Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts

November 18 - 19, 2022 - 25 Marcheshvan 5783 - Parshas Chayei Sarah/Mevorchim Hachodesh
Light Candles by 4:33 - Havdalah 5:34
The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored anonymously in honor of Simi Franco, Barbara Price and Josh Breitstein
and by Rita Umlas in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of her grandson, Sam Thompson.

Mazal Tov

• Mindy & Shmuel Tolchinsky on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson
Eliyahu, son of Batsheva & Motti Tolchinsky of Cleveland, OH. Mazal
Tov to Eliyahu’s siblings, to grandparents Rebbetzin Rivka (Winter) &
Rabbi Akiva Rothenberg, to great-grandparents Janet Rottenberg and
Yehuda Tolchinsky, and to all of the aunts, uncles, and cousins.
• Lynn & Aron Trombka on the birth of a granddaughter, Meirav Tova,
born to Elana & Yosie Friedman of Baltimore.

Shabbos Schedule

Minyan locations are B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall,
LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House
Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 4:33
• Mincha: 4:35 (B), 4:30 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H)
This Shabbos, every Minyan at the main YISE building will have an active
threat security briefing. YISE’s Security Committee will provide a brief tutorial
on the Shul's emergency protocol so you and your family will know what to
do, Chas VeShalom, in an active threat scenario at shul. The YISE Security
Committee is working to prepare additional training sessions for the Teen
Minyan and Youth Groups.
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 4:30 (B), 4:25 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends: 5:34
Divrei Torah/Shiurim:
• 8:45 Main Minyan
Rabbi Rosenbaum
• 9:15 Minyan
Rabbi Postelnek
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur
Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura
Rabbi Postelnek
• Shiur after Mincha
Rabbi Postelnek
Kiddush Sponsors:
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by the Hashkamah
Minyan Kiddush Group.
• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by Iris & Adam Bashein with gratitude
to Hashem on their Chai wedding anniversary, which is Rosh Chodesh
Kislev and on the secular calendar was November 14, and thank you to
the Kiddush volunteers, and by Rachelli & Craig Simon and Family in
honor of the Zechus of the Chosson Bereishis Aliyah on Simchas Torah.

Hachnasas Sefer Torah

Mrs. Feigy & Rabbi Tuvia Grauman invite the community to join in
finishing a new Sefer Torah, dedicated in memory of their parents,
Shmuel Zanvyl & Charna Rand and Yisroel Yehuda & Chana Leah Grauman.
The Hachnasas Sefer Torah will take place on Sunday, November 20, starting
at 10:00 AM at the YGW Beis Medrash and finishing with procession to
YISE, dancing with the Torah and a Seudas Hodaah brunch. In case of
inclement weather, the entire dedication will be at YISE. See flyer for details.

COVID-19 Updates

• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19
vaccine (16 years of age or older), but who chooses to not be
vaccinated may attend YISE Minyanim and events with the
following guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals must remain
masked at all times while in the Shul building, including at
Kiddushes and/or other events containing food. Masks may
not be removed to eat or drink. Exceptions will be made for
private functions being held at the Shul, but that are not Shul
sponsored events.
• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not
come to shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills,
muscle aches, sore throat, severe cough, headache, nausea or
vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion or runny nose, or new
loss of sense of taste or smell. If you have tested positive for
COVID, you should follow the CDC guidelines.
• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for
children under 16.
• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE
building.
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to
return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting
each other as we navigate this unfolding situation, may we
grow stronger as individuals and as a community.

YISE Youth Announcements

Teen Minyan - The Teen Minyan, led by Rabbi Moshe Holzer,
meets at 9:15 AM every Shabbos in The House next to the
Shul. Kiddush is served after Davening.
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, November 19, from 10:00 AM
until Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler
room off the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) in the
room behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years will meet at Shomrai
and walk to the Yeshiva. For more information, contact Debbie
Katz at dkatz@yise.org
Shabbos Group for 5th and 6th Grade Girls will gather in the
front yard of The House next to the Shul promptly at 10 am
and go inside together. See flyer for details.
Junior Congregation for boys in grades 4 - 6 with Jay Marcus
Meet in the Lower Lobby at 9:55 and walk to the Yeshiva at
10:00. See flyer for details.
Dor L'Dor - The Family Chevrusah-style Learning in a fun
environment! First session will take place this Motzei Shabbos,
November 19, 7:00 PM in the Social Hall. Please email
mshimoff@yise.org This week’s Dor L’Dor is sponsored by Debi
& Max Rudmann and Elyse & Haim Gabay on the occasion of
the 4th Yahrzeit of Natan Ben Zev Hacohen, 18th Marcheshvan
and in memory of Lisa Landy (Liba Hendel Bas Chayim), Z”L, a
beloved morah for many years at the YISE nursery, who passed
away on the 7th of Marcheshvan.

YISE Programs and Listings

Ruach Minyan this Shabbos, Friday, November 18, led by Dave Sloan! And, there will be a special storytelling program during part of Maariv
with Susan Koss! Mincha in the Belonofsky Sanctuary, followed by Kabbalos Shabbos and Maariv in the Social Hall. Bring your family and
invite your friends. It's going to be Gevaldic! For questions, contact Adam Bashein: 301-943-4370 or adambashein@gmail.com
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura on the Parsha, now learning the Kedushas Levi. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and
Holidays by learning the Kedushas Levi’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos morning. This week’s Shiur will be led by Rabbi Postelnek.
See flyer for details.
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Following the Hashkamah Minyan, learning Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. This week’s
Shiur will be led by Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman.
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a series on the laws of Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at the
home of David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at
rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos

Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for
this Past Week:

Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi
Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur and in memory of parents,
Avraham Ben Tzvi HaLevi & Ada Bas Menachem Aryeh, Z”L, and
Rabbi Hillel & Mrs. Myrna Klavan, Z”L.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Mussar Shiur
• Leah Paretzky in commemoration of the Yahrzeit of her mother,
Chaya Basya Bas Leib v'Chanah, Z”L.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur
• Rochelle Dimont in commemoration of the Yahrzeit of her mother-inlaw, Chana Bat Avraham Mordechai, Z”L, on the 21st of Marcheshvan.
• Norma Joseph and Family to commemorate the Yahrzeit of Louis
Joseph, Eliezer ben Avraham, Z”L.
• Debbie Rogal and Jay Rogal in memory of Barbara Rogal, Debbie’s
mother and Jay’s wife, on her Yahrzeit on 24 Marcheshvan.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur
• Debbie Rogal in memory of her mother, Barbara Rogal, on her
Yahrzeit on 24 Marcheshvan.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur
• Rochelle Dimont in memory of her father, HaRav Elazar Ben HaRav
Yechiel Shraga Feivish HaLevi, Z”L.
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur
• David Jaray in honor of Rabbi Grossman and all those who attend his Shiur.
8:45 Minyan Drasha
• Rochelle Dimont in memory of her father, HaRav Elazar Ben HaRav
Yechiel Shraga Feivish HaLevi, Z”L.

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur

During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all
come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different
remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis.
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to
commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a
great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while helping
YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not
available.

1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18
(per day):
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for
Women
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for
Men
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning
2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha
Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship
at $54 each.
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support.

YISE Programs and Listings (continued)

Monthly Shalosh Seudos - First Shabbos of each month. To sponsor,
contact Simi Franco at 301-593-4465, ext. 103, or office@yise.org
Volunteers are needed to set up and clean up. Contact Ethan Cohen at
ecohen@yise.org to be part of the rotation.
YISE Youth Shabbos Morning Groups Coordinator Needed - You can
make a real difference in our community and meet wonderful people at the
same time. Position requires 2 hours on Shabbos morning plus planning
time during the week. Generous salary. For more information, contact
Debbie Katz at dkatz@yise.org or Esti Thurman at estithurman@gmail.com

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!

• Bobbi & Jules Meisler wish a Happy 26th Anniversary to
Naomi & Jan Meisler.
• Bobbi & Jules Meisler wish a Happy Chai Anniversary to
Iris & Adam Bashein.

Weekday Shiurim

Options for in-person and remote learning are listed below. For
the latest list and times, go to:
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed
by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday through Friday,
9:30 AM, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed
by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:30
PM, Zoom A, will not take place on Tuesday, November 22 or
on Thursday, November 24.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual
self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A, will not take
place on Sunday, November 20.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM,
now learning Mishlei, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning
Sefer Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.
• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - Sunday
mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM, will not take place on
Sunday, November 20.
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur,
Sundays at 10:00 AM, Zoom C, will not take place on Sunday,
November 20.
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai)
- 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact Rabbi Hillel
Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.
• For Men:
• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page
Gemara.
• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading
Responsa - Zoom E.
• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei
Hatorah Gemara Skills Building - Zoom F.
• For Women:
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter – Parsha Journeys Zoom D.
• SCP (Semichas Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM at
YISE. Join the fastest growing Halacha learning program in
the world! Register online at
https://thegreaterwashingtoncommunitykollel.com/scp
See flyer for details.
• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin,
Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco
Beit Midrash.
• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social Hall, 9:00
PM - 10:00 PM For more information, contact Rabbi Levy
240-423-8810.
• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s
Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 9:00 AM, studying
Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B.
• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women,
Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the Torah
from a Deeper Perspective”, in-person in the Small Beis
Medrash and on Zoom G.
• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men,
learning Maseches Bava Metzia, Daf 3a. Wednesday evenings
at 8:00 PM on Zoom H.
Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the
meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 or 929-205-6099 and enter the
meeting ID & password:
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, passcode Winter (phone 667362)
Zoom E: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn
Zoom F: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn
Zoom G: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079
Zoom H: ID: 849 3898 4989, passcode 161699

YISE Programs and Listings (continued)

Bug Checking Seminar - Hands-on presentation with Rabbi Sholom Tendler of the Star-K has been postponed to Sunday, December 11. For
more info, please contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com See flyer for details.
Online YISE Cholim List - Go to https://wp.yise.org/cholim to add a name to the list. The list is used at the 8:45 Minyan on Monday, Thursday,
and Shabbos. For questions about Mi Sheberach guidelines, contact Rabbi Rosenbaum. For other questions, contact Seth Katz at sethkatz@yise.org
Kiddush Volunteers Needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know
when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181.
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, provides assistance to families undergoing medical crises. For
information, please contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at https://audio.yise.org

Community Programs & Listings

Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209.
Siyum in Memory of Lisa Landy – Go to http://hadranalach.com/2514 to join a Siyum Mishnayos planned for the first Yahrzeit of Lisa Landy,
Liba Hendel Bas Chayim.
The Capital Closet will be open to this community this Sunday, November 20, from 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM. Come peruse our beautiful, curated selection of
clothing for women, men, and children, as well as Torah School uniforms! We are at 1910 University Blvd, West in Silver Spring, in the brick house at the
back of the parking lot. There is no charge for items in The Capital Closet, but donations to Yad Yehuda are always appreciated. We are unable to accept
clothing donations at this time with the exception of Torah School uniforms in pristine condition, or new coats. For more info. contact ncarmel@yadyehuda.org
The Halachic Controversy of Sherry Cask Scotch – Join Kollel Zichron Amaram for the Federal Holiday Learning Program on on
Thanksgiving Day, November 24, at the YGW Boys’ Campus and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 892 627 5529, Passcode: 1216613. 7:45 AM Davening,
9:00 AM breakfast, 9:30 AM learning, 10:40 AM - 11:20 AM Shiur with Rabbi Tzvi Rosen, Kashrus administrator at Star-K. For more
information, contact Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate at mblate@yeshiva.edu or 240-858-2041.
Bring Some Warmth To Your Friends & Neighbors in Need - Donate warm food items to the Capital Kosher Food Pantry’s Cold Weather
Food Drive. We need your help to stock up on soups, hot beverages, hot breakfast cereals and more for the coming cold months. All food
donations should be shelf-stable, factory sealed, well within the use-by date, and be marked with Star-K, OU, CRC, OK or Kof-K certification.
For complete details, please visit: https://www.capitalkosherpantry.org/cold-weather-food-drive
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, November 30, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM, in person in the YISE Small Social Hall. See what Toastmasters is all about
and find out how you can become a more confident communicator. Contact Manaasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info.
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash.
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM.
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392.
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). «out 2.5 Daf covered each week.
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org The class will resume on Wednesday, November 30.
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments,
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info.
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM.
Shabbos in-person, 7:30 AM in the YISE Social Hall.
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.”
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com

The Week Ahead
Shacharis
Mincha /
Maariv

Sunday
November 20
Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45

Monday
November21
6:15, 6:45, 8:45

Tuesday
November 22
6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Wednesday
Thursday, Nov. 24
Friday, Nov. 25
November 23 Rosh Chodesh/Thanksgiving Rosh Chodesh
6:15, 6:55, 8:45
6:30, 7:30, 8:45
6:15, 6:35, 8:45

Sephardi (LBM)

7:30

7:30

7:30

7:30

7:30

7:30

Ashkenazi (B)

4:35

4:35 / 7:30

4:35 / 7:30

4:35 / 7:30

4:35

Sephardi (LBM)

4:30

4:30

4:30

4:30

4:30

See Shabbos
schedule

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:39 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:07 AM, Latest Netz: 7:04 AM,
Latest Krias Shema: 9:25 AM, Earliest Mincha: 12:26 PM, Earliest Shkia: 4:47 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 5:34 PM

Next Shabbos
November 25 - 26, 2022 - 2 Kislev 5783
Parshas Toldos

Friday Night:

• Light Candles by 4:30
• Mincha: 4:30 (B), 4:25 (Sephardi, LBM)

Shabbos Day:

• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 4:25 (B), 4:20 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 5:31

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, November 23 at 12 Noon
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org
Office Phone: 301-593-4465 Office Fax: 301-593-2330
Eruv line: 301-593-5561 Email: office@yise.org
Website: www.yise.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM,
Thursday: Closed, Friday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Yale Ginsburg - President
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi
Simi Franco - Office Manager

To All 5th & 6th
Grade Girls....

EXCITING NEW SHABBOS GROUP

Every Shabbos Morning
In The YISE House (next to Shul)

10:00-11:15
Starting September 10th

Shabbat Shalom

Likutei Divrei Torah
Gleanings of Divrei Torah on Parashat Hashavuah
via the Internet
Volume 29, Issue 5

Shabbat Parashat Chayei Sarah

Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l
Beginning the Journey - A while back, a British
newspaper, The Times, interviewed a prominent
member of the Jewish community and a member of
the House of Lords – let’s call him Lord X – on his
92nd birthday. The interviewer said, “Most people,
when they reach their 92nd birthday, start thinking
about slowing down. You seem to be speeding up.
Why is that?”
Lord X’s reply was this: “When you get to 92, you
start seeing the door begin to close, and I have so
much to do before the door closes that the older I
get, the harder I have to work.”
We get a similar impression of Abraham in this
week’s parsha. Sarah, his constant companion
throughout their journeys, has died. He is 137 years
old. We see him mourn Sarah’s death, and then he
moves into action. He engages in an elaborate
negotiation to buy a plot of land in which to bury
her. As the narrative makes clear, this is not a simple
task. He confesses to the local people, Hittites, that
he is “an immigrant and a resident among you”,
meaning that he knows he has no right to buy land. It
will take a special concession on their part for him to
do so. The Hittites politely but firmly try to
discourage him. He has no need to buy a burial plot:
“No one among us will deny you his burial site to
bury your dead.” He can bury Sarah in someone
else’s graveyard. Equally politely but no less
insistently, Abraham makes it clear that he is
determined to buy land. In the end, he pays a highly
inflated price (400 silver shekels) to do so.
The purchase of the Cave of Machpelah is evidently
a highly significant event, because it is recorded in
great detail and highly legal terminology, not just
here, but three times subsequently in Genesis, each
time with the same formality. Here, for instance, is
Jacob on his deathbed, speaking to his sons:
“Bury me with my fathers in the cave in the field
of Ephron the Hittite, the cave in the field of
Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which Abraham
bought along with the field as a burial place from
Ephron the Hittite. There Abraham and his wife
Sarah were buried, there Isaac and his wife Rebecca
were buried, and there I buried Leah. The field and
the cave in it were bought from the Hittites.”
Something significant is being hinted at here,
otherwise why specify, each time, exactly where the
field is and who Abraham bought it from?
Immediately after the story of land purchase, we
read, “Abraham was old, well advanced in years, and
God had blessed Abraham with everything.” Again
this sounds like the end of a life, not a preface to a
new course of action, and again our expectation is
confounded. Abraham launches into a new initiative,
this time to find a suitable wife for his son Isaac,
who at this point is at least 37 years old. Abraham
instructs his most trusted servant to go “to my native
land, to my birthplace”, to find the appropriate
woman. He wants Isaac to have a wife who will
share his faith and way of life. Abraham does not
stipulate that she should come from his own family,
but this seems to be an assumption hovering in the
background.
As with the purchase of the field, this course of
events is described in more detail than almost
anywhere else in the Torah. Every conversational
exchange is recorded. The contrast with the story of
the Binding of Isaac could not be greater. There,
almost everything – Abraham’s thoughts, Isaac’s

feelings – is left unsaid. Here, everything is said.
Again, the literary style calls our attention to the
significance of what is happening, without telling us
precisely what it is.
The explanation is simple and unexpected.
Throughout the story of Abraham and Sarah, God
promises them two things: children and a land. The
promise of the land (“Rise, walk in the land
throughout its length and breadth, for I will give it to
you,”) is repeated no less than seven times. The
promise of children occurs four times. Abraham’s
descendants will be “a great nation”, as many as “the
dust of the earth”, and “the stars in the sky”; he will
be the father not of one nation but of many.
Despite this, when Sarah dies, Abraham has not a
single inch of land that he can call his own, and he
has only one child who will continue the covenant,
Isaac, who is currently unmarried. Neither promise
has been fulfilled. Hence the extraordinary detail of
the two main stories in Chayei Sarah: the purchase
of land and the finding of a wife for Isaac. There is a
moral here, and the Torah slows down the speed of
the narrative as it speeds up the action, so that we
will not miss the point.
God promises, but we have to act. God promised
Abraham the land, but he had to buy the first field.
God promised Abraham many descendants, but
Abraham had to ensure that his son was married, and
to a woman who would share the life of the
covenant, so that Abraham would have, as we say
today, “Jewish grandchildren.”
Despite all the promises, God does not and will not
do it alone. By the very act of self-limitation
(tzimtzum) through which He creates the space for
human freedom, God gives us responsibility, and
only by exercising it do we reach our full stature as
human beings. God saved Noah from the Flood, but
Noah had to make the Ark. He gave the land of Israel
to the people of Israel, but they had to fight the
battles. God gives us the strength to act, but we have
to do the deed. What changes the world, what fulfils
our destiny, is not what God does for us but what we
do for God.
That is what leaders understand, and it is what made
Abraham the first Jewish leader. Leaders take
responsibility for creating the conditions through
which God’s purposes can be fulfilled. They are not
passive but active – even in old age, like Abraham in
this week’s parsha. Indeed in the chapter
immediately following the story of finding a wife for
Isaac, to our surprise, we read that Abraham
remarries and has eight more children. Whatever else
this tells us – and there are many interpretations (the
most likely being that it explains how Abraham
became “the father of many nations”) – it certainly
conveys the point that Abraham stayed young the
way Moses stayed young, “His eyes were undimmed
and his natural energy unabated”. Though action
takes energy, it gives us energy. The contrast
between Noah in old age and Abraham in old age
could not be greater.
Perhaps, though, the most important point of this
parsha is that large promises – a land, countless
children – become real through small beginnings.
Leaders begin with an envisioned future, but they
also know that there is a long journey between here
and there; we can only reach it one act at a time, one
day at a time. There is no miraculous shortcut – and
if there were, it would not help. The use of a shortcut
would culminate in an achievement like Jonah’s
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gourd, which grew overnight, then died overnight.
Abraham acquired only a single field and had just
one son who would continue the covenant. Yet he
did not complain, and he died serene and satisfied.
Because he had begun. Because he had left future
generations something on which to build. All great
change is the work of more than one generation, and
none of us will live to see the full fruit of our
endeavours.
Leaders see the destination, begin the journey, and
leave behind them those who will continue it. That is
enough to endow a life with immortality.
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
“And Abraham said unto his servant, the elder of his
house, that ruled over all that he had: ‘Put, I pray
thee, thy hand under my thigh… You shall go unto
my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife for
my son, even for Isaac.’” The portion of Chayei
Sarah comprises two chapters of the Book of
Genesis: Chapter 23 deals with the death and burial
of the matriarch Sarah, and Chapter 24 deals with the
selection of a suitable wife for her son, Isaac.
The connection between these two themes is clear:
With the loss of his beloved life partner, a bereft
Abraham understands the awesome responsibility
that lies before him to find a suitable mate for his
heir to the covenant, Isaac. For this formidable and
momentous task he chooses “his trusted servant, the
wise elder of his household, who controlled all that
was his,” Eliezer.
Eliezer demonstrates great skill in understanding
what is required for the wife of Isaac. He
understands that she must be a member of the
Abrahamic family (Rebekah is indeed the
granddaughter of Abraham’s brother, Nahor), and
must not dwell among the evil and accursed
Canaanites. He further understands that the young
woman must be willing to live with Isaac in
Abraham’s domain rather than removing Isaac to the
home of her family; Rebekah must come under the
influence of Abraham. Most of all, he understands
Isaac’s bride must have the character of Abrahamic
hospitality, to the extent that she will not only draw
water from the well for him, the messenger, but will
also draw water for his camels. And of course, he
must arrange for the young woman to make the
journey to Isaac and live her life in the Land of Israel
and under the tent of Abraham.
Eliezer arranges a match that will determine the
destiny of God’s covenantal nation with wisdom, tact
and sensitivity.
The Bible states that Eliezer set out for his mission
“with all the bounty [goodness] of his master in his
hand”. Rashi takes this to mean that Abraham gave
Eliezer a blank check; he would pay any price for the
right wife for Isaac. Rabbi Moshe Besdin gives the
verse a very different thrust: All the bounty and
goodness that had been expressed by Abraham was
now placed in the hands of his most trusted servant
because the future of Abraham was dependent upon
Isaac, his heir apparent, and the future of Isaac
depended on his future wife.
Strangely, throughout this lengthy biblical tale,
Eliezer’s name is not mentioned.
To sponsor an issue of Likutei Divrei Torah:
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He is referred to as “eved” (the servant) 10 times
and as “ish” (the personage) seven times, but never
once by his name.
Wouldn’t such an important individual, entrusted
with such a significant mission, deserve to have his
name in lights for everyone to see and remember? I
believe that is exactly the point of the biblical record.
Eliezer the individual has been completely
overwhelmed by the immensity of this task: He is
the servant of Abraham, committed to performing an
act that will determine the continuity of the
Abrahamic vision. A midrash even suggests that
Eliezer had a daughter of marriageable age, whom
he had expected to wed to Isaac, allowing his
grandchildren to inherit the Abrahamic dream and
wealth. But Eliezer forgets any of his personal
ambitions or goals; he is the consummate servant of
Abraham, using all of his wisdom and ingenuity to
carry out his master’s will.
In this he is like Moses, who utilizes all of his
spiritual and intellectual prowess in the service of his
Master, the Lord, God of Universe.
Just as Moses was both an eved and an ish at the
same time – with his individual personality
dedicated to God’s will – so Eliezer was an ish and
an eved simultaneously.
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Hersh Weinreb
Mourning Sarah - Grief is the most powerful and
most painful of human emotions. Yet, it is an
emotion which few human beings can avoid in their
lifetime. We all face loss, and we all grieve.
Interestingly, the first death of which we read in
detail in the Bible is a murder. And the reaction of
the murderer is one of denial and, ultimately, guilt. I
speak, of course, of Cain's slaying of Abel. We do
not read of Cain's grief, nor do we know at all of the
reaction of Abel's parents, Adam and Eve, to his
death.
In this week's Torah portion, for the first time, we
learn in detail of the reaction of a surviving relative
to the death of a loved one. I speak, of course, of
Abraham and his response to the death of his wife,
Sarah.
Much has been written about the psychology of the
emotion of grief. It is a complex emotion and is a
very long, sometimes life-long, process.
It seems that there are at least two components to
normal grief. There is an emotional component,
consisting of feelings of great sadness and pervasive
melancholy. There is also an intellectual component,
as the mourner seeks to make some sense of his or
her loss and to find purpose and meaning in the
death of the loved one, to thus be able to move on in
life.
So it is not surprising that when Abraham learned of
Sarah's death, and he apparently was not in the
vicinity of where she died, he came rushing to make
the arrangements for her burial.
We read that he “came to eulogize Sarah and to cry
for her”. Note the two components of his response.
Crying, expressing feelings of loss through sobs and
tears, bechi, was one component. The other
component was much more cerebral and consisted of
a well thought-out and carefully composed eulogy.
Abraham honored Sarah with his heart, his feelings,
but also with his head, with his mind and intellect.
Both aspects of this dual response are necessary.
Over the first, the emotional aspect, we have little
control. Feelings burst forth even when we try to
suppress them.
But the second aspect, the reasoned and verbally
expressed eulogy, is one over which we have great
control. We can plan intentionally what we will say
and what we won't say in a eulogy, a hesped.
There is a beautiful eulogy in the writings of the
18th century sage, Rabbi Ezekiel Landau, author of
the halachic work, Nodah B'Yehuda. In that eulogy,
Rabbi Landau speaks about his wife, Leeba, and

compares her to the matriarch Sarah.
He notes that in our text, Abraham cries “for her”,
the pronoun “her” being used instead of the proper
name. However, he “eulogizes Sarah”. No pronoun
here, but her personal name — the name by which
she was known to him and to all of her
acquaintances.
Rabbi Landau insists that Abraham was setting an
example for all eulogies to follow, for all time and
eternity. A eulogy must be specific and speak in
detail about the particular and unique qualities of the
deceased. One should not just eulogize “her”, one
must eulogize “Sarah”. Those listening to the eulogy
must come away with a better sense of who the
deceased was, with some details about what made
the deceased special.
Too often at funerals, we hear clergymen make very
impersonal remarks about death and eternity, and
they do not leave us with even an impression of the
biographical details and significance of the life that
was just lost.
Abraham set the tone for a proper eulogy. He
eulogized the Sarah that he knew. Not some abstract
description which could fit any woman, but an
exquisitely detailed portrait of the real Sarah, from
the perspective of one who shared his life with her.
There is so much that careful students of Torah have
learned from the lives of Abraham and Sarah. One
lesson that I personally cherish is the lesson of
Abraham's eulogy for his life's companion. The
actual words of this eulogy are not recorded, but the
message is clear. It was not an anonymous “her” that
he mourned, but a real, flesh and blood, deeply
beloved life-long spouse, Sarah.
Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel
Encyclopedia of Jewish Values [Excerpt]
In Judaism, Acting Morally and Helping Others
is The Highest Value: Judaism places caring about
others and acting benevolently towards other people
as the absolute highest priority of the religion. From
Scripture to the Talmud to the Midrash and beyond,
the value of behaving ethically towards other human
beings describes the essence of being Jewish. For
example, when declaring which one principle
epitomizes Judaism, Rabbi Akiva states it is the
verse, known to many: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” He mentions nothing about
God, beliefs, or man-to-God Mitzvot in describing
the essence of Judaism. In a similar vein, Hillel
stated essentially the same thing as Rabbi Akiva,
except he couched the idea in a more negative but
practical manner: Do not do to your neighbor what
you would not want to have done to you. He
continues and says that all the rest of Judaism is only
commentary upon this one essential principle, and
that the convert should now go learn all of the Torah.
The Torah itself also emphasizes this concept. It
tells us not merely to attain it, but to run after and
pursue righteousness (sometimes mistranslated as
"justice"). This is commonly understood to signify
that each Jew should ensure that he or she should do
the right thing in every situation, i.e., specifically
between man and man. The Torah emphasizes the
importance of this notion in the verse in two diverse
ways: it repeats the word "righteousness" twice, and
it also tells us to run after this concept. In no other
place in the Torah (and in only one instance in the
Psalms, about pursuing peace) does God use the
term "run after it." Jews are not commanded to run
after keeping Kosher or run after eating Matzah on
Passover. Only with regard to treating others in the
right manner must one actively pursue this goal. The
prophet Micah also informs us exactly what God
wants from each Jew: to do justice and kindness as
one walks modestly with God. According to the
commentaries, this refers only to those
commandments that pertain to our goodness and
how well we treat our fellow man.

Likutei Divrei Torah
When Goodness Conflicts with other Jewish
Actions, Which wins out? There are many
important values in any system of law, every society
and in every religion. It is when these values come
into conflict with each other, in any society or
system, that we can determine which are indeed the
most important. This entire Parsha series deals with
extremely important Jewish values that every Jew
should highly respect, such as Torah study, fulfilling
commandments, etc. What happens when Jews have
to choose between being a good person and other
positive Jewish values? Which values are the most
important in the hierarchy of Jewish actions and
Jewish thought?
Even when in conflict with other important values
in Judaism, being good and helping other people
seems to "win out." The most profound example of
this idea occurs in the Torah. Abraham is ill
following his circumcision at age 99, but, despite his
weakness, he longs for strangers to visit him so that
he can help them because that is his nature. God
sends three angels disguised as people, while at the
same time God Himself visits Abraham, teaching the
world the importance of visiting the sick. In most
religions, this “together time” alone with God would
be considered the highest ideal possible. Yet, when
the strangers arrive, Abraham asks God to wait for
him, while he (Abraham) takes care of these guests!
Abraham felt that helping strangers was more
important than togetherness with God! And Abraham
is praised for this act, as he teaches the principle that
inviting guests is indeed more important that being
with God, according to the Midrash. This concept -that inviting strangers is even more important than a
private audience with the Almighty -- is not only a
Midrashic suggestion but is brought down as part of
normative Jewish law, both in the Sephardic and
Ashkenazic traditions.
Another apparent "conflict" between two
fundamental issues occurs in the two stories
described in the Torah portion of Noach. The first
involves the sinning of the people as they committed
unspeakable sins between themselves, resulting in
the Flood and the destruction of the world. The
second, at the end of the Torah reading, describes a
generation that rebelled against God and challenged
Him for superiority in the world. Their punishment
was the sudden emergence of seventy languages,
which confused everyone and stifled the project.
Rashi cites both stories and both punishments and
asks: it seems that the generation of the Tower of
Babel committed the far more egregious sin of
challenging God (rather than the man-to-man sins
culminating in stealing by the generation of the
Flood). Why, then, was the generation of the Flood
destroyed, while the Babel generation was merely
"slapped on the wrist" and allowed to live? Rashi
answers that even though their sin was far worse, the
Babel generation demonstrated unity and caring for
each other as they challenged God. The generation
of the Flood always fought with each other, and
there is no hope to build a society once that occurs.
While it is true that the Babel generation sinned and
was misguided, a society that can unite has the hope
of building for the future and correcting its mistakes.
There is another instance, described by the
prophet, when a man wishes to act piously and
adopts a fast to demonstrate that piety. If, however,
he ignores the needs of the poor, God says that he
prefers that the person not fast but instead he should
feed the hungry and give clothing to whoever needs
clothes. Similarly, God tells the person who thinks
he can "fix" bad ethical behavior with ritual acts and
prayer that he is mistaken. The Midrash says that
God would rather see people helping other people
than receive all the sacrifices that were brought to
the First Temple by King Solomon.
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This week’s Parashah opens with Avraham’s purchase of
the Me’arat Ha’machpelah from Efron the Hittite. The Gemara
(Bava Metzia 87a) contrasts Avraham and Efron. The latter said
(at the beginning of last week’s Parashah), “I will fetch a morsel
of bread,” but he actually served his guests cream and milk and
a tender calf. In short, Avraham embodied the statement:
“Tzaddikim say little and do a lot.” In contrast, Efron offered to
give Avraham the Me’arat Ha’machpelah for free but, in the
end, he demanded 400 of the highest quality silver coins. Thus,
Efron embodied: “Resha’im say a lot and do little.”
R’ Uri Weisblum shlita (Mashgiach Ruchani of Yeshivat
Nachalat Ha’levi’im in Haifa, Israel) writes: When our Sages
praise the righteous for saying little and doing a lot, the
emphasis is not on the fact that they keep their word and do
even more than they promised. Rather, it is on the fact that
they speak only when and to the extent necessary. Speech,
explains R’ Weisblum, is the defining characteristic of a human
being and is how the soul interacts with the physical world (see
Onkelos to Bereishit 2:7). Accordingly, speech should be used
with care--not like the wicked who enjoy hearing the sound of
their own voices or who, like Efron, use speech solely to bring
honor to themselves.
R’ Weisblum elaborates: The Torah describes Efron’s offer
to give Avraham the Me’arat Ha’machpelah as follows (23:10),
“Efron the Hittite responded to Avraham in the hearing of the
children of Chet, for all who come to the gate of his city,
saying . . .” Efron’s offer was not sincere; he was speaking for
public consumption. – Continued in box inside –

Rabbeinu Bachya ben Asher z”l (Spain; 1255-1340) writes: The Mitzvah
of Shabbat reminds us that the world was created from nothing, and that
everything was made in six days and Hashem ceased to create on the
seventh day. Perhaps this is what the Torah means when it says (Shmot
31:17), “Between Me and Bnei Yisrael it is a sign Le’olam (literally, ‘for the
world’)”--i.e., a sign that the world was created [rather than having existed
forever]. The verse elaborates, “In a six-day period Hashem made heaven
and earth . . .”
R’ Bachya continues: Because Shabbat is a testament to Hashem’s
creation of the world, we are commanded to remember it every day. We do
this by referring to the days of the week as: “The first day,” “the second
day,” etc., not giving each day its own name, as other nations do. This is the
meaning of the verse (Shmot 20:8), “Remember the Shabbat day to sanctify
it”--i.e., we sanctify it by remembering it every day.
R’ Bachya writes further: We read (Yeshayah 58:13), “If you proclaim
the Shabbat an ‘Oneg’ / ‘delight’ . . .” We are commanded to enjoy Shabbat
with food and drink more so than on other days, because, in this way, we
highlight Shabbat’s uniqueness and elevate it above all other days. Doing
so will remind us about Creation and leads us to give thanks to Hashem for
creating the world from nothing. Then, both our bodies and our souls will
have Oneg Shabbat: our bodies, from the food, and our souls, from
remembering Hashem’s deeds and wonders. In addition, R’ Bachya adds,
our souls will have Oneg in the World-to-Come as the true reward for
proper observance of Shabbat. (Kad Ha’kemach)
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“It was, when the camels had finished drinking, the man took a
golden nose ring, its weight was a Beka, and two bracelets on her
arms, ten gold shekels was their weight.” (24:22)
Why did Eliezer wait until the camels had finished drinking before
giving Rivka these gifts? R’ Shimshon Dovid Pincus z”l (1944-2001; rabbi
of Ofakim, Israel) answers: Eliezer waited to see whether, after performing
an incredible act of kindness, Rivka would wait for payment, or at least a
compliment. But she did not; she turned around to leave as if she had done
nothing remarkable. Then Eliezer knew that she was truly remarkable, so
he gave her the gifts.
(Tiferet Shimshon)
– Continued from front page –
In contrast, a righteous person’s care with speech is illustrated later
in our Parashah, where we read regarding Rivka (24:18-19), “She said,
‘Drink, my lord,’ and quickly she lowered her jug to her hand and gave
him to drink. When she finished giving him to drink, she said, ‘I will draw
water even for your camels until they have finished drinking’.” When
Eliezer retells the chain of events, he misquotes Rivka as saying (24:46),
“Drink, and I will even water your camels.” R’ Weisblum explains: Rivka
did not mention watering the camels until Eliezer and his men had
finished drinking, for there was no purpose in offering that additional
kindness when she was busy with the first kindness and unavailable to
perform the second one. Eliezer missed that subtlety, however, and
merged Rivka’s two statements into one.
Later still in the Parashah, we again see how the wicked speak. We
read (24:50-51), “Then Lavan and Betuel answered and said, ‘The matter
stemmed from Hashem! We can say to you neither bad nor good. Here,
Rivka is before you; take her and go, and let her be a wife to your
master's son as Hashem has spoken’.” Despite that very clear recognition
of Hashem’s Will, Rivka’s family did an about-face the very next morning
(24:55), “Let the maiden remain with us a year or ten [months]; then she
will go.” Such is the way of the wicked.
(He’arat Ha’derech p.315)
Shlomo Ha’melech teaches (Mishlei 17:27), “One who is sparing with
his words knows knowledge, and a man of understanding speaks
sparingly.” R’ Yehuda Loewe z”l (Maharal of Prague; died 1609) writes:
Shlomo Ha’melech is not saying that a person should never speak.
Rather, he is saying that silence is preferable when there is no need to
talk. Nevertheless, Maharal adds, our Sages agree that total silence is
undesirable, for man is meant to be a social creature. It is excessive
speech that is not only undesirable, but Halachically prohibited.
(Netiv Ha’shetikah ch.1)
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“Sarah died . . .” (23:2)
The Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 18b) states: “The death of the righteous
is on par with the burning of the Bet Hamikdash.”
R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z”l (1910-1995; leading Halachic authority
and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Kol Torah in Yerushalayim) said in a eulogy:
We have been mourning for the Bet Hamikdash for 2,000 years, whereas
the mourning period for a person--even a Tzaddik--is limited to 12 months.
Perhaps we mourn less for a Tzaddik because of the Torah’s promise
(Devarim 31:21), “[The Torah] shall not be forgotten from the mouth of
[Yisrael’s] offspring.” Moreover, our Sages comment on the verse (Kohelet
1:5), “The sun rises and the sun sets,” that a Tzaddik does not pass away
until his replacement is born. Thus, the Jewish People are never
“orphaned.” At the same time, R’ Auerbach said, we see how crucial Torah
is to the Jewish People: We have lived 2,000 years with no Bet Hamikdash,
but Hashem has promised that we will never be without Torah scholars and
righteous people, for we cannot live even a day without them.
(Halichot Shlomo: Tishrei-Adar p.40 fn.3)
“My lord, heed me! Land worth four hundred silver Shekels;
between me and you -- what is it? Bury your dead.” (23:15)
Our Sages say that Efron demanded an exorbitant price for the Me’arat
Ha’machpelah. R’ Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky z”l (1899-1985; known as the
Steipler Gaon) writes: We read about Yaakov Avinu (Bereishit 33:19), “He
bought the parcel of land upon which he pitched his tent from the children
of Chamor, Shechem’s father, for one hundred Kesitah.” One hundred
Kesitah equals five Shekalim. Since the Torah uses the word “field” both in
our Parashah and in Yaakov’s case without defining the size of the field, we
can presume that they were of approximately equal size. Nevertheless,
Efron demanded 400 Shekel for his field--eighty times more than Yaakov
would later pay for a field.
(Birkat Peretz)
“Now the maiden was very fair to look upon . . . She descended to
the spring, filled her jug and ascended. The slave [Eliezer] ran
towards her . . .” (24:16-17)
R’ Avigdor Tzarfati z”l (France; 13th century) writes: Eliezer made up
his mind about the Rivka immediately. From here we learn that it is
sufficient when evaluating a Shidduch / match to know that the girl is
healthy [Rivka filled the jug and carried it up from the well] and has good
Middot. It does not matter if her family is not particularly fine, as Rivka’s
was not; provided, of course, that the family is not one with which a match
is prohibited or discouraged by Halachah.
(Peirushim U’pesakim Le’rabbeinu Avigdor Tzarfati)
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LIKUD CANCELS PLANNED COALITION TALKS WITH RIGHT-WING
PARTNERS (Arutz-7 11/16/22)
The Likud cancelled meetings planned with its right-wing partners
Wednesday, following a contentious meeting between Likud chief Benjamin
Netanyahu and Religious Zionist Party chairman Bezalel Smotrich.
On Wednesday morning, the Likud announced that it nixed meetings planned
with negotiating teams from the Religious Zionist Party and United Torah
Judaism, as part of the ongoing efforts to form a new coalition government.
The announcement came after Netanyahu met with Smotrich Tuesday
evening in a bid to iron out differences over the allocation of key ministerial
portfolios – chief among them the defense and finance ministries.
Smotrich has demanded the defense ministry portfolio, but Netanyahu is
under heavy pressure not to appoint the Religious Zionist Party leader to the
position.
Netanyahu has also thus far refused to give Smotrich the finance ministry
portfolio, Smotrich’s second choice, due to Shas chairman Aryeh Deri’s
demand for the ministry.
According to Amit Segal of Channel 12, the no progress was made in the
meeting between Netanyahu and Smotrich.
Netanyahu reportedly told Smotrich that due to the security situation, there is
a need to act with moderation on diplomatic and security issues, at least until
the end of President Joe Biden's time in office.

The faction said in a statement that while it has "a lot of respect and
appreciation for our ally the United States, the Biden administration should
also respect Israeli democracy and not interfere in the establishment of an
elected government."
Earlier, Tom Nides told the Jewish Insider, "I'm not going to speculate over
who will be in the government or what our reaction will be when it happens,
but what I do care about are those ministries that we have a very close,
interlocking relationship with, in particular, the Defense Ministry."
Smotrich has asked for either the Finance Ministry, which Shas leader Aryeh
Deri requested or the Defense Ministry, which Netanyahu reportedly said he
cannot have due to his lack of experience and because of objections from
the Biden administration.
The matter led to an impasse in coalition negotiations, and on Wednesday,
Netanyahu attempted to assuage concerns over the matter, asking his
supporters for "a little patience."
"With God's help we'll establish a right-wing government," he said following a
meeting in Jerusalem with Deri.

ISRAELI PRESIDENT BLAMES ARAB LAWMAKERS FOR FAR-RIGHT
GAINS: ‘MAYBE IT’S BACKLASH’ (Ha’aretz 11/11/22)
President Isaac Herzog announced on Friday that he was tasking Likud
leader Benjamin Netanyahu with forming Israel’s next government.
The announcement came after the president finished consultations with party
BEN-GVIR TO DEMAND DEATH PENALTY FOR TERRORISTS IN leaders earlier Friday in which they told him whom they backed as candidate
COALITION NEGOTIATION (YNet 11/14/22)
for prime minister.
Far-right lawmaker Itamar Ben Gvir will on Monday make a demand for a In Herzog’s meeting with Hadash-Ta’al, the Arab party did not recommend
legislation to allow death penalty for terrorists in his negotiations to join any candidate, and Hadash lawmaker Aida Touma-Sliman told the president
Benjamin Netanyahu's emerging coalition.
that her party was concerned that the governing coalition that is taking shape
Such a law had been discussed in previous administrations, but was ruled
out by members of the coalition at the time, although supported by some Israel Report is a Student Publication of
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Authority and are ultimately released in a prisoner exchange."
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racist or nationalistic motivation, will be put to death by law."
'RESPECT OUR DEMOCRACY': SMOTRICH SLAMS US OVER IMPLIED
WARNING ON DEFENSE PORTFOLIO (Israel Hayom 11/17/22)
The Religious Zionist Party expressed criticism Wednesday after US
ambassador to Israel Tom Nides implicitly warned Prime Minister-elect
Benjamin Netanyahu against appointing Bezalel Smotrich as the next
defense minister.
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We encourage our readers to subscribe to our sources on the internet. For more information or to
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will include “people who were previously convicted of supporting terrorism”
and Itamar Ben-Gvir, “who just yesterday was present at the memorial for
Kahane.”
Touma-Sliman said the prospective makeup of the new government was
“keeping us awake at night.” Herzog said in response that “at the height of
the election campaign, you showed support for terrorists. That’s something
that’s unacceptable to the Israeli public. Maybe that caused the backlash.”
Touma-Sliman responded: “I think placing the responsibility of the election
results on me, when unfortunately the Jewish public voted as it did this time, I
don’t think I went too far.”
Herzog responded: “Each side has to look in the mirror for a moment,
ultimately as citizens of the State of Israel … You can’t just blame it on one
side of the equation.” He later said that “[a]nything that shows evident
support for terrorists’ acts, that’s not acceptable, this must be internalized. …
Ultimately, murder is murder, terror is terror.”
HERZOG FORMALLY TASKS NETANYAHU WITH FORMING
GOVERNMENT (Ynet 11/13/22)
President Isaac Herzog on Sunday formally designated Benjamin Netanyahu
to form a government, a victory for the former veteran prime minister who
had vowed to return to power.
After a period of unprecedented political gridlock that forced five elections in
less than four years, polls on November 1 gave Netanyahu and his far-right
allies a clear majority in the 120-seat parliament. Herzog formally tasked after
64 lawmakers recommended Netanyahu be tapped for the job.
The result has all but sealed Netanyahu's comeback, paving the way for him
to form a government that could be the most right-wing in the country's
history.
The veteran right-winger, who is on trial over corruption allegations that he
denies, will have at least 28 days to build a coalition with his allies - two ultraOrthodox Jewish parties a rising extreme-right alliance called Religious
Zionism.
The 73-year-old Netanyahu delivered a speech following Herzog's
announcement. "There are many who welcome the election results, but some
predict it to herald the end of democracy. This is not the first time such things
have been said. It was not true then, and it is not true today," Netanyahu
said.
Referring to Netanyahu's ongoing criminal trial, Herzog said during the
ceremony he is "not oblivious to the fact that there are ongoing legal
proceedings against Mr. Netanyahu at the Jerusalem District Court, and I do
not trivialize this at all."
"Nevertheless, it is important to note the Supreme Court has already
expressed itself clearly on the matter of pending indictments against a
member of Knesset nominated for the role of forming a government, in a
number of rulings, including with an expanded panel of eleven justices, when
the task of forming a government was assigned to Mr. Netanyahu by my
predecessor, President Reuven Rivlin.
"In light of all this, having considered the facts in accordance with the law,
and after you gave your consent to this, as required by law, I have decided to
assign to you, Benjamin Netanyahu - the task of forming a government."
The former premier has been indicted on charges of fraud, breach of trust
and bribery. He denies any wrongdoing.
Netanyahu can seek a two-week extension to his initial mandate, but is
expected to announce a coalition deal reasonably quickly, given broad
ideological unity within the incoming government.
Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich, co-leaders of the Religious Zionism
bloc, have publicly demanded control of two key ministries - public security
and defense.
Ben-Gvir, a firebrand known for anti-Arab rhetoric and incendiary calls for
Israel to annex the entire West Bank, has repeatedly urged for the security
services to use more force in countering Palestinian unrest.
Violence has soared between Israel and the Palestinians, and recent months
have been the deadliest period in years in the West Bank according to the
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United Nations, with near daily army raids and an increase in clashes and
attacks on Israeli forces.
Netanyahu's previous terms in office saw what little remained of the Middle
East peace process collapse in a surge of Israeli settlement expansion in the
occupied West Bank.
Herzog, whose role is largely symbolic, was reported to have tried to
convince outgoing premier Yair Lapid and his defense minister Benny Gantz
to form a unity cabinet with Netanyahu, in order to keep Ben-Gvir from
entering government.
The presidency publicly denied the claims.
But Herzog this week told Ben-Gvir that he had received "questions from
Israeli citizens and world leaders... very sensitive questions on human
rights".
"There is a certain image of you and your party which seems, and I'll say it in
all honesty, worrying in many regards," he added.
DANNY DANON: NO ONE, INCLUDING OUR FRIENDS FROM THE US,
WILL INVESTIGATE OUR SOLDIERS (Arutz-7 11/16/22)
Danny Danon, who returned to the Knesset on Tuesday and was sworn in as
an MK on behalf of the Likud, spoke to Israel National News and was asked
about the messages coming from Washington about who should be a
minister in the new government, with particular reservations about Itamar
Ben Gvir possibly being appointed a minister.
“We respect the democracy in the US, and we ask our friends to respect our
democracy. We are a parliamentary system and we will have a very good
government,” replied Danon.
On the FBI investigation into the death of Shireen Abu Aqleh, the Al Jazeera
journalist who was shot and killed while covering a firefight between IDF
soldiers and terrorists in Jenin, Danon said, “This is unacceptable. No one,
no one – including our friends from the US – will investigate our soldiers, our
officers. We will support them, and it’s a dangerous precedent. I think the
new government, led by Prime Minister Netanyahu, will convince the
administration in Washington to pull back from this ridiculous idea.”
THREE NEW F-35 FIGHTER JETS LAND IN ISRAEL (JPost 11/13/22)
Three new F-35 fighter jets were delivered by Lockheed Martin to Israel on
Sunday, joining the 33 already based in the country.
The fighter jets will join the 140 Squadron (Golden Eagle) and begin taking
part in operational activities in the coming weeks.
Israel was the first country to purchase the F-35 as part of a foreign military
sale with the US in October 2010.
The aircraft became operational in the Israeli Air Force in December 2017
and have been in full operational service since.
Last week, two Israeli Air Force (IAF) 'Adir' F-35 fighter jets escorted two
American B-52 bombers above Israeli airspace on their way back from the
Persian Gulf, the IDF Spokesperson's Unit said on Thursday.
The flyover was carried out as part of 'increasing cooperation' between the
Israeli and US militaries, the spokesperson's unit added.
This marked the first time US jets were accompanied by Israel's fleet of F35s, with such escorts usually carried out using 'Sufa' F-16s.
ABOUT 70,000 BULLETS, 70 GRENADES STOLEN FROM ARMY BASE
IN GOLAN HEIGHTS (Ha’aretz 11/12/22)
About 70,000 5.56 mm bullets and 70 grenades were stolen from an Israel
Defense Forces base in the Golan Heights overnight Saturday, the military
reported.
Police confirmed that the Tznobar base was broken into and robbed of
weaponry, and that six suspects have been arrested in connection with the
case thus far.
According to inventory counts carried out at the base during the night, about
70,000 5.56 mm bullets and 70 grenades were taken from the site, among
other things.
The military reported that “The circumstances of the theft are being

investigated by the Military Police, and at the end of the investigation, the
findings will be handed over to the Military Advocate General for
examination.”
Thousands of weapons and munitions are stolen from the Israeli military
every year, official IDF data shows. Between the years 2013 and 2020, 84
Tavor rifles, 32 machine guns, 527 grenades, 37 hand grenades, 65 plastic
explosives, 47 LAW rockets, 321 explosive devices, over 152,000 5.56 mm
bullets and 323 M16 rifles were stolen.
One of the areas where many cases of munitions and military equipment
theft are recorded is the South Hebron Hills. The ammunition is usually
stolen by Bedouins living in nearby encampments.
Additionally, there is concern that Palestinians or Bedouins will exploit
security breaches to carry out attacks.
In 2017, an IDF base in southern Israel was robbed of 33 M-16 submachine
guns. According to the investigation, brothers Avishai and Lior Itach, both of
whom had criminal records and were employed on the base as renovation
contractors, cut through the locks on the base’s armory doors, switched them
out for new locks and painted them to conceal the crime. They later sold the
guns to organized crime groups.
Two years later, the Be’er Sheva District Court sentenced Avishai to two
years and seven months imprisonment; his brother Lior received a two-year
suspended sentence as part of a plea bargain.
DRUZE CHILDREN OF FALLEN IDF SOLDIERS GATHER FOR
'STRENGTH' CAMP (JPost 11/15/22)
A dozen Druze children who lost a parent serving in the Israeli security forces
gathered for a remarkable three-day camp where they shared stories of
bereavement and experienced new adventures.
The Otzma “Strength” camp is organized by the IDF Widows and Orphans
(IDFWO) organization that takes place in Shlomi for teenagers, where they
go on various activities including teamwork activities, extreme sports and
more in the north of the country.
The campers, aged 7-18, also shared their stories of bereavement and held
discussions about the different identities that make up the bereaved families
in Israel and their place in it.
Otzma camps are held by the organization for IDF orphans aged 6-18 four
times a year during the holidays of Sukkot, Hanukkah and Passover as well
as during summer break.
According to the IDFWO website, not only do the camps provide the youth
with environments where they can overcome loss and tragedy alongside
others who have similar stories, but “the camps provide children with four to
five fun-filled days, and give their mothers, the widows, a well-deserved
break, knowing that their children are happy and thriving.”
WASEM SHEIBEL, who has been volunteering with IDFWO since 2013,
started the camp for Druze children after he understood that the community
was missing out since most camps take place during Jewish holidays – which
don’t always fall on days when they have a vacation from school.
“I decided to do something for Druze orphans during their holidays,” Sheibel
told The Jerusalem Post. “I started these camps in 2018, and they happen
twice a year.”
MASA ISRAEL JOURNEY TO BRING RECORD 14,000 FOR HOST OF
PROGRAMS (Israel Hayom 11/15/22)
Marking its 19th anniversary, Masa – with the help of the Jewish Agency and
the Israeli government – is poised to bring 14,000 young people from the
Diaspora to Israel on various programs, citing the high demand.
"This is an addition of 2,000 young Jews between the ages of 16 and 35 from
five different continents around the world who will come to Israel with the aim
of integrating into Israeli society, for programs spanning between a few
months to a year, for internships, to teach English, career development
programs, academia, and community volunteering," a statement by Masa
read.
According to the release, there was also an increase of about 220% in
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fellows of the "Masa Doctors" program, as over 200 Jewish doctors from
Eastern Europe and Latin America will arrive this year for a training program
and integration into the Israeli healthcare system.
Ofer Gutman, CEO of Masa Israel stated: "We clearly recognize that there is
a direct impact of long-term programs in Israel on young Jews in the
Diaspora, and in the United States in particular. Israel gains dedicated
supporters and loyal ambassadors; Jewish communities gain engaged
members and contributors." At the opening event of the 19th year of Masa's
activity, the organization hosted representatives of the Israeli government,
the Board of Governors of the Jewish Agency, and about 3,500 Masa fellows
and alumni.
ISRAEL'S DESERTECH TO HELP AFRICAN COUNTRIES ADAPT TO
CLIMATE CHANGE (i24NEWS 11/12/22)
DeserTech – an Israeli platform for climate technologies that focus on dry
and desert climates – on Thursday launched a program in partnership with
the Global Mechanism of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification and the 11 African nations leading the “Great Green Wall”
initiative.
The African-led “Great Green Wall” project is aimed at rehabilitating almost
250 million acres of degraded land across the Sahel region by the end of the
decade, generating millions of jobs and capturing 250 million tons of carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere.
DeserTech’s launch was hosted by the Senegal pavilion at the UN COP27
climate summit in Egypt before an audience that included environment
ministers from Mali and Mauritania and a member of the Chadian parliament.
Sinai Gohar Barak, DeserTech’s ecosystem development manager, said the
project has two goals – developing and implementing technologies that
address global challenges, and turning Israel’s southern Negev region into a
global hub for desert technologies.
The hot and dry Sahel, which stretches from the Sahara Desert to the north
and Savannah to the south, is not only one of the poorest and most violent
regions in the world, but also one of the most exposed to the devastating
effects of climate change – including drought, food shortages, conflicts over
natural resources, and mass migration.
Since the launch of the “Great Green Wall” project over a decade ago,
almost 44.5 million acres of degraded lands have been restored and 350,000
jobs created.
DeserTech, based in the Negev city of Be’er Sheva, is a joint initiative of the
Merage Foundation Israel, Israel Innovation Institute, the Environmental
Protection Ministry, and Ben Gurion University of the Negev.
HAS NETANYAHU LEARNED NOTHING? (Ofra Lax, Israel Hayom
11/16/22)
In her recent opinion piece, Limor Samimian-Darash accused the Religious
Zionist Party of putting the good of the sector ahead of the good of the state,
and called on its members to fall in line with bloc leader Benjamin Netanyahu
and even went as far as to attack the party for not conforming in the coalition
negotiations.
We seem to have forgotten that when Naftali Bennett promoted the study of
mathematics for all students when he was education minister and was later
approached by the officials of the very sector he represented asking for
assistance in financing the expensive post-secondary religious education –
he rebuffed them because he was education minister for all.
And when Religious Zionist Party leader Bezalel Smotrich was transportation
minister, even his political opponents acknowledged his achievements,
because he promoted road development and transportation solutions
throughout all of Israel. The two ministers led a policy that fit their ideology,
as is expected of any elected official who reaches a position of action.
Let's not beat around the bush. The reluctance with regard to the Religious
Zionist Party does not stem from a fear that they will focus on their own
sector, but from fear that they will implement the policies for which they were
elected. You see, it's this little thing called election promises that politicians

make to be elected, and when they are, they are expected to keep them.
Over half a million Israelis voted for the Religious Zionist Party hoping that
the promises of governance, security, and settlement development would be
realized. The demand to fold now and completely obey Netanyahu is an
unfair, and above all, undemocratic, demand. Fourteen seats speak for
themselves.
As for the coalition negotiations, in 2020, just before the third round of
elections, Netanyahu said during a public appearance that the Religious
Zionist sector "has a great heart and faith, but doesn't always understand
politics." What he was really saying is that you can encourage and mobilize
them, but at the moment of truth, you can treat them as if they have no
political intelligence.
Before the latest election campaign, Netanyahu repeated two statements.
The first: that he wants to establish a fully right-wing government, and that he
will include all the bloc parties that were with him during his year and a half in
opposition, and the second: that he has always wanted to establish rightwing governments, only that in 2013 the Lapid-Bennet alliance prevented him
from doing so.
The problem is that the facts say otherwise: in 2013, when Netanyahu had a
right-wing majority, he first turned to Tzipi Livni and then to Shelly
Yachimovich, and had no intention of turning to Naftali Bennett. He was
forced to do this only because Bennett made an alliance with Yair Lapid.
True, since then Bennett has shifted ideologically, but at the time, he was an
authentic representative of the Religious Zionist public. Netanyahu intended
to leave Bennett to his own devices, which is what he seems to be doing to
Smotrich now. He has chosen the ultra-Orthodox Shas party as his main
partner, even though it is not a large faction. Netanyahu is willing to give the
Finance Ministry to Shas leader Aryeh Deri, even though his economic views
are the polar opposite, leaving the Religious Zionist Party last. The prime
minister-elect seems to think that the "great heart" of the sector will forgive
and forget.
The time has come for the Religious Zionist Party to prove to Netanyahu that
it understands a thing or two about politics and that it knows that its Knesset
seats are necessary for the existence of a stable right-wing government,
even if later it will include parties from the Left.
Samimian-Darash aptly said that old patterns must be broken in order to
establish a sustainable government. Well, it is precisely Netanyahu who
needs to break such a pattern. It's time for him to learn from his relationship
with Bennett, and realize that people make conclusions and remember
distrust as well as respect his partners and give them their rightful place
instead of fearing their success. Otherwise, he might become the leader of a
large and respected party, but all alone.
IS ISRAEL MORE JEWISH OR ISRAELI? (Gershon Baskin, JPost 11/17/22)
A large part of what we were voting on in the past elections was the identity
of Israel and, of course, our own identity as citizens. On the question of “am I
more Jewish or more Israeli,” my answer is, with very little doubt, that I am
more Israeli. That was not my answer more than 44 years ago when I
immigrated to Israel as a young Jewish American.
For most of the past 44 years, I have lived with the belief that Israel could be
the democratic nation-state of the Jewish people. I believed that if an
independent Palestinian state would be established next to Israel, as the
result of a genuine peace process, we would end the 55 years present reality
of Israel being a binational Jewish-Palestinian, a non-democratic state which
enforces two different political, economic, and legal realities based on
national ethnicity.
I believed that if there was a resolution to the Palestinian issue and Israel no
longer imposed a military occupation over millions of Palestinians, then the
nearly two million Palestinian citizens of Israel would no longer automatically
be considered suspect of being a fifth column.
In that case, with a lot of work, it would be possible for Israel to become a
true democracy that practices full equality for all of its citizens. In that case,
Israel could even define itself as the democratic nation-state of the Jewish
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people and all of its citizens. And with the belief that there could be a
Jewish-Israeli minority living in the State of Palestine, it could define itself as
the democratic nation-state of the Palestinian people and all of its citizens.
As Salam Fayyad, the former Palestinian prime minister said to me: “We will
treat our Jewish minority in exactly the way that Israel will treat its Palestinian
minority.” If there was real peace based on some form of two states, each
with a clear majority and a clear non-threatening minority, both states could
in fact be defined as the state of all of their citizens.
But there is no Israeli-Palestinian peace in sight. There is questionable
viability of a two-state solution based on separation. There are no IsraeliPalestinian negotiations on the horizon. The political battle in Israel over
Israel’s Jewish identity versus its Israeli identity has led to the clear victory of
those who chose Jewish and not Israeli.
As a result of that growing trend, Israel’s Palestinian citizens are more
isolated, disempowered, and delegitimized by the political majority.
Discrimination against 21% of the citizens of Israel is not only legitimate by
the majority of Israelis, but it will also be part and parcel of the new Israeli
government’s policies. In truth, discrimination has been with us, built into our
laws and systems of government, since day one of Israel’s existence.
But as long as there was a viable two-state solution possibility with Israeli
leaders at least claiming to advance it, I hoped that with its implementation
we could get to work on creating a true democracy in Israel where all citizens
are genuinely equal and all citizens could identify with their state and the
state could view all of its citizens as equal partners in its future.
THE PREMISE of those hopes no longer exists. Israel has become more
Jewish and a lot less democratic. The occupation is not temporary and
annexation of the West Bank or large parts of it which has not been officially
declared yet is in fact de facto. The new government will soon legalize over
100 settlements that were, even according to Israeli law, illegal (all
settlements in the occupied territory are illegal by international law).
Senior members of the new government are already pushing to apply Israeli
law in all aspects of life over the Israeli citizens in the occupied territory,
which will cement the existence of two separate legal regimes over the two
populations living there with the Jewish minority in the occupied territories
legally superior over the majority Palestinian population.
The new Israeli government will confiscate more Palestinian land and build
more Jewish settlements all over the West Bank. More Palestinian homes will
be demolished. More Palestinians will undoubtedly join the ranks of active
resisters leading to more Israelis and Palestinians being killed.
But what am I complaining about – many of my Jewish compatriots will ask.
This is the democratic will of the majority of Jewish Israelis. The majority of
Israeli Jews want Israel to be more Jewish, they want to protect and enhance
Israel’s Jewish identity. I personally have almost no connection to their
version of Jewish identity. Their Judaism is not the Judaism that I knew and
grew up with. Their Jewish values are not the Jewish values and morals that I
understood as being the central core of what it means to be a Jew.
This is what I learned about Jewish values: Human dignity, social justice,
tikkun olam – fixing the world, respecting the stranger among us, moral
monotheism including treating all of those who believe in the same God as
equals worthy of respect and shalom – peace; peace among ourselves and
peace with our neighbors.
My connection to my Palestinian-Israeli neighbors is based on our common
citizenship, but in Israel’s reality, Jews enjoy privileges and superiority that
my Palestinian-Israeli compatriots do not. So, my Israeli citizenship identity is
based on our common struggle – Jewish and Palestinian Israelis – together
for Israel’s democracy, for equality, for ending the occupation and for making
just peace with our neighbors. There is no genuine democracy without
genuine equality. There is no peace with occupation.
While I am part of the minority within Israel, I am part of a new struggle that
will replace the old so-called Zionist Left with a newly emerging movement for
change based on equality and composed of hundreds of thousands of
Israelis – Jews and Palestinians. Israel will one day truly become the state of
all of its citizens.

Chayei Sara 5783

It is an honor to present this week's Torah Minute from our archives. The following was penned
by our founder, Rabbi Kalman Winter ZT"L
From our archives
In the beginning of this week's parsha, the Torah relates the death of Sarah, our matriarch. Abraham returns
home from the Akeidah (the binding of Isaac upon the altar) and is informed of the demise of his beloved
wife. One could but imagine the emotional roller coaster that Abraham endures. Fresh from the Akeidah,
with all its spiritual accomplishments and personal growth, he is immediately confronted with another life
crisis, the death of Sarah. Abraham needs to bury Sarah and find a most suitable site. He must negotiate
with the people of Cheis for the purchase of a family plot. The Torah records (chapter 23, verse 3) "and
Abraham rose up from the presence of his dead and spoke to the children of Cheis." The commentaries
question the importance and need to state that Abraham "rose up from the presence of his dead." It's selfexplanatory - simply let the Torah say that Abraham addressed the children of Cheis.

A Lesson in Faith

The Torah is embedding a profound lesson when it says "he rose up." "Rose up" is not intended to be a
physical matter, but rather an emotional state of mind and being. In the presence of his beloved Sarah,
flush with intense grief and loss, Abraham rises and takes himself forth from his grief to meet and engage
the people of Cheis. He locks away his great personal pain and externally, with great calm and bearing,
addresses the people of Cheis. Abraham rises to that occasion with the eloquence and stature of a patriarch
and prince of G-d. The impetus for this superlative display of character and strength was his "kavod habriyos" - his respect for all people. It would be unseemly to address them in grief while tears abound.
The encounters of the Torah are life models from which we are enjoined to draw upon our own strength
and character. How aware and in touch we must be with our feelings. Our conflicts, stresses, loss, etc. are
not to be transported into our relationships with people. At times we are short with family and friends. Our
demeanor, conduct, and expressions reflect our difficulties and influence our behavior. Abraham teaches
us - at the moment of his greatest loss, he "rose up" above his pain and addressed the people of Cheis in
a manner of dignity, honor, and respect.

Wishing you a Good Shabbos!

Do you enjoy the Shabbos Delights?

Please partner with us and help us raise $300k to continue providing dynamic Torah opportunities
throughout Greater Washington and beyond! Donate at www.causematch.com/gwck

Parsha Riddle

Point to Ponder
Then the servant took ten camels of his master’s
camels… (24:10)
They were noticeably different, and recognized as
Avraham’s camels. They were muzzled in order that
they not eat from the property of other people (Rashi).
Rebbi Pinchos ben Yair’s donkey would not eat food
that was not tithed (Chulin 7b), because of the
influence of Rebbi Pinchos ben Yair. Why would
Avraham’s camels be any different? Why would they
eat from stolen goods that it was necessary to muzzle
them?

In parashas Chayei Sarah (24:50), Lavan and Besuel responded to Avraham’s
servant’s proposal of marriage between Yitzchak and Rivka by saying “The matter
stemmed from Hashem!” and the Talmud (Moed Katan 18b) adduces this as a source
for the doctrine that matches are made in Heaven (“the decree that a specific
woman is destined to be married to a specific man is from Hashem”).
Earlier in its discussion, the Talmud cites a statement that “Every day a Divine
Voice issues forth and says: The daughter of so-and-so is destined to be the wife
of so-and-so; the field of so-and-so will belong to so-and-so.” This is not merely
an aggadic idea; the Talmud is discussing whether formal betrothal (eirusin) should
be permitted on chol ha-Moed, “lest another come and betroth her first,” and it
objects that this would not seem to be a legitimate concern, since matches are
preordained. It responds that despite the preordination, prayer still has an effect,
and so eirusin is indeed permitted on chol ha-moed. It is likewise permitted on Tisha
be-Av for the same reason (Shulchan Aruch 551:1).
(It should be noted that “eirusin” in traditional, rabbinic Hebrew means kiddushin,
following which the couple is halachically married, although the spouses did not live
together until nisuin [chuppah, which today occurs simultaneously with kiddushin].
This is very different from the term’s meaning in modern Hebrew of “engagement.”)
Despite these Talmudic statements, the Rambam insists that matches are not
preordained. Human free will is a fundamental principle, and so if a particular match
is permitted under Torah law, and is contracted with pure intentions, then it is a
mitzvah, “and Hashem does not decree the performance of a mitzvah,” and
otherwise it is an aveirah, “and Hashem does not decree the performance of an
aveirah” (Shemoneh Perakim 8). How can this be reconciled with the decree that
“the daughter of so-and-so is destined to be the wife of so-and-so?” Rambam
himself addresses this question in a letter (#345 in the 5694 edition), and explains
that the Talmud is not stating a universal rule, but merely asserting that Hashem will
provide certain righteous and sinful individuals with spouses appropriate for them,
as a form of reward or punishment.

Which two people had water rise up for them?
Please see next week’s issue for the answer.

Last week’s riddle:
One who prays on behalf of someone else, and he needs that very same
thing, will be answered first. (Bava Kama 92a)
Where do we see an application of this in this week’s parsha?
Answer: When Avraham davened for Avimelech to be healed – he
merited that his wife Sarah would be healed, and would be able to have
a child.

Who Am I?
#1 WHO AM I ?
1. I

was for the candle.
2. I was for the dough.
3. I was for the cloud.
4. I was for the first and second.

#2 WHO AM I ?
1. I

may be a son.
2. I may be wealth.
3. I may be a daughter.
4. I was a blessing.
Last Week’s Answers
#1 Gemmorah (I am not Talmud Bavli, I was turned
upside down, I was home to cruelty, I was one of five.)
#2 Yitzchak (My parents’ reaction caused my name, I was
the first for the eighth, Many celebrated my birth, I was the
second of three.)
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