
YISE Programs and Listings
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and Holidays 
by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos morning. The Shiur will be given by Rabbi Rosenbaum this Shabbos. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman will give the Gemara Shiur after the Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush, learning 
Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. 
Online YISE Cholim List - Our Cholim list is now automated. Go to https://wp.yise.org/cholim to add a name to the list. The list will be used for 
the Mi Sheberach for Cholim made at the 8:45 Minyanim on Monday, Thursday, and Shabbos. If you have specific questions about Mi Sheberach 
guidelines, contact Rabbi Rosenbaum. For any other questions about the Cholim list, contact Seth Katz at sethkatz@yise.org 
Protecting Our Children From Predators & Abusers - Presented by the Vaad Harabanim of Greater Washington on Sunday, September 4, at 
7:30 PM at YISE, featuring Dr. Norman Blumenthal, with Divrei Pesicha from Rabbi Aaron Lopiansky. See flyer for details. 
High Holiday Mailing - The High Holiday mailing with information about seats, child care, Yizkor and Hashomer greetings has been sent to all 
members. You can also go to www.yise.org for more information, including downloadable seat forms, online registration for child care and online 
sponsorship of the Yizkor guide. 
New Member Meat & Greet BBQ - Join us for a delicious BBQ and welcome newcomers to our community! Sunday, September 11, 4:00 PM - 
6:30 PM, at the field at the Boys Yeshiva, 1216 Arcola Ave. RSVP by Tuesday, September 6 at www.yise.org/bbq $12 per adult, $7 per child, 
family maximum $40. 
Lulavim & Esrogim - Order online at www.yise.org/lulav Deadline September 25. See flyer for details. 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
August 26 - 27, 2022 - 30 Av 5782 - Parshas Re’eh/Rosh Chodesh 

Light Candles by 7:29 - Havdalah 8:28 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

COVID-19 Updates
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 

vaccine (16 years of age or older), but who chooses to not 
be vaccinated may attend YISE Minyanim and events 
with the following guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals 
must remain masked at all times while in the Shul 
building, including at Kiddushes and/or other events 
containing food. Masks may not be removed to eat or 
drink. Exceptions will be made for private functions being 
held at the Shul, but that are not Shul sponsored events. 

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not 
come to shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills, 
muscle aches, sore throat, severe cough, headache, nausea or 
vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion or runny nose, or 
new loss of sense of taste or smell. If you have tested 
positive for COVID, you should follow the CDC guidelines. 

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for 
children under 16. 

• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE 
building. 

• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary. 
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and 
to return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In 
protecting each other as we navigate this unfolding situation, 
may we grow stronger as individuals and as a community. 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by Florence & Larry Radkowsky to commemorate the Yahrzeits of 
their fathers, Emanuel Kramer, Menachem Nosson Ben Mordechai Hakohen, Z”L, and Aaron 

Radkowsky, Aharon Ben Leib Zalman Hakohen, Z”L. 

YISE Youth Announcements
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, August 27, from 10:00 
AM until Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in 
the toddler room off the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years 
(drop off) in the room behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years 
(girls only) will meet at Shomrai and walk over to The 
House. For more information, contact Debbie Katz at 
dkatz@yise.org  
Summer Shabbos Group Updates: Older boys summer 
Shabbos groups are canceled through August 27. Older 
girls and preschool summer Shabbos groups will 
continue as usual through August 27. There will be no 
Shabbos groups on Labor Day weekend, September 3. 
Our outstanding school year Shabbos groups begin again 
on September 10!! 
Calling All Rising 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi 
Rosenbaum is learning weekly with rising 5th and 6th grade 
boys one hour before Mincha in the YISE Social Hall. 
Bring your hard questions! Refreshments will be served.  

Shabbos Schedule
Minyan locations are listed as B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, 

S = Social Hall, LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 7:29, and not before 6:24 
• Mincha: 6:10 (Plag, B), 7:30 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:30 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:25 (B), 7:20 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends: 8:28 
Divrei Torah/Shiurim: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Postelnek 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• Shiur after Mincha Rabbi Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Sponsors: 
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by the Hashkamah Minyan 

Group. 
• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by the Zeltser Family to commemorate the 10th 

Yahrzeit of Mel Zeltser, Elimelech Yehuda Ben Shmuel Zvi Hakohen, Z”L, and 
by Simi & Sammy Franco in honor of their 40th anniversary this past week. 

Mazal Tov 
• Masha & Seth Katz and Naomi & Jan Meisler on the birth of a 

granddaughter, Chana Leeba, to their children Esther & Yisrael Katz. Mazal 
Tov to great-grandparents Bobbi & Jules Meisler, and Beverly Rosenstein. 
Mazal Tov also to uncles Hershel, Meir, and Nossi, and aunt Chaya Malka, 
as well as to great-aunt and uncle Aliza & Manasseh Katz, and the 
extended Katz and Meisler families. 

• Susan & Rabbi Saul Koss on the marriage of their granddaughter Malka 
Gittel Bart, daughter of Rivka & R’ Evan Bart of Richmond, VA, to Tzvi 
Nash of Bergenfield, NJ. Mazal Tov also to Frieda Bart and Uncle 
Jonathan. 

• Naomi & Nechemia Mond on the birth of a son. Mazal Tov to the big 
brothers and sisters, grandparents Ita & Jimmy Mond and Betty & Stuart Ozar, 
aunt and uncle Elisheva & Yossi Katz and all of the aunts, uncles and cousins. 

• Sara Silver on the birth of a son to her children Nomi & Cobi Goldman of 
Skokie, Illinois. Mazal Tov as well to great-grandmother Vivian Silver. 

• Linda & Ed Zurndorfer and Martha & Ed Karl on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their grandson, Pitachya Shlomo (Tachy), son of Tova Leah & Donniel Karl 
of Ramat Beit Shemesh Aleph. Mazal Tov to all of the aunts, uncles, and 
cousins and to the extended families. 



Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for this 
Past Week: 

Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi Grauman 

and all those who attend his Shiur. 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur 
• Hannah & Robert Klein in memory of Mrs. Sarah Braun, Z”L, mother of 

Rebbetzin Atara Rosenbaum. 
• Judy & David Marwick and Debi & Max Rudmann to commemorate the 

first Yahrzeit of Avi West, Z”L, on the 26th of Menachem Av. 
• Diana & Leonard Ruchelman on the Yahrzeit of Diana’s mother, Esna Bas 

Leah, whose Yahrzeit was the 21st of Av. 
• Sue & Ray White in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Yedidya 

Langer. 

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come 
together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives speedily. Until that 
point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These 
options are now available for sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to commemorate 
a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a 
Simcha or any other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the 
Shul's other sources of revenue are not available. 
 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per 
day):  

• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim 
together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship at $54 
each. 
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each. 
 
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

YISE Programs and Listings
(continued) 

Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a new series on the laws of 
Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at the home of 
David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the 
WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings 
available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos See flyer for details. 
Come Join Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class on Zoom! Bikur 
Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee: Rabbi Koss will 
be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, September 5, from 2:00 PM - 
3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more information, contact Miriam Friedman at 
mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Pre-Rosh Hashana Family Apple Picking - Sunday, September 18, 10:00 AM - 
1:00 PM at Homestead Farms in Poolesville. $3 per person. RSVP to 
akramer@yise.org See flyer for details. 
Shabbos Groups Leader - Are you a teenage boy who wants to make a real 
difference? Be a Shabbos Groups leader. Lead Tefillah, Parsha and games for boys 
ages 6 to 9. For more information, contact Esti Thurman at ethurman@gmail.com 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and clean up 
for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know when you are 
available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, has a 
current need at this time. Please sign to volunteer if you can. For more 
information or if you need help signing up, please contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-
681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, 
mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at 
http://audio.yise.org 

 

 Weekday Shiurim
Options for in-person and remote learning are listed 

below. For the latest list and times, go to: 
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim 
followed by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday 
through Friday, 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, 
followed by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through 
Thursday, 6:30 PM (Note new time), Zoom A, will not 
take place on Wednesday, August 31. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women 
(spiritual self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, 
Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays 
and Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 
11:00 AM, now learning Mishlei, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now 
learning Sefer Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom 
A, will not take place on Wednesday, August 31. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - 
Sunday mornings, 9:50 AM breakfast, 10:05 AM 
Shiurim: 
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak 

Mandel 
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced 

Jew - Rabbi Hillel Shaps 
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak 

Grossman 
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging 

Parsha Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter 
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, 

Sundays at 10:00 AM, Zoom C. 
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at 

Shomrai) - 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact 
Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-
9361. 
• For Men: 

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same 
Page Gemara - Zoom D. 

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - 
Reading Responsa - Zoom E. 

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei 
Hatorah Gemara Skills Building - Zoom F. 

• For Women 
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, is on 

summer break. 
• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 

PM. Join the fastest growing Halacha learning program 
in the world! Now back in person at YISE. Register at 
gwckollel.org/scp  

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet 
Chulin, Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in 
the Franco Beit Midrash. 

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social 
Hall, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM. For more information, 
contact Rabbi Levy 240-423-8810. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry 
Greengart’s Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 
9:00 AM, studying Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B. 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, 
Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the 
Torah from a Deeper Perspective”, is on summer break. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for 
Men, learning Maseches Bava Metzia. Wednesday 
evenings, 8:15 PM, Zoom G. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter 
the meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting 
ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn 
Zoom E: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom F: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 



Rachel Bassan Horowitz Memorial Fund 
Rachel Bassan Horwitz, a 32-year-old mother of three small boys, came to the United States from Israel for a hoped-for, life-saving transplant. 
However, Rachel passed away in February 1994. She grew up in Silver Spring and the community set up a fund in her memory to be used to help 
individuals with MEDICAL needs. We have distributed thousands and thousands of dollars to individuals living in our area as well as in 
communities in both the US and Israel requiring financial assistance with medical needs. Our funds are depleting and in order for us to continue 
this much needed Medical Needs Fund, we need your financial assistance. We hope we can count on you. Your support is critical. 
Tax deductible contributions may be made payable to  Young Israel Shomrai Emunah (YISE) Charity SPECIAL Fund, mark for Bassan Fund. 
Send to: Howard Schulman, 707 Lamberton Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20902 
For further information, call Howard Schulman at 301-213-2429.  
Norma Burdett and Pearl Bassan may also answer some questions about the Bassan Fund. 

The Week Ahead Sunday, August 28
Rosh Chodesh 

Monday 
August 29 

Tuesday 
August 30 

Wednesday 
August 31 

Thursday 
September 1 

Friday 
September 2 

Shacharis 
Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 7:25 7:25 7:25 7:25 7:25 See Shabbos
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 7:20 7:20 7:20 7:20 7:20 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:16 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 5:45 AM, Latest Netz: 6:39 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 9:51 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:42 PM, Earliest Shkia: 7:35 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 8:26 PM 

Community Programs & Listings 
Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a 
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209. 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, August 31, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
Halacha and Design of a Modern Mikvah - The Mikvah Emunah Society invites men and women to a Shiur by Rabbi Hillel Shaps on Sunday, 
September 11, at 11:00 AM in the Kemp Mill Synagogue tent, followed by “A Look at the Inner-Workings of The Wallerstein Mikvah”, a tour led by 
Alan Broder. Please email mikvahgw@gmail.com to let us know you're joining us, so we can prepare enough coffee and refreshments; however, walk-ins 
are welcome. 
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
The Book of Jonah - A 4-part series presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps on Wednesdays at 8:00 PM on Zoom D. August 31 through September 21. 
Plumb the depths of one of the Bible's most fascinating yet misunderstood episodes and uncover its great lessons in preparation for Yom Kippur! 
To register, go to https://linksgw.org/classes 
MitzvahCycle/MitzvahRun 2022 - Join Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington on Sunday, September 11, to bike, run or walk to support patients and their 
loved ones in our community. Fun, food and family-friendly activities. Register at www.mitzvahcycle.org Email asiegel@bikurcholimgw.org for more info. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org  
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, August 31 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

   Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi     Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
September 2 - 3, 2022 - 7 Elul 5782 

Parshas Shoftim 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 7:18, but not before 6:15
• Mincha: 6:00 (Plag, B), 7:20 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:15 (B), 7:10 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 8:17



SUNDAYSUNDAY
Greater Washington
Community Kollel 
in conjunction with 
Young Israel 
Shomrai Emunah BRUNCH

& LEARN
Sunday Mornings

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah, 1132 Arcola Ave. Breakfast: 9:30am - Classes 9:45-10:30am Men's programming - Free of charge

Topic
TBD

For more info please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org or 347-869-9361

Four GREAT learning options 
to choose from !

Illuminating
Inquiries in Halacha

Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel

Judaism 102: 
 Fundamentals for 

the experienced Jew
Rabbi Hillel Shaps

Navigating Navi
Sefer Yehoshua

Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman

Parsha Perspectives

Rabbi Menachem Winter

 An Exploration of engaging
Parsha topics

Schedule change for

Rosh Chodesh Elul,

Sunday, Aug 28:

Breakfast: 9:50am

Classes: 10:05am



Approaching Torah and
Jewish heritage through
the responsa literature

WEDNESDAYS, 8:15pm on ZOOM

Greater Washington Community Kollel
presents

CLAS
Community Learning At Shomrai

gwckollel.org - For more information, please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org, 347-869-9361

Online: https://zoom.us/j/7464552195 Password: Learn 
Dial-in number: 301-715-8592 Meeting ID: 746 455 2195



J O I N  Y I S E  Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

S t a r t i n g  J u l y  5 t h

At the home of David and Tamara Goodman 

WITH RABBI POSTELNEK

Tuesdays
 8:15 - 9:00PM 

11611 Kemp Mill Rd

Learn the background & practical laws that 
we encounter every week in our own homes!





Order your Lulavim & Esrogim
from YISE

and help support the Shul!
YISE is working this year with Josh Breitstein to bring

you the finest quality Arba Minim sets. Complete
details and order form at: www.yise.org/lulav

Aleph     $ 85
Beis $ 70
Gimmel $ 55
Chinuch $ 36

Order deadline:  September 25, 2022

Pickup will be on October 6, 2022, 4 PM – 9 PM

Payment at pickup - check payable to Josh Breitstein, or cash.



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
10:00a-1:00p

Homestead Farms
15604 Sugarland Rd

Poolesville, MD 20837

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

Admission $3 per person age 1+
Produce picked is charged on a per pound
basis at the end of your visit 

RSVP strongly encouraged 
to akramer@yise.org





Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
The Good Society - Moses, having set out the 
prologue and preamble to the covenant and its broad 
guiding principles, now turns to the details, which 
occupy the greater part of the book of Devarim, from 
chapter 12 to chapter 26. But before he begins with 
the details, he states a proposition that is the most 
fundamental one in the book, and one that would be 
echoed endlessly by Israel’s Prophets: See, this day I 
set before you blessing and curse: blessing, if you 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I 
enjoin upon you this day; and curse, if you do not 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God, but 
turn away from the path that I enjoin upon you this 
day and follow other gods, whom you have not 
experienced. 
  If you behave well, things will go well. If you act 
badly, things will turn out badly. Behaving well 
means honouring our covenant with God, being 
faithful to Him, heeding His words and acting in 
accordance with His commands. That was the 
foundation of the nation. Uniquely it had God as its 
liberator and lawgiver, its sovereign, judge and 
defender. Other nations had their gods, but none had 
a covenant with any of them, let alone with the 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
    And yes, as we saw last week, there are times 
when God acts out of chessed, performing kindness 
to us even though we do not deserve it. But do not 
depend on that. There are things Israel must do in 
order to survive. Therefore, warned Moses, beware 
of any temptation to act like the nations around you, 
adopting their gods, worship or practices. Their way 
is not yours. If you behave like them, you will perish 
like them. To survive, let alone thrive, stay true to 
your faith, history and destiny, your mission, calling 
and task as “a Kingdom of Priests and a holy 
nation.” 
  As you act, so shall you fare. As I put it in my book 
Morality, a free society is a moral achievement. The 
paradoxical truth is that a society is strong when it 
cares for the weak, rich when it cares for the poor, 
and invulnerable when it takes care of the 
vulnerable. Historically, the only ultimate guarantor 
of this is a belief in Someone greater than this time 
and place, greater than all time and place, who 
guides us in the path of righteousness, seeing all we 
do, urging us to see the world as His work, and 
humans as His image, and therefore to care for both. 
Bein adam le-Makom and bein adam le-chavero – 
the duties we have to God and those we owe our 
fellow humans –  are inseparable. Without a belief in 
God we would pursue our own interests, and 
eventually those at the social margins, with little 
power and less wealth, would lose. That is not the 
kind of society Jews are supposed to build. 
  The good society does not just happen. Nor is it 
created by the market or the state. It is made from 
the moral choices of each of us. That is the basic 
message of Deuteronomy: will we choose the 
blessing or the curse? As Moses says at the end of 
the book: 
    This day I call the heavens and the earth as 
witnesses against you that I have set before you life 
and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so 
that you and your children may live. 
  The test of a society is not military, political, 
economic or demographic. It is moral and spiritual. 
That is what is revolutionary about the biblical 
message. But is it really so? Did not ancient Egypt 

have the concept of ma’at, order, balance, harmony 
with the universe, social stability, justice and truth? 
Did not the Greeks and Romans, Aristotle especially, 
give a central place to virtue? Did not the Stoics 
create an influential moral system, set out in the 
writings of Seneca and Marcus Aurelius? What is 
different about the way of Torah? 
  Those ancient systems were essentially ways of 
worshipping the state, which was given cosmic 
significance in Pharaonic Egypt and heroic 
significance in Greece and Rome. In Judaism we do 
not serve the state; we serve God alone. The unique 
ethic of the covenant, whose key text is the book of 
Devarim, places on each of us an immense dual 
responsibility, both individual and collective. 
  I am responsible for what I do. But I am also 
responsible for what you do. That is one meaning of 
the command in Kedoshim: “You shall surely 
remonstrate with your neighbour and not bear sin 
because of him.” As Maimonides wrote in his Sefer 
ha-Mitzvot, “It is not right for any of us to say, ‘I 
will not sin, and if someone else sins, that is a matter 
between him and his God’. This is the opposite of 
the Torah.” In other words, it is not the state, the 
government, the army or the police that is the 
primary guardian of the law, though these may be 
necessary (as indicated at the beginning of next 
week’s parsha: “You shall appoint magistrates and 
officials for your tribes”). It is each of us and all of 
us together. That is what makes the ethic of the 
covenant unique. 
  We see this in a phrase that is central to American 
politics and does not exist at all in British politics: 
“We, the people.” These are the opening words of 
the preamble to the American constitution. Britain is 
not ruled by “We, the people.” It is ruled by Her 
Majesty the Queen whose loyal subjects we are. The 
difference is that Britain is not a covenant society 
whereas America is: its earliest key texts, the 
Mayflower Compact of 1620 and John Winthrop’s 
address on board the Arbella in 1630, were both 
covenants, built on the Deuteronomy model. 
Covenant means we cannot delegate moral 
responsibility away to either the market or the state. 
We – each of us, separately and together – make or 
break society. 
  Stoicism is an ethic of endurance, and it has some 
kinship with Judaism’s wisdom literature. Aristotle’s 
ethic is about virtue, and much of what he has to say 
is of permanent value. Rambam had enormous 
respect for it. But embedded in his outlook was a 
hierarchical mindset. His portrait of the “great-
souled man” is of a person of aristocratic bearing, 
independent wealth and high social status. Aristotle 
would not have understood Abraham Lincoln’s 
statement about a new nation, “dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created equal.” 
  The Greeks were fascinated by structures.  Virtually 
all the terms we use today – democracy, aristocracy, 
oligarchy, tyranny – are Greek in origin. The 
message of Sefer Devarim is, yes, create structures – 
courts, judges, officers, priests, kings – but what 
really matters is how each of you behaves. Are you 
faithful to our collective mission in such a way that 
“All the peoples on earth will see that you are called 
by the name of the Lord, and they will be in awe of 
you”? A free society is made less by structures than 
by personal responsibility for the moral-spiritual 
order. 
  This was once fully understood by the key figures 

associated with the emergence (in their different 
ways) of the free societies of England and America. 
In England Locke distinguished between liberty, the 
freedom to do what you may, and licence, the 
freedom to do what you want. Alexis de Tocqueville, 
in Democracy in America, wrote that “Liberty 
cannot be established without morality, nor morality 
without faith.” In his Farewell Address, George 
Washington wrote, “Of all the dispositions and 
habits which lead to political prosperity, religion, 
and morality are indispensable supports.” 
  Why so? What is the connection between morality 
and freedom? The answer was given by Edmund 
Burke: “Men are qualified for civil liberty in exact 
proportion to their disposition to put moral chains 
upon their own appetites… Society cannot exist, 
unless a controlling power upon will and appetite be 
placed somewhere; and the less of it there is within, 
the more there must be without. It is ordained in the 
eternal constitution of things, that men of 
intemperate minds cannot be free. Their passions 
forge their fetters.” 
  In other words, the less law enforcement depends 
on surveillance or the police, and the more on 
internalised habits of law-abidingness, the freer the 
society. That is why Moses, and later Ezra, and later 
still the rabbis, put so much emphasis on learning the 
law so that it became natural to keep the law. 
  What is sad is that this entire constellation of 
beliefs – the biblical foundations of a free society – 
has been almost completely lost to the liberal 
democracies of the West. Today it is assumed that 
morality is a private affair. It has nothing to do with 
the fate of the nation. Even the concept of a nation 
has become questionable in a global age. National 
cultures are now multi-cultures. Elites no longer 
belong “somewhere”; they are at home “anywhere.” 
A nation’s strength is now measured by the size and 
growth of its economy. The West has reverted to the 
Hellenistic idea that freedom has to do with 
structures – nowadays, democratically elected 
governments – rather than the internalised morality 
of “We, the people.” 
  I believe Moses was right when he taught us 
otherwise: that the great choice is between the 
blessing and the curse, between following the voice 
of God or the seductive call of instinct and desire. 
Freedom is sustained only when a nation becomes a 
moral community. And any moral community 
achieves a greatness far beyond its numbers, as we 
lift others and they lift us. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
“See, I am giving before you this day a blessing and 
a curse…” So opens our Biblical portion, making 
reference to the covenant at Mt. Gerizim and Mt. 
Eybal which dramatically concludes the Book of 
Deuteronomy and precedes our entry into the land of 
Israel. 
  What I would like to analyze in this commentary is 
a curious and seemingly pedantic detail, a strange 
grammatical formulation which, when properly 
understood, will shed light not only upon the nature 
of this third and final Pentateuchal covenant but also 
upon a fundamental philosophy of our religious 
nationality. 
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  Our verse begins with a singular verb which 
addresses an individual, “re’eh – see,” but then 
continues with a plural pronoun, “lifnehem – 
[giving] before you,” addressing a multitude. This 
grammatical switch in number – from singular to 
plural – is especially worthy of note, because when 
we do find such Biblical changes they take place in 
the opposite direction, from plural to singular. 
  In the Biblical portion of the Decalogue, for 
example, God’s introduction addresses in plural form 
the multitude of Israelites (Exodus 18: 4 ff : “You 
have seen – re’etem – what I have done to Egypt, 
and I lifted you – et’hem – upon eagles’ wings…”), 
but then switches to the singular form in the ten 
commandments themselves  (Exodus 20:1 ff: “I am 
the Lord your God – E-lohekha, singular – whom I 
took you – hotzeitikha, singular – from the land of 
Egypt…, You shall not murder, lo tirzah, singular”). 
  Nahmanides explains the switch from plural to 
singular, and catalogues many other instances when 
such a transition in number appears, as the desire of 
God to make certain that His words are being heard 
not only as a command to the general masses but 
also as a personal injunction to each and every 
individual!. 
  In effect, God is thereby appearing as a Hassidic 
Rebbe rather than as a Congregational Rabbi, in 
accordance with the common folk understanding of 
the distinction between the two. When a 
congregational Rabbi speaks, every individual 
believes that he is addressing the person next to him; 
when a Hassidic Rebbe speaks, every person 
listening knows and feels that he is addressing him 
personally. 
  But if this is the case, how can we understand our 
opening verse, in which God begins with the 
singular and continues with the plural? I believe that 
this unusual grammatical phenomenon speaks to the 
very definition of this third covenant, known as the 
covenant of arevut, or mutual responsibility. The 
Israelites, divided by the tribes in two groups of six, 
stand together to receive God’s blessings on Mt. 
Gerizim and God’s curses on Mt. Eyval, poised 
before Shekhem and ready to enter the Promised 
Land. 
  Our Biblical portion provides the exact location: 
“Are they not beyond the Jordan, … in the land of 
the Canaanites who dwell in the Aravah, over against 
Gilgal, beside the oak tree of Moreh?”. And the term 
aravah, or plains, is taken by the sages of the Talmud 
as a double entendre (play on words); the Hebrew 
arev also meaning co-singer, the individual who 
takes financial responsibility if a borrower reneges 
on the payment of his debt. 
  This is the covenant which insists that every 
Israelite must see himself as part of a whole, as a 
member of a nation which sees itself as a united 
organism whose separate individuals feel 
inextricably and indelibly bound to each other in 
fate, destiny and responsibility. Hence God begins 
with the singular and continues into the plural in 
order to impress upon the individual Israelite that he 
must in some way merge with the multitude that he 
must assume responsibility for the entire Jewish 
people, that “every Israelite is a co-signer, 
responsible for every other Israelite.” 
  This is what I believe to be the higher meaning of a 
shomer Torah u’Mitzvot, literally a guardian over the 
Torah and tradition. It is not sufficient to merely 
study Torah and to perform the commandments; just 
as a guardian takes responsibility for the objects in 
his possession, so must each of us – everyone in his/
her own way – take responsibility for the 
dissemination of Torah and the establishment of 
proper Torah institutions in his/her community, in 
his/her generation. 
  It is recorded that the famed Rav Meir Shapiro of 
Lublin (early 20th century) was forced into a dispute 
with a Cardinal concerning the quality of our Jewish 

tradition. “The Talmud is blatantly anti-Christian,” 
argued the Cardinal. “Does it not state that ‘only 
Israelites are called adam (Hebrew for human 
beings), whereas Gentiles are not called adam,’ and 
therefore we Gentiles are not considered by you to 
be human beings?!” 
  The rabbi explained that there are four synonyms 
for “human being” in the Hebrew language: gever, 
ish, enosh and adam. The first three of these nouns 
have both a singular and a plural: gevarim, ishim, 
aneshim. Only adam has just one form, both singular 
and plural, humanity – a compound noun, including 
everyone together as a single organism. If a Jew is 
suffering in an Islamic fundamentalist country, or if 
Israel seems to be in danger, Jews worldwide 
demonstrate and flock to their homeland. This is a 
unique Jewish quality, built into our third covenant. 
In the case of the Jewish nation, the singular merges 
into the plural, the individual Jew is an inextricable 
part of his people. 
OU Dear Torah: Rabbi Dr. Norman J. Lamm, z”l 
The Lord’s Children - Normally, when the Torah 
records a commandment, it does so without offering 
any reasons or explanations. In this morning’s 
portion, however, we read one commandment for 
which no less than two explanations are offered. The 
Torah tells us, “lo titgodedu,” “you shall not cut any 
gashes in your body” as a sign of mourning. It was 
the custom of the pagans of antiquity that as a sign 
of grief they would cut into their flesh until they 
bled. In prohibiting such disfigurement, the Torah 
begins by telling us, “You are children of the Lord 
your God,” and then after the commandment it 
explains, “for you are a holy people.” 
  These two explanations – that of being a holy 
people and that of being children of God – were 
interpreted by one of our most eminent 
commentators, Rabbi Yosef Bekhor Shor, as follows: 
It is not fitting for a member of a venerable people, 
possessing a proud and sacred history, to tolerate 
such disfigurement; every individual must remember 
that he is a child of God. Therefore, even if that 
person suffers excruciating loneliness because he 
grieves for a lost parent or other relative, that 
individual must recognize that solitude is never 
absolute, for he is a child of God, and our Heavenly 
Father lives forever. Therefore, in addition to the 
dignity of being a Jew, the mourning must be 
tempered by the knowledge that mankind is never 
alone as long as God is there. 
  Actually, these two motifs can serve as splendid 
insights into all the commandments of the Torah. All 
the mitzvot enhance the dignity of the Jew as a Jew; 
they reinforce our nationhood and endow it with 
particular grace. Furthermore, in addition to the 
nationalistic aspect, there is a purely spiritual 
obligation that each individual owes to his Creator. 
  Of course, the two elements of nationalism and 
religion are truly universal. We need no elaboration 
of the prevalence of nationalism as a fact of modern 
experience. What is interesting is the most recent 
confirmation of the irrepressibility of religion as a 
natural inclination of humankind. Only this week we 
read how in Russia itself, on the eve of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Bolshevik revolution, the 
Russians have discovered that the third generation 
born into official governmental atheism still shows 
remarkable signs of religious initiative. The daughter 
of Stalin speaks of God, the Christian sects refuse to 
disappear, and Communist youth publications still 
must debate the existence of God and of religion in 
their newspapers. 
  But whereas the two facts of nationalism and 
religion are indeed universal, with Jews they are 
especially important because they are so intimately 
associated with each other. One category flows into 
the other, and one cannot exist without the other. 
Perhaps this is what our great Kabbalists meant 

when they said in a most interesting comment in the 
Zohar: Who is a child of the Holy One? When one 
reaches his thirteenth year he is called “a child of the 
congregation of Israel”; and when he is twenty years 
old – if he is deserving because of his obedience to 
Torah and the commandments – he is called “a son 
of the Holy One.” And that is why it is written, “You 
are children of the Lord your God”. 
  In other words, the nationalistic awareness and the 
spiritual striving are two levels of maturity that are 
indigenous to every Jew. A Jew cannot attain 
spiritual eminence and fullness unless he is first a 
loyal son of Israel; and once that person has become 
a loyal child of our people, he is on his way to 
becoming a child of God. 
 Indeed, the world saw this when at the capture of 
Old Jerusalem, many young Israelis who had never 
before seen even a picture of tefillin gladly and 
enthusiastically donned tefillin at the Western Wall. 
Once we recognize “for you are a holy people,” then 
we are ready to approach “you are children of the 
Lord your God”; one who is a child of the 
congregation of Israel is on his way to being a child 
of the Holy One. 
  This places upon us religious Jews a dual 
obligation. One is to encourage every manifestation 
of Jewishness, no matter how superficial and 
vacuous it may seem to us who are more committed. 
It means that every self-identification as a Jew is a 
spiritually precious phenomenon. 
  And second, it means that we ourselves must make 
the trek from Jewishness to Judaism, from our 
national consciousness to a spiritual consciousness, 
from being a son of our people to being, as well, a 
son of the Lord our God. 
  Indeed, this is the essence of the month of Elul 
which we welcome this day. The entire summer is 
spent by the Jew in concern with his people, in 
affirming “for you are a holy people.” We observe 
Tisha B’Av, and mourn over the destruction of the 
Holy City, the Temple, and our national 
independence. Then we emerge into Shabbat 
Naĥamu and the shiva deneĥemta (seven Sabbaths of 
consolation), and we entertain the consolations that 
are promised to us in the future – and this year, thank 
God, we were able to experience this consolation in 
the present as well. And then, out of this profound 
awareness of each of us being a “child of the 
congregation of Israel,” we come to the last month of 
the year, the month of repentance when we reach out 
for God Himself. It is during this season of 
repentance, beginning with the new month of Elul 
until the end of the High Holiday season, that we 
recite each day the psalm (27) that begins with 
“LeDavid Hashem ori veyishi.” In it David speaks of 
his confidence in God despite all the enemies that 
beset him. And in one particularly moving verse he 
cries out, “Though my father and mother forsake me, 
nevertheless the Lord will gather me in.” Even when 
the “for you are a holy people” is in jeopardy, even 
when my knowledge that I am a “child of the 
congregation of Israel” is not of much avail to me 
because I, together with my people, am surrounded 
by oppressive and cruel enemies – even then I 
realize that the ultimate anchorage of our people is in 
heaven itself. Though earthly parents abandon us, or 
do not understand us, or have left us orphaned, the 
Lord is our ever loving and eternal Father, and it is 
to Him to whom we look for our ultimate help and 
redemption. 
  That must be our special spiritual orientation on 
this day and for the months and season that follow. 
We must strive for the greater and more mature 
status of being among “the children of the Lord your 
God.” [Excerpt]
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Our Parashah opens: “See, I present before you today a
blessing and a curse.” Rashi z”l explains that the blessing and the
curse refer to the blessing and the curse that would be given on
Har Gerizim and Har Eval, respectively, after Bnei Yisrael would
enter Eretz Yisrael, as described in our Parashah and later in
Parashat Ki Tavo. The Torah instructs that six tribes stand on Har
Gerizim and the other six tribes stand on Har Eval when the
blessings and the curses are recited.

R’ Pinchas ben Pilta z”l (rabbi of Wlodowa, Poland; died 1663)
asks: Why does the opening verse change from singular to plural--
“See (singular), I present before you (plural) today a blessing and
a curse”? Also, why did Rashi point out that the blessing and curse
referred to here are those delivered at Har Gerizim and Har Eval?

R’ Pinchas explains: The Gemara (Kiddushin 40b) teaches that
a person should always view the world as exactly half meritorious
and half “guilty,” such that his next act will determine the fate of
the world. How can one person have such an impact? Because, R’
Pinchas explains, “Kol Yisrael Areivim Zeh B’Zeh” / “All Jews are
responsible for one another.” [This is why, for example, one
person can recite Kiddush for another.] When did this inter-
relationship come into being? Only, say our Sages, once Bnei
Yisrael stood at Har Gerizim and Har Eval.

In this light, R’ Pinchas concludes, our verse can be
understood as follows: Each of you should see, and take
responsibility for, the blessing and the curse that I am placing
before all of you. When? Rashi answers: Once you stand at Har
Gerizim and Har Eval. Perhaps, R’ Pinchas adds, the purpose of
placing six tribes on each mountain was to illustrate the idea that
the world is half meritorious and half guilty, such that each person
can tip the balance. (Berit Shalom)

“Shemittat Kesafim”
While the agricultural aspects of the Shemittah year apply only to the

land and produce of Eretz Yisrael, the Mitzvah of Shemittat Kesafim /
releasing loans applies between Jews anywhere in the world. The source for
that Mitzvah is in this week’s Parashah.

The anonymous sage known only as “a Levi from Barcelona” z”l (Spain;
13th century) writes: One is commanded to abandon debts in the Shemittah
year, as it is written (Devarim 15:3), “Over what you have with your
brother, you shall remit your authority.” It also is written (verse 2): “This
is the matter of the remission: Every creditor shall remit his authority over
what he has lent his fellow; he shall not press his fellow or his brother, for
He has proclaimed a remission for Hashem.”

The Levi from Barcelona continues: Among the purposes of this Mitzvah
is to teach ourselves, among other lofty Middot / character traits, the
Middah of generosity, and, also, to implant in us Bitachon / trust in Hashem.
In that way, we prepare our souls to receive goodness from the Master of
all. Also, forgiving loans builds a strong fence and an iron barrier between
us and the sins of theft and desiring more than is good for us. This is
because we reason to ourselves: If the Torah requires me to forego even
that which is mine, certainly I should not take that which is not mine.

Among the laws associated with this Mitzvah is that the remission of
loans occurs at the end of the Shemittah year, i.e.,, when the sun sets on the
eve of Rosh Hashanah. Debts for purchases made on credit and workers’
wages are not released. [In coming weeks, we will discuss some of these
laws, but please consult a rabbi for practical applications.]

The Levi from Barcelona concludes: This Mitzvah applies according to
Torah law in Eretz Yisrael and everywhere else, but only when the Mitzvah
of Yovel / the Jubilee Year also is in effect. [The Mitzvah of Yovel is not in
effect unless the majority of Jews live in Eretz Yisrael.] Both men and
women are obligated in Shemittat Kesafim. When the Yovel is not in effect,
Shemittat Kesafim applies only by Rabbinic enactment [--a distinction that
will be discussed in a future issue.]  (Sefer Ha’chinuch 477)



3
“You shall observe the festival of Shavuot . . . You shall rejoice . . .
“You shall make the festival of Sukkot . . . You shall rejoice  . . .”  (16:10-

11, 13-14)
R’ Moshe Yitzchak Ashkenazi z”l (1821-1898; Trieste, Italy) writes: There

is no doubt that, on Pesach, one must reflect on the wondrous deeds Hashem
performed when He took us out of Egypt. But, while the Torah commands us to
rejoice on Sukkot and Shavuot, it does not command us to rejoice on Pesach.
Indeed, our Sages record that Hashem rebuked the angels who wished to praise
Him at the Yam Suf: “My handiwork is drowning in the sea, and you are
singing?!”

Rather, R’ Ashkenazi concludes, on Pesach, we should reflect on how Hashem
punishes those who defy His will, and we should take heed and repent from any
wrongdoing.  (Simchat Ha’regel: Drush 3)

R’ Meir Simcha Hakohen (1843-1926; rabbi of Dvinsk, Latvia) writes
similarly: Other nations turn the day they defeated their enemies into an annual
celebration. That is not the Jewish way! We do not rejoice at the downfall of our
enemies, as it is written (Mishlei 22:17), “When your enemy falls, do not rejoice.
. . lest Hashem see, and it will be bad in His eyes.” Therefore, on Pesach, we recall
Hashem’s miracles, but we do not celebrate our enemy’s downfall. Similarly, we
do not observe Purim on the date when Haman was hanged, but only “on the day
when they rested from their enemies” (see Esther 9:22).

R’ Meir Simcha adds: The Egyptians drowned in the Yam Suf on the seventh
day of Pesach, which is a festival. However, the Mitzvah to observe that day was
given before the Exodus, not after the splitting of the sea. Hashem did this so that
we would not mistakenly think we are celebrating the Egyptians’ demise. To the
contrary, we do not even recite the full Hallel on that day.  

(Meshech Chochmah, Shmot 12:16)

What then is the purpose of the seventh day of Pesach? R’ Moshe Schwerd
shlita (Queens, N.Y.) explains:

As noted, Hashem did not permit the angels to sing when the Egyptians
drowned. Yet, Bnei Yisrael did sing! Commentaries explain that there is a
difference between one’s spontaneous song when he is saved from death and
the commemorative song one sings when he recalls that event later. Our
ancestors were permitted to sing spontaneously at the Yam Suf, but we, who
were not there, do not recite the full Hallel. (On the first night of Pesach, when
we are obligated to feel as if we, too, left Egypt, we do recite the full Hallel.) The
song of the angels--bystanders to the drowning of the Egyptians--is more like
commemorative song than the spontaneous type; thus, it was not permitted.

R’ Schwerd concludes: On the seventh day of Pesach, we do not celebrate the
downfall of our enemies. Rather, that day is an opportunity to strengthen our
Emunah--an end that trumps the imperative to not rejoice, at least to the extent
that we may recite “Half-Hallel.”  (Az Yashir: Pesach p.504-505)

2
“Safeguard and listen to all these words that I command you, in order

that it be well with you and your children after you forever, when you do
what is good and right in the eyes of Hashem, your Elokim.”  (12:28)

Rashi z”l writes: “‘What is good’ refers to that which is proper in the eyes of
Hashem. ‘What is . . . right’ refers to that which is proper in the eyes of men.”

R’ Pinchas Naftali Schwartz z”l (1828-1885; Khust, Hungary) asks: How can
Rashi write that “What is right” refers to an action that is proper in the eyes of
men, when the verse says expressly, “What is good and right in the eyes of
Hashem”? He explains:

The Gemara (Chagigah 15b) relates: The sage Rabbah bar Shelah
encountered Eliyahu Hanavi and asked him what Hashem was doing at that
moment. Eliyahu answered, “He is repeating teachings in the names of all of the
sages except for Rabbi Meir.” “Why not Rabbi Meir?” Rabbah bar Shelah asked,
and Eliyahu responded that it was because Rabbi Meir studied Torah under a
heretic. “Nevertheless,” Rabbah bar Shelah protested, “Rabbi Meir found a
pomegranate; he ate the seeds and threw away the peel” [i.e., he took the good
teachings that the heretic offered and disregarded anything inappropriate].
Eliyahu said, “Now Hashem is saying, ‘Meir, my son, says . . .”

Commentaries ask: Surely Hashem knew that Rabbi Meir took only good
from his teacher. Why did He wait for Rabbah bar Shelah to say so? They
answer: A person must be “clean” not only in the eyes of Hashem, but also in the
eyes of men. Otherwise, even Hashem is not pleased with him.

That, writes R’ Schwartz, is what Rashi is teaching as well. In order to be
“good and right in the eyes of Hashem” you must not only be proper in the eyes
of Hashem, but also proper in the eyes of men.  (Nefesh Tovah)

“You are children to Hashem, your Elokim . . .”  (14:1)
R’ Yaakov Moshe Charlap z”l (1882-1951; rabbi of Yerushalayim’s Sha’arei

Chessed neighborhood and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Merkaz Harav) writes: We
have one relationship with Hashem as children to a father, and another
relationship with Him as servants to a master. Each has its place. The greatness
of serving Hashem as a servant is that it is a relationship that is always fresh.
Each time one accepts Hashem’s yoke upon himself, he renews his relationship
as a servant to Him. In contrast, a child is born to his parent only once, so that
relationship is static.

How does one renew his relationship with Hashem constantly? R’ Charlap
asks. By recognizing that Hashem renews Creation at every moment, thus
renewing His relationship with each individual. [R’ Chaim of Volozhin z”l
(Belarus; 1749-1821) explains in Nefesh Ha’Chaim: Man, like all of Creation, has
no independent ability to exist. Only because Hashem wills our existence
constantly do we exist from one moment to the next.] This recognition is a lofty
level, and very few have merited to serve Hashem as a servant--among them
Moshe Rabbeinu (see Bemidbar 12:7--“Moshe avdi”) and King David (see Tehilim
132:10--“David avdecha”).  (Mei Marom: Sha’arei De’ah, Vol. 19, p.511)



 

ISRAEL WARNS HEZBOLLAH ATTACK ON GAS FIELD MAY MEAN 
WAR (YNet 8/22/22) 
Israel on Monday warned Lebanon's Hezbollah any attack on its gas assets 
could spark war, after the terrorist group threatened to "sever" Israel's hands 
if it taps a disputed offshore field. 
The warning from Defense Minister Benny Gantz comes amid lengthy 
negotiations between the eastern Mediterranean neighbors to settle a 
dispute over their maritime border. 
Tensions spiked in June when a vessel chartered by Israel arrived near the 
Karish offshore gas field, which Lebanon claims is within contested waters. 
Israel said on July 2 that it had downed three drones launched by Hezbollah 
toward Karish. 
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah said on August 9 that "the hand that 
reaches for any of this wealth will be severed". 
Asked if any attack by Hezbollah against an Israeli gas field could lead to 
war, Gantz said: "Yes, that could trigger a reaction leading to several days of 
fighting and to a military campaign. We are strong and prepared for this 
scenario, but we don't want it," the minister told 103 FM Radio. 
Gantz said extraction from the gas field would begin "when it is ready to 
produce", reaffirming Israel's claim to Karish. 
"The State of Israel is both ready to protect its assets and ready to reach a 
deal with the Lebanese government, via American mediation, on the Sidon 
deposit," he said in reference to a gas field known in Lebanon as Qana. 
"I believe that in the future, there will be two gas platforms. One on our side, 
one on theirs. And I hope that we do not have to go through another round of 
confrontations before then." 
Israel and Lebanon last fought a devastating conflict in 2006 and remain 
officially at war, with United Nations peacekeepers patrolling the land border. 
Negotiations on the maritime border resumed in 2020, with the talks stalling 
before being revived in June. 
The initial discussions focused on a disputed area of 860 square kilometers 
(332 square miles), in accordance with Lebanon's claims registered at the 
UN in 2011. Beirut subsequently requested the area be expanded by a 
further 1,430 square kilometers, which includes part of the Karish field that 
Israel states is within its exclusive economic zone recognized by the UN.  
 
ISRAELI F-35S FLYING OVER IRAN (Arutz-7 8/24/22) 
Israeli military aircraft have been flying over Iranian airspace, according to a 
report by Saudi Arabian news site Elaph. 
According to the report, Israel F-35s have flown over Iran several times in 
recent months. 
It was also reported that the US and Israel recently conducted a joint 
exercise simulating an attack on Iranian military installations and the 
takeover of regime installations in Tehran, as a continuation of other 
exercises simulating similar situations. 
 
GANTZ CITES PARTS OF JERUSALEM AS 'POSSIBLE' PALESTINIAN 
CAPITAL (Israel Hayom 8/22/22) 
There are places within the Jerusalem area that the Palestinians could 
consider their capital, Defense Minister Benny Gantz said Monday. 
"I repeat and insist that Jerusalem is the unified capital of the State of Israel," 
he said in an interview with 103FM Radio. 
"And I do not see how we can continue towards an arrangement [with the 
Palestinians] in the coming years, but we must begin by initiating processes 
to reduce the conflict and strengthen security," he said. 

Gantz continued, saying it was essential to prevent a "bi-national" state, "a 
situation that no one wants." 
"There are villages in the east that the Palestinians call Jerusalem, and they 
are not in the metropolitan area of Jerusalem," he explained, adding: "It is 
possible to define them as a capital." 
However, according to him, these are matters of debate that should be 
discussed "in the end," and "Jerusalem will remain unified." 
Former IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. (res.) Gadi Eizenkot, who joined Gantz's 
National Unity Party last week before the Nov. 1 legislative elections, also 
recently stressed the need to separate from the Palestinians. 
Gantz also said he was confident in this union that brings together different 
blocs and believes it can talk with all components of the political spectrum. 
"Those who, in a clear left-wing position, consider 'two states for two peoples' 
as a solution are living in an illusion, and those who, in a radical right-wing 
position, think of a state without Arabs in the West Bank, are living in a 
greater illusion," he said on Kan Reshet Bet. 
 
ISRAELI PM LAPID REFUSES TO MEET WITH NORWAY'S FOREIGN 
MINISTER (i24NEWS 8/24/22) 
Israel's Foreign Ministry rejected a request from Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Anniken Huitfeldt to meet the Israeli premier Yair Lapid during her visit to the 
Jewish state next month.  
A few days ago, the Deputy Director General of Israel's Foreign Affairs 
Ministry, Aliza Bin-Noun, met with Norway's Ambassador to Israel, Kåre 
Reidar Aas, who conveyed to her the Norwegian minister's request to meet 
with the Israeli prime minister and foreign minister.  
In response, Bin-Noun reminded the ambassador of Norway's negative 
moves toward the State of Israel and made her understand that also due to 
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the elections, a meeting with Lapid would be impossible.  
In June, Israel declared itself outraged after the Norwegian government's 
decision to mark food products from West Bank settlements.  
Norway, which is not a member of the European Union, justified its decision 
with a 2019 European Court of Justice ruling that food products from "Israeli-
occupied areas" had to be labeled so as not to mislead the consumer about 
the origin of the product.  
A report published about a year ago by the Israel advocacy group and 
research institute NGO Monitor found that Norway, the largest donor to the 
Palestinian Authority, also funds anti-Israel organizations including the BDS 
boycott movement.  
That same year, Norway's largest pension fund announced that it withdrew 
its investments from 16 companies linked to West Bank settlements. 
 
GALON WINS MERETZ PRIMARY VOTE TO LEAD LEFTIST ISRAELI 
PARTY (Ha’aretz 8/23/22) 
Some 20,000 members of Israel’s Meretz party voted Tuesday in the left-
wing party’s primary ahead of the November 1 general election. Zehava 
Galon, who resigned as party leader five years ago after serving in the 
Knesset since 1999, beat out retired general Yair Golan. 
In the second place on the roster, was Mozi Raz, followed by Michal Rozin, 
Ali Salalha, then Golan and finally Nitzan Horowitz, who is the outgoing 
chairman. The most optimistic polls give the leftist party no more than six 
Knesset seats, meaning the former party leader will likely not make it into the 
next legislature. 
Voters headed to the polls to cast two ballots, one for a new party leader and 
the other for a Knesset slate. The race was between 66-year-old veteran 
politician Galon and former Israel Defense Forces deputy chief of staff Yair 
Golan, once Benjamin Netanyahu’s candidate for army chief of staff. 
Golan, who currently serves as Deputy Economy and Industry Minister, 
brought a sharp, aggressive tone to the battle against Galon, accusing her of 
representing a “closed, elitist sour-faced Tel Aviv-centric” party. He has also 
attacked her for saying that the party should be welcoming and inclusive of 
Arab citizens who shouldn’t be “forced to call themselves Zionists.” 
Galon termed Golan’s broadsides against her “Trumpist” and accused him of 
“spreading lies, both against me personally and against the party as a whole, 
which is causing us terrible damage.” 
Golan has called Galon's comeback “unhealthy,” stating that she represents 
the past – that is, a “closed, bitter, self-righteous” party. She compared his 
style to that of far-right MK Itamar Ben-Gvir and said the political system is 
full of generals and there’s no need for another. 
He wants to focus on the Arab-Israeli conflict. She’s primarily identified with 
human and civil rights. 
So far, public opinion polls show that under Golan’s leadership, the party 
would only barely pass the threshold with four Knesset seats, while under 
Galon’s leadership it usually gets a more comfortable six Knesset seats. 
 
ISRAELI SETTLERS OUTRAGED AFTER TEL AVIV SCHOOLS USE 
GREEN LINE IN MAPS (JPost 8/23/22) 
The Tel Aviv Municipality has started hanging maps of Israel in schools with 
the Green Line marked, despite an Education Ministry prohibition on the 
matter, after a decision was made by mayor Ron Huldai. Haaretz first 
reported on the decision to hang the maps on Sunday. 
According to the Education Ministry, the only maps that are allowed to be 
used in educational institutions are those that are prepared by the Survey of 
Israel (SOI) and receive its approval. The ministry criticized the municipality's 
decision to distribute the unapproved maps to schools. 
"This is an amateur and non-professional map, invented by the Tel Aviv 
Municipality. This is reflected in the cartography and the trending use of the 
term 'sovereignty line,'" the ministry stated, clarifying that "the map was not 
submitted for approval by the Education Ministry, and therefore it is not 
approved for study nor for use as a poster on the walls." 
The heads of the settlements were also outraged. "Students from the  

schools in Efrat will visit Tel Aviv during the coming school year, even 
though the mayor of Tel Aviv doesn't like us that much, it turns out, or sees 
us as not legitimate residents of Israel," said council head Oded Ravivi. 
The head of the Beit El Council, Shai Alon, said that "the conduct of the Tel 
Aviv Municipality, where there are probably not many people who like the 
settlements in Judea and Samaria, is part of a broad symptom in which the 
political instability and the lack of political horizons vis-à-vis the Palestinians 
lead to the independent conduct of various parties that manage the conflict 
as seen by the eyes and lead to the prevailing chaos as far as Judea and 
Samaria is concerned." 
"The Tel Aviv-Jaffa Municipality is a leader in education and puts education 
at the top of its list of priorities. An excellent education includes knowledge of 
the world, skills and values. All three are embodied in the professional map 
that was painstakingly made by an expert cartographer, for the city's 
students. 
"It is important that they know the borders between us and other countries 
and the borders of Israeli sovereignty and the complex reality in certain 
areas." 
"For us at the Tel Aviv-Jaffa Municipality, it is important that the students 
know not only the city and the area they live in but the entire country - that 
they know where each locality is, how many people live there and what the 
composition of the population is. It is important that they know the borders 
between us and other countries and the borders of Israeli sovereignty and 
the complex reality in certain areas. It is important that they get to know the 
Middle East and know how small Israel is compared to the countries around 
it. This is knowledge that is necessary for everyone. 
"We are sure that the principals of our schools and educational teams, who 
know their students best of all, will know how to lead and adapt the discourse 
for them, even when it is complex; They will know how to show the Israeli 
situation as it is in reality - sometimes controversial, sometimes subject to 
change and sometimes changing according to political-government policy. All 
these are part of the history, the present and the common future of all of us. 
"We note that the process of working on the map was a serious and in-depth 
process, during which we approached the Education Ministry and SOI with a 
request to provide a map and data, but none were provided. 
"The production of the map took two years, during in-depth work that 
investigates each and every part and brings the reality as it is, without 
mediation and without censorship, and allows children a real and reliable 
perception of the area. Today the maps will be hung in all classrooms in the 
schools in the city." 
 
ISRAEL'S TRANSPORT MINISTER EXAMINES LIGHT RAIL OPERATION 
ON SHABBAT (YNet 8/24/22) 
Transport Minister Merav Michaeli on Wednesday, instructed the NTA Transit 
System, which is the operator of the new light rail train in the Tel Aviv 
Metropolitan Area still under construction, to examine the option of operating 
on Saturdays, Just two and half months ahead of the November elections. 
Michaeli requested the company report back with budgetary and contractual 
implications. The transport minister said that not running the light rail train on 
Saturdays, would have significant impacts on those in the public who do not 
own a private vehicle.  
Under a long-lasting status quo agreement, public transportation does not 
operate from early Friday evenings, until late on Saturday, out of 
consideration for the feelings of the religious public. 
Religious politicians accused the minister of pandering to her voters because 
of her party's precarious position in polling. Michaeli is the leader of the Labor 
Party which is at a risk of failing to win the necessary support to be included 
in the next Knesset, according to some pre election polls.  
The minister cited the investment she valued at tens of billions of shekels, as 
the reason for using the advanced transportation system seven days a week, 
adding that its operation on Saturday would bring with it broader economic 
benefits, as well as reduction in the cost of living in the greater Tel Aviv 
Metropolitan area. 
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"Citizens of Israel deserve to see an end to the weekend blockade," said 
Michael. "Today, more and more of the Israeli public is in need of public 
transportation during the weekend … I call on the prime minister not to waste 
this historic window of opportunity that has opened up to join me in my move 
to change public transportation in Israel," she said. 
Last November, Michaeli first said she would seek to see the light train 
operate seven days a week but the matter had not been advanced since.  
In an interview, Michaeli said that she believes the next government will 
reach an agreement on the matter. "I have no doubt that we will reach 
agreements that will enable every Israeli, the true freedom of mobility on 
every day of the week," she said.  
Mayor of Tel Aviv Ron Huldai also agreed that the light rail train should 
operate on Saturdays, sparking controversy. While, many residents of his city 
agree with his stance, those in the predominately ultra-Orthodox neighboring 
city of Bnei Brak think otherwise.  
"This initiative shows a complete loss of values and the destruction of the 
status quo, while hurting the feelings of an absolute majority of Israeli 
citizens," the Haredi religious conservative party United Torah Judaism said 
in response.  
 
ISRAELI, GERMAN ARCHEOLOGISTS RECONSTRUCT HASMONEAN 
DESTRUCTION OF GREEK CITY (JPost 8/21/22) 
When exactly did the Hasmoneans – descendants of the Maccabees of 
Hanukkah fame – destroy the Greek town Tel Iztabba in present-day Israel 
by a military campaign? Until now, it has been suggested by archaeologists 
that the ruling Hasmonean dynasty did so between 111 BCE and 107 BCE. 
But according to new Israeli/German research, based on the remains of 
chicken bones, snail shells and plant remains – as well as written evidence – 
the year, as well as the exact season in which this occurred, has been 
determined. 
Prof. Oren Tal Marco Nadler of the Institute for Archaeology at the Tel Aviv 
University and Prof. Achim Lichtenberger from the Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics” at the University of Münster in Germany determined 
for the first time that this historical event took place in the spring of 107 BCE. 
“The seasonal nature of archaeological evidence has come to the forefront of 
archaeological research in recent years,” they wrote. “Historical events are 
often recounted in history books as simply part of a year’s occurrences. The 
time of the year and accompanying season, however, also have an impact 
on the course of historical events.” 
Moreover, if such events leave archaeological traces, the particular season, 
which can affect the population’s behavior, may affect the structure of the 
archaeological record, they continued. 
“In other words, whether an event, such as the destruction of a domestic 
building, took place in summer or winter is reflected in the archaeological 
record. Consequently, the archaeological evidence needs to be interpreted 
with a consideration of seasonality in mind.” 
What did they come across? 
They came across chicken leg bones in the dwellings destroyed by the 
Hasmoneans, who according to Flavius Josephus in The Antiquities of the 
Jews, got their name from an ancestor Hasmoneus (Hasmon). 
Josephus was a first-century Roman-Jewish historian and military leader, 
best known for The Jewish War, who was born in Jerusalem, then part of 
Roman Judea, to a father of priestly descent and a mother who claimed royal 
ancestry. He initially fought against the Romans during the First Jewish–
Roman War as head of Jewish forces in Galilee, until surrendering in 67 CE 
to Roman forces led by Vespasian after a six-week siege of Yodfat. 
Analyzing the archaeological finds revealed residues containing marrow that 
served to produce eggshells during the laying season in spring. This 
indicates that the chickens were slaughtered in spring, noted Lichtenberger 
and his Israeli colleague. 
They have just published their findings in the journal Antiquity under the title 
“For everything there is a season: More than a year of destruction at 
Seleucid Tel Iztabba.” 

“We also discovered the shells of field snails, which were often eaten at this 
time of year.”  Botanical examinations of the remnants of flowers on the 
floors of the dwellings reveal that these plants flowered in spring. 
Analysis of the objects is always accompanied by analysis of written 
evidence: “The contemporary Hebrew scroll of Megillat Ta’anit about the 
Hasmonean conquest, also known as the Scripture of the Fast, reports the 
expulsion of the inhabitants in the Hebrew month of Sivan, which 
corresponds to our May/June. Only the multiplicity of analytical methods 
makes precise statements possible.” 
“The destruction of the Greek town Tel Iztabba in present-day Israel during a 
military campaign waged by the Hasmoneans, a Judean ruling dynasty in the 
2nd and 1st centuries BC, has so far been dated to between 111 and 107 
BCE”, says Lichtenberger. “More recent research dates it to 108/107 BCE, 
based on coin finds and the siege of the city of Samaria at the same time. 
Now, using our multi-proxy approach that makes use of several analytical 
methods, we can for the first time date the events with certainty to the spring 
of 107 BCE.” 
From an archaeological point of view, this makes spring the season of 
destruction,” said the team. This underlines previous findings on Hellenistic 
warfare, as military offensives usually took place in spring and early summer. 
“The individual data taken on their own would not justify determining such a 
clear chronology,” they stressed. 
“Only by taking an overall view of the results from all analytical methods can 
we provide more precise information about the time of the destruction of Tel 
Iztabba, and thus about the course of the Hasmonean campaign. The finds 
must therefore be interpreted in the light of the seasons.” 
 
MACCABI HAIFA'S CHAMPIONS LEAGUE ADVANCE STUNS ISRAELIS 
(Israel Hayom 8/24/22) 
Israel's Maccabi Haifa soccer club on Tuesday advanced to the Champions 
League group stage for the first time in over a decade, beating Serbia's Red 
Star Belgrade 5-4 on aggregate in the Balkan country. 
Following a thrilling 3-2 win at Sammy Ofer Stadium in the northern Israel city 
of Haifa last week, Maccabi's win came in dramatic style on a 90th-minute 
own-goal from the Serbian side, clinching the 2-2 tie. 
The win means Israel's "Greens" will join 31 other teams in European 
soccer's biggest competition, where it will compete against the best-of-the-
best teams for a shot at the UEFA Championship. 
It will be Maccabi Haifa's third-ever appearance in the group stage, and the 
first for an Israeli team since Maccabi Tel Aviv's run in 2015. Haifa found 
itself in a hole early after a goal in the 27th minute and another score 15 
minutes later, going down 2-0. 
But seconds after an Israeli penalty shot was blocked, Maccabi defender 
Daniel Sundgren sent a strike from almost 100 feet out to make the score 2-1 
heading into halftime. As a scoreless second half came to a close and the 
teams headed to a tie on aggregate – the combined number of goals scored 
over two or more games – a corner kick by Maccabi's Omer Atzili was 
awkwardly deflected by a Serbian player, sending it into his own net to give 
Israel the lead and the win. 
"You've brought great pride to all Israelis," Israel's Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
said in a congratulatory message to the team. "We'll be crossing our fingers 
for you in the Champions League." 
 
HOW AND WHY ISRAELIS STOPPED VOTING FOR THE LEFT (Alon 
Pinkas, Ha’aretz 8/24/22) 
In the last 20 years, Israel has had nine elections. The upcoming November 
1 election will be the 10th in the cycle, and before every single one of these 
campaigns, the same questions were raised: “What’s the problem with the 
left?” “What happened to the left?” “What’s left of the left?” 
A derivative question – often asked by American Jews – is: “Who are and 
where are the Israeli liberals?” Not “liberal” in the U.S. political sense, but 
liberal democrats. 
Some ask it gloatingly, some in desperation, others out of political curiosity  
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and astonishment. How could the historic Israeli left, a political movement 
that successfully founded and led the country against all odds, dissolve so 
quickly and be relegated to political insignificance? 
The only social democratic movement in history that established a country 
and developed a functioning and durable democracy is on the precipice of 
oblivion. The Labor Party and Meretz (a third-generation descendant of old 
Labor) are the remnants of a political force that built and ran Israel. Together, 
they have 13 seats in the outgoing Knesset – a number that is unlikely to 
grow come November. 
It is very tough, depressing, dispiriting and often politically lethal for a political 
party entrenched in history to transition from a dominant policymaker, 
agenda setter and opinion shaper to marginal advocate with minimal impact 
on national policies, diminishing appeal and sharply dwindling influence on 
the electorate. 
For a variety of avoidable and inexorable reasons, this is exactly what has 
happened to the Israeli left. 
There are historical and political causes that explain its decline and fall. In no 
particular order of importance or level of impact, here are the five trends that 
determined the Israeli left’s political fate... 
1. The label “left” has become a political code word, a cultural euphemism
and dog whistle of sorts to describe, generally, “everything that I am not” and, 
ergo, “everything that I am against.” 
It started with the decline in influence and diminishing dominance of the 
Israeli WASP: White, Ashkenazi, Sabra, Paratrooper. 
These are the people who founded the State of Israel and occupied most, if 
not all, of the key positions in the defense, intelligence and political 
establishment, as well as in the economy and culture. 
But that decline, precipitated by both demographic and ethnic trends and 
Likud leader Menachem Begin’s election victory in 1977, later 
metamorphosed into a much more visceral and divisive trend: the distinction 
between “Jew” and “Israeli.” 
While advising Benjamin Netanyahu, political consultant Arthur Finkelstein 
expressed it as a pure political equation: Ask someone if they are “more 
Jewish” or “more Israeli.” If they answer “Israeli,” they are leftists and we are 
“Jews.” 
That would be the rough equivalent of those “real Americans” who, of course, 
love America, versus those “coastal liberal elites” who are constantly critical 
of their country and therefore don’t really love America. 
According to this division, Jews love Israel unconditionally, will always 
believe Israel is right, have a communal sense of togetherness and shared 
fate, respect Jewish tradition, verge on being “religious light,” will always be 
suspicious of Arabs and dislike the world. 
The “Israeli” is usually a “woke,” secular, cosmopolitan Ashkenazi (i.e., of 
European descent) who feels equally at home in Tel Aviv, Berlin or New 
York, cares deeply about the LGBTQ community and Palestinians, is quick to 
criticize their country and is a culturally condescending snob who reeks of 
latent racism. 
With the prevalence of Netanyahu’s Trumpian terminology and labeling, “left” 
ceased to be a political inclination, set of values or policy principles. Instead, 
it became a cultural group. The mainstream Israeli who always voted for left-
wing parties found refuge in that vast, desolate but comfort zone-offering 
space called “the Center,” where they thought a convenient triangulation of 
left and right ideas and personalities would be politically appealing. 
2. The elites are “left,” by nature and by definition. The Israeli “left” is, in
European terms, economically and socially “right” – but that doesn’t matter 
because of cynical identity politics. 
The military high command, the justice system and academia are all “left.” If 
you are the chief of staff of the Israel Defense Forces, a district court judge, 
chairman of a bank, developer or CEO of a high-tech company, history or 
physics professor at a university or head of the cardiology department at a 
hospital, you are the elite. And the elite is “left.” The elites discriminated 
against our parents and grandparents who were treated as perennial second-
class citizens, never sharing in power, so the argument goes. We vote  

against the elites, it’s that simple. 
A person who supports ending the occupation is a leftist. But so is the one 
going to the opera, the one reading Haaretz and the one who dislikes the 
ultra-Orthodox not serving in the military and enjoying substantial 
government stipends. 
The populist, demagogic and deliberately incendiary discourse of the 
Netanyahu years – much like Trump in the United States and other quasi-
authoritarians throughout the world – contributed to the creation of an 
unbridgeable chasm between “the left” and mainstream Israelis. The chasm 
was never real, but it was effectively and artfully executed. 
It is immaterial that Likud has been in power for most of the last 45 years. 
The entitled, privileged “elites” control the country, try to impose and dictate 
values. In other words, the “left” still rules. The least we can do is not vote for 
them. 
Second- and third-generation prospective center-left voters don’t want to be 
associated with the negative connotation that “left” has, so they vote for the 
flavor-of-the-election centrist party. 
3. The Israeli left was always identified with a “peace process.” Critics and
detractors will correctly point to the Israeli left’s complicity in both the 
occupation, the settlements and the failure to find a solution. Yet the left’s 
political sins, mistakes and misjudgments pale in comparison to the political 
and nationalistic right. 
But the left made a colossal strategic mistake when communicating to 
Israelis the imperative necessity to disassociate from the Palestinians. By 
conflating “peace” with “end of occupation,” it committed two major errors: 
promising the unattainable; and being identified more with the rights of the 
Palestinians than with the plight and suffering of Israelis during a “peace 
process” era replete with heinous and murderous acts of terrorism. 
Against the background of a failing and collapsing peace process, rather than 
revisit and rewrite a foreign policy and defense narrative, recalibrate and 
make the necessary adjustments, the left’s response was to double down on 
the Palestinian issue. It was Prime Minister Ariel Sharon – hardly a “leftist” 
but always a pragmatist – who chartered a map to end the occupation 
without the flowery political poetics of peace. Once he left the political scene 
in 2006, the course was set. There was no longer a viable “left.” 
4. Israelis are by-and-large centrists. They are middle of the road, “I don’t
trust the Palestinians, nor do I want to control, let alone annex, the 
territories.” Ever since Sharon, that magical formula was offered to them by 
“the center”: a series of parties, from Sharon and Ehud Olmert’s Kadima to 
Kahol Lavan in 2019-2021, to current Prime Minister Yair Lapid’s Yesh Atid, 
that promised a comfort zone, delivered nothing, yet the jaded and 
disillusioned Israeli found comfort there. We dislike the nationalistic right-wing 
profoundly, we despise Netanyahu, we no longer believe in the left. What’s 
left? The nondescript center. 
5. There’s a prevailing myth that “Israel moved sharply to the right.” It is
based on two simple determinations: Israelis no longer believe in a peace 
process; and if you subtract the Arab voters (20 percent of the population), 
you’ll get a clear right-wing, extreme right-wing and religious majority. Even 
without the fallacy of subtracting the Arab vote, this is wrong. If you take 
right-wing elements in the anti-Netanyahu coalition and add them to the total 
right-wing numbers, you’ll get a right-wing majority. True. 
But if you hold a referendum on: annexing the West Bank (Judea and 
Samaria), one binational state for Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs, and 
deconstructing the Israeli welfare state, including universal health care 
(established, by the way, by “the left”), you are likely to get at least a 60 
percent NO vote. 
Israelis haven’t rejected the left’s message, but they have comprehensively 
repudiated the left’s political messengers. The Israeli left has done very little 
to change that and when it tried, it hit the “anti-elitism” brick wall. 
So, around 50 percent or more of Israelis generally espouse “left” positions 
on issues of war and peace and social democracy, yet only 11 percent vote 
for left-wing parties. That is the reality of contemporary Israeli politics, and it 
is not about to change. 



You are the children of Hashem your G-d; you shall not cut yourselves and you shall not make any 

baldness between your eyes for the dead. (14:1) 

The Torah introduces the prohibition against mutilating oneself when mourning for the dead with the 

statement, “You are the children of Hashem your G-d.” The commentaries offer various explanations connecting 

the two parts of the verse. Rashi explains that we are prohibited from making cuttings or incisions when we 

mourn, which was the practice of the Amorites, “because you are children of Hashem and it is therefore fitting 

that you appear nice and not full of cuts and with hair torn out.” 

It is incumbent on each of us to realize the greatness that is inherent within us. As children of Hashem and His 

representatives on earth, we have a responsibility to present ourselves to the world in a way that is in keeping 

with that role. We are, therefore, charged with always ensuring that our appearance is dignified and presentable. 

This recognition, however, should not only impact our outward appearance, but is also the most basic and 

necessary tenet for spiritual growth. Rabbeinu Yonah opens his work, Shaarei Ha’avodah, by stating that the 

first step in growing in one’s service of Hashem is knowing one’s own worth and recognizing one’s greatness 

and importance. A person who recognizes their intrinsic greatness, when faced with a challenge, will be able to 

say, “a person of my stature, who has so many positive traits and comes from such great heritage, could sin 

before G-d?” 

As we begin the month of Elul, the month of “Ani l’dodi v’dodi li – I am to my beloved and my beloved is to 

me,” our first task is to realize the special relationship we have with Hashem and the unique status that we have 

as a result. If we can recognize how special and beloved we are before Hashem, then we can reexamine our 

actions and character traits in a brand new light. This can be the first and most important step towards elevating 

ourselves in time for Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.  

Wishing you a Good Shabbos!

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org

Re’eh 5782 

Presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Kollel Scholar and Director of Special Projects 
From our archives

Recognize Your Greatness! 



 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

The blessing, that you hearken to the commandments of 

Hashem your G-d… (11:27)   

You will receive the blessings on condition that you listen to 

the commandments of Hashem (Rashi).  

If you follow my decrees… then I will provide rain in the 

proper times… (Bechukosai 26:3)   

If you involve yourself in Torah study, then you will receive the 

blessings (Rashi).   

Are the blessings on account of Torah study or on account 

of the fulfillment of the mitzvos? 

In halacha, blood is compared to which liquid? 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?  

1. I must be destroyed.

2. I cause impurity.

3. I can cause the destruction of a city.

4. I am strange.

#2 WHO AM I ?  

Last Week’s Answers 

1. I am the soul.

2. Use salt.

3. I am red.

4. I am not stupid.

#1 Earth (I was for Yaakov, I was for Moshe, The 

snake bites me, I am for trampling.) 

#2 The 2nd Paragraph of Shema (I am the second 

of three, I am every morning and evening, I have 

blessings, I have curses.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

Last week’s riddle:  

Which verse in this week’s parsha is used in Shemoneh Esrei? 

Answer: Hakeil hagodol hagibor v’hanorah (10:17) 

Parashas Re'eh (15:1-2) contains the commandments to remit debts “at the end of 

seven years” (shemitas kesafim). The Torah explicitly acknowledges that these 

commandments may have the unintended consequence of dissuading people from 

lending, and it explicitly prohibits this and demands the extending of credit regardless: 

Beware lest there be a lawless thought in your heart saying, “The seventh year 

approaches, the remission year,” and you will look malevolently upon your destitute 

brother and refuse to give him – then he may appeal against you to Hashem, and it will 

be a sin upon you. 

You shall surely give him, and let your heart not feel bad when you give him, for in 

return for this matter, Hashem, your G-d, will bless you in all your deeds and in your every 

undertaking. (15:9-10). 

Rambam rules: 

One who refrains from lending money to a colleague before the Sabbatical year lest 

[the repayment] of the debt be delayed and it be nullified, violates a negative 

commandment … It is a severe sin ... The Torah objected to this evil thought and called it 

"wicked" and the verse continued warning and commanding one not to refrain [from 

lending], but to give [the loan] ... [Indeed,] the Holy One, blessed be He, promised that 

the reward for this mitzvah will be granted in this world, as [the verse continues:] "Because 

of this G-d will bless you." (Shemitah ve-Yovel 9:30) 

Ironically, the Mishnah explains that due to the popular failure to abide by these 

precepts, Hillel the Elder were forced to institute the mechanism of prozbul which 

practically vitiates the commandments of shemitas kesafim: 

[A loan secured by] a prozbul is not cancelled. This was one of the things enacted by 

Hillel the Elder; for when he observed people refraining from lending to one another, and 

thus transgressing what is written in the Torah ... Hillel enacted the prozbul (Shevi’is 10:3). 

The Talmud elaborates: 

What is the meaning of the word prozbol? Rav Ḥisda said: An ordinance [pros] of 

bulei and butei. Bulei, these are the wealthy … Butei, these are the poor … (Gittin 

36b-37a) 

Rashi explains that the prozbol benefits the rich, who will no longer lose their capital 

due to the remission of loans that they make, and the poor, who will no longer be denied 

credit. 

Kollel classes resume this Sunday, Rosh Chodesh Elul, August 28! 
Sunday Classes 

Sunday Brunch & Learn 
9:50am @ YISE 

For men 
4 classes to choose from 

Parsha Explorations 
8:00pm @ KMS & on Zoom 

For men and women 
Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 

On the Same Page Gemara 
8:15pm on Zoom 

For men 
Rabbi Menachem Winter 

Chumash Expositions 
8:15pm on Zoom 

For men and women 
Rabbi Zacharia Schwartz 

(Zoom links at gwckollel.org) 

https://thegreaterwashingtoncommunitykollel.com/about
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