Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts
August 12 - 13, 2022 - 16 Av 5782 - Parshas Vaeschanan/ Shabbos Nachamu
Light Candles by 7:48 - Havdalah 8:49
The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored for Shabbos Nachamu by Art Boyars in honor of his wife, Beverly Morris,
and by Fay Kasser & Family in memory of Fay’s father, Avraham Ben Yitzchok Tzvi HaKohain, Z”L,
on the 17th of Av.

Mazal Tov
•

•
•

•

•

Rachel & Rafi Cattan on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Noam. Mazal Tov to
Noam’s siblings, Arielle and Eitan, and to all of the extended family that are
here to celebrate the Bar Mitzvah.
Sara Silver on the Bar Mitzvah of her grandson Tani Kates, son of Eli &
Jacob Kates of Baltimore. Mazal Tov also to great-grandmother Vivian Silver.
Lew Sosnowik on the birth of a great-grandson, Adiv Moshe, born to parents
Esther & Brian Linder of Plainview, Long Island. Mazal Tov to grandparents
Fran & Michael Sosnowik and Susan Sosnowik.
Mindy & Shmuel Tolchinsky on the birth of a granddaughter, Devora, born
to Sarah & Zvi Tolchinsky of Cleveland, OH. Mazal Tov to Devora’s siblings,
to grandparents Miriam & Sheldon Feinstein, to great-grandparents Janet
Rottenberg and Yehuda Tolchinsky, and to all of the aunts, uncles, and
cousins.
Miriam & Jeff Zuckerman on the engagement of their son Eliezer to Rina
Breger, daughter of Elisheva & Kalman Breger of Spring Valley, NY.

Condolences
•

Rebbetzin Atara Rosenbaum on the passing of her mother, Sarah Braun.
The funeral took place on Sunday.

Shabbos Schedule
Minyan locations are listed as B = Belonofsky Sanctuary,
S = Social Hall, LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash
Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 7:48, and not before 6:40
• Mincha: 6:25 (Plag, S), 6:50 (B), 7:50 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (LBM), 8:30 (Sephardi, S)
The Sephardi Minyan will take place in the Social Hall in honor of the Bar
Mitzvah of Noam Cattan. The 9:15 Minyan will take place in the Beis
Medrash.
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:45 (B), 7:40 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends: 8:49
Divrei Torah/Shiurim:
• 8:45 Main Minyan
Rabbi Yonatan Gorin
• 9:15 Minyan
Rabbi Moshe Holzer
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur
Rabbi Binyamin Sanders
The Shiur will take place in front part of the Small Social Hall.
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura
Rabbi Moshe Holzer
• Shiur after Mincha
Rabbi Hillel Shaps
Kiddush Sponsors:
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by the Hashkamah Minyan
Group.
• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by Rachel & Rafi Cattan in honor of their
son Noam’s Bar Mitzvah.

COVID-19 Updates

• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID19 vaccine (16 years of age or older), but who chooses
to not be vaccinated may attend YISE Minyanim and
events with the following guidelines. Unvaccinated
individuals must remain masked at all times while in the
Shul building, including at Kiddushes and/or other
events containing food. Masks may not be removed to
eat or drink. Exceptions will be made for private
functions being held at the Shul, but that are not Shul
sponsored events.
• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should
not come to shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher,
chills, muscle aches, sore throat, severe cough,
headache, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue,
congestion or runny nose, or new loss of sense of taste
or smell. If you have tested positive for COVID, you
should follow the CDC guidelines.
• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for
children under 16.
• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE
building.
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health
and to return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In
protecting each other as we navigate this unfolding
situation, may we grow stronger as individuals and as a
community.

YISE Youth Announcements

Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, August 13, from 10:00
AM until Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in
the toddler room off the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years
(drop off) in the room behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years
will meet at Shomrai and walk over to the Yeshiva. There

will be NO Shabbos youth group for Boys ages 6-9 this
Shabbos, August 13 and next Shabbos August 20. The

other Shabbos groups will take place as usual. For more
information, contact Debbie Katz at dkatz@yise.org
Calling All Rising 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi
Rosenbaum is learning weekly with rising 5th and 6th grade
boys one hour before Mincha in the YISE Social Hall.
Bring your hard questions! Refreshments will be served.

The Shiur will NOT meet this Shabbos, August 13.

Parsha in the Park - Meet up with your buddies in the
park, hear some Parsha insights, and cool off with
delicious treats! 4:00 PM in the Kemp Mill Urban Park
(across from YISE) on August 13 and August 20. See

flyer for details.

YISE Programs and Listings
Welcome new members voted in last week at the latest board meeting: Dr. Jonathan Cottrell and Jules & Caren Szanton.
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and
Holidays by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos morning and will meet this week in the Large Beis
Medrash. The Shiur will be given by Rabbi Moshe Holzer this Shabbos.
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Binyamin Sanders will give the Gemara Shiur after the Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush, learning
Maseches Sanhedrin, in the front part of the Small Social Hall.

YISE Programs and Listings
(continued)
Seeing the Hand of Hashem…In History - Presented by the YISE Meaningful Tefilah Project. Next lecture with Mrs. Channah Cohen on Sunday,
August, 21, 10:30 AM in person at YISE and Zoom A. Please RSVP by Tuesday, August 16, to stuartrosenthal@yise.org with the number who will
attend in person, as a light brunch will be served after the presentation. Recordings at wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem See flyer for details.
High Holiday Mailing - The High Holiday mailing with information about seats, child care, Yizkor and Hashomer greetings has been sent to all
members. You can also go to www.yise.org for more information, including downloadable seat forms, online registration for child care and online
sponsorship of the Yizkor guide.
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a new series on the laws of Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at
the home of David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road, will resume on Tuesday, August 23. For questions or to join the WhatsApp
group contact Rabbi Postelnek at rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos See flyer for details.
Shabbos Groups Leader - Are you a teenage boy who wants to make a real difference? Be a Shabbos Groups leader. Lead Tefillah, Parsha and
games for boys ages 6 to 9. For more information, contact Esti Thurman at ethurman@gmail.com
Interested in starting a new 5th-6th grade girls Shabbos group this fall? YISE Youth is looking for a creative, mature older teen or adult to
create a Shabbos morning program for this important age group. This is a paid position. Please contact Debbie Katz at dkatz@yise.org to learn
more about this position or to apply.
Kiddush Volunteers Needed! As we return to a regular schedule of Kiddushes, volunteers are needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and
clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181.
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, has a current need at this time. Please sign to volunteer if you can. For
more information or if you need help signing up, please contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org

Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors
for this Past Week:
8:45 Minyan Dvar Torah
• For Shabbat Nachamu by Art Boyars in honor of his wife,
Beverly Morris.

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a
Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we
can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good
health arrives speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a
number of different remote learning options. These options are now
available for sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily basis.
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way
to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships
are also a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone,
while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other
sources of revenue are not available.
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship
at $18 (per day):
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha
Shiur
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and
Halacha Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group
for Women
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara
Shiur for Men
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday
Morning
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning
2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and
Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for
sponsorship at $54 each.
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each.
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your
support.

Weekday Shiurim
Options for in-person and remote learning are listed below. For the latest
list and times, go to:
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed by a 15minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday through Friday, 9:30 AM, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed by a 15minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:00 PM, Zoom A,
will resume on Monday, August 15.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual selfimprovement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A, will resume on Sunday,
August 21.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and Fridays,
6:00 AM, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, now
learning Mishlei, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning Sefer Shmuel,
Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.
• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - Sunday
mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:50 AM Shiurim, in the Social Hall, will
resume in Elul.
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays at
10:00 AM, Zoom C, will resume on Sunday, August 21.
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 8:15
PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps,
hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361, will resume in Elul.
• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM. Join the
fastest growing Halacha learning program in the world! Now back in
person at YISE. Register at gwckollel.org/scp
• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin, Sunday
through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco Beit Midrash.
• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social Hall, 9:00 PM 10:00 PM. For more information, contact Rabbi Levy 240-423-8810.
• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s Shiurim for
men & women, Mondays at 9:00 AM, studying Parashas Hashavua,
Zoom B.
• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 1:30
PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the Torah from a Deeper Perspective”,
is on summer break.
• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, learning
Maseches Bava Metzia. Wednesday evenings, 7:30 PM, will resume in
September.
Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting ID, or
call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password:
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
• In honor of Bev Morris, by her husband, Art Boyars, on their Shabbat Nachamu meet-aversary!

Community Programs & Listings
Condolences to Rabbi Marvin Goldman on the loss of his sister, Elkie Rosenwasser. The funeral took place on Sunday. Rabbi Goldman is
observing Shiva out of town and can be reached at 845-798-3181.
Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209.
The Capital Closet (formerly The Clothing Exchange) will be open to this community this Sunday, August 14, from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM.
Come peruse our beautiful, curated selection of clothing for men, women and children, as well as Torah School uniforms! Our address is 1910
University Blvd, West in Silver Spring. We're in the brick house at the back of the parking lot. There is no charge for items in The Capital Closet,
but donations to Yad Yehuda are always appreciated. We are unable to accept clothing donations at this time, with the exception of Torah School
uniforms in pristine condition. For more information contact: ncarmel@yadyehuda.org
Men’s Night Swim @ Parkland Pool - Monday evenings, 9:15 PM - 10:05 PM. August 15, 22, 29 and September 5. $10/swimmer, $7 if 2 or
more in a group.
Ashkenazi Jewish Genetic Diseases, Screening and Testing - A Sanofi Educational Program presented by Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington
on Wednesday, August 17, 8:30 PM, free on Zoom. RSVP to education@bikurcholimgw.org to receive the Zoom link.
Yahrzeit of Avi West - The family of Avi West, Z”L, is observing his Yahrzeit with a virtual Siyum Tanakh and memorial on Tuesday, August
23 at 10:00 AM. The Siyum will take place on Zoom, Meeting ID: 820 3484 8827, Passcode: 473695.
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - No meeting on August 17. Next meeting will take place on Wednesday, August 24, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM, in-person in
the YISE Social Hall. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more confident communicator. Contact Manasseh
Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash.
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM.
Mechanech.com is a tutoring platform based in Boca Raton Synagogue, matching tutors and parents of students in Jewish communities across the
US and Canada. They provide tutors in both Judaic and English subjects. For more info., email yonatan@mechanech.com or call 347-210-6584.
MitzvahCycle/MitzvahRun 2022 - Join Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington on Sunday, September 11, to bike, run or walk to support patients and their
loved ones in our community. Fun, food and family-friendly activities. Register at www.mitzvahcycle.org Email asiegel@bikurcholimgw.org for more info.
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392.
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week.
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments,
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info.
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM.
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva.
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.”
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com

The Week Ahead
Ashkenazi (S, B, B)

Sunday
August 14
6:30, 7:30, 8:45

Monday
August 15
6:15, 6:45, 8:45

Tuesday
August 16
6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Wednesday
August 17
6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Thursday
August 18
6:15, 6:45, 8:45

Friday
August 19
6:15, 6:55, 8:45

7:30

7:30
See Shabbos
schedule

Shacharis

Sephardi (LBM)

7:30

7:30

7:30

7:30

Mincha /
Maariv

Ashkenazi (B)

7:45

7:45

7:45

7:45

7:45

Sephardi (LBM)

7:40

7:40

7:40

7:40

7:40

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 4:59 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 5:30 AM, Latest Netz: 6:27 AM,
Latest Krias Shema: 9:46 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:47 PM, Earliest Shkia: 7:56 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 8:48 PM

Next Shabbos
August 19 - 20, 2022 - 23 Av 5782
Parshas Eikev/Mevorchim Hachodesh
Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 7:39, but not before 6:32
• Mincha: 6:15 (Plag, S), 6:40 (B), 7:40 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)

Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:35 (B), 7:30 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 8:39

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, August 17 at 12 Noon
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org
Office Phone: 301-593-4465 Office Fax: 301-593-2330
Eruv line: 301-593-5561 Email: office@yise.org
Website: www.yise.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM,
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Yale Ginsburg - President
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi Simi Franco - Office Manager

Seeing the Hand of Hashem...
In Nature
In History
In Our Own Lives
A lecture series presented by the Meaningful Tefilah Project
at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah.
Co-sponsored by Kemp Mill Synagogue

Seeing the Hand of Hashem in History
Sunday, August 21 at 10:30 a.m.
At Young Israel, 1132 Arcola Ave.,
followed by a free light brunch.
(Or view presentation over Zoom.)

Mrs. Channah Cohen, OU Applied Researcher; former JLIC Educator
From Av to Elul: Heroes Are Not Born in the Light
Lessons from the Fall of the Second Temple

Please RSVP to stuartrosenthal@yise.org
with the number staying for brunch.
(Sponsors welcome).
To view online, go to zoom.com
enter Zoom ID: 416-963-9000 | password: 492019
To register and receive reminders,
send your email address to stuartrosenthal@yise.org

Prior lectures on Seeing the Hand of Hashem
in Nature and History are now available at
wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem
To support this year-long series as a sponsor, send your check ($36, $72, $180) made out to YISE
(memo: Meaningful Tefilah) to: YISE, 1132 Arcola Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20902

JOIN YISE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

WITH RABBI POSTELNEK

Learn the background & practical laws that
we encounter every week in our own homes!

Tuesdays
8:15 - 9:00PM
Starting July 5th
At the home of David and Tamara Goodman

11611 Kemp Mill Rd

Likutei Divrei Torah
Gleanings of Divrei Torah on Parashat Hashavuah
via the Internet
Volume 28, Issue 44

Sponsored by Gilla & Harold Saltzman
in memory of Gilla’s father,
 ז’ל, טוביה בן אברהם יעקב- Rabbi Tobias Rothenberg, z”l
whose Yahrzeit is 15th of Av

Shabbat Parashat Vaetchanan

Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l
The Infinite Game - The popular author and TED
lecturer Simon Sinek recently published a book
entitled The Infinite Game. Based on the distinction
first articulated by James P. Carse, it is about the
difference between two types of enterprise. One, a
finite game, has a starting and ending point. It obeys
rules, recognises boundaries, and has winners and
losers. Most sports are like this. So, often, is politics:
there are campaigns, elections, rules and regulations,
successful and defeated candidates. Businesses can
be run this way, when they focus on quarterly
profits, share price, market share and the like.
But there are also infinite games. These have no
starting point or finishing line, no clear winners and
losers, no agreed rules or boundaries. Art is like this.
So are music and literature. Beethoven didn’t win.
Bach didn’t lose. Great artists change the rules. That
is what Beethoven, Schoenberg and Stravinsky did;
so too did Van Gogh, Cézanne and Picasso. Politics
can be like this when it rises above opinion polls and
sets its vision on larger issues of justice, equality and
the moral health of society. Education is a finite
game when it focuses on exam results and
qualifications, or it can be an infinite game when it is
about breadth and depth of understanding and
character development.
Finite games are played to win. Infinite games are
played for their own sake. Finite games are usually
performed in front of an audience of some kind.
Infinite games are participative. We engage in them
because we are changed by them. Van Gogh did not
need to sell paintings to regard art as worthwhile.
Beethoven was not seeking popularity when he
wrote his late sonatas and quartets. James Joyce was
not aiming at a bestseller when he wrote Ulysses.
Infinite games are not a means to an end: winning
the championship, beating the market, victory in an
election. Instead they are what psychologists call
autotelic, that is, they contain their purpose within
themselves. We do them because the activity is
inherently creative, demanding, uplifting and
ennobling.
It should be clear by now that these are not simply
two types of game. They are two different ways of
playing a game. If, in any country at any time,
politics is treated as a finite game in which all that
matters are popularity ratings and election results,
then it quickly becomes superficial, trivial,
uninspiring. The quality of leadership declines. The
public becomes cynical and disillusioned. Trust is
eroded and the social bond becomes frayed. When
politics is lifted by a sense of history and destiny on
the part its leaders, when it becomes not the pursuit
of power but a form of service-to-others and social
responsibility, when it is driven by high ideals and
ethical aspiration, then leadership becomes
statesmanship and politics itself a noble calling.
This is not to denigrate finite games. We need them,
because in many spheres of life we need rules,
boundaries and time limits. But we must also have
space for infinite games because they are among the
highest expressions of the human spirit.
These reflections are prompted by two verses in
today’s parsha: Be sure to keep the commandments,
decrees, and laws that the Lord your God has
enjoined upon you. Do what is right and good in the
sight of the Lord…
The problem here is that the first verse seems to
cover all 613 of the Torah’s mitzvot. They are

commandments, decrees or laws. Why then does the
Torah add, “Do what is right and good in the sight of
the Lord”? Surely doing what is right and good is no
more and no less than keeping God’s commands,
decrees and laws. Are these not two ways of saying
the same thing?
However, as the Talmud explains: “And you shall
do that which is right and good in the eyes of the
Lord” means that one should not perform an action
that is not right and good, even if they are legally
entitled to do so. This is the basis of an important
law in Judaism, dina debar metzra, “the law of the
adjoining property.” When a landowner comes to sell
a tract of land, the owner of the adjacent land has the
right to buy it. If it is sold to someone else, the buyer
must return the land to the neighbour who then
reimburses them for the price they paid for it.
This law is not about land ownership as such. In
general, a landowner has the right to sell to
whomever they choose. It is about doing “the right
and the good” – what people sometimes call
menschlichkeit. To the neighbour, the purchase of
the land is an immense good. They can expand
without dissipating their landholdings in different
locations. To the outsider, losing this purchase is not
a significant loss because they can acquire other
fields elsewhere. The law of bar metzra departs from
the usual principles of law in order to achieve a
moral end: helping one’s neighbour.
Rashi, basing himself on this Talmudic passage ,
says that doing the right and good in the eyes of the
Lord means “compromise, acting beyond the strict
demands of the law.” Ramban agrees with this but
goes on to make a fascinating and fundamental
point: And the intention of this is that from the
beginning God said to keep God's commandments,
testimonies, and laws as God has commanded them.
And now, it says: even regarding what God did not
command, pay attention to do what is good and right
in God's eyes, because God loves goodness and
righteousness. This is important because it is
impossible to mention in the Torah all the details of
people’s behaviour with neighbours and friends, or
business conduct or local ordinances. The Torah
mentions many such laws, such as: "Do not gossip",
"You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge",
"You shall not stand idly by the blood of your
neighbour", “You shall not insult the deaf", "You
shall rise before the aged", and so on. Now it states
generally that one should do what is good and right
regarding everything, including compromise and
acting beyond the strict demands of the law.
Ramban seems to be concurring with Rashi, but
actually he is making a somewhat different point.
Rashi is saying: keep the law and go beyond it.
Ramban is saying that there are some things that
cannot be specified by law: “because it is impossible
to mention in the Torah all the details of people’s
behaviour.” The Torah gives us specific examples:
don’t gossip, don’t take revenge and so on. But the
rest depends on the situation, the circumstances, and
the person or people you are dealing with.
In the terms we encountered at the beginning of this
essay: not all the Torah is a finite game. Much of it
is. There are rules, commands, decrees and laws.
There is the halachah. There are boundaries: milk,
meat, public domain, private domain. There are
beginnings and endings: the earliest time to say the
morning Shema and the latest time. There are
successes and defeats: either one does or doesn’t
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complete the counting of the Omer. All of this is
finite even though it is dedicated to the One-who-isInfinite.
Ramban’s point however is that there are
significant areas of the moral life that cannot be
reduced to rules. That is because rules deal in
generalities, and human lives are particular. We are
all different. So is every situation in which we find
ourselves. Good people know when to speak, when
to be silent, when to praise, when to challenge. They
hear the unspoken word, sense the concealed pain,
focus on the other person rather than on themselves,
and are guided by a deeply internalised moral sense
that leads them instinctively away from anything less
than the right and the good. The “right and the good
in the sight of the Lord” is about the part of the
moral life that is an infinite game.
There is a fine account of such a person in Psalm
15: “One whose walk is blameless, who does what is
righteous, who speaks the truth from their heart…
who does no wrong to a neighbour, and casts no slur
on others;… who keeps an oath even when it hurts,
and does not change their mind… Whoever does
these things will never be shaken.”
I believe that we make a fundamental error when
we think that all we need to know and keep are the
rules governing interactions bein adam le-chavero,
between us and our fellows. The rules are essential
but also incomplete. We need to develop a
conscience that does not permit us to wrong, harm or
hurt someone even if the rules permit us to do so.The
moral life is an infinite game which cannot be
reduced to rules. We need to learn and internalise a
sense of “the right and the good.”
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
“And we dwelt in the valley, opposite the Temple of
Peor” The contents of the final book of the
Pentateuch, Deuteronomy, are almost sandwiched
between two curious references to a detestable idol:
Baal Peor. At the conclusion of the first part of
Moses’ farewell speech to the Israelites, the text
informs us that when Moses relinquished the baton
of Jewish leadership to Joshua, “the Israelites had
settled in the valley, opposite the Temple of Peor”.
Then at the closing of the book, in a poignant
passage summarizing Moses’s life, the text reads:
“And He [God] buried [Moses] in the valley in the
Land of Moab opposite the Temple of Peor; no
human being knows his burial place until this day”.
Is it not strange that the only real landmark by
which to identify Moses’s grave is “opposite the
Temple of Peor”? What makes these references
especially startling is the disgusting manner in which
this idol was served: by defecating in front of it!
What kind of idolatry is this? And what type of
repulsive individuals would it be likely to attract?
Furthermore, the Sages of the Talmud suggest that
when Balaam advised the Moabites on how to
vanquish the Israelites, he suggested that they bring
Moabite women to entice the Israelites and then
assimilate them into their culture. In effect, Balaam
was explaining that, although no external soothsayer
or prophet could get the Almighty to curse Israel, the
Israelites could in fact curse themselves out of
existence through sexual licentiousness with gentile
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women. And so, “the Israelites dwelt in Shittim, and
began to engage in harlotry with the daughters of
Moab” – but God was not angry at them. It was only
when “they became attached to Baal Peor that the
wrath of God flared up against them”. Sexual
immorality led to idolatrous worship of Peor – and it
was this idolatry that would ultimately ruin Israel.
What is it about Peor that is not only abominable
but also so dangerous? Balaam’s advice causes the
Israelites to degenerate to lower and lower depths
and the sexual debauchery becomes interchanged
and intermingled with the worship and joining
“together” with Peor. At this point, God tells Moses
to take all the leaders of the nation and to slay them
under the rays of the sun; but no sooner does Moses
give this command than an Israelite (Zimri ben
Salou, a prince of the tribe of Simeon) cohabits
(joins together with) the Midianite princess Cosbi
bat Zur – a flagrant and disgustingly public act of
rebellion against Moses, his teaching and his
authority. It appears as though Jewish history was
about to conclude even before it had a chance to
begin – when Phinehas steps in and saves the day.
Phinehas seems to have been the antidote to
Balaam, who, as we know from our text, was the son
of Beor, strikingly similar to Peor (and in Semitic
languages “b” and “p” can be interchangeable). It
clearly emerges from the Talmudic discussion that
Peor is the nadir – the lowest depth – of idolatrous
practice. Is defecating before an idol the worst
expression of idolatrous behavior?
The first two chapters of the Book of Genesis begin
with two stories of the creation of the human being.
Rav Soloveitchik describes these as two ways of
looking at human personality: the first he calls homo
natura, natural man, the human being as an
inextricable part of the physical and animal world.
This is mechanistic man, scientifically
predetermined and pre-programmed, devoid of
freedom and so (ironically) freed from responsibility.
The second aspect of the human personality is
introduced in the second chapter of Genesis with
God’s breathing the breath of life, a portion of His
very essential self (as it were), His soul, into the clay
body He has just formed. This results in homo
persona, a vitalistic and free human being,
responsible for his actions and charged with the
obligation to perfect, or complete, God’s imperfect
and incomplete world.
And God created homo persona! Homo persona is
given the command to refrain from eating the
forbidden fruit, to control his physical drives and
impulses, to recreate himself as well as the world
around him.
Peor says that man must give back to God his
animal and physical excretions, that man cannot be
expected to rise above his nature and become God’s
partner. Moses taught, on the other hand, that man
can and must enable, uplift and sanctify his material
being until he can truly see himself as “only a little
lower than God, crowned with honor and glory.”
Moses and Phinehas are the antithesis of Balaam
and Peor, and so Moses is buried opposite Peor.
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb
"What, Me? Worry?!” - I am a worrier. My friends
and family tease me about it. I sometimes worry
about personal matters, and sometimes about
professional concerns. More often, I worry about
things that are going on in the community or in the
world. I worry about the economy, and I worry
about Iran's development of nuclear weapons.
Because of my background in psychology, I
sometimes compare my worrying to the thoughts of
patients who suffer from obsessive compulsive
disorder. Like them, I sometimes have one worry on
my mind and can think of nothing else. But I long
ago decided that my worrying, though it may seem

obsessive, is far from an indication of mental illness.
Many people worry.
It is only very recently that I came to consider the
possibility that, although my worrying was not a sign
of a psychological disorder, it might be a sign of a
theological disorder, a spiritual fault.
What prompted that consideration was a passage in
the writings of Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, the
late 19th century head of the Yeshiva of Volozhin. In
the introduction to his commentary on Deuteronomy,
Rabbi Berlin, or the Netziv, as he is known, makes a
remarkable statement: "Reading carefully the words
of instruction contained in this book, Deuteronomy,
words which were divinely inspired and uttered by
Moses our teacher, each person will find 'milk and
honey’ in accordance with his spiritual level...
Therefore, each person should read it
contemplatively, according to his ability, and he will
find a straight path upon which to walk… So let this
book be a source of illumination for one's life
journey…"
I decided to heed the Netziv's counsel in reading
Parshat Va’etchanan, But I immediately found
myself facing a dilemma. Among the many themes
and topics in this week's Torah portion are some
strong words prohibiting idolatry. "Do not act
wickedly and make yourself a sculptured image in
any likeness whatever... You must not be lured into
bowing down to them or serving them." How does
this apply to me? What "milk and honey" can I find
in proscriptions against idol worship? When was I
last tempted to make for myself a graven image, or
to bow down to the sun or moon or stars?
The only answer I can find to resolve this dilemma
is to profoundly redefine the meaning of the
prohibition against idolatry for our day and age.
Idolatry in ancient times was a process by which
primitive men identified a single object to worship.
They turned away from the vastness of the universe
and its complexity and isolated either a heavenly
body or some artifact of their own making, and came
to believe that it, and only it, was worthy of their
adulation. They became fixated upon a small fraction
of reality. They became obsessed with one thing, and
that thing was far from representative of the whole
picture.
In more modern times, the process of idolatry took
a different turn. Instead of fixating upon an object,
human beings fixated upon an ideology. They came
to believe that the vastness of the universe could be
reduced to a set of ideas. Those ideas included the
Enlightenment, nationalism, scientism, socialism,
fascism, and communism. Those are but several of
the idolatries of more recent history.
What they all have in common is a fixation or
obsession with one set of ideas, as if that is all there
is to life. That is where my nasty habit of worrying
comes into play. The worrier becomes consumed
with one fear, which may be trivial or may be
monumental, but which is only a small part of the
totality of existence.
When worrying is conceived of in this manner, it
becomes apparent that worrying itself may be a form
of idolatry. When one is consumed by worry, the
person is limiting his or her attention to one idea, or
fear, or concern. Such individuals are ignoring the
fact that there is a big world out there with a lot
going on. They are certainly forgetting all the
positive blessings that probably surround them.
Admittedly, this is a novel interpretation of idolatry,
but it is one that fits our modern circumstances much
better than sun worship or offering animal sacrifices
to a totem.
This redefinition allows for a deeper understanding
of another passage in this week's Torah portion, the
Shema. "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord
is One". Only the Lord is One, because only He is
all-encompassing. Nothing else is One in that sense
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– not the sun or moon, and not the currently popular
ideology. They are all but parts of the greater whole.
Only of God is it said, "He is the place of the
world, and the world is not His place." He contains
the world; the world does not contain Him.
This is the real meaning of monotheism. Not that
there is one God, but that God is One. Only He is big
enough, complete enough, total enough, to be
worshipped. Everything else is partial, fragmentary,
and fractional. Everything else, including our
worries, are mere idols which do not deserve the
devotion we give them.
Perhaps the cynical Alfred E. Neumann of the
comic books of my childhood was making a
profound theological statement when he said, "What,
me? Worry?!"
Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel
Encyclopedia of Jewish Values
Importance of Respecting One's Parents Respecting one's parents is a bedrock of Judaism.
According to the Jerusalem Talmud, it is even more
important than respecting the Almighty Himself. The
Midrash also demonstrates how important and
unique this particular Mitzvah-commandment is. In
regard to the observance of all other commandments,
God will sometimes deny reward for a Mitzvah to a
wicked person, if his or her overall conduct is
unworthy. However, a very wicked person who
honors his parents will always receive his reward.
Thus Esau, who, despite his terrible wickedness,
dutifully honored his father Isaac, was generously
rewarded.
In addition to its importance, Judaism recognizes
how difficult it is to honor one's parents and to
perform this particular Mitzvah, calling it the most
difficult Mitzvah of all. Perhaps that is why
regarding honoring parents, it is only one of two
places stated in the Torah that promises a specific
reward for its performance -- a long and good life –
in our Parsha. Rabbi Yossi expands the Torah's
words and states that for the performance of this one
Mitzvah, a person will not only have his or her life
lengthened but will also inherit the Land of Israel.
Unlike all other commandments, the Code of Jewish
law uses the phrase "be very careful and diligent" in
fulfilling this particular commandment of honoring
one's parents, echoing the same words of Rabbi
Judah in the Talmud. The Midrash states that a
person's father is like his king, implying that the
respect for a parent should be no less than the respect
of a king. It is quite clear, then, that observance of
this Mitzvah stands out in its particular importance.
Why is Respect for Parents so Important? - Sefer
HaChinuch explains that the basis of respect for
parents is the fundamental concept in Judaism called
Hakarat Hatov, acknowledging goodness that
someone did for you, that you could not do yourself.
It is an easily understood idea and accepted concept
that if one person saves another person's life, that the
saved person will and should be eternally grateful
and thankful to the saver. How much more grateful
should every child be to parents who gave that child
life to begin with? It is certainly no less than saving
a life that already exists. And, yet, unfortunately,
most children do not acknowledge or feel the same
emotion of indebtedness to parents than an
individual feels to anyone who saves his or her life.
Judaism encourages a person to try to experience,
through fulfilling the Mitzvah-commandment of
respecting and honoring one's parents, which feeling
of gratitude for giving the great gift of life.
That is why it is the obligation of a child to sit
Shiva and fully mourn a parent who died, even if the
child never met that parent or even if the parent was
evil and not very nice to the child. The gift of life
itself merits a sense of indebtedness, regardless of
other considerations. [Excerpt]
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This Shabbat, and in the weeks that follow, we read the
“Shiv’ah D’nechemta” / “Seven [Haftarot] of Consolation.” These
selections from the Book of Yeshayah console us after Tisha B’Av
by speaking of the ultimate redemption.
But why? asks R’ Mordechai Menashe Zilber shlita (Toldos
Yehuda - Stutchiner Rebbe in Brooklyn, N.Y.). Why is consolation
appropriate when Mashiach still has not come? Perhaps we should
mourn even more when Tisha B’Av ends and we have not yet been
redeemed!
He explains: On Tisha B’Av, we are not mourning for what was,
for a world that existed and is no longer. Rather, on Tisha B’Av, we
are pining for a world that is yet to come. Indeed, R’ Zilber writes,
if one were to sink into despair on Tisha B’Av over the losses of the
past, it would border on heresy, for it would imply that he does
not believe in the ultimate redemption. [This idea is supported by
the fact that many of the Kinnot end on an “upbeat” note,
expressing our hope and confidence for the future.]
Our Sages say that Mashiach was born on Tisha B’Av. This
means, R’ Zilber continues, that a “spark” of redemption is
awakened in every person on Tisha B’Av. As a result, every person
can leave Tisha B’Av a new, changed person--one who is closer to
what we need to be to merit the ultimate redemption.
The Gemara (Bava Batra 60b) teaches: “One who mourns for
Yerushalayim will merit to see its joy.” R’ Shlomo Hakohen
Rabinowitz z”l (rabbi and Chassidic Rebbe of Radomsko, Poland;
died 1866) writes that this is not speaking of joy at some time in
the distant future. Rather, one who properly mourns for
Yerushalayim will immediately experience the joy of the
approaching redemption. Thus, concludes R’ Zilber, consolation is
in order now. (Kuntreis Divrei Torah: Bein Ha’meitzarim p.55)

Shemittah
Midrash Mechilta considers--and ultimately rejects--the possibility that
Shabbat--the Sabbath Day--need not be observed during the Shemittah--the
Sabbath Year. Though the Midrash rejects this idea, the fact that it could even
be entertained hints at significant connections between Shabbat and
Shemittah. In this space, we are exploring those connections.
It is a nearly universal custom among the Jewish people to recite
Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday night, consisting of Psalms 95-99, 29, 92, and
93, and the 16th century poem, Lecha Dodi. It is notable, writes R’ Zvi Yisrael
Thau shlita (founder of Yeshivat Har Ha’mor in Yerushalayim), that
Kabbalat Shabbat is much more about anticipating the ultimate
redemption than it is about Shabbat. Why is the ultimate redemption our
focus as Shabbat begins?
R’ Thau explains: R’ Avraham Yitzchak Hakoken Kook z”l (1865-1935;
first Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi of Eretz Yisrael) writes that a Jew’s Neshamah/
soul is inherently holy, but that that holiness is subdued and concealed by
the material pursuits, the “rat race,” and competition that characterize the
workweek. There are two ways that the workweek impedes the soul’s
holiness from revealing itself, R’ Kook writes: First, it causes man to forget
that the world of the Neshamah, not the material world, is the “real world,”
the world for which we were created. Second, it causes man to think that
the Neshamah is not even relevant to this world, that it has nothing to offer
the material world; rather, the workweek makes us think, the holiness of
the Neshamah is merely a concept that exists in some utopian fantasy.
Therefore, R’ Kook writes, we were given Shabbat as a time when the
distractions of the workweek are stripped away and the Neshamah can
shine. We are meant to take away from Shabbat a recognition of what is the
“real world,” and to have that knowledge impact our workweek. (R’ Kook
adds that the “reality check” that Shabbat offers the individual once every
seven days, is given to the entire nation by the Shemittah once every seven
years.) – Continued in box inside –
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“You shall love Hashem, your Elokim, with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your resources.” (6:5)
R’ Dov Kook shlita (Teveryah, Israel) writes: When a person loves something,
he does not feel that he is losing out by giving up other things to obtain what he
loves. If his love for something is great enough, he will give up everything he has
in order to get it. In this verse, the Torah is teaching us how much we should love
Hashem--so much that we gladly would give up our hearts (i.e., everything else
that we love), our souls (i.e., our lives), and all our resources (i.e., our money).
R’ Kook continues: Why does a person love money? Because he attaches
importance to this world, and money allows him to realize his this-worldly goals.
People do not feel bad when they have to spend money on what they love. Yet,
when they have to spend money on serving Hashem, they feel as if something has
been taken from them. Our obligation, this verse teaches, is to change that
balance--to love Hashem more than we love money and the things it buys.
The same thing applies to “Mesirut Nefesh” / giving one’s soul, either literally
or figuratively (i.e., by going out of his comfort zone for a Mitzvah). Man naturally
loves life in this world more than he loves Hashem. Thus, if he has to give up his
life, or even a physical comfort, to serve Hashem, he views it as a loss. Yet, people
generally do not object to giving up something they love for their children’s sake.
We see, therefore, that whether or not one views a tradeoff as a difficult
“sacrifice” depends on what one loves more. This verse is instructing us to love
Hashem more than we love what this world has to offer.
(It’aluta p.19-21)
In the quoted verse, the word “heart” (in the phrase, “With all your heart”)
is written “Levavcha” (“
”), instead of the simpler “Libcha” (“
”). The
Mishnah (Berachot 9:5) states that the doubled letter “Bet” is hinting: “Love
Hashem with both your inclinations--your Yetzer Ha’tov / good inclination and
your Yetzer Ha’ra / evil inclination.”
R’ Natan Adler (1741-1800; Frankfurt, Germany) wrote in his copy of the
Mishnah: “See Shemonah Perakim, chapter 6.”
R’ Zvi Binyamin Auerbach z”l (1808-1872; rabbi of Halberstadt, Germany)
explains: Philosophers debated whether it is better to be tempted to sin, and then
to overcome that temptation, or to be above all temptation. In his work
Shemonah Perakim, R’ Moshe ben Maimon z”l (Rambam; 1135-1204; Spain and
Egypt) suggests a middle position: If the sin is one that man would not know
logically (e.g., eating non-kosher food), it is better to be tempted to sin, and to
overcome that temptation. However, if the sin is one that society abhors (e.g.,
murder, theft), it is better not to be tempted at all.
Accordingly, R’ Auerbach writes, we can understand our verse, the Mishnah,
and R’ Adler’s marginal note as follows: “You shall love Hashem, your Elokim,
with all your heart . . .” When your good inclination tells you that something
obviously is a sin, do not refrain from sinning because it seems wrong to you.
Rather, refrain from sinning because you love Hashem, Who commanded you to
refrain. When your evil inclination tempts you to violate a law that seems
illogical, also refrain from sinning because you love Hashem. (Cheil Ha’tzava)
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“I implored Hashem at that time, saying, ‘. . . Let me now cross and
see the good Land that is on the other side of the Jordan, this good
mountain and the Lebanon’.” (3:23-25)
R’ Avraham Saba z”l (1440-1508; Spain and Italy) writes: At the end of
last week’s Parashah, Moshe commanded his designated successor,
Yehoshua, regarding conquering Eretz Yisrael. Seemingly, Moshe was
acknowledging that he would not enter the Land. Nevertheless, Moshe
prayed that he be allowed to enter Eretz Yisrael in fulfillment of the
teaching of the Gemara (Berachot 10b), “Even if one has a sharp sword
against his throat, he should not hold himself back from praying.”
(Tzror Ha’mor)
“Honor your father and your mother, as Hashem, your Elokim,
commanded you, so that your days will be lengthened and so that it
will be good for you, upon the land that Hashem, your Elokim, gives
you.” (5:16)
R’ Moshe Yitzchak Ashkenazi z”l (1821-1898; Trieste, Italy) writes:
This Mitzvah is the foundation of a civilized society. Therefore, the
promised reward is that “your days will be lengthened . . . upon the land
that Hashem, your Elokim, gives you.” This is not referring to long life for
the individual, but rather long-term existence for the Jewish Nation on its
Land. Of course, R’ Ashkenazi writes, a person who honors his parents may
be rewarded with long life so that, Middah-K’negged-Middah, he can enjoy
the same pleasure from his descendants that he gave to his parents.
However, we see that it does not always work out that way, so the verse
must have another meaning as well. Indeed, the primary purpose for which
this Mitzvah was included among the Ten Commandments is to teach us
that a nation cannot endure without Mussar / a solid ethical grounding, and
the foundation of all Mussar is honoring parents.
(Simchat Ha’regel: Drush 6)
– Continued from back page –
Armed with this understanding of Shabbat, R’ Thau continues, we
recognize that Shabbat is closely related to anticipating the ultimate
redemption--when the entire world will recognize that the purpose of
existence was not to amass wealth, but rather to reveal Hashem’s Glory.
At the time of the ultimate redemption, we will look back at history and
see how every event was another step or phase toward the ultimate
revelation of Hashem; nothing that happened during the “workweek” of
history happened by chance. Thus, the ultimate redemption is a very
appropriate theme for the prayers with which we usher in Shabbat.
(V’shavtah Ha’Aretz p.67)

To provide greater exposure to primary Israeli news sources and opinions in order to become better informed on the issues,
and to gain a better understanding of the wide range of perspectives that exist in Israeli society and politics.

Issue 1321 • August 12, 2022 • 15 Av 5782
KAN POLL (i24News 8/9/22)
Likud
Yesh Atid
Blue and White/New Hope
Shas
Yamina
Labor
United Torah Judaism
Yisrael Beiteinu
Religious Zionist
Joint List
Meretz
Ra’am

Current Knesset
29
17
14
9
7
7
7
7
7
6
6
4

6/7
35
20
8
8
6
7
7
5
10
6
4
4

7/11
34
23
14
8
0
5
7
5
10
6
4
4

8/8
33
23
12
8
0
5
7
6
11
6
5
4

front of the house and several kids close to the house." Only on the fourth
attempt, at 9:01pm, after making sure there were no children in the area, the
IDF carried out the strike.
Mansour was among senior Islamic Jihad officials planning attacks against
Israelis in the past week, and was responsible for hundreds of rocket
launches throughout the last few years. He was involved in many terror
attacks, including the killing of IDF soldier Eliraz Peretz in 2010.
ISLAMIC JIHAD TRIED TO LAUNCH DRONE TOWARD TAMAR GAS RIG
- ISRAELI ARMY (i24News 8/9/22)
Israel's military revealed on Tuesday that Gaza's Palestinian Islamic Jihad
(PIJ) was involved in a failed attempt to launch a drone toward the Tamar
gas rig during this past weekend's 'Operation "Breaking Dawn."'
The terrorist group's unsuccessful launch of an unmanned aircraft from Gaza
prompted Israel's army to step up its efforts to protect the platform located 14
miles off the coast of Ashkelon in southern Israel.
During the 11-day conflict with Hamas in May 2021, the terrorist rulers of the
Gaza Strip fired dozens of rockets toward Tamar, missing the intended
target, which is protected by Israel's Iron Dome missile defense system.
According to Israeli military estimates, the PIJ launched around 1,175 rockets
from the Palestinian coastal enclave at Israel during the three days of conflict
that ended late Sunday night with an Egyptian-brokered ceasefire.
About 200 failed launches landed in the Gaza Strip. Two of the failed
launches resulted in the deaths of about 11 people, including seven children.

MEET THE REAL WINNERS FROM THE IDF'S LATEST OPERATION:
RAFAEL AND IAI (JPost 8/10/22)
The government companies Rafael and Elta, a subsidiary of Israel
Aerospace Industries, are the main beneficiaries of the extraordinary success
of the Iron Dome interception system after Operation Breaking Dawn. Rafael
developed the interception technique and Elta developed the radar system.
Amir Peretz, who as defense minister gave an extraordinary boost to the
development of the system, is the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Israel Aerospace Industries.
According to the data published as part of the recent Operation Breaking
Dawn, the Iron Dome managed to intercept 96% of the rockets launched at RIGHT-WING VOTERS ARE MORE CONFIDENT WITH THEIR VOTE
Israel by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad.
(Arutz-7 8/9/22)
This number doesn’t include the rockets that, according to radar data, were The Viterbi Center for Public Opinion and Policy Research of The Israel
known in advance to fall in uninhabited areas.
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IDF RELEASES FOOTAGE OF GAZA STRIKE BEING CALLED OFF
OVER CIVILIANS (YNet 8/8/22)
The Israeli military on Sunday released footage of its troops calling off the
attack in Gaza in the recent round of cross-border fighting in order to avoid
harming uninvolved civilians nearby.
The attack in question was set to target Islamic Jihad's southern command
chief Khaled Mansour, who was killed Saturday night, but being postponed
initially after the IDF noticed civilian pretense in the area.
According to the IDF, "during the elimination of Khaled Mansour, children
were identified on site of the attack and hence it was postponed several
times. Later on, when the children were not present in the area, the attack
was carried out successfully."
In footage released by the IDF Spokesperson's Unit, voices of soldiers can
be heard saying: "I saw kids in the trees running around, cancel the attack."
This recurred twice afterwards: "There are still kids in the garden that is in
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Democracy Institute published the results of its "Israeli Voice Index" survey.
According to the results, right-wing voters are more confident that they will
vote for the same parties as they did in the past.
While three quarters (75%) of those who in the last election voted for one of
the parties that now make up the opposition said that they will vote for the
same party again and an additional 9% stated that they will vote for a
different party from the same block, among those who voted for the coalition
parties less than half (45%) said that they will vote for the same party with
another 15% saying they'll vote for a different party in the block.
The only party that stood out was Yair Lapid's Yesh Atid party with 72% of
past voters saying that they will make that decision again.
9% of those who voted for the parties of the outgoing coalition said that they
will now vote for the parties of the outgoing opposition (mostly those who
voted for Yamina in the previous elections, the survey was conducted before
the foundation of the "Zionist Spirit" party), but less that one percent of those
who voted for the opposition parties said that they will switch sides in the
coming elections.
Currently, about half (49%) of those surveyed said that they will vote for the
same party for which they voted in the last election, and no less than a fifth
(20%) said that they have not yet decided on which party they will vote for.
About another 10% will vote for a different party, but one that was on the
same side of the aisle as the party that they voted for last year.
Regarding the number of undecided voters, there is a large difference
between the two blocks: a quarter of the block that made up the coalition has
not yet decided who to vote for in the upcoming elections, as opposed to only
12% of the opposition block.
One out of five (21%) Arabs who voted last year said that they do not intend
on voting this time, while among Jewish voters that number is only 2%.
Why do the voters vote the way they do? The main reason that the general
public votes for a specific party are the party's position on the economy and
the cost of living (44%). Second in importance is the identity of the party's
head (24%). This order of priorities pertains to all three of the political camps,
including the Arabs. Only 11% of those asked said that foreign affairs and
defense are the deciding factors for the way they will vote. When split up by
religious affiliation, the main deciding factor among haredi and religious
voters are matters of religion and the state (haredi: 52%, religious: 33%).
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from leaving the country during wartime.
Meanwhile, the Central Bureau of Statistics also published immigration data
for 2021, during which 25,497 people made Aliyah, a 29.6% increase
compared with 2020.
According to data, the lion's share of last year's immigration arrived from
Russia (7,640 Olim, constituting 30% of total immigration), followed by
France (3,594, 14.1%), the United States, (3,480, 13.6%), Ukraine (3,059,
12%), and Belarus (1,014, 4%).

ISRAEL, TURKEY PLANNING FIRST ECONOMIC SUMMIT IN 13 YEARS
(Israel Hayom 8/9/22)
Economy and Industry Minister Orna Barbivai has decided to reinstate the
role of an Israeli economic attaché to Turkey, and on Monday named Matan
Safran for the role.
Most recently, Safran served as advisor to director-general of the Economy
and Industry Ministry Dr. Ron Malka. From 2014-2018 he was Israel's chief
economic attaché to Romania.
Turkey is Israel's fourth-most important economic partner and in 2021 was
Israel's fifth-largest export destination. Since May 1, 1997, Israel and Turkey
have enjoyed a free trade agreement and have held four joint economic
summits. The last summit took place in Jerusalem in the summer of 2009,
and the fifth one is expected to be held this coming autumn.
According to the Economy and Industry Ministry's Foreign Trade
Administration, bilateral trade of goods and services between Israel and
Turkey amounted to $7.7 billion in 2021. In that year, Israel exported $1.9
billion worth of goods to Turkey – mainly chemicals, base metals, and rubber
and plastic. Israel's main imports from Turkey include base metals,
machinery and electronic and mechanical parts, transportation components,
and fresh agricultural produce.
"Turkey is an important country for Israel in terms of both politics and
economics," Barbivai said Monday.
"Renewing the activity of the economic attaché has the potential to make a
major contribution to the growth of both countries' economies. I welcome the
appointment and wish Matan success," Barbivai said.
Director of the Foreign Trade Administration Ohad Cohen said, "The
appointment is part of a series of tools that the Foreign Trade Administration
… is promoting to upgrade economic activity between Israel and Turkey.
IMMIGRATION FROM RUSSIA, UKRAINE JUMPS AMID CONFLICT, Bringing bilateral activity between the governments in trade and economics
DATA SHOW (YNet 8/10/22)
back on track has enormous potential to increase trade cooperation, and I'm
Since the outset of the Russo-Ukrainian war, the number of immigrants who sure that the appointment of Matan will promote that in the years to come."
made Aliyah from both countries jumped significantly, according to data
published by the Central Bureau of Statistics on Wednesday.
ISRAEL OFFERS WEST BANK PALESTINIANS INTERNATIONAL
The report compared the latest figures with the same period in 2019, before FLIGHTS OUT OF SOUTHERN AIRPORT (Ha’aretz 8/9/22)
two years of the COVID-19 pandemic and consequent travel restrictions West Bank Palestinians will now be able to fly internationally out of Israel's
slashed immigration to Israel.
southern airport, Israel Airports Authority announced on Tuesday, rather than
According to data, 31,066 people made Aliyah from Russia and Ukraine traveling to the airport in Jordan.
combined since Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered his forces into its An Israeli security official said Palestinians would board shuttles from the
ex-Soviet neighbor. The figure stood at 9,744 in 2019.
West Bank, undergo a security screening at an Israeli crossing and then go
The report reveals that in 2022, 12,175 out of all immigrants are from through the Ramon airport like any other traveler. The official said the initial
Ukraine, and 18,891 are from Russia. In the same period in 2019, 2,651 phase is a pilot project but could be expanded to additional locations.
came from Ukraine and 7,123 came from Russia.
Those in the West Bank wishing to fly abroad must currently travel to
The number of Ukrainian immigrants during wartime soared to 12,175 new Jordan’s capital Amman, through a crowded Israeli border crossing. The
arrivals compared with 2,651 during the same period in 2019 while crossing isn’t open 24 hours a day, forcing many travelers to pay to stay in a
immigration from Russia more than doubled, going from 7,123 to 18,891 hotel ahead of their flight. There are also travel costs and crossing fees that
Olim Chadashim.
make the journey an added financial burden.
Half of Ukrainian immigrants arrived between the beginning of March and the Three international airlines requested the Airports Authority to add new
beginning of April. Arrivals from Russia surpassed their Ukrainian peers since destinations from Ramon airport – to Turkey and Poland. The flights to
end of April.
Istanbul and Antalya will be operated by Pegasus and another Turkish
Most Olim Chadashim from Ukraine are women (63%) whereas immigration airline, AtlasGlobal. According to the plan, two flights will depart weekly from
from Russia has seen an almost even split between men and women at Ramon on an Airbus A321 aircraft, which can carry 22 passengers. In
49.2% and 50.8%, respectively.
October 2022, Turkey’s Pegasus Airlines will fly four times a week to Turkey.
Among the 16-80 age group, women comprise 73.9% of all immigrants The Polish charter airline Enter Air announced on Tuesday that from August
coming from Ukraine. The report ties this figure to a ban on fighting-age men 15, it will operate two weekly flights from Ramon to Warsaw and Katowice.

Ramon is Israel’s secondary airport, after Ben-Gurion International Airport. It
is smaller, has fewer flights and destinations and is less busy. It lies next to
the resort city of Eilat.
Palestinians do not have their own airport and must apply for a hard-to-obtain
airport permit to use Israel’s Ben Gurion International Airport. Such permits
are only approved, if at all, shortly before takeoff.
Security procedures for this trial to Ramon airport will be coordinated by the
Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories, the Shin Bet security
service and the police. Israeli citizens living in the West Bank will also be
able to participate in this trial plan, which provides certain advantages
including shorter lines and free parking.
In July, Arkia Airlines announced that for the first time it would operate
weekly flights from Ramon Airport to Larnaca, and two weekly flights to
Batumi, Georgia.
There are no immediate plans to allow Palestinians from Gaza to use the
airport.
ISRAELIS MARRIED LESS AND YOUNGER IN 2020 (JPost 8/10/22)
Israelis married less and got married slightly younger in 2020 compared to
2019, although at least part of the change was likely due to coronavirus
restrictions, according to data released by the Central Bureau of Statistics on
Wednesday ahead of Tu Be'av, the Jewish day of love.
39,984 Israeli couples were married through religious institutions in Israel, a
17% drop compared to 2019. About 68% of the newly married couples were
Jewish in 2020, a 19% drop in the number of Jewish couples that got married
compared to the year before.
11,477 of the couples married in 2020 were Muslims (an 11% drop compared
to the year before), 895 were Druze (an 8% drop compared to the year
before) and 582 were Christian (a 28% drop compared to the year before).
Meanwhile, 6,746 couples including at least one partner who was registered
with the Population Authority were registered as married abroad in 2020.
Only 18% of the weddings abroad registered with the Population Registry in
2020 were actually conducted in that same year. About 44% took place in
2019 and the other third took place before 2019.
Tu Be'Av, a Jewish holiday that commemorates a number of joyous events in
Jewish history, has become a sort of Valentine's Day in the State of Israel.
The percentage of married citizens compared to the number of single Israelis
dropped by 19% during 2020 compared to 2019. Meanwhile, the number of
Jewish young adults who were living together as couples without getting
married rose in recent years.
The percentage of single Jewish men between the ages of 45-49 rose from
3% in 1970 to 13% in 2020, according to the newly released statistics. The
percentage of single Jewish men between the ages of 25-29 also rose from
28% in 1970 to 65% in 2020.
The percentage of single Jewish women between the ages of 45-49 rose
from 2% to 11% from 1970 to 2020. The percentage of single Jewish women
between the ages of 25-29 rose from 13% to 51% in the same period.
Of the Israeli cities with a population of over 100,000 people, the percentage
of single women between the ages of 45-49 was lowest in Beit Shemesh
(2.4%) and highest in Tel Aviv (29%). The percentage of single men of the
same age was 4.1% in Beit Shemesh and 32.4% in Tel Aviv.
Of these cities, the percentage of single women between the ages of 25-29
was lowest in Bnei Brak (13.8%) and highest in Tel Aviv (80.6%). The
percentage of single men of those ages was lowest in Bnei Brak also
(19.1%) and highest in Tel Aviv (88.7%).
Meanwhile, the average age that Israeli men first got married at dropped
from 27.3-years-old in 2019 to 26.9-years-old in 2020. In 1970, the average
age of marriage of men was 25-years-old.
Haredi men in Israel got married at a younger age (22.5-years-old) than their
non-Haredi counterparts (28.9-year-old).
Among women, the average age of marriage was 24.6-year-old in 2020,
compared to 24.9-years-old in 2019. In 1970, the average age of marriage
for women was 21.7-years-old.

The average age of marriage for Haredi women was 21.5-years-old,
compared to 27-years-old among their non-Haredi counterparts.
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ISRAEL'S OPERATION AGAINST ISLAMIC JIHAD ONLY PRECURSOR
FOR WHAT'S NEXT (Ron Ben-Yishai, YNet 8/8/22)
Some 66 hours passed from the moment Prime Minister Yair Lapid gave the
green light for the IDF and Shin Ben to take out the high-profile Palestinian
Islamic Jihad (PIJ) commander, Tayseer Jabari, to the moment the terror
group was compelled to agree to a ceasefire on Sunday night.
The usage of the word compelled here is crucial. The PIJ leader Ziyad alNakhalah, who is currently in Tehran, as well as the organizations' other
leaders in Gaza and Damascus, had no choice but to accept what the
Egyptian mediators' offer, even though it asked for no significant sacrifice
from Israel.
The ceasefire lacks any form of substantial political or military content, and
does anything but put the organization at ease. It was essentially an
unconditional surrender for the Jihad, for the sake of Hamas and Gaza
residents.
In turn, for the restraint shown by Hamas throughout the last few days of
fighting, Israel immediately resumed its obligations vis-à-vis Gaza that were
agreed upon before the operation.
There is no doubt that the Operation Breaking Dawn was an outright Israeli
triumph in all aspects: military, political, and financial. It showcased Israel's
impressive ability to manage a security crisis, which involved not only the IDF
and Shin Bet, but also the government and civilians, who conveyed great
determination and obedience.
The Israeli public, with the cooperation of the Shin Bet, intelligence unit,
soldiers and commanders, pilots, and UAV operators, all took part in making
this operation a memorable Israeli victory.
The spirit of the PIJ would have been lifted by any sign of Israel's weakness.
Casualties on our side would have likely caused the terror group to prolong
their offensive.
This time around, instead of mourning losses at home, Israel came out of the
operation feeling uplifted that justice has been done. This is contrary to
previous Gaza campaigns, in which Israeli casualties and material losses
blinded us from seeing the accomplishments.
This morale boost has directly influenced the political echelon, especially
Prime Minister Yair Lapid and Defense Minister Benny Gantz, who approved
the daring plan presented to them by the IDF and Shin Bet.
However, it must be noted that the IDF and civilians were blessed with a lot
of luck. A lot of things had the potential to go wrong, yet the odds were in our
favor.
The missiles fired by our jets landed exactly where they were supposed to,
the intelligence was flawless, and the collateral damage, i.e. innocent Gazan
civilians, was kept to a minimum. Less than a third of the Palestinian
casualties were a result of Israeli fire. This is a noteworthy accomplishment
when comparing to previous operations, in which at least half of the
casualties were uninvolved civilians. More so, this accomplishment is also
noteworthy when compared to armies of other democratic countries.
There's no point in dwelling on the poor management of the Jihad's military
wing, but it is important to pay attention to the organization led by AlNakhalah. The distant leader was far too eager to please his patrons in
Tehran, and thus allowed the IDF and Shin Bet to manage the operation in
ideal circumstances.
Nonetheless, it's important that the government and the IDF investigate and
learn lessons from this campaign - not just from the failures, but also from the
accomplishments. It must be assumed that the luck we were blessed with
this time probably won't be on our side next time, and that it's fair to expect
that "the next time" is right around the corner.
The main takeaway from this operation is that precise political and military
preparations are necessary for success in the battlefield. This kind of
preparation calls for resources - mostly time - hence the IDF must plan and
practice to prepare for operations where we are not the initiators, who always

have the upper hand.
We must also applaud the restraint of Lapid and Gantz, who kept quiet, while
setting the stage for Chief of Staff Aviv Kochavi and Shin Bet Director Ronen
Bar to surprise the PIJ with a multidimensional blow. Less than three minutes
into the mission, the PIJ was already thrown off, giving Israel the upper hand.
If Lapid and Gantz were to fall into political traps and disclose the plan to
additional parties, the surprise attack would not have been possible.
Israel also stood strong in refusing the PIJ's ridiculous terms for truce,
proposed to the mediators, while at the same time showing readiness to end
the fighting.
Both the entry and exit strategies of the operation were perfect, especially
considering the common mistakes the winning side sometimes makes by
neglecting the diplomatic and political fronts upon victory.
Still, the operation neither solved the problem in Gaza, nor promoted any
solution. Another worrying takeaway from this operation is the PIJ were not
obliterated. It still has the ability to cause harm both in Gaza and the West
Bank.
Additionally, we must not forget that this round of fighting was conducted
under ideal circumstances - against a cruel yet very limited enemy, in a small
battlefield in which Israel not only has the authority to impose a blockade, but
also gather intelligence and obtain mobility very easily.
An operation in Lebanon or Syria, or both simultaneously, will require the IDF
to activate all its units and function under much tougher conditions. More so,
the phenomenal success rate of the Iron Dome can not be seen as a
standard in the case of missile attacks from Hezbollah or Iran.
The launchpads used by the Jihad during this operation were very scarce,
and no UAVs were activated at all. Thus, the IDF's air defense system too,
enjoyed ideal circumstances. The Operation Breaking Dawn was not
representative of potential conflicts the IDF may get caught up in in the
future, and was merely a good exercise for the troops.
Nonetheless, Israel came out of this operation with three major
accomplishments.
First - thwarting a strategic attempt by the Jihad to impose restrictions on
Israel's action against its members in the West Bank, who want to carry out
deadly terror attacks against Israeli citizens.
The second - deterrence of our regional enemies, such as Iran, Hezbollah,
and Hamas. They sat aside and watched as Israel's impressive intelligence
and Air Force managed to isolate the Jihad from Hamas and Iran, and
maintained legitimacy through it all.
The third - strengthening of Israel's regional and international status, and the
relations with the countries that are part of the Abraham Accords. Israel
proved that it is indeed ready and capable of fighting for the sake of its
civilians and sovereignty.
LAPID PROVES THE POWER OF A PREEMPTIVE STRIKE (Nehemia
Shtrasler, Ha’aretz 8/9/22)
The rule is that politicians shouldn’t take any step that could prevent a major
disaster. It’s not because politicians are bad people who want to harm us, but
rather because they know that preventing a catastrophe requires initiating a
small crisis that exacts a price.
And politicians are not prepared to pay that price. They’re not prepared to
sustain criticism over the steps they have taken. And that’s why Bibi
Netanyahu never initiated a preemptive strike against terrorism.
He always waited for the attack and only then reacted. In the process, he
protected himself, but the price was high for the victims. We all know how we
won in the 1967 Six-Day War thanks to the surprise attack by the Israel Air
Force on the morning of June 5. We also all know the heavy blow we
sustained in the 1973 Yom Kippur War, in which the country’s actual
existence was at risk when the Egyptians and Syrians surprised us.
It’s therefore worth favorably noting Yair Lapid’s conduct in handling this past
week’s confrontation with Islamic Jihad in Gaza, dubbed Operation Breaking
Dawn. Lapid didn’t wait for Islamic Jihad to fire anti-tank missiles directly at a
target such as a bus, a house or a military base. That would have caused
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large numbers of dead, giving him clear grounds to undertake a punitive
operation in response.
Instead, he surprised Islamic Jihad last Friday. He approved a targeted killing
by the Israel Air Force of two of the organization’s senior commanders who
never considered going into hiding because they had been certain that Israel
would wait, as it had done in the past, until the group opened fire first.
Friday’s attack on Gaza also included about 30 other Islamic Jihad targets.
By virtue of the element of surprise, Islamic Jihad was caught off guard.
Labor Party leader Merav Michaeli was therefore correct in quickly
expressing support for the preemptive action and the operation as a whole.
After all, we can’t reconcile ourselves to a situation in which Islamic Jihad
places Israeli communities on the Gaza border under curfew due to a
terrorism threat while we remain silent. If Israel hadn’t responded, it would
have handed Islamic Jihad a major victory. And next time, the threat would
have widened, to include Ashkelon, and after that Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.
It’s also worth remembering that Islamic Jihad is a fanatic, murderous
religious organization dedicated to the destruction of the State of Israel and
the establishment of a country ruled by Islamic law in its place. Hamas is not
greatly different in character, but it has responsibility for managing the lives
of two million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and is therefore a bit more
moderate. But at the conclusion of the fighting over the last week, it released
its own statement saying that the confrontation with Israel would not end
without Israel’s destruction.
Residents of Gaza currently live in conditions of terrible poverty and
joblessness, but that’s not by force of nature. In 2005, Israel evacuated its
communities from Gush Katif in Gaza and turned the Strip over to the
Palestinian Authority. In 2007, Hamas took control of the Gaza Strip by force
of arms as Hamas members slaughtered representatives of Fatah, the
dominant party in the Palestinian Authority.
At that point, Hamas had two options. One was to devote its efforts to the
Strip’s economic development, establishing universities and high-tech plants
– as well as hotels along Gaza’s fantastic stretch of Mediterranean coast.
That would have transformed it into the Hong Kong of the Middle East, while
living in peace with Israel.
The second option was pouring all the money that Hamas received into
building a military force, creating an arsenal of rockets, digging tunnels and
directing all of its energies toward the major dream of extremist Islam – the
destruction of Israel and its replacement with an Islamic state on all of
Israel’s territory.
Hamas chose the second option. It preferred Qassam rockets to high-tech,
and since then we’ve been in an endless war without an end in sight. And I
have no illusions.
Last weekend’s successful operation dealt a major blow to Islamic Jihad’s
power. The group lost two senior commanders, dozens of stores of weapons,
an attack tunnel and several Qassam production plants. But still, the next
round of fighting is just a matter of time.
It also turns out that you don’t have to be a former officer of the elite Israeli
commando unit Sareyet Matkal, as other prime ministers were, to correctly
manage such a military operation.
Lapid has another small advantage. He doesn’t need to deal with a trial that
could send
him to jail.
He
can
devote all
his
time
and energy
to crucial
decisions.
And it turns
out that he
doesn’t do
a bad job
at it.

Va’eschanan 5782

Every Lunch Is a Free Lunch
Presented by Rabbi Zacharia Schwartz, Kollel Adjunct
From our archives

Our Parsha begins with Moshe recounting his relentless prayers to Hashem that he should be
allowed to enter the Land of Israel. Rashi teaches us that the word used for prayer, “Va’eschanan,”
is derived from the word “chinam” - “free.” He explains that we learn from here that tzaddikim, the
righteous, only ask Hashem for free gifts, never basing their requests on their many merits. At first
glance this seems peculiar. Why should any person, let alone a tzaddik, expect to receive anything
from Hashem without deserving it?
One approach to understand this is that the perspective of tzaddikim, as it relates to the nature of
our relationship with Hashem, differs from conventional thinking. This perspective recognizes that
Hashem owes us nothing, and we owe Him everything. The righteous understand that everything
that Hashem gives and ever will give is by definition undeserved and, therefore, free. Of course,
there is reward for our good deeds, but even that is simply an expression of Hashem’s kindness.
The Torah instructs us to try to emulate the ways of Hashem. With Tisha B’Av still fresh in our
minds, it would be appropriate to consider how we can embody the ideal of loving and giving to
others for free, without considering our own personal gain. Our Rabbis teach us that just as the
destruction of the Bais Mamikdash and our ensuing exile was caused by baseless hatred, so will
our redemption be brought about by “baseless love”. Let us recognize how much Hashem gives
us every second of every day only because He wants to give to us, and even though we are not
deserving, and let us consider how we can “pay-it-forward” and do the same for those around us.

Wishing you a Good Shabbos!

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org

Parsha Riddle

Point to Ponder
And I prayed to Hashem (3:23).
Rav Simlai expounded: Why did Moshe desire to
enter Eretz Yisrael? Did he need to eat its fruit? Did
he need to be satiated from its food? Rather Moshe
wanted to fulfill the many mitzvos that can only be
fulfilled in Eretz Yisrael (Sotah 14a).
Rav Simlai should have said “Did he want to eat its
fruit? Did he want to be satiated…?” Why did he
use the word “need”?

In parashas Va’eschanan (7:2), the Torah commands (regarding the Seven Nations
of the Land of Israel) “nor shall you show them favor.” This is ArtScroll’s translation
of the Hebrew phrase “lo sechanem,” but the Talmud (Avodah Zarah 20a) asserts
that there are actually three distinct prohibitions denoted by this phrase, all of which
are assumed to be normative by later authorities:
•
You should not give them a chance to encamp [ḥanayah] in, i.e., to
acquire land in, Eretz Yisrael.
•
You should not give them favor [ḥen] by praising them.
•
You should not give them an undeserved [ḥinnam] gift.
The first of these, the prohibition against giving non-Jews the opportunity to
acquire land in Eretz Yisrael, is particularly relevant in this year of shemitah. In order
to mitigate the difficulty of fully observing the agricultural laws of shemitah, a
custom has developed to sell the land of Israel to a non-Jewish (Arab) purchaser,
which according to many authorities allows for certain leniencies in these laws. This
practice has been the subject of great controversy for more than a century, for a
variety of reasons, one of which is its apparent violation of the prohibition of lo
sechanem. The many authorities who do condone the sale of the land, however,
offer a variety of justifications for why it does not fall under the prohibition:
•
“Since it is for the benefit of the Yishuv, there is obviously no prohibition
of lo sechanem.”
•
The prohibition does not apply to a transfer of limited duration, after
which the land reverts to Jewish ownership.
•
The prohibition applies only to non-Jews who are idolaters, and not to
Muslims who are monotheists (Yeshuos Molcho YD 55; Mishpat Cohen 58).
The Chazon Ish (Shevi’is 24:1-4), however, rejects all these justifications, insisting
that the Biblical prohibition applies even to sales that are for our own benefit, and
even to sales of limited duration, and to sales to all non-Jews, regardless of their
religious orientation (with the sole exception of a ger toshav, a category which he
maintains is inapplicable in contemporary times).

What day of the year is Tu B’Av compared to?
Please see next week’s issue for the answer.

Last week’s riddle:
Who was compared to a bee? Why?
Answer: The nation of Emor, just as a bee dies after it stings a victim,
so too the Emorim would die if they started making trouble for B’nei
Yisrael.

Who Am I?
#1 WHO AM I ?
1. I

am not an app, but am on tablets.
2. I appear twice.
3. I include 613.
4. I was heard all at once.

#2 WHO AM I ?
1. We

are four.
2. We ask questions (or don’t).
3. We need different types of answers.
4. We are at the seder.
Last Week’s Answers
#1 Eichah/ איכָה/ָה
ֵ ( ַא ֶּיכI was for Hashem, I was
for Moshe, I was for Yeshayahu, I was for Yirmiyahu.)
#2 Sitting on the floor on Tisha B’Av (I am for the
morning, I am for the mourning, Floorplan, Don’t trip
anyone!)

GWCK wishes everyone a wonderful summer!
Kollel classes (unless otherwise noted) are currently on break and will
resume be”H Rosh Chodesh Elul, Sunday, August 28.

