
COVID-19 Updates 
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccine (16

years of age or older), but who chooses to not be vaccinated may attend
YISE Minyanim and events with the following guidelines. Unvaccinated
individuals must remain masked at all times while in the Shul building,
including at Kiddushes and/or other events containing food. Masks may
not be removed to eat or drink. Exceptions will be made for private
functions being held at the Shul, but that are not Shul sponsored events.

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not come to shul:
fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills, muscle aches, sore throat, severe
cough, headache, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion or
runny nose, or new loss of sense of taste or smell. If you have tested
positive for COVID, you should follow the CDC guidelines.

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for children under 16.
• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE building.
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return our
lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we navigate
this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals and as a
community.

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by Joey Franco - Mortgage Banker - 301-529-5387. 
 

YISE Youth Announcements 
Teen Minyan - The Teen Minyan, led by Rabbi Moshe Holzer, meets at 9:15 
AM every Shabbos in The House next to the Shul. Kiddush is served after 
davening. 
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, October 1, from 10:00 AM until Shul ends. 
Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler room off the Lower Lobby. 
Ages 2-5 years (drop off) in the room behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years will 
meet at Shomrai and walk to the Yeshiva. For more information, contact 
Debbie Katz at dkatz@yise.org  
Shabbos Group for 5th and 6th Grade Girls will gather in the front yard of 
The House next to the Shul promptly at 10 am and go inside together. See 
flyer for details. 
Junior Congregation for boys in grades 4 - 6 with Jay Marcus Meet in the 
Lower Lobby at 9:55 and walk to the Yeshiva at 10:00. 
Calling All Rising 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi Rosenbaum is learning weekly 
with rising 5th and 6th grade boys one hour before Mincha in the YISE Social 
Hall. Bring your hard questions! Refreshments will be served. The Shiur will 
resume on October 8. 
Simchas Torah Schmooze and Ice Cream with Rebbetzin Aliza Postelnek 
for middle school girls on Simchas Torah morning, 10:35 AM – 11:15 AM at 
The House. See flyer for details. 

Shabbos Schedule 
Minyan locations are B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, 

S = Social Hall, LBM = Large Beis Medrash, 
SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House 

Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 6:34
• Mincha: 6:35 (B), 6:30 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi,

LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 6:00 (B), 5:55 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends: 7:31
Divrei Torah/Shiurim:
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Yitzhak

Grossman
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Postelnek 
There are no kiddushes this Shabbos. 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shuvah Shorts 
Sept. 30 - Oct. 1, 2022 - 6 Tishrei 5783 - Parshas Vayeilech, Light Candles by 6:34 - Havdalah 7:31 
October 4-5, 2022 - 10 Tishrei 5783 – Yom Kippur, Light Candles by 6:27 - Havdalah 7:24 

Mazal Tov 
• Tzivia Bramson on the engagement of her grandson Noach

Weinstein to Henny Beer of Lakewood. Mazal Tov to the
parents Renee & Mayer Weinstein and to Tzipora & Moshe
Beer.

• Great-grandmother Shonny Kugler and grandparents
Terumah & BenZion Kugler and family on the birth of a girl
to her grandchildren Dassi & Yosef Kugler.

Yom Kippur Schedule 
 ּוְתִפָּלה 

Tuesday, October 4: 
• Mincha: 3:00 (B, S, Sephardi, LBM)
• Light Candles by 6:27
• Kol Nidre: 6:30 (B, S, Sephardi, LBM)
Wednesday, October 5:
• Shacharis: 8:00 (B, S, Sephardi, LBM)
• Yizkor not before: 10:45 (B, S)
• Yom Kippur ends: 7:24

YISE Programs and Listings 
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on 
the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and Holidays by 
learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos 
morning. The Shiur will be given by Rabbi Postelnek this Shabbos. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman will give 
the Gemara Shiur after the Hashkamah Minyan, learning Maseches 
Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. 
Lulavim & Esrogim - Pickup will be at YISE on Thursday, October 6, 4:00 
PM - 9:00 PM. Payment at pickup - check payable to Josh Breitstein, or 
cash. 
Shul Sukkah - Volunteers are needed to erect the Shul Sukkah. Do a 
Mitzvah and come to the Shul on Thursday, October 6, the day after Yom 
Kippur, at 4:30 PM to help erect the Sukkah. In the event of rain, the 
Sukkah will be built on Sunday, October 9, at 10:30 AM. For more 
information contact Stuart Cohen, 301-943-5153 or szcohen@aol.com 
Come Join Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class on Zoom! Bikur 
Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee: Rabbi 
Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, October 3, 
from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more info., contact Miriam 
Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
 

 ּוְתׁשּוָבה 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Shabbos Shuvah Drasha will take

place this Shabbos at 6:25 PM in the Belonofsky Sanctuary.
• Annual Teshuva Drasha with Rabbi Yissocher Frand will

take place on Monday, October 3, at 8:30 PM in the
Belonofsky Sanctuary. This year’s Drasha is dedicated in
memory of Rabbi Joseph Friedman Z”L, the founder of this
event 20 years ago. See flyer for details.

Condolences 
• Kitty Wertheimer on the passing of her brother, Dr. Gerald

Elkan. The funeral took place in Raleigh, NC. Kitty will
observe Shiva from Sunday morning through Tuesday
afternoon at 1111 University Blvd W., Apt. 216. Visitors are
requested Sunday and Monday 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 2:00
PM - 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM, and on Tuesday 9:00
AM - 1:00 PM.
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Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur 
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can 
all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health 
arrives speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of 
different remote learning options. These options are now available for 
sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to 
commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also 
a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while 
helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of 
revenue are not available. 
 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at 
$18 (per day):  
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and 
Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for 
sponsorship at $54 each. 
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each. 
 
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
Simi & Sammy Franco and Sahra & Yale Ginsburg wish a happy 
belated birthday to Rabbi Rosenbaum whose birthday was this past 
week! Ad Me’ah V’Esrim! 

 
 

 

 

Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for 
this Past Week: 

Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of 

Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur. 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur 
• Cindy, Joel and Ilana Bauman in memory of Cindy’s brothers, on 

the 5th of Tishrei, Louis Cooper, Levi Yitzchak Ben Shaul Hakohen 
and Allan Cooper, Aharon Leib Ben Shaul Hakohen. 

Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Shabbos Shuva Drasha 
• Marilyn & Judd Lifschitz 

 
 
 

 

Weekday Shiurim 
Options for in-person and remote learning are listed below. For the 

latest list and times, go to: 
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed by a 
15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday through Friday, 9:30 AM, 
Zoom A, will not take place on Tuesday, October 4, and 
Wednesday, October 5. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed by a 
15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:30 PM 
(note new time), Zoom A, will not take place on Tuesday, October 
4, and Wednesday, October 5. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual 
self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A, will resume on Friday, October 7. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, now 
learning Mishlei, Zoom A, will resume on Wednesday, October 26. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning Sefer 
Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A, will resume on 
Wednesday, October 19. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - Sunday 
mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM. Shiurim: 
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel 
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced Jew - Rabbi 

Hillel Shaps 
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging Parsha Topics 

- Rabbi Menachem Winter 
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays at 

10:00 AM, Zoom C. 
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 

8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps, 
hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361. 
• For Men: 

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page Gemara - 
Zoom D. 

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading Responsa 
- Zoom E, will resume after Sukkos. 

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei Hatorah 
Gemara Skills Building - Zoom F, will resume after 
Sukkos. 

• For Women: 
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, will resume after 

Sukkos. 
• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM. Join the 

fastest growing Halacha learning program in the world! Now back 
in person at YISE. Register at gwckollel.org/scp New session will 
start on Tuesday, November 1. 

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin, Sunday 
through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco Beit Midrash. 

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social Hall, 9:00 PM - 
10:00 PM For more information, contact Rabbi Levy 240-423-
8810. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s 
Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 9:00 AM, studying 
Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B, will resume on Monday, October 24. 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 
1:30 PM, “Yamim Noraim and the Parsha”, in-person in the Small 
Beis Medrash and on Zoom G. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, 
learning Maseches Bava Metzia. Wednesday evenings on Zoom, 
will resume on Wednesday, October 26. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the 
meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 or 929-205-6099 and enter the 
meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn 
Zoom E: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom F: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
 
 

 
 

  ּוְצָדָקה
• Yad Yehuda Yamim Nora’im Appeal - Yad Yehuda plans to spend 

over $90,000 to feed hundreds of individuals in need across our 
community on Shabbos and Yom Tov between Rosh Hashanah and 
Sukkos, and provide Lulav & Esrog sets as needed. These expenditures 
are beyond the assistance we provide recipient households each month. 
You can help bring Simchas Yom Tov to your neighbors by donating 
generously at www.yadyehuda.org 

• Franco Foundation Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur Appeal - The 
Franco Foundation reaches individuals and families in our community 
unable to make ends meet. Over the years, and entirely with our local 
community’s support, the Foundation has provided a safety net to cover 
their basic needs. The Foundation absorbs all administrative expenses, 
so your entire contribution goes to those in need. Please send your tax-
deductible donation today to: The Franco Foundation, c/o Allan 
Franco, 613 Bromley Street, Silver Spring, MD 20902 or through 
PayPal, at thefrancofoundation@gmail.com Tax ID: 52-2172267. You 
can also email Allan at thefrancofoundation@gmail.com 

• Yom Tov Food Drive - Please contribute food to the Capital Kosher 
Pantry’s Pre-Rosh Hashanah Food Drive. Suggested items include 
honey bears, grape juice, soup mix, gefilte fish, pareve chocolate chips, 
canned olives, Yahrzeit candles, Shabbos candles, tea lights and 
Havdalah candles. Drop off at Shalom Kosher, Moti’s Market, KMS, 
YISE or at the Capital Kosher Pantry, 1910 University Blvd. W., Silver 
Spring, MD 20902. 
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The Week Ahead Sunday 
October 2 

Monday 
October 3 

Tuesday, Oct. 4 
Erev Yom Kippur 

Wednesday, Oct. 5 
Yom Kippur 

Thursday 
October 6 

 

Friday 
October 7 

 
Shacharis 

Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:00, 7:00, 8:15 5:45, 6:05, 8:15 6:00, 6:35, 8:30  
See 

Yom Kippur 
Schedule 

6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 
 Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 6:30 6:30 See 
Yom Kippur 

Schedule 

6:30 See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 6:25 6:25 6:25 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:52 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:19 AM, Latest Netz: 7:11 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 10:01 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:28 PM, Earliest Shkia: 6:39 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 7:29 PM 

Community Programs & Listings 
Erev Yom Kippur Mikvah for Men - The Mikvah Emunah Society of Greater Washington is pleased to offer use of the Wallerstein Mikvah in Kemp 
Mill to men on Erev Yom Kippur, 7:30 AM - 2:00 PM. Volunteers are needed as well. Please see https://mikvahemunah.com/men for all the info. To 
volunteer, contact Howie Schulman at 301-213- 2429 (call or text) or email drhowies@gmail.com  
Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a 
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209. 
Sukkah Building - The YGW Boys' senior class of 2023 is building and taking down Sukkahs to raise money for their Israel trip. For times and prices, 
contact ygwseniors2023@gmail.com or text (240)-381-1802. 
Repair the Sea - Every year, approximately six million tons of human-made trash enter the water, posing health and safety hazards to the animals that call 
the sea their home. Marine debris is a blatant violation of the fundamental Jewish ethical principle Bal Tashchit. Repair the Sea organizes a local clean-up 
on the Sunday between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Visit https://www.repairthesea.org/rt2022 Select Register as Participant Select Maryland – 
Silver Spring - One Ocean Scuba to be added to our team. October 2, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM at Arcola Local Park 11501 Channing Drive. 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, October 19, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
Camp Chaverim Early Bird Registration for 2023 is now open! Lock in your spot today by signing up at chaverimovernight.com  
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 
 
 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Thursday, October 6 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: Monday/Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 

Tuesday (Erev Yom Kippur)/Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM, 
Wednesday - Closed - Yom Kippur 

       Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi       Simi Franco - Office Manager 

 

Next Shabbos 
October 7 - 8, 2022 - 13 Tishrei 5783 

Parshas Haazinu 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 6:23 
• Mincha: 6:25 (B), 6:20 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 6:20 (B), 6:15 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 7:20 

  
 
 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Simchas Torah Day Learning for Women - Back by popular demand! Mrs. Sharon Freundel will discuss “The Last 8 Verses of the Torah,” and 
Mrs. Atara Rosenbaum will discuss “With One Heart: Learning to Feel Connected to Every Jew,” in the Belonofsky Sanctuary on Simchas Torah 
morning, Tuesday, October 18, from 10:00 AM to 11:15 AM, sponsored by YISE Women's Learning Initiative. 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a series on the laws of Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at the 
home of David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at 
rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos The Shiur will resume after Sukkos, on Tuesday, October 25. 
Kristallnacht Commemoration Program - Featuring Ruth Zimbler, presented by YISE and KMS on Sunday, October 30, 7:30 PM on Zoom, 
Meeting ID: 655 813 1022, Passcode: 365636. See flyer for details. 
Bug Checking Seminar - Hands-on presentation with Rabbi Sholom Tendler of the Star-K. Sunday, November 6, 8:00 PM - 9:30 PM in the 
Social Hall and on Zoom A. Open to men and women. Co-sponsored by YISE, KMS, and Ohr HaTorah. For more info, please contact Miriam 
Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com See flyer for details. 
Online YISE Cholim List - Go to https://wp.yise.org/cholim to add a name to the list. The list is used at the 8:45 Minyan on Monday, Thursday, 
and Shabbos. For questions about Mi Sheberach guidelines, contact Rabbi Rosenbaum. For other questions contact Seth Katz at sethkatz@yise.org 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know 
when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, has a current need at this time. Please sign up to volunteer if you can. 
For more information or if you need help signing up, please contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 
301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org 
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To All 5th & 6th 
Grade Girls....

EXCITING NEW SHABBOS GROUP

Every Shabbos Morning
 

In The YISE House (next to Shul)
 
 

10:00-11:15
 
 

Starting September 10th





 
 

Calling all 
5th and 6th 
grade boys 

Please join Rabbi Rosenbaum and 
your friends for Torah Learning 

 
  

 Every Shabbos afternoon 
 one hour before Mincha 

  
 Bring your hardest questions! 

  
Shabbos Refreshments Will Be 

Served!! 
 

One hour before Mincha 
 YISE Social Hall 

 

 
 



SUNDAYSUNDAY
Greater Washington
Community Kollel 
in conjunction with 
Young Israel 
Shomrai Emunah BRUNCH

& LEARN
Sunday Mornings

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah, 1132 Arcola Ave. Breakfast: 9:30am - Classes 9:45-10:30am Men's programming - Free of charge

Topic
TBD

For more info please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org or 347-869-9361

Four GREAT learning options 
to choose from !

Illuminating
Inquiries in Halacha

Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel

Judaism 102: 
 Fundamentals for 

the experienced Jew
Rabbi Hillel Shaps

Navigating Navi
Sefer Yehoshua

Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman

Parsha Perspectives

Rabbi Menachem Winter

 An Exploration of engaging
Parsha topics

Schedule change for

Rosh Chodesh Elul,

Sunday, Aug 28:

Breakfast: 9:50am

Classes: 10:05am



 ORGANIZATIONAL SPONSORS: 

Aish Hatorah of Greater Washington

Congregation Ezras Israel-Rockville

Cong. Ohev Sholom Talmud Torah of Olney

Kehillas Ohr HaTorah

Kemp Mill Synagogue

Kesher Israel-Georgetown Synagogue

Melvin J. Berman Hebrew Academy

Ohev Sholom-The National Synagogue

Southeast Hebrew Congregation

The Greater Washington Comm. Kollel

Torah School of Greater Washington

Woodside Synagogue Ahavas Torah

Yeshiva of Greater Washington

Young Israel of Potomac

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah  

For more information, please contact 
Rabbi Avraham Rappaport 443.790.6541

The Greater Washington Jewish Community is invited to

MONDAY NIGHT
OCTOBER 3RD | 8:30 PM

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah
1132 Arcola Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 

Men and Women 
are Invited

THE INSPIRING ANNUAL 

©
TheA

dvertiser 410-764-3787

CORPORATE SPONSORS: 

Premier Financial

BY WORLDRENOWN LECTURER

RABBI YISSOCHER FRAND

TESHUVA 
DRASHA

Capital Locksmith Co.

Jack Exler, President

301-213-5353

www.MDMOHEL.com

BACK IN PERSON!

OSTT OLNEY
Daf Yomi Group

zoom.us/j/3013281834

SMART SUPPLY CO.
Micah Katz, President

301-948-8001

R’ Avraham Rappaport, CLTC

Yaniv Natanov, Eli Rappaport

240-309-6001

This year’s Drasha is dedicated  
Rabbi Joseph Friedman Z”L, the founder  

of this event 20 years ago.







 

 

Come to YISE for a hands-on Bug Checking presentation   

by Rabbi Sholom Tendler of the STAR-K 
 
  Where: YISE – 1132 Arcola Avenue, Silver Spring, MD   

in the Social Hall or by Zoom 
Connection details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the 
meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 or 929-205-6099 and enter   
the meeting ID & password: Meeting ID: 416 963 9000, 
password 492019 

 
  When:  Sunday, November 6, 2022 
 
  Time:  8:00 PM – 9:30 PM 
 
Co-sponsored by YISE, KMS, and Ohr HaTorah 

 
   Program free of charge for men and women 
   Thrips cloths available for $5 

Rabbi Sholom Tendler is both an ordained graduate of Ner Israel 
Rabbinical College and a recipient of a Master’s of Science degree in 
education from Johns Hopkins University. As a Kashrus Administrator, 
he is responsible for overseeing a number of STAR-K certified facilities 
and conducting kosher-organic inspections. 

* For more info, please contact: Miriam Friedman – 
mfriedman2@yahoo.com 

 
 



Ruth Mondschein Zimbler was born in Vienna, Austria in
1928. Several months after the German annexation of
Austria, Ruth and her brother, Walter, watched the
destruction of the largest synagogue in Vienna from their
apartment on November 10, 1938, during
Kristallnacht.Concerned about their children’s safety
Ruth’s parents sent Ruth and her brother on the first
Kindertransport out of Vienna.  Ruth and her family
eventually made it to safety in New York City in late 1939.  

A KRISTALLNACHt

Commemoration Program 

featuring 

Kemp Mill Synagogue andYoung Israel Shomrai Emunah present:

Children grades 6 and above are encouraged to attend.
This program will be open captioned.

On Kristallnacht, November 9-10, 1938, Nazis in Germany, Austria and 
Sudetenland torched synagogues, vandalized Jewish homes and businesses and 

killed close to 100 Jews.

Sunday, October 30, 2022
7:30 pm

Zoom ID:  655 813 1022
Passcode:365636

ruth zimbler 



Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
Torah as Song – Moses’ long and tempestuous 
career is about to end. With words of blessing and 
encouragement he hands on the mantle of leadership 
to his successor Joshua, saying “I am a hundred and 
twenty years old now, and I may no longer able to 
enter and to leave, since the Lord has told me, ‘You 
shall not cross this Jordan.’” 
  As Rashi notes, it is written, “shall not”, although 
Moses is still physically capable. He is still in full 
bodily vigour, “his eyes had not grown dim, nor his 
vitality fled.” But he has reached the end of his 
personal road. The time had come for another age, a 
new generation, and a different kind of leader. 
  But before he takes his leave of life, God has one 
last command for him, and through him, for the 
future.  “So now write down this Song and teach it to 
the Children of Israel. Place it in their mouths, that 
this Song may be My witness against them.” 
  The plain sense of the verse is that God was 
commanding Moses and Joshua to write out the song 
that follows, that of Ha’azinu. So Rashi and 
Nahmanides understand it. But the Oral Tradition 
read it differently. According to the Sages, “So now 
write down this Song” applies to the Torah as a 
whole. Thus the last of all the 613 commands is to 
write – or at least take part in writing, if only a single 
letter – a Torah scroll. Here is Maimonides’ 
statement of the law: Every Israelite is commanded 
to write a Torah scroll for himself, as it says, “Now 
therefore write this song,” meaning, “Write for 
yourselves [a complete copy of] the Torah that 
contains this song,” since we do not write isolated 
passages of the Torah [but only a complete scroll]. 
Even if one has inherited a Torah scroll from his 
parents, nonetheless it is a mitzvah to write one for 
oneself, and one who does so is as if he had received 
[the Torah] from Mount Sinai. One who does not 
know how to write a scroll may engage [a scribe] to 
do it for him, and whoever corrects even one letter is 
as if he has written a whole scroll. 
  Why this command? Why then, at the end of 
Moses’ life? Why make it the last of all the 
commands? And if the reference is to the Torah as a 
whole, why call it a “song”? 
  The Oral Tradition is here hinting at a set of very 
deep ideas. First, it is telling the Israelites, and us in 
every generation, that it is not enough to say, “We 
received the Torah from Moses,” or “from our 
parents.” We have to take the Torah and make it new 
in every generation. We have to write our own scroll. 
The point about the Torah is not that it is old but that 
it is new; it is not just about the past but about the 
future. It is not simply some ancient document that 
comes from an earlier era in the evolution of society. 
It speaks to us, here, now – but not without our 
making the effort to write it again. 
  There are two Hebrew words for an inheritance: 
nachalah and yerushah/ morashah. They convey 
different ideas. Nachalah is related to the word 
nachal, meaning a river, a stream. As water flows 
downhill, so an inheritance flows down the 
generations. It happens naturally. It needs no effort 
on our part. 
  A yerushah / morashah is different. Here the verb is 
active. It means to take possession of something by a 
positive deed or effort. The Israelites received the 
land as a result of God’s promise to Abraham. It was 

their legacy, their nachalah, but they nonetheless had 
to fight battles and win wars. Lehavdil, Mozart and 
Beethoven were both born to musical fathers. Music 
was in their genes, but their art was the result of 
almost endless hard work. Torah is a morashah, not a 
nachalah. We need to write it for ourselves, not 
merely inherit it from our ancestors. 
  And why call the Torah a Song? Because if we are 
to hand on our faith and way of life to the next 
generation, it must sing. Torah must be affective, not 
just cognitive. It must speak to our emotions. As 
Antonio Damasio showed empirically in Descartes’ 
Error[2], though the reasoning part of the brain is 
central to what makes us human, it is the limbic 
system, the seat of the emotions, that leads us to 
choose this way, not that. If our Torah lacks passion, 
we will not succeed in passing it on to the future. 
Music is the affective dimension of communication, 
the medium through which we express, evoke, and 
share emotion. Precisely because we are creatures of 
emotion, music is an essential part of the vocabulary 
of humankind. 
  Music has a close association with spirituality. As 
Rainer Maria Rilke put it: Words still go softly out 
towards the unsayable. 
  And music always new, from palpitating stones  
uilds in useless space its godly home. 
  Song is central to the Judaic experience. We do not 
pray; we daven, meaning we sing the words we 
direct toward Heaven. Nor do we read the Torah. 
Instead we chant it, each word with its own 
cantillation. Even rabbinical texts are never merely 
studies; we chant them with the particular sing-song 
known to all students of Talmud. Each time and text 
has its specific melodies. The same prayer may be 
sung to half-a-dozen different tunes depending on 
whether it is part of the morning, afternoon, or 
evening service, and whether the day is a weekday, a 
Sabbath, a festival, or one of the High Holy Days. 
There are different cantillations for biblical readings, 
depending on whether the text comes from Torah, 
the prophets, or the Ketuvim, ‘the writings’. Music is 
the map of the Jewish spirit, and each spiritual 
experience has its own distinctive melodic 
landscape. 
  Judaism is a religion of words, and yet whenever 
the language of Judaism aspires to the spiritual it 
modulates into song, as if the words themselves 
sought escape from the gravitational pull of finite 
meanings. Music speaks to something deeper than 
the mind. If we are to make Torah new in every 
generation, we have to find ways of singing its song 
a new way. The words never change, but the music 
does. 
  A previous Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Avraham 
Shapiro, once told me a story about two great 
rabbinic Sages of the nineteenth century, equally 
distinguished scholars, one of whom lost his children 
to the secular spirit of the age, the other of whom 
was blessed by children who followed in his path. 
The difference between them was this, he said: when 
it came to seudah shlishit, the third Sabbath meal, 
the former spoke words of Torah while the latter 
sang songs. His message was clear. Without an 
affective dimension – without music – Judaism is a 
body without a soul. It is the songs we teach our 
children that convey our love of God. 
  Some years ago, one of the leaders of world Jewry 

wanted to find out what had happened to the 
“missing Jewish children” of Poland, those who, 
during the war, had been adopted by Christians 
families and brought up as Catholics. He decided 
that the easiest way was through food. He organised 
a large banquet and placed advertisements in the 
Polish press, inviting whoever believed they had 
been born a Jew to come to this free dinner. 
Hundreds came, but the evening was on the brink of 
disaster since none of those present could remember 
anything of their earliest childhood – until the man 
asked the person sitting next to him if he could 
remember the song his Jewish mother had sung to 
him before going to sleep. He began to sing 
Rozhinkes mit Mandlen (‘Raisins and Almonds’) the 
old Yiddish lullaby. Slowly others joined in, until the 
whole room was a chorus. Sometimes all that is left 
of Jewish identity is a song. 
  Rabbi Yechiel Michael Epstein (1829-1908) in the 
introduction to the Aruch HaShulchan, Choshen 
Mishpat, writes that the Torah is compared to a song 
because, to those who appreciate music, the most 
beautiful choral sound is a complex harmony with 
many different voices singing different notes. So, he 
says, it is with the Torah and its myriad 
commentaries, its “seventy faces”. Judaism is a 
choral symphony scored for many voices, the 
Written Text its melody, the Oral Tradition its 
polyphony. 
  So it is with a poetic sense of closure that Moses’ 
life ends with the command to begin again in every 
generation, writing our own scroll, adding our own 
commentaries, the people of the book endlessly 
reinterpreting the book of the people, and singing its 
song. The Torah is God’s libretto, and we, the Jewish 
people, are His choir. Collectively we have sung 
God’s Song. We are the performers of His choral 
symphony. And though when Jews speak they often 
argue, when they sing, they sing in harmony, because 
words are the language of the mind but music is the 
language of the soul. 
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
"One Verse, Many Lessons” - We met in a 
Jerusalem café, and I must admit that, although they 
recognized me, I neither recognized nor even 
recalled any of them. That is, until they began to 
reminisce about their common experience as 
students of mine. Suddenly, the many intervening 
years evaporated, and I felt as if I was back in that 
classroom of so long ago. 
  Let me tell you about the class, which was no 
ordinary one. My wife and I were then living in a 
suburb of Washington, DC, where I was pursuing 
postgraduate studies at the Washington School of 
Psychiatry. To help make ends meet, I taught adult 
education classes for the local Jewish Federation. 
  The director of the program informed me that, 
although the prospective students had high levels of 
secular education, their Jewish educations ranged 
from considerable to negligible. It would be my task 
to create a curriculum which would be challenging 
intellectually, but which would also meet the needs 
of a religiously very diverse group. 
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  Likutei Divrei Torah2
  I agreed to teach the class and created a course 
entitled "The Very Last Mitzvah in the Torah." About 
ten or twelve adults signed up for the class—mostly 
men, as I recall, but with two or three women as 
well. Until the meeting that I am about to describe, 
the only feedback I was given came in the form of a 
note from the program director that the student 
evaluations of my teaching were satisfactory, and 
that I was requested to teach another course the next 
semester. 
  More than four decades later, I found myself sitting 
with four members of that group and learning that 
lifelong friendships had developed between all the 
members of the class, and that four of the students 
had made aliyah and created lives for themselves in 
Israel. They were eager to catch me up on the details 
of their lives but preferred at first to reminisce. 
  Almost simultaneously and in unison, they recited 
the verse that was the core of the entire course. This 
verse is to be found in this week's Torah portion, 
Parshat Vayelech. It reads, "Write down this song 
and teach it to the people of Israel; put it in their 
mouths..." 
  They went on to recall the difficulty I had 
convincing them, and their equally argumentative 
classmates, that these words were a command to all 
Jews, for all future generations, to write a Torah 
scroll for themselves, or to have one written for 
them.  One of them, let's call him Sheldon, insisted 
that we, at least at first, limit our conversation to the 
effect that this verse had upon the lives of each of 
them. He began with his own story: "When I signed 
up for the class, I did so in a state of total ignorance 
of Judaism. I had moved to Washington to take up a 
position in an insurance company. I was alone and 
lonely and signed up for the course more for 
companionship than for scholarship. I soon changed 
my attitude and remember asking you about the best 
way to begin to gain more knowledge about my 
faith. You referred to the verse we all just recited and 
told me that the best thing I could do was to take any 
translation of the Chumash, the Five Books of 
Moses, and simply read it through from beginning to 
end. I did so, and I was hooked." 
  Let's refer to the second fellow to chime in as Dan. 
He elaborated upon Sheldon's remarks and informed 
me that Sheldon was being excessively modest. "I 
want you to know that ever since that first exposure 
to the Chumash, Sheldon has never failed to 
complete the entire book every year, usually with a 
different rabbinic commentary each year. At our 
meetings, he inevitably catches us up with his latest 
Torah insights." 
  Sheldon was not long in prodding Dan to boast a 
bit about the direction in which this one verse in our 
parsha had taken Dan. So Dan let us in on some of 
his story: "I remember how you had asked us to 
imagine the Jewish people living for a long period of 
time with no knowledge of the Torah, without even 
an awareness of its existence. We resisted this 
assignment, partly because we were convinced that 
this never could have happened. It is inconceivable 
that there could have been a time when the entire 
Jewish people were ignorant of the Torah. But then 
you read to us the story in the Book of Kings II, 
chapters 22 and 23 as I recall, in which the Torah 
was rediscovered during the reign of King Josiah, 
after having been forgotten for more than a 
generation. I became interested then, not only in the 
Five Books of Moses, but in all of the Bible. I 
eventually earned a doctorate in biblical history and 
have written more than one book on the subject." 
  At that point, Dan's surname came into clearer 
focus for me, and I told him that I had indeed read 
one of his books. I apologized to him that I no longer 
owned it because I had recently donated the greater 
portion of my library to my former synagogue and to 
a local yeshiva. 

  It was now the chance for the third person in our 
group to take center stage. "There is something that I 
remember from that class that fits right in to what 
you just told us—that you have donated so many of 
your books to others to study," he said. "You had 
taught us that one of the Medieval rabbinic 
authorities, perhaps Rabbenu Asher, had ruled that if 
one distributed any sacred book to others to read and 
study, it was as if he had written his own Torah 
scroll. I don't know whether or not you have ever 
written a Torah scroll, but you fulfilled the last 
mitzvah of the Torah by sharing your books with 
others." 
  It was now the turn for group member number four. 
"There is one thing that you said in passing that 
remained with me all these years. I was then a 
student of musicology, a cherished subject which 
never eventuated in a career for me. But I was 
intrigued by a statement you quoted from a man you 
identified as one of your most inspiring rabbinic 
figures. Long afterwards, I learned that it was Rav 
Kook who made the statement. You pointed out that 
the verse we were studying refers to the Torah as a 
song, as music. Rav Kook went further and said that 
just as music has its rules, so too do rules have their 
music. That was such an important lesson for me. I 
came to the class from a very observant background, 
but I was turned off by the many rules that 
comprised the Judaism I was taught. The notion that 
rules have their own music has been a lifelong 
inspirational lesson for me and has enabled me to 
better appreciate the rules of Jewish observance." 
  The conversation ended, and we said our goodbyes. 
Walking home, I debated inwardly about whether or 
not I should write about this experience. I was proud 
beyond words that such a worthy group remembered 
and valued my teaching. I asked myself whether or 
not it would be appropriate for me to share this 
flattering experience with my readers. 
  I had just about decided not to do so when two 
realizations occurred to me .Firstly, I became aware 
that I had just experienced a reiteration of a lesson I 
have long sought to convey to others. Teachers never 
know the impact they have on their students. Often, 
they become deeply discouraged, convinced that 
their years of teaching were for naught. Writing 
about my experience would bring encouragement to 
others who have labored in the trying vineyards of 
the teaching profession. 
  Secondly, after some further thought, I realized that 
it was not my teaching skill that left a lifelong 
impact upon these fine men. In fact, I had no cause 
to feel flattered. My words were not at all the cause 
of their inspired learnings. Rather, the words that 
inspired them were the Torah's words: the verse in 
this week's parsha, the sacred narrative in the Book 
of Kings II, the ruling of Rabbenu Asher, and Rav 
kook’s pithy epigram. 
  I was merely the messenger who brought those 
words to the eager ears of some wonderful young 
adults. After all is said and done, every teacher is but 
a messenger. And we are all teachers. 
Rabbi Dr. Norman J. Lamm, z”l [Excerpt] 
Heart And Mind - There are two ways of relating to 
God, and hence two modes of teshuvah: the ways of 
the heart and of the mind, of feeling and of reason. 
The flame of faith, the אש דת, produces both warmth 
and light--warmth for the heart, and light to 
illuminate the mind. Religion can be conceived of as 
an appeal to the emotion or to the intellect. 
  These two approaches can be seen as opposed to 
each other in the prescriptions offered by two 
Tannaim [in Pirkei Avot], Rabbi (Rabbi Judah the 
Prince) that of Akavia ben Mahalallel.  These two 
casts of mind run like two threads through the fabric 
of Jewish religious experience. For instance, in the 
Middle Ages, it was Maimonides who represented 
the rationalist school, the idea that the highest goal 

of Judaism is daat, knowledge, the attainment of the 
right ideas about God. As opposed to him, we have a 
thinker like Rabbi Yehudah Halevi who maintains 
that the highest ideal is not knowledge but devekut, 
cleaving to God, the emotional experience of 
closeness to the Creator. 
  In more modern times, we find a similar division 
between the Hasidim and Mitnaggedim. The 
Mitnaggedim elevated the study of Torah to the 
highest rank of Jewish values, whereas the Hasidim 
cherished emotion, prayer, ecstasy. For the 
Mitnaggedim, the way to repentance begins with the 
study of Torah. For Hasidim, it begins with the 
turning of the soul and the heart to God; it is 
experiential. 
  In more modern times, we find a division between 
the Hasidim and Mitnaggedim. The Mitnaggedim 
elevated the study of Torah to the highest rank of 
Jewish values, whereas the Hasidim cherished 
emotion, prayer, ecstasy. For the Mitnaggedim, the 
way to repentance begins with the study of Torah. 
For Hasidim, it begins with the turning of the soul 
and the heart to God; it is experiential. 
  Which of these approaches is the most authentically 
Jewish?  This is not an idle question. We face the 
problem practically and regularly in contemporary 
Jewish life. What shall we emphasize in the 
synagogue--adult education or prayer? There are 
those who have turned the entire service into a study 
session, with dialogues and monologues and 
lectures. There are others who have turned the study 
of Torah into a “ruah” session, with singing and 
shouting and appealing to emotions. Shall our 
Jewish education be geared primarily to inform our 
children, and fill them with knowledge--as in the 
traditional yeshivot--or shall we try for something 
more inspiration, with a seminar system and all that 
goes with it? When we appeal to young people to 
come to Judaism, shall be base our appeal upon 
arguments or experience? 
   In a sense it all boils down to this: Is Judaism 
primarily an objective system, a theology, or a 
legally consistent way of life, rationally conceived 
and executed?--or is it addressed to our subjectivity, 
an orientation and way of life that must be 
experienced rather than thought through? 
  I suggest that the answer of our tradition is not 
either/or, but a both/and response. We can choose 
either way, and preferably both. It all depends upon 
our own personality structure. Whether one--and 
there are very few such-- is completely cerebral or 
completely emotional, all heart or all mind, he too 
can find his place in Judaism. Most of us are 
someplace in between; every human and personality 
differs in the “mix” of rational and affective 
elements. 
  Both of these elements are present in the various 
observances of this season.   During the Selihot 
season, we refer to God as רב חסד ואמת, One Who is 
abundant in love and in truth. Love refers to His 
response to our emotional approach, truth to His 
response to our cognitive approach.  ,אתה הבדלת אנוש 
 And then we turn to another paragraph which: מראש
takes the other view You separated man from the 
very beginning out of the rest of creation; he may be 
an organic, ותכירהו לעמוד --biological creature, but he 
has something that goes beyond the rest of natural 
life You acknowledged man as something special, 
and made him worthy to stand before You. It ,לפניך is 
his mind and his soul that marks him off from all the 
rest of the natural world. He is a creature endowed 
with a mind! 
  So, Judaism does not fit us into a strait-jacket. It 
speaks to our minds--if that is the focus of our being; 
to our hearts--if that is where our life is centered; and 
it speaks to both of them if--as is usual--we operate 
on both levels.  But whether to heart or to mind or to 
both, the message is crystal clear: “Return O Israel to 
the Lord your God.”



Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
The Courage to Grow- I vividly remember the 
surprise and delight I had when I first read Jane 
Austen’s Emma. It was the first time I have read a 
novel in which you see a character changing over 
time. Emma is an intelligent young woman who 
believes she understands other people better than 
they do. So she sets about arranging their lives – she 
is an English shadchan – with disastrous 
consequences, because not only does she not 
understand others; she does not even understand 
herself. By the end of the novel, though, she is a 
different person: older, wiser and humbler. Of 
course, since this is a Jane Austen story, it ends 
happily ever after. 
  In the more than 40 years that have passed since I 
read the book, one question has fascinated me. 
Where did Western civilisation get the idea that 
people can change? It is not an obvious idea. Many 
great cultures have simply not thought in these 
terms. The Greeks, for instance, believed that we are 
what we are, and we cannot change what we are. 
They believed that character is destiny, and the 
character itself is something we are born with, 
although it may take great courage to realise our 
potential. Heroes are born, not made. Plato believed 
that some human beings were gold, others silver, and 
others bronze. Aristotle believed that some are born 
to rule, and others to be ruled. Before the birth of 
Oedipus, his fate and that of his father, Laius, have 
already been foretold by the Delphic Oracle, and 
nothing they can do will avert it. 
  This is precisely the opposite of the key sentence 
we say on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, that 
“Teshuvah, tefillah and tzedakah avert the evil 
decree.” That is what happened to the inhabitants of 
Nineveh in the story we read at Minchah on Yom 
Kippur. There was a decree: “In forty days Nineveh 
will be destroyed.” But the people of Nineveh 
repent, and the decree is cancelled. There is no fate 
that is final, no diagnosis without a second opinion – 
half of Jewish jokes are based on this idea. 
  The more I studied and researched, the more I 
realised that Judaism was the first system in the 
world to develop a clear sense of human free will. As 
Isaac Bashevis Singer wittily put it, “We have to be 
free; we have no choice.” 
  This is the idea at the heart of teshuvah. It is not 
just confession, not just saying Al chet shechatanu. It 
is not just remorse: Ashamnu. It is the determination 
to change, the decision that I am going to learn from 
my mistakes, that I am going to act differently in 
future, that I determined to become a different kind 
of person. 
  To paraphrase Rabbi Soloveitchik, to be a Jew is to 
be creative, and our greatest creation is our self. As a 
result, more than 3000 years before Jane Austen, we 
see in Torah and in Tanach, a process in which 
people change. 
  To take an obvious example: Moshe Rabbeinu. We 
see him at the start of his mission as a man who 
cannot speak easily or fluently. “I am not a man of 
words.” “I am slow of speech and tongue.” “I have 
uncircumcised lips.” But by the end he is the most 
eloquent and visionary of all the prophets. Moses 
changed. 
  One of the most fascinating contrasts is between 
two people who were often thought to resemble one 

another, indeed were sometimes identified as the 
same person in two incarnations: Pinchas and Elijah. 
Both were zealots. But Pinchas changed. God gave 
him a covenant of peace and he became a man of 
peace. We see him in later life (in Joshua 22) leading 
a peace negotiation between the rest of the Israelites 
and the tribes of Reuben and Gad who had settled on 
the far side of the Jordan, a mission successfully 
accomplished. 
  Elijah was no less a zealot than Pinchas. Yet there is 
a remarkable scene some time after his great 
confrontation with the prophets of Baal at Mount 
Carmel. He is at Mount Horeb. God asks him, “What 
are you doing here, Elijah?” Elijah replies, “I have 
been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty.” God 
then sends a whirlwind, shaking mountain and 
shattering rocks, but God was not in the wind. Then 
God sends an earthquake, but God was not in the 
earthquake. Then God sends fire, but God was not in 
the fire. Then God speaks in a kol demamah dakah, a 
still small voice. He asks Elijah the same question 
again, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” and Elijah 
replies in exactly the same words as he had done 
before: “I have been very zealous for the Lord God 
Almighty.” At that point God tells Elijah to appoint 
Elisha as his successor. 
  Elijah has not changed. He has not understood that 
God now wants him to exercise a different kind of 
leadership, defending Israel not criticising it (Rashi). 
He is asking Elijah to make a similar transformation 
to the one Pinchas made when he became a man of 
peace, but Elijah, unlike Pinchas, did not change. 
Even his words do not change, despite the 
momentous vision. He had become too holy for this 
world, so God took him to heaven in a chariot of 
fire. 
  It was Judaism, through the concept of teshuvah, 
that brought into the world the idea that we can 
change. We are not predestined to continue to be 
what we are. Even today, this remains a radical idea. 
Many biologists and neuroscientists believe that our 
character and actions are wholly determined by our 
genes, our DNA. Choice, character change, and free 
will, are – they say – illusions. 
  They are wrong. One of the great discoveries of 
recent years has been the scientific demonstration of 
the plasticity of the brain. The most dramatic 
example of this is the case of Jill Bolte Taylor. In 
1996, aged 37, she suffered a massive stroke that 
completely destroyed the functioning of the left 
hemisphere of her brain. She couldn’t walk, talk, 
read, write, or even recall the details of her life. But 
she was very unusual in one respect. She was a 
Harvard neuroscientist. As a result, she was able to 
realise precisely what had happened to her. 
  For eight years she worked every day, together with 
her mother, to exercise her brain. By the end, she had 
recovered all her faculties, using her right 
hemisphere to develop the skills normally exercised 
by the left brain. You can read her story in her book, 
My Stroke of Insight, or see her deliver a TED 
lecture on the subject. Taylor is only the most 
dramatic example of what is becoming clearer each 
year: that by an effort of will, we can change not just 
our behaviour, not just our emotions, nor even just 
our character, but the very structure and architecture 
of our brain. Rarely was there a more dramatic 

scientific vindication of the great Jewish insight, that 
we can change. 
  That is the challenge of teshuvah. 
  There are two kinds of problem in life: technical 
and adaptive. When you face the first, you go to an 
expert for the solution. You are feeling ill, you go to 
the doctor, he diagnoses the illness, and prescribes a 
pill. That is a technical problem. The second kind 
  is where we ourselves are the problem. We go to 
the doctor, he listens carefully, does various tests, 
and then says: “I can prescribe a pill, but in the long-
term, it is not going to help. You are overweight, 
underexercised and overstressed. If you don’t change 
your lifestyle, all the pills in the world will not help.” 
That is an adaptive problem. 
  Adaptive problems call for teshuvah, and teshuvah 
itself is premised on the proposition that we can 
change. All too often we tell ourselves we can’t. We 
are too old, too set in our ways. It’s too much 
trouble. When we do that, we deprive ourselves of 
God’s greatest gift to us: the ability to change. This 
was one of Judaism’s greatest gifts to Western 
civilisation. 
  It is also God’s call to us on Yom Kippur. This is 
the time when we ask ourselves where have we gone 
wrong? Where have we failed? When we tell 
ourselves the answer, that is when we need the 
courage to change. If we believe we can’t, we won’t. 
If we believe we can, we may. 
  The great question Yom Kippur poses to us is: Will 
we grow in our Judaism, our emotional maturity, our 
knowledge, our sensitivity, or will we stay what we 
were? Never believe we can’t be different, greater, 
more confident, more generous, more understanding 
and forgiving than we were. May this year be the 
start of a new life for each of us. Let us have the 
courage to grow. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
“And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him 
in the sight of all Israel: ‘Be strong and of good 
courage; for thou shalt go with this people into the 
land which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to 
give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it”’. 
  On Rosh Hashana, the anniversary of the day on 
which the world was conceived, I explained the 
sighing-sobbing sounds of the shofar as the natural 
response of the Jew to an incomplete, imperfect 
world of evil as well as good, chaos as well as order. 
We are entrusted with the mission of bringing down 
the Divine attributes of loving-kindness and courage, 
of compassionate righteousness and moral justice, to 
suffuse society with freedom and peace in order to 
perfect and complete the world in the Kingship of 
the Divine. 
  This is the message of the firm, exultant and 
victorious tekiya sound of the shofar, when we 
crown God as King of the Universe. 
  This task is not a simple one; it requires our 
becoming a holy nation and a kingdom whose every 
citizen is a successful teacher of morality to the 
world. Hence, Rosh Hashana begins a period of 
teshuva, or repentance, which must continue until it 
succeeds – however long that may take. It will 
require the cumulative commitment of many 
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generations to the retelling and then reliving of the 
biblical narrative and to scrupulous observance of 
God’s will. 
  Rosh Hashana is a joyous festival because we have 
God’s biblical promise that we will eventually 
succeed. 
  We recite those verses of our success again and 
again in our Yom Kippur liturgy. 
  But there is a second significance to the broken, 
crying sound of the shofar. It is the existential sound 
of the individual who is living life within a vale of 
tears, who often doubts that this world will ever be 
perfected in the Kingship of the Divine, who always 
doubts that he will have the strength of will and 
character to make the world any better and who even 
doubts that the world had a Creator in the first place. 
  Although such a train of thought may initially 
release the questioner from certain ethical and ritual 
responsibilities, it can only lead to a dead end. If life 
is merely a “tale told by an idiot, full of sound and 
fury, signifying nothing,” why go through the 
struggle? The specter of a Sartrean world to which 
there is no exit other than suicide hardly leaves one 
with a life worth living or worth reproducing. It only 
leaves one trembling in fear before a dark, black hole 
of nothingness. 
  These questions plagued the children of Israel in 
the wake of the sin of the Golden Calf. Having 
experienced the concern, the miracles and wonders 
of the Lord during the Exodus, as well as the riveting 
Revelation at Sinai at which they actually heard the 
Word of the Divine, how could they possibly have 
fallen prey to the orgiastic abandon of wild 
Dionysiac debauchery? Moses, the source of their 
connection to God, had seemingly disappeared; they 
felt bereft and abandoned and so they lost 
themselves in a momentary “escape from freedom” 
and responsibility. 
  Moses is so frustrated that he smashes the sacred 
tablets. He beseeches God first to forgive Israel and 
then to teach the next generations how to deal with 
probable recurrences in the future. He says, “Make 
Your ways known to me”—now the Israelites must 
act to find favor in Your eyes, and “Show me Your 
glory in this world” – what truly characterizes You 
and Your relationship to us. 
  God then tells Moses to stand in the cleft of a rock 
in the mountain range of Sinai, to ready himself for 
the second Revelation, the continuation of the Ten 
Commandments.  God will reveal to Moses His 
Name, His face, as it were, the aspect of God that 
may be grasped by the human mind. 
  And this is the Divine Revelation on the 10th day 
of Tishrei, Yom Kippur: Havaya Havaya, the 
Ineffable Name of God, of Havaya, which means 
literally “to bring into being, to create,” and which 
the Talmudic sages identify as the God of infinite 
and unconditional love. The name is repeated twice, 
and as our Sages interpret, “I am the God who loves 
you before you sin and I am the God who loves you 
after you sin”—unconditional love. 
  The first Havaya explains that since God’s essence 
is love, His first human emanation, the human being, 
also has most fundamentally the transcendent power 
to love another and thereby to perfect himself and 
the world. The second Havaya explains that although 
the human being will fail and will sin along the way, 
God will always be ready to forgive us as long as we 
seek forgiveness. 
  And God goes one step further. Yes, in our 
imperfect and incomplete world, it is often difficult 
to find God, to sense His presence and recognize His 
concern. It is even more difficult to bring the Divine 
Majesty to this often corrupt and evil world. But 
once a year, God will seek us, God will “come 
down” to us in His cloud of glory, God will knock on 
our door with His gift of unconditional forgiveness. 

All we need do is open the door for Him and let Him 
in—into our hearts, where He can already be found 
and into our homes and our families. 
  This is the magical gift of Yom Kippur, the day of 
consummate love. 
Ohr Torah Stone Dvar Torah 
A Different Path to Teshuva: Why We Read the 
Book of Yonah on Yom Kippur 
Rabbanit Chamutal Shoval 
A deep examination of the Book of Yonah evokes 
many questions concerning the character of Yonah, 
his attempt to escape the mission he is given, the 
people of Nineveh and how Yonah reacts to their 
repentance. 
  The key question is, why, on the holiest day of the 
Jewish calendar, do we read a story about teshuvah 
(repentance) that is seemingly unconnected to the 
Jewish nation? What lesson is there for us in the 
story of the people of Nineveh? Why do we choose 
to highlight the story of repentance of these 
particular people? 
  Following his maritime trials and tribulations and 
his refusal to fulfill his calling, Yonah finally arrives 
in Nineveh. There, he turns to the people, warning 
them that if they do not repent immediately, Nineveh 
will be destroyed. And without any resistance or 
delay, the people of Nineveh repent: 
  “And Yonah began to enter the city, a day’s journey, 
and he proclaimed, and said: ‘Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown’. And the people of 
Nineveh believed in God; and they proclaimed a 
fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 
even to the least of them”. 
  Midrash Yalkut Shimoni highlights the difference 
between the People of Israel — a stiff-necked people 
— and the people of Nineveh: “I sent one prophet to 
Nineveh and they harkened unto Me and believed in 
Me; but this nation (Israel), how many prophets did I 
not send to them time and time again and they 
harkened not unto me.” 
  The Midrash explains that the People of Israel are a 
stiff-necked people; a nation which does not repent 
easily and needs constant reprimanding by numerous 
prophets. In contrast, the people of Nineveh repent 
immediately after being rebuked by a single prophet. 
  The comparison between the People of Israel and 
the residents of Nineveh is not meant to denigrate 
Israel in any way, nor does it serve as a further 
reprimand; rather, it comes to show the People of 
Israel that there is a way to do simple and 
spontaneous teshuvah. 
  “And God saw their deeds, that they turned from 
their evil way; and God repented of the evil, which 
He said He would do unto them; and did not do it”. 
  The entire story of the repentance of the people of 
Nineveh is captured in seven verses that encapsulate 
a simple story of repentance: rebuke, remorse and 
God’s forgiveness. 
  In contrast, in its several thousand years of 
existence, the Jewish People have had a complicated 
relationship with God. A repetitive movement of 
coming closer and drawing back: sinful conduct, 
suffering, repentance and reverting to sin yet again. 
  It is an intricate relationship characterized by the 
desire to be close to God, going astray, exile, 
redemption — a tumultuous cycle. Am Yisrael 
desires a life of sanctity and wants to fulfill God’s 
will; however, in reality this is not always the case. 
The Sin of the Golden Calf; the lack of faith during 
the wanderings in the desert; instances of theological 
infidelity even while living in the Land of Israel; the 
destruction of the First Temple followed by that of 
the Second Temple; God’s ensuing hester panim — 
“hiding His face from us”; all of these contribute 
towards the relationship between God and His 
people: constant breaches of trust followed by 
restoration. 

  For this very reason, once a year, God wishes for us 
to read an alternative story of repentance. A simple 
story. On the holiest day of the year, God calls on us 
to put our complicated history aside and learn a 
lesson from the story of the people of Nineveh. On 
Yom Kippur we are given the opportunity to choose 
simple repentance, as exhibited by the people of 
Nineveh: teshuvah consisting of a mere seven verses 
involving rebuke, repentance and forgiveness. 
  The prophet Zephaniah wrote: “Woe to her that is 
filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city [ha’ir 
ha’yonah]! She harkened not to the voice, she 
received not correction; she trusted not in the Lord, 
she drew not near to her God”. 
  Rashi, in his exegesis on Zephaniah, explains that 
the word yonah is a reference to Jerusalem, which, 
unlike the city of Nineveh, finds it difficult to repent 
and harken unto the word of the Lord. “Until now 
the reference was to Nineveh, but here he [the 
prophet] reverts to Jerusalem and says it will be a 
mockery, a city lying in its own filth, reeking of its 
sins.” 
  As can be seen, the Book of Zephaniah plays with 
these similar words — “yonah and Nineveh” — 
contrasting the two. The yonah finds it hard to 
repent, but Nineveh repents immediately. 
  On Yom Kippur, as we read the Book of Yonah, we 
have a once-in-a-year opportunity to do teshuvah 
with no “baggage” from the past, without any 
mediation and unburdened by the rebuke of a myriad 
of prophets. Simple, straightforward teshuvah. 
  Once a year we have the chance “to step out of 
ourselves” and be, if only a little bit, like the people 
of Nineveh who repented wholeheartedly. God 
promises us that if we repent with a sincere heart, He 
will accept our teshuvah. The story of the people of 
Nineveh is meant to serve as an inspiration and a 
source of strength: God is waiting for our return; He 
will receive us with open arms. 
Yeshivat Har Etzion: Virtual Bet Midrash 
Higher Repentance and Lower Repentance 
Rav Nechemia Raanan [Excerpt]
We can explain a Midrash that is based on two 
seemingly contradictory verses:  "Turn us to You, O 
Lord, and we shall be turned" – The people of Israel 
said before the Holy One, blessed be He: Master of 
the universe, it is up to you – turn us. He said to 
them: It is up to you, as it is stated: "Return to Me, 
and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts." The 
Midrash works on the assumption that repentance is 
a joint process, which involves both man and God as 
partners. The people of Israel and God disagree 
about who must initiate the process: The people of 
Israel ask God to begin the process, as it is stated: 
"Turn us to You, and we shall be turned"; whereas 
God demands that the people of Israel turn to Him 
first so that He may turn to them, as it is stated: 
"Return to Me, and I will return to you." In another 
Midrash we find a compromise between these two 
positions:  The Holy One, blessed be He, said to 
Israel: My son, Open up for me an opening of 
repentance like the eye of a needle, and in turn I will 
open up an opening for you through which wagons 
can enter. 
  It is man’s responsibility to start the process of 
repentance. He must initiate by admitting to his sins 
and repenting for them. In this way he opens up an 
opening for God as small as the eye of a needle. But 
once the door is open, the Shekhina bursts through 
and expands the opening to be as large as the 
opening of the entrance hall of the Temple. Once 
man sets the repentance process in motion, with 
lower-level repentance, he is promised that God will 
circumcise his heart, draw him close, and complete 
the repentance process, turning it into higher-level 
repentance.
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Every year, the first ten days of the month of Tishrei are set
aside as the “Aseret Yemei Teshuvah” / “Ten Days of
Repentance.” R’ Avraham Halevi Horowitz z”l (16th century;
father of the Shelah Hakadosh) explains that this period was
designated as the time for Teshuvah because Rosh Hashanah is
the anniversary of [man’s] creation. Our Sages teach that G-d
knew at the time of creation that mankind could not be perfect
and would sin. Therefore, He created the concept of Teshuvah
even before He created the physical world. However, writes
R’ Horowitz, it would not have been seemly for Rosh Hashanah
itself to be the day of forgiveness; after all, that is the Day of
Judgment. Therefore, Hashem has given us a period after the
Day of Judgment to mitigate the harshness of the judgment
through repentance. This is the meaning of the verse (Yeshayah
55:6), “Seek Hashem when He can be found” (which our Sages
say is a reference to the Aseret Yemei Teshuvah). When “can He
be found”? Only after He shows Himself by creating the world!

Therefore, continues R’ Horowitz, on each day of the Ten
Days of Repentance, one must turn aside somewhat from his
mundane affairs -- or even better, at night, when he is in any
case free from the interference of other people -- to reflect on
his sins and confess about them. This should be done with
crying, tears and heartbreak as if a close relative had died, as
we read in Tehilim (119:136), “My eyes shed streams of tears
because they did not keep Your Torah.” A repentant person
should not underestimate the importance of tears, for our
Sages have taught that the “Gates of Tears” are never locked. 
(Emek Berachah p.200)

Teshuvah in the Aseret Yemei Teshuvah
“Three books are opened on Rosh Hashanah--one of the

completely wicked, one of the completely righteous, and one of
Beinonim [defined below]. The completely righteous are inscribed
and sealed immediately for life. The completely wicked are inscribed
immediately for death. ‘Beinonim’ are left hanging from Rosh
Hashanah until Yom Kippur. If they merit, they are inscribed for life.
If not, they are inscribed for death.”  (Rosh Hashanah 16b)

Rambam z”l (1135-1204) writes: “Just as a person’s sins and merits are
weighed at the time of his death, so the sins of every human being and his
merits are weighed every single year on the Yom Tov of Rosh Hashanah.
Whoever is found to be a Tzaddik is sealed for life. Whoever is found to be
a Rasha is sealed for death. The Beinoni is given time until Yom Kippur. If
he repents, he is sealed for life, and if not, he is sealed for death.

(Mishneh Torah: Hilchot Teshuvah 3:3)

R’ Yitzchak Blazer z”l (1837-1907; one of the three primary students
of R’ Yisrael Salanter, founder of the Mussar movement; rabbi of St.
Petersburg, Russia, because of which he is known as R’ Itzele Peterburger)
writes: Rambam appears to understand the term “Tzaddik” as referring to
a person who has done more Mitzvot than Aveirot / sins and a “Rasha” to
be a person who has done more Aveirot than Mitzvot. Thus, a Beinoni must
be someone whose Mitzvot and Aveirot are exactly balanced. If so, asks
R’ Itzele, why is his judgment dependent on Teshuvah? Why can’t he just
perform another Mitzvah or two and thereby be judged a Tzaddik?

He explains: When Hashem makes Himself “accessible” to accept man’s
repentance, as He does during the Aseret Yemei Teshuvah / Ten Days of
Repentance, and a person does not avail himself of that opportunity, that
sin is so great that it outweighs any extra Mitzvot that a person might do. 
Thus, only Teshuvah can get the Beinoni sealed in the Book of the Living.

– Continued inside –
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R’ Itzele continues: The work Reishit Chochmah [R’ Eliyahu de Vidas
(1518-1592; Eretz Yisrael)] explains this with a parable. A band of thieves
was caught and thrown in prison. Over time, they dug a tunnel and
escaped. However, one member of their group chose to stay behind in the
cell. When the king discovered the escape, he said to that one prisoner,
“You fool! You could have escaped!” So, too, Hashem exclaims, “Teshuvah
is before you, yet you are not returning!” [In another version of this
parable, the king punishes the thief who did not escape because, by
remaining behind, the thief showed that he did not fear the king’s ability
to punish him. So, too, when people do not repent, they show a lack of awe
of Hashem.]  (Kochvei Ohr: Ma’amar 5)

R’ Yitzchak Hutner z”l (1906-1980; Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Chaim
Berlin in Brooklyn, N.Y.) offers a different explanation: The terms Tzaddik,
Rasha and Beinoni do not refer to the quantity, or even the gravity, of a
person’s Mitzvot and Aveirot. That would not be logical, for it would mean
that a person could be a Tzaddik one moment, a Rasha the next moment,
and, just as suddenly, a Tzaddik again. Rather, these terms refer to a
person’s attitude toward good and evil. A Tzaddik is a person who
consciously chooses to live a life that is “mostly merits.” Even if he
performs mostly sins one day, he will remain a Tzaddik if he has not
changed his overall attitude. He may be compared to someone who the
world views as a calm person; even if that person sometimes loses his
temper, that doesn’t change the fact that he is overwhelmingly a calm
person. [A Rasha, then, is a person who chooses to live a life that is “mostly
sins.”] A Beinoni is a person who does not identify with either good or bad.
He performs good deeds and bad deeds, but does not identify either
category with his “self.” This explains why he cannot get into the Book of
the Living just by performing a few Mitzvot. Performing Mitzvot won’t
change his nature as a Beinoni. Rather, in order to “merit,” a Beinoni must
repent, meaning that he must abandon his Beinoni nature and consciously
adopt the philosophy of “mostly merits.”

R’ Hutner continues: With this understanding, R’ Itzele’s question
(Why is Teshuvah necessary for the Beinoni rather than just performing
more Mitzvot?) is not a question. Also, we now understand why Rambam
replaces the Gemara’s phrase, “if they merit,” with the phrase, “if he
repents.” Repentance is the only way a Beinoni can merit to be inscribed
in the Book of the Living, for only Teshuvah alters the Beinoni’s worldview
and turns him into a Tzaddik.  

(Pachad Yitzchak: Rosh Hashanah, ma’amar 18)
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“Hashem said to Moshe, ‘Behold, you will lie with your forefathers,

and this people will rise up and stray after the gods of the foreigners of
the Land, . . . and it will forsake Me and annul My covenant . . . My anger
will flare against them on that day and I will forsake them; Ve’histarti/
and I will conceal My face from them and they will become prey, and
many evils and distresses will encounter them. They will say on that
day, “Is it not because my Elokim is not in my midst that these evils have
come upon me?” But Hastair Astir / I will surely have concealed My face
on that day . . .’”  (31:16-18)

Many have asked: These verses seem to say that Moshe will die, the
Jewish People will stray from Hashem, He will be angry and will turn away
from them (“Ve’histarti” / “And I will conceal My face”), the Jewish People
will recognize that it was a mistake to stray from Hashem (“Is it not because
my Elokim is not in my midst that these evils have come upon me?”), and
Hashem will respond by again concealing His face. Will Hashem not accept
the Jewish People’s repentance? Moreover, why will the post-repentance
concealment be greater than before (first, “Ve’histarti”--one degree of
concealment; then, “Hastair Astir”--double concealment)?

R’ Yaakov Moshe Charlap z”l (1882-1951; rabbi of Yerushalayim’s
Sha’arei Chessed neighborhood and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Mercaz Harav)
explains: The Jewish People’s statement, “Is it not because my Elokim is not
in my midst that these evils have come upon me?” implies a belief that
Hashem watches over us when we are righteous and ignores us when we are
not righteous, that a person can, at times, be outside of Hashem’s
Hashgachah, that “because Hashem is not watching over me, random bad
things happen to me.” But, that is not correct, and Teshuvah cannot be
predicated on that mistaken premise. There is never a time when Hashem is
not watching over a Jew. When Hashem conceals His face, He simply makes
it harder for us to recognize His hand in our lives. But, to return to Him in
Teshuvah, we must recognize that He is always there.

(Mei Marom: Sha’arei De’ah, Vol. 19, p.509-510)

R’ Shlomo Alkabetz z”l (1505-1584; author of the Friday night hymn
Lecha Dodi, among other works) explains differently. He writes: Certainly,
the Jewish People’s confession (“Is it not because my Elokim is not in my
midst . . .”) is a sign of true repentance. To understand Hashem’s response,
we need to know that there are two kinds of Yissurin / suffering in this
world: those whose purpose is to awaken us to repent, and those whose
purpose is to cleanse. The first concealment of Hashem’s face in these verses
is meant to awaken us, so it comes dramatically, all at once (“Ve’histarti”).
After we repent, Hashem brings us Yissurin that cleanse us, but, in His
kindness, He breaks them into smaller units (“Hastair Astir”). 

(Kitvei Ve’chiddushei Rabbeinu Shlomo Halevi Alkabetz Mi-Ktav Yad)



 

AVIGAYIL AND MUHAMMAD MOST POPULAR NAMES FOR 
NEWBORNS IN ISRAEL (i24NEWS 9/28/22) 
Israel’s Population and Immigration Authority released the top ten names 
given to Israeli babies this year. 
According to statistics, 993 girls named Avigayil were born this year, nearly 
all to Jewish families. The second most popular female name is Miriam with 
970 girls named, followed by Tamar, which was registered 943 times. 
These names are followed by Yael (797), Noa (740), Sara (739), Mia (733), 
Adel (657) and Lia (655). Among Jewish families, the ten most popular 
female names were: Avigayil, Tamar, Yael, Noa, Adel, Mia, Sara, Libi, Hila 
and Lia. 
The most popular male name was Muhammad, given to 1,949 boys, followed 
by Adam (1,364), Yosef (1,294), David (1,119), Ariel (1,053), Omer (1,039), 
Lavi (864), Daniel (828), Rafael (779) and Ori (774).  
Among Jewish families, the ten most popular male names were: David, Ariel, 
Lavi, Ori, Rafael, Noam, Eitan, Ari, Daniel and Yehuda. 
 
ON UN STAGE, LAPID EXPRESSES SUPPORT FOR TWO-STATE 
SOLUTION, BASHES IRAN (YNet 9/22/22) 
Speaking to the United Nations General Assembly in New York, Prime 
Minister Yair Lapid expressed his support for a two-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and slammed arch-foe Iran for "conducting an 
orchestra of hate."  
Lapid opened his address to the international forum by hailing the 
achievements of the Jewish State in its 74 years of existence. 
"In November 1947 this General Assembly gathered and decided upon the 
creation of a Jewish State. Only a few hundred thousand Jews lived in Israel 
at the time, in hostile surroundings, shocked and devastated after the 
Holocaust in which six million of our people were murdered," he said. 
"75 years later, Israel is a strong liberal democracy. Proud and prosperous. 
The Start-Up Nation that invented Waze and Iron Dome, medicines for 
Alzheimer's and Parkinson's and a robot which can perform spinal surgery. A 
world leader in water and food-tech, cyber defense and renewable energy. 
With 13 Nobel prize winners in literature and chemistry, economics and 
peace. 
How did this happen? It happened because we decided not to be a victim. 
We chose not to dwell on the pain of the past. But rather to focus on the 
hope of the future. We chose to invest our energies into building a nation. 
Into building a happy society, optimistic and creative. We didn’t only reach 
the Promised Land, we are building the Promised Land. History is 
determined by people. We need to understand history, respect it and learn 
from it. But also to be willing and able to change it. To choose the future over 
the past. Peace over war. Partnership over seclusion and isolation."  
He continued his speech by praising the country's diversity, which he 
described as an "incredible, cultural mosaic." 
"In the government which I lead, there are Arab Ministers. There is an Arab 
party as a member of our coalition. We have Arab judges in our Supreme 
Court. Arab doctors saving lives in our hospitals. Israeli Arabs are not our 
enemies, they are our partners in life. Come and visit us," he said. 
Lapid then expressed his support for a two-state solution to the more-than-a-
century-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
"Israel’s economic and military strength allows us to protect ourselves but it 
also allows us something else: To strive for peace with the entire Arab world. 
And with our closest neighbors – the Palestinians," he said. 
"An agreement with the Palestinians, based on two states for two peoples, is  

the right thing for Israel’s security, for Israel’s economy and for the future of 
our children. Peace is not a compromise. It is the most courageous decision 
we can make. Peace is not weakness. It embodies within it the entire might 
of human spirit. War is surrender to all that is bad within us. Peace is the 
victory of all that is good. 
Despite all the obstacles, still today a large majority of Israelis support the 
vision of this two-state solution. I am one of them. We have only one 
condition: That a future Palestinian state will be a peaceful one. That it will 
not become another terror base from which to threaten the well-being, and 
the very existence of Israel. That we will have the ability to protect the 
security of all the citizens of Israel, at all times." 
 
SOUTH KOREA FINALIZES FREE TRADE DEAL WITH ISRAEL (JPost 
9/28/22) 
The free-trade agreement between Israel and South Korea is set to take 
effect on December 1, after the parliament in Seoul gave it final approval on 
Tuesday. 
“This is significant good news for Israel’s relations with South Korea, one of 
the leading economies in the world and an important trade partner for Israel,” 
Economy Minister Orna Barbivay said. 
The Economy Ministry estimates that the value of the agreement to the 
Israeli market will be NIS 500 million each year, and it will lower the price of 
Kia and Hyundai cars, food products, toys, video-game consoles and more. 
“Israeli exporters will enjoy easier conditions and a competitive advantage, 
and I expect that additional importers will recognize the potential and 
increase imports to Israel in quantity and variety of products,” Barbivay said. 
The free-trade agreement will be Israel’s first with a country in East Asia. 
South Korea has 18 free-trade agreements, including with the US, EU, India 
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and China. 
Jerusalem and Seoul finished negotiating the agreement in May 2021. 
The agreement will exempt more than 95% of Israeli exports to South Korea 
from duty, making Israel more competitive in the Korean market in areas 
such as electronic equipment, machines, fertilizers, medical supplies, 
cosmetics, plastic products, metals, fruit juices, wine and more. 
Trade between Israel and South Korea reached $3.5 billion in 2021, a 35% 
increase from the previous year 
 
IDF INSTALLS AUTOMATIC CROWD CONTROL SYSTEM IN HEVRON 
(Arutz-7 9/25/22) 
The IDF has installed a remote crowd control system that is capable of firing 
stun grenades, teargas, and foam-tip bullets. 
According to Haaretz, the system was installed in Hevron last week and is 
currently in its pilot phase. It was installed at the end of King David Street 
(also called Shuhada Street) in the city, at a point where several Palestinian 
riots have occurred in the past. During the pilot stage, the system will only 
fire foam-tipped bullets. 
The system is controlled by soldiers who are off-site and is currently only in 
Hevron. Remote-controlled firing systems are currently in use by the IDF in 
Gaza 
The IDF stated: "As part of our attempt to improve our crowd-control tactics 
in the area, we are checking the option of using a remote crowd-control 
system". The IDF emphasizes that the system does not use live lethal 
rounds. 
One Palestinian Twitter user was less enthusiastic about the new system, 
which was created to reduce casualties, writing: "It cannot get anymore 
dystopian that this. The Israeli army is now using an AI-powered automatic 
weapon, called Smart Shooter, at a military checkpoint in the old city of 
Hebron." 
 
MAJOR TEL AVIV HIGHWAY STILL CLOSED AFTER 10 DAYS AS 
SINKHOLE REPAIR STALLS (YNet 9/28/22) 
Tel Aviv's Hashalom Interchange has remained closed for 10 days now due 
to a sinkhole, and authorities are unsure of an exact reopening date for the 
new ramp on the southbound lanes of the bustling Ayalon Highway. 
Sinkholes are relatively rare in central Israel and the swallow hole was 
apparently caused by construction work at the nearby Azrieli Spiral Tower. 
No one was harmed in the incident. 
While Ayalon Highways and Azrieli Group - the corporations funding the 
construction - are claiming that the interchange should be reopened within 
the next few days, a final reopening date is pending a joint assessment that 
was due to be completed on Wednesday. 
Hashalom Interchange is one of the busiest intersections in Israel's densely 
populated center and one of the main arteries leading to and out of its 
economic and cultural capital Tel Aviv. Its closure has significantly 
exacerbated the area's infamous congestion problem. 
Many drivers who rely on the route to enter Tel Aviv regularly are growing 
increasingly frustrated with the long repair time. 
Immediately after the appearance of the sinkhole, Ayalon Highways said it 
believed the road would reopen within 72 hours. However, after running tests 
in the area, authorities were forced to put off the reopening despite the hole 
having been covered within less than 24 hours. 
Authorities were running thorough testing and monitoring the road section to 
ensure its structural integrity. Tests were also carried out across other 
sections of the road out of an abundance of caution. 
 
FIRST SEVERELY WOUNDED UKRAINIAN SOLDIERS ARRIVE IN 
ISRAEL FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT (Times of Israel 9/26/22) 
Two Ukrainian soldiers who were severely injured in the war in Ukraine 
arrived Monday in Israel as part of an agreement that will see 20 service 
members receiving advanced medical treatment in an Israeli hospital, the 
Sheba hospital said. 

The hospital indicated that all 20 injured veterans who will eventually be 
flown to Israel are amputees and will go through rehabilitation and be fitted 
for the specific prosthetics they require at the hospital outside Tel Aviv. 
Sheba ran a field hospital in western Ukraine, away from the front lines, for 
six weeks shortly after Russia invaded, mostly to treat civilians. 
Israel for years provided medical treatment to Syrians who came to the 
Golan border during the civil war there, eventually setting up a military field 
hospital as part of what was described as a humanitarian effort. 
The announcement that Ukrainians would be brought to Israel came after 
harsh criticism against Israel from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, 
who said Friday he was “shocked” by Israel’s lack of defense aid. 
Israel has provided Ukraine humanitarian aid and protective equipment, 
including helmets and flak jackets, but has held off on military supplies as 
Jerusalem seeks to preserve crucial ties with Moscow. 
Israel was one of the few countries to have had warm ties with both warring 
sides at the start of the war, although the relationship with Moscow has 
soured in recent months. 
Israel has increasingly sided with Kyiv, especially since Prime Minister Yair 
Lapid took office in July. His predecessor, Naftali Bennett, attempted to 
broker a deal between Ukraine and Russia. 
Russia controls the airspace over Syria, where Israel operates against Iran-
linked forces including Lebanon’s Hezbollah terror group. Russia has largely 
turned a blind eye to the Israeli airstrikes. 
Russia is also home to a significant Jewish population, which appears to 
have become a bargaining chip, as Russia has threatened to shut down the 
Jewish Agency, which facilitates Jewish emigration to Israel. 
Thousands of Ukrainians and Russians, mostly Jewish, have fled to Israel 
since the start of the war. 
Israel’s reluctance to assist Ukraine’s military has repeatedly drawn criticism 
from Zelensky and other Ukrainian leaders. On Friday, Zelensky complained 
in an interview that Israel had given “nothing” to Ukraine to help it defend 
itself. 
“Israel gave us nothing. Nothing, zero,” Zelensky told France’s TV5Monde. “I 
understand they are in a difficult situation with Syria, with Russia.” 
Ukraine has requested Israeli missile defense systems, such as Iron Dome, 
that could be used to fend off Russian airstrikes. 
“I understand they need to defend their land, but then I got information from 
my intelligence services that Israel provides [the air defenses] in other 
countries. They can sell, they can export, which is why I am shocked,”  
Zelensky said. 
Israel keeps a lid on how many Iron Dome batteries it possesses and where 
they are deployed, but it has provided two of the systems to the US, which 
helped fund its development, and reports recently indicated a deal to sell 
batteries to Cyprus. 
The vaunted Iron Dome intercepts short-range projectiles, such as the 
relatively crude rockets and mortars fired at Israel by Gaza terror groups. It’s 
unclear if it would be effective against the larger, more sophisticated Russian 
missiles pounding Ukrainian cities. The system also requires highly trained 
troops for its operation. 
Earlier this month, The Times of Israel’s Hebrew sister site Zman Yisrael 
reported that an Israeli defense contractor was supplying anti-drone systems 
to Ukraine’s military by way of Poland. 
 
YESHIVA STUDENTS LEARN TORAH WITH PRISONERS (Arutz-7 
9/28/22) 
Students from Yeshivat Hakotel's hesder program visited prisoners at the 
Tsalmon Prison ahead of Rosh Hashanah, together with their teacher, Rabbi 
Gadi Shalvin. 
During their visit to the prison, the students met the prison commanders and 
the prisoners, and sat together with them for a Torah class focused on the 
topic of repentance. 
Prior to the class, the yeshiva students paired up with the prisoners and 
learned Torah, and afterwards they danced together and prayed for a better 
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year - a year in which the prisoners would be able to rebuild themselves for a 
better future. 
The prisoners were moved to tears by the visit, and said that the yeshiva 
students had given them hope for a better future. 
Following the visit, Rabbi Shalvin said, "The connection between the 
students and the prisoners was very special and moving, a special 
opportunity to look inwards with a new and different perspective, to engage 
and meet with the world of repentance, with the complexity and depth from a 
completely different perspective, a perspective which lifts us to a new level of 
repentance." 
 
RABBI GIVES RELIGIOUS JEW PERMISSION TO VIOLATE SHABBAT 
FOR SATELLITE LAUNCH (Israel Hayom 9/22/22) 
A SpaceX rocket that delivered an Israeli satellite on Saturday led to a rare 
situation in which a religious Israeli engineer got permission to violate 
Shabbat so that the mission could go ahead.  
The engineer, who had to be present on site and deal with various technical 
matters because the launch window was restricted to Saturday, faced the 
question of how to get to the site on time. The closest location where he 
could reside within a reasonable distance to the launching pad was a military 
base that was many miles away, which meant that he had to ride a vehicle 
on Shabbat if he were to get to take part in the launch.  
The senior engineer turned to Rabbi Manchem Pearl, the head of the Tzomet 
Institute – an Israeli high-tech non-profit organization specializing in IT 
equipment and electronic appliances designed to meet Halachah – and 
asked him what he could do to reconcile his job requirements and his Jewish 
faith on that important day, which would see the satellite launch into space in 
order to expand cellular coverage on earth using Israeli technology.  
Pearl's response was that he could work on Shabbat even if that meant 
physically being present at the launch site and that he could also join the rest 
of the workers on the bus that would bring them there, so long as the rise 
was not just for him.  
"Having the launch go as planned is of the highest public interest," Pearl 
wrote to the engineer. "Improving cellular coverage [through the launching of 
the satellite] could prevent life-threatening situations because of instances 
where people would be able to call for help in areas that were previously 
without reception," he continued. "On top of that, under Jewish law, having 
an Israeli engineer take part in such a project is of great value as it pertains 
to technology and the State of Israel," he noted. 
 
PROTOTYPE ELECTRIC AIRPLANE FROM ISRAELI-US STARTUP 
TAKES FIRST FLIGHT (Times of Israel 9/28/22) 
A prototype, all-electric airplane took its first flight Tuesday morning in central 
Washington state. 
The commuter plane, called the Alice, was created by the Israeli-American 
startup Eviation. 
The Seattle Times reported that if the Federal Aviation Administration 
eventually certifies the small airplane to carry passengers, it could become 
the first all-electric commercial airplane. 
The plane was built to carry nine passengers and two pilots and took off from 
Moses Lake, Washington, at 7:10 a.m. Tuesday. 
The plane reached an altitude of 3,500 feet (1,066 meters) and landed eight 
minutes later. 
The company’s goal is to show such electric planes are viable as commuter 
aircraft for regional travel, flying at an altitude of about 15,000 feet. 
The plane, designed by engineers in Israel and Washington state, is powered 
by 21,500 small Tesla-style battery cells that weigh over 4 tons. 
Eviation founder Omer Bar-Yohav hailed the plane as a “new age of aviation” 
in an interview with The Times of Israel last year. 
“We have a product that is sustainable, it is economically sustainable, as it is 
cheap to operate and maintain, and it is socially sustainable — this is a mode 
of transportation people want to use,” Bar-Yohay said. 
Electric engines and battery technologies are driving a “third age of  

aviation” where “we have a maturity of elements and advanced materials, 
the social will, and the financial capabilities,” said Bar-Yohay. 
The company has also developed aircraft for cargo operations. 
Eviation made a splash by debuting its technology at the Paris Air Show in 
2019. 
 
ISRAEL'S YOUTH SOCCER TEAM QUALIFIES FOR UNDER-21 EURO 
(i24NEWS 9/28/22) 
Israel’s national youth soccer team qualified for the under-21 UEFA 
European Championships after defeating Ireland 3-1 at Tel Aviv’s Bloomfield 
Stadium on Tuesday. 
It is the third time in history the Israeli men’s team qualified for the 
championships.  
The tournament will take place next summer in Georgia and Romania. 
“You have once again proven that spirit, courage, and a lot of faith will take 
Israeli football forward,” Israel Professional Football Leagues chairman Erez 
Kalfon said.  
Israel’s Prime Minister Yair Lapid also congratulated the team on Twitter “for 
the great achievement.” Defense Minister Benny Gantz said the players 
“might be young, but every one of them is a champion.” 
However, soccer fans were disturbed from celebrations by a video circulating 
on social media showing the team’s head coach Guy Luzon slapping player 
Ziv Morgan on his left cheek during what looked like a heated argument.   
Commenting on the incident after the game, Luzon said it was “just a pat.”  
“Everything’s out of love. My slaps are for real. What I gave Morgan was just 
a pat,” the coach claimed.  
Earlier in June, Israel’s under-19 men’s team made history by advancing to 
the country’s first-ever European soccer final. The team was defeated 3-1 by 
England. 
 
STORKS SEEN MAKING ANNUAL MIGRATION, BUT IS ISRAELI 
AUTUMN STILL FAR OFF? (JPost 9/26/22) 
Storks are already in Israel, according to a video published by KKL that 
shows them migrating. Storks are known to be a symbol of the change of the 
seasons, from summer to fall.   
Storks migrate from Europe to Africa during the Autumn, and they usually fly 
through Israel, mostly over the east and northern Negev. it is considered to 
be the first bird to migrate and open the bird migration season. 
As September begins, many in Israel hope for the end of the summer and a 
decline in the heat. However, according to the Israel Meteorological Service 
(ISM), the heat is here to stay for at least another week.  
The predicted temperatures for next week are still in the high 20s and early 
30s, and it does not seem like summer is ending despite the arrival of the 
Storks. In Jerusalem, the temperature is expected to be between 28 and 34 
celsius during the day, and between 20 and 24 during the night.  
This time last year, the temperatures were slightly lower. According to the 
ISM, this year's August was hotter than last year's and was the fourth hottest 
summer in history. 
 
IN THIS STRETCH OF DESERT, ISRAEL PLANS TO BUILD ITS FIRST 
NEW KIBBUTZ IN DECADES (Judy Maltz, Ha’aretz 9/25/22) 
For the first time in more than 30 years, a new kibbutz is to be established in 
Israel. 
A decision to move ahead with the plan to set up a new cooperative 
settlement in the eastern part of the Negev desert was approved last week 
by the Kibbutz Movement, the umbrella organization for Israel’s roughly 230 
secular kibbutzim. (The religious kibbutzim, of which there are about 20, 
belong to a separate organization.) 
Representing a unique experiment in communal living, the kibbutz has 
become one of Israel’s best-known global brands. 
The new kibbutz, which has yet to be named, will be one of five new 
communities slated for establishment on the outskirts of the desert city of 
Arad (situated some 135 kilometers, or 83 miles, southeast of Jerusalem). 
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The plan to set up this cluster of communities – which will also include a town 
designated for the Bedouin community and one for ultra-Orthodox Jews – 
was approved by the government in March. 
Israel’s kibbutzim hit hard times in the 1980s, raising questions about the 
viability of the socialist principles upon which they were founded. In order to 
survive, the vast majority underwent various forms of privatization and began 
requiring members to pay for basic necessities like food. Instead of receiving 
a monthly stipend based on their needs, members also started earning 
salaries that were determined by the type of positions they filled. 
As a result, very few kibbutzim today still embrace the old-fashioned 
principles of collective living. 
“Renewed kibbutzim” is the code word for those that have undergone 
privatization, with the new desert kibbutz set to join their ranks. In other 
words, it will have no communal mess hall, no communal laundromat and no 
communal children’s houses (where kids sleep separately from their families) 
– in fact, none of the classic feature of an archetypal kibbutz. 
When asked why not, Nir Meir, secretary-general of the Kibbutz Movement, 
responds: “We don’t want to start building something we’ll eventually have to 
shutter. We’ve already been there and done that.” 
What will distinguish it from other rural communities, he says, is joint 
ownership of common facilities. 
The decision on what to call the new kibbutz will be taken by its members. 
But if they were to ask him, says Meir, he would recommend a name that 
pays tribute to Aharon Yadlin – one of the last giants of the Labor Zionist 
movement who died last month at age 96. 
The plan is to recruit 100 families to the kibbutz, which will include a large 
plot of agricultural land to accommodate those interested in farming. The first 
families should be able to move into temporary housing facilities in about two 
years, Meir says. 
He anticipates tremendous demand for this rare opportunity to be part of a 
new cooperative settlement. “Right now, we have a list of somewhere 
between 30,000 to 40,000 people who would move onto existing kibbutzim 
tomorrow if only we had room,” he says. “But whoever applies needs to know 
that we’re looking for people who understand that this is a lifetime 
commitment and not just an adventure for a few years.” 
Some 200,000 Israelis live on kibbutzim today, with about a third of them full-
fledged members. 
The first kibbutz, Degania Aleph, was established in 1909 (in what was then 
Ottoman Palestine). The last, Neot Semadar, was established in 1989 in the 
southern Arava Desert. The government implemented a huge bail-out plan 
for the kibbutzim in the 1980s. Ever since, it has discouraged the 
establishment of new ones. 
“Our position has always been that we will not push ourselves,” Meir says. 
“But if and when the government decides to set up new communities, we 
want to be there too. So, when the decision was taken to build new 
communities in the Eastern Negev, we reached out to the authorities and 
said we’d like one of these communities to be a kibbutz. They were actually 
very surprised, but also very happy.” 
Initially, the municipality in Arad was dead set against the plan to establish 
these communities on its outskirts. “We felt that before the government sets 
up anything new, it should be investing in strengthening existing cities like 
ours,” says Mayor Nisan Ben-Hamo. 
After considerable lobbying on his part, the cabinet passed another 
resolution to invest tens of millions of shekels in the coming years in 
strengthening Arad and other places in the Eastern Negev. 
What ultimately convinced Ben-Hamo to withdraw his objections was the 
realization that these new communities were no threat to his city. 
“We were concerned that these might be exclusive, high-society communities 
that would lure our stronger population and lead to cannibalization,” he says. 
“We realized, though, that we had nothing to fear because these 
communities would not be competing for our residents. In the case of the 
kibbutz, for example, they’re talking about families who will come from 
outside the region and engage mainly in farming. People who live in Arad  

don’t want to be farmers.” 
 
CAN GANTZ REALLY FORM A GOVERNMENT? (Eliav Breuer, JPost 
9/28/22) 
National Unity, the party led by Defense Minister Benny Gantz and Justice 
Minister Gideon Sa’ar, has claimed since its formation that Gantz is the only 
politician who can bring together parties from both sides of the aisle and, 
therefore, will have the best chance of forming a stable government following 
the November 1 election. 
“There are only two possible outcomes in this election: Either [opposition 
leader Benjamin] Netanyahu forms a government with [MKs Bezalel] 
Smotrich and [Itamar] Ben-Gvir, or Gantz becomes prime minister,” Culture 
and Sport Minister Chili Tropper, a Gantz confidant, said Wednesday in an 
interview with Army Radio. 
For weeks, the party remained mum on how exactly it planned to form a 
government. It only said whom it was ruling out: the “extremes” – Hadash-
Ta’al and the Religious Zionist Party; and the Likud as long as it is headed by 
Netanyahu. Gantz, Sa’ar and other representatives from their party 
repeatedly have said Netanyahu was no longer a partner, even if Gantz were 
to serve as prime minister for the first two years in a rotation government. 
Finally, last week, the party released a video that included a pie chart with 
the parties National Unity, Labor, Yisrael Beytenu, Meretz, United Torah 
Judaism, Shas and Yesh Atid, which added up to 71 mandates, based on a 
Channel 12 poll from September 16. 
According to a Channel 12 poll, voters are not buying it. 
The poll, which was published on Meet the Press on Saturday, asked, “In 
your opinion, what government will Gantz be able to form?” 
There were four possible answers. Forty-three percent of respondents said 
they believed he would not be able to form a government. Twenty-two 
percent said he would be able to form a Center-Left government with the 
Arab parties Hadash-Ta’al and Ra’am. Twenty-one percent said he could 
form a unity government with Netanyahu and the Likud. Just 14% said they 
believed Gantz would be able to form a Center-Right government with the 
haredi parties but without Netanyahu. 
The poll did not ask directly about the option that Gantz’s party posted in its 
video. But the closest option – a Center-Right government without 
Netanyahu – is nowhere near enough seats if it does not include the Likud. 
The premise is that the Likud will get rid of Netanyahu, and the poll shows 
that very few people believe this will happen – and for good reason. 
The Likud did not get rid of Netanyahu after the past four elections, and his 
grip on the party has only strengthened. 
This led a full 40% of the poll’s respondents to believe that Gantz would 
break his promise and would side with either Netanyahu or the Arab parties. 
There also is a good reason for this belief, as Gantz already did so in the 
past. 
Following the third election in March 2020, at the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Gantz broke a central campaign promise and joined Netanyahu in 
a rotation. He explained his move as being necessary to save the country 
from ongoing political chaos during the health crisis. 
But who is to say that Gantz will not do so once again? Despite his promises, 
Gantz may argue come November that blocking a Netanyahu-Ben-Gvir 
government is necessary, and perhaps even an “emergency,” and join some 
form of rotation with Netanyahu. 
This seems to be the most realistic option, other than him not being able to 
form a government at all. Being able to bring Labor, Meretz, Yisrael Beytenu 
and both haredi parties to the table would require serious political and 
ideological cartwheels. Even if such a government did form, the past year 
showed that a coalition of many small parties with competing interests would 
be very difficult to maintain. 
National Unity will presumably continue to flout Gantz as the only possible 
prime minister. But it is worth keeping in mind that the scenario for him to do 
so will either involve Netanyahu or another highly unsustainable mix of 
parties. 



  

“When I bring them to the land flowing with milk and honey that I promised their ancestors, they will 

eat, be satisfied, and live in luxury. They will then turn to foreign gods and worship them, despising 

Me and violating My covenant. When they are then beset by many evils and troubles, this song shall 

testify for them like a witness, since it will not be forgotten by their descendants…” (31:20-21) 

On the last day of Moshe Rabbeinu’s life, as he prepares to take leave of his people, he warns them of the 

potential dangers they will face in the land of Israel. Tasting success and wealth could lead to a weakening in 

their service of Hashem and toward idol worship. Hashem would act angrily to this and punish them to bring 

them to their senses. Yet, despite the suffering they may have to endure, Hashem promises that the Torah will 

never be forgotten from the Jewish people. (See Rashi v. 21) 

In our history, we have experienced periods of great persecution and suffering which one would expect would 

cause a sharp decrease in Torah study and observance of the Mitzvos. It would seem that by now the Jewish 

people should have lost their connection to Torah and become absorbed into the nations around them. But 

Hashem promises this will not happen. 

Rav Pam zt”l notes that we can see how this promise was fulfilled following the Holocaust, when a thousand 

years of Jewish life in Eastern Europe was wiped out in but a short time. Some survivors might have thought 

that Torah-life was over and could never be rebuilt. Yet, Hashem’s eternal promise has been fulfilled, and we 

ourselves are witness to an amazing revival of Torah learning and living. 

This should serve to strengthen our Emunah, our faith, that every word of the Torah is true and every prophecy 

will be fulfilled in its entirety. As we begin a new year of Torah and Mitzvah observance and strive for a complete 

repentance for our past shortcomings, let this concept strengthen us for the challenge ahead. 
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Vayeilech/Yom Kippur 5783 

 

Presented by Rabbi Moshe Sadwin, Kollel Adjunct 

From our archives 

 

The Torah’s Promise 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

On Yom Kippur a gravely ill person should eat less than a 

qualifying amount of food (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 

618:6).  

The Rambam rules that eating less than a qualifying amount of 

food is Biblically forbidden even if it does not subject one to 

punishment by the courts (Rambam ma’acholos asuros 14:1). Eating 

food in an abnormal manner, however, is not forbidden (Rambam 

ma’acholos asuros 14:10).  

Why do we rule that a gravely ill person should eat less than a 

qualifying amount of food? He has still committed a transgression. 

It would seem more appropriate to have him eat the necessary 

food in an abnormal manner (as described in the Rambam), in 

which case there wouldn’t be any transgression at all! 

 

What connection is there between Shavuos and 

Yom Kippur? 

 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. I am for a minyan. 

2. I am for confessions (on the day). 

3. I am for commandments. 

4. I am for fingers. 

 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I am for Shema. 

2. I am for Shem Hameforash. 

3. I was on the death-bed. 

4. I am the angels’ secret. 

 

 

 
#1 Sarah Immeinu (Yehoshua grew from me, I was the 

merit for Esther, I was the first of four, I was to be listened 

to.) 

#2 Shofar  (I will be for Moshiach, I am for inauguration, I 

am for repentance, I cause Hashem to move.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 Last week’s riddle:  

On which date was the world created? 

Answer: Rabi Eliezer: 25th of Elul. Rabi Yehoshua: 25th of Adar. (Ran on 

Maseches Rosh Hashana) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parashas Vayeilech (31:10-13) contains the commandment of “hakhel”: 

At the end of seven years, at the time of the Sabbatical year, during the Succos festival, 

when all Israel comes to appear before Hashem, your G-d, in the place that He will choose, 

you shall read this Torah before all Israel, in their ears. Gather together (hakhel) the people 

– the men, the women, and the small children, and your stranger who is in your cities – 

so that they will hear and so that they will learn, and they shall fear Hashem, your G-d, 

and be careful to perform all the words of this Torah. 

Rambam rules: 

It is a positive commandment to gather together the entire Jewish people ... and to 

read so that they hear passages from the Torah that encourage them to perform mitzvos 

and strengthen them in the true faith… 

d? On the day following the first day of the holiday of SuccosWhen would they rea  

of the eighth year. The king would read so the moed-chol hawhich is the first day of   

people would hear… 

From which passages in the Torah should he read? He starts from the beginning of the  

. He then skips toShema: "These are the words..." until the end of the passage chumash  

. He thenasair-asair te,and then skips to the passage hayah im shamoa-evthe passage   

til thereads from that passage in order until the end of the blessing and curses, i.e., un  

phrase:  besides the covenant He established with them in Choreb where he concludes.”   

(Hilchos 3-3:1Chagigah ) 

The Sefer ha-Chinuch (612) qualifies that this mitzvah applies only when “Israel is 

(resident) upon its land,” and this mitzvah is not formally practiced in contemporary times, 

although it is unclear exactly why not. Some explain that the mitzvah absolutely requires 

a Jewish king, although others deny that this is an essential requirement. Others maintain 

that it requires the existence of the Temple in Jerusalem, and is contingent on the holiday 

pilgrimages of the Jewish people to the Temple (aliyah la-regel), although others suggest 

that it may be possible to conduct the Torah reading elsewhere in Jerusalem (see Shut. 

Mishneh Halachos 17:234). 

Some rabbinic thinkers actually did urge that a form of hakhel be practiced even today 

(the Aderes [in Zecher le-Mikdash] and the Lubavitcher Rebbe), although others staunchly 

opposed this idea (the Chazon Ish – see Mishneh Halachos ibid.). 

 

Greater Washington Community Kollel wishes all of its friends, supporters, 
participants, and the entire community,  

a Gmar Chasimah Tovah! 
Kollel Classes will resume the week of Oct. 23. 
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