mound of salt as per Bechor Shor. 

The Talmud additionally states that “one who sees” Lot himself recites the blessing 

“Blessed … Who remembers the righteous.” Some understand this to refer to one 

who sees Lot’s grave, while others apparently understand it to mean that one who 

sees Lot’s wife recites two blessings: “Blessed … the true Judge” upon her, and 

“Blessed … Who remembers the righteous” upon him (Tur and Beis Yosef OC 218). 

Elsewhere, the Talmud (Niddah 70b) relates that the sages of Alexandria asked R. 

Yehoshua whether the wife of Lot transmits ritual impurity as a corpse. He replied: “A 

corpse imparts ritual impurity, but a pillar of salt does not impart ritual impurity.” This 

passage indicates that the Talmud understands that Lot’s wife was actually 

transformed into salt. (I am indebted to my friend R. Daniel Z. Feldman for bringing 

this point to my attention.) 
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