
YISE Programs and Listings YISE Programs and Listings 
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and Holidays 
by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos morning. The Shiur will be given by Rabbi Postelnek this Shabbos. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman will give the Gemara Shiur after the Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush, learning 
Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. 
Meat & Greet BBQ - Sunday, September 11, 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM in the field at Yeshiva Boys’ School. Walk-ins welcome. 
Online YISE Cholim List - Go to https://wp.yise.org/cholim to add a name to the list. The list is used at the 8:45 Minyan on Monday, Thursday, and 
Shabbos. If you have questions about Mi Sheberach guidelines, contact Rabbi Rosenbaum. For other questions contact Seth Katz at sethkatz@yise.org 
Protecting Our Children From Predators & Abusers - Presented by the Vaad Harabanim of Greater Washington on Sunday, September 4, featuring 
Dr. Norman Blumenthal, with Divrei Pesicha from Rabbi Aaron Lopiansky. Recording available at https://vaadgw.org/protecting-our-children-event 
High Holiday Info. - Go to www.yise.org for downloadable seat forms, online registration for child care and online sponsorship of the Yizkor guide. 
Lessons from the Life and Death of Elisha Ben Avuyah, a Sage Turned Heretic - A two-part series by Rabbi Postelnek, Monday September 
12 and Monday, September 19 at 8:30 PM. In person in the Sephardi Beit Medrash and on Zoom A. See flyer for details. 
Lulavim & Esrogim - Order online at www.yise.org/lulav Deadline September 25. See flyer for details. 
Pruzbul - Rabbi Rosenbaum will be organizing Bais Din sessions at Shul for people to arrange a Pruzbul, the document which allows someone to 
collect loans that were due after Rosh Hashanah this year. Sessions are scheduled for Sunday, September 18 following the 7:00 Minyan (approximately 
8:30) and following the 8:45 Minyan (approximately 9:30), and at 12 noon, and Sunday, September 25 (Erev Rosh Hashanah) after the 7:00 and 8:00 
Minyanim. Those unable to attend any of these sessions should please consult the Cyberbrief for a document that can be sent to the Bais Din. 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
September 9 - 10, 2022 - 14 Elul 5782 - Parshas Ki Seitzei 

Light Candles by 7:07 - Havdalah 8:05 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 

COVID-19 Updates
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccine

(16 years of age or older), but who chooses to not be vaccinated 
may attend YISE Minyanim and events with the following 
guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals must remain masked at all 
times while in the Shul building, including at Kiddushes and/or 
other events containing food. Masks may not be removed to eat or 
drink. Exceptions will be made for private functions being held at 
the Shul, but that are not Shul sponsored events. 

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not come
to shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills, muscle aches,
sore throat, severe cough, headache, nausea or vomiting,
diarrhea, fatigue, congestion or runny nose, or new loss of sense
of taste or smell. If you have tested positive for COVID, you
should follow the CDC guidelines.

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for children
under 16.

• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE building.
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to 
return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each 
other as we navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow 
stronger as individuals and as a community. 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by Arleeta & Rabbi Dr. Ivan Lerner in honor of their 55th wedding 
anniversary and with gratitude to Hashem for the many blessings He has granted them and by 

Rabbi Roy Rosenbaum in honor of his wife Judy’s birthday. 

YISE Youth Announcements
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, September 10, from 10:00 AM 
until Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the 
toddler room off the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) 
in the room behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years will meet at 
Shomrai and walk over to the Yeshiva. For more information, 
contact Debbie Katz at at dkatz@yise.org  
New Shabbos Group for 5th and 6th Grade Girls starts this 
week, September 10. This group will gather in the front yard 
of The House next to the Shul promptly at 10 am and go 
inside together. See flyer for details. 
Jr. Minyan - Jay Marcus, new YISE Youth Activities Director, is 
starting a Jr. Minyan for boys in grades 4 - 6 next week, 
September 17, Parshas Ki Savo. The Jr. Minyan meets at the 
Yeshiva at 10:00 AM. 
Calling All Rising 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi Rosenbaum is 
learning weekly with rising 5th and 6th grade boys one hour 
before Mincha in the YISE Social Hall. Bring your hard 
questions! Refreshments will be served. See flyer for details. 
Teen Minyan - The Teen Minyan, led by Rabbi Moshe Holzer, 
meets at 9:15 AM every Shabbos in The House next to the 
Shul. Kiddush is served after davening. 

Shabbos Schedule 
Minyan locations are B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall, LBM = 

Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 7:07, and not before 6:06
• Mincha: 5:50 (Plag, B), 7:10 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15

(Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:05 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends: 8:05
Divrei Torah/Shiurim: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Postelnek 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Postelnek 
• Shiur after Mincha Rabbi Warren Goldstein 

Please join us between Mincha and Maariv this Shabbos to hear a 
Shiur from Rabbi Warren Goldstein, Chief Rabbi of South Africa. 

Kiddush Sponsors: 
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by the Hashkamah

Minyan Kiddush Group. 
• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by the Walter Family in honor of

John’s Bar Mitzvah and the 1 year anniversary of Sidney’s Bat Mitzvah.

Mazal Tov 
• Esther Edeson and family on the marriage of her granddaughter Faith

Edeson, daughter of Helene & Rabbi Nathan Edeson, to Jason Roden, 
son of Linda & Marvin Roden of Columbus, Ohio. 

• Shari & Rabbi Scott Hillman on the marriage of their daughter,
Tova, to Zachary Berman, son of Dr. David E. Berman of Potomac,
MD and Tina Hahn of Singers Glen, VA.

• Judy & Zevi Mehlman on the engagement of Devorah Mehlman to
Wade Jacob Melnick, and to parents Amelia & Warren Melnick. Mazal 
Tov to grandfather Jack Mehlman and all the aunts, uncles, and cousins.

• Debra & Arthur Sapper on the occasion of their grandson, Yitzchak
Shlomo Brotsky, son of Sarah & R. Dovid Brotsky, becoming a Bar
Mitzvah, in Cincinnati, OH.

• Gila & Rabbi Myron Wakschlag on the birth of a granddaughter,
Chava Esther, born to their children Adina & Rabbi Baruch Schonbrun
of Teaneck, NJ. Mazal Tov to big brother Usher, Savta Raba Judith
Halpern, and to all of the aunts, uncles, and cousins.

• Zvi Walter and Jennifer Reich on the Bar Mitzvah of their son John
and the 1 year anniversary of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter
Sidney. Mazal Tov also to grandparents Joan & Don Walter and
Maddy & Bernie Reich and to all of the aunts, uncles and cousins.



Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for this Past Week:
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and

all those who attend his Shiur.
• Ros & Herman Efron with gratitude to Hashem on their 75th wedding

anniversary, Shehechiyanu V’Kiyimanu V’higiyanu Lazman Hazeh.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Shiur 
• Ros & Herman Efron with gratitude to Hashem on their 75th wedding

anniversary, Shehechiyanu V’Kiyimanu V’higiyanu Lazman Hazeh.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur 
• Esther Kantz to commemorate the Yahrzeit of her father-in-law, Morris Kantz,

Moshe Ben Shalom Shachna, on the 17th of Av.
• Rabbi Saul & Susan Koss in memory of Susan's mother, Bertha Blumenthal, on

her 7th Yahrzeit this Shabbos.
• Debi & Max Rudmann to commemorate the Shloshim of Mrs. Sarah Braun, Z”L.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur 
• Esther Kantz to commemorate the Yahrzeit of her father-in-law, Morris Kantz,

Moshe Ben Shalom Shachna, on the 17th of Av.
8:45 Minyan Drasha 
• Rabbi Saul & Susan Koss in memory of Susan's mother, Bertha Blumenthal, on

her 7th Yahrzeit this Shabbos.

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together 
again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives speedily. Until that point, YISE 
continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now 
available for sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 

Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a 
Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a 
Simcha or any other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the 
Shul's other sources of revenue are not available. 

1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim
together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship at $54 each.
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each.

Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued)
Pre-Selichos Kumsitz - Join us for soulful singing and be inspired on the first night 
of Selichos. Music by local band Naaleh, with inspiring words by Rabbi Rosenbaum 
and Rabbi Postelnek. Motzei Shabbos, September 17, 11:30 PM - 12:45 AM in the 
Social Hall. Dairy and Pareve refreshments will be served. Sponsors welcome. See 
flyer for details. 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a series on the laws of Shabbos 
with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at the home of David & 
Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the WhatsApp 
group contact Rabbi Postelnek at rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings available at 
https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos See flyer for details. 
Pre-Rosh Hashana Family Apple Picking - Sunday, September 18, 10:00 AM - 
1:00 PM at Homestead Farms in Poolesville. $3 per person. RSVP to 
akramer@yise.org See flyer for details. 
Come Join Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class on Zoom! Bikur Cholim 
of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee: Rabbi Koss will be 
speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, October 3, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
on Zoom A. For more info., contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and clean up for 
Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know when you are available. 
Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, has a 
current need at this time. Please sign to volunteer if you can. For more information or 
if you need help signing up, please contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, 
mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at 
http://audio.yise.org 

 Weekday Shiurim
Options for in-person and remote learning are listed 

below. For the latest list and times, go to: 
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of
Tehillim followed by a 15-minute Shiur on the
Parsha. Monday through Friday, 9:30 AM, Zoom A.

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of
Tehillim, followed by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur.
Sunday through Thursday, 6:30 PM, Zoom A.

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for
Women (spiritual self-improvement), Sundays at
9:30 AM, Zoom A.

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men,
Tuesdays and Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A.

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at
11:00 AM, now learning Mishlei, Zoom A.

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now
learning Sefer Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM,
Zoom A.

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for
Men - Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45
AM Shiurim:
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi

Yitzchak Mandel
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced

Jew - Rabbi Hillel Shaps
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi

Yitzhak Grossman
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging

Parsha Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara

Shiur, Sundays at 10:00 AM, Zoom C.
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at

Shomrai) - 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info.,
contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org
347-869-9361.
• For Men:

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same
Page Gemara - Zoom D.

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman -
Reading Responsa - Zoom E.

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman -
Yesodei Hatorah Gemara Skills Building -
Zoom F.

• For Women:
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, is on

summer break.
• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at

8:45 PM. Join the fastest growing Halacha learning
program in the world! Now back in person at YISE.
Register at gwckollel.org/scp

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet
Chulin, Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20
AM, in the Franco Beit Midrash.

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social
Hall, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM. For more information,
contact Rabbi Levy 240-423-8810.

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry
Greengart’s Shiurim for men & women, Mondays
at 9:00 AM, studying Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B.

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and
Women, Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, “A Second Look -
Stories in the Torah from a Deeper Perspective”, is
on summer break.

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur
for Men, learning Maseches Bava Metzia.
Wednesday evenings, 8:15 PM, Zoom G.

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and 
enter the meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter 
the meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn 
Zoom E: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom F: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 



Rachel Bassan Horowitz Memorial Fund 
Rachel Bassan Horwitz, a 32-year-old mother of three small boys, came to the United States from Israel for a hoped-for, life-saving transplant. 
However, Rachel passed away in February 1994. She grew up in Silver Spring and the community set up a fund in her memory to be used to help 
individuals with MEDICAL needs. We have distributed thousands and thousands of dollars to individuals living in our area as well as in 
communities in both the US and Israel requiring financial assistance with medical needs. Our funds are depleting and in order for us to continue 
this much needed Medical Needs Fund, we need your financial assistance. We hope we can count on you. Your support is critical. 
Tax deductible contributions may be made payable to  Young Israel Shomrai Emunah (YISE) Charity SPECIAL Fund, mark for Bassan Fund. 
Send to: Howard Schulman, 707 Lamberton Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20902. For further information, call Howard Schulman at 301-213-2429.  
Norma Burdett and Pearl Bassan may also answer some questions about the Bassan Fund.

The Week Ahead Sunday 
September 11 

Monday 
September 12 

Tuesday 
September 13 

Wednesday 
September 14 

Thursday 
September 15 

Friday 
September 16 

Shacharis 
Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 

Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 7:05 7:05 7:05 7:05 7:05 See Shabbos
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 7:00 7:00 7:00 7:00 7:00 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:31 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 5:59 AM, Latest Netz: 6:52 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 9:55 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:36 PM, Earliest Shkia: 7:13 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 8:03 PM 

Community Programs & Listings
Condolences to the family of Elizabeth (Liz) Kruger on her passing. The funeral took place in Israel. A recording of the funeral is available at 
https://livestream.com/bti/levaya-lizzie-robinson/videos/232809297 
Kemp Mill Outdoor and At-Home Shofar Blowing - Monday, September 26 and Tuesday, September 27. See flyer for details. 
Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a 
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209. 
Halacha and Design of a Modern Mikvah - The Mikvah Emunah Society invites men and women to a Shiur by Rabbi Hillel Shaps on Sunday, 
September 11, at 11:00 AM in the KMS tent, followed by “A Look at the Inner-Workings of The Wallerstein Mikvah”, a tour led by Alan Broder. Please 
email mikvahgw@gmail.com to let us know you're joining us, so we can prepare enough coffee and refreshments; however, walk-ins are welcome. 
Insights from 2 Rebbetzins: Navigating Motherhood, Marriage, and Taharat HaMishpacha While Raising Teens and Tweens - An online event 
for women only, featuring Chaya Wolvovsky & Alanna Pepper. Tuesday, September 13 at 8:30 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 890 0684 4531. Passcode: 
982806. A program of the Robin Niman Mikvah Education Fund, with support from the OU Women’s Initiative. 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, September 14, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
Erev Yom Tom Mikvah for Men - The Mikvah Emunah Society of Greater Washington is pleased to offer use of the Wallerstein Mikvah in Kemp Mill 
to men, on Erev Rosh Hashanah and Erev Yom Kippur. Volunteers are needed as well. Please see https://mikvahemunah.com/men for all the info. 
Sukkah Building - The YGW Boys' senior class of 2023 is building and taking down Sukkahs to raise money for their Israel trip. For times and prices, 
contact ygwseniors2023@gmail.com or text (240)-381-1802. 
Yom Tov Food Drive - Please contribute food to the Capital Kosher Pantry’s Pre-Rosh Hashanah Food Drive. Suggested items include honey bears, 
grape juice, soup mix, gefilte fish, pareve chocolate chips, canned olives, Yahrzeit candles, Shabbos candles, tea lights and Havdalah candles. Drop off at 
Shalom Kosher, Moti’s Market, KMS, YISE or at the Capital Kosher Pantry, 1910 University Blvd. W., Silver Spring, MD 20902. 
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org  
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, September 14 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

    Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi     Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
September 16 - 17, 2022 - 21 Elul 5782 

Parshas Ki Savo 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 6:56, but not before 5:57
• Mincha: 5:40 (Plag, B), 7:00 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 6:55 (B), 6:50 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 7:53



To All 5th & 6th 
Grade Girls....

EXCITING NEW SHABBOS GROUP

Every Shabbos Morning
In The YISE House (next to Shul)

 

10:00-11:15
 

Starting September 10th



Calling all 
5th and 6th 
grade boys

Please join Rabbi Rosenbaum and 
your friends for Torah Learning 

 Every Shabbos afternoon 
 one hour before Mincha 

 Bring your hardest questions! 

Shabbos Refreshments Will Be 
Served!! 

One hour before Mincha 
 YISE Social Hall 



SUNDAYSUNDAY
Greater Washington
Community Kollel 
in conjunction with 
Young Israel 
Shomrai Emunah BRUNCH

& LEARN
Sunday Mornings

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah, 1132 Arcola Ave. Breakfast: 9:30am - Classes 9:45-10:30am Men's programming - Free of charge

Topic
TBD

For more info please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org or 347-869-9361

Four GREAT learning options 
to choose from !

Illuminating
Inquiries in Halacha

Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel

Judaism 102: 
 Fundamentals for 

the experienced Jew
Rabbi Hillel Shaps

Navigating Navi
Sefer Yehoshua

Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman

Parsha Perspectives

Rabbi Menachem Winter

 An Exploration of engaging
Parsha topics

Schedule change for

Rosh Chodesh Elul,

Sunday, Aug 28:

Breakfast: 9:50am

Classes: 10:05am



S u n d a y , S e p t em b e r 1 1 t h
4 : 0 0 - 6 : 3 0 pm

F i e l d @ Y e s h i v a B o y s S c h o o l
1 2 1 6 A r c o l a A v e

A n n u a l Y I S EJoJJ ioo n usuu !Join us!

* * P l e a s e d o n o t p a r k i n Y e s h i v a p a r k i n g l o t * *
P a r k i n g a v a i l a b l e i n t h e Kemp M i l l S h o p p i n g C e n t e r

W a l k - i n s  w e l c o m e !



Meeting id 416 963 9000
Password 492019Zoom

a two-part series by rabbi postelnek

sep. 12 
Monday
8:30 pm

sep. 19
Monday
8:30 pm

&



S t a r t i n g  S e p .  1 3 t h

At the home of David and Tamara Goodman 

Tuesdays
 8:15 - 9:00PM 

11611 Kemp Mill Rd

J O I N  Y I S E  Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

WITH RABBI POSTELNEK

Learn the background & practical laws including washing
hands in the sukkah, pesik reisha, moving flowers, and more! 





Pre-Selichos Kumsitz 
Join us for soulful singing and be inspired 

on the first night of Selichos. 
Open to all. 

• Music by local band Naaleh •

........,.; 

· With inspiring words from

Rabbi Dovid 

Rosenbaum 

Rabbi Rosenbaum 
and 

Rabbi Postelnel< Rabbi Yosef
     Postelnek 

Motzei Shabbos, September17 
11:30 p.m.- 12:45 a.m. 
Dairy and pareve refreshments served 

in the social hall at 11:30 p.m., followed by kumsitz.

Selichos follows in the Belonofsl<y Sanctuary.

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah • 1132 Arcola Avenue 
Sponsors welcome {$18; $36). For info, call shul office 

or email stuartrosenthal@yise.org. 

With the support of the YISE Meaningful Tefilah Project. 



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
10:00a-1:00p

Homestead Farms
15604 Sugarland Rd

Poolesville, MD 20837

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

Admission $3 per person age 1+
Produce picked is charged on a per pound
basis at the end of your visit 

RSVP strongly encouraged 
to akramer@yise.org



גתשפ״ השנה ראש  
Kemp Mill Outdoor and At-Home 

Shofar Blowing 5783 

The shofar will be sounded at the following outdoor locations of each day of Rosh Hashana,  
Monday, September 26 and Tuesday, September 27: 

Location Time(s) 

Chabad of Silver Spring, 519 Lamberton Drive 2:00, 3:00, 4:00, 5:00, 6:00 

Kemp Mill Synagogue, 11910 Kemp Mill Road 6:10 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah, 1132 Arcola Avenue 
(house adjacent to shul) 4:45 

Cosgrave Court  4:00 

Spring Mill MCPS Building, corner of Kemp Mill Rd. and 
Fulham St. 5:00 

University Towers (grass field by pool, Warwick side) time to be announced 

• As endorsed by area Rabbis, 30 shofar blasts will be sounded.
• In case of rain:  Shofar blowing at Chabad and KMS will occur as scheduled in their tents.

Shofar blowing at YISE will move inside.  Shofar blowing at Cosgrave Court, Spring Mill
School, and University Towers will occur in light rain but will be cancelled in case of heavy
rain, lightning, or strong winds.

We also are offering shofar blowing for those unable to leave their homes.  If you or someone 
you know needs this service, please contact Aron Trombka at atrombka@gmail.com or 301-
385-9348 by September 19. 

ומתוקה טובה שנה  



Order your Lulavim & Esrogim
from YISE

and help support the Shul!
YISE is working this year with Josh Breitstein to bring

you the finest quality Arba Minim sets. Complete
details and order form at: www.yise.org/lulav

Aleph     $ 85
Beis $ 70
Gimmel $ 55
Chinuch $ 36

Order deadline:  September 25, 2022

Pickup will be on October 6, 2022, 4 PM – 9 PM

Payment at pickup - check payable to Josh Breitstein, or cash.



Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
Does Love Conquer All? - Our parsha contains 
more laws than any other. Some of them have 
generated much study and debate, especially two at 
the beginning, the law of the captive woman and that 
of the “stubborn and rebellious son.” There is, 
however, one law that deserves much more attention 
than it has generally received, namely the one placed 
between these two. It concerns the laws of 
inheritance: If a man has two wives, and he loves 
one but not the other, and both bear him sons but the 
firstborn is the son of the wife he does not love, 
when he wills his property to his sons, he must not 
give the rights of the firstborn to the son of the wife 
he loves in preference to his actual firstborn, the son 
of the wife he does not love. He must acknowledge 
the son of his unloved wife as the firstborn by giving 
him a double share of all he has. That son is the first 
sign of his father’s strength. The right of the 
firstborn belongs to him. 
 Note that the Hebrew word here translated as “does 
not love” or “unloved” is senuah, which normally 
means “hated.” We will see later why this strong 
word is used. 
  On the face of it, this is a straightforward, logical 
law. It tells us that love must not override justice. 
The firstborn, in ancient Israel and elsewhere, have 
special rights, especially in connection with 
inheritance. In most societies they tended to succeed 
to their father’s position. That was the case in Israel 
in relation to kingship and priesthood. They did not 
inherit all the father’s property, but they did inherit 
twice as much as the other children. 
 It was important to have rules like the above to 
avoid damaging family splits every time a death 
occurred or was imminent. The Torah gives us a 
graphic example of the court intrigue that went on, 
as David lay dying, as to which of his children 
should be his heir. More recently, lehavdil, there 
have been several examples of Hassidic dynasties 
irreparably torn apart because different groups 
wanted different individuals to inherit the leadership. 
 There is a tension between individual liberty and the 
common good. Individual liberty says, “This wealth 
is mine. I should be able to do with it what I like, 
including deciding to whom to hand it on.” But there 
is also the welfare of others, including the other 
children, other family members, and the community 
and society that are damaged by family disputes. The 
Torah here draws a line, acknowledging the rights of 
the biological firstborn and circumscribing the rights 
of the father. 
 The law as such is straightforward. What makes it 
remarkable is that it reads as if it were directed 
against a specific biblical figure, namely Jacob. One 
connection is linguistic. The key terms in our law are 
an opposition between ahuvah, “loved,” and senuah, 
“hated/unloved.” This opposition occurs ten times in 
the Torah. Three have to do with the relationship 
between us and God: “those who hate Me and those 
who love Me.” That leaves seven other cases. Four 
are in the paragraph above. The other three are all 
about Jacob: two of them about his love for Rachel 
in preference to Leah, the third about his love for 
Joseph in preference to the other sons. Both caused 
great grief within the family and had devastating 
consequences in the long run. 
 This is how the Torah describes Jacob’s feelings for 
Rachel:  Jacob loved Rachel and said, “I’ll work for 
you (Laban) seven years in return for your younger 

daughter Rachel” … So Jacob served seven years for 
Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him 
because of his love for her … And Jacob cohabited 
with Rachel also; indeed, he loved Rachel more than 
Leah. And he served him (Laban) another seven 
years. 
 And this is its description of the impact it had on 
Leah:  When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, He 
enabled her to conceive, but Rachel remained 
childless. Leah conceived and bore a son, and named 
him Reuben; for she declared, “It means: ‘The Lord 
has seen my affliction’; it also means: ‘Now my 
husband will love me.’” She conceived again and 
bore a son, and declared, “This is because the Lord 
heard that I was hated and has given me this one 
also,” so she named him Simeon. 
 I have translated the word senuah here as “hated” 
simply to give a sense of the shock of the text as it is 
in Hebrew. We also understand why this word is 
used. Leah was, as the text says, loved less than 
Rachel. Jacob did not hate her, but she felt hated, 
because less loved, thus unloved. This feeling 
dominated her marriage as we see in the names she 
gave her eldest children. The rivalry continues and 
intensifies in the next generation:  When his brothers 
saw that their father loved him (Joseph) more than 
any of his brothers, they hated him and could not 
speak a peaceful word to him. 
 Less loved, the brothers felt hated, and so they hated 
the more loved Joseph. Love generates conflict, even 
though none of the parties want conflict. Jacob 
didn’t hate Leah or her sons or the sons of the 
handmaids. He did not deliberately decide to love 
Rachel and later Joseph. Love doesn’t work like that. 
It happens to us, usually not of our choosing. Yet 
those outside the relationship can feel excluded and 
unloved. This feels like being hated. The Torah uses 
the word senuah to tell us how serious the feeling is. 
It is not enough to say “I love you too,” when every 
act, every word, every look says, “I love someone 
else more.” 
 Which brings us to inheritance. Joseph was the 
eleventh of Jacob’s twelve sons, but the firstborn of 
Jacob’s beloved Rachel. Jacob proceeded to do what 
our parsha tells us not to do. He deprived Reuven, 
his and Leah’s firstborn, of the birthright, the double 
portion, and gave it instead to Joseph. To Joseph he 
said:  Now, your two sons, who were born to you in 
the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, 
shall be mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine 
no less than Reuben and Simeon. 
 Later in the same chapter, he says: “I am about to 
die; but God will be with you and bring you back to 
the land of your fathers. And now, I assign to you 
one portion more than to your brothers, which I 
wrested from the Amorites with my sword and bow” 
(Gen. 48:21-22). There are many interpretations of 
this verse, but according to Rashi, “This refers to the 
birthright, that Joseph’s children should receive two 
portions when Canaan would be divided amongst the 
tribes.” Jacob’s other children would receive one 
portion, while Joseph would receive two, one for 
each of his sons Ephraim and Manasseh. 
 It is against this practice that the law in our parsha is 
directed. That is what is extraordinary. Jacob/Israel is 
the father of our people. But specifically in this 
respect, his conduct must not be taken as a 
precedent. We are forbidden to act as he did. 
 The Torah is not telling us that Jacob did wrong. 
There are all sorts of explanations that reconcile his 

behaviour with later law. Jacob did not keep the 
Torah except in the land of Israel (Ramban), and his 
gift of a double portion to Joseph happened in Egypt. 
We are forbidden to transfer the birthright on 
grounds of love alone, but we may do so if we 
believe that the firstborn has significant character 
deficiencies, which Jacob believed to be true of 
Reuben. 
 But the law is telling us something very profound 
indeed. Love is the highest of emotions. We are 
commanded to love God with all our heart, soul and 
might. But it is also, in family contexts, fraught with 
danger. Love ruined Jacob’s life, time and again: in 
his relationship with Esau (Isaac loved Esau, 
Rebecca loved Jacob), in the relationship between 
Leah and Rachel, and in the relationship between 
Joseph and his brothers. Love brings joy. It also 
brings tears. It brings some people close, but makes 
others feel distanced, rejected. 
 Therefore, says the Torah, in our command: when 
love is likely to be the cause of conflict, it must take 
second place to justice. Love is partial, justice is 
impartial. Love is for someone specific; justice is for 
everyone. Love brings personal satisfaction; justice 
brings social order. 
 Judaism is the most effective attempt in history to 
provide the proper balance between the particular 
and the universal. It is both. It worships the universal 
God by way of a particular faith. It believes in a 
universal connection between God and humanity – 
we are all in God’s image – and a particular one – 
“My child, My firstborn, Israel”. It believes in a 
universal covenant with Noah, and a particular one, 
with Abraham and later the Israelites. So, it believes 
in the universality of justice and the particularity of 
love and the importance of both. 
 When it comes to the relationship between humans, 
there is an order of priority. First create justice, then 
express love. For if we let those priorities be 
reversed, allowing injustice in the name of love, we 
will divide and destroy families and groups and 
suffer the consequences for a long time. 
 A seemingly minor law about inheritance is in fact a 
major statement of Jewish values. I believe that 
Judaism got it right by placing love at the heart of 
the religious life – love of God, neighbour and 
stranger – but at the same time recognising that 
without justice, love will not save us. It may even 
destroy us. 
Devar Torah: R. Dr. Norman J. Lamm, z”l 
An Unforgettable Devar Torah: [Excerpt] Memory 
and forgetfulness are subjects for study by 
psychologists, neurologists, and cyberneticists. It is 
for them to learn and explain the “how” of these 
processes, the mechanisms and the dynamics. 
 But these two themes are also the substance of 
spiritual life. Many Torah commandments refer to 
remembering and forgetting. We are commanded to 
remember, amongst other things: the Sabbath, the 
day we left the Land of Egypt, what the Lord did to 
Miriam (and, thus, the teaching that no one is 
infallible), how we angered the Lord in the desert, 
and, to be aware of our own penchant for ingratitude. 
 Similarly, there are commandments concerning 
forgetfulness. Most prominent is the commandment 
of shikheĥa – that if one has harvested his field and 
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forgotten a corner, he must not return to it but leave 
that forgotten corner for the poor. Even more 
paradoxical is a commandment to forget (although it 
is not worded explicitly in that manner). We must 
forget grudges, insults, hurt: “You shall not take 
revenge, you shall not bear a grudge”. Forgetfulness 
is even considered a blessing. The Talmud teaches: 
“It is ordained that the dead be forgotten from the 
heart.” Rabbenu Bechaye has pointed out that this is 
a great blessing, for if man were always to remember 
the dead, he soon would be laden with such grief that 
he could not survive emotionally or spirituality. 
 But most often, and most usual, forgetfulness is 
regarded as an evil, as a sin. Thus, the Rabbis taught, 
“If one forgets a single item from his studies, 
Scripture considers it as if he were guilty with his 
life.” 
 And, of course, the source of all these 
commandments is the concluding portion of our 
sidra: Remember what Amalek, that barbaric and 
savage tribe, did to you… “You shall not forget”. 
 But this commandment not to forget is problematic. 
After all,  everyone forgets. Forgetting is natural; it 
is part of both our psychological and physiological 
selves. It is not a volitional or deliberate act. How, 
then, can the Torah consider it a sin if we forget? 
 Permit me to recommend to you an answer 
suggested by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Alter, the first 
Gerrer Rebbe, known to posterity by the name of his 
great halakhic work, Ĥidushei HaRim. 
Forgetfulness, he says, often depends upon man. For 
we are not speaking here of simple recollection of 
facts, but the kind of forgetfulness that implies the 
emptying out of the mind, the catharsis of the heart 
of its most basic spiritual principles, of the very 
props of its identity. And this kind of forgetfulness 
has its roots in arrogance. 
 When a person’s mind is preoccupied with itself, it 
has little place for what is really important – and thus 
forgets it. Hence we read: “And your heart shall be 
lifted up, and you will forget the Lord your God who 
takes you out of the Land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slaves.” 
 Similarly, we are commanded to remember and not 
to forget Amalek. Now, the numerical value of the 
Hebrew word Amalek is 240 – the very same 
numerical value as the word ram, the word we use 
when we say that the heart is being lifted, raised, 
exalted, supercilious! When a person is filled with 
conceit, he falters and forgets. 
 Too much ego results in too little memory. An 
absent mind is the result of a swelled head. A high 
demeanor results in a low recall. If your heart is 
arrogant, you will forget Amalek. This is the 
arithmetic of mind and character. 
 Indeed, this potential for forgetting who we truly are 
is a human, if not a specifically Jewish, weakness. 
Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook has taught us that the 
root of all evil is that we forget who we are, our 
higher selves. We turn cynical and act as if man is 
only an amalgam of base drives, of ego-satisfactions, 
of sexual and material grasping. We forget that, in 
addition, man is capable of noble action, of sublime 
sentiment, of self-sacrifice. When we forget that, we 
are in desperate trouble. 
 Most Jews who assimilate today, unlike those of the 
early and middle parts of this century, do not do so 
primarily because of self-hatred, but because of a 
massive act of ethnic forgetfulness. And such 
national absent-mindedness, of forgetting our higher 
identity, is often the result of “And your heart shall 
be lifted up.” Our memory is weakened by excessive 
affluence and too much self-confidence. We 
American Jews act as if our liberties and successes 
are self-evidently our right. We act as if our good 
fortune is deserved. And so, “And your heart shall be 
lifted up,” leads to “and you will forget the Lord 

your God.” And what do we most often forget? 
Amalek! 
 …Most importantly, one of the things we must 
never dare to forget is the contemporary Amalek, the 
Holocaust. The news that the younger generation of 
Germans does not want to be reminded of it, that 
they feel they did not participate in it, comes as no 
surprise to me. But Jews must never fall into the trap 
of “And your heart shall be lifted” and hereby forget 
Amalek. Remember and do not forget! The 
Holocaust must constantly become part of our 
education, commemoration, and motivation for 
further study and spiritual development.  Conversely, 
if we remember Amalek, that will lead to a realistic 
assessment of ourselves, and we shall be able to 
avoid the pitfall of a “lifted heart.” 
 The United States and the entire Western world are 
today in the doldrums. We are, all of us, in a 
pessimistic mood about the economy, something 
which affects each and every one of us. If the Lord 
helps, and we all escape economic disaster, then 
perhaps we will have learned to rid ourselves of the 
cultural and psychological and moral signs of 
decadence in our culture, all these corruptions the 
result of “And your heart shall be lifted,” over-
confidence inspired by affluence. So, the Ĥidushei 
HaRim has given us an unforgettable devar Torah 
about forgetfulness and arrogance.  It is a lesson 
worthy of our deep thought and meditation.  
Remember it. Do not forget. [1974] 
Dvar Torah: Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis   
We must always remember the Ammonites and the 
Moabites. Why? Who were they? What’s this all 
about?  In Parshat Ki Teitsei, the Torah tells us how 
when the Israelites were moving towards the 
promised land, they came to the territories of the 
Ammonites and the Moabites. However, the Torah 
says, “Al d’var asher lo kidmu etchem balechem 
uvamayim,” -  these two nations “did not come out 
to greet us and to offer us bread to eat and water to 
drink.”  Because of their inhospitable nature, the 
Torah says that they should be remembered always 
and should never be allowed to enter into the 
assembly of God.  
 Now, we can well imagine that a nation that had 
been travelling for a long time desperately needed 
something to eat and to drink. However in the 
Midrash, we are told that Rabbi Shimon in the name 
of Rab Eliezer posed a great question:  At that time 
the Israelites were blessed. They were receiving 
manna from heaven, and water was coming 
miraculously out of a rock for them every day, so 
they really didn’t need anything to eat or drink!   
 Nonetheless, we remember how inhospitable the 
Moabites and the Ammonites were!  Therefore, Rav 
Shimon taught that if the Moabites and Ammonites 
should be remembered for all time for being 
inhospitable towards people who didn’t really need 
food or drink, how much more so is it a great 
mitzvah for us to show hospitality to those who 
really need it?  
 I believe this is so relevant to us right now. As, 
Thank God, we are gradually moving towards the 
post-Covid Era, for me, one of the most exciting 
elements of some regulations being removed is the 
opportunity we now have once again for hachnasat 
orchim, to bring people into our homes, to have them 
around our tables, to offer them food and drink.   
 It’s something which perhaps we took for granted in 
previous times and which we should never take for 
granted again - the beautiful opportunity to share 
what we have with others. And from Parshat Ki 
Teitsei, we learn that hachnasat orchim, hospitality, 
is not just giving food and drink to people, because 
perhaps they have enough in their homes. Actually 
it’s a mitzvah which goes well beyond that by 
forging a close connection between people and 

between families, something which enhances our 
lives.  Baruch Hashem we now have this opportunity 
- so let’s never be like the Ammonites and the 
Moabites.  
Dvar Torah: World Mizrachi 
Rav Doron Perez  
Winning the Battles from Within 
One of the great Chasidic masters, Rabbi Tzadok 
HaKohen of Lublin, quotes the Zohar on this week’s 
Parasha on what is the essence of a spiritual life.  
  “When you go out to war against your enemy.” The 
simple understanding is going out to war – the 
Jewish people fighting their necessary battles. 
However, Chassidut emphasizes that the real war 
taking place is not the public, collective war of the 
Jewish people, rather it is the war of the individual 
Jew against their yeitzer hara, their evil inclination.  
  Every day there is a battle within the human psyche 
between that which is right and that which is the 
challenge. The true enemy is within and that is the 
battle we have every day.  
  But the battle spoken about in the verses are clearly 
talking about the physical, collective battle – how 
did the rabbis read the verses in such a different 
way? 
  The Jewish approach to our external mission begins 
with our internal mission. Everything begins from 
our internal, spiritual world. If you want to succeed 
in your collective mission, it has to begin with your 
internal world – what type of person are you, how 
are you dealing with the daily challenges of life. 
  If you win the daily battles against the yeitzer hara, 
trumping and triumphing your beliefs, values and 
moral compass against the regular, instinctive 
challenges of daily life, the battles from within 
should, and will, reflect themselves in success in the 
collective battles from without.  
Aish.com: Rabbi Avraham Twerski’s Insights on 
the Torah [Excerpt] - Addiction and Free Will 
If a man will have a wayward and rebellious son, 
who does not hearken to the voice of his father and 
the voice of his mother . . . a glutton and a drunkard.  
The Talmud says that the capital punishment of the 
wayward son was never carried out and is a technical 
impossibility. Why then does the Torah mention it? 
So that we will be rewarded for studying it.  Is it 
logical to have a Jewish law that is a technical 
impossibility and is there only to be studied in 
theory? And what is the specific reward for this? 
  Rabbi Elyah Lopian addresses this issue. He 
prefaces with a question. The Talmud says that the 
wayward son is a youth who steals to satisfy his 
gluttony and his craving for alcohol. The harsh 
punishment decreed by the Torah is not for the crime 
of theft, but because his behavior is certain to 
progress to the point where he will kill to satisfy his 
cravings. 
  Rabbi Lopian says that the Torah relates that when 
God provided water for Ishmael to prevent him from 
dying of thirst in the arid desert, the angels protested, 
“Why save him? His descendants will kill Jews!” (as 
we so tragically know). God responded, “I do not 
judge people by what may transpire in the future.” 
  Why, then, is the wayward son punished for what 
he will do in the future?  Rabbi Lopian answers that 
every person has freedom of choice in his moral and 
ethical behavior. Even a profligate sinner may do 
teshuvah, repentance. However, a youth who steals 
for food and drink has lost his freedom of choice. 
His cravings have overwhelmed his freedom of 
choice, and he is capable of eliminating anything 
that stands in the way of his gratifying his desires. 
  Anyone familiar with addiction recognizes this 
phenomenon…  Understanding the unrelenting 
course of addiction is a reward we receive from 
studying this portion of the Torah.
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King Shlomo writes in Mishlei (25:21-22), “If your enemy is
hungry, feed him bread; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink--
for you will be ‘choteh’ coals on his head, and Hashem will reward
you.” R’ Yehoshua ibn Shuiv z”l (Spain; 14th century) initially
rejects the popular translation of the word, “Choteh,” i.e.,
“scooping.” He writes: G-d forbid that King Shlomo would suggest
that one perform kindness for his enemy for the purpose of taking
revenge on him. Rather, the word means, “removing.” One who
performs acts of kindness for his enemy “removes” burning coals--
i.e., anger--from the enemy’s heart and promotes peace.
Alternatively, if the word does mean, “scooping,” the intention
would be that one may perform acts of kindness for his enemy so
that his enemy will be ashamed to continue hating him.

We read in our Parashah (22:1), “You shall not see the ox of
your brother or his sheep or goat cast off, and hide yourself from
them; you shall surely return them to your brother.” In Parashat
Mishpatim (Shmot 23:4), this same Mitzvah is worded differently:
“If you encounter the ox of your enemy or his donkey wandering,
you shall return it to him repeatedly.” The commandment in our
verse, writes R’ ibn Shuiv, is of general applicability, while the
commandment in Mishpatim, i.e., to return the lost animal of one’s
enemy, is an act “Lifnim Mishurat Ha’din” / beyond the letter of the
law, applicable to a person who wants to conquer his Yetzer Ha’ra.
R’ ibn Shuiv adds that the “enemy” spoken of here is a person that
a righteous Jew hates because of the other’s sinful deeds.
Otherwise, it is forbidden to hate another Jew. Even so, Hashem
does not completely despise even a wicked person, and there is
therefore a Mitzvah to assist him, for one should not try to be
“more religious” than G-d Himself.  (Derashot R”Y ibn Shuiv)

“Shemittat Kesafim”
While the agricultural aspects of the Shemittah year apply only to the

land and produce of Eretz Yisrael, the Mitzvah of Shemittat Kesafim /
releasing loans applies between Jews anywhere in the world. This week, we
discuss a related Mitzvah.

The anonymous sage known only as “a Levi from Barcelona” z”l (Spain;
13th century) writes: We are commanded not to refrain from making loans
to those in need because of fear of the Shemittah, which will cancel the
loan. About this it is written (Devarim 15:9), “Beware lest there be a
lawless thought in your heart, saying, ‘The seventh year approaches, the
remission year,’ and you will look malevolently upon your destitute
brother and refuse to give him. . .

Among the foundations of this Mitzvah is strengthening the Middah /
trait of generosity in our hearts and distancing us in an extreme way from
stinginess. There is no one in the world more generous than one who
makes a loan knowing that, if for some reason, he does not collect the debt
before the Shemittah, it will be lost. Moreover, anyone who understands
the Torah’s ways and appreciates its worth even a little bit knows without
a doubt that [in the words of Mishlei 11:24], “There is one who scatters and
gathers more, and one who refrains from what is proper--only for a loss.”
Hashem judges each person according to his deeds, and will give him from
His blessing to the degree that he comes close to Him. Stinginess, on the
other hand, is an iron divider between a person and Hashem’s blessing.

(Sefer Ha’chinuch 480)

R’ Shaul Yisraeli z”l (1909-1995; Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Merkaz
Harav) writes:

Imagine! The Torah warns elsewhere against trickery and deceit, on
withholding wages from laborers and so on. The Torah commands us to
conduct business faithfully, and to use honest measures and weights. In the
face of all these laws, a man works and toils until he has saved a certain
amount. – Continued in box inside –
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“You shall wipe out the memory of Amalek from under the

heaven--you shall not forget.”  (25:19)
Here the Torah commands that we erase the memory of Amalek. But,

in Parashat Beshalach we read (Shmot 17:14), “I [Hashem] shall surely
erase the memory of Amalek from under the heavens.” Who, then, is to
erase the memory of Amalek--Hashem or us?

R’ Meir Rosenbaum z”l (mid-20th century rabbi in Cuba and Guatemala)
answers: Amalek was an actual people, the first nation that attacked the
Jewish People after the Exodus. But, the term “Amalek” has come to
represent more than that one nation--it represents antisemitism in general.

He continues: There are two kinds of antisemitism. There are gentiles
who have an unexplainable hatred for Jews without ever having met a Jew--
for example, William Shakespeare, who is unlikely to have met a Jew since
he lived at a time when Jews were banished from England. Nevertheless,
he caricatured a stereotypical Jewish money-lender in one of his works.
Then there are gentiles who become anti-Semites because they witness one
Jew or a few Jews misbehaving or because they are jealous of a few Jews
who they see living ostentatious lifestyles. This latter type of antisemitism
is what Yaakov Avinu warned of when he told his sons (Bereishit 42:1),
“Why make yourselves conspicuous?”

R’ Rosenbaum concludes: The two verses about erasing the memory of
Amalek refer to these two types of antisemitism. We must destroy the
“Amalek,” the antisemitism, that is a response to our behavior or lifestyle.
But, there is also irrational antisemitism that we can never eradicate on
our own; that “Amalek” only Hashem can erase.  

(Ha’Torah L’Ohr Ha’Tekufah p.340)
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“You shall make a fence for your roof, so that you will not place

blood in your house if a fallen one falls from it.”  (22:8)
Rashi z”l comments: The person who falls is called “fallen one” to

indicate that he deserved to fall to his death on account of some crime he
had committed. Nevertheless, make a fence around your roof so that you
won’t be the agent of his misfortune, for meritorious things are brought
about through the agency of meritorious people and bad things through the
agency of unworthy people. [Until here paraphrased from Rashi]

R’ Yaakov Kranz z”l (1741-1804; Dubno Maggid) writes: We should
learn from this teaching that, no matter what happens to a person, he is
expected to study the event to determine why Hashem did this to him.
Every misfortune, great or small, is a message from Hashem, a sign of some
Divine displeasure. By studying the particulars of the misfortune--its
timing, its severity, its nature, etc.--one can find hints as to its cause.

He adds: The Gemara (Chullin 94a) says that a guest may not share his
food with the child of his host without permission. The Gemara relates that
this decree was made after an incident in which three guests did share
their food with their host’s child, unbeknownst to their host. When the host
saw his child eating, he assumed his child had taken the food without
permission, and he hit his child so hard that he killed him. When the child’s
mother saw this, she went up to the roof and jumped off.

Why, asks the Dubno Maggid, did our Sages react by decreeing that
guests not share their food? Clearly, the host and his wife reacted
irrationally! Nevertheless, he explains, our Sages understood that, if such
a tragedy could result from sharing one’s food with the host’s child, it must
be an act of which Hashem disapproves [even if we don’t know why].
Therefore, they outlawed that practice. We, too, are expected to look for
signs that Hashem disapproves of our actions and to react to those signs.

(Sefer Ha’middot: Sha’ar Ha’Yir’ah ch.14)

R’ Yitzchak Maltzen z”l (1854-1916; Lithuania and Eretz Yisrael) writes:
Based on the above, we can understand also the Gemara (Shabbat 10b) that
teaches: “One should never show favoritism to one child for, because of the
two measures of silk that Yaakov gave Yosef over his brothers [i.e., the
Ketonet Pasim], one thing led to another until our ancestors went down to
Egypt.” R’ Maltzen asks: Did Yaakov’s favoritism really cause our ancestors’
exile? Hadn’t Hashem foretold the exile to Avraham more than 150 years
earlier? He explains: The Gemara does not mean that Yaakov’s favoritism
caused the exile to Egypt. Rather, the Gemara is teaching that the fact that
Hashem used Yaakov’s favoritism of Yosef as an instrument to bring about
the exile indicates that Hashem does not approve when parents show
favoritism to one child.  (Haggadah Shel Pesach Siach Yitzchak p. 3b)

– Continued from back page –
This money which a person has saved notwithstanding all these

commandments is his money which he earned honestly and through
hard work, and now the Torah comes along and obligates him to lend it,
and without interest or benefit. The Jew does this willingly and does not
demand any return on his money; only one thought beats in his heart,
there is only one thing that he wishes to guarantee — that he will get his
money back. And that single thought, the Torah refers to as
“lawlessness.” The Torah demands that he make loans knowing that he
may never be repaid.

One who goes in the Torah’s way and observes this commandment
will effect a revolution in his thinking about his membership in a
community. Through the quiet observance of this mitzvah, one will solve
many of the hardest social problems that have worried man from time
immemorial.  (Ma’amar “Ha’Shemittah Be’mahalach Ha’dorot”)



 

GANTZ TO US: THE IDF CHIEF OF STAFF WILL DETERMINE ITS RULES 
OF ENGAGEMENT (Arutz-7 9/7/22) 
This morning, Defense Minister Benny Gantz visited the IDF’s Intelligence 
Division, together with the Director of the IDI Maj. Gen. Aharon Haliva, Head 
of the Research Division, Head of Intelligence Operations and additional 
senior officials. 
Responding the US State Department's statement that the US would press 
Israel to change its rules of engagement in light of the death of Al Jazeera 
journalist Shireen Abu Aqleh, Gantz said that the Israel would determine its 
rules of engagement without foreign interference. 
“The IDF’s Chief of the General Staff, and he alone, determines, and will 
continue to determine the rules of engagement in accordance with our 
operational needs and values of the IDF. These instructions are implemented 
in a strict manner by soldiers and their commanders. There has not been, 
and there will not be any political involvement in the matter. IDF troops have 
my full backing in their mission to protect the citizens of Israel. 
"At the same time, we demand that the Palestinian Authority not only speak 
out against terrorism, but also act against it. The spread of weapons and lack 
of governance are harming both the Palestinian people and the Palestinian 
Authority itself. I conveyed this message again today, to PA leadership. We 
will not allow armed men who seek to murder Israelis, to roam around freely. 
We will pursue and stop them. At the same time, we will continue to 
strengthen moderate actors, and prevent harm to the routine lives of the 
majority, who are not involved in terrorism,” Gantz concluded. 
 
TURKISH WARSHIP DOCKS IN ISRAEL, FIRST TIME IN OVER A 
DECADE (YNet 9/3/22) 
For the first time in over a decade, a Turkish warship docked in an Israeli port 
on Saturday, a sign of both the rapprochement between the two countries 
and Israel's close alliance with NATO.  
Turkish destroyer F-247 TCG Kemalreis, which sailed into the Haifa port 
along with the U.S. Navy ship USS Forrest Sherman, is part of a NATO drill. 
The Jewish state fully cooperates with and supports NATO, an Israeli army 
spokesperson said.  
It will remain docked at the port for a few days, during which it will refuel and 
"demonstrate presence," the spokesperson said, adding that the vessel is not 
expected to take part in any additional exercises.  
Turkey, a member of NATO since 1952, is part of the international effort to 
supply arms and aid to Ukraine and help it fight off a brutal Russian invasion.  
Israel and Turkey, two regional powerhouses, expelled ambassadors in 2018 
over clashes at the Gaza border that resulted in the killing of 60 Palestinians 
by Israeli forces during protests against the opening of the U.S. Embassy in 
Jerusalem. 
Yet, the work by Jerusalem and Ankara to mend long-strained ties appears 
to have borne fruit, with security and energy emerging as key areas for 
cooperation. A visit to Turkey by Israeli President Isaac Herzog in March, 
followed by visits by both foreign ministers, helped warm relations. 
 
IN RARE COMMENT, ISRAELI OFFICIAL SAYS SYRIA STRIKES SENT 
'MESSAGE' TO PRESIDENT ASSAD (Ha’aretz 9/7/22) 
A Foreign Ministry official said Wednesday that Israel's alleged airstrikes in 
Syria are a signal to President Bashar Assad, but declined to say whether 
Israel had actually carried out the attacks. 
Ram Ben Barak, chairman of the Israeli parliament's Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee, spoke with Ynet Radio on Wednesday about the recent  

airstrikes on Syria's Aleppo International Airport. 
"The attack meant that certain planes would not be able to land, and that a 
message was relayed to Assad: If planes whose purpose is to encourage 
terrorism land, Syria’s transport capacity will be harmed," he said. 
Syria said on Wednesday that it considered the recent airstrikes on civilian 
infrastructure, which it attributes to Israel, to be a war crime. 
A Syrian Foreign Ministry statement specifically referred to Israeli air raids on 
Tuesday on Aleppo International Airport which damaged the runway and put 
the site out of service for the second time in a week. 
"The recurring Israeli attacks, especially the systematic and deliberate 
targeting of civilian objects in Syria — the latest of which was the targeting of 
Aleppo International Airport yesterday — amounts to a crime of aggression 
and a war crime according to international law," the statement said. 
"Israel must be held to account for it," it added. 
Israel has intensified strikes on Syrian airports to disrupt Tehran's increasing 
use of aerial supply lines to deliver arms to allies in Syria and Lebanon 
including Hezbollah, regional intelligence sources told Reuters. 
Tehran has adopted air transport as a more reliable means of ferrying military 
equipment to its forces and allied fighters in Syria, following disruptions to 
ground transfers. 
Last week's attack damaged the Aleppo airport just before the arrival of a 
plane from Iran, a commander in an Iran-backed alliance told Reuters. 
 
MAJORITY OF ISRAELI ARABS FAVOR ARAB PARTIES JOINING GOV'T 
COALITION (i24NEWS 9/6/22) 
More than 65 percent of Israeli Arabs would be in favor of the entry of Arab 
parties into the government coalition during the next Israeli elections 
scheduled for November 1, an opinion poll showed on Monday.  
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According to a latest survey conducted by Kan, only 30 percent of 
respondents would oppose the move. Nearly 94 percent of supporters of 
Ra’am party led by Mansour Abbas want their party to join the coalition, 
compared to 99 percent of supporters of the Joint List bloc of Ayman Odeh 
and Ahmed Tibi. 
The survey also showed that 57 percent of members of the Arab society 
support the nomination of an Arab candidate for Israel’s prime minister. 
Another survey published by the Statenet Research Institute, led by Yosef 
Makalda, revealed that 79 percent of Ra'am supporters favor recommending 
one of their candidates for the position of prime minister, while 72 percent 
would like Mansour Abbas to take the post. 
In addition, 70 percent of Israeli Arabs believe that participating in the voting 
can positively affect the situation of Arabs in Israel, compared to 30 percent 
who believe that it will have no effect. 
Finally, 65 percent of Israeli Arabs think that the rate of votes can have an 
effect on their economic situation in Israel. However, the polls predict the 
voter turnout would be only 39 percent among Arab Israeli voters, the lowest 
ever recorded. 
 
SLAIN JOURNALIST ABU AKLEH LIKELY KILLED BY ISRAELI STRAY 
BULLET, IDF PROBE CONCLUDES (YNet 9/5/22) 
The Israeli military released on Monday the final conclusions of its probe into 
the death of Palestinian-American journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, determining 
that the Al Jazeera reporter was likely killed by an Israeli stray bullet. 
According to the findings of the probe into the fatal shooting, the military said 
"it is not possible to unequivocally determine the source of the gunfire which 
hit Ms. Abu Akleh. However, there is a high possibility that Ms. Abu Akleh 
was accidentally hit by IDF gunfire that was fired toward suspects identified 
as armed Palestinian gunmen, during an exchange of fire in which life-
risking, widespread and indiscriminate shots were fired toward IDF soldiers." 
Abu Akleh was shot and killed on May 11 while covering an Israeli army raid 
in the northern West Bank city of Jenin. During the operation, clashes 
erupted between Israeli troops and Palestinian gunmen in a densely 
populated area, with the sides exchanging fire for almost an hour, during 
which the reporter was caught in the crossfire. 
The IDF emphasized in its report that troops were firing throughout the entire 
incident "with the intent of neutralizing the terrorists who shot at IDF soldiers, 
also from the area in which Ms. Shireen Abu Akleh was present." 
However, the report did not rule out the possibility Abu Akleh was hit by 
Palestinian gunfire, which it described as "widespread and indiscriminate." 
The raid came as part of an extensive Israeli crackdown on Palestinian 
terrorist activity throughout the West Bank, dubbed Operation Breakwater, 
which was prompted by a series of Palestinian attacks that left 19 Israelis 
dead earlier this year. 
Over the duration of the months-long operation, Israeli forces have made 
hundreds of arrests and seized arms and funds believed to be used to carry 
out terrorist attacks against Israelis. 
In June, the IDF beefed up its investigative efforts into Abu Akleh's death 
after an interim report failed to unequivocally determine the source of the 
gunfire that killed the reporter.  
As part of the investigation, the soldiers involved in the incident were 
questioned, and chronological analysis of the course of events, examination 
of the sound from the scene of the incident in real-time, analysis of the scene 
of the incident and the area in particular, which included a detailed 
simulation, were conducted. 
However, the report noted that upon examining the findings, the Military 
Prosecution found "no suspicion of a criminal offense that justifies the 
opening of a Military Police investigation." 
IDF Chief of Staff Aviv Kochavi called Abu Akleh's death "a devastating 
incident" that took place during "operational activity intended to prevent 
Palestinian terrorism, which calls for the harming of Israeli civilians." 
"The journalist was present in the area during an exchange of fire that lasted 
for almost an hour. At that time, armed Palestinian gunmen shot wild and 

indiscriminate gunfire toward IDF soldiers and in every direction, 
endangering their lives. The IDF operates in immensely complex areas at a 
professional and high-quality level every night, while taking actions to avoid 
harming non-combatants," a statement read." 
"The IDF takes great efforts to this end while working to allow press 
coverage. The Palestinian terrorists hide and operate from within the local 
population, endangering their lives on an ongoing basis. This is an immense 
challenge for the IDF, but it is our professional and moral duty to stop and 
prevent terrorism, as well as achieving our goal - to defend Israeli civilians 
and the State of Israel," the statement said. 
 
ISRAELI PRESIDENT SAYS YIZKOR FOR HOLOCAUST VICTIMS IN 
ADDRESS TO GERMAN PARLIAMENT (Israel Hayom 9/6/22) 
President Isaac Herzog addressed Germany's parliament on Tuesday about 
atrocities committed during the Third Reich, while at the same time praising 
the close and friendly relations that have emerged between the two countries 
since the end of the Holocaust. 
Six million European Jews were murdered by Germany's Nazis and their 
henchmen during World War II. 
"Never in human history was there a campaign like the one the Nazis and 
their accomplices conducted to annihilate the Jewish people," Israeli 
President Isaac Herzog told lawmakers at the Bundestag. 
"Never in history was a state responsible, as Nazi Germany was responsible, 
for the loss of all semblance of humanity, for the erasure of all mercy, for the 
pursuit of the worldwide obliteration, with such awful cruelty, of an entire 
people." 
Herzog also spoke about his father, former Israeli President Chaim Herzog, 
who was among the liberators of the concentration camp of Bergen-Belsen in 
northern Germany in April 1945, as an officer of the British forces. 
"I shall never forget how he described to me the horrors he witnessed. The 
stench. The human skeletons in striped pajamas, the piles of corpses, the 
destruction, the hell on earth," the Israeli president told German lawmakers. 
During the address, Herzog put on a yarmulke and recited the prayer of 
Yizkor in memory of those who were murdered by the Nazis. "Only the dead 
have the right to forgive... the living have no right to forget," he said, echoing 
the words of his father. 
"We must continue learning and teaching about the Holocaust. Investigating 
it without fear or restriction, looking squarely at reality as it is. Waging an all-
out war on Holocaust denial. Studying the conditions that led to it. Leaving no 
stone unturned," Herzog said, urging Germany to "declare all-out war on 
antisemitism and racism: stiff, clear, and unyielding." 
Herzog noted that for centuries "Jewish titans of culture, intellect, and 
science" contributed to German society and called on further deepening the 
partnership between Israel and Germany. 
On Tuesday afternoon, Herzog and German President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier are set to visit the site of the former concentration camp. After a 
tour of the memorial site, the two presidents are expected to meet with 
survivors and German high school students. 
The Israeli president arrived for a state visit to Germany earlier this week that 
also included a trip to Munich on Monday where he participated in the 50-
year anniversary ceremony for the 11 Israeli athletes murdered by 
Palestinian militants at the 1972 Olympic Games. 
Looking forward, Herzog praised close relations between the two countries 
and their joint commitment to fight antisemitism. 
"The partnership between Israel and Germany has achieved global renown, 
and we must continue deepening and cultivating it, for the benefit of a brilliant 
future not only for our countries but for the whole of humanity," he said in 
parliament. 
 
NEW DETAILS EMERGE ON ISRAEL-QATAR CONTACTS (Arutz-7 9/8/22) 
Two months before the start of the World Cup, direct contacts are underway 
between Israel and Qatar to provide the Israelis with consular assistance 
during the tournament. 
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Kan 11 News reported on Wednesday that, during the contacts, Qatar asked 
Israel to also permit Palestinian Arabs to fly to the World Cup games. 
Senior Israeli officials recently visited Qatar for coordination talks ahead of 
the tournament. According to information received by Kan 11 News, Israel 
would like to establish an office of interests in the country, but Qatar has 
reacted coldly to the idea. Talks on the issue are still ongoing, and have not 
yet reached a solution. 
Qatar sees the World Cup as an opportunity to position itself in the region 
and, among other things, to work to promote a solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian Arab conflict. Israeli journalists will be permitted to come to Qatar 
during the World Cup, but they will be required to fill out a special journalist 
visa. Officials in Jerusalem confirmed the talks between Israel and Qatar, but 
refused to elaborate on the matter. 
In June, an agreement was reached with FIFA allowing Israelis to fly to Qatar 
and watch the World Cup games, without the need for a visa. According to 
FIFA rules, the Qataris were obliged to approve entry for any Israeli who 
submitted a visa to see the games, but went so far as to eliminate the need 
for the procedure. 
Qatar has in recent years had an ongoing engagement with Israel over aid to 
Gaza. Qatar has provided hundreds of millions of dollars in recent years to 
pay for electricity in the Strip, build new roads and hospitals, help Hamas 
cover the salaries of its civil servants and provide monthly stipends to poor  
families. 
 
PALESTINIAN SCHOOLBOOKS DENY HOLOCAUST, LEGITIMIZE 
MUNICH MASSACRE (Israel Hayom 9/7/22) 
Children in the Palestinian Authority too began their school year on Sept. 1, 
only instead of the promised education reforms, their schools continue to use 
the same books that have been heavily criticized for inciting hatred against 
Jews and Israel. 
On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Munich Olympic massacre, 
Israel Hayom and the Institute for Monitoring Peace and Cultural Tolerance 
in School Education (IMPACT-se) – an NGO that that analyzes schoolbooks 
and curricula for compliance with UNESCO-defined standards on peace and 
tolerance – conducted an analysis of Palestinian school curriculum. 
It revealed that history books in PA and UNRWA schools laud and legitimize 
the tragedy, in which Palestinian terrorists murdered 11 Israeli athletes, 
describing it as "resistance" to Zionism, and "Zionist interests abroad." 
It also showed that textbooks on World War II omit the Holocaust entirely. 
They cover the main events in detail, such as the German invasion of 
Poland, the Battle of Britain, the attack on Pearl Harbor, and the bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but not a word about the Wannsee Conference, 
concentration camps, or any other events related to the Holocaust. 
Surprisingly, the German government is the main funder of the Palestinian 
education system, including textbooks. The PA Education Ministry's budget 
for the implementation of their plan comes from Germany, as well as Norway, 
Finland, and Ireland. 
After international criticism, the PA and European authorities made changes 
to all textbooks for grades 1-12, but IMPACT-se officials say the content 
became more radicalized, "with hundreds of extreme examples that were 
introduced systematically that encourage harming civilians, jihad, violence, 
and incitement against Israel and Jews, in all classes and on all subjects." 
"Moreover, the new books deliberately omit all the previous attempts for 
peace with Israel since the Oslo Accords. Antisemitic messages were also 
found in the books," they said. 
Palestinian children are taught to believe that Judaism is a racist religion and 
that Jews control the media, politics, and finances. Jews are depicted as 
liars, corrupt, and "enemies of Islam at all times and places," and as such 
should be eliminated. 
"Despite the European Union's repeated criticism of the Palestinian Authority, 
it did not make substantial changes to the textbooks for the 2022-2023 
school year," CEO of IMPACT-se Marcus Sheff said. PA President Mahmoud 
and Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh "must be made aware that there is 

a price for this – from hearings in the Council of the European Union to 
condemnation from the European Commission responsible for their funding 
and the European Parliament." 
 
MAN WHO DENIED WIFE'S DIVORCE IS DENIED BURIAL RIGHTS IN 
ISRAEL (i24NEWS 9/6/22) 
In a precedent-setting ruling, the Rabbinical Council of the Israeli Chief 
Rabbinate denied Jewish burial rights for relatives of a man who is actively 
denying a divorce from his wife. 
The American man has refused a "get" (Jewish divorce document) for nearly 
two decades. 
The rabbinical court ruled that his still-alive father will not be allowed to be 
buried at a Jewish cemetery in Israel. 
Last week's decision came after Israel's Supreme Court earlier this year 
decided to decide on the matter, instead ordering the Rabbinical Council to 
take up the issue. 
The Council accepted the recommendation of Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi David 
Lau in making the decision. 
"I am deeply thankful to the Chief Rabbinate for this miraculous decision 
which proves that I am not alone and that the people of Israel are with me," 
the wife, Lonna Ralbag, said in response to the ruling against her husband, 
Meir Kin. 
"I very much hope and pray that this decision will help set me free after 
nearly two decades even if the only motivation behind these actions are his 
desire to properly respect his parents and family and to spare them from the 
potential consequences of this decision. I also hope that this decision will 
help other women trapped in these situations." 
The Orthodox group Yad La’Isha, which wrote an amicus brief in support of 
the woman, praised the ruling. 
“This shows that the State of Israel, as the state of the Jewish people, will do 
everything with every tool at its disposal, even unconventional ones, to help 
chained women,” Moriya Dayan, an attorney for Yad La’Isha, told The Times 
of Israel. 
 
ISRAEL REGAINS RARE ANCIENT HEBREW PAPYRUS FROM FIRST 
TEMPLE PERIOD (Ha’aretz 9/7/22) 
An extremely rare papyrus written in early Hebrew, a missive to one 
“Ishmael”, has been repatriated to Israel, the Israel Antiquities Authority 
announced on Wednesday. 
The document dates to the First Temple period, which was the late seventh 
or early sixth century B.C.E., and it was regained thanks to a joint operation 
by the Antiquities Theft Prevention Unit at the IAA with biblical studies 
professor Shmuel Ahituv, the Ministry of Culture and Sport and the Ministry of 
Jerusalem and Heritage. 
It is one of the only three papyri ever found from the First Temple period, 
about 2,700 years ago. 
Where it came from is not known, but probably a cave in the Judean Desert. 
What is known, is that it was sold to an American woman in the 1950s. 
There is a far greater number of the famed Dead Sea Scrolls, which were 
found in several caves in the Judean Desert in the 1940s and 1950s, but 
they date to the Second Temple period, which was centuries later, about 
2,000 years ago. 
Archaeologists and ancient Hebrew experts only learned of this papyrus in 
2018, when Dr. Ada Yardeni, a scholar of ancient Hebrew scripts, passed 
away. She was working on a book on the history of Hebrew writing at the 
time of her death, and Prof. Shmuel Ahituv was asked to complete it. Ahituv 
was awarded the prestigious Israel Prize for Biblical Studies and is 
considered to be one of the greatest scholars of ancient Hebrew script. 
To his surprise, the material included a photograph of the rare and, until then 
unknown, document from the First Temple period, together with Yardeni’s 
preliminary deciphering of the text. 
The document is composed of four incomplete lines, beginning with the 
words “To Ishmael send …”. 
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All in all the text hints that this was a letter with instructions for Ishmael, 
whoever that may have been; the letters are very hard to make out and it 
seems to have been written in a hurry. 
Ahituv then contacted the Theft Prevention Unit at the IAA to try to discover 
the source of the papyrus. 
Dr. Eitan Klein, deputy head of the prevention unit, contacted the Yardeni 
family and together they managed to locate the papyrus: it had reached a 
person in Montana, who explained that the papyrus had been given to his 
mother when she visited Jerusalem in 1965 by Joseph Sa‘ad, the then 
curator of the Rockefeller Museum, and Halil Iskander Kandu, a well-known 
antiquities dealer from Bethlehem, who many years ago sold thousands of 
Dead Sea Scroll fragments. One of them either gave or sold her the papyrus. 
Back in Montana, his mother hung the framed scroll fragment on the wall in 
her living room. After she died, her son – who happens to work in preserving 
old manuscripts – approached an American Dead Sea Scrolls scholar in an 
attempt to understand the document. 
In 2019, the owner of the document – who asked to remain anonymous – 
was invited to visit Israel. In order to persuade him to transfer the fragile 
document to Israel, where it would be conserved in climate-controlled 
conditions, he was invited to visit the IAA’s Judean Desert Scroll 
Department’s Conservation Laboratory in Jerusalem. After the visit, the 
owner was persuaded these were the best conditions to conserve and 
research the rare document, and he signed an agreement and generously 
gave it to the IAA. 
To confirm that the document wasn’t a fake (fake papyri abound), a sample 
was radiometrically dated by the Weizmann Institute in Rehovot, which 
produced a date that fits with the paleographic evaluation (based on the letter 
forms). All agree: the material and the script are First Temple period. 
Ahituv’s study of the papyrus will be presented Thursday at the Antiquities 
Authority’s First Judean Desert Conference at the Bible Lands Museum in 
Jerusalem. 
“The name Ishmael mentioned in the document, was a common name in the 
Biblical period, meaning ‘God will hear’. It first appears in the Bible as the 
name of the son of Abraham and Hagar, and it is the personal name of 
several subsequent individuals in the Bible, including Yishmael ben 
Netanyahu, who murdered the governor Gedaliah ben Ahikam,” said Ahituv. 
“It also appears as the name of officials on paleographic finds such as bullae 
[clay stamp seals] used for sealing royal documents in the administration of 
the Kingdom of Judah, for example the bulla reading, ‘To Yishmael, son of 
the king’. The present document probably certified a dispatch either to, or 
from, Yishmael,” he added. 
“Towards the end of the First Temple period, writing was widespread,” said 
Dr. Joe Uziel, the director of the Antiquities Authority’s Judean Desert Scrolls 
Unit. “This is evident from many finds, including groups of ostraca 
[documents written on pottery sherds] and stamp seals with writing, that have 
been discovered in many ancient urban settlements, including in the royal 
capital of Jerusalem.” 
However, hardly any documents from the First Temple period written on 
organic material, such as papyrus made of reeds, have survived the ages, 
Uziel adds. “We have thousands of scroll fragments dating from the Second 
Temple period, but only three documents, including this newly found one, 
from the First Temple period. Each new document sheds further light on the 
literacy and the administration of the First Temple period.” 
 
ISRAEL'S DOCTRINE: MAKE SYRIAN AIRPORTS PAY FOR HOSTING 
IRAN (Seth Frantzman, JPost 9/8/22) 
Aleppo International Airport was damaged in an airstrike on September 6. 
Syrian regime media has blamed Israel for airstrikes in Syria over the last 
month and Iranian media has reported on the airstrikes. 
According to satellite images from ImageSat International, the runway of the 
airport appears out of service. The report notes that according to media 
reports the “airport is used by Iran to transport weapons to Hezbollah….ISI 

assessment: The attack was aimed to get the runway and the airport out of 
service.”  
The incident at the airport follows another airstrike in the same area. On 
September 2, The Jerusalem Post reported that the runway at Aleppo’s 
International Airport has been repaired and likely returned to service, just 
days after it was targeted in an alleged Israeli airstrike, according to an 
assessment by Israeli intelligence firm ImageSat International (ISI). Syria had 
accused Israel of that airstrike. The VOR (radio navigation system) south of 
the runway was also damaged in the strike. The system is used to help 
aircraft stay on course as they approach for landing.  
Back in June, Damascus International Airport was also damaged in an 
airstrike. Al-Jazeera noted at the time that “Syria state media has confirmed 
that Damascus International Airport has suffered major damage – including 
to runways – following an Israeli missile attack. The Syrian transport ministry 
said in a statement on Saturday that runways remained out of service at the 
capital’s airport following the attack on Friday, the state-run Syrian Arab 
News Agency (SANA) report.”  
Syrian state media said at the time that “landing and departing flights were 
suspended today till further notification as a result of the Israeli aggression, 
since it caused heavy damages to the airstrips in several localities and to the 
navigation lights in addition to the damages [that] occurred in the airport 
lobby.” Tel Aviv University’s Institute for National Security Studies wrote 
about the Damascus airport strike. “INSS Managing Director Maj. Gen. (res.) 
Tamir Hayman comments on the attack on Damascus International Airport, 
which foreign sources attribute to Israel,” the report noted. 
“On the strategic level, the operational pressure in Syria is intended to halt 
Iran’s consolidation in Syria, and demonstrate to the Syrian regime the cost 
of hosting the Iranians….On the operational level – three objectives: Work 
against strategic arms shipments (missiles and UAVs); prevent the transfer of 
weapons, money, and precision technology to Hezbollah; work against the 
infrastructure of Shiite militias, whose purpose is to attack Israel.”  
There was also a report in Syrian media that the same evening of the 
airstrike on Aleppo airport, there were also airstrikes in Damascus. The 
incidents in Aleppo and Damascus this month, as well as back in June, paint 
a picture of increasing focus on international airports in Syria. Syria has a 
number of airports that function, some of them are military and others are 
both military and civilian. Damascus and Aleppo are important air hubs for 
Syria. Other airports include the T-4 base where Iran has tried to move air 
defense systems and where Iran once based drones; as well as the Mezzeh 
Military Airport in Damascus; the Hmeimim base used by Russia in Latakia; 
the Shayrat Airbase that the US targeted in 2017. The T-4 base was targeted 
by airstrikes in October 2021 and January 2020 and April 2018. In May 2018 
reports said that the “Glass House” used by Iran’s IRGC was targeted near 
Damascus Airport and it was against targeted in November 2019.   
What can be concluded from the number of airstrikes reported on airports in 
Syria. There appears to be a shift from targeting of military airports to the 
larger International Airports. This may be due to Iran using these airports as 
cover for moving weapons to Syria and onward to Hezbollah. Iran wants to 
exploit these airports, which serve both civilian and military affairs. Syria’s 
regime needs these airports because the regime is facing economic 
difficulties and is trying to emerge into normality after years of civil war. 
The regime can’t have normality if it can’t enable two of its major airports to 
function. Two strikes in a row on the Aleppo airport also illustrate that Syria 
cannot defend its airspace against the strikes and appear to send a message 
to the regime to stop letting Iran use these airports. It shows a level of 
impunity to operate in Syria and interdict the airports. 
However, the regime also repairs the airstrips quickly. This means that the 
strikes can also be seen as a kind of “whack-a-mole,” meaning that the 
strikes continue but the regime keeps patching things up and moving on. Iran 
also doesn’t pay a major price because it can simply wait and fly its 
munitions to another site. The question is if the price is being raised for the 
Syrian regime and its partners in Russia and Iran and whether this may 
encourage Iran to shift tactics and strategy.   



“…do not disdain the Egyptian, for you were a stranger in his land” (23:8) 

In this week’s Parsha we are exhorted not to completely disdain the Egyptians. As opposed to with 

certain other nations who mistreated us, Egyptian converts to Judaism may marry into the Jewish 

people after three generations of converts. This is true despite their great cruelty towards us, 

because “we were strangers in their land.”  

The Midrash Tanchuma on Parshas Beshalach offers a novel approach to this verse. According to 

the Midrash¸ the Torah here is referencing the fact that when the Jewish people left Egypt, Pharaoh 

provided an escort for them, the way one does when sending away a guest. Rabbi Calmen Weinreb 

of Yeshivas Ner Yisroel explained that the Midrash is teaching us that since the Jewish people’s 

stay in Egypt ended with them being treated like guests, this can, to a certain degree, reshape the 

way we view their entire stay in Egypt because “Hakol holech achar hagmar – everything is judged 

based on the ending.”  

Presently, we find ourselves in middle of the countdown towards Rosh Hashana. We are in the final 

month of the year, preparing for a positive start to the next one. One aspect of what makes this 

time so important is that it is an opportunity for us to define the nature of the entire past eleven 

months. “Hakol holech achar hagmar” – by doing our best to end off the year the right way, we 

can shape how the whole year leading up to now will be judged. May we all make the most of this 

great gift! 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos!

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org

Ki Seitzei 5782 

Presented by Rabbi Zacharia Schwartz, Kollel Adjunct 
From our archives

Defining Ourselves to Define Our Past 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

The mother is roosting on the young birds or the 

eggs; you shall not take the mother with the young 

(22:6).  

When the bird is sitting without the young, then it is 

permissible to take the mother for food. Yet, as soon 

as there are young birds or eggs present, one is not 

allowed to take the mother. Why?  How does the 

existence of the young birds/eggs create a prohibition 

on the mother? 

 

“When you will go out to war against your 

enemy…” (21:10) The final letters of these words in 

the Torah spell “Ohalecha”/ your tents (Chida).   

What is the Torah trying to teach us? 

 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. I am a mixture. 

2. Tzitzis overrides me. 

3. I apply to clothes. 

4. I am for the priestly garments. 

 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I am punished for planning. 

2. My retribution is usually my plan. 

3. I am sometimes whipped. 

4. I was in the wrong place at the right time. 

 

 

 
#1 A King (Some things I cannot forgive, You shouldn’t, 

even though it’s a mitzvah, I am not a scribe, yet I need a 

scroll, I was oiled.) 

#2 Ir Miklat/City of Refuge (For some, I was a must, 

Mistake is my ticket, Death lets you leave me, My border 

protects.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 
Last week’s riddle:  

What is the significance of the numerical value of the word ‘bechor’, 

firstborn son? 

Answer: Bechor ( רכב  ) = 222. The use of the number “2” hints to the 

double portion of inheritance that the firstborn son receives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parashas Ki-Seitzei (22:6-7) contains the commandments of shiluach ha-kein: one must 

not take a mother bird found roosting on her eggs or chicks, but must first send her away, 

and only then take the eggs or chicks. Various sources explain that compassion for the 

mother bird is the rationale for these commandments (Devarim Rabbah beginning of the 

parashah; Guide to the Perplexed 3:48). 

The Talmud (Berachos 33b, according to one opinion) apparently rejects this idea, 

explaining that the reason for the mishnah’s ruling that: 

One who recites in his supplication: Just as Your mercy is extended to a bird’s nest, 

as You have commanded us to send away the mother before taking her chicks or eggs, 

so too extend Your mercy to us … they silence him. 

is: 

because he transforms the attributes of the Holy One, Blessed be He, into 

expressions of mercy, when they are nothing but decrees of the King that must be 

fulfilled without inquiring into the reasons behind them. 

Ramban, however, defends the idea that shiluach ha-kein is rooted in an ethos of 

compassion, and he explains the Talmudic comment as follows: 

It was not a matter of G-d’s mercy extending to the bird’s nest or the dam and its 

young, since His mercies did not extend so far into animal life as to prevent us from 

accomplishing our needs with them, for, if so, He would have forbidden slaughter 

altogether. But the reason for the prohibition is to teach us the trait of compassion and 

that we should not be cruel, for cruelty proliferates in man’s soul as it is known that 

butchers, those who slaughter large oxen and donkeys are men of blood; are extremely 

cruel. 

The Chasam Sofer (OC #100) argues that this understanding of shiluach ha-kein as 

rooted in compassion is normative, and he accordingly rules that if one has no need for 

the eggs or chicks, then not only is there no mitzvah to send away the mother and take 

them, but this would actually constitute perverse cruelty! 

Instead of learning not to be cruel, we will on the contrary accustom ourselves to cruelty 

and to cause pointless suffering to animals, to chase away the mother from upon her 

children, and causing suffering to animals is Biblically prohibited. 

(This question of whether one who has no need for the eggs or chicks should perform 

the mitzvah anyway is the subject of substantial dispute among halachic authorities.) 

 

Halacha and Design of a Modern Mikvah 
by Rabbi Hillel Shaps of the Greater Washington Community Kollel 

 Sunday, September 11th at 11:00 AM in the Kemp Mill Synagogue tent 
Followed by: "A Look at the Inner-Workings of The Wallerstein Mikvah" 

A tour led by Alan Broder 
 

The Mikvah Emunah Society of Greater Washington invites men and women of the community to a shiur 
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