
  

COVID-19 Updates 
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 

vaccine (16 years of age or older), but who chooses to not 
be vaccinated may attend YISE Minyanim and events 
with the following guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals 
must remain masked at all times while in the Shul 
building, including at Kiddushes and/or other events 
containing food. Masks may not be removed to eat or 
drink. Exceptions will be made for private functions being 
held at the Shul, but that are not Shul sponsored events. 

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not 
come to shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills, 
muscle aches, sore throat, severe cough, headache, nausea 
or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion or runny nose, 
or new loss of sense of taste or smell. If you have tested 
positive for COVID, you should follow the CDC 
guidelines. 

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for 
children under 16. 

• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE 
building. 

• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary. 
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and 
to return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In 
protecting each other as we navigate this unfolding situation, 
may we grow stronger as individuals and as a community. 
 

 
 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by the Zuckerman Family in honor of Eli’s Aufruf 
and his upcoming marriage to Rina Breger. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YISE Youth Announcements 
Animal Meet and Greet in honor of Parshas Noach with 
Ferrets and Friends! - Join YISE Youth this Sunday, October 
30, at 11:00 AM in the Social Hall. Meet and learn about 
different small mammals, reptiles, and amphibians! See flyer 
for details. For more info., contact jmarcus@yise.org 
Teen Minyan - The Teen Minyan, led by Rabbi Moshe 
Holzer, meets at 9:15 AM every Shabbos in The House next 
to the Shul. Kiddush is served after davening. 
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, October 29, from 10:00 AM 
until Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the 
toddler room off the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop 
off) in the room behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years will meet 
at Shomrai and walk to the Yeshiva. For more information, 
contact Debbie Katz at dkatz@yise.org  
Shabbos Group for 5th and 6th Grade Girls will gather in the 
front yard of The House next to the Shul promptly at 10 am 
and go inside together. See flyer for details. 
Junior Congregation for boys in grades 4 - 6 with Jay 
Marcus Meet in the Lower Lobby at 9:55 and walk to the 
Yeshiva at 10:00. See flyer for details. 
Calling All Rising 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi Rosenbaum 
is learning weekly with rising 5th and 6th grade boys one hour 
before Mincha in the YISE Social Hall. The Shiur will not 
take place this Shabbos, October 29. 
 

 
 

Shabbos Schedule 
Minyan locations are B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall, 

 LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 5:54 
• Mincha: 5:55 (B), 5:50 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:50 (B), 5:45 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends: 6:52 
Divrei Torah/Shiurim: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Postelnek 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Postelnek 
• Shiur after Mincha Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 
Kiddush Sponsors: 
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by Margie & Michael 

Hourwitz to commemorate the Yahrzeit of Rabbi David Hyatt’s parents; 
23rd Yarhzeit of Mrs. Ida Hyatt, Z”L, the 14th Yahrzeit of Rabbi Julius Hyatt, 
Z”L, and the 19th Yahrzeit of Michael’s mother, Florence Rogoff Hourwitz 
(Fayge bas Avraham Mayer), Z”L, 60th Yahrzeit of his grandmother, Sara 
Rogoff (Sahra Rivka bas Moshe Tzvi) Z”L and the 74th Yahrzeit of his 
grandfather, Abraham Rogoff (Avraham Meir ben Yehuda Lev) Z”L. 

• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by Bruce & Nancy James in honor of 
Bruce’s 65th birthday and by the Zuckerman Family in honor of Eli’s 
Aufruf and his upcoming marriage to Rina Breger. 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
October 28 - 29, 2022 - 4 Marcheshvan 5783 - Parshas Noach 

Light Candles by 5:54 - Havdalah 6:52 

 
 

Mazal Tov 
• Florence Binstock Avigan on the birth of a great-granddaughter, Tali, born to 

Batya & Moti Schecter of Petach Tikva. Mazal Tov also to great aunt and 
uncle Karen & Howie Schulman and the whole family.  

• Hedy Bauman on the birth of a great-granddaughter to new parents Devora 
& Eli Lehmann of Lakewood, NJ. Mazal Tov to grandparents Rachel & 
Moty Lehmann of Lakewood and Aviva & Arthur Marks of Baltimore. 

• Eva & Nissy Moskowitz on the engagement of their granddaughter Leora, 
daughter of Gabi & Aryeh Moskowitz of Teaneck, NJ, to Zack, son of 
Debbie Pine & Mark Orenshein of Teaneck. 

• Marina & Gregory Shmunis on the birth of a granddaughter, Florence Val 
(Fruma Brocha). Mazal Tov to the parents Esther & Shlomo Leibtag of 
Baltimore, to the grandparents Hadassah & Rabbi David Leibtag of 
Woodmere, NY, to the great-grandparents Sarra Ferd & Bronya Shmunis, to 
the Silver Spring aunts and uncles Ahava & Ephraim Leibtag, Shira & 
Misha Shmunis, and all aunts, uncles and cousins in the US and Israel. 

• Eli Zuckerman on his Aufruf, and to his parents Miriam & Jeff 
Zuckerman, his siblings, nieces and nephews, his future Shver, Kalman 
Breger, and his future brothers-in-law, who are here to celebrate with him. 

 

YISE Programs and Listings 
Welcome new members voted in at the latest board meeting: Elisheva & Binyamin Carl, Joshua Chiel, Dassy (Gabai) & Adin Diamond, Yelena 
Lazdun & Rashid Abramov, Blima & Rabbi Alex Maged, Dr. Shoshana & Mr. Jacob Moer and Avital & Akiva Stone. 
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and Holidays 
by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos morning. This week’s Shiur will be led by Rabbi Postelnek. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur – Following the Hashkamah Minyan, learning Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. This 
week’s Shiur will be led by Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman. 
Kristallnacht Commemoration Program - Featuring Ruth Zimbler, presented by YISE and KMS on Sunday, October 30, 7:30 PM on Zoom, 
Meeting ID: 655 813 1022, Passcode: 365636. See flyer for details. 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a series on the laws of Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at the 
home of David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at 
rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos  
Mazal Tov to the participants of the Semichas Chaver Program for completing the topic of Hilchos Beis Haknesses and Hilchos Tefillah! 
Special Mazal Tov to the following people who successfully completed the test on the subject: Paul Berner, Rafi Cattan, Lee Cohen, Rabbi Joshua 
Dachman, Eric Kjeldergaard, Meir Kramer, Jay Marcus, Judah Mogilensky, Isaac Moses, Robert Rubinoff, Richard Soskin, Merric Srour, and 
Yaacov Yunger. The new SCP semester begins this Tuesday, November 1. See flyer for details. 
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Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur 
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come 
together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives speedily. Until that 
point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These 
options are now available for sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a 
Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a 
Simcha or any other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's 
other sources of revenue are not available. 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):  
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim 
together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship at $54 each.  
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 

 
  

Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for this Past Week: 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Shiur  
• Susan & Rabbi Saul Koss in honor of a Refuah Shelaimah for R’ Reuven 
Yehudah Ben Zeesa. 
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and 

all those who attend his Shiur and in memory of parents, Avraham Ben Tzvi HaLevi 
& Ada Bas Menachem Aryeh, Z”L, and Rabbi Hillel & Mrs. Myrna Klavan, Z”L. 

Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur 
• Fay Kasser in memory of her mother, Rivka Tzivia bas Pinchus Z”L, whose 

Yahrzeit is the 29th of Tishrei. 
 Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in honor of Rabbi Grossman and all those who attend his Shiur. 
8:45 Minyan Drasha 
• The Zuckerman Family in honor of Eli’s aufruf and his upcoming marriage to 

Rina Breger. 
• Bev Morris & Art Boyars in honor of their beloved niece Rachel Feldman and 

her Chosson, Mendy Fine, on their engagement. Mazal Tov to Chani & Rabbi 
Shmuel Feldman and the Gantza Mishpacha, including siblings and grandparents 
Elaine & Neil Gross and Mendy’s parents, Bonnie & Jayson Fine of Staten Island. 

 
 
 

Weekday Shiurim 
Options for in-person and remote learning are listed 

below. For the latest list and times, go to: 
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim 
followed by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. 
Monday through Friday, 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, 
followed by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday 
through Thursday, 7:30 PM, Zoom A, will resume on 
Tuesday, November 1. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for 
Women (spiritual self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 
AM, Zoom A, will resume on Sunday, November 6. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A, will 
resume on Friday, November 4. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 
11:00 AM, now learning Mishlei, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning 
Sefer Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - 
Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM. Shiurim: 
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak 

Mandel 
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced 

Jew - Rabbi Hillel Shaps 
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak 

Grossman 
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging 

Parsha Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter 
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara 

Shiur, Sundays at 10:00 AM, Zoom C. 
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at 

Shomrai) - 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., 
contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 
347-869-9361.  
• For Men: 

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same 
Page Gemara. 

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - 
Reading Responsa - Zoom E. 

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei 
Hatorah Gemara Skills Building - Zoom F. 

• For Women: 
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, Zoom D. 

• SCP (Semichas Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 
8:45 PM at YISE. Join the fastest growing Halacha 
learning program in the world! Register online at 
https://thegreaterwashingtoncommunitykollel.com/scp 
See flyer for details. 

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet 
Chulin, Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, 
in the Franco Beit Midrash. 

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social 
Hall, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM For more information, 
contact Rabbi Levy 240-423-8810. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry 
Greengart’s Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 
9:00 AM, studying Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B. 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, 
Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the 
Torah from a Deeper Perspective”, in-person in the 
Small Beis Medrash and on Zoom G. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur 
for Men, learning Maseches Bava Metzia, Daf 3a. 
Wednesday evenings at 8:00 PM on Zoom H. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and 
enter the meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 or 929-205-
6099 and enter the meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, passcode Winter (phone 667362) 
Zoom E: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom F: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
Zoom H: ID: 849 3898 4989, passcode 161699 
 
 

 
 
 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Monthly Shalosh Seudos – First Shabbos of each month, starting November 5. To 
sponsor, contact Simi Franco at 301-593-4465, ext. 103, or office@yise.org 
Volunteers are needed to set up and clean up. Contact Ethan Cohen at 
ecohen@yise.org to be part of the rotation.  
Bug Checking Seminar - Hands-on presentation with Rabbi Sholom Tendler of the 
Star-K has been postponed to Sunday, December 11. For more info, please contact 
Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com See flyer for details. 
Come Join Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of 
Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee, Rabbi Koss will be speaking 
on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, November 7 from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom 
A. For more information, contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Return of the Ruach Minyan! Friday, November 4, led by R’ Ozzie Burnham. Mincha 
in the Belonofsky Sanctuary, followed by Kabbalos Shabbos and Maariv in the Social 
Hall. There will be a special children’s story program during part of Maariv with Mrs. 
Susan Koss! Bring your family and invite your friends. It’s going to be Gevaldic! For 
questions, contact Adam Bashein: 301-943-4370 or adambashein@gmail.com 
Jewish War Veterans' Dining Out Banquet - Thursday, November 10, 6:30 PM at 
KMS. $55 per person. RSVP at https://diningout.kempmilljwv.com See flyer for details. 
Online YISE Cholim List - Go to https://wp.yise.org/cholim to add a name to the 
list. The list is used at the 8:45 Minyan on Monday, Thursday, and Shabbos. For 
questions about Mi Sheberach guidelines, contact Rabbi Rosenbaum. For other 
questions, contact Seth Katz at sethkatz@yise.org 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and clean up for 
Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know when you are available. 
Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, provides 
assistance to families undergoing medical crises. We have a current need and more 
volunteers are required. For information, please contact: Melanie Karlin, 
301-681-740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, 
mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at 
https://audio.yise.org 
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The Week Ahead Sunday 
October 30 

Monday, 
October 31 

 

Tuesday 
November 1 

Wednesday 
November 2 

 

Thursday 
November 3 

 

Friday 
November 4 

 
Shacharis 

Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45 6:30, 6:45, 8:45 6:30, 6:55, 8:45 6:30, 6:55, 8:45 6:30, 6:45, 8:45 6:30, 6:55, 8:45 
 Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 5:50 5:50 5:50 5:50 5:50 See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 5:45 5:45 5:45 5:45 5:45 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 6:18 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:46 AM, Latest Netz: 7:41 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 10:12 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:22 PM, Earliest Shkia: 6:02 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 6:51 PM 

Community Programs & Listings 
Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a 
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209. 
Free: Beacon 50+ Expo on Sunday, October 30, 12 Noon - 4:00 PM, at a NEW location: Margaret Schweinhaut Senior Center, 1000 Forest Glen 
Rd. (down the street from Holy Cross Hospital). Featuring a keynote speaker, more than 75 government, non-profit and business exhibitors, free 
health screenings, vaccines (flu, bivalent Covid, pneumonia, tetanus and Shingrix -- bring your Medicare/insurance cards), entertainment, 
giveaways and door prizes. 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, November 2, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
Jerusalem of the Balkans - The Sephardic Jewish Community of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sunday, November 6, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on 
Zoom. Register at https://shindc.org/JBalkans1 SHIN-DC Jewish Communities of the Balkans Series. 
From Rhodes to Zimbabwe, Africa - Sephardic history, culture, language (Ladino), community and culinary traditions between the Zambezi and 
Limpopo Rivers. Sunday, November 13, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom. Register at https://shindc.org/JAfrica1 SHIN-DC Jewish Communities in 
Africa Series. Questions? Email Sephardic Heritage International (SHIN-DC): info@shindc.org  
Koidenover Rebbe - All are invited to a special evening with the Koidenover Rebbe, Thursday, November 3, at the home of Dr. Nick Muzin, 800 
Stonington Rd. Private meetings with the Rebbe will begin at 7:00 PM. This is a unique opportunity to meet the Rebbe, who is much sought after for 
his Brachos and advice. To schedule an appointment or for more info, contact R’ Shlomo Slatkin at 443-570-7598 or email office@koidenov.org 
MES and The Robin Niman Mikvah Education Fund presents: “Understanding Menopause Through the Lens of Halacha, Medicine, and 
Intimacy,” an educational evening for women via Zoom. Tuesday, November 8 at 8:30 PM EST. Meeting ID: 818 8834 3481. Passcode: 172732. 
See https://www.mikvahemunah.com for the full flyer. 
Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington Hope and Healing Gala - Honoring volunteers: Julie Brookler, Ellen Haber, Dr. Marc Levitt and Dr. William 
(Buddy) Stern. Sunday, November 13, 10:30 AM at at B'nai Israel Congregation, Rockville, MD 20852. To reserve or place a journal ad, go to 
https://www.wizevents.com/bikurcholimgw-gala2022/ For information, please contact asiegel@bikurcholimgw.org  
Camp Chaverim Early Bird Registration for 2023 is now open! Lock in your spot today by signing up at https://chaverimovernight.com 
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org The class will resume on Wednesday, November 30. 
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 
 
 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, November 2 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM, 

       Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi       Simi Franco - Office Manager 

 

Next Shabbos 
November 4 - 5, 2022 - 11 Marcheshvan 5783 

Parshas Lech Lecha 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 5:46 
• Mincha: 5:50 (B), 5:45 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:30 (B), 5:25 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 6:45 

  
 
 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names 
(anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org: Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary 
date, name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts based on the date of the event. 
• Elyse & Haim Gabay wish Noam Feldman a Happy Birthday! 
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To All 5th & 6th 
Grade Girls....

EXCITING NEW SHABBOS GROUP

Every Shabbos Morning
 

In The YISE House (next to Shul)
 
 

10:00-11:15
 
 

Starting September 10th









Ruth Mondschein Zimbler was born in Vienna, Austria in
1928. Several months after the German annexation of
Austria, Ruth and her brother, Walter, watched the
destruction of the largest synagogue in Vienna from their
apartment on November 10, 1938, during
Kristallnacht.Concerned about their children’s safety
Ruth’s parents sent Ruth and her brother on the first
Kindertransport out of Vienna.  Ruth and her family
eventually made it to safety in New York City in late 1939.  
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Children grades 6 and above are encouraged to attend.
This program will be open captioned.

On Kristallnacht, November 9-10, 1938, Nazis in Germany, Austria and 
Sudetenland torched synagogues, vandalized Jewish homes and businesses and 

killed close to 100 Jews.
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Covenant &Conversation; R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
  The Light in the Ark  - Amid all the drama of the 
impending Flood and the destruction of almost all of 
creation, we focus on Noah building the ark, and 
hear one detailed instruction:  Make a tzohar for the 
ark and terminate it within a cubit of the top. 
  There is a difficulty understanding what “tzohar” 
means, since the word does not appear anywhere 
else in Tanach. Everyone agrees that it is referring to 
a source of illumination. It will give light within the 
ark itself. But what exactly is it? Rashi quotes a 
Midrash in which two Rabbis disagree as to its 
meaning:  Some say this was a window; others say 
that it was a precious stone that gave light to them. 
  The precious stone had the miraculous quality of 
being able to generate light within the darkness. 
  Bartenura suggests that what is at stake between the 
two interpretations is the etymology of the word 
tzohar itself. One relates it to the word tzahorayim, 
meaning “midday.” In that case, the brightness was 
to come from the sun, the sky, the outside. Therefore 
tzohar means “a window, a skylight.” The other view 
is that tzohar is related to zohar, “radiance,” which 
suggests something that radiates its own light, hence 
the idea of a miraculous precious stone. 
  Chizkuni and others suggest Noah had both: a 
window (from which he later released the raven, 
Gen. 8:6) and some form of artificial lighting for the 
prolonged period of the Flood itself when the sun 
was completely overcast by cloud and the world was 
shrouded in darkness. 
  It remains fascinating to ask why the Rabbis of the 
Midrash, and Rashi himself, would spend time on a 
question that has no practical relevance. There will 
be – God promised this in this week’s parsha – no 
further flood. There will be no new Noah. In any 
future threat to the existence of the planet, an ark 
floating on the water will not be sufficient to save 
humankind. So why should it matter what source of 
illumination Noah had in the ark during those 
tempestuous days? What is the lesson for the 
generations? 
  I would like to offer a midrashic speculation. The 
answer, I suggest, lies in the history of the Hebrew 
language. Throughout the biblical era, the word 
tevah meant an ark – large in the case of Noah and 
the Flood, small in the case of the papyrus basket 
coated with tar in which Yocheved placed the baby 
Moses, setting him afloat on the Nile. More 
generally, it means “box.” However, by the time of 
the Midrash, tevah had come also to mean “word.” 
  It seems to me that the Rabbis of the Midrash were 
not so much commenting on Noah and the ark as 
they were reflecting on a fundamental question of 
Torah. Where and what is the tzohar, the brightness, 
the source of illumination, for the tevah, the Word? 
Does it come solely from within, or also from 
without? Does the Torah come with a window or a 
precious stone? 
  There were certainly those who believed that Torah 
was self-sufficient. If something is difficult in Torah 
it is because the words of Torah are sparse in one 
place but rich in another. In other words, the answer 
to any question in Torah can be found elsewhere in 
Torah. Turn it over and turn it over for everything is 
within it. This is probably the majority view, 
considered historically. There is nothing to be 
learned outside. The Torah is illuminated by a 
precious stone that generates its own light. This is 

even hinted at in the title of the greatest work of 
Jewish mysticism, the Zohar (see Bartenura above). 
  There were, however, other views. Most famously, 
Maimonides believed that a knowledge of science 
and philosophy – a window to the outside world – 
was essential to understanding God’s word. He made 
the radical suggestion, in the Mishnah Torah, that it 
was precisely these forms of study that were the way 
to the love and fear of God. Through science – the 
knowledge of “He who spoke and called the universe 
into existence” – we gain a sense of the majesty and 
beauty, the almost infinite scope and intricate detail 
of creation and thus of the Creator. That is the source 
of love. Then, realising how small we are and how 
brief our lives in the total scheme of things: that is 
the source of fear. 
  The case Maimonides made in the 12th century, 
long before the rise of science, has been 
compounded a thousand times with our accelerated 
knowledge of the nature of the universe. Every new 
discovery of the vastness of the cosmos and the 
wonders of the micro-cosmos, fills the mind with 
awe. “Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: 
Who created all these?”. 
  Maimonides did not think that science and 
philosophy were secular disciplines. He believed that 
they were ancient forms of Jewish wisdom, that the 
Greeks had acquired from the Jews and sustained at 
a time when the Jewish people, through exile and 
dispersion, had forgotten them. So they were not 
foreign borrowings. Maimonides was re-claiming a 
tradition that had been born in Israel itself. Nor were 
they source of independent illumination. They were 
simply a window through which the light of God’s 
created universe could help us decode the Torah 
itself. Understanding God’s world helps us 
understand God’s word. 
  This made a significant difference to the way 
Maimonides was able to convey the truth of Torah. 
So for example, his knowledge of ancient religious 
practices – albeit based on sources that were not 
always reliable – afforded him the deep insight (in 
The Guide for the Perplexed) that many of the 
Chukim, the statutes, the laws that seem to have no 
reason, were in fact directed against specific 
idolatrous practices. 
  His knowledge of Aristotelian philosophy enabled 
him to formulate an idea that exists throughout both 
Tanach and the rabbinic literature, but that had not 
been articulated so clearly before, namely that 
Judaism has a virtue ethic. It is interested not just in 
what we do but in what we are, in the kind of people 
we become. That is the basis of his pathbreaking 
Hilchot De’ot, “Laws of ethical character.” 
  The more we understand the way the world is, the 
more we understand why the Torah is as it is. It is 
our roadmap through reality. It is as if secular and 
scientific knowledge were the map, and Torah the 
route. 
  This view, articulated by Maimonides, was 
developed in the modern age in a variety of forms. 
Devotees of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch called it 
Torah im derech eretz, “Torah with general culture.” 
In Yeshiva University it came to be known as Torah 
u-Madda, “Torah and science.” Together with the 
late Rav Aaron Lichtenstein zt”l, I prefer the phrase 
Torah ve-Chochmah, “Torah and wisdom,” because 
wisdom is a biblical category. 
  Recently, the science writer David Epstein 
published a fascinating book called Range, subtitled, 

How Generalists Triumph in a Specialised World.  
He makes the point that over-concentration on a 
single specialised topic is good for efficiency but bad 
for creativity. The real creatives, (people like the 
Nobel prize winners), are often those who had 
outside interests, who knew other disciplines, or had 
passions and hobbies outside their subject. Even in a 
field like sport, for every Tiger Woods, who had a 
feel for golf even before he could speak, there is a 
Roger Federer, who exercised his skills in many 
sports before, quite late in youth, choosing to focus 
on tennis. 
  Lehavdil, it was precisely Maimonides’ breadth of 
knowledge of science, medicine, psychology, 
astronomy, philosophy, logic, and many other fields 
that allowed him to be so creative in everything he 
wrote, from his letters, to his Commentary to the 
Mishnah, to the Mishnah Torah itself, structured 
differently from any other code of Jewish law, all the 
way to The Guide for the Perplexed. Maimonides 
said things that many may have sensed before, but 
no one had expressed so cogently and powerfully. 
He showed that it is possible to be utterly devoted to 
Jewish faith and law and yet be creative, showing 
people spiritual and intellectual depths they had not 
seen before. That was his way making a tzohar, a 
window for the tevah, the Divine word. 
  On the other hand, the Zohar conceives of Torah as 
a precious stone that gives light of itself and needs 
none from the outside. Its world is a closed system, a 
very deep, passionate, moving, sustained search for 
intimacy with the Divine that dwells within the 
universe and within the human soul. 
  So we are not forced to choose either the one or the 
other. Recall that Chizkuni said that Noah had a 
precious stone for the dark days and a window for 
when the sun shone again. Something like that 
happened when it came to Torah also. During the 
dark days of persecution, Jewish mysticism 
flourished, and Torah was illuminated from within. 
During the benign days when the world was more 
open to Jews, they had a window to the outside, and 
so emerged figures like Maimonides in the Middle 
Ages, and Samson Raphael Hirsch in the 19th 
century. 
  I believe that the challenge for our time is to open a 
series of windows so that the world can illuminate 
our understanding of Torah, and so that the Torah 
may guide us as we seek to make our way through 
the world. 
  Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
  Noah may have been righteous and wholehearted as 
an individual, but he lacked the strength and the 
boldness to confront God’s decision and to oppose 
the wicked ways of the world. 
  “Noah was a righteous man, wholehearted in his 
generations; Noah walked together with God” If, 
indeed, Noah was a righteous, wholehearted partner 
of God, why is he not the first Hebrew? He seems to 
have had all of the necessary qualifications. 
  The classical biblical commentary Rashi generally 
follows the midrash in praising every one of the 
biblical personalities, even those who do not come 
off so well in a simple reading of the biblical text. In 
the case of Noah, however, Rashi cites a midrash 
that turns great praise into shameful degradation. 
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  While the Bible states unambiguously that Noah 
was “a righteous man, wholehearted in his 
generations,” Rashi comments, “And there are those 
who explicate this phrase to Noah’s detriment: In 
accordance with his generation, he was righteous; 
had he lived in the generation of Abraham, he would 
not have been considered anything at all”.  
  Why this denigration when the Bible itself is so 
complimentary? Rashi and the midrash even take the 
next phrase, “He [Noah] walked together with God,” 
to indicate that Noah was lacking: “In the case of 
Abraham, the Bible says, ‘Walk before Me and be 
wholehearted’. Noah required Divine support to 
uphold him, whereas Abraham was strong and 
progressed with his righteousness on his own 
[without any need of external support]”.  
  What could possibly cause these commentaries to 
overlook the positive and seek out the negative? The 
Maharal of Prague magnificently explains that 
Abraham and Noah each faced a similar challenge, 
but they reacted in radically different ways. 
  When God informs Abraham that he is going to 
destroy the wicked people of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Abraham immediately challenges the decision and 
actually debates with the Lord Himself: 
  “Will You then destroy the righteous with the 
wicked? Perhaps there are 50 righteous… will You 
destroy and not forgive the place because of those 50 
righteous… [should] the Judge of the entire earth not 
act justly?… And perhaps there are 45… or 40… or 
30… or 20… or 10?” 
  Abraham charges God with injustice and then 
bargains with God as if the Almighty were a market 
vendor, in order to save the wicked city of Sodom. 
  But Noah, when confronted with the prospect of a 
flood destroying all of humanity, is quite satisfied to 
accept God’s decision and build an ark to save only 
himself and his immediate family. Apparently the 
first Hebrew must be concerned for all of humanity. 
Noah’s lack of human sensitivity left him wanting in 
God’s eyes. That’s precisely what the midrash says: 
Had Noah lived in Abraham’s generation and been 
compared to him, he would not have been 
considered anything at all. 
  It goes even further than that. God actually gives in 
to Abraham’s demand. He says specifically, “I will 
not destroy [Sodom] because of even 10 righteous 
people”. But as the Torah reports, there were not 
even 10 righteous in the city: “The men of Sodom 
surrounded the house [to sodomize the strangers], 
from the youth to the aged, the entire people from 
end to end [of the city]”.  God even invites Abraham 
to enter into dialogue with Him, saying, “Shall I hide 
from Abraham that which I am about to do?” God 
then goes on to declare that He has elected Abraham 
as the first Hebrew because of his sense of justice 
and righteousness, before inviting Abraham to argue 
with Him on the basis of these concepts. 
  The point is clear: To be the elected of God, one 
must stand strong against the injustices of the world. 
God recognizes that the world is not perfect; He 
wants us to complete and perfect it. He wants us to 
force Him to intercede to make certain that the good 
and the compassionate triumph over the evil and the 
destructive. He doesn’t want us to accept the world 
as He created it; He doesn’t want us to accept human 
nature in the fullness of its evil potential. Noah 
apparently did not believe that humanity had the 
power to repent. Abraham believed that even Sodom 
was ultimately redeemable. 
  Noah may have been righteous and wholehearted as 
an individual, but he lacked the strength and the 
boldness to confront God’s decision and to oppose 
the wicked ways of the world. This characteristic is 
built into his name, which means “ease.” Rashi says 
that he received that name because he created an 
easier method of reaping wheat from the ground. 
God elects the one who challenges Him and is 
willing to go to war to fight the evil terrorists who 

captured Lot. God wants us to swim against the 
current, to put our lives on the line, in order to 
perfect the world in the Kingship of the Divine. 
That’s what it means to be a Hebrew (Ivri): to stand 
in opposition on one side (ever in Hebrew), even if 
everyone – even God – stands on the other.  
 The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
  Connecting the Dots - Only a few of the games 
that I played during my childhood are still popular 
today. One of them is "connect the dots." Nowadays, 
it comes in some very sophisticated and complex 
versions. But I remember it from the days in which 
we were given coloring books and instructed to 
connect several dozen numbered dots in sequence. 
We were delighted to discover that what initially 
appeared to be just randomly scattered spots on the 
page eventually emerged as coherent images. 
  Although the game was simple enough for even the 
very young, the idea behind it is a very profound 
one. The ability to make order out of chaos is by no 
means child's play. It is a necessary feature of life 
and, as I hope to demonstrate in this week's column, 
it is an important aspect of Torah study. 
  I first learned of the power of the metaphor of 
"connecting the dots" from a gentleman who has 
since become one of my dearest friends. He was a 
newcomer to my synagogue. I soon noticed that he 
regularly sat in one of the front pews and listened 
very attentively to my sermons. Eventually, he 
approached me and gave me one of the most 
cherished compliments I have ever received. He 
said, "Many rabbis give excellent sermons and fill 
their presentations with dazzling and inspiring ideas. 
But they fail to connect the dots between those ideas. 
They rarely explain how those ideas relate to each 
other and to real life. You, however, connect the 
dots. Yasher koach." 
  I am thankful to that gentleman to this day, for now 
when I prepare a sermon, I ask myself one question 
before I deliver it: "Did you connect the dots?” 
  One of the ways in which I personally continue to 
play “connect the dots” to this day is by attempting 
to connect some of the words and thoughts we have 
during the sacred day of Yom Kippur to events that 
occur during the ensuing calendar year. For example, 
on Yom Kippur we recite a prayer in which we 
wonder aloud, "Who will live, and who will die… 
Who will have a tranquil year, and who will have a 
year of suffering?" As the year progresses, we indeed 
discover for whom death was destined, and for 
whom a year of suffering lays in store. By the year's 
conclusion, we learn who lived and who experienced 
good fortune. But seldom do we "connect the dots" 
between the words we uttered somberly on Yom 
Kippur and the events which occurred months, 
sometimes many months, later. 
  This past Yom Kippur, when we read the book of 
Jonah, I pondered the question which has been asked 
even by casual readers of the story of this Jewish 
prophet who was sent by the Lord to prophesize to 
the city of Nineveh, the capital of Ashur, or Assyria. 
Jonah, to say the least, does everything he can to 
resist the Lord's command that he grant prophecy to 
a city populated by a nation that is a historic enemy 
of the Jewish people. Jonah eventually delivers his 
message to Nineveh, informing them that their great 
city will be overturned unless they repent. Jonah's 
worst fear comes true—they do indeed repent, 
sincerely and totally. 
   Who were these people of Nineveh that they took a 
stranger's word as a signal to change their entire 
society and reform their system of justice? This 
audience, to Jonah's chagrin, was exceptionally and 
immediately obedient. What was it in their history 
and background that readied them to hear Jonah’s 
message and to take it seriously? 
   The answer lies in a brief phrase in Parshat Noach, 
as explicated by Rashi. The verse occurs toward the 

end of the parsha, where the Torah enumerates the 
progeny of Noah. We learn that he had a grandson 
named Cush, and that "Cush also begot Nimrod, who 
was the first man of might on earth. He was a mighty 
hunter… The mainstays of his kingdom were 
Babylon… and Calneh in the land of Shinar. From 
that land Ashur, went forth, and built Nineveh…". 
   It is fair to assume that most readers of these 
verses pass them over and consider them mere 
chronological details. But Rashi characteristically 
teaches us to read each verse very carefully, however 
trivial it may seem. He wonders not only about why 
the Torah mentions Ashur's departure from mighty 
Nimrod’s territory, but also about the motive Ashur 
had for doing so. 
  Mindful of the fact that our Sages viewed Nimrod 
as the quintessential tyrant who instigated the 
construction of the Tower of Babel (of which we 
read in chapter 11 of this week's Torah portion), 
Rashi writes, "Ashur noticed that his children were 
listening to Nimrod's teachings and were ready to 
join the rebellion against God which the Tower of 
Babel signified." When Ashur realized that his 
children were falling sway to the malicious influence 
of the first tyrant in history, he decided to swiftly 
flee to another land. 
  One must admire Ashur's courage. He was ready to 
abandon his family and his society because he 
discerned the direction in which they were heading. 
We know how difficult it would be for any of us to 
uproot ourselves from our community just because 
we fear the negative influence that community 
would have upon our children. Ashur did so and 
remains a hero, albeit a relatively unsung hero. 
   Now, let us "connect the dots." Many centuries 
after Ashur courageously escaped Nimrod's evil 
empire and laid the foundations of his own city of 
Nineveh, that city degenerated into corruption. Over 
the generations, they forgot the lesson of their 
founder and ancestor Ashur. 
  But our tradition teaches us that the noble teachings 
of ancestors are never totally forgotten. Even when 
we intentionally try to suppress the lessons of our 
forebears, they lie dormant within us, just beneath 
the surface. 
  One can presume that the Almighty had Ashur's 
heroic precedent in mind when, as He observed the 
moral deterioration of the Nineveh of Jonah's time, 
He decided to grant them the favor of Jonah's 
prophecy and to give them the opportunity to mend 
their ways.  One can further presume that it was 
Ashur's lesson to his descendants that endured for 
centuries (which eventually resurfaced in their 
consciences) and that motivated them to repent so 
rapidly and with such ease. 
   There are many lessons to be learned from Ashur's 
behavior and from the impact it had upon his 
children's children. One is the need to remove 
oneself, however possible, from the negative 
influences which surround him. Another lesson is to 
appreciate the power that the actions one performs in 
his lifetime has upon his offspring. 
  There is a lesson also to be learned about the "dots" 
that are scattered, mostly unnoticed, all over our holy 
Torah. We have just connected the "dot" in this 
week's Torah portion in the book of Genesis with the 
"dot" in the much later biblical book of Jonah. We 
connected a Torah portion read early in the month of 
November with a text we read about a month prior 
on Yom Kippur. It is incumbent upon us to be such 
careful students of the entire Torah that we can learn 
to connect many other such “dots." 
  As the Talmud says, “The words of the Torah are 
‘poor’ in one place but ‘rich’ in another.” It is by 
connecting the “poor” dots to the “rich” ones that we 
can begin to fully appreciate the perfection of our 
tradition.
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We read in this week’s Parashah that, after the flood, Noach
sent a Yonah / dove to scout for dry land. At first, the Torah
tells us (8:9), “The Yonah could not find a Mano’ach / resting
place for the sole of its foot, and it returned to him to the Ark,
for water was upon the surface of all the earth.” Then, says the
Torah (8:10-11), “[Noach] waited again another seven days,
and again sent out the Yonah from the Ark. The Yonah came
back to him in the evening--and behold! It had plucked an olive
leaf with its bill. Then Noach knew that the waters had
subsided from upon the earth.”

In the Shabbat Zemer “Yom Shabbaton,” we read: “Yonah
Matz’ah Bo Mano’ach” / “On it (Shabbat), the dove found a
resting place.” R’ Aryeh Leib Gordon z”l (1845-1912; Lithuania
and Eretz Yisrael; Grammarian and author of commentaries on
the Siddur) writes: This refers to the Congregation of Yisrael,
which is likened to a dove (see Shabbat 49b), and which rests
on Shabbat. Alternatively, R’ Gordon writes, the Zemer is
referring to the Yonah that Noach sent out, which found a
resting place on Shabbat.  (Siddur Otzar Tefilot: Etz Yosef p.770)

How do we know that the day on which the Yonah found a
resting place was Shabbat? R’ Yosef Shaul Nathanson z”l
(1808-1875; rabbi of L’vov, Galicia, and a leading Halachic
authority) writes: The author of the Zemer must have had
access to a Midrash that is lost to us. Alternatively, the author
derived it from the fact that the Torah tells us: “He waited again
another seven days”--alluding to the Seventh Day, Shabbat.
(Divrei Shaul)  – Continued in box inside –

Shabbat
R’ Saadiah Gaon z”l (882-942; Egypt, Eretz Yisrael and present-day Iraq;

author of the earliest known work on Jewish Thought) writes: Some
Mitzvot prohibit things that our intellect tells us are wrong--for example,
murder, adultery, and stealing. Another category of Mitzvot prohibits things
that our intellect would not know to prohibit. This category includes,
among other things, Mitzvot that sanctify one day over another--i.e., the
prohibitions on performing labor on Shabbat and Yom Tov.

R’ Saadiah continues: The primary reason why we should observe
Shabbat is because G-d commanded it. At same time, it is possible to
identify benefits that we receive from observing Shabbat, keeping in mind
that the wisdom of the Creator is above all else. [R’ Yosef Kapach z”l
(1917-2000; rabbi in Yemen, later a member of Israel’s Supreme
Rabbinical Court) explains: Any reasons we can discover for the Mitzvot are
only hypotheses, for Hashem’s wisdom is beyond us.]

First, writes R’ Saadiah, Shabbat is a time for physical rest from the
week’s hard work.

Second, Shabbat is a time when we have more free time to study “a
little bit” of the Torah’s wisdom [for we cannot grasp all of it, as noted
above] and to devote more time to Tefilah / prayer.

Lastly, R’ Saadiah writes, on Shabbat we can interact with friends and
share Divrei Torah with them.  (Ha’emunot Ve’ha’de’ot III:2)
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“He drank of the wine and became drunk, and he uncovered himself

within his tent. Cham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s nakedness
and told his two brothers outside.”  (9:20-21)

It seems, says R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld z”l (1848-1932; rabbi of the
Eidah Ha’charedis of Yerushalayim), that Noach was not aware of the dangers
of excessive drinking--despite being more than 600 years old, and his son
Cham, who was approximately 100 years old, also had never seen a drunken
person! Can this be?

R’ Sonnenfeld explains (in the name of his grandfather): Midrashim relate
that the atmosphere and climatic conditions were entirely different after the
Flood compared to before. Before the Flood, the air was always clear and
fresh. Vegetables and meat never spoiled because microbes and bacteria
were absent from the air. Before the Flood, the entire world enjoyed the
same fresh air that later was found only in the Bet Hamikdash, where, we are
told (Avot ch.5), the meat of the Korbanot never went bad.

As such, continues R’ Sonnenfeld, fermentation also was impossible or,
if it was possible, it produced only weak alcohol, Thus, in fact, no one had
ever become drunk before the Flood. What Noach experienced, and what
Cham witnessed, was an entirely new phenomenon after the Flood. (Cham
is not criticized for being bewildered by what he saw; only for sharing the
news of his father’s shame with his brothers.)  (Chochmat Chaim)

“Any weapon sharpened against you shall not succeed . . . ; this is
the heritage of the servant of Hashem . . .”  (Yeshayah 54:17--from this
week’s Haftarah)

R’ Moshe Halevi Pollak z”l (late 19th century rabbi of Bonyhád, Hungary)
writes: There are wicked people who rise up against Tzaddikim, and, when
they say that they cannot sway those righteous people, they console
themselves: “At least the children of the Tzaddikim will join our ranks after
their parents pass away.” Hashem has given us the ammunition to ensure
that these “weapons sharpened against [the righteous and their children]
shall not succeed.” That ammunition is the Torah, “the heritage of the servant
of Hashem.” If we make sure to pass the teachings of the Torah to our
children as their inheritance--not worrying only about how much material
wealth we leave our offspring--then they, too, will be protected from the
wicked.  (Vy’daber Moshe)

2
“These are the offspring of Noach--Noach was a righteous man, perfect

in his generations; Noach walked with Elokim.”  (6:9)
R’ Yaakov Moshe Charlap z”l (1882-1951; rabbi of Yerushalayim’s Sha’arei

Chessed neighborhood and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Mercaz Harav) writes:
Some of our Rabbis explain “in his generations” to Noach’s credit: He was
righteous even in his generation; surely, he would have been even more
righteous had he lived in a generation of righteous people. Others, however,
explain it to Noach’s discredit: In comparison with his own generation, he was
considered righteous; but, had he lived in Avraham’s generation, he would have
been considered of no importance. (See Rashi z”l)

R’ Charlap explains: Noach would have preferred to remain a hidden
Tzaddik. However, when he saw the depravity of his generation, he was forced
to protest and to reveal his righteousness. Had he lived in a generation of
righteous people, he would have been able to remain a hidden Tzaddik.

Those who interpret the verse to Noach’s credit are noting that, had he lived
among Tzaddikim, he would have remained a hidden Tzaddik and focused on
his own further growth. He would have become even more righteous. Those
who interpret the verse to Noach’s discredit mean that it would have been
improper for Noach to remain a hidden Tzaddik. No matter what the generation
is like, one should exert whatever influence he can. Since Noach would not have
done that, he would have been considered of no importance.  (Mei Marom V)

“Vy’daber / Elokim spoke to Noach, saying: ‘Go out of the Ark--you and
your wife, your sons, and your sons’ wives with you’.”  (8:15-16)

R’ Yosef Zvi Rimon shlita (rabbi of the Gush Etzion Regional Council and
Rosh Yeshiva at the Jerusalem College of Technology-Machon Lev) writes in a
letter: This is the first time in the Torah that the verb “Vy’daber” is used to
describe Hashem’s speaking to a person. Until now, only “Va’yomer” was used.
Commentaries teach that the difference between the two verbs is that
“Va’yomer” transmits information, while “Vy’daber” implies that some type of
bond is formed between the speaker and the listener. “Vy’daber” is used now
because Noach needed a bond with Hashem at this time; he needed
encouragement and reassurance before leaving his quarantine in the Ark,
where he had felt safe until now.

Later in the same letter, R’ Rimon writes: Halachah requires that “Sheva
Berachot” in honor of a bride and groom be recited only when there are “Panim
Chadashot”--literally, “new faces,” i.e., guests who were not present at any prior
Sheva Berachot. The exception is on Shabbat, when Panim Chadashot are not
required. Perhaps, writes R’ Rimon, the requirement for Panim Chadashot
reflects the fact that getting together with friends enhances an occasion’s
joyfulness. If so, then the reason that Panim Chadashot are not required on
Shabbat may be because, on Shabbat, every person “shines” with a new “light.”
Thus, even seeing friends who we have seen recently brings new joy when we
see them on Shabbat.  (She’eilot U’teshuvot Pelach Ha’rimon 35) 

– Continued from front page –
Notably, a student of R’ Yisrael Isserlin z”l (the “Terumat Hadeshen”;

Central Europe; 1390-1460) records that his teacher did not sing the
Zemer “Yom Shabbaton” every week, but he did sing it on Shabbat Parashat
Noach because it was Inyana D’yoma / relevant to that particular day. 
(Lekket Yosher p.36)



 

CHANNEL 13 POLL (Ha’aretz 10/25/22) 
  Current Knesset 6/7 8/8 9/14 10/25 
Likud   29 35 33 31 31 
Yesh Atid   17 20 23 24 27 
Blue and White/New Hope 14 8 12 12 11 
Shas   9 8 8 8 8 
Yamina/Jewish Home 7 6 0 0 0 
Labor   7 7 5 5 4 
United Torah Judaism 7 7 7 7 7 
Yisrael Beiteinu  7 5 6 6 6 
Religious Zionist  7 10 11 13 14 
Joint List   6 6 6 5 4 
Meretz   6 4 5 5 4 
Ra’am   4 4 4 4 4 
 
UAE FEARS ITAMAR BEN-GVIR'S RISE IN THE POLLS (Arutz-7 10/26/22) 
The foreign minister of the United Arab Emirates warned Israeli Opposition 
Leader Benjamin Netanyahu against including Otzma Yehudit party chairman 
MK Itamar Ben-Gvir into a new government after the November 1st elections, 
Axios reported Wednesday. 
According to Axios’ Barak Ravid, Emirati Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Zayed spoke with Netanyahu during Sheikh Zayed’s visit to Israel last 
month. 
The met behind closed doors for more than two hours, according to unnamed 
sources cited by the report. 
During their meeting, Sheikh Zayed expressed concerns about the possibility 
Netanyahu may form a government with far-right lawmakers after the 
November 1st election, with one source telling Axios Sheikh Zayed was 
referring specifically to Itamar Ben-Gvir. 
Netanyahu reportedly listened to Sheikh Zayed but declined to respond. 
A second official cited by the report said Sheikh Zayed’s message signaled 
to Netanyahu that the inclusion of far-right elements in a new government 
could influence the relationship between Israel and the UAE. 
Netanyahu’s office has not responded to the Axios report. 
 
IDF'S NEW STRATEGY ON TERROR: TARGETED RAIDS OVER 
EXTENSIVE OPERATIONS (Israel Hayom 10/26/22) 
The IDF's daring raid in Nablus, in which the Lion's Den terror group's leader 
was eliminated and its explosives lab destroyed, shows that the military has 
a new strategy. Or to be more precise, it has returned to a strategy that has 
not been used in Judea and Samaria for some time: targeted raids. With the 
rising Palestinian terrorism, the IDF is expected to increase such activities in 
Jenin and Nablus. 
So far, Israel has operated in the Palestinian territories either through 
countermeasure operations or arrests, the latter of which got complicated 
sometimes and led to the killing of the wanted. The majority of the IDF's 
operations were of the second kind, mainly to arrest suspects for 
interrogation and intelligence gathering about perpetrated or planned attacks. 
But some were assassination operations, such as Sunday's elimination of 
Lion's Den member Tamer Kilani in an explosion attributed to the Shin Bet 
security agency. 
Israel has now decided to go back to targeted raids. Tuesday's raid on the 
Lion's Den infrastructure in Nablus, in which its leader Wadie Houh was 
killed, was carried out with utmost determination and means. It included 
fighters from the Yamam counter-terrorism unit, the elite Sayeret Matkal 

special forces unit, and the Givati Brigade, who were armed with missiles and 
sniper rifles and also had armed drones at the ready in case things got 
complicated (which were not needed in the end). 
Another significant element of the raid was the technology: a combination of 
cyber and electronic warfare helped the military not only obtain intelligence 
and track the terrorists, but make them oblivious to the fact that the Israeli 
military was approaching. 
The terror group has, of course, vowed revenge, and the assumption in Israel 
is that the surviving members will try to carry out an attack in Israel in the 
near future. There were also threats from the Gaza Strip, but security officials 
say Hamas has no interest in an escalation and might only launch a rocket 
for the sake of appearances. 
Judea and Samaria is the greater concern, especially northern Samaria, 
where terrorism has been on the increase for months. It is likely that the 
security establishment will seek to continue the current series of military 
activities in order to maintain the pressure on the terror groups, but will also 
execute targeted raids, rather than extensive operations, in an attempt to 
allow civilians to go about their daily lives and keep them out of the conflict. 
 
ISRAEL UNVEILS NEW S-80 CORVETTE MISSILE SHIP TO WITHSTAND 
FUTURE THREATS (JPost 10/20/22) 
Israel Shipyards unveiled its new generation SAAR S-80 Corvette class with 
increased weapon suite capacity and a longer range designed to withstand 
future threats. 
Based on the S-72 platform, the S-80 Corvette features greater versatility 
and a higher payload capacity with increased weapon suite capacity and a 
wider spread of Electronic Warfare (EW) systems as part of the platform's 
offensive advantages.  
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The vessel is 80 meters in length and is powered by four diesel engines for a 
top speed of more than 28 knots. The S-80 will be equipped with a state-of-
the-art control system, a health management system and advanced surface-
to-air capabilities, as well as various combat systems according to the 
requirements of the customer. 
By minimizing radar cross section (RCS), the S-80 allocates larger deck 
space for additional weapons systems. 
According to the company, the vessel “can be adjusted to accommodate 
Corvette or as an OPV [Offshore Patrol Vessels] version, depending on the 
operational requirements.” 
The S-80 allows for a longer range of 3,500 nautical miles and endurance for 
extended periods with reduced detection risks, making it ideal for diverse 
applications and missions. The vessel can also support the possibility of 
deploying Special Forces units. 
Israel Shipyards intends to make the new S-80 its flagship vessel for the next 
decade, serving the needs of the Israeli and foreign navies. 
“The ship is designed for stealth, agility and ruling the seas with cutting-edge 
capabilities required in future combat scenarios,” according to CEO Eitan 
Zucker. “The S-80 ship will enable navies to effectively protect their country's 
sovereignty, maintain their economic waters, and win naval battles in times of 
war. [It] has the endurance to operate in the open sea, and also to control the 
littoral [nearshore zone] – all this with an optimal cost-benefit ratio.” 
Israel’s Navy is made up of routine patrol units, submarines (Shayetet/Flotilla 
7), naval special forces (Shayetet 13) and missile boats (Shayetet 3). It 
recently received four new Sa’ar 6 missile ships, giving it a total of 15 missile 
ships. 
Though the navy is relatively small compared to other IDF corps, it has to 
protect Israel’s largest strategic depth under or over the surface of some 
44,000 sq. km. of sea, almost double the size of the country.  
It also has to guard strategic infrastructure such as the natural gas rigs; 
protect the commercial shipping lanes which bring in 98% of Israel’s imports; 
and take part in missions far from the country’s borders. 
Due to the country’s high dependency on the sea, the navy has begun to 
upgrade its entire combat fleet with the Sa’ar-6 Corvettes and new Dolphin-
class submarines.  The existing Sa’ar-5 and Sa’ar-4.5 ships have also been 
upgraded with the integration of new radars and electronic warfare systems. 
 
GANTZ, UKRAINE DEFENSE MINISTER HOLD 'POSITIVE' TALKS ON 
ISRAELI AID (JPost 10/24/22) 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz spoke with his Ukrainian counterpart, Oleksii 
Reznikov, on Monday, following weeks of delay. 
At the start of the call, Reznikov briefed Gantz on developments in the war in 
Ukraine. Gantz expressed his condolences over the tragic loss of life and 
shared concern regarding the humanitarian crisis. 
According to a statement released by his office, Gantz “further highlighted 
Israel’s position in standing with the Ukrainian people and its Western allies, 
expressing his commitment to supporting Ukraine via the delivery of 
humanitarian aid and life-saving defense equipment.” 
Israel has sent thousands of helmets and protective vests, hundreds of mine 
protection suits, thousands of gas masks and dozens of hazmat filtration 
systems to Ukraine. 
During the call, Gantz and Reznikov “agreed to conduct professional 
dialogue in order to assist Ukraine in the development of a civilian early-
warning system,” the statement said. 
Last week, Gantz said Israel has offered to help Ukraine in developing an 
early-warning system and that Jerusalem has sent a request to Kyiv to share 
information about the country’s needs for air-defense alerts, and once 
received, “we will be able to assist in the development of a life-saving civilian 
early-warning system.” 
During the call with Reznikov, Gantz again stressed that Israel would not 
provide weapon systems due to “operational limitations faced by the State of 
Israel,” referring to Israeli operations in Syria, which require cooperation with 
Russia. 

Gantz and Reznikov “concluded the call by agreeing to continue 
communicating in the coming weeks regarding additional topics on the 
agenda,” the Defense Ministry said. 
Their call came after several delays, most recently last Wednesday, after a 
request by Kyiv. A day earlier, Gantz reportedly had declined Kyiv’s request 
to hold a phone conversation with Reznikov shortly after Ukraine said it 
would officially ask for Israel’s air-defense systems. 
The call also came shortly after US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin spoke 
with Reznikov and Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu. 
According to a readout by the US Defense Department, during the call with 
Reznikov, Austin stressed the international community’s continued support 
for Ukraine and its “ability to defend itself in the future, as demonstrated by 
the security assistance commitments made by allies and partners.” 
 
HERZOG ON UKRAINE: 'THERE ARE THINGS WE CANNOT PROVIDE' 
(JPost 10/27/22) 
Israel is limited in the aid that it can provide to Ukraine, but is exploring 
options on the matter of Iranian drones, President Isaac Herzog, who is 
visiting the United States, told CNN in an interview on Wednesday evening. 
"There are things that from a strategic and technical point of view we cannot 
provide to Kiev...in regards to dealing with Iranian drones - we are definitely 
analyzing the situation," said Herzog. 
 
ISRAEL APPROVES HERZI HALEVI AS NEW IDF CHIEF OF STAFF (YNet 
10/23/22) 
The Israeli government on Sunday approved Major General Herzi Halevi as 
the IDF new chief of staff.  
Following the announcement, current IDF Chief of Staff Major General Aviv 
Kochavi congratulated Halevi, who will become army's 23 leader. 
"I welcome the government's approval of the appointment," Kochavi said, 
according to an official statement. 
"Herzi and I have known each other for many years, during which I got to 
know a brave, professional and talented officer. Herzi is an excellent and 
experienced officer and I am sure that he will continue to lead the IDF 
forward, given the expected challenges. I wish him great success."   
Last week, a vetting committee approved Halevi's candidacy, paving the way 
for him to take up the post on January 17, 2023. Defense Minister Benny 
Gantz proposed his appointment in early September. 
Born in 1967 into a religious family in Jerusalem, Halevi graduated in 
philosophy and business from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and holds 
a Master's degree in human resources management from the National 
Defense University in Washington. 
Halevi joined the Israeli army in 1985 in a paratroopers unit before being 
promoted to "Sayeret Matkal," the army's elite unit, which he led for years. In 
2014 he was appointed as head of military intelligence, and four years later 
was named as head of the southern command. 
 
ISRAEL TO PARTICIPATE IN BAHRAIN INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW 
(Arutz-7 10/26/22) 
In a historic first, Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), a world-class aerospace 
and defense company, will exhibit at the prestigious Bahrain International 
Airshow, taking place November 9-11th. IAI will showcase a variety of its 
state-of-the-art aviation products, including civil aviation, radars and avionics, 
air defense systems, coastal guard and drone guard systems. This is the first 
time that an Israeli company is participating in the event. 
Amir Peretz, Chairman of IAI’s Board of Directors: “The Abraham Accords 
have opened the door for us to participate for the first time in this exhibition 
and to work collaboratively with our neighbors to deal with the common 
threats we face in the region. IAI’s capabilities, alongside the impressive 
relationships that we developed over the last two years with our colleagues in 
the Gulf States, will allow us to continue to expand the company’s 
contribution to both technology and defense in the region, whereby our 
proven capabilities can help ensure a higher degree of regional stability.” 



 3 

Boaz Levy, IAI President and CEO said: "As we celebrate two years since 
the signing of the Abraham Accords, IAI is thrilled to participate in the 
Bahrain International Airshow and to broaden cooperation with business 
partners in the Gulf region. It’s a wonderful opportunity to meet with our 
partners and prospective partners and showcase the cutting-edge solutions 
IAI has developed. We believe that there are several opportunities to work 
together, share our knowledge, and develop new defense and civilian 
solutions with our partners in the Gulf region, and together, to create a 
brighter and safer future for our region." 
The Bahrain International Airshow is one of the premier aerospace events in 
the Gulf fostering more opportunities for business, growth and knowledge 
sharing among participants. While attending the Bahrain International 
Airshow, IAI plans to expand its strategic collaboration in the region by 
signing new cooperation agreements with local companies and broadening 
existing partnerships that have been signed. As a leading global airshow 
bringing together the industry’s best companies and brightest minds, the 
Bahrain International Airshow provides IAI with the opportunity to come 
together with Bahrain, the Gulf countries more broadly, and other global 
companies to share its innovative world-class solutions and develop new 
collaborations. IAI’s advanced systems will be on display at IAI’s impressive 
chalet, showcasing over 70 years of expertise and innovation. 
 
ISRAELI-LED STUDY CONFIRMS BIBLICAL NARRATIVES (i24NEWS 
10/24/22) 
A groundbreaking Israeli-led study using a new geomagnetic dating tool has 
confirmed biblical accounts of military campaigns against the kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel. 
The joint study by Tel Aviv University and the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem and involving 20 researchers from different countries 
reconstructed the earth's magnetic field recorded in burnt remnants at 17  
archaeological sites. 
Researchers reconstructed the geomagnetic fields recorded in 21 
archaeological destruction layers at these sites across Israel using a new 
dating tool. 
"Based on the similarity or difference in intensity and direction of the 
magnetic field, we can either corroborate or disprove hypotheses claiming 
that specific sites were burned during the same military campaign. Moreover, 
we have constructed a variation curve of field intensity over time which can 
serve as a scientific dating tool, similar to the radiocarbon dating method," 
said Hebrew University PhD student Yoav Vaknin. 
Published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, the study 
was based on Vaknin's doctoral thesis. 
The findings show that the narrative in the Hebrew Bible of the military 
campaigns of the Egyptians, Arameans, Assyrians and Babylonians were 
indeed correct. 
One example from the research shows that the Babylonians were not entirely 
responsible for the destruction of Judah with sites in the Negev surviving until 
several decades later when they were probably destroyed by the Edomites. 
"The new dating tool is unique because it is based on geomagnetic data from 
sites, whose exact destruction dates are known from historical sources," said 
Prof. Oded Lipschits of Tel Aviv University's Institute of Archaeology. 
"By combining precise historical information with advanced, comprehensive 
archaeological research, we were able to base the magnetic method on 
reliably anchored chronology." 
 
ISRAEL CANCELS RABBINICAL COURTS' RULING ON MARITAL 
PROPERTY FOR ADULTEROUS WIFE (YNet 10/25/22) 
Israel's High Court on Monday reversed rulings by rabbinical courts to 
deprive an adulterous wife of some of the couple's joint assets during their 
divorce proceedings.   
In a unanimous ruling, the justices said the decision to prevent an equal 
division of assets accumulated during 27 years of marriage was against the 
law regardless of the woman's infidelity. 

Two Rabbinical courts, including the Rabbinical High Court, had decided 
that the wife should not have access to the marital property after she began 
her adulterous affair. 
Justice Uzi Fogelman said in the ruling the adultery had no effect on the 
couple's economic behavior. 
"In my view, there was no justification to consider the wife's behavior, when 
deciding on the division of assets," he wrote. "I've said before that civil law is 
not to be a solution for a broken heart and therefore the response to the 
wife's infidelity cannot be addressed by refusing her the family assets," he 
said. 
The Rabbinical Court in Rehovot ruled in 2018 that since the woman had 
been in an adulterous relationship for 10 years, the couple's marriage should 
have been considered over when the affair began. 
The wife appealed the decision to the Rabbinical High Court in 2019, which 
ruled that the affair resulted in a "weakened partnership" between the 
husband and wife, and therefore, the assets should not be divided equally, 
with the husband entitled to 80% of the assets. 
The High Court decided to “order that the rulings of the High Rabbinical Court 
and the Magistrate Rabbinical Court be overturned." 
"It was also ruled that the petitioner is entitled to half of all property 
accumulated by the couple from the day of their marriage to the day of their 
divorce, according to the property equalization law.” 
 
RECORD NUMBER OF JEWS VISIT TEMPLE MOUNT OVER HIGH 
HOLIDAYS, REPORT SAYS (YNet 10/26/22) 
A record breaking number of Jewish people visited the Temple Mount during 
the Jewish High Holy Days, a right-wing advocacy group said on 
Wednesday. 
The "Yaraeh" organization, which works to encourage Jewish to visit the holy 
site, provided the data claiming nearly 8,000 people chose make the stop at 
the location during the month-long holiday season. 
This is the most visits by Jews in one month, and beats the yearly number of 
visitors to the site recorded in the past 10 years. 
According to Jewish administration in the Temple Mount, a total of 7,724 
Jews visited the site during 2012. That number was exceeded during the first 
month of the Jewish Year, with 7,795 Jewish visitors counted. 
The Western Wall Heritage Foundation reported that over two million people 
visited the Western Wall during the Jewish High Holy Days. 
Tensions were high during October due to a terror attack near the Shu’fat 
refugee camp and riots in Sheikh Jarrah, a Palestinian neighborhood in east 
Jerusalem. 
Due to the tensions, Prime Minister Yair Lapid said last week that “we’re not 
changing the status quo of the Al-Aqsa Mosque, we’ll care for the Muslim 
freedom of religion.” 
He added that “during the Ramadan one million people visited to pray at al-
Aqsa, and allowing them to do is our duty as a government.” 
Lapid also said that Jewish prayers will not be allowed to take place, and that 
visits will only be allowed under supervision. “We don’t allow it. We allow 
Jews to visit the Temple Mount, but do so under supervision so as to not 
disturb the status quo.” 
The Jewish administration in the Temple Mount said they were pleased with 
“the surprising rise in number of Jewish visitors to the Temple Mount. 
According to them, “the public votes with its feet, and strengthens the Jewish 
connection to the holiest place of the Jewish people.” 
They added: “We thank the visitors, rabbis and the police on the positive 
change it has made in recent years, which allowed for every Jewish person 
to visit the Temple Mount in comfort, and according to government 
limitations, which are slowly being removed as more and more Jews arrive to 
witness this holy place with respect.” 
 
HEBREW UNIVERSITY TO LAUNCH RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP WITH 
META AI (i24NEWS 10/26/22) 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem is set to open a joint doctoral program  
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with Meta AI, as part of a research partnership, the university announced 
Wednesday. 
The program will allow PhD students from the Hebrew University's School of 
Engineering and Computer Science to benefit from scholarships and 
mentorship from Meta AI, as well as access to the company's infrastructure. 
Meta AI is an artificial intelligence laboratory controlled by Meta Platforms, 
Inc. (formerly Facebook, Inc.). 
The partnership between Hebrew University and Meta AI also extends to the 
university's technology transfer company Yissum, the university said in a 
press release. 
Joint research will aim to enable advances in technology and will be 
published. 
University officials hailed the joint doctoral program's combination of 
theoretical and practical experiences, as well as its significance for Israel's 
second-oldest university. 
"This one-of-a-kind collaboration will allow Hebrew University PhD students 
to study at one of Israel's top universities and test their ideas in Meta's state-
of-the-art artificial intelligence lab," said Sara Cohen, dean of the Hebrew 
University's computer science and engineering department.  
Meta's decision to collaborate with the university "is proof of the scientific 
excellence of our institution and the commercial success that Yissum has 
achieved. The researchers of the university play a vital role in the market, 
and we are proud to facilitate this collaboration with Meta to impact the 
scientific community," Yissum CEO Dr. Itzik Goldwasser said. 
 
WHEN WILL WE LEARN TO CHOOSE RIGHT? (Karni Eldad, Israel Hayom 
10/25/22) 
The current political situation in Israel feels like "Groundhog Day" with each 
election round drawing frustration, and later cynicism. But just like the 
character of Bill Murray broke the cycle by changing his behavior, so can we. 
We can keep voting the same way we have voted until now, but let it not 
surprise you if no change occurs. Alternatively, we can reevaluate our 
perspective and learn from previous mistakes. That, perhaps, might bring 
about a different reality. 
Living in a country constantly at war, Israelis are used to placing security at 
the height of their considerations, if not the top. But in reality, there was no 
fundamental difference in how different politicians approached security: 
Avigdor Lieberman's policy did not differ much from Naftali Bennett's, and 
Netanyahu's from Lapid's. Each had the same considerations and each 
received dictates from the security system. 
The economy is another worrying aspect, but no party has so far shared any 
exciting announcements on the matter. The magic solutions that politicians 
talk about to lure in potential voters have either already been tried and failed 
or are already being implemented. We already know that none of the party 
leaders will fight in the major committees and thus impact our lives. 
The only essential difference between the parties is the political aspect. If the 
US pressures Israel, be it on evacuations or settlement building, the Left will 
cave in. The Right has more leverage. As you have probably noticed, I did 
not use the words "principles" or "ideology." The incessant election rounds 
have proved that very few politicians still possess them. 
Therefore, before the Nov. 1 election, we should think what officials would do 
under pressure. Would they cross the red line? Would Haredi lawmakers 
resign if an LGBTQ law is introduced? Or if a future Palestinian state is 
discussed? 
Another particularly disturbing matter is the connection between religion and 
state. Former Religious Affairs Minister Matan Kahana's reforms were 
supposed to redeem each aspect: kashrut, burial, marriage and divorce, 
LGBTQ, and the treatment of women. Had he succeeded in implementing his 
brave plan, Israel would be a different place today. And the confusion is real. 
Benny Gantz's State Party appeals to many right-wing voters, because it 
includes religious lawmakers Ze'ev Elkin and Kahana, who can also promote 
progressive and egalitarian projects to make Judaism more accessible. The 
only thing is that they have joined Gantz and Gadi Eisenkot, who openly  

support the establishment of a Palestinian state. 
I say this with sorrow: if the ideological gaps are of no concern for them, it is 
not ideology that leads them. 
 
LIEBERMAN DESERVES MORE THAN SIX SEATS (Nehemia Shtrasler, 
Ha’aretz 10/24/22) 
The past year and a half, during which Avigdor Lieberman has served as 
finance minister, have taught us what a thankless position this is. Precisely 
when you show courage, make the right moves and pull the economy out of 
the hole, the public shows you no gratitude – proven by the fact that in the 
last election Lieberman got seven seats, and now the polls show him with 
only five. 
Lieberman received the economy in the worst possible condition: a massive 
deficit, sky-high unemployment and negative growth. Benjamin Netanyahu, 
erroneously considered “Mr. Economy,” called on him to be as profligate as 
himself: “Immediately give financial and economic compensation like we did, 
and a generous safety net as well, furloughs, grants, and compensation.” 
But Lieberman loves the country. He didn’t want to continue with Bibi’s 
populist methods which have dragged us to he verge of disaster. He stopped 
the flow of tens of billions to grants and compensations, canceled the 
furloughs, stopped with the lockdowns and thus returned the economy to 
activity and growth. He submitted a responsible budget with many difficult 
reforms, which Netanyahu failed to do for two years, so that 2022 will end 
with a zero deficit, low unemployment and high growth – all opposite to the 
inheritance he received. 
Lieberman is also the first to put his hands into the fire, when he lowered 
tariffs and abolished unique (and protectionist) regulatory standards, despite 
fiery opposition by strong, well-connected pressure groups such as farmers 
and manufacturers. Thus he opened the door to price decreases. 
Regarding food, he has lowered tariffs on produce, meat, eggs, oils, sauces, 
pastries, jams, snacks and canned tuna – reaping vilification from farmers 
and Knesset members. He reformed the egg industry for the first time in 
history. He also abolished 97 unique regulations pertaining to popular food 
items such as pasta, chocolate and rice, and lowered tariffs and abolished 
regulations and barriers on hundreds of non-edible consumer items. We saw 
the initial fruits of his labors in the August and September consumer price 
indexes, which remained steady, with food prices even dropping. 
But Lieberman gets no credit for any of this. The media minimizes the 
change in trend and keeps scaring us with soaring prices, because that’s 
good for ratings. In addition, the public has no patience to wait until lower 
tariffs and removal of standards leads to increased competition and 
significantly lower prices. So instead of being appreciated for his brave steps, 
Lieberman is blamed for the price increases that have already occurred, and 
never mind that our inflation rate is half that in Europe and the U.S. Nobody 
even cares that this is an imported inflation with well-known causes: 
emergence from the COVID pandemic and the war in Ukraine. 
And there is a political angle to the story. Lieberman’s electoral base used to 
be new immigrants from the former Soviet states; today only the eldest 
remain. He used to be an extreme right-winger who hated on Arabs daily; 
today he is part of the change bloc, sitting in the government with Mansour 
Abbas. He used to be a close friend and ally of Arye Dery; today his main 
banner is fighting religious coercion. He used to talk here and there about the 
free market; today he’s implementing it in practice. He used to be 
Netanyahu’s ally; today he’s the most vehement of the “Anyone but Bibi” 
bloc. All this carries a price at the ballot box. The old base left because it 
doesn’t like the changes, whereas the new voters, who do like the change, 
come aboard only in dribs and drabs. 
Lieberman is also the anti-Teflon politician; everything sticks to him. Even a 
blood libel like that by Yossi Kamisa, a former Yisrael Beiteinu activist who 
claimed that Lieberman commissioned a murder. Of course the accusation is 
absurd and illogical, but it fits Lieberman’s scary face, his physique and the 
heavy Russian accent. Who said that we’re not racists? The bottom line is 
that he has been a pleasant surprise. He deserves more than six seats. 



  

These are the offspring of Noach, Noach was a tzaddik (righteous person), tamim (perfect) in his 

generation; Noach walked with G-d. And Noach begot three sons: Shem, Cham, and Yaphes. (6:10) 

The opening verses of Parshas Noach appear very disjointed. The first verse begins, “These are the offspring of 

Noach,” but before introducing us to Noach’s children, the Torah digresses to describe Noach as a tzaddik who 

walked with G-d. Why does the Torah interject with this description? 

Rashi quotes a Midrash, which explains that the Torah is teaching us that “the primary offspring of a person are their 

good deeds.” The Maharal elaborates that our good deeds are our “primary” offspring because insofar as we are 

given free will, we are completely responsible for those actions. They are ours. When producing children, on the 

other hand, we are just partners with G-d – and G-d is the main player. Our good deeds are, therefore, our “primary 

offspring.” 

The Kedushas Levi, in an alternate approach, understands that the Torah here is actually taking Noach to task for his 

inability to positively influence others. There is another form of offspring that we have the ability to produce: students 

or those who learn from us. The Torah is teaching us that Noach’s offspring was limited to just his three sons because 

he was not able to influence his generation. Though he was a “tzaddik” and a “tamim,” “Noach walked with G-d” i.e. 

alone with G-d and did not involve himself with the spiritual needs and education of others. Contrast this with 

Avraham Avinu, about whom the Torah never says, “These are the offspring of Avraham,” because Avraham’s 

“offspring” went well beyond his biological children. 

Indeed, our primary offspring are our good deeds, but how much greater is it when those good deeds produce their 

own offspring. We may not all think of ourselves as teachers, but each and every one of us has something to offer. 

When an opportunity arises for us to make a positive impact on someone else’s life, we should jump at the chance. 

To learn more about one such opportunity, please read the paragraph below. 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org 

Noach 5783 

 

Presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Kollel Scholar and Director of Special Projects 
From our archives 

 

Our Primary Offspring 

Greater Washington Community Kollel is excited to be reintroducing LINKS, an in-person one-on-one 

learning program that matches more experienced learners with people seeking to deepen their knowledge 

and connection to Judaism. This program relies on dedicated volunteer mentors willing to give up their time to 

share their knowledge with another and also on members of the community ready to share information about the 

program with their Jewish friends, family, and acquaintances around Greater Washington. Please join us in this 

important endeavor. For more information or to volunteer, please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps: hshaps@linksgw.org. 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

And Shem and Yefes took a garment, laid it upon both their 

shoulders … and they covered their father (9:23).   

“Rav Yochanan taught: Shem initiated the mitzvah, therefore his 

children merited the mitzvah of wearing tzitzis on their garments” 

(Bereishis Rabbah 36:6).  

When Avraham refused the King of Sodom’s offer of the spoils of war, 

he replied, “If so much as a thread or shoe strap, or if I shall take 

anything from you” (Lech L’cha 14:23).   

“In the merit of Avraham mentioning thread, his descendants merited 

the mitzvah of wearing tzitzis on their garments” (Sotah 17a).   

Did we merit the mitzvah because Shem covered Noach or because 

Avraham refused the thread?   

 

The fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every 

beast of the earth and every bird of the heavens (9:2).  

What halachic implication does this verse have? 

 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. I was a box. 

2. I was later used as a “hanger.” 

3. I was a life saver. 

4. I later caused death. 

 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I had a tower. 

2. I had a Talmud. 

3. I am the drain. 

4. I am mixed together. 

 

 

 
#1 Sun (I ruled with another, Some confuse me with a 

male child, I referred to Yaakov, When I leave, Shabbos 

comes.) 

#2 Chava (I was created from surgery, My title describes 

my source, My name defines my purpose, I caused pain.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 
Last week’s riddle:  

During which two times of the year is the “Shemonei Esrei” in Eretz 

Yisrael different from the one outside Eretz Yisrael (besides for the 

second day of yomtov)? 

Answer: 1) During Chol Hamoed Succos and Pesach - in Eretz Yisrael 

they do not recite in musaf the korbanos for two days of Chol Hamoed, 

only for one day.  2) In Eretz Yisrael, they begin to recite ‘Vsein tal 

umatar livracha’ on 7 Cheshvan, while outside of Eretz Yisrael it is 

begun on December 4 or 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In parashas Noach (9:25-27), Noach curses his son Cham’s son Canaan and condemns 

him (three times!) to slavery. In the Jewish tradition (e.g., Sanhedrin 108b), Cham and his 

descendants are associated with dark skin, and so as far back as a millennium ago there 

were apparently those who invoked Noach’s curse in explanation (or justification) of the 

enslavement of Africans (“Cushites,” after Cham’s son Cush). Ibn Ezra, however, rejects 

this idea: 

They have forgotten that the first king to rule after the flood was a Cushite. Thus it is 

written (10:6-10), “[And Cush begot Nimrod …] The beginning of his kingdom was 

Babel …” [Thus the curse was put on the Canaanites and not on all of Cham’s 

descendants.] 

The institution of slavery is taken for granted by the Torah, to the extent that it declares 

(Vayikra 25:44-46): 

Your slave or your maidservant whom you may own, from the gentiles who surround 

you, from among them you may purchase a slave or a maidservant. … You shall hold them 

as a heritage for your children after you to inherit as a possession, you shall work with 

them forever … 

There is a dispute between the Sages of the Mishnah and the Talmud over the meaning 

of the emphasized phrase: R. Yishmael understands it to be optional - it is permitted to 

work with them forever, while R. Akiva understands it to be mandatory - it is actually 

generally prohibited to manumit a slave (Gittin 38b). The halachah follows the latter view 

(Shulchan Aruch YD 267:79). (It should be noted, however, that nowhere in the halachah 

of slavery is there any distinction between dark and light skinned people, but only 

between Jewish slaves and non-Jewish slaves.) 

But despite the clear acceptance of slavery by the Torah, there are nevertheless some 

anti-slavery voices in our tradition. R. Meir Simcha of Dvinsk (Bereishis 47:21) notes that 

a close reading of the Biblical text indicates that when the desperate Egyptians offered 

themselves as slaves to Pharaoh in exchange for grain during the great famine in the time 

of Yosef, the latter apparently declined their offer and accepted only their land. R. Meir 

Simcha explains that: 

Yosef greatly loathed the economic relationship of slavery, for one man to rule over 

another to his detriment (from Koheles 8:9) 

 

 Women’s Classes with Mrs. Sara Malka Winter resume this week!  
    

    
Monday: 

Parsha Journeys 
8:15pm  - On Zoom 

 

    
Tuesday: 

Sefer Bereishis: An In-depth Study  
8:15pm – at SEHC, 10900 Lockwood Dr. 

 Zoom info at gwckollel.org  

http://thegreaterwashingtoncommunitykollel.com/about
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