
Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
September 16 - 17, 2022 - 21 Elul 5782 - Parshas Ki Savo 

Light Candles by 6:56 - Havdalah 7:53 

COVID-19 Updates 
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved

COVID-19 vaccine (16 years of age or older), but 
who chooses to not be vaccinated may attend YISE 
Minyanim and events with the following guidelines. 
Unvaccinated individuals must remain masked at all 
times while in the Shul building, including at 
Kiddushes and/or other events containing food. Masks 
may not be removed to eat or drink. Exceptions will 
be made for private functions being held at the Shul, 
but that are not Shul sponsored events.

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms
should not come to shul: fever of 100.4 degrees
or higher, chills, muscle aches, sore throat, severe
cough, headache, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea,
fatigue, congestion or runny nose, or new loss of
sense of taste or smell. If you have tested positive
for COVID, you should follow the CDC
guidelines.

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and
for children under 16.

• There are no social distancing requirements in the
YISE building.

• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good
health and to return our lives to normal as soon as
possible. In protecting each other as we navigate this
unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as
individuals and as a community.
 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by Susan & Rabbi Saul Koss in memory of their fathers, Morris David Koss and 
Arthur Blumenthal, on their 55th and 25th Yahrzeits on the 25th of Elul, and by Nancy Karkowsky in 

gratitude to all those that helped make a Minyan, set up the Minyan, arranged meals, contributed to food, paid 
a Shiva call and expressed their condolences during her Shiva for her mother, Beatrice Herskovitz, Z”L. 

 

YISE Youth Announcements 
YISE Teen Minyan Boys' Friday Night Oneg - Come spend time with friends, sing, and enjoy Shabbos together. Friday night, September 16, 9:30 
PM at 912 Hyde Road. See flyer for details. 
Teen Minyan - The Teen Minyan, led by Rabbi Moshe Holzer, meets at 9:15 AM every Shabbos in The House next to the Shul. Kiddush is served 
after davening. 
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, September 10, from 10:00 AM until Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler room off the 
Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) in the room behind the balcony. Girls ages 6-9 years will meet at Shomrai and walk over to the Yeshiva. 
The boys ages 6 – 9 group will not meet this Shabbos, September 17. For more information, contact Debbie Katz at at dkatz@yise.org  
Shabbos Group for 5th and 6th Grade Girls will gather in the front yard of The House next to the Shul promptly at 10 am and go inside together. 
See flyer for details. 
Junion Congregation - Jay Marcus, new YISE Youth Activities Director, is starting a Junior Congregation for boys in grades 4 - 6 this Shabbos. Meet in 
the Lower Lobby at 9:55 and walk to the Yeshiva at 10:00. 
Calling All Rising 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi Rosenbaum is learning weekly with rising 5th and 6th grade boys one hour before Mincha in the YISE 
Social Hall. Bring your hard questions! Refreshments will be served. See flyer for details. 
 

Shabbos Schedule 
Minyan locations are B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall, LBM = Large Beis 

Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 6:56, and not before 5:57
• Mincha: 5:40 (Plag, B), 7:00 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 6:55 (B), 6:50 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends: 7:53
Divrei Torah/Shiurim:
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Postelnek 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• Shiur after Mincha Rabbi Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Sponsors:
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by the Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush Group.
• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by the Shul Kiddush Group.
Selichos
• Pre-Selichos Kumsitz in the Social Hall, 11:30 PM, See flyer for details.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum will speak at 12:45 AM, followed by Selichos at 1:00 AM, in the

Belonofsky Sanctuary.

YISE Programs and Listings 
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and Holidays 
by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos morning. The Shiur will be given by Rabbi Rosenbaum this Shabbos. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman will give the Gemara Shiur after the Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush, learning 
Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. 
High Holiday Seat Information – An email with seat information was sent this week to everyone that had requested/reserved High Holiday 
seats. If you did not receive the email and did reserve seats, please check your spam/junk/bulk folder. If it is not there, please send a note to 
seats@yise.org and a copy will be sent to you. 
Online YISE Cholim List - Go to https://wp.yise.org/cholim to add a name to the list. The list is used at the 8:45 Minyan on Monday, Thursday, and 
Shabbos. If you have questions about Mi Sheberach guidelines, contact Rabbi Rosenbaum. For other questions contact Seth Katz at sethkatz@yise.org 
Lessons from the Life and Death of Elisha Ben Avuyah, a Sage Turned Heretic - A two-part series by Rabbi Postelnek. Part two on Monday, 
September 19, at 8:30 PM. In person in the Sephardi Beit Medrash and on Zoom A. Recording at https://wp.yise.org/elishabenavuya See flyer for details. 
Lulavim & Esrogim - Order online at www.yise.org/lulav Deadline September 25. See flyer for details. 
Pruzbul - Rabbi Rosenbaum is organizing Bais Din sessions for people to arrange a Pruzbul, the document which allows someone to collect loans 
that were due after Rosh Hashanah this year. Sessions are scheduled for Sunday, September 18 following the 7:00 Minyan (approximately 8:30) 
and following the 8:45 Minyan (approximately 9:30), and at 12 noon, and Sunday, September 25 (Erev Rosh Hashanah) after the 7:00 and 8:00 
Minyanim. Those unable to attend any of these sessions should please consult the Cyberbrief for a document that can be sent to the Bais Din. 
Annual Teshuva Drasha with Rabbi Yissocher Frand, Monday, October 3, 8:30 PM in the Belonofsky Sanctuary. See flyer for details. 
 

Mazal Tov 
• Kitty Wertheimer on the birth of a great-granddaughter. Mazal Tov to parents Iris

& Rafi Cohen, big sister Eve and to grandparents, Irene & Barry Wertheimer and
Yvonne & David Cohen.
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Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur 
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come 
together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives speedily. Until 
that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. 
These options are now available for sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily 
basis. 

Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to 
commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great 
way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while helping YISE at a time 
when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not available. 

1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per
day):
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha
Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship at
$54 each.
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each.

Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support.

 
 

 

 
 

Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors 
for this Past Week: 

Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi

Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Shiur 
• Tenise & Joel Becker for the Aliyas Nishama of Liz Kruger, Chana Kayla

Bas Yaakov Yehuda.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur 
• Yocheved & Rabbi Haim Arzouan in memory of their son, Gavriel

Yehuda Ben HaRav Chaim, Z”L, on his 19th Yahrzeit.
• Miriam & Jeff Zuckerman in honor of the engagement of their son Eliezer

Zuckerman to Rina Breger.
 

Weekday Shiurim 
Options for in-person and remote learning are listed below. 

For the latest list and times, go to: 
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim
followed by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday
through Friday, 9:30 AM, Zoom A.

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim,
followed by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through
Thursday, 7:45 PM (note new time), Zoom A, will not
meet on Monday, September 19.

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women
(spiritual self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom
A, will resume Sunday, October 2.

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays
and Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A, will resume Friday,
October 7.

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00
AM, now learning Mishlei, Zoom A.

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning
Sefer Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men -
Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM Shiurim:
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak

Mandel
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced Jew -

Rabbi Hillel Shaps
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak

Grossman
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging

Parsha Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur,

Sundays at 10:00 AM, Zoom C.
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at

Shomrai) - 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact
Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.
• For Men:

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page
Gemara - Zoom D.

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading
Responsa - Zoom E.

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei
Hatorah Gemara Skills Building - Zoom F.

• For Women:
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, is on summer

break.
• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45

PM. Join the fastest growing Halacha learning program in
the world! Now back in person at YISE. Register at
gwckollel.org/scp

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin,
Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the
Franco Beit Midrash.

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social Hall,
9:00 PM - 10:00 PM. For more information, contact Rabbi
Levy 240-423-8810.

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry
Greengart’s Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 9:00
AM, studying Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B.

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women,
Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, “Yamim Noraim and the Parsha”, in-
person in the Small Beis Medrash and on Zoom H.

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for
Men, learning Maseches Bava Metzia. Wednesday
evenings, 8:15 PM, Zoom G.

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter 
the meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting 
ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn 
Zoom E: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom F: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 
Zoom H: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Pre-Selichos Kumsitz - Join us for soulful singing and be inspired on the first 
night of Selichos. Music by local band Naaleh, with inspiring words by Rabbi 
Rosenbaum and Rabbi Postelnek. Motzei Shabbos, September 17, 11:30 PM - 
12:45 AM in the Social Hall. Dairy and Pareve refreshments will be served. 
Sponsors welcome. See flyer for details. 
Pre-Rosh Hashana Family Apple Picking - Sunday, September 18, 10:00 
AM - 1:00 PM at Homestead Farms in Poolesville. $3 per person. RSVP to 
akramer@yise.org See flyer for details. 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a series on the laws of 
Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at the home of 
David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join 
the WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at rypostelnek@yise.org 
Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos See flyer for details. 
Come Join Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class on Zoom! Bikur 
Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee: Rabbi Koss 
will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, October 3, from 2:00 
PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more info., contact Miriam Friedman at 
mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and clean up 
for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know when you are 
available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, has a 
current need at this time. Please sign to volunteer if you can. For more 
information or if you need help signing up, please contact: Melanie Karlin, 
301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517,
mfriedman2@yahoo.com
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at 
http://audio.yise.org 
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Rachel Bassan Horowitz Memorial Fund 
Rachel Bassan Horwitz, a 32-year-old mother of three small boys, came to the United States from Israel for a hoped-for, life-saving transplant. 
However, Rachel passed away in February 1994. She grew up in Silver Spring and the community set up a fund in her memory to be used to help 
individuals with MEDICAL needs. We have distributed thousands and thousands of dollars to individuals living in our area as well as in 
communities in both the US and Israel requiring financial assistance with medical needs. Our funds are depleting and in order for us to continue 
this much needed Medical Needs Fund, we need your financial assistance. We hope we can count on you. Your support is critical. 
Tax deductible contributions may be made payable to  Young Israel Shomrai Emunah (YISE) Charity SPECIAL Fund, mark for Bassan Fund. 
Send to: Howard Schulman, 707 Lamberton Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20902. For further information, call Howard Schulman at 301-213-2429.  
Norma Burdett and Pearl Bassan may also answer some questions about the Bassan Fund. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Week Ahead Sunday 
September 18 

 

Monday 
September 10 

Tuesday 
September 20 

Wednesday 
September 21 

Thursday 
September 22 

 

Friday 
September 23 

 
Shacharis 

Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:00, 7:00, 8:45* 5:45, 6:15, 8:15 5:45, 6:25, 8:15 5:45, 6:25, 8:15 5:45, 6:15, 8:15 5:45, 6:25, 8:45 
 Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 6:55 6:55 6:55 6:55 6:55 See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 6:50 6:50 6:50 6:50 6:50 

* Sunday Shacharis: 6:00 Selichos followed by 6:30 Shacharis; 7:00 Selichos followed by 7:30 Shacharis; 8:45 Shacharis only, no Selichos. 
Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:38 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:06 AM, Latest Netz: 6:58 AM, 

Latest Krias Shema: 9:57 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:33 PM, Earliest Shkia: 7:01 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 7:52 PM 

Community Programs & Listings 
Kemp Mill Outdoor and At-Home Shofar Blowing - Monday, September 26 and Tuesday, September 27. See flyer for details. 
Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a 
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209. 
It's Never Too Late to Change - An evening of Pre-Rosh Hashanah inspiration with Rabbi Yechiel Spero. Wednesday, September 21, at 8:00 
PM at SEHC. 10900 Lockwood Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20901. 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, September 21, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
Erev Yom Tom Mikvah for Men - The Mikvah Emunah Society of Greater Washington is pleased to offer use of the Wallerstein Mikvah in Kemp Mill 
to men, on Erev Rosh Hashanah and Erev Yom Kippur. Volunteers are needed as well. Please see https://mikvahemunah.com/men for all the info. 
Sukkah Building - The YGW Boys' senior class of 2023 is building and taking down Sukkahs to raise money for their Israel trip. For times and prices, 
contact ygwseniors2023@gmail.com or text (240)-381-1802. 
Yad Yehuda Yamim Nora’im Appeal - Yad Yehuda plans to spend over $90,000 to feed hundreds of individuals in need across our community on 
Shabbat and Yom Tov between Rosh Hashanah and Sukkot, and provide Lulav & Esrog sets as needed. These expenditures are beyond the assistance we 
provide recipient households each month. You can help bring Simchas Yom Tov to your neighbors by donating generously at www.yadyehuda.org 
Franco Foundation Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur Appeal - The Franco Foundation reaches individuals and families in our community unable to make 
ends meet. Over the years, and entirely with our local community’s support, the Foundation has provided a safety net to cover their basic needs. The 
Foundation absorbs all administrative expenses, so your entire contribution goes to those in need. Please send your tax-deductible donation today to: The 
Franco Foundation, c/o Allan Franco, 613 Bromley Street, Silver Spring, MD 20902 or through PayPal, at thefrancofoundation@gmail.com Tax ID: 52-
2172267. You can also email Allan at thefrancofoundation@gmail.com 
Yom Tov Food Drive - Please contribute food to the Capital Kosher Pantry’s Pre-Rosh Hashanah Food Drive. Suggested items include honey bears, 
grape juice, soup mix, gefilte fish, pareve chocolate chips, canned olives, Yahrzeit candles, Shabbos candles, tea lights and Havdalah candles. Drop off at 
Shalom Kosher, Moti’s Market, KMS, YISE or at the Capital Kosher Pantry, 1910 University Blvd. W., Silver Spring, MD 20902. 
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org  
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 
 
 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, September 21 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

       Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi       Simi Franco - Office Manager 

 

Next Shabbos 
September 23 - 24, 2022 - 28 Elul 5782, Parshas Nitzavim 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 6:45, but not before 5:47 
• Mincha: 5:30 (Plag, B), 6:45 (B), 6:45 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 6:40 (B), 6:35 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 7:42 
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A Quick Thought on the Parsha from Rabbi Rosenbaum 

Ki Savo 5782: 

Check the Lighting Before Looking in the Mirror 

The following is kindly transcribed by a congregant from the video at 

https://wp.yise.org/shabbos 

Near the beginning of the Parsha, the Torah recounts the declaration that is known as Viduy Masros. This is, 
after a certain period of time, after a certain number of years a person is supposed to make a declaration that 
they’ve given, that they have fulfilled all the different Mitzvos of the agricultural, the tithes from this 
produce, from that produce and they’ve done it all correctly. And the tone of the Pesukim, is Hashem I’ve 
done all your Mitzvos, I’ve done what you have asked of me, please bring your blessings upon Klal Yisroel. 
And the term that is used in the Gemara for this, as we said, is Viduy Masros. Now Viduy we would 
normally translate as confession. We’re going to be saying a lot of Viduy over the coming days and weeks. 
Normally we think of Viduy when a person is doing Teshuva, when a person sins, they confess their sins to 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. It’s such an interesting thing that this declaration that’s made in the Parsha, which is 
all about what a person did well, is called Viduy. It’s a striking thing. I don’t want to go into the detail now. 

The Seforno has a P’Shat that he explains that if not for the sin of Klal Yisroel and the Golden Calf, we 
wouldn’t be giving Maaser to Leviyim, we would be giving Maaser to the first born of each family. So the 
person making these declarations, stating that he gave the Maaser as is appropriate, there is an implied 
recognition of the sin of Klal Yisroel and the fact that it doesn’t go to the first born of each family but instead 
goes to the Leviyim. It’s an interesting idea. 

But what I would really like to reflect on for a few moments is a comment from Rav Soloveitchik, Zichrono 
L’Vracha. What Rav Soloveitchik explains is that this Viduy is about what a person did well. But what you 
see from there is that effective Viduy, effective confessing of one’s sins and by extension, effective Teshuva, 
has to have two very different components. Of course, it has to be that a person understands and recognizes 
what they have done wrong, and that is what we are going to do a lot of over the coming period of time, but 
if a person only thinks about what they have done wrong and doesn’t see their potential and doesn’t reflect at 
all on their successes, the Viduy is not going to be meaningful because all the person thinks about is their 
flaws and how terrible they are. If I look in the mirror and all I see is this terrible human being then I’ll do a 
great job of telling G-d all the Aveiros that I did but if I don’t believe that I am going to do any better, what 
kind of Viduy is that? The whole purpose of the confession is G-d I’ve done all these sins and I feel bad 
about it, and give me the opportunity to do better because I want to do better and implied in that is I believe I 
can do better. So he says that Viduy, effective Viduy and effective Teshuva, has both components. Both the 
recognition of what I’ve done wrong and the recognition of all the good that I can do, which means a 
recognition and belief that I have great goodness inside of me and that’s why, when a person is recognizing 
how they did all these Mitzvos they have done over the years to the T, it’s also called Viduy. It’s a very 
important thing to reflect upon in the coming days. We’re going to be beginning Selichos Saturday night G-d 
willing. It’s not only how terrible I am that I did this Aveira and that Aveira, it’s how disturbed I am that I 
did those Aveiros and the reason that I am disturbed is because I really believe that I’m very good and that I 
have great potential and G-d, I need your help to tap into that potential and I need you to bless me for a good 
year so I can tap into that potential. That’s an effective Viduy. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos and may we all be Zoche as we step up in the Teshuva season, may we all merit 
all that all of our Teshuva is accepted and may we all merit a K’Siva V’Chasima Tova. Take Care. 

https://wp.yise.org/shabbos
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Come spend time with friends, sing, 

and enjoy shabbos together
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To All 5th & 6th 
Grade Girls....

EXCITING NEW SHABBOS GROUP

Every Shabbos Morning
 

In The YISE House (next to Shul)
 
 

10:00-11:15
 
 

Starting September 10th





Pre-Selichos Kumsitz 
Join us for soulful singing and be inspired 

on the first night of Selichos. 
Open to all. 

• Music by local band Naaleh •

........,.; 

· With inspiring words from

Rabbi Dovid 

Rosenbaum 

Rabbi Rosenbaum 
and 

Rabbi Postelnel< Rabbi Yosef
     Postelnek 

Motzei Shabbos, September17 
11:30 p.m.- 12:45 a.m. 
Dairy and pareve refreshments served 

in the social hall at 11:30 p.m., followed by kumsitz.

Selichos follows in the Belonofsl<y Sanctuary.

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah • 1132 Arcola Avenue 
Sponsors welcome {$18; $36). For info, call shul office 

or email stuartrosenthal@yise.org. 

With the support of the YISE Meaningful Tefilah Project. 



Calling all 
5th and 6th 
grade boys

Please join Rabbi Rosenbaum and 
your friends for Torah Learning 

 Every Shabbos afternoon 
 one hour before Mincha 

 Bring your hardest questions! 

Shabbos Refreshments Will Be 
Served!! 

One hour before Mincha 
 YISE Social Hall 



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
10:00a-1:00p

Homestead Farms
15604 Sugarland Rd

Poolesville, MD 20837

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

Admission $3 per person age 1+
Produce picked is charged on a per pound
basis at the end of your visit 

RSVP strongly encouraged 
to akramer@yise.org



SUNDAYSUNDAY
Greater Washington
Community Kollel 
in conjunction with 
Young Israel 
Shomrai Emunah BRUNCH

& LEARN
Sunday Mornings

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah, 1132 Arcola Ave. Breakfast: 9:30am - Classes 9:45-10:30am Men's programming - Free of charge

Topic
TBD

For more info please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org or 347-869-9361

Four GREAT learning options 
to choose from !

Illuminating
Inquiries in Halacha

Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel

Judaism 102: 
 Fundamentals for 

the experienced Jew
Rabbi Hillel Shaps

Navigating Navi
Sefer Yehoshua

Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman

Parsha Perspectives

Rabbi Menachem Winter

 An Exploration of engaging
Parsha topics

Schedule change for

Rosh Chodesh Elul,

Sunday, Aug 28:

Breakfast: 9:50am

Classes: 10:05am



Meeting id 416 963 9000
Password 492019Zoom

a two-part series by rabbi postelnek

sep. 12 
Monday
8:30 pm

sep. 19
Monday
8:30 pm

&



S t a r t i n g  S e p .  1 3 t h

At the home of David and Tamara Goodman 

Tuesdays
 8:15 - 9:00PM 

11611 Kemp Mill Rd

J O I N  Y I S E  Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

WITH RABBI POSTELNEK

Learn the background & practical laws including washing
hands in the sukkah, pesik reisha, moving flowers, and more! 



ג תשפ״ השנה ראש  
Kemp Mill Outdoor and At-Home 

Shofar Blowing 5783 

The shofar will be sounded at the following outdoor locations of each day of Rosh Hashana, 
Monday, September 26 and Tuesday, September 27: 

Location Time(s) 

Chabad of Silver Spring, 519 Lamberton Drive 2:00, 3:00, 4:00, 5:00, 6:00 

Kemp Mill Synagogue, 11910 Kemp Mill Road 6:10 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah, 1132 Arcola Avenue 
(house adjacent to shul) 4:45 

Cosgrave Court 4:00 

Spring Mill MCPS Building, corner of Kemp Mill Rd. and 
Fulham St. 5:00 

University Towers (grass field by pool, Warwick side) 5:00 

• As endorsed by area Rabbis, 30 shofar blasts will be sounded.
• In case of rain:  Shofar blowing at Chabad and KMS will occur as scheduled in their tents.

Shofar blowing at YISE will move inside.  Shofar blowing at Cosgrave Court, Spring Mill
School, and University Towers will occur in light rain but will be cancelled in case of heavy
rain, lightning, or strong winds.

We also are offering shofar blowing for those unable to leave their homes.  If you or someone 
you know needs this service, please contact Aron Trombka at atrombka@gmail.com or 301-
385-9348 by September 19.

ומתוקה  טובה שנה   

about:blank


 ORGANIZATIONAL SPONSORS: 

Aish Hatorah of Greater Washington

Congregation Ezras Israel-Rockville

Cong. Ohev Sholom Talmud Torah of Olney

Kehillas Ohr HaTorah

Kemp Mill Synagogue

Kesher Israel-Georgetown Synagogue

Melvin J. Berman Hebrew Academy

Ohev Sholom-The National Synagogue

Southeast Hebrew Congregation

The Greater Washington Comm. Kollel

Torah School of Greater Washington

Woodside Synagogue Ahavas Torah

Yeshiva of Greater Washington

Young Israel of Potomac

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah  

For more information, please contact 
Rabbi Avraham Rappaport 443.790.6541

The Greater Washington Jewish Community is invited to

MONDAY NIGHT
OCTOBER 3RD | 8:30 PM

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah
1132 Arcola Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 

Men and Women 
are Invited

THE INSPIRING ANNUAL 

©
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SMART SUPPLY CO.
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R’ Avraham Rappaport, CLTC
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This year’s Drasha is dedicated  
Rabbi Joseph Friedman Z”L, the founder  

of this event 20 years ago.



Order your Lulavim & Esrogim
from YISE

and help support the Shul!
YISE is working this year with Josh Breitstein to bring

you the finest quality Arba Minim sets. Complete
details and order form at: www.yise.org/lulav

Aleph     $ 85
Beis $ 70
Gimmel $ 55
Chinuch $ 36

Order deadline:  September 25, 2022

Pickup will be on October 6, 2022, 4 PM – 9 PM

Payment at pickup - check payable to Josh Breitstein, or cash.



Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
Be Silent and Listen - During our first Coronavirus 
lockdown, there was one question I was asked more 
than any other: What about prayer? Just when we 
needed it the most, we found ourselves unable to 
participate in tefillah be-tsibbur, public communal 
prayer. Our most sacred prayers, devarim she-bi-
kedushah, are communal. They require a minyan. 
There was an argument between Rambam and 
Ramban as to whether, originally and essentially, the 
command of prayer was directed to individuals or to 
the community as a whole. But there was no 
disagreement between them as to the importance and 
value of praying as part of a community. That is 
supremely how we, as Jews, come before God, not 
primarily as “I” but as “We.” How then were we to 
find spiritual strength without this communal 
dimension? 
   My answer was, this is indeed a terrible privation. 
There is no point in minimising the loss. As Yehuda 
ha-Levi said in the Kuzari, individual prayer is like 
protecting yourself by building a wall around your 
house. Collective prayer is like joining with others to 
maintain the wall around the city. The wall around 
the city protects everyone, not just me. Besides 
which, when I pray for myself, I may pray selfishly, 
asking for something that may directly benefit me 
but might also be harmful for others. If I sell ice-
cream, I want the sun to shine, but if I sell umbrellas, 
I want the rain to fall. Praying together, we seek, not 
private good but the common good. 
  Communal prayer is not just an expression of 
community. It is also a builder of community. Hence 
the psychological cost of the pandemic lockdown. 
We are social, not solitary beings. We long, most of 
us, for company. And even the marvels of Zoom, 
Skype, YouTube, Facebook Live, WhatsApp and 
Facetime cannot compensate for the loss of the real 
thing: face-to-face encounter. 
   But there was one gain to our praying in isolation. 
Tefillah be-tsibbur involves going at the speed of the 
congregation. It is hard to slow the pace so as to be 
able to meditate at length on any of the prayers 
themselves – their meaning, music, rhythm and 
structure. Prayer is essentially a kind of counterpoint 
between speaking and listening. But communal 
prayer often involves more speaking than listening. 
The lockdown meant that we could listen more to the 
poetry and passion of the prayers themselves. And 
prayer is about listening, not just speaking. 
   In one of his essays in Beit Yaakov, Rabbi Yaakov 
Leiner, son of the Ishbitzer Rebbe (Rabbi Mordechai 
Leiner), makes a fascinating comment on a phrase in 
this week’s parsha, hasket u-shema Yisrael, “Be 
silent and listen, Israel. You have now become the 
people of the Lord your God. There is, he says, a 
fundamental difference between seeing and listening 
as to what they communicate. Seeing tells us about 
the surfaces, the externalities, of things. Listening 
tells us about internalities, depths (omek kol davar). 
   His comments are echoed by a great scholars of 
technologies of communication, Walter J Ong, who 
spoke about “the unique relationship of sound to 
interiority when sound is compared to the rest of the 
senses.” He adds, “This relationship is important 
because of the interiority of human consciousness 
and of human communication itself.” In other words, 
it is through sound, especially through speaking and 
listening, that we are present to one another as 

subjects rather than objects. By listening, we 
encounter the depth-dimension of reality. 
   When we listen, we are personally engaged far 
beyond the way we participate when we simply 
watch. Ong regards this as one of the special features 
of the Hebrew Bible. God creates the universe 
through words. He reveals Himself to His people in 
words. He makes a covenant with them in words. 
The last and culminating book of the Torah is 
Devarim, “words.” Ong notes that the Hebrew for 
“word,” davar, also means an event, a happening, 
something that generates momentum in history. If 
the greatest thing God does is speak, then the 
greatest thing we can do is listen. 
   There is also a difference, as I pointed out in my 
translation and commentary on the Siddur, between 
hearing and listening, often concealed by the fact 
that the Hebrew verb Shema means both. But they 
are very different. Hearing is passive, listening is 
active. Hearing needs no special concentration, but 
listening does. It involves attention, focus, and 
openness to the other. One of the greatest gifts we 
can be given is to meet someone who really listens to 
us. Sadly, it happens all too rarely. We are often so 
focused on what we are going to say next, that we 
don’t really listen in depth to what the other person 
is saying. 
   And so it is with prayer. Someone once defined 
prayer as listening to God listening to us. 
   There are some profound stories about listening in 
the Torah and Tanach. Take for instance the fraught 
episode in which Jacob takes his father’s blessing, 
intended for Esau. The story eliminates sight as a 
dimension: Isaac is old and cannot see. Yet he has 
persistent doubts as to whether the son in front of 
him is indeed Esau. He goes through the various 
senses. He tastes the food his son has brought. He 
smells his clothes. He touches his hands. He 
concludes: “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the 
hands are the hands of Esau”. How much anguish 
might have been spared had he followed the 
evidence of his hearing rather than his taste, smell 
and touch. 
   The names of Jacob’s first three sons were all cries 
for attention on the part of their mother Leah. She 
called the first, Reuben, saying, “It is because the 
Lord has seen my misery. Surely my husband will 
love me now.” The second she called Simon, saying, 
“Because the Lord heard that I am not loved, He 
gave me this one too.” She called the third Levi, 
saying, “Now at last my husband will become 
attached to me, because I have borne him three 
sons.” Was Jacob listening to her cries? We don’t 
know. But the plain sense of the text is that he was 
not. And we know from Jacob’s deathbed blessings 
that his relationship with these three sons was 
fractured. 
   Then there is the strange choice of Moses as the 
man selected to be the voice of God’s word to Israel 
for all time. Moses kept reminding God that he was 
not a man of words, he could not speak, he had 
“uncircumcised lips.” The Torah is surely telling us 
several things, but might one of them have been that, 
finding it hard to speak, Moses had learned to listen? 
Certainly Moses heard God better than anyone in 
history. 
   Then there was the drama on Mount Horeb where 
Elijah went after his victory over the prophets of 
Baal, having called down fire from heaven at Mount 
Carmel. God showed him a powerful wind, an 

earthquake, and a fire, but God was in none of these 
things. Instead He was in the kol demamah dakah, 
the “still, small voice” that I have argued means “a 
sound you can only hear if you are listening.” 
   There are the stunningly beautiful lines of Psalm 
19, that we say on Shabbat mornings that tell us that 
“the heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 
proclaim the work of His hands,” despite the fact 
that “There is no speech, there are no words.” 
Creation sings a song to its Creator, which we might 
hear if we listen attentively enough. I was reminded 
of this throughout the pandemic, when there was 
little noise from traffic and none from aeroplanes 
overhead, and we could hear the birdsong and other 
sounds of nature more vividly than ever I remember. 
   Listening is a primary theme of Moses’ speeches in 
Devarim. The root sh-m-a appears no fewer than 92 
times in the book, an astonishing number. That is 
what I hope we gained from this distressing time of 
isolation: the ability to slow down our prayers and 
listen to them, letting their poetry penetrate more 
deeply than at other times. 
   Rabbi Yaakov Leiner, whose reflections on 
listening started us on this journey, said about the 
tragic month of Av that it is a time when it is hard to 
see the presence of God. We lost two Temples. It 
seemed to the nations of the world as if God had 
abandoned His people. But precisely when it is hard 
to see the Divine presence, we can focus on 
listening. I believe that listening is one of the 
greatest arts. It opens us to God, our fellow humans, 
and the beauties of nature. For me one of the gifts of 
this strange, difficult time has been the ability to 
slow down the prayers so that I am able to listen to 
them speaking to me. Praying is as much about 
listening as speaking. And faith itself is the ability to 
hear the music beneath the noise. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
 “When you come to the land which the Lord your 
God gives to you as an inheritance and you inherit 
it…. You shall take from the first of all the fruits of 
the earth which you shall bring from your land…. 
And you shall respond and you shall say before the 
Lord your God: ‘My father was a wandering 
Aramean.’” 
   The Mishna in Bikkurim describes the drama of 
the bringing of these first fruits, the massive march 
to Jerusalem of farmers from all over Israel with the 
choicest fruit and grain of their labors in their hands, 
the decorated marketplaces of our Holy City 
crowned by the magnificent fruits, and the speech-
song of each individual farmer as he stood in front of 
the Temple altar with the offering he handed to the 
priest. What an impressive demonstration of fealty to 
the Master of the Universe, who is hereby 
recognized as the Provider of all produce and the 
Sustainer of all sustenance. 
   But God’s bounty was not the purpose of bringing 
the first fruits.  The clear emphasis here is the arrival 
of the Israelites to the Land of Israel – after having 
been enslaved and afflicted by the Egyptians, and 
after the Almighty heard their prayers and took them 
from Egypt to Israel with great miracles and 
wonders. Eating the fruits of our own land 
emphasizes the evils of slavery when we could not 
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produce our own food and the inalienable rights of 
Jews (as well as all humans) to freedom and the 
independence to provide for their own needs. 
   From this perspective I can understand why the 
first fruits are only to be brought from the seven 
species which are unique and bring praise to the 
Land of Israel, and why only an individual who 
owns a portion of the Land of Israel and on whose 
portion the fruits actually grew is obligated to 
perform the command of the first fruits. This 
commandment is all about God’s gift of the Land of 
Israel to the Jews; that is why we find that in the 
eleven verses of the first fruits speech-song, the noun 
“land (eretz),” appears no fewer than five times, and 
the verb “gift (matan)” [by God] no fewer than seven 
times! 
   To further cement the inextricable relationship 
between the first fruits and the Land of Israel, Rabbi 
Elĥanan Samet cites a comment by Rabbi Menaĥem 
Ziemba in the name of the Holy Ari, that the 
commandment to bring the first fruits is a repair, a 
tikkun, for the Sin of the Scouts. Perhaps that is why 
the Mishna links the command of the first fruits 
specifically to the fig, grape, and pomegranate (“If 
an individual goes into his field and sees a fig, a 
grape-cluster and/or a pomegranate which has/have 
ripened, he must tie them with a cord and state that 
these are to be first fruits”), precisely the three fruits 
which the scouts took back with them.  
   And the Bible relates to the scouts on their 
reconnaissance mission with the very same language 
that God commands the Israelite concerning the first 
fruits: Moses tells the scouts,  “And you shall take 
from the fruits of the land”, “We came to the land… 
and it is even flowing with milk and honey, and this 
is its fruit”, and – in remarkably parallel fashion – 
God commands the Israelites,  “And you shall take 
from the first of all the fruits of the land”, “Because I 
have come to the land”, “And He gave to us this land 
flowing with milk and honey”.  
   In effect, God is saying that we must bring 
precisely those first fruits from that very special land 
which the scouts rejected, or at least lacked the faith 
to conquer and settle.  
   Fulfilling the command of the first fruits is in 
effect a gesture of “repentance” for the Sin of the 
Scouts.  And in similar fashion, all of us privileged 
to return to Israel after 2000 years of exile are 
similarly repenting for the sin of the Scouts! 
Rabbi Dr. Norman J. Lamm, z”l [Excerpt] 
Selihot – The First Fruits of the New Year - At the 
beginning of today’s sidra we read of two 
institutions which were legislated for our ancestors 
by Moses. The first is the bikurim, the 
commandment to bring the first fruit to the kohen 
(priest). The second is the ma’asrot, the various 
tithes which were obligatory for the Jew – a tenth of 
one’s income to the Levite every year and, on 
alternate years, additional contributions to the poor 
and underprivileged, and the bringing of one’s fruit 
to Jerusalem and eating them there joyously. There 
are a number of similarities between bikurim and 
ma’aser. For one thing, both are compulsory 
contributions. Further, each of them is accompanied 
by a set recitation. And finally, both of them became 
effective only upon the entrance of the People of 
Israel to the Holy Land. 
   But even more significant than the similarities are 
the differences between these two great institutions. 
In introducing the recitation that is to accompany the 
giving of the tithes, the Torah merely says, “And you 
shall say”. Before the recitation for the first fruits, 
however, the Torah prefaces the words, “And you 
shall call out (ve’anita) and say”. That extra word 
“ve’anita,” “and you shall call out,” was interpreted 
variously by our Rabbis. Thus, they said that the first 
fruits are to be brought and the recitation is to be 
read in a loud voice, whereas the recitation for the 

tithes is to be pronounced in a whisper. 
   Furthermore, the recitation for the first fruits must 
be in Hebrew, whereas the recitation for the tithes 
may be read in any language. A third difference 
involves the terminology used: the bikurim recitation 
is called “mikra,” a reading or proclamation; 
whereas the ma’asrot reading is called “viduy,” 
which means a “confession.” And then there is also a 
historical difference between the two. The first fruits 
were offered in the Holy Land as long as the Temple 
was in existence. The reading for the tithes, however, 
was interrupted in the middle of the Second 
Commonwealth by Yohanan the High Priest. 
   Why this apparent discrimination favoring bikurim 
over ma’asrot? Why did both Halakha and history 
give preference to first fruits over tithes? We will 
discuss several answers. 
   The first relates to the difference in mood and 
temperament between these two mitzvot. When a 
man brought his bikurim, he spoke of his and his 
people’s low origins. He said, “Arami oved avi,” a 
wandering, or perplexed, Aramean was my 
forefather Jacob. In contrast to the origin traditions 
of Israel’s neighbors, there is no myth here of people 
being descended from a sun-god! Our ancestors were 
not great conquerors; instead, we were slaves who 
were persecuted and driven from one indignity to 
another. It is only because of God’s intervention that 
we were saved – it was God who took us out of 
Egypt. It was only because of Him that we came to 
this marvelous inheritance of the Land of Israel: 
“And He gave us this land”. Without the Almighty 
we would have remained a slave people, crushed in 
between the millstones of degenerate Egyptian 
civilization, so that by this day nothing would have 
been left of us. All of the mikra bikurim, is, 
therefore, an expression of thankfulness and 
gratitude based upon the acknowledgement of our 
own helplessness without God. 
   The ma’asrot recitation is in a completely different 
category. One can easily misunderstand this string of 
verses as reflecting a sense of complacency and 
smugness. The donor recites the words, “I have paid 
all my debts to the Sanctuary. I have also given them 
unto the Levite, and unto the stranger, to the orphan 
and the widow, according to all Your commandments 
which You have commanded me.” I have taken care 
of my obligations; I have done nothing wrong. I am 
a pious man and I am a good Jew. This was a speech 
that accompanied the bringing of the ma’aser. An 
innocent bystander might have expected that, at this 
point, the worshipper would remain silent, waiting 
for a divine pat on the back! 
   Now, whereas the facts mentioned in this recitation 
may be true and accurate, it is certainly unbecoming 
to pronounce them aloud. The facts may be correct, 
but the publicity given to them is by no means right. 
The feeling that one has given enough, done enough, 
observed enough, should remain just that – a feeling, 
nothing more. Because if it is not kept to a whisper, 
but is proclaimed in a loud voice, then devoutness 
degenerates into superciliousness, righteousness into 
self-righteousness, and piety into pomposity. The 
mark of the Jew, however, is that he is a bayshan, a 
shame-faced person; we are a unique people whose 
high morality has often been mistaken for 
masochism. We have traditionally underplayed our 
achievements, while publicly acknowledging our 
guilt and our faults. Our prayers speak of how 
“because of our sins, we were exiled from our land.” 
We accept the blame upon ourselves for our exile; it 
was caused by our moral failures. And our Scriptures 
are largely the record of our failures and 
insufficiencies. What a contrast to the atmosphere of 
political conventions, to which we have been 
subjected these past weeks, in which orator after 
orator points with pride to the virtues of his own 
party exclusively and views with alarm the faults of 
his opponents! 

   Perhaps it is time that we Jews in the contemporary 
era were now mature and bright enough to apply the 
lessons of the recitation of bikurim to the State of 
Israel in the kind of image we are trying to present to 
the world. We may be justifiably proud of Israel’s 
achievements in science and in industry, in security 
and housing and economics. But instead of 
publishing this record in a loud voice – overexposing 
it so that non-Jews will say: “Yes, Israel is that 
country of those inventive and ambitious Jews” – the 
weight and burden of our image ought to be the 
presentation of Israel as the land of the Bible, where 
an ancient divine promise to our forefathers was 
redeemed in our day. For this is the theme of the 
bikurim. A holy people never blows its own horn. 
Indeed, the only time it does so is at the teki’at 
shofar during the period leading up to Rosh HaShana 
– and the sounding of the shofar then reminds us of 
our errors, not our greatness. 
   A second answer as to the difference between the 
first fruits and the tithes concerns the nature of our 
religious orientation. The man who brought bikurim 
expected nothing in return for his pious gesture. On 
the contrary, in offering gratitude, he implied that 
what he had received heretofore was undeserved. 
Therefore he offered his thanks and expected 
nothing more – although he might have hoped for it 
with all his heart. 
   Contrariwise, the giving of the ma’asrot was 
concluded by a short prayer, beginning with the 
words, “Look forth from Your holy habitation, from 
Heaven, and bless Your people Israel, and the land 
which You has given us”. How easy to misinterpret 
this beautiful passage as, “I have done my duty 
toward You, O Lord; now it is up to You to 
reciprocate and do Your duty towards me! I have 
fulfilled my obligations; now, O God, pay me back.” 
This is the kind of feeling that informs a person who, 
in conditions of distress and adversity, will complain 
that he is deserving of much better from God, and 
when he revels in prosperity and plenty, never 
entertains the thought that maybe he is undeserving 
of all this bliss and blessing. Now, it may be just that 
he is deserving – who are we to judge our fellow 
human being? But while it may be just, it certainly is 
not authentic piety. A mature religious person does 
not exact payment from God, just as a mature 
married couple does not base its life upon an 
exchange of duties legally exacted and juridically 
delimited. There is a danger that this concluding 
prayer of the recitation of the ma’aser can be 
misunderstood by the donor as a kind of quid pro 
quo, an attempt to strike a bargain with God and 
demand immediate payment. Compared with the 
mikra bikurim, the viduy ma’aser can be 
characterized as a kind of crass commercialism, a 
deal with the Deity. When a man speaks thus, and 
intends this, it is indeed a viduy, a “confession” that 
he does not understand the Torah and that he does 
not understand man’s destiny in the face of God. 
   Whereas the recitation for bikurim is called a 
mikra, a proclamation of maturity, because man 
knows his shortcomings and appreciates that he 
deserves nothing, the reading for ma’asrot is viduy, a 
confession of misunderstand and failure. That is why 
the bikurim was recited only in Hebrew (the holy 
language) for the entire concept which one 
enunciated bespeaks a holy wisdom – whereas the 
business-like attitude towards God reflected in the 
viduy ma’aser is recited in any language, for it 
reflects the vulgar jargon of the market-place…. 
    As the old year draws to a close, ushered in by the 
Selihot prayers, may we learn to approach our maker 
in true humility and in the spirit of gratitude of the 
bikurim. And may we be privileged to fulfill 
especially the concluding words of the mikra 
bikurim: “And you shall be happy in all the 
goodness that the Lord Your God has given you and 
your household.” Amen.
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This week’s Parashah tells us (28:9), “You shall walk in His
ways,” teaching that a person, through his good deeds, actually
can walk in Hashem’s footsteps. R’ Eliezer Zvi Safran z”l (1830-
1898; Komarno Rebbe) observes, though, that most of us do not
believe this--that is, we don’t believe in our own spiritual
potential.

For example, how often do we pray, and, when we see that
we aren’t answered, we assume that our prayers can’t really
make a difference? R’ Yisrael Ba’al Shem Tov z”l (died 1760)
teaches that this is the result of excessive self-deprecation. One
must believe that his prayers have untold consequences in the
Heavens, even if he doesn’t see those effects. If one believed
this, the Komarno Rebbe adds, how joyously would he pray!
How carefully would he pronounce every letter, every syllable!

If one believed that he is (in the words of Bereishit 28:12)
“a ladder standing on the ground with its head in the heavens,”
that every movement, every word, every step and every
business deal makes a spiritual impact on the world, he would
do them all for the sake of Heaven. Also, the Zohar comments,
“If people knew the love with which Hashem loves the Jewish
people, they would, so-to-speak, roar like lions in
their eagerness to follow Him.”

On the other hand, if one thinks that he can’t make a
difference, he should know that he is on the road to heresy. If
he thinks that way, it is a sign that the Yetzer Ha’ra has
succeeded with him and will soon deprive him of life in this
world and in the next.  – Continued in box inside –

“Prozbul”
While the agricultural aspects of the Shemittah year apply only to the

land and produce of Eretz Yisrael, the Mitzvah of Shemittat Kesafim /
releasing loans applies between Jews anywhere in the world.

R’ Moshe ben Maimon z”l (Rambam; 1135-1204; Spain and Egypt)
writes: When the Sage Hillel the Elder saw that people were refraining
from making loans and were thereby transgressing the prohibition
[Devarim 15:9], “Beware lest there be a lawless thought in your heart,
saying, ‘The seventh year approaches, the remission year,’ and you will
look malevolently upon your destitute brother and refuse to give him,” he
established the Prozbol so that loans would not be released. The Prozbol is
effective only in our times when forgiving loans is required only by
rabbinic decree. A Prozbol has no effect when releasing loans is required
by Torah law. . .

The following is the text of the Prozbol: “I submit to you, so-and-so and
so-and-so, the judges of such-and-such a place, that I may be permitted to
collect any loan that I have outstanding at any time that I wish.”

(Mishneh Torah, Hil. Shemittah Ve’yovel 9:16-17)

R’ Binyamin Yehoshua Zilber z”l (1916-2008; Israel) writes: The Torah
states (Devarim 15:3), “Over what you have with your brother, you shall
remit your authority.” Once a loan is handed over to Bet Din to collect on
one’s behalf--which is what a Prozbol accomplishes--“you” are no longer
collecting from “your brother,” and there is no prohibition. Some
understand this as the P’shat / straightforward meaning of the verse, and
hold that a Prozbol would be effective even when the Mitzvah of Shemittat
Kesafim applies according to Torah law. Others, such as Rambam (quoted
above), understand this interpretation of the verse as a mere Asmachta, a
hint in the Torah to a law that the Sages would later institute.

Ideally, R’ Zilber writes, a Prozbol should be completed in the presence
of three Torah scholars who are familiar with the laws of Shemittah.
However, if it was written in front of three laymen, it also is valid.  

(Brit Olam: Shevi’it 10:65, 68)
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“You will go mad from the sight of your eyes that you will see.” 

(28:34)
R’ Yosef Yozel Horowitz z”l (1847-1919; the Alter of Novardok) writes:

The “sight of your eyes” that will drive a person mad--i.e., confuse a
person--refers to seeing one’s own good qualities. He explains:

The Gemara (Bava Batra 78b) teaches that the key to controlling one’s
Yetzer Ha’ra is performing a Cheshbon Ha’nefesh / self-assessment
(literally, “accounting of the soul”). Everyone performs assessments and
accountings, the Alter notes: They balance their checkbooks and decide
what purchases they can afford or not afford; they take their temperatures
and decide whether they need medicine; etc. Yet, most people find it
difficult to perform a Cheshbon Ha’nefesh / an accounting of their behavior
and thoughts. Why?

He answers: It is easy to recognize a Rasha / wicked person. Most
people have no trouble avoiding people or behaviors that are undeniably
wicked. However, if the wicked person wears the garb, has the
mannerisms, and speaks the language of a Talmid Chacham / Torah
scholar, the danger he presents is enormous. Such a person is difficult to
recognize for what he really is.

Similarly, if an otherwise observant Jew has a regular yearning for one
particular non-kosher dish, he will have no trouble recognizing that as a
failing. Even if he cannot control it, he will make sure that it does not affect
other areas of his observance. Generally, however, people are not
accustomed to looking at their good qualities and bad qualities separately.
Instead, they weave their good qualities and bad qualities into one
“picture” of themselves. They combine black and white to create gray,
rather than addressing the black and the white separately. Worse yet, they
alter their view of what is good to accommodate their failings. In this sense,
being aware of their own good qualities has driven them “mad.”

Some bad qualities may seem very insignificant, the Alter notes.
However, if one takes a valid one dollar bill and adds a zero--i.e., nothing--
to the denomination, the result is equivalent to a counterfeit ten dollar bill.
So, too, even minor bad qualities that are woven into a good lifestyle can
create a corrupt lifestyle. What is the source of this mistake? It is that most
people see righteousness and wickedness as absolutes, not appreciating
that there are an infinite number of levels between a Tzaddik and a Rasha.
Thus, one who sees himself as essentially righteous thinks he has nothing
to worry about. But he is wrong, writes the Alter. A person is always on a
slope, either going up or going down. Every bad quality takes a person at
least one step down the slope, farther from being a Tzaddik and closer to
being a Rasha. That is why no bad quality should be ignored.  

(Madregat Ha’adam p.136)

2
“You shall come to whomever will be the Kohen in those days, and you

shall say to him, ‘I declare today to Hashem, your Elokim, that I have come
to the Land that Hashem swore to our forefathers to give us’.”  (26:3)

Rashi z”l comments: “You must declare that you are not ungrateful.”
R’ Ben Zion Nesher shlita (one of the senior rabbis in Tel Aviv, Israel) asks: At

first glance, a person who is ungrateful has a character flaw, while a person who
feels and expresses gratitude is “normal.” If so, announcing that one is not
ungrateful is the equivalent of announcing that one doesn’t have a blemish; for
example, a broken arm. If so, why should a person declare publicly that he is not
ungrateful?

In light of this question, R’ Nesher writes, we must reject our initial
understanding. Apparently, not being ungrateful is something to be proud of. The
reason for this is that being ungrateful is part of the human condition, so that a
person who is not ungrateful has lifted himself above the human condition, above
nature. Our first ancestor, Adam, was ungrateful, a trait he exhibited when he said
(Bereishit 3:12), “The woman that You gave to be with me--she gave me of the
tree, and I ate.” In effect, Adam rejected all the gifts that Hashem had given him,
including a wife, and blamed Hashem for his own (Adam’s) downfall.

R’ Nesher continues: From the earliest time in Gan Eden, when angels
prepared Adam’s food, man has lived with the attitude, “It’s coming to me!” The
Mitzvah of Bikkurim / First Fruits, the subject of the first section of our Parashah
(including our verse), is meant to teach a person that nothing is coming to him.
After a person toiled in his field, vineyard, or orchard for an entire season, the
Torah commands him to give the first fruits to the Kohen, as well as to give other
portions to Kohanim, Levi’im and the poor. A person who successfully performs
the Mitzvah of Bikkurim can rightly proclaim: “I am not ungrateful!”  

(Haggadah Shel Pesach Shir Tziyon p.10)

“You have distinguished Hashem today to be Elokim for you, and to walk
in His ways, and to observe His decrees, His commandments, and His
statutes, and to listen to His voice. And, Hashem has distinguished you today
to be for Him a treasured people, as He spoke to you, and to observe all His
commandments.”  (26:17-18)

R’ Alexander Ziskind of Horodna z”l (1739-1794; Belarus) comments: Do not
think that the Mitzvot are a burden, like a decree that a master imposes on his
servants. To the contrary, because of Hashem’s immense love for us, He has given
us a great, priceless gift.  (Yesod V’shoresh Ha’avodah: Introduction)

– Continued from front page –
Rather than despair, one can learn from Yaakov, who said (Bereishit 35:5), “I

lived with Lavan and I delayed until now.” The letters of “Lavan” are the reverse
of the letters of “Naval”/ “degenerate one,” a reference to the Yetzer Ha’ra. Why
was Yaakov successful in turning around the “Naval,” and “whitening” it (from
“Lavan” / “white”)? Because “I delayed until now,” that is, because he did not
expect immediate results from his prayers and Mitzvot, but rather had faith that
the results would come with time.  (Zekan Beto, p.216)



 

CHANNEL 13 POLL (Arutz-7 9/15/22) 
  Current Knesset 6/7 7/11 8/8 9/14 
Likud   29 35 34 33 31 
Yesh Atid   17 20 23 23 24 
Blue and White/New Hope 14 8 14 12 12 
Shas   9 8 8 8 8 
Yamina/Jewish Home 7 6 0 0 0 
Labor   7 7 5 5 5 
United Torah Judaism 7 7 7 7 7 
Yisrael Beiteinu  7 5 5 6 6 
Religious Zionist  7 10 10 11 13 
Joint List   6 6 6 6 5 
Meretz   6 4 4 5 5 
Ra’am   4 4 4 4 4 
 
SHIN BET PASSES NEW INFO TO CIA ABOUT BLACKLISTED 
PALESTINIAN NGOS (JPost 9/13/22) 
After previous efforts failed, an Israeli security delegation visited Washington 
last week in another attempt to convince the administration to back the 
designation of the six organizations as terrorist organizations. The affair 
caused sharp criticism against Israel in the Democratic Party. The US State 
Department said the new information would be reviewed. 
An Israeli security delegation visited Washington last week in an attempt to 
convince the US State Department and the Central Intelligence Agency to 
back Israel's designation of six Palestinian NGOs as terrorist organizations, 
senior Israeli and American officials said. 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz's decision a year ago to declare the six 
organizations as terrorist organizations resulted in sharp criticism in the US 
and European countries. The criticism in the US was especially heavy from 
Democratic members of Congress and liberal Jewish organizations. 
Senior Israeli officials admitted that the move against the Palestinian 
organizations severely damaged Israel's image in the US, especially among 
supporters of the Democratic Party. 
Senior Israeli officials said that the delegation included representatives of the 
Shin Bet, the Ministry of Defense and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Members of the delegation met with representatives of the US State 
Department, the CIA and the US Director of National Intelligence. 
The Israeli delegation presented up-to-date intelligence information regarding 
the six Palestinian organizations and alleged evidence regarding their 
involvement in the terrorist activities of the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), Israeli officials said. 
About a year ago, after the declaration of the six organizations as terrorist 
organizations, Israel transferred to the United States the intelligence 
information upon which it had based the declaration. For many months, 
American intelligence agencies examined the information and formed an 
opinion on the matter. 
A spokesperson for the State Department said about three weeks ago that 
the information that Israel provided did not cause the US government to 
change its attitude toward these six organizations. 
In mid-August, the IDF raided the offices of several of these organizations, 
confiscated equipment and closed the offices. The State Department 
expressed concern over the move and stated that the US had asked Israel 
for clarification. 
The Foreign Ministry, the Defense Ministry, and the Shin Bet refused to 
comment on the matter. 

A spokesman for the US State Department said in response: "Israeli officials 
continue to explain to the US the rationale and reasons for declaring six 
Palestinian non-governmental organizations as terrorist organizations. The 
US government is currently examining additional information that Israel has 
provided on the matter." 
 
ISRAEL REVEALS SYRIAN FACILITIES USED BY IRAN TO 
MANUFACTURE ADVANCED ARMS (YNet 9/12/22) 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz revealed on Monday a map marking over 10 
different facilities in Syria used to produce advanced weapons for Iranian-
backed proxy militias in the region. 
The sites, which are located in the northwestern city of Masyaf, belong to the 
Syrian Scientific Studies and Research Center, known by its French acronym 
CERS, including one underground facility.     
Speaking at the Jerusalem Post Annual Conference in New York City, Gantz 
accused Iran of assembling a "terror industry" in Syria for its needs and 
called on the world to provide a "credible and tangible military option" against 
Iranian activity. 
He also issued a warning to Syria against using these facilities to produce 
precision-guided missiles for Iran and Hezbollah, thereby disrupting the 
balance in the region. 
The Israeli defense chief told the conference there had been a “sharp 
increase in Iran’s violent activity” in the region since the start of 2020 and that 
the Islamic Republic continues to bankroll its proxies throughout the region to 
the tune of a $1 billion while arguing that lifting Western sanctions over 
Tehran would funnel $100 billion that will then be used for terrorism.  
Gantz further claimed that besides CERS in Syria, the Iranians were also 
working to establish similar missile and weapon industries in Lebanon and 
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Yemen. 
In his speech, Gantz also stated that according to Israeli intelligence, Iran 
has ramped up its production of advanced uranium enrichment centrifuges, 
including at underground sites which is prohibited by the international 
community. 
According to Israeli assessments, Gantz said, Iran would be able to enrich 
enough fissile material for three nuclear bombs within weeks if it decides to 
do so.  
He also rejected Iran's demands to close ongoing International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) probes into its nuclear program as a prerequisite to 
rejoining a 2015 agreement with world powers. Gantz argued Iran insisted on 
the same since it had something to hide. 
 
AYELET SHAKED ALLIES WITH JEWISH HOME AHEAD OF NOVEMBER 
1 BALLOT (YNet 9/13/22) 
Yamina leader Ayelet Shaked joined forces with the Jewish Home Party 
ahead of the November elections as the deadline to submit candidate lists for 
the Knesset race is just two days away. 
'I am happy that we succeeded in rebuilding a home for right-wing religious 
Zionism in Israel. We will work to form a stable right-wing coalition," she said 
in a statement. 
She told reporters she intended to recommend Benjamin Netanyahu to be 
the next prime minister, thus increasing his chances of forming the next 
government. 
However, should her new political partnership fail to obtain the minimum 
votes to cross the Knesset threshold, she would be blamed for a loss of right-
wing votes. 
Her earlier alliance with the Spirit of Zionism dissolved early this week over 
her decision to agree to join a narrow coalition headed by former prime 
minister Benjamin Netanyahu, should he win enough seats to form a 
government. 
She condemned the position of her short lived partners' who would prefer 
further election cycles to a Netanyahu-led coalition. 
Shaked on Monday, public acknowledged she had made mistakes when 
agreeing to serve in a government made up of center-left parties and the 
Islamist Ra'am party. 
"Yes, I have made mistakes," Shaked said in a Twitter post. "As a servant of 
the people, I have made decisions, some of which have been wrong, but I've 
always acted in the interest of Israel only. Now is the time to learn and repair 
and move forward," she said. 
"Today I am returning home to where my heart is. We will rebuild a home for 
the responsible and pragmatic right-wing and of course for religious Zionism," 
she said.  
Shaked, who began her political career alongside former prime minister 
Naftali Bennett, at the head of the Jewish Home Party, had followed Bennett 
to form alternative political ventures, aiming to attract a wider range of right-
wing voters, until landing in a narrow coalition with the center-left parties, 
united by the desire to keep Netanyahu from power. 
She claimed her intent was to avoid further election cycles, brought on by 
Netanyahu's opponents' refusal to serve with him in the same coalition 
because of his indictment on charges of corruption and because of what was 
claimed to be his less than stellar record with the truth and his willingness to 
uphold political agreements he had made. 
 
NETANYAHU PROMISES TO FUND HAREDI SCHOOL SYSTEM, 
AVERTING UTJ SPLIT (JPost 9/13/22) 
Opposition leader Benjamin Netanyahu pledged this week that if he is 
elected prime minister, he would raise the budget of haredi institutions that 
do not teach “core studies,” thus incentivizing these institutions not to join a 
new Education and Finance ministries program that would supply funding to 
schools that teach math, English and Hebrew. 
Netanyahu’s pledge was part of an agreement reached between the sparring 
haredi factions, Degel Hatorah and Agudat Yisrael, according to a  

draft of the deal revealed on Monday. 
The rift began last month when the Education Ministry published a tender 
geared toward the haredi community that promised significant funding on the 
condition that the schools teach secular subjects. The initiative is known as 
the “Belz Arrangement,” since it is particularly aimed at the Belz hassidic 
group that is part of Agudat Yisrael, and whose schools were denied entry 
into the education system controlled by Degel Hatorah. 
Belz’s willingness to enter the initiative infuriated Degel Hatorah and its 
longtime leader, MK Moshe Gafni, who viewed the program as unwarranted 
state intervention into haredi education. 
That was the crux of the contention between the two factions. 
Belz agreed to turn down the Education Ministry’s initiative, in exchange for a 
pledge that Netanyahu will reimburse them by upping the state funding they 
are currently receiving, and legislate this raise into the national budget. 
Politicians and parties in the anti-Netanyahu bloc criticized him for 
incentivizing haredi schools not to teach core studies, thus hurting haredi 
children’s chances of entering the workforce when they grow up. 
“If in order to survive politically, Bibi will need to endanger hundreds of 
thousands of haredi people’s futures in the workforce and hurt their 
livelihoods – he will do so without thinking twice,” Yesh Atid wrote on Twitter. 
“That is what happens when personal preferences, along with a narrow and 
disconnected political interest, come before the concern for the future of 
citizens.” 
Alternate Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, who served in the past as Education 
minister, tweeted: “Passing enormous sums of money to schools that refuse 
to teach English and mathematics will create an entire generation of young 
people without the skills necessary to work and support themselves. This is a 
move that threatens the future of the State of Israel.  
Education Minister Yifat Shasha-Biton said on Army Radio on Tuesday that 
“the significance [of the deal] on the most basic level is that it thrusts poverty 
on Israel’s haredi children. I want the public to understand what we are 
talking about here. In the past year, we developed an arrangement 
stipulating that schools teaching core studies will be funded accordingly. The 
idea is to truly insert all of the core studies into the schools that will be taught 
optimally, with oversight and testing. 
“We have a true duty to give every child in the State of Israel, including 
haredi children, the tools and skills that they will need for their adult lives.” 
Haredi politicians countered on Tuesday that the state should not interfere in 
how the sector chooses to educate its children, and that all they were asking 
was for the state to grant them funding based on what state education 
institutions receive. 
According to Israeli law, schools that are considered “recognized but not 
official” receive 75% of the funding awarded to state schools, while schools 
that are completely private receive 55% of that funding. Those private 
schools are not required to teach core studies. 
In reality, the percentages are equated to only part of what state schools 
receive, so the gap in funding between state schools and other schools is 
actually larger. 
Haredi politicians argued that all the agreement calls for was for the state to 
respect the law and grant the private schools what they are due: 55% out of 
the entire sum that state schools are awarded. 
Netanyahu’s repairing of the UTJ rift is another achievement after he 
brokered an agreement between Religious Zionist Party leader MK Bezalel 
Smotrich and Otzma Yehudit leader MK Itamar Ben-Gvir on August 26. 
 
ISRAEL TO GET RARE COIN MINTED BY JEWS 'AS SHOW OF 
INDEPENDENCE' AGAINST ROME (Israel Hayom 9/13/22) 
A rare coin minted by the Jewish rebels during the Great Revolt against  
Rome toward the end of the Second Temple Period will be handed back to 
Israel some 2,000 years after it was introduced into circulation as a sign of 
defiance against the world's superpower at the time, The New York Times 
reported on Tuesday. 
US authorities took the coin from collectors in 2017 after they got word of an  
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attempt to sell it an auction in Denver, where it was to be sold for as much as 
$1 million. However, talks with Israel over its fate encountered various legal 
pitfalls that were only overcome in the summer. 
"Experts say the coin, a quarter-shekel piece featuring palm branches and a 
wreath and dated to AD 69, is among the rarest coins remaining from the 
bloody Jewish uprising against imperial Rome. The Roman response 
included the sacking and burning of the Temple Mount in AD 70 and, in AD 
73, the demise of the last Jewish holdouts at Masada," 
The New York Times. "The minting of such coins by Jews during the 
rebellion was considered a major statement of sovereignty by people whom 
the Romans had forbidden from issuing silver coins," it said. 
Ilan Hadad, an archeologist at the Israeli Antiquities Authority, was quoted in 
the Times as saying the coin should be considered "a national treasure" that 
"has strong religious and political symbolism to Jews and Christians around 
the world." 
"Coins like this were a very in-your-face declaration of independence," he 
said. "They made them by scratching out the images of emperors on Roman 
silver coins and restamping them." 
 
ISRAEL WEIGHS LIMITING WEST BANK OPERATIONS TO HELP 
STRENGTHEN PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY (Ha’aretz 9/13/22) 
The rising tension between Israel and the Palestinian Authority has to do not 
only with the increase in terror attacks and exchanges of fire with the Israeli 
army, but also in the messages exchanged between the two sides. Over the 
past few days, Israel Defense Forces Chief of Staff Aviv Kochavi and Shin 
Bet security service head Ronen Bar have publicly criticized the PA security 
forces. Defense officials are concerned that in some cases, the limited action 
of the PA security forces in the northern West Bank and the weakening of 
security coordination with Israel are happening on orders from above. 
At the annual UN General Assembly in late September last year, PA 
President Mahmoud Abbas gave a belligerent speech in which he warned of 
a cutting of ties with Israel. Abbas will speak at the assembly again this year, 
on September 23, and political and security officials are somewhat nervous 
about what he might say. Abbas has used the General Assembly dais on 
more than one occasion to attack Israel and sometimes his words are 
translated into deeds in the West Bank. For example, in September 2015, 
immediately after Abbas’ harsh address, a wave of terror attacks started in 
the West Bank and within the Green Line including shootings, stabbings and 
vehicular attacks, which only abated about six months later. 
The escalation in the West Bank has raised concern in the United States, 
Egypt, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, and all these countries are now 
working to calm things down. Last week Barbara Leaf, U.S. assistant 
secretary of state for near Eastern affairs, visited Israel and the PA. The 
heads of the Israeli security establishment who met with her, including the 
Shin Bet’s Bar, presented data on the steep rise in terror attacks since 
March. 
In Ramallah, Leaf met with senior PA official Hussein al-Sheikh and with 
Majid Farah, head of the PA’s General Intelligence. Abbas, who is frustrated 
by what he sees as a lack of willingness on the part of the Biden 
administration to intervene to advance the diplomatic process, did not meet 
with Leaf, preferring to send representatives. Abbas’ decision was perceived 
as an insult in Washington, especially in light of U.S. attempts to calm things 
down and send more money to the PA from the United States and the Gulf 
states. According to the PA leadership, Abbas was unable to meet with Leaf 
due to scheduling conflicts. 
Israel has noted the increased involvement of members of the PA’s security 
forces in exchanges of fire with IDF soldiers, when the latter make arrest 
sweeps in Jenin, Nablus, and nearby refugee camps and villages. In Nablus, 
a new group has sprung up called the Lion’s Den, numbering hundreds of 
young men from various Palestinian organizations, who fire at IDF troops. 
Israel is particularly worried about events in Nablus, one of the main cities of 
the West Bank, with many Jewish settlements in close proximity. A further 
decline in the situation in Nablus, and the ongoing weakening of the PA’s 

control there, could affect the security situation throughout the West Bank 
and require the army to act more extensively. 
Defense officials concede that for Israel there is no real substitute for the PA 
security forces in the West Bank. According to these officials, there are two 
main possibilities: Help the PA forces take back responsibility for security in 
the cities of the northern West Bank, or stay on the sidelines and watch the 
PA collapse, which could mean that Israel would have to enter the resulting 
vacuum. The officials say that the change for the worse can be seen mainly 
in the northern West Bank and that in other areas, from Ramallah southward, 
the PA is still functioning reasonably well in the realms of health, education, 
employment and the daily work of its government ministries. The PA is also 
enforcing criminal laws and arresting offenders in those areas. 
The weakening of the PA security forces, according to this view, stems not 
only from the behavior of armed groups that rebel against the PA, but from a 
creeping decline in the PA’s functioning, which is also influenced by Israel’s 
attitude. Since the end of the second intifada, around 2005–2006, Israel has 
not acted robustly to renew the diplomatic process, nor has it seen to the 
reestablishment of the PA’s authority, which took a major hit after Yasser 
Arafat’s rule encouraged terror and the IDF retook the West Bank cities. The 
persistence of the status quo hurts the position of the PA in the eyes of the 
West Bank’s residents, who perceive it as weak and even helpless. 
The mutual recriminations between the PA and Israel are a major focus at 
the security meetings that continue to be held between Israeli and PA 
officials. The Palestinians have said at these meetings that the Israeli 
expectation from the Palestinian security forces to take action against the 
armed groups in the northern West Bank is unrealistic, when the IDF enters 
the cities and refugee camps every night to arrest wanted men and shooting 
incidents ensue between the sides. According to the Palestinians, when 
mourning tents go up almost daily following the killings of young Palestinian 
men in these incidents, the PA cannot act effectively on the ground. 
Palestinian officials have asked Israel to draw down the IDF’s operations in 
the northern West Bank in the near future and to allow their people to act 
instead. The PA officials have said that this model has been successfully 
implemented in the past during tense times, to rein in the spread of violence. 
The Israeli security establishment is debating whether to continue arrest 
sweeps in the northern West Bank at the same high level as in recent 
months. Some officials believe there will be no choice but to conduct a 
widespread arrest sweep particularly in the Jenin area, apparently even 
before the November 1 election in Israel. Others believe Israel is also adding 
fuel to the fire in its insistence on making arrests every night and continuing 
to state that these actions are part of Operation Breakwater, which started 
following a series of shooting attacks within the Green Line in late March. 
Senior security officials are also discussing recommendations to again allow 
the Palestinian security forces room to maneuver in the northern West Bank, 
and to spur them to action by pointing out that the PA also considers Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad enemies that will quickly take advantage of any vacuum 
created to coopt the armed groups and strengthen their hold on the northern 
West Bank. Some Israeli security officials recommend reinforcement of 
security coordination with the PA forces and to gradually to give them times 
and places to renew their own action. According to these officials, it is better 
in the near future to limit IDF entry into densely inhabited Palestinian areas to 
urgent warnings of terror attacks, “ticking bombs,” and to avoid unnecessary 
violent friction. They believe this is the most significant way to strengthen the 
Palestinian forces. 
Israel, the PA and the United States have recently discussed additional steps 
to upgrade the Palestinian security forces. A military training exercise under 
U.S. instructors was recently held with PA forces in Jordan. Israel does not 
rule out granting permits to bring more weapons and ammunition for the PA 
forces, to bolster their strength in the face of armed groups. An idea was also 
raised to establish a special Palestinian force, better trained and armed, that 
would be sent in to deal with armed Hamas and Islamic Jihad activists. 
Security officials say that despite the heightened role of armed activists in 
incidents, at the moment the wave of violence is not sweeping up most of the 
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public in the West Bank. There are no widespread demonstrations and 
although the Palestinian public is losing faith in the PA, most West Bank 
residents do not take part in terror or violent protests. Many in the West Bank 
see the renewed spread of armed activists as a severe internal threat in 
Palestinian society and fear a rise in crime. 
 
MAYBE ISRAEL SHOULD REVIEW ITS RULES OF ENGAGEMENT WITH 
US (Melanie Phillips, Israel Hayom 9/9/22) 
A key strategy of Israel's push-me-pull-you prime ministers, Naftali Bennett 
and Yair Lapid, has been to refrain from publicly criticizing America's policies 
in the Middle East. 
By restricting to private discussions with US President Joe Biden and his 
team Israel's profound concerns over the proposed nuclear deal with Iran, 
Bennett and Lapid believed that a grateful American administration would 
reciprocate by advancing Israel's interests. 
This has been an excruciating error. Its lethal naivety has now been 
graphically exposed by the continuing fallout of the Abu Akleh affair, which 
has been worsening by the day. 
Shireen Abu Akleh, an American-Palestinian reporter with Al Jazeera, was 
shot dead on May 11 in a firefight in Jenin between the Israel Defense 
Forces and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) terrorists. 
Israel originally said she had most likely been shot by indiscriminate 
Palestinian fire. It subsequently said that, while the absence of the bullet that 
killed the journalist made a conclusion impossible, she may have been shot 
accidentally by an IDF sniper. 
When the Palestinian Authority finally produced a bullet that it claimed had 
killed Abu Akleh, the US State Department said this projectile was too 
damaged to permit any conclusion. Nevertheless, it added, it was most likely 
that an IDF bullet had killed her. 
In Israel, there was outrage at this claim, which was backed up by nothing 
stronger than speculation. Yet on Monday, the Israelis themselves did 
something similar. 
Statements issued by the IDF and the Military Attorney General said that 
while it was "not possible to unequivocally determine the source of the 
gunfire" that had killed Abu Akleh, there was a "high possibility" or a "high 
probability" that she was "accidentally hit by IDF gunfire that was fired 
towards suspects identified as armed Palestinian gunmen, during an 
exchange of fire in which life-risking, widespread and indiscriminate shots 
were fired towards IDF soldiers." The IDF added: "Another possibility which 
remains relevant is that Ms. Abu Akleh was hit by bullets fired by armed 
Palestinian gunmen." 
If anyone had thought that by such statements Israel would thus draw a line 
under the affair, they were to be immediately disabused of this error. 
The very next day, the Biden administration publicly demanded that Israel 
change its rules of engagement, which it had been demanding behind the 
scenes ever since the incident happened. 
US State Department spokesman Ned Price said the United States "has 
made it a priority to mitigate and respond to civilian harm caused by military 
operations." 
What extraordinary arrogance. It's for a sovereign nation alone to decide on 
its own rules of engagement. Israel, whose record in minimizing civilian 
casualties in military operations is far better than that of the United States or 
any other country, needs no lessons in avoiding such tragedies. 
The rules in question require soldiers to shout at a suspect to halt activities, 
fire into the air and only use lethal force in case of a direct threat. Which bit of 
that does the Biden administration think is unsatisfactory? 
The American intervention was so outrageous that the Israeli government 
rapidly unbuttoned its lip. "I expect our friends in the world not to preach 
morality to us but to back us up in our war on terror," said a furious Bennett. 
"No one will dictate our rules of engagement to us when we are the ones 
fighting for our lives," said Lapid. 
Relations between Jerusalem and Washington are now revealed to have 
publicly and disastrously deteriorated. 

Israel brought this on itself by announcing its conclusion in a form of words 
that obviously would give ammunition to those predisposed to think ill of 
Israel's every deed. 
Even stranger, though, is that inconclusive conclusion itself. 
In July, Arutz Sheva reported the renowned ballistic expert and physicist 
Nahum Shahaf casting doubt on the suggestion that the IDF had killed Abu 
Akleh. The bullet produced by the P., said Shahaf, had undergone "a severe 
transformation at the hands of a hammer that created a deep depression in 
its back." 
The type of rifle used by the IDF, which the PA said had fired the fatal bullet, 
was "considered non-lethal at a distance of over 100 meters." A bullet from 
such a rifle couldn't have caused the terrible wounds to the reporter's head 
and spine. 
Moreover, said Shahaf, the technicians used by the IDF to investigate such 
evidence weren't as equipped as he was to deal with this kind of complex 
ballistic issue. 
It was Shahaf who had first exposed as fake the TV footage of 12-year-old 
Muhammad al-Durah apparently being shot dead by IDF soldiers at the start 
of the Second Intifada. With typical PR bungling, Israel had publicly accepted 
responsibility for killing him. It subsequently emerged from untransmitted 
video footage that, after the child had been hysterically pronounced dead, he 
was in fact very much alive. 
Other military sources, however, dispute Shahaf's opinion about the Abu 
Akleh killing and say he's not in a position to know. 
But the IDF's own evidence is thin. An Israeli military official said that reports 
in real-time by a soldier involved in the Jenin firefight "point to a 
misidentification." 
Yet any retrospective assessment of such a situation can only be a matter of 
speculation. So why did Israel use this as the basis for strengthening its 
conclusion to a "high probability," thus taking a responsibility of which it could 
not be certain? Were the Israeli top brass buckling to US pressure? 
Whatever the truth of all this, there is no doubt that Abu Akleh was an 
inadvertent victim. There's also no doubt that the Biden administration's 
attitude to this incident has been disproportionate and malevolent. 
It's all of a piece with its broader attempts to force Israel to weaken its 
defenses against Palestinian aggression and its perplexing determination to 
empower Israel's enemies against it. 
In recent weeks, Israel was forced to loosen its restrictions on foreign entry to 
the disputed territories of Judea and Samaria following criticism from America 
and the European Union. 
For America's ambassador to Israel, Thomas Nides, this wasn't enough. He 
declared that he had "aggressively engaged" with Israel over these draft 
rules since February and would continue to press for them to be further 
loosened up in coordination with "key stakeholders," including the PA 
Yet Nides is not "aggressively engaged" with the PA over the rapidly rising 
radicalization and terrorist violence in the areas under its control. Instead, he 
is pressuring Israel to relax the restrictions it imposes purely to keep its 
citizens safe. 
America is not "aggressively engaged" with Iran over its terrorist proxies that 
are now taking over those Palestinian areas. On the contrary, it is bending 
every sinew to empower Iran through a deal that would funnel billions of 
dollars into Tehran to boost those terrorist activities. 
Stuffed with Obama retreads, the Biden administration has continued with 
that policy. Most Americans are unaware of the depths of this perfidy—
because Israel has chosen not to tell them. If the American public doesn't 
know, it won't create any political pressure to stop the administration from 
undermining its key ally in the Middle East. 
Silence has been a disaster. Israel must now protest loudly about America's 
Abu Akleh travesty and its appeasement of Iran. 
It is essential to inform the American public about what its own government is 
doing to weaken the defenses of both Israel and the west against the 
enemies of civilization—an evil being perpetrated in America's name.   



  

The joyous mitzvah of Bikkurim instructs the farmer to take the first of his fruits to the Temple and 

present them as a gift to the Kohein. There the farmer makes a declaration of gratitude for his 

bounty, recalling how G-d saved his ancestors from slavery in Egypt and brought the Jewish nation 

to the Temple and Land of Israel (Rashi 26:9).  

It is perplexing that the Torah mentions the Temple prior to the Land of Israel. The Jewish nation 

certainly entered the land much before they built the Temple.  

Based on the words of the Ha'amek Davar, we can offer the following: It is easy for a wealthy 

person to be enchanted with his prosperity and use it for his own self-indulgence and pleasure. 

The Torah, in this context of abundance, reminds us of the true purpose and meaning of blessing; 

it must be centered around the awareness of the singularity of the Jewish people and their national 

mission. The Temple, representing the spiritual aspects of the nation, therefore precedes the Land, 

which embodies the nation’s physical characteristics.  

This lesson is timely as we approach the new year and petition for blessings and favor for ourselves 

and our families. Setting our priorities firmly in place will be a merit for us to elicit all the prosperity 

and success for which we pray.  

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org 
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Defining Ourselves to Define Our Past 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

You shall take of every fruit of the ground… 

(26:2)  

The produce of the Shivas HaMinim are subject to 

the laws of Bikurim (Rashi).  

As most of the Shivas HaMinim grow from trees, 

why does the Torah reference them as “fruit of the 

ground”? 

 

Where is there a reference to the mitzvah of Tefillin 

in this week’s parsha? 

 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. You tie me. 

2. You bring me. 

3. You wave me. 

4. You save me. 

 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I divided the people. 

2. The bad for Evil. 

3. I had blessings. 

4. I had curses. 

 

 

 
#1 Shatnez (I am a mixture, Tzitzis overrides me, I apply to 

clothes, I am for the priestly garments.) 

#2 Eidim Zomemim/Conspiring witnesses (I am 

punished for planning, My retribution is usually my plan, I 

am sometimes whipped, I was in the wrong place at the 

wrong time.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 
Last week’s riddle:  

“When you will go out to war against your enemy…” (21:10) The final 

letters of these words in the Torah spell “Ohalecha”/ your tents (Chida).   

What is the Torah trying to teach us? 

Answer: That it is in the merit of the “tents” - the Batei Midrashim - 

that the battles are won (Makos 10a). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parashas Ki-Savo begins with the mitzvos of bikkurim, the bringing of the first-

ripened fruits to the Temple. In addition to the mitzvah of the bringing itself, there 

is an additional mitzvah to utter (in the presence of a kohen) a formal declaration 

of gratitude to Hashem for taking us out of Egypt and bringing us to the Land of 

Israel, beginning as follows: 

I declare today to Hashem, your G-d, that I have come to the Land that Hashem 

swore to our forefathers to give us. (26:3) 

The mishnah (Bikkurim 1:4) states: 

The convert [brings bikkurim but does not recite the declaration], since he cannot 

say: “that Hashem swore to our forefathers to give us.” ... When he prays privately, 

he says: “G-d of the fathers of Israel,” but when he is in the synagogue, he should 

say: “The G-d of your fathers.” ... 

The Talmud Yerushalmi, however, cites a dissenting opinion: 

It was stated in the name of R. Yehudah: The convert himself brings and makes 

the declaration. What is the reason? “For I made you the father of the multitude of 

Gentiles.” (Bereishis 17:5) In the past you were the father of Aram, from now onward 

you will be father of all Gentiles. R. Yehoshua b. Levi said, practice follows R. 

Yehudah. A case came before R. Abbahu and he instructed following R. Yehudah. 

Although Rabbeinu Tam (Tosafos Bava Basra 81a s.v. le-Mi’utei) rules in 

accordance with the mishnah, that a convert cannot refer to the Patriarchs as his 

forefathers, his colleague Ri, and Rambam, rule in accordance with R. Yehudah that 

he can. Rambam explains that the Patriarch Abraham is considered “the father of all 

those who enter under the shelter of the Divine presence” (Hilchos Bikkurim 4:3), 

and “the father of the whole world, for he taught them faith.” (commentary to the 

Mishnah ibid.) 

Rambam expands on this view at length in a responsum to R. Ovadia the Convert: 

You should recite everything normally, and not alter anything, but just as every 

(natural-born) citizen of Israel prays and recites blessings, so, too, is it appropriate 

for you to recite blessings and pray. ... (Shut. ha-Rambam [5720] #293) 

The halachah follows this view (Shulchan Aruch OC 53:19). 

 

A Historic Event with  
Harav Herschel Schachter שליט"א & Rishon L’Tzion Harav Shlomo Amar שליט"א 

Celebrating Limud Hatorah and SCP’s completion of Hilchos Tefillah! 
 

Save the Date! 
Wednesday Evening, Oct 26 

Baltimore, MD 

Open to the entire Silver Spring and 
Baltimore Community! 

 


	September 16 - 17, 2022 - 21 Elul 5782 - Parshas Ki Savo
	Light Candles by 6:56 - Havdalah 7:53
	Shabbos Schedule
	Minyan locations are B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall, LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House
	Friday Night:
	Shabbos Day:
	Divrei Torah/Shiurim:
	Friday Night:
	Shabbos Day:
	lulav-2022.pdf
	Slide Number 1




