
COVID-19 Updates
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccine 

(16 years of age or older), but who chooses to not be vaccinated 
may attend YISE Minyanim and events with the following 
guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals must remain masked at all 
times while in the Shul building, including at Kiddushes and/or 
other events containing food. Masks may not be removed to eat or 
drink. Exceptions will be made for private functions being held at 
the Shul, but that are not Shul sponsored events.

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not
come to shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills, muscle
aches, sore throat, severe cough, headache, nausea or 
vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion or runny nose, or new 
loss of sense of taste or smell. If you have tested positive for 
COVID, you should follow the CDC guidelines. 

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for
children under 16.

• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE building. 
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to
return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting
each other as we navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow
stronger as individuals and as a community.
 

YISE is proud to sponsor the Shorts to honor all of the Gabbaim, Ba’alei Tefilah, Ba’alei Kriah, and 
all of the many, many volunteers who made the High Holidays, Sukkos and Simchas Torah 

such wonderful and special events. 

YISE Youth Announcements 
Teen Minyan - The Teen Minyan, led by Rabbi Moshe Holzer, 
meets at 9:15 AM every Shabbos in The House next to the 
Shul. Kiddush is served after Davening. 
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, November 5, from 10:00 AM 
until Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler 
room off the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) in the 
room behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years will meet at Shomrai 
and walk to the Yeshiva. For more information, contact 
Debbie Katz at dkatz@yise.org  
Shabbos Group for 5th and 6th Grade Girls will gather in the 
front yard of The House next to the Shul promptly at 10 am 
and go inside together. See flyer for details. 
Junior Congregation for boys in grades 4 - 6 with Jay Marcus 
Meet in the Lower Lobby at 9:55 and walk to the Yeshiva at 
10:00. See flyer for details. 
Calling All Rising 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi Rosenbaum is 
learning weekly with rising 5th and 6th grade boys one hour 
before Mincha in the YISE Social Hall. Bring your hard 
questions! Refreshments will be served. 
Thank You to Ben Yehuda Pizza and Simi & Sammy Franco for 
sponsoring the Parshas Noach Animal Meet and Greet. 

 

Shabbos Schedule 
Minyan locations are B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall, 

 LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 5:46
• Mincha: 5:50 (B), 5:45 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:30 (B), 5:25 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends: 6:45
Divrei Torah/Shiurim:
• Sephardi Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Postelnek 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Hillel Shaps 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Moshe Holzer 
Kiddush Sponsors:
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by the Hashkamah

Minyan Group.
• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by “members of the Main Minyan” in

honor of their Gabbaim, Seth Katz and Craig Simon, and their Ba’alei
Kriah, Rabbi Barry Greengart, Ed Zurndorfer, Menashe Katz, Moshe
Fischer, Yehuda Millen and Rafi Moses.

• The monthly Shalosh Seudos is sponsored by Jacob Frenkel for the
Yahrzeits of Jacob’s mother, Shulamis Bas Reb Mordechai HaLevi, A”H,
on 16 Marcheshvan, and of Jacob’s father, ZT”L, HaRav Mayer Azriel
Zelig Ben Yaakov Elazar HaLevi, on 26 Marcheshvan.

Fall Back to Standard Time - Don’t forget to change your clocks Motzei Shabbos. 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
November 4 - 5, 2022 - 11 Marcheshvan 5783 - Parshas Lech Lecha 

Light Candles by 5:46 - Havdalah 6:45 

Mazal Tov 
• Sharon & Jeff Augenbaum on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Sam

Augenbaum, son of Dahlia & Dovid Augenbaum of Woodmere,
NY. Mazal Tov to all of the siblings, aunts, uncles, and cousins.

• Rabbi Sanford H. Shudnow on the inclusion of his artworks for the 19th

year in the 19th Annual Healing Arts Exhibit at The America Pavilion,
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Bethesda, on display now
through December 31.

Condolences 
• Marty Jacobs on the passing of his wife, Golda Jacobs. Shiva is being

observed Saturday night and Sunday morning at the home of Zalmie and
Tikva Jacobs, 29 Rensselaer Avenue, Atlantic Beach, NY 11509, and
Sunday afternoon through Monday morning at the Jacob home, 10155
Collins Avenue, Apartment 1209, Bal Harbour, FL 33154.

• Arline & Irving Katz on the passing of their son, Daniel Katz, and
Menashe Katz and Shlomo Katz on the passing of their brother. Shiva is
being observed through Wednesday morning at 11913 Viewcrest Terrace.
Shacharis: Sunday 7:30 AM, Monday 6:45 AM, Tuesday/Wednesday
7:00 AM. Mincha/Maariv: Sunday through Tuesday 4:40 PM. Visitors
Motzei Shabbos 8:00 PM – 10:00 PM, Sunday through Tuesday
Shacharis until 12 Noon, 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM, 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM.

• Eli Landy on the passing of his wife, Lisa Landy. Shiva will be observed
at 715 North Belgrade Road from Monday morning through Wednesday
morning. Shacharis: Monday 6:45 AM, Tuesday/Wednesday 7:00 AM.
Mincha/Maariv: Monday/Tuesday 4:45 PM. Visitors are requested from
Shacharis until 12 Noon, 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM and 7:00 PM - 9:30 PM.

YISE Programs and Listings 
Return of the Ruach Minyan! This Shabbos, Friday, November 
4, led by R’ Ozzie Burnham. Mincha in the Belonofsky Sanctuary, 
followed by Kabbalos Shabbos and Maariv in the Social Hall. 
There will be a special children’s story program during part of 
Maariv with Mrs. Susan Koss! Bring your family and invite your 
friends. It’s going to be Gevaldic! For questions, contact Adam 
Bashein: 301-943-4370 or adambashein@gmail.com 
Monthly Shalosh Seudos - First Shabbos of each month, 
starting this Shabbos. To sponsor, contact Simi Franco at 301-
593-4465, ext. 103, or office@yise.org Volunteers are needed to
set up and clean up. Contact Ethan Cohen at ecohen@yise.org to
be part of the rotation.
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos
Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the
Parsha and Holidays by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly
insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos morning. This week’s
Shiur will be led by Rabbi Moshe Holzer.
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Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur 
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together 
again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives speedily. Until that point, YISE 
continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now 
available for sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a 
Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a 
Simcha or any other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's 
other sources of revenue are not available. 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):  
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim 
together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship at $54 each.  
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 

 
 
  

Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for this Past Week: 
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and 

all those who attend his Shiur and in memory of parents, Avraham Ben Tzvi HaLevi 
& Ada Bas Menachem Aryeh, Z”L, and Rabbi Hillel & Mrs. Myrna Klavan, Z”L. 

• Tzvi Malin in gratitude to Rabbi Malka 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur 
• Judy & Louis Morris in memory of Judy’s father, Akiva Ben HaRav Mordechai 

for his Yahrzeit on the 9th of Marcheshvan. 
• Debbie Rogal in commemoration of her grandfather, Robert Feldman’s, 

Yahrzeit. 
 Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in honor of Rabbi Grossman and all those who attend his Shiur. 
8:45 Minyan Drasha 
• Bev Morris in memory of her beloved father Jacob (Jack) M. Morris, A”H, 

Yitzchak Ben Yeshyahu V'Malka, on his Yahrzeit on 6 Marcheshvan. He left 
Russia as a young boy and never saw his mother or sisters again. He came to 
Pittsburgh, PA, and married Evelyn G. Butler, A”H, the daughter of Frank 
(Shraga Feivel Halevi), the first OU Mashgiach, and Mollie (Michla Reichel), the 
founder and 40-year president of the Pittsburgh Mikvah. With the love 
and encouragement of our uncles and aunts, Abraham & Sylvia (Gibber) Butler 
and Donald & Chantze (Bard) Butler, and dear cousins, they raised a family that 
is now in its 5th generation of committed and involved Yehudim. We thank 
Hashem for His goodness. 

Weekday Shiurim 
Options for in-person and remote learning are listed 

below. For the latest list and times, go to: 
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim 
followed by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. 
Monday through Friday, 9:30 AM, Zoom A, will not 
meet on Monday, November 7. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, 
followed by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday 
through Thursday, 7:30 PM, Zoom A, will not meet 
on Thursday, November 10. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for 
Women (spiritual self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 
AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 
11:00 AM, now learning Mishlei, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning 
Sefer Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - 
Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM. Shiurim: 
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak 

Mandel 
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced 

Jew - Rabbi Hillel Shaps 
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak 

Grossman 
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging 

Parsha Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter 
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara 

Shiur, Sundays at 10:00 AM, Zoom C, will resume 
on Sunday, November 13. 

• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at 
Shomrai) - 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., 
contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 
347-869-9361.  
• For Men: 

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same 
Page Gemara. 

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - 
Reading Responsa - Zoom E. 

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei 
Hatorah Gemara Skills Building - Zoom F. 

• For Women: 
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, Zoom D. 

• SCP (Semichas Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 
8:45 PM at YISE. Join the fastest growing Halacha 
learning program in the world! Register online at 
https://thegreaterwashingtoncommunitykollel.com/scp 
See flyer for details. 

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet 
Chulin, Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, 
in the Franco Beit Midrash. 

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social 
Hall, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM For more information, 
contact Rabbi Levy 240-423-8810. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry 
Greengart’s Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 
9:00 AM, studying Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B. 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, 
Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the 
Torah from a Deeper Perspective”, in-person in the 
Small Beis Medrash and on Zoom G. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur 
for Men, learning Maseches Bava Metzia, Daf 3a. 
Wednesday evenings at 8:00 PM on Zoom H. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and 
enter the meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 or 929-205-
6099 and enter the meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, passcode Winter (phone 667362) 
Zoom E: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom F: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
Zoom H: ID: 849 3898 4989, passcode 161699 
 
 

 
 
 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur – Following the Hashkamah Minyan, 
learning Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. This week’s Shiur will be 
led by Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman. 
Late Weekday Maariv – Monday through Thursday, 7:30 PM in the Belonofsky 
Sanctuary, starting Monday, November 7. 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a series on the laws of 
Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at the home of David 
& Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the 
WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings 
available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos  
Kristallnacht Commemoration Program - Featuring Ruth Zimbler, presented by 
YISE and KMS on Sunday, October 30. Recording available at 
https://wp.yise.org/kristallnacht-commemoration A written transcript is available 
upon request - contact Debbie Katz at dkatz@yise.org for details. 
Hachnasat Sefer Torah Dedication by Feigy & Rabbi Tuvia Grauman, 10:00 AM 
on Sunday, November 20. Watch your email for details. 
YISE Youth Shabbos Morning Groups Coordinator - You can make a real 
difference in our community and meet wonderful people at the same time. It’s a lot 
of fun. Position requires 2 hours on Shabbos morning plus planning time during the 
week. Start date: November 19. Generous salary. For more information , contact 
Debbie Katz at dkatz@yise.org or Esti Thurman at estithurman@gmail.com 
Jewish War Veterans' Dining Out Banquet - Thursday, November 10, 6:30 PM at 
KMS. $55 per person. RSVP at https://diningout.kempmilljwv.com See flyer for details. 
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The Week Ahead Sunday 
November 6 

Monday, 
November 7 

 

Tuesday 
November 8 

Wednesday 
November 9 

 

Thursday 
November 10 

 

Friday, Nov. 11 
Veterans Day 

 
Shacharis 

Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 
 Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 4:45 4:45 / 7:30 4:45 / 7:30 4:45 / 7:30 4:45 / 7:30 See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 4:40 4:40 4:40 4:40 4:40 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:25 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 5:53 AM, Latest Netz: 6:48 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 9:16 AM, Earliest Mincha: 12:23 PM, Earliest Shkia: 4:56 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 5:44 PM 

Community Programs & Listings 
Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a 
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209. 
The Capital Closet will be open to this community this Sunday, November 6, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM. Come peruse our beautiful, curated 
selection of clothing for women, men, and children, as well as Torah School uniforms! Our address is 1910 University Blvd, West in Silver 
Spring. We’re in the brick house at the back of the parking lot. There is no charge for items in The Capital Closet, but donations to Yad Yehuda 
are always appreciated. We are unable to accept clothing donations at this time, with the exception of Torah School uniforms in pristine condition 
or new coats. For more information contact: ncarmel@yadyehuda.org 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, November 9, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
Jerusalem of the Balkans - The Sephardic Jewish Community of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sunday, November 6, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on 
Zoom. Register at https://shindc.org/JBalkans1 SHIN-DC Jewish Communities of the Balkans Series. 
From Rhodes to Zimbabwe, Africa - Sephardic history, culture, language (Ladino), community and culinary traditions between the Zambezi and 
Limpopo Rivers. Sunday, November 13, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom. Register at https://shindc.org/JAfrica1 SHIN-DC Jewish Communities in 
Africa Series. Questions? Email Sephardic Heritage International (SHIN-DC): info@shindc.org  
MES and The Robin Niman Mikvah Education Fund presents: “Understanding Menopause Through the Lens of Halacha, Medicine, and 
Intimacy,” an educational evening for women via Zoom. Tuesday, November 8 at 8:30 PM EST. Meeting ID: 818 8834 3481. Passcode: 172732. 
See https://www.mikvahemunah.com for the full flyer. 
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org The class will resume on Wednesday, November 30. 
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 
 
 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, November 9 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
       Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 

Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi       Simi Franco - Office Manager 
 

Next Shabbos - Parshas Vayeira 
November 11 - 12, 2022 - 18 Marcheshvan 5783 

Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 4:39 EST 
• Mincha: 4:40 (B), 4:35 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 4:35 (B), 4:30 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 5:39 

  
 
 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Bug Checking Seminar - Hands-on presentation with Rabbi Sholom Tendler of the Star-K has been postponed to Sunday, December 11. For 
more info, please contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com See flyer for details. 
Come Join Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee, Rabbi 
Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, November 7 from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more information, contact Miriam 
Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Online YISE Cholim List - Go to https://wp.yise.org/cholim to add a name to the list. The list is used at the 8:45 Minyan on Monday, Thursday, 
and Shabbos. For questions about Mi Sheberach guidelines, contact Rabbi Rosenbaum. For other questions, contact Seth Katz at sethkatz@yise.org 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know 
when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, provides assistance to families undergoing medical crises. We have a 
current need and more volunteers are required. For information, please contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam 
Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at https://audio.yise.org 
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To All 5th & 6th 
Grade Girls....

EXCITING NEW SHABBOS GROUP

Every Shabbos Morning
 

In The YISE House (next to Shul)
 
 

10:00-11:15
 
 

Starting September 10th





 
 

Calling all 
5th and 6th 
grade boys 

Please join Rabbi Rosenbaum and 
your friends for Torah Learning 

 
  

 Every Shabbos afternoon 
 one hour before Mincha 

  
 Bring your hardest questions! 

  
Shabbos Refreshments Will Be 

Served!! 
 

One hour before Mincha 
 YISE Social Hall 

 

 
 







When:   Thursday, Nov 10, 2022
Time:     6:30 PM (1830 hours)
Where:  Kemp Mill Synagogue

Sponsored by
The Mayberg Foundation, Young Israel Shomrai Emunah, Kemp Mill Synagogue, Chabad of Silver Spring,

Or HaTorah, and Silver Spring Jewish Center

Cost:  $55.00 per person

Go to http://diningout.kempmilljwv.com for more information

Sponsorship Opportunities
Meritorious Sponsor – $96

Distinguished Sponsor – $180
Legion of Merit Sponsor – $270

http://diningout.kempmilljwv.com/








Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
A Palace in Flames - Why Abraham? That is the 
question that haunts us when we read the opening of 
this week’s parsha. Here is the key figure in the story 
of our faith, the father of our nation, the hero of 
monotheism, held holy not only by Jews but by 
Christians and Muslims also. Yet there seems to be 
nothing in the Torah’s description of his early life to 
give us a hint as to why he was singled out to be the 
person to whom God said, “I will make you into a 
great nation … and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.” 
  This is surpassingly strange. The Torah leaves us in 
no doubt as to why God chose Noah: “Noah was a 
righteous man, blameless in his generations; Noah 
walked with God.” It also gives us a clear indication 
as to why God chose Moses. We see him as a young 
man, both in Egypt and Midian, intervening 
whenever he saw injustice, whoever perpetrated it 
and whoever it was perpetrated against. God told the 
prophet Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the womb 
I knew you; before you were born I set you apart; I 
have appointed you as a Prophet to the nations.” 
These were obviously extraordinary people. There is 
no such intimation in the case of Abraham. So the 
Sages, commentators, and philosophers through the 
ages were forced to speculate, to fill in the glaring 
gap in the narrative, offering their own suggestions 
as to what made Abraham different. 
    There are three primary explanations. The first is 
Abraham the Iconoclast, the breaker of idols. This is 
based on a speech by Moses’ successor, Joshua, 
towards the end of the book that bears his name. It is 
a passage given prominence in the Haggadah on 
Seder night: “Long ago your ancestors, including 
Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived 
beyond the Euphrates River and worshipped other 
gods”. Abraham’s father Terah was an idol 
worshipper. According to the Midrash, he made and 
sold idols. One day Abraham smashed all the idols 
and left, leaving the stick with which he did so in the 
hand of the biggest idol. When his father returned 
and queried who had broken his gods, Abraham 
blamed the biggest idol. “Are you making fun of 
me?” demanded his father. “Idols cannot do 
anything.” “In that case,” asked the young Abraham, 
“why do you worship them?” 
  On this view, Abraham was the first person to 
challenge the idols of the age. There is something 
profound about this insight. Jews, believers or 
otherwise, have often been iconoclasts. Some of the 
most revolutionary thinkers – certainly in the 
modern age – have been Jews. They had the courage 
to challenge the received wisdom, think new 
thoughts and see the world in unprecedented ways, 
from Einstein in physics to Freud in psychoanalysis 
to Schoenberg in music, to Marx in economics, and 
Amos Tversky and Daniel Kahneman in behavioural 
economics. It is as if, deep in our cultural intellectual 
DNA, we had internalised what the Sages said about 
Abraham ha-Ivri, “the Hebrew,” that it meant he was 
on one side and all the rest of the world on the other. 
  The second view is set out by Maimonides in the 
Mishnah Torah: Abraham the Philosopher. In an age 
when people had lapsed from humanity’s original 

faith in one God into idolatry, one person stood 
against the trend, the young Abraham, still a child: 
“As soon as this mighty man was weaned he began 
to busy his mind … He wondered: How is it possible 
that this planet should continuously be in motion and 
have no mover? … He had no teacher, no one to 
instruct him … until he attained the way of truth … 
and knew that there is One God … When Abraham 
was forty years old he recognised his Creator.” 
According to this, Abraham was the first 
Aristotelian, the first metaphysician, the first person 
to think his way through to God as the force that 
moves the sun and all the stars. 
  This is strange, given the fact that there is very little 
philosophy in Tanach, with the exception of wisdom 
books like Proverbs, Kohelet and Job. Maimonides’ 
Abraham can sometimes look more like Maimonides 
than Abraham. Yet of all people, Friedrich Nietzsche, 
who did not like Judaism very much, wrote the 
following:   Europe owes the Jews no small thanks 
for making people think more logically and for 
establishing cleanlier intellectual habits… Wherever 
Jews have won influence they have taught men to 
make finer distinctions, more rigorous inferences, 
and to write in a more luminous and cleanly fashion; 
their task was ever to bring a people “to listen to 
raison.” 
  The explanation he gave is fascinating. He said that 
only in the arena of reason did Jews face a level 
playing-field. Everywhere else, they encountered 
race and class prejudice. “Nothing,” he wrote, “is 
more democratic than logic.” So Jews became 
logicians, and according to Maimonides, it began 
with Abraham. 
  However there is a third view, set out in the 
Midrash: “The Lord said to Abram: Leave your land, 
your birthplace and your father’s house . . .” To what 
may this be compared? To a man who was travelling 
from place to place when he saw a palace in flames. 
He wondered, “Is it possible that the palace lacks an 
owner?” The owner of the palace looked out and 
said, “I am the owner of the palace.” So Abraham 
our father said, “Is it possible that the world lacks a 
ruler?” The Holy One, blessed be He, looked out and 
said to him, “I am the ruler, the Sovereign of the 
universe.” 
  This is an enigmatic Midrash. It is far from obvious 
what it means. In my book, A Letter in the Scroll, I 
argued that Abraham was struck by the contradiction 
between the order of the universe – the palace – and 
the disorder of humanity – the flames. How, in a 
world created by a good God, could there be so 
much evil? If someone takes the trouble to build a 
palace, do they leave it to the flames? If someone 
takes the trouble to create a universe, does He leave 
it to be disfigured by His own creations? On this 
reading, what moved Abraham was not philosophical 
harmony but moral discord. For Abraham, faith 
began in cognitive dissonance. There is only one 
way of resolving this dissonance: by protesting evil 
and fighting it. 
  That is the poignant meaning of the Midrash when 
it says that the owner of the palace looked out and 
said, “I am the owner of the palace.” It is as if God 
were saying to Abraham: I need you to help Me to 
put out the flames.  How could that possibly be so? 
God is all-powerful. Human beings are all too 
powerless. How could God be saying to Abraham, I 
need you to help Me put out the flames? 
  The answer is that evil exists because God gave 

humans the gift of freedom. Without freedom, we 
would not disobey God’s laws. But at the same time, 
we would be no more than robots, programmed to do 
whatever our Creator designed us to do. Freedom 
and its misuse are the theme of Adam and Eve, Cain 
and Abel, and the generation of the Flood. 
  Why did God not intervene? Why did He not stop 
the first humans eating the forbidden fruit, or prevent 
Cain from killing Abel? Why did the owner of the 
palace not put out the flames? 
  Because, by giving us freedom, He bound Himself 
from intervening in the human situation. If He 
stopped us every time we were about to do wrong, 
we would have no freedom. We would never mature, 
never learn from our errors, never become God’s 
image. We exist as free agents only because of God’s 
tzimtzum, His self-limitation. That is why, within the 
terms with which He created humankind, He cannot 
put out the flames of human evil. 
  He needs our help. That is why He chose Abraham. 
Abraham was the first person in recorded history to 
protest the injustice of the world in the name of God, 
rather than accept it in the name of God. Abraham 
was the man who said: “Shall the Judge of all the 
earth not do justly?” Where Noah accepted, 
Abraham did not. Abraham is the man of whom God 
said, “I have chosen him, so that he will direct his 
children and his household after him to keep the way 
of the Lord by doing what is right and just.” 
Abraham was the father of a nation, a faith, a 
civilisation, marked throughout the ages by what 
Albert Einstein called “an almost fanatical love of 
justice.” I believe that Abraham is the father of faith, 
not as acceptance but as protest – protest at the 
flames that threaten the palace, the evil that threatens 
God’s gracious world. We fight those flames by acts 
of justice and compassion that deny evil its victory 
and bring the world that is a little closer to the world 
that ought to be. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
“And Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife 
and all of his possessions, and Lot went next to him 
to the Negev.”  The portion of Lech Lecha is a 
kaleidoscope of intriguing and exciting sequences—
from the attempted rape of Sarah in Egypt to inter-
family conflict to a major war to God’s mysterious 
covenant with Abraham. Are these disparate stories 
held together only by a timeline, or is there a 
conceptual scheme placing them in a higher context? 
I believe that an examination of the portion’s seven 
sub-divisions, or aliyot, will provide the uniting 
theme as well as Israel’s most important – though 
often overlooked – role among the nations. 
  The portion opens with God’s command to Abram 
to move to the Land of Israel:  “I shall make you a 
great nation, I shall bless you, and I shall make your 
name great; you shall be a blessing. I shall bless 
those who bless you, and those who curse you I shall 
curse; all the families of the earth shall be blessed 
through you”.  
  God is promising Abram two things: national 
development and a spiritual greatness that will 
encompass the world. Abram is presented as a world 
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leader who will influence all the families of the 
earth. He is already teaching his future generations 
“compassionate righteousness and moral justice”. 
  The Vilna Gaon suggests that the phrase usually 
translated “I shall curse” (Hebrew a’or) might 
actually mean “I will show the light” (or is light in 
Hebrew). Israel is to be a light unto the nations, a 
kingdom of priests/teachers who bring the message 
of ethical monotheism to the world. 
  Abram desperately requires progeny for both of 
these mandates. And so, the barren Abram and Sarai 
place their hope for the future in Lot, Abram’s 
deceased brother’s son. Hence the Bible records –in 
the verse following the blessing and the charge – 
  “And Abram went in accordance with the way the 
Lord spoke to him, and Lot went with him… And 
Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot the son [of his 
brother] and all the wealth they had acquired…”. 
  But then came the famine and the sojourn in Egypt. 
Our text (second aliya) highlights Egyptian exile as 
being fraught with both physical danger (Sarai is 
seized) and spiritual danger (the materialistic 
blandishments of Egypt). The Hebrew family 
survives the near-rape intact, but Egypt seems to 
have had a corrosive effect on Lot:  “And Abram 
came up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that 
were his, and Lot next to him…” . 
  This is very different from when the family first set 
out for Israel: then, Lot was mentioned right after 
Abram and Sarai (that is, before their possessions), 
and went with Abram physically and spiritually (ito) 
and not merely in physical proximity (imo), as here. 
Here the change in Lot is merely hinted at. The next 
aliya, which begins “And also Lot, going with 
Abram, had sheep, cattle and tents… And the land 
was not sufficient to carry both of them”, leaves no 
room for doubt. Israel has become too small for the 
two of them – Abram’s mission isn’t materialistic 
enough for Lot, who has no desire to perfect the 
world; he wants to own it! So he leaves Abram’s 
land and Lord in favor of the lush, Egypt-like Sodom 
to pursue materialism rather than spirituality, 
momentary vice rather than monumental vision. 
  The great message of Abraham’s new name is his 
universal mission (“Neither shall thy name any more 
be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for 
the father of a multitude of nations have I made 
thee”). Hence, the second aliya concludes with  And 
Abram called out [to humanity] there with the name 
of the Lord”, and the third aliya concludes with,  
“And Abram built there an altar to the Lord”.   
  The fourth aliya deals with Melchizedek (identified 
by the Midrash as Shem, son of Noah), the king of 
Jerusalem, who recognizes the universal God of 
peace.  And the rest of the portion deals with God’s 
covenant with Abraham – His promise of an heir 
who will make Abraham’s progeny light the world 
like the stars of heaven. The structure and content of 
our Torah portion teach us why and how Lot cannot 
be considered a suitable heir for Abraham’s mission. 
  We must wait many generations for Lot’s return to 
the fold, in the person of his descendant Ruth 
(offspring of Moab, the son born to Lot and his 
daughter).  Apparently, God has cosmic patience, 
and so must we, if we are to be His emissaries. 
R. Norman J. Lamm’s Derashot Ledorot 
Down the Up Staircase [Excerpt]: According to the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, the titles of the weekly Torah 
portion are “Torah names,” headings to which the 
Torah gives special significance, for they somehow 
reveal the inner essence of the whole of the sidra.   
This Torah portion is called Lekh Lekha, which 
means, “Get thee out,” be active and move. Literally, 
the idiom means, “Go to yourself,” return to your 
spiritual identity, climb up the ladder to spiritual 
heights, reach your own soul in your ascent. A Jew 
must never be static. He must be dynamic and 
progressive in his service of the Lord, in moving 

himself and history in the direction of God. This, 
then, is the essence of all that is related in this sidra. 
Thus, we read of how Abram goes to the land of 
Israel. His journey is a symbolic conquest.. All of 
this is part of Abram’s “going,” his lekh lekha. 
  However, there are several important incidents 
which spell not progress but decline. The foremost 
failure or setback is the verse: “And there was 
famine in the land and Abram went down to Egypt”. 
This is not merely an incidental decision to change 
residence. Psychologically, it was a major crisis for 
Abram. He had left Canaan with the divine promise, 
“I shall make you into a great nation and I shall bless 
you.” Some blessing! He had just come to Canaan, 
and instead of bringing with him prosperity, he had 
become the harbinger of hunger, and he was already 
fleeing the land. What a disappointment – history’s 
first oleh had become history’s first yored. 
  Religiously, too, Abram’s descent to Egypt was 
frustrating, almost abortive of his whole mission. His 
journey to Canaan was meant to be a kiddush 
Hashem, an act of sanctifying the divine Name by 
making the one God available and accessible to 
humans. The journey to Canaan was to be the 
launching of Abram’s religious career. However, if 
Abram “went down” to Egypt, that canceled out his 
mission and vitiated his message. 
  Domestically, this descent to Egypt was the cause 
of many troubles for Abram. For in Egypt there took 
place the abduction of Sara – she was kidnapped and 
taken into the harem of Pharaoh. So our sidra relates 
troubles as well as triumphs. 
  And, spiritually and historically as well, we are 
faced with problems in this sidra. We know the 
principle that our rabbis laid down, “Ma’aseh avot 
siman levanim” – the deeds of the fathers are the 
symbol of the recurring patterns in the lives of their 
children. But some Jewish teachers, especially 
Hasidim, taught that this does not mean only that the 
lives of the patriarchs were symbolic of the historic 
patterns of their descendants, but that the patriarchs 
actually participated in the history that came after 
them, that their actions were the commencement of 
Jewish history. Therefore, “And Abram went down 
to Egypt” means not only that Abram’s descent to 
Egypt was a historic symbol of the later Egyptian 
exile, but that it was in some way itself the 
beginning of that terrible and bitter exile.  If that is 
the case, how can we account for the name Lekh 
Lekha, which indicates progress, growth, and 
advancement? 
  The answer provided for us by the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe is, in essence: Sometimes descent is for the 
purpose of ascent; often you must go down in order 
to go up to an even higher level than that at which 
you began. Some failures are merely temporary; they 
are the future successes in disguise. Often you must 
retreat in order to move on, in which case the retreat 
is part of progress and advance. 
  Therefore, “Vayered Avram Mitzrayma,” Abram’s 
going down to Egypt, led to and was part of “Vaya’al 
Avram miMitzrayim,” Abram’s going up again from 
Egypt. His going down was part and for the purpose 
of his later going up. 
  So “vayered” is part of “vaya’al,” the descent 
leading to the ascent is all part of lekh lekha, of 
general progress. Or, to use a metaphor more 
familiar to us from the popular literature of recent 
years, sometimes you go down, but it is only going 
“down the up staircase”; your decline is merely a 
part of the procedure of ultimate ascent. So it is with 
our national life. Joseph was sold by his brothers 
into slavery. At the time Joseph, and later all the 
brothers, thought that this event was an unmitigated 
disaster. But, as Joseph later told them when he 
revealed his identity to them, “The agony of my 
slavery was part of the divine plan to save the entire 
family now.” He went down – but it was on the up 
staircase, which led even higher. 

  The same is true with the State of Israel today. 
Often we are plunged into a gray mood when we 
consider our international and even internal 
situation. The constant attrition, the state of no-war-
no-peace, the ever-impending threat of greater 
warfare involving the great powers, the increasing 
isolation of Israel from neutrals and friends – all this 
is not calculated to encourage great cheer on behalf 
of those who love Israel. Nevertheless, we must 
never permit ourselves to lose our sense of balance. 
Our present descent may well be part of an ultimate 
ascent. May God grant that! 
  And the same holds true for personal life. Life is 
full of crises. No human being can be spared trauma 
in his existence. If we lose heart and are discouraged 
and become crushed, then our pessimism is a self-
fulfilling prophecy. We lose sight of opportunities, 
and we almost wish ourselves into a plunging 
descent. But if we look at our situation as descent for 
the sake of ascent, if we adopt a more sanguine 
attitude, then our optimism becomes self-fulfilling as 
it sensitizes us to the creative possibilities in descent. 
  How often has a middle-aged man, suffering a heart 
attack, been told by his physician: How lucky you 
are! This is a warning which may well save your life 
and prolong it. The same is true for business or 
professional or academic setbacks. It may be a 
warning, it may save us from more disastrous 
adventures, it may teach us something whereby we 
will better be able to attain our ultimate goal. 
  This message is not simplistic, unrealistic, or 
happy-go-lucky. On the contrary, I am pleading for a 
more sophisticated and higher realism: the 
confidence and rational understanding that, caught in 
crisis, man is often prone to depression because he 
takes an overly dim view, because he is limited 
emotionally and his vision is therefore curbed; the 
knowledge that life is never all up or all down, but a 
series of zigzags – and he never knows when he is 
zigging or zagging; the faith that while our own 
personal perspective is limited, that we can only 
begin to discern events and their true proportions in 
retrospect but never in prospect, that from the 
perspective of God what seems to us like descent is 
really for the purpose of ascent. Because we are so 
affected personally by our own situation, we tend to 
exaggerate, and we do not know that we are doing so 
or in what measure. In the depths, it is hard to realize 
that you have gone down in order to go up. But it is 
an act of faith – and intelligence as well. 
  So, Lekh Lekha, both by content and by name, 
leaves us with this encouraging message: If we 
suffer, whether it be illness, financial reverses, or 
any form of domestic misery or loneliness or 
frustration, remember “descent for the purpose of 
ascent.” I do not mean that things will always get 
better, but they often do, little as we expect it. Let us 
then not despair. Let each of us, in his or her own 
situation, bear this in mind – not as a palliative or 
peace-of-mind preachment, but as part of emuna, 
part of Jewish faith. 
  Then it will be true of us, as it was said of Abram in 
this sidra: “And he (Abram) believed in the Lord, 
and He accounted to him as tzedaka, as 
righteousness”. By this is meant that God considered 
Abram’s faith as a special act of righteousness. But 
the word “tzedaka” derives from the word meaning 
“justice.” We might therefore translate the verse as: 
“And Abram believed in the Lord, and God 
accredited it to him and justified his faith.” 
  When we will have faith that the downturn is part 
of an up-going, that the descent is for the ascent, and 
that faith will prove tzedaka, our confidence will be 
vindicated and justified, and indeed aloh na’aleh.
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In this week’s Parashah, we read about the Brit Bein
Ha’betarim / “Covenant between the Parts.” We refer to this
covenant in the Pesach Haggadah, when we say: Blessed is He
Who is Shomer / He keeps His pledge to Yisrael, Blessed is He!
For the Holy One, Blessed is He, calculated the end [of the
bondage] in order to do as He said to our forefather Avraham
at the Brit Bein Ha’betarim, as it is stated  (15:13-14), “Know
with certainty that your offspring will be aliens in a land not
their own, they will serve them, and they will oppress them for
four hundred years. But, also the nation that they shall serve,
I shall judge, and afterwards they shall leave with great
wealth.” [Until here from the Haggadah]

R’ Yosef Chaver z”l (Lithuania; late 19th century) writes: A
Midrash states that the verses of the Brit Bein Ha’betarim
foretell, not only the slavery in, and Exodus from, Egypt, but all
of Jewish history. It is an aspect of Hashem’s kindness to us that
He makes promises about events in the distant future, and He
is “Shomer” / He guards and protects those promises. When
Hashem “speaks,” it begins a process that ultimately ends in the
manifestation of His “words” in this world, though He may
decide that that process should take a long time. As long as the
process is still underway, we are assured of His continued
protection, even if we are unworthy, so that His words can be
fulfilled. If Hashem made promises to us only close to the
events in question, we would not have that protection. This is
what we refer to when we say in the Haggadah, “Blessed is He
Who is Shomer / He keeps His pledge to Yisrael.”  (Haggadah
Shel Pesach Zero’a Netuyah)

Shabbat
R’ Acha of Shabacha z”l (Bavel and Eretz Yisrael; circa 680-760; author

of the earliest known post-Talmudic work; also known as R’ Achai Gaon)
writes: Shabbat was given only as a “sample” of what awaits in Olam Ha’ba/
the World-to-Come. Just as Shabbat is only for eating and drinking and
praising the Holy One, blessed is He, so, in Olam Ha’ba, there will nothing
for a person to do other than eat and drink and praise the Holy One, blessed
is He. Thus, the prophet Yoel wrote (Yoel 2:26), “And you will eat--eating
and being satisfied–and you will praise the Name of Hashem, your Elokim
[who has acted wondrously with you; and My people will not be shamed
anymore].” And, Hashem warns: One who profanes the Shabbat is
profaning My honor.  (She’iltot: Bereishit 1)

R’ Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin z”l (the “Netziv”; 1816-1893; rabbi of, and
Rosh Yeshiva in, Volozhin, Belarus) explains: Shabbat was given so that we
will have an inkling of the reward that awaits us in Olam Ha’ba. Just as we
eat and drink on Shabbat effortlessly, as everything was prepared before
Shabbat, so, in Olam Ha’ba, we will be satiated by the “glow” of the
Shechinah effortlessly, as it will be a reward for the Mitzvot we performed
and the Torah we studied in this world.

The Netziv continues: Our Sages say, by way of a metaphor: “One who
toiled on Erev Shabbat will eat on Shabbat” [i.e., one who performed Mitzvot
and studied Torah in this world will reap the rewards in Olam Ha’ba].
R’ Acha describes the reward in Olam Ha’ba as “eating and drinking” in line
with this metaphor. Similarly, we read about Nadav and Avihu, the sons of
Aharon, and the Elders (Shmot 24:11), “They gazed at Elokim, and they ate
and drank.” R’ Acha is interpreting the “eating” in the quoted verse in Yoel
likewise. The prophet says: In this world, a person who performs Mitzvot
and studies Torah is not satiated; he is always hungry for more. In Olam
Ha’ba, however, each person will enjoy the “glow” of the Shechinah to his
maximum ability.  – Continued in box inside –
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“At the age of eight days every male among you shall be

circumcised . . .”  (17:12)
Why “at the age of eight days”? Also, the Gemara (Yoma 28a) teaches

that Avraham observed all the Mitzvot even though the Torah had not yet
been given. Why, then, did he wait for an explicit command from Hashem
before circumcising himself?

R’ Avraham Zvi Kluger shlita (Chassidic Mashpia in Bet Shemesh, Israel)
explains: The number seven represents the natural world, for the world
was created in seven days (including Shabbat, when rest was created). The
number eight--one more than seven--thus represents that which is “above”
and outside of the natural order, that which cannot be explained rationally.
Accordingly, the number eight represents our special relationship with
Hashem, for which there is no natural explanation. Hashem’s love for us is
not conditional on any reason. It just is. Why? We cannot know.

R’ Kluger continues: This idea is illustrated by the holiday of Shemini
Atzeret, the eighth day of Sukkot. All other holidays have one or more
special Mitzvot--e.g., Matzah on Pesach, a unique Korban (“Shtei Ha’lechem”)
on Shavuot, and Lulav and Sukkah on Sukkot. One might think that
Hashem’s relationship with us is conditional on our performance of these
(and other) Mitzvot. Therefore, Shemini Atzeret comes along and teaches
us otherwise, for it has no unique Mitzvot. The Midrash describes Shemini
Atzeret as a day when the King enjoys the company of His children. Just as
a parent does not need a reason to love his children, R’ Kluger explains, so
Hashem does not need a reason to love the Jewish People.

Brit Milah represents our unconditional covenant with Hashem,
R’ Kluger writes further. Thus, it is performed on the eighth day, the day
that is beyond nature or reason, and without the conscious knowledge of
the one entering the covenant. Like Hashem’s love for us, our covenant with
Him is just a fact, not something to be reasoned about. Avraham did not
perform this Mitzvah on his own because it is a Mitzvah that can be
performed only once, and, being unsure whether he was spiritually ready,
he waited for a command. Only after the fact do we understand that it is a
Mitzvah that is meant to be performed without “being ready.”  

(Nezer Yisrael: Mo’adim p.136)

2
“The fugitive came and told Avram, the Ivri.”  (14:13)
Midrashim offer several reasons why Avraham was called “the Ivri.”
• He was a descendant of Ever (see Bereishit ch.11);
• Figuratively, the whole world stood on one side (“Ever”), and he

stood on the other side (“Ever”); and
• Literally, he came from the other side (“Ever”) of the river, and his

language was Ivrit.
R’ Eliyahu Dessler shlita (Mashgiach Ruchani in the Ponovezh Yeshiva

in Bnei Brak; not to be confused with his namesake and relative, the
“Michtav M’Eliyahu” z”l) writes: All of these interpretations suggest one
thing--that Avraham was not influenced by his surroundings. The whole
world stood on one side, and he stood on the other side. Alone among
Ever’s descendants, Avraham followed in that Tzaddik’s ways. And, despite
living among idolators, he stood apart, not even changing his language.

There is another connotation to the appellation “Ivri,” to being on the
“other side,” R’ Dessler writes: The whole world lives under the laws of
nature. Avraham, however, lived under a different set of “laws,” as
demonstrated by the fact that he emerged unscathed from Nimrod’s
furnace, as the well-known Midrash relates.
  (Sha’arei Ha’zmanim: Yom Kippur p.311)

“He blessed him, saying, ‘Blessed is Avram by Kel, the Most High,
Who makes heaven and earth’.” (14:19)

“Avram said to the king of Sodom, ‘I lift up my hand to Hashem, Kel,
the Most High, Who makes heaven and earth’.”  (14:22)

R’ Yaakov Moshe Charlap z”l (1882-1951; rabbi of Yerushalayim’s
Sha’arei Chessed neighborhood and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Mercaz
Harav) writes: In both of these verses, “Who makes” (“Koneh”) is in present
tense, not in past tense. This is because, as we say every day in Shacharit,
Hashem “renews daily, perpetually, the work of Creation.”

R’ Charlap continues: When people discuss the subject of Hashgachah
Peratit / specific Divine Providence, many think the question is whether
Hashem is paying attention to and managing every detail of existence.
Those who ask such a question are missing the fundamental point that our
verses teach. Hashem is recreating every detail of the world at every
moment, just as He did at the beginning of Creation; obviously, then, He is
paying attention to it and managing it!

Rather, R’ Charlap writes, the difference between different levels of
Hashgachah (Peratit vs. Kelalit; specific vs. general) relates to whether
Hashem allows us to see His management of the world’s affairs, or whether
He conceals it. Either way, however, He is managing every detail at every
moment.  (Mei Marom: Sha’arei De’ah, Vol. 19, p.508-509)

– Continued from back page –
In this light, the Netziv concludes, we also can understand R’ Acha’s

closing statement: “Hashem warns: One who profanes the Shabbat is
profaning My honor.” One who transgresses Shabbat is making a
statement that he does not value the exposure to the Shechinah he could
attain in Olam Ha’ba. That is surely an insult to Hashem!  

(Ha’emek She’eilah 1:16)



 

89% OF VOTES COUNTED (Ha’aretz 11/2/22) 
   Old Knesset New Knesset 
Likud   29  32 
Yesh Atid   17  24 
Blue and White/New Hope 14  12 
Shas   9  11 
Yamina/Jewish Home 7  0 
Labor   7  4 
United Torah Judaism 7  8 
Yisrael Beiteinu  7  5 
Religious Zionist  7  14 
Joint List   6  5 
Meretz   6  0 
Ra’am   4  5 
 
GANTZ, SA'AR, EIZENKOT VOW TO GO TO OPPOSITION (Arutz-7 
11/2/22) 
National Unity party chairman Defense Minister Benny Gantz met 
Wednesday morning with fellow senior party members Justice Minister 
Gideon Sa'ar and former IDF Chief of Staff Gadi Eizenkot following the 
election for the 25th Knesset which was held yesterday. 
They stated following the meeting: "The State of Israel faces great 
challenges that a government that relies on extremist elements will face. We 
have decided to continue to establish the National Unity party as a significant 
movement in the center of the political arena. We respect the decision of the 
voters, and after the formation of the government, we will serve as a 
responsible and statesmanlike opposition while we continue to establish the 
'National Unity' party as a governmental alternative." 
The National Unity faction will gather on Sunday for a party meeting by the 
Knesset plenum to discuss its next steps. 
On Tuesday, nearly five million Israelis voted in the elections, for the highest 
turnout since 1999. 
 
NETANYAHU AND FAR RIGHT POISED FOR DRAMATIC TRIUMPH, 
ISRAEL'S LEFT FACES WIPEOUT (Ha’aretz 11/2/22) 
Israel's longest serving prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu looks set to 
return to power after a short stint in opposition, as his bloc of right-wing 
extremists and ultra-Orthodox Jews tallied a slender majority in Tuesday's 
election with the majority of the votes counted. 
With almost 90 percent of the final vote counted, the right-wing bloc helmed 
by Benjamin Netanyahu appears to have a more decisive lead with 65 seats 
out of 120, making him best placed to receive the mantle from the president 
to form a government. In a meteoric ascent for the far right, the Religious 
Zionism party headed by Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich is forecast to 
become the third-largest party in the Knesset, while Netanyahu's ultra-
Orthodox allies also surpassed expectations. 
Caretaker prime Minister Yair Lapid firmly established himself as the main 
alternative to rule the country, after masterminding the short-lived "change 
coalition'" of parties from the heterogeneous anti-Netanyahu camp. 
Following the initial exit polls on Tuesday night, caretaker Prime Minister Yair 
Lapid, the leader of the second biggest party after Netanyahu's Likud, 
maintained "it's not over yet" as some liberal strongholds and several Arab 
localities remained to be fully counted. However, as Wednesday has already 
begun preparations for a transfer of power, and a late swing looks unlikely. 
Israel's historic left wing parties are set for a wipeout. The left-wing Meretz  

party, which earned four seats in the exit polls, does not currently enter the 
Knesset. The Labor party, which governed the country for its first three 
decades, is projected to fall to a historic low of 4 seats. 
While two other parties representing the Arab community in Israel scraped 
the threshold, Arab nationalist party Balad looks set to miss out, despite a 
surprising surge that took them close to the 3.25 threshold. 
 
BEN-GVIR WON'T BE INTERNAL SECURITY MINISTER (i24NEWS 
11/2/22) 
A source close to Benjamin Netanyahu told i24NEWS that Itamar Ben-Gvir, 
leader of the far-right Jewish Power party, will not be appointed the minister 
of internal security in the imminent right-wing government headed by the 
Likud leader. 
Ben-Gvir, a nationalist firebrand, lobbied for the office throughout the 
campaign, pledging that he would "restore security" to the Jewish state.  
Netanyahu, who is emerging as the clear victor from Tuesday's general 
election, repeatedly stated during his campaign that he refused to rule out 
such appointment, though never saying that his new ally was the favorite for 
the job.  
The source, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said that Ben-Gvir was a 
candidate for several other important government portfolios.  
 
NETANYAHU VOWS TO BE 'EVERYONE'S PRIME MINISTER' AS 
RESULTS POINT TO CLEAR WIN (Israel Hayom 11/2/22) 
Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu appeared to hold a narrow lead 
early Wednesday in Israeli elections, according to exit polls, potentially 
paving the way for a return to power after it appeared that at least one left-
wing party failed to meet the necessary threshold to enter parliament. 
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The exit polls were preliminary, and the final results could change as votes 
are tallied. However, they pointed to a continued rightward shift in the Israeli 
electorate, further dimming hopes for peace with the Palestinians and setting 
the stage for possible conflict with the Biden administration and Israel's 
supporters in the US. 
Tuesday's election was Israel's fifth in less than four years, with all of them 
focused largely on Netanyahu's fitness to govern. On trial for a slew of 
corruption charges, Netanyahu is seen by supporters as the victim of a witch 
hunt and vilified by opponents as a crook and threat to democracy. 
The vote, like past elections, was tight. The exit polls on Israel's three major 
television stations all predicted that Netanyahu and his hard-line allies would 
capture 61 or 62 seats in parliament, giving him the majority in the 120-seat 
parliament needed to govern. 
But the polls showed a small Arab party close to crossing the threshold 
required to enter parliament – a development that could erase his slim 
majority. 
Elections officials worked through the night tallying votes. Early on 
Wednesday, nearly 45% of the ballots had been counted, and the final 
outcome remained unclear. 
If Netanyahu's allies emerge victorious, it could still take weeks of 
negotiations for a coalition government to be formed. Continued deadlock 
and a new round of elections are also a possibility. 
Speaking in Jerusalem in the middle of the night, Netanyahu asked his 
supporters to have patience and said his Likud Party was "on the verge of a 
very big victory." 
Perhaps fearing that Arab voters would deny him victory, Netanyahu tweeted 
allegations of violence and vote tampering at Arab polling stations. He 
provided no evidence, and the country's nonpartisan Central Elections 
Committee dismissed the "baseless rumors." 
Netanyahu later said he was "asking for total electoral purity because that's 
the basis of democracy." 
Arabs make up some 20% of Israel's population and have been a key factor 
in blocking Netanyahu in recent elections. But this time around their vote was 
split among three different factions, each of which was at risk of falling below 
the threshold, which would mean those votes were wasted. 
Netanyahu was Israel's longest-serving prime minister, governing for 12 
consecutive years – and 15 years altogether – before he was ousted last 
year by a diverse coalition led by the Center-Left candidate Yair Lapid. 
But the coalition that Lapid cobbled together, which included the first Arab 
party ever to join a government, was ravaged by infighting and collapsed 
after just one year in power. Those parties were poised to capture just 54 
seats, according to the polls. 
Lapid, addressing supporters early Wednesday, insisted that the race was 
not decided. 
"Until the last envelope is counted, nothing is over and nothing is final," he 
said. 
The night's strongest showing was by far-right lawmaker Itamar Ben-Gvir's 
Religious Zionism, which emerged as the third-largest party. Ben-Gvir is a 
disciple of a racist rabbi, Meir Kahane, who was banned from parliament and 
whose Kach party was branded a terrorist group by the United States before 
he was assassinated in New York in 1990. 
But while Kahane was seen as a pariah, Ben-Gvir is one of Israel's most 
popular politicians, thanks to his frequent media appearances. 
At the celebration, Ben-Gvir's supporters chanted "Death to terrorists." 
"We want to make a total separation between those who are loyal to the state 
of Israel – and we don't have any problem with them – and those who 
undermine our dear country," he said. 
Muhammad Shtayyeh, the Palestinian prime minister, said the rise of Israel's 
far-Right was "a natural result of the growing manifestations of extremism 
and racism in Israeli society." He said Netanyahu, if asked to form the next 
government, might try to seek other potential coalition partners instead. With 
Netanyahu's opponents vowing never to sit in a government with him, that 
could be a difficult task. 

Lapid was the mastermind of the coalition that turned Netanyahu into the 
opposition leader. 
The coalition was made up of nationalists who oppose Palestinian statehood, 
dovish parties that seek a peace agreement and – for the first time in the 
country's history – a small Arab Islamist party. The groups were united over 
their distaste for Netanyahu. But that coalition collapsed this spring because 
of infighting. 
The centrist Lapid, a former author and broadcaster who became premier as 
part of a power-sharing agreement, has portrayed himself as an honest and 
scandal-free change from the polarizing Netanyahu. 
In his short term as caretaker leader, Lapid welcomed President Joe Biden 
on a visit to Israel, led the country in a brief military operation against Gaza 
terrorists and signed a diplomatic agreement with Lebanon setting a maritime 
boundary between the enemy nations. 
 
SMOTRICH: ITAMAR AND I ARE CONTINUING TO WORK TOGETHER, 
COMMITTED TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL (Arutz-7 11/1/22) 
The chairman of the Religious Zionist Party, MK Bezalel Smotrich, spoke on 
Tuesday evening at the party's headquarters after the publication of the exit 
polls which predicted his party would win 14-15 Knesset seats. 
"Today, thank God, religious Zionism is making history. For the first time 
since the establishment of the state of Israel, the party of the national 
religious public - becomes the third largest party in Israel," said Smotrich. 
Even though Itamar Ben Gvir and Smotrich are celebrating in separate 
headquarters, Smotrich stressed, "I want to thank my friend and partner in 
the journey, Itamar Ben Gvir. I hear speculations about the path moving 
forward. I want to make it clear here, we will continue to work together just as 
we did last year and in the campaign." 
In the government that will be formed, Smotrich promised, ''We intend to take 
the great trust we have received and harness it to make a real change and 
implement a right-wing policy. We will work to restore security and 
governance. We will restore national pride and honor to the State of Israel. 
We will make sure that people all over the country will live in security, that 
they will not be afraid to walk around the streets. We will fight terrorism with 
all our might, and we will defeat our enemies inside and outside." 
"We presented a broad and comprehensive plan to correct the judicial 
system, and I say here from the stage that we will also implement it because 
it is the right thing for every Israeli citizen, on the left and the right. This is the 
way to do justice and this is what the State of Israel needs now. We will 
strengthen the settlement and work for the application of sovereignty in 
Judea and Samaria.'' 
Smotrich stated, "We have been Benjamin Netanyahu's most loyal partners 
for all these years, both as Prime Minister and as leader of the opposition. 
We stood by him and supported him because he represents a huge national 
public, and we continue to support him, and with God’s help he will soon 
return to the Prime Minister's Office to manage the State of Israel, hand-in-
hand in partnership with us." 
"In this election, we presented a goal to be bigger than Gantz in order to 
ensure that only a right-wing government will be established. According to 
the results of the exit polls, it appears that we have achieved this goal big 
time, and the meaning is that a full-fledged right-wing government is going to 
be formed here that will make the changes that have not been made for 
many, many years.'' 
 
DANNY DANON TO RUN FOR SPEAKER OF THE KNESSET (Arutz-7 
11/2/22) 
MK-elect Danny Danon is pleased with the Likud's victory in yesterday's 
election for the 25th Knesset and announced that he intends to run for the 
position of Speaker of the Knesset in the coming days. 
Danon said that "The Knesset is the sovereign. The citizens of Israel elected 
a new Knesset yesterday. The elected Knesset must immediately replace the 
current Knesset Speaker Mickey Levy upon being sworn in, in order for us to 
return control of the Knesset's actions to the Likud, the ruling party." 
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He will compete for the position against fellow Likud MK Ofir Akunis. 
"After a year in which the status of the Knesset was trampled by the Lapid 
government, I intend to run for the position of Speaker of the Knesset and 
return the Knesset to its rightful place," added Danon, who is also the former 
Israeli ambassador to the UN. 
 
AZERBAIJAN TO OPEN EMBASSY IN ISRAEL (YNet 11/1/22) 
Azerbaijan has decided to open an embassy in Israel, after 30 years of 
relations between the two countries and amid tensions with neighboring Iran, 
local media reported. 
“The decision has already been made, the opening of the Azerbaijani 
embassy in Israel can only be delayed for technical reasons,” Arzu Naghiyev, 
an MP and member of the Azerbaijan-Israel parliamentary friendship group, 
told the Azerbaijani news site Pravda last week. 
He pointed out that the two countries have very good relations, despite the 
absence of an embassy. 
Israel and Azerbaijan enjoy close relations, especially in defense matters, as 
69 percent of Azerbaijan's arms imports between 2016 and 2020 came from 
Israel. 
"Israel is a strategic political, military, economic and cultural partner," he said. 
President Isaac Herzog had written a letter honoring 30 years of relations 
between Israel and Azerbaijan earlier this year, in which he invited his Azeri 
counterpart Ilham Aliyev to visit Israel and open an embassy. 
“As we mark an important step in our relations, I hope to see us take an 
additional step, with the opening of the Embassy of Azerbaijan,” he wrote. 
Azerbaijan has trade and tourist offices in Israel, but no embassy, partly to 
avoid provoking its neighbor Iran. Nevertheless, the Abraham Accords and 
the thawing of Israeli-Turkish relations have tended to diminish the fears of 
the Central Asian nation. 
Roman Gurevich, the Jewish Agency's honorary envoy to his native 
Azerbaijan, expressed excitement about the upcoming opening of an 
embassy in Israel. 
"Azerbaijan is a tolerant Shia Muslim country, in which there has never been 
antisemitism. The country has always respected the Jewish people and the 
warm relations between the two nations will only grow stronger if an embassy 
of Azerbaijan opens in Israel," he said. 
 
ISRAEL'S BANK LEUMI CHIEF VISITS SAUDI, SAYS INTERESTED IN 
INVESTMENTS THERE (JPost 10/27/22) 
Israel's Bank Leumi would like to tap into investment opportunities in Saudi 
Arabia, Chairman Samer Haj Yehia told a business forum in Riyadh, which 
he is attending in the latest sign of a potential thawing in Saudi-Israeli 
relations. 
The presence of Bank Leumi, one of Israel's two largest banks, at the 
kingdom's flagship investment event suggested this marked another gesture 
by Riyadh towards warmer ties with Israel after the United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain forged ties with Israel in 2020, with Saudi blessings. 
"We can see that there's a lot of investment going on, and we want to tap into 
that kind of investment, whether it's on the payment side or on the retail side 
or on the cryptocurrency side," Haj Yehia told a panel at the FII forum on 
Thursday. 
Haj Yehia, the first Arab Israeli to serve as Leumi's chairman, declined to 
comment further when approached by Reuters. 
Riyadh has said it will not normalize ties with Israel in the absence of a 
resolution to Palestinian statehood, but made some overtures earlier this 
year including opening its airspace to all airlines, including Israeli carriers. 
The Future Investment Initiative (FII) is a showcase for the Saudi crown 
prince's drive to modernize the Gulf Arab state, wean its economy off oil 
revenues and attract foreign capital. 
 
ISRAELI ARRESTED IN THAILAND AFTER M-16 AMMUNITION FOUND 
IN SUITCASE (JPost 10/28/22) 
An Israeli was arrested on Friday morning at the Phuket airport in Thailand  

after 55 5.56 mm assault rifle bullets were found in his suitcase, according 
to local media. 
The Israeli, Gal Shmuel Farjun, 29, admitted during his interrogation that the 
bullets found were his - but he did not provide an explanation to law 
enforcement officials in the country as to why he possessed them. 
The ammunition was found in a gray Samsonite suitcase - after Farjun 
landed in an airport in Phuket on a domestic flight. The police said that he 
was transferred to the Sakho police station, adjacent to the airport, where he 
was questioned for illegal possession and transportation of ammunition. 
Farjun was released on bail and is awaiting his trial. His family is convinced 
that the ammunition was forgotten in the suitcase from his last stint in the 
Israeli military reserves. "It's a common thing to forget in a bag - especially 
when you're in the field and your bag is your closet." 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that "the Department of Israelis Abroad 
in the Consular Wing and the Consul in Bangkok are monitoring the case and 
the Consul was in constant contact with the citizen." 
They wished to remind the public that before traveling abroad, bags and 
luggage should be carefully checked to prevent the discovery of ammunition 
or other prohibited substances which constitute an offense in other countries 
and may lead to the arrest, trial and imprisonment of Israeli citizens. 
 
IDF: PLANE REROUTES TO IRAN WITH ISRAELI SOLDIER ON BOARD, 
LEAVES SAFELY (YNet 11/2/22) 
An IDF soldier found herself on Iranian soil last week after her flight from 
Uzbekistan had to reroute from the United Arab Emirates to the city of 
Shiraz, Iran, the military said on Wednesday.  
During the flight, one of the passengers experienced a medical emergency 
and the pilot had to change course to Shiraz. 
The soldier, who was returning from a family visit abroad, contacted officials 
in Israel and was instructed by the Mossad to speak only in Russian. 
The Boeing 737 airliner declared an emergency while flying over Kerman, 
deep inside Iranian territory, about two and a half hours into the flight. 
The plane was allowed to leave four hours later with no unusual events. 
Israeli nationals are allowed to fly over Iranian territory, but IDF soldiers are 
prohibited from doing so. The matter is still under IDF investigation, but since 
the soldier has no security clearances, she is unlikely to be court-martialed. 
 
ISRAELI SOFTBALL: CAN THEY WIN THE UNDER-23S WORLD CUP? 
(JPost 10/31/22) 
At the Maccabiah Games in July, Israel’s fast-pitch softball teams beat top 
competitors such as the US and Mexico to win an unprecedented three gold 
medals: in the men’s, women’s and men’s masters competitions. 
In the men’s Under-23 European Championships held last summer in the 
Czech Republic, the Israeli team won a bronze medal, securing a spot for the 
first time in the Under-23s World Cup due to be held in 2023. 
Coach Corey Vyner, who made aliyah with his wife, Cathy, from Canada in 
2010, beams with pride over his players’ conduct in which he has played a 
key role. “You should see when the kids and I travel abroad for our European 
tournaments,” he says. “They are loved, revered and respected by their 
opponents. Not because we win medals. It’s because they were brought up 
right! They play hard and respect the process. They are Canadian polite... 
and it shows!” 
Vyner seeks to inculcate the value of representing Israel into his players. 
“That is the one thing I am most proud of,” he says. “Anyone can teach them 
English, but teaching them to be mensches on and off the field is what I excel 
at. I always tell them: in a world of hatred toward our country, you are some 
of Israel’s best ambassadors. With every passing tournament, I tell them: you 
guys are showing the world the other side to CNN’s portrayal of Israel.” 
“Anyone can teach them English, but teaching them to be mensches on and 
off the field is what I excel at. I always tell them: in a world of hatred toward 
our country, you are some of Israel’s best ambassadors. With every passing 
tournament, I tell them: you guys are showing the world the other side to 
CNN’s portrayal of Israel.” 
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Fast-pitch softball, which is similar to baseball, has had a dynamic run during 
its relatively short history in Israel. The Israel Softball Association (ISA) was 
established in 1979 by a group of immigrants from North and South America. 
Currently the ISA features divisional leagues for men, women, boys and girls. 
They play on three designated fields: one in Maor, a moshav near Hadera; at 
the Baptist Village in Petah Tikva; and on Kibbutz Gezer, near Modi’in. 
“I started playing softball at age 10,” says Under-23 team player Liam 
Forberg, who lives in Maor. “We have players from around the country, but 
the  community feels like one big family. It’s a mishmash of Israeli-born 
players and those who made aliyah from North America, including the Black 
Hebrews from Dimona, and Latin America.” 
Regarding the upcoming World Cup, Forberg says it’s a whole new level of 
competition. “Facing the best players from all over the world, including 
Argentina and Japan, will be a great learning experience, and representing 
the country is a huge honor.” 
Vyner brought Kazuki Ishizaki, a Japanese softball star from Tokyo, to Israel 
in September to help train the Israeli players for the World Cup. “I came to 
Israel to teach softball pitching. They have better players than I imagined, but 
they need good pitchers,” says Ishizaki, who is himself an accomplished 
underhand pitcher. “For that reason, it will not be easy for them to win the 
World Cup. However, there are many players with high physical ability, so 
there is hope. I would be happy if I helped them a little.” 
Gil Alon, who leads the Under-23 team, says the players are “really happy 
and proud” to be participating in their first World Cup Under-23 competition. 
“The team is consolidated and relatively experienced on the international 
field,” says Alon. “Our preparations are in high gear, we’re confident in our 
ability to represent Israeli softball with honor, and look forward to going head-
to-head with the best teams in the world for the first time.” 
 
ISRAEL VOTED FOR NETANYAHU, BEN-GVIR. LET THEM GOVERN 
(Editorial, JPost 11/3/22) 
Israel went to the polls on Tuesday and in rather uncharacteristic fashion 
rendered a clear decision: Benjamin Netanyahu. 
No hung jury this time, no tie, no waffling: The country wants Netanyahu 
back as the head of a very right-wing and religious government. The nation 
has spoken, and now it is time to honor its decision. 
What does that mean? It means letting Netanyahu form a right-wing, very 
religious coalition. That is what the people want, that is what they voted for. 
And this is not meant to say to the country, as a parent might to a 
misbehaving child: “You made your bed, now lie in it.” Rather, this is just 
acknowledging that in a democracy, the will of the people should be 
respected, and the election results have made this country’s wishes known 
unequivocally. 
When the coalition building begins, there will be calls to bring other parties – 
such as Benny Gantz’s National Unity or even Yair Lapid’s Yesh Atid – into 
the coalition to form a national unity government. And although there is 
always something comforting in calls for unity – and some will say this is 
needed to “moderate” what is shaping up to be the most right-wing 
government in the country’s history – that is not what the nation voted for. 
It did not vote for Gantz to be defense minister or Lapid to be foreign 
minister. It voted for Netanyahu, and Itamar Ben-Gvir, and Bezalel Smotrich, 
and Arye Deri and Yitzhak Goldknopf. They have received a clear mandate; 
they should be given the reins. If, down the line, Gantz or Lapid or some from 
their parties opt to join the government, then so be it. But it’s time honor the 
people’s choice and give them what they voted for. 
When you don’t give the people what they vote for, when you give them 
something they didn’t bargain for, you are inviting problems. Just ask former 
prime minister Naftali Bennett and the outgoing “government of change.” 
Whatever it is that the country said at the ballot box in the March 2021 
elections, it did not say that it wanted to see Bennett, leader of a party that 
won just seven seats, as prime minister. Yet that is what the country got, and 
that is why Bennett was dogged throughout his short tenure by questions of 
legitimacy. 

What right do you have, he was asked repeatedly, to lead the country when 
so few people actually voted for you? 
That is not a question that can be asked of an incoming Netanyahu 
government, which received a clear mandate to govern. 
With that decisive mandate, however, comes responsibility – and part of that 
responsibility is the need to quickly reassure voters who woke up on 
Wednesday morning feeling that their country was slipping through their 
fingers. 
Netanyahu’s first order of business, as well as that of his potential partners, 
needs to be to recognize the fears and concerns among many of the 
country’s Arabs, women, members of the LGBTQ community and secular 
citizens, and to assuage those fears.  
The coalition partners – led by a man who is returning for an unprecedented 
third round to lead the country (Ben-Gurion, Shamir and Peres each returned 
once) – need to make it clear to them that they have nothing to fear, that this 
is their country too, and that their way of life will be respected and their rights 
protected. 
Some may argue that this is a given, and there is no reason to state it. 
Wrong. Whether justifiably or not, there is a fear among many that the 
country is about to perform a U-turn on everything that has to do with 
democratic and minority rights. Netanyahu must broadcast clearly – and as 
soon as possible – that this is not going to happen. 
He started to do so already, saying in his victory speech early Wednesday 
morning that while he will lead a right-wing government, he intends to be 
prime minister of all Israelis: “Right and Left, Jews and non-Jews alike.” 
A similar reassuring message needs to be sent to Israel’s friends around the 
world, some of whom are concerned about the rise of the far Right. This, too, 
he addressed briefly during his speech, saying he will “not embark on  
unnecessary adventures.” 
Netanyahu’s words signal that he understands the enormous domestic and 
foreign challenges that await as a direct result of Tuesday’s vote outcome. 
We earnestly hope that his deeds will reflect the reassuring message of his 
early words. 
 
CAN A NARROW RIGHT-WING GOVERNMENT SURVIVE? (Nechama 
Duek, Israel Hayom 11/2/22) 
Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu is poised to return to power but he will not 
be able to do so unless he partners with the Religious Zionist Party, because 
no one is going to be able to provide the same amount of seats necessary to 
form a governing coalition. Yesh Atid, which had sought to match Likud's 
strength, will take comfort in having increased its strength from 17 to 24 
seats. 
The most surprising development is Shas. As usual, it had been overlooked 
by the pollsters and outperformed by at least two seats, apparently winning a 
total of 10. This can be largely attributed to its decision to wage a two-
themed campaign: fighting the cost of living that affects everyone while 
promising to preserve Israel's Jewish character.  
Netanyahu, if the certified results match the exit polls, will be able to form a 
government with his right-wing and Haredi allies but he may decide to extend 
an outstretched hand to his rivals in an attempt to form a unity government. 
It's true that voters want the Right to be in power, but they also sent a 
message that they want electoral stability and calm – and this can only be 
achieved with a diverse government. A narrow right-wing government would 
be a major headache for Netanyahu, who would be a the mercy of all of his 
coalition members. This will be made even worse if Itamar Ben Gvir's Otzma 
Yehudit splinters off into its own fringe faction.  
If the past is prologue, governments that command only a narrow majority 
tend to be shortlived. Therefore, it is not beyond the realm of possibility that 
Netanyahu will try to expand his government's wingspan by bringing Gantz's 
faction in, despite the latter making it clear just hours after the results had 
come in that this was off the table.  
Netanyahu could also try to convince former Likudniks in other parties to 
return to the fold by defecting, presumably by promising them the moon. 



  

Lot raised his eyes and saw the entire plain of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere – before 

Hashem destroyed Sedom and Amora – like the garden of Hashem. (13:10) 

Avraham and his nephew, Lot, had been traveling together ever since the beginning of our Parsha, when Hashem 

told Avraham to leave his homeland and travel to Eretz Yisrael. There came a time, however, when they were forced 

to part due to the unscrupulous behavior of Lot and his shepherds. Lot was attracted to the lush and fertile Jordan 

valley and decided to go settle in that area. In describing the lushness of the area, the Torah makes a point of 

mentioning that this was before Hashem destroyed Sedom and Amora – the principal cities of that location.   

The Torah does not relate facts without reason. Why does the Torah make a point to tell us that this was before the 

location was destroyed by Hashem? 

Rabbi Dovid Feinstein suggests the following answer. Lot, even with his shortcomings, grew up in the house of 

Avraham. As such, he was well aware that Hashem rewards the righteous and punishes the wicked. The wickedness 

of the people of Sedom and Amora was notorious, and surely Lot knew that Hashem would punish them for their 

immoral behavior. Thus, the Torah tells us that Lot knew retribution was coming and yet he chose to live there in 

spite of that knowledge. But why would Lot make such a choice? 

Lot figured that, although Hashem does punish the wicked, He would not do so for some time. Lot said to himself, 

“One day, this area will be laid waste, but that’s a long way off. In the meantime, I want to enjoy myself.” As we know, 

the day of retribution did come and Lot was stuck in Sedom, barely making it out with his two daughters – losing 

his wife and other children in the process. 

One of Hashem’s thirteen attributes of mercy is erech apayim – He delays His anger. In His great mercy, Hashem 

gives us opportunity to right our wrongs before He exacts retribution. We must realize, however, that this 

opportunity does not last forever as Lot seemed to believe. Each day should be viewed as our last opportunity to 

correct our past failures and to develop the best version of ourselves. 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org 

Lech Lecha 5783 
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The Time is Now 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

… and you shall be a blessing (12:2)   

This refers to what we say in davening ‘the G-d of 

Avraham’ (Rashi).   

The merits of our forefathers have expired (Shabbos 

55a).   

Why do we mention our forefathers in Shemoneh 

Esrei if their merits have expired? 

 

Who was the father of Eliezer, the servant of 

Avraham? 
 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. I am not many. 

2. I confused the generations. 

3. I chose wickedness. 

4. My uncle was a father of nations. 

 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. We tested. 

2. We begin with fire (according to some). 

3. We end in a bind (according to some). 

4. Ten for ten. 

 

 

 
#1 Teivah (Ark) (I was a box, I was later used as a 

“hanger,” I was a life saver, I later caused death.) 

#2 Bavel (Babylonia) (I had a tower, I had a Talmud, I am 

the drain, I am mixed together.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 
Last week’s riddle:  

The fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth 

and every bird of the heavens (9:2).  What halachic implication does 

this verse have? 

Answer: An animal that has gored another animal is not assumed to be 

an animal that will also gore a person because it has an inherent fear 

of people.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parashas Lech-Lecha begins with Hashem’s command to Avraham: “Go for yourself 

(lech-lecha) from your land, from your relatives, and from your father’s house to the 

land that I will show you.” 

Bereishis Rabbah (39:7) relates that Avraham was worried about public opinion: “I 

will go, and people will desecrate the Name of Heaven through me and say: ‘He left 

and abandoned his father in his old age!’” Hashem reassured him: “You (lecha) I 

exempt from kibud av ve-eim (the commandment of honoring one’s father and 

mother), but I do not exempt another from kibud av ve-eim.” 

The Panim Yafos explains the midrash to be saying that in general, if one’s father 

is in chutz la-aretz, then the son’s mitzvah to make aliyah to Eretz Yisrael does not 

override his mitzvah of kibud av ve-eim, but this consideration did not apply to 

Avraham, since his father Terach was an evildoer. He seems to understand the 

midrash to be contrasting Terach, an evildoer, with other parents, who are not; 

according to this approach, the mitzvah of kibud av ve-eim does not apply to parents 

who are evildoers in general (at least where it conflicts with another mitzvah). 

The Birchei Yosef (YD 241:4), however, apparently understands the midrash very 

differently. He brings a challenge to the opinion of R. Chaim ibn Attar that there is 

indeed no obligation to honor parents who are “utter evildoers, and sinners” from 

the above midrash, and Shut. Yabia Omer (8:YD:9) explains that the Birchei Yosef 

apparently understands the midrash to be saying that the mitzvah of kibud av ve-eim 

generally does apply even with regard to an evildoer such as Terach – an idol 

worshipper, and a sinner and one who caused others to sin – but Avraham was being 

granted a special dispensation (for an unspecified reason). So while the Panim Yafos 

seems to understand the midrash to imply that there generally is no obligation to 

honor a parent who is an evildoer (at least when this would conflict with another 

mitzvah), the Birchei Yosef seems to understand it to imply the opposite, that there 

generally is an obligation to do so. 

See Yabia Omer ibid. for further discussion of this question; he concludes that one 

should generally honor even irreligious parents, particularly in contemporary times 

when irreligiosity is not tantamount to evildoing. 
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