
YISE Programs and Listings
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and 
Holidays by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos morning. The Shiur will be given by Rabbi Moshe 
Holzer this Shabbos. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman will give the Gemara Shiur after the Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush, learning 
Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. 
Seeing the Hand of Hashem…In History - Presented by the YISE Meaningful Tefilah Project. Next lecture with Mrs. Channah Cohen on Sunday, 
August, 21, 10:30 AM in person at YISE and Zoom A. Recordings at wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem See flyer for details. 
Minyan Moves - All Ashkenazi Shacharis and Mincha/Maariv Minyanim on Tuesday, August 23, and Wednesday, August 24, will take place in 
the Social Hall in order to allow cleaning of the Belonofsky Sanctuary carpeting and pews. 
Cheryl Stern Community Kelim Mikvah at YISE Cleaning - The Kelim Mikvah will be closed for cleaning from Tuesday, August 23, through 
Thursday, August 25. 
Online YISE Cholim List - Our Cholim list is now automated. Go to https://wp.yise.org/cholim to add a name to the list. The list will be used for 
the Mi Sheberach for Cholim made at the 8:45 Minyanim on Monday, Thursday, and Shabbos. If you have specific questions about Mi Sheberach 
guidelines, contact Rabbi Rosenbaum. For any other questions about the Cholim list, contact Seth Katz at sethkatz@yise.org 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
August 19 - 20, 2022 - 23 Av 5782 - Parshas Eikev/Mevorchim Hachodesh 

Light Candles by 7:39 - Havdalah 8:39 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

COVID-19 Updates
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccine (16

years of age or older), but who chooses to not be vaccinated may 
attend YISE Minyanim and events with the following guidelines. 
Unvaccinated individuals must remain masked at all times while in the 
Shul building, including at Kiddushes and/or other events containing 
food. Masks may not be removed to eat or drink. Exceptions will be 
made for private functions being held at the Shul, but that are not Shul 
sponsored events. 

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not come to
shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills, muscle aches, sore
throat, severe cough, headache, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue,
congestion or runny nose, or new loss of sense of taste or smell. If you
have tested positive for COVID, you should follow the CDC
guidelines.

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for children under
16.

• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE building.
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return 
our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we 
navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals 
and as a community. 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by Judy & David Marwick and Debi & Max Rudmann
to commemorate the first Yahrzeit of Avi West, Z”L, on 26th of Menachem Av, 

and by Yale Ginsburg in honor of his wife Sahra and their celebration of their 37th wedding anniversary. 

YISE Youth Announcements
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, August 20, from 10:00 AM until Shul 
ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler room off the 
Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) in the room behind the 
balcony. Ages 6-9 years (girls only) will meet at Shomrai and walk over 
to the Yeshiva. For more information, contact Debbie Katz at 
dkatz@yise.org  
Summer Shabbos Group Updates: Older boys summer Shabbos groups 
are canceled through August 27. Older girls and preschool summer 
Shabbos groups will continue as usual through August 27. There will 
be no Shabbos groups on Labor Day weekend, September 3. Our 
outstanding school year Shabbos groups begin again on September 10!! 
Calling All Rising 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi Rosenbaum is learning 
weekly with rising 5th and 6th grade boys one hour before Mincha in the 
YISE Social Hall. Bring your hard questions! Refreshments will be 
served.  
Parsha in the Park - Meet up with your buddies in the park, hear 
some Parsha insights, and cool off with delicious treats! 4:00 PM in 
the Kemp Mill Urban Park (across from YISE) on August 20. See 
flyer for details. 

Shabbos Schedule 
Minyan locations are listed as B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, 

S = Social Hall, LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis 
Medrash 

Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 7:39, and not before 6:32
• Mincha: 6:15 (Plag, S), 6:40 (B), 7:40 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:30 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:35 (B), 7:30 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends: 8:39
Divrei Torah/Shiurim: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Hillel Shaps 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Moshe Holzer 
• Shiur after Mincha Rabbi Netanel Wiederblank 
Kiddush Sponsors: 
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored in honor of

Sahra & Yale for being wonderful parents and for their
wedding anniversary, by their kids: Elazar, Devora, Avi, Rachel,
Naftali, Miryam, and Daniel.

• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by Jorden Brinn on his
retirement from a career with the federal government and by
Nancy & Bruce James in honor of their 40th wedding
anniversary.

Mazal Tov 
• Lois & Sid Meyers on the birth of a great-grandson. Mazal Tov

to parents Esther Perel & Mordechai Strauss of Lakewood, NJ,
and to grandparents Jessica & Rabbi Yekusiel Strauss of
Fallsburg, NY.

Condolences 
• Steven Bender on the passing of his father, Joseph Bender.
• Shaine Spolter on the passing of her son-in-law, Baruch

Raczkowski, husband of Sarah Raczkowski. Shiva is being
observed at 6304 Green Meadow Parkway, Baltimore, MD
21209. 



Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for 
this Past Week: 

Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur 
• Jacqueline & Rabbi Haim Arzouan in memory of Jacqueline’s 

mother, Messody Bat HaRav Yehuda Asseraff. 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur 
• Hannah & Robert Klein in memory of Mrs. Sarah Braun, Z”L, 

mother of Rebbetzin Atara Rosenbaum. 
8:45 Minyan Dvar Torah 
• Judy & David Marwick and Debi & Max Rudmann to commemorate 

the first Yahrzeit of Avi West, Z”L, on 26th of Menachem Av. 
• Esther & Seth Kaplan in memory of Esther’s father, Pesach Ben 

Gedaliah, Z”L, whose Yahrzeit is the 24th of Av. 

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all 
come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives 
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different 
remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship 
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to 
commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a 
great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while helping 
YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not 
available. 
 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 
(per day):  

• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha 

Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for 

Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for 

Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha 
Shiurim together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship 
at $54 each. 
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each. 
 
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

YISE Programs and Listings
(continued) 

Protecting Our Children From Predators & Abusers - Presented by the Vaad Harabanim of Greater Washington on Sunday, September 4, at 
7:30 PM at YISE, featuring Dr. Norman Blumenthal, with Divrei Pesicha from Rabbi Aaron Lopiansky. See flyer for details. 
High Holiday Mailing - The High Holiday mailing with information about seats, child care, Yizkor and Hashomer greetings has been sent to all 
members. You can also go to www.yise.org for more information, including downloadable seat forms, online registration for child care and online 
sponsorship of the Yizkor guide. 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a new series on the laws of Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at 
the home of David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at 
rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos See flyer for details. 
Come Join Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee: 
Rabbi Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, September 5, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more information, 
contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shabbos Groups Leader - Are you a teenage boy who wants to make a real difference? Be a Shabbos Groups leader. Lead Tefillah, Parsha and 
games for boys ages 6 to 9. For more information, contact Esti Thurman at ethurman@gmail.com 
Interested in starting a new 5th-6th grade girls Shabbos group this fall? YISE Youth is looking for a creative, mature older teen or adult to 
create a Shabbos morning program for this important age group. This is a paid position. Please contact Debbie Katz at dkatz@yise.org to learn 
more about this position or to apply. 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed! As we return to a regular schedule of Kiddushes, volunteers are needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and 
clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill, a part of YISE's Chesed Committee, has a current need at this time. Please sign to volunteer if you can. For 
more information or if you need help signing up, please contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-
754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org 

 

 

Weekday Shiurim
Options for in-person and remote learning are listed below. For the 

latest list and times, go to: 
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed by 
a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday through Friday, 9:30 
AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed by 
a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:00 PM, 
Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual 
self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, 
now learning Mishlei, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning Sefer 
Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - Sunday 
mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:50 AM Shiurim, in the Social 
Hall, will resume in Elul. 

• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays 
at 10:00 AM, Zoom C. 

• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 
8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps, 
hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361, will resume in Elul. 

• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM. Join 
the fastest growing Halacha learning program in the world! Now 
back in person at YISE. Register at gwckollel.org/scp  

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin, 
Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco Beit 
Midrash. 

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social Hall, 9:00 
PM - 10:00 PM. For more information, contact Rabbi Levy 240-
423-8810. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s 
Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 9:00 AM, studying 
Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B. 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 
1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the Torah from a Deeper 
Perspective”, is on summer break. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, 
learning Maseches Bava Metzia. Wednesday evenings, 7:30 PM, 
will resume in September. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the 
meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & 
password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 



Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
•  Vivian wishes her husband Arnie Kirshenbaum a Happy 23rd Anniversary. May we celebrate to 120! 
• Simi & Sammy Franco wish their fellow August 22nd wedding celebrators, Nancy & Bruce James and Vivian & Arnie Kirshenbaum, a Happy 

Anniversary!  

 

The Week Ahead Sunday 
August 21 

Monday 
August 22 

Tuesday 
August 23 

Wednesday 
August 24 

Thursday 
August 25 

Friday 
August 26 

 

Shacharis 
Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55*, 8:45* 6:15, 6:55*, 8:45* 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 7:35 7:35 7:35* 7:35* 7:35 See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

* All Ashkenazi Shacharis and Mincha/Maariv Minyanim on Tuesday and Wednesday will take place in the Social Hall. 
Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:08 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 5:38 AM, Latest Netz: 6:33 AM, 

Latest Krias Shema: 9:49 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:45 PM, Earliest Shkia: 7:46 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 8:37 PM 

Community Programs & Listings 
The Capital Closet (formerly The Clothing Exchange) will be open to this community this Sunday, August 21, from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM. 
Come peruse our beautiful, curated selection of clothing for men, women and children, as well as Torah School uniforms! Our address is 1910 
University Blvd, West in Silver Spring. We’re in the brick house at the back of the parking lot. There is no charge for items in The Capital Closet, 
but donations to Yad Yehuda are always appreciated. We are unable to accept clothing donations at this time, with the exception of Torah School 
uniforms in pristine condition. For more information contact: ncarmel@yadyehuda.org 
Kidney Donation Needed - Mr. Gerry Segelman, father of Micah Segelman, is in need of a kidney transplant. If you would consider being a 
kidney donor, please contact Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz at Renewal for more information at csteinmetz@renewal.org or 718-431-9831 ext 209. 
Men’s Night Swim @ Parkland Pool - Monday evenings, 9:15 PM - 10:05 PM. August 22, 29 and September 5. $10/swimmer, $7 if 2 or more 
in a group. 
Yahrzeit of Avi West - The family of Avi West, Z”L, is observing his Yahrzeit with a virtual Siyum Tanakh and memorial on Tuesday, August 
23 at 10:00 AM. The Siyum will take place on Zoom, Meeting ID: 820 3484 8827, Passcode: 473695. 
Ari Goldwag at SEHC - SEHC of White Oak invites all men, women and children to a night of inspiration and song with renowned singer Ari 
Goldwag. Wednesday night, August 24, 8:15 PM at Southeast Hebrew Congregation, 10900 Lockwood Drive. Suggested donation $10. 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, August 24, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM, in-person in the YISE Social Hall. 
See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at 
president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
MitzvahCycle/MitzvahRun 2022 - Join Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington on Sunday, September 11, to bike, run or walk to support patients and their 
loved ones in our community. Fun, food and family-friendly activities. Register at www.mitzvahcycle.org Email asiegel@bikurcholimgw.org for more info. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org  
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, August 24 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

    Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi     Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
August 26 - 27, 2022 - 30 Av 5782 

Parshas Re’eh/Rosh Chodesh 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 7:29, but not before 6:24 
• Mincha: 6:10 (Plag, B), 7:30 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:25 (B), 7:20 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 8:28 





Seeing the Hand of Hashem...
In Nature
In History

In Our Own Lives
A lecture series presented by the Meaningful Tefilah Project 

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah. 
Co-sponsored by Kemp Mill Synagogue

To support this year-long series as a sponsor, send your check ($36, $72, $180) made out to YISE 
(memo: Meaningful Tefilah) to: YISE, 1132 Arcola Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20902

Sunday, August 21 at 10:30 a.m.
At Young Israel, 1132 Arcola Ave.  
(Or view presentation over Zoom.)
Mrs. Channah Cohen, OU Applied Researcher; former JLIC Educator 
From Av to Elul: Heroes Are Not Born in the Light 
Lessons from the Fall of the Second Temple

Seeing the Hand of Hashem in History

To view online, go to zoom.com 
enter Zoom ID: 416-963-9000 | password: 

492019
To register and receive reminders, 

send your email address to stuartrosenthal@yise.org

Prior lectures on Seeing the Hand of Hashem 
in Nature and History are now available at 

wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem



J O I N  Y I S E  Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

S t a r t i n g  J u l y  5 t h

At the home of David and Tamara Goodman 

WITH RABBI POSTELNEK

Tuesdays
 8:15 - 9:00PM 

11611 Kemp Mill Rd

Learn the background & practical laws that 
we encounter every week in our own homes!







Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
The Covenant and the Love - An interesting phrase 
appears at the end of last week’s parsha and at the 
beginning of this week’s, and they are the only 
places where it appears in the Torah. The phrase is 
ha-brit veha-chessed or in this week’s parsha, et ha-
brit ve-et ha-chessed. 
    Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; 
He is the faithful God, keeping the brit and the 
chessed to a thousand generations of those who love 
Him and keep His commandments. 
    If you pay attention to these laws and are careful 
to follow them, then the Lord your God will keep the 
brit and the chessed with you, as He swore to your 
ancestors. 
  The phrase is strange. The relationship between 
God and Israel is defined by brit, covenant. That, 
essentially, is the content of the Torah. What then is 
added by the word chessed? 
  The translators have a problem with it. The Jewish 
Publication Society’s translation of the opening verse 
of our parsha is: “And if you do obey these rules and 
observe them carefully, the Lord your God will 
maintain faithfully for you the covenant that He 
made on oath with your fathers.” This translates 
chessed as “faithfully” and takes it as a qualification 
of the verb “maintain” or “keep”. This is a very 
stretched translation. 
  A non-Jewish translation, the New International 
Version, translates ha-brit veha-chessed as “covenant 
of love.” This is a very Christian translation. The 
covenant entered into between the Israelites and God 
was a covenant of law, not just of love. 
  Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, in The Living Torah, got it 
right when he translated it as “God your Lord will 
keep the covenant and love with which He made an 
oath to your fathers.” Not “covenant of love” but 
“covenant and love.” But still: what is the covenant, 
and what is the love that is distinct from the 
covenant? 
  This might seem a minor matter were it not for the 
fact that this phrase, which is rare in Tanach, makes 
an appearance at key moments of Jewish history. For 
example, it figures in King Solomon’s great prayer at 
the consecration of the Temple in Jerusalem: “Lord, 
the God of Israel, there is no God like You in Heaven 
above or on Earth below—You who keep the 
covenant and love with Your servants who continue 
wholeheartedly in your way.” 
  When, after the Babylonian exile, the nation 
gathered around Ezra and Nehemiah in Jerusalem 
and renewed the covenant, they said: “Now 
therefore, our God, the great God, mighty and 
awesome, who keeps His covenant and love, do not 
let all this hardship seem trifling in Your eyes—the 
hardship that has come on us, on our kings and 

leaders, on our Priests and Prophets, on our ancestors 
and all Your people, from the days of the kings of 
Assyria until today. 
  At these critical moments, when Moses renewed the 
covenant on the banks of the Jordan, when Solomon 
dedicated the Temple, and the people in Ezra and 
Nehemiah’s time rededicated themselves, they took 
care to define the relationship between God and the 
people as one of brit and chessed, covenant and love. 
It seems that both are necessary, or they would not 
have used this language on these three defining 
occasions many centuries apart. 
  What then is the meaning of chessed? Significantly, 
Maimonides dedicates the penultimate chapter of 
The Guide for the Perplexed to the analysis of three 
words: chessed, tzedakah and mishpat. On chessed 
he says:  In our Commentary on Pirkei Avot we have 
explained the expression chessed as denoting excess. 
It is especially used of extraordinary kindness. 
Loving-kindness is practised in two ways: first, we 
show kindness to those who have no claim whatever 
upon us; secondly, we are kind to those to whom it is 
due, in a greater measure than is due to them … The 
very act of creation is an act of God's loving-
kindness: “I have said, ‘The universe is built in 
loving-kindness’”… 
  The difference between the three terms is that I am 
legally entitled to mishpat. I am morally entitled to 
tzedakah. But to chessed, I am not entitled at all. 
When someone acts toward me in chessed, that is an 
act of pure grace. I have done nothing to deserve it. 
  Maimonides notes, citing the phrase from Psalms 
that “The universe is built in lovingkindness,” that 
creation was an act of pure chessed. No one ever 
creates something because it deserves to be created. 
Creations do not exist before they are created. 
  We can define this in human terms more precisely. 
The book of Ruth is known as the work, par 
excellence, of chessed: “Rabbi Zeira said, ‘This 
book does not have anything in it concerned with 
impurity or purity, forbidden or permitted. Why then 
was it written? To teach us the greatness of the 
reward for acts of chessed.” 
  There are two key scenes in the book. The first 
occurs when Naomi, bereaved of her husband and 
two sons, decides to return to Israel. She says to her 
two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your 
mother’s home. May the Lord show you kindness, as 
you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and 
to me…” She was telling them that they had no 
further obligations toward her. They had been 
married to her sons, but now they are widows. 
Naomi has no other sons. Being Moabite women, 
they will be strangers in Israel: they have no reason 
to go there. You owe me nothing, she is saying. You 
have been kind, you have been good daughters-in-
law, but now we must go our separate ways. 
  The second speech occurs when Ruth has gone to 
gather grain in the field of Boaz, who treats her with 
great care and consideration. She asks him: “Why 
have I found such recognition in your eyes that you 
notice me—a foreigner?” The two key words here 
are “recognition” and “foreigner.” “Recognition” 
means that you have behaved toward me as if you 
had obligations to me. But “I am a foreigner.” The 

word used here is not “stranger,” i.e. a resident alien 
to whom certain duties are owed. It means, a 
complete outsider. Ruth is saying to Boaz, you do 
not owe me anything. 
  That is what makes Ruth the supreme book of 
chessed, that is, of good done to another who has no 
claim whatsoever upon you. What Ruth does for 
Naomi, and what Boaz does for Ruth, are not 
mishpat or tzedakah. They are pure chessed. 
  Now let us return to the question with which we 
began. Why did Moses, and Solomon, and Nehemiah 
define the relationship between the Jewish people 
and God not in terms of a single concept, covenant, 
but added to it a second idea, namely chessed, 
meaning an act of love. 
  Covenant is essentially reciprocal. Two people or 
entities pledge themselves to one another, each 
committing to a responsibility. This is how it was 
defined by God at Mount Sinai: “Now if you obey 
me fully and keep My covenant, then out of all 
nations you will be My treasured possession, for all 
the earth is Mine”. If you are My people, I will be 
your God. If you serve me, I will bless you. Every 
covenant has an if-then quality to it. Therefore, every 
covenant is inherently vulnerable. That is what 
Moses emphasised throughout Devarim. Don’t take 
the land or its blessings for granted. If you do well, 
things will go well, but if you do badly, great 
dangers lie in store. 
  That is covenant. Chessed, in contrast, has no if-
then quality. It is given out of the goodness of the 
giver, regardless of the worth of the recipient. When 
Moses, Solomon and Nehemiah referred to chessed 
in addition to the covenant, they were making an 
implicit request of God of the most fundamental 
significance. Even if we fail to honour the covenant, 
please God be gracious to us, for You are good even 
when we are not, and You do good even when we do 
not deserve it, when we have no claim on You 
whatsoever – ki le-olam chasdo, for His chessed is 
eternal. 
  The verses in our parsha sound conditional: “If you 
pay attention to these laws … then the Lord your 
God will keep the brit and the chessed …” This 
suggests that we will be shown chessed if we 
deserve it, but if not, not. But it isn’t so. At the end 
of the curses in Bechukotai, God says: “Yet in spite 
of this, when they are in the land of their enemies, I 
will not reject them or abhor them so as to destroy 
them completely, breaking my covenant with them: I 
am the Lord their God.” 
  God will never break the covenant, even if we do, 
because of His chessed. Tanach describes the 
relationship between God and Israel in two primary 
ways: like a husband and wife, and like a parent and 
a child. Between husband and wife there can be a 
divorce. Between parent and child there cannot be. 
They may be estranged, but the parent is still their 
parent and the child is still their child. Marriage is a 
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covenant; parenthood is not. Do not forsake us, we 
say to God, because whatever we have done, You are 
our parent and we are Your children. Chessed is the 
kind of love a parent has for a child, whether they 
deserve it or not. Chessed is unconditional grace. 
  I believe that chessed is the highest achievement of 
the moral life. It is what Ruth did for Naomi, and 
Boaz for Ruth, and from that kindness came David, 
Israel’s greatest king. Reciprocal altruism – I do this 
for you, and you do this for me – is universal among 
social animals. Chessed is not. In chessed God 
created the universe. In chessed we create moments 
of moral beauty that bring joy and hope where there 
was darkness and despair.  
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
 “And it shall come to pass, because you hearken to 
these laws, safeguarding and keeping them, that the 
Lord your God shall keep the covenant with you and 
the mercy that He swore unto your ancestors, and He 
will love you, and bless you…in the land which He 
swore to your ancestors to give you”. 
  How secure can world Jewry – and the citizens of 
Israel – feel about the future of the Jewish State? 
Have we returned to Israel for good, or does this 
“third commonwealth” represent only a possible 
opportunity, its long-term stability dependent on the 
moral, ethical, and spiritual commitment of its 
residents? 
  In this week’s portion of Ekev we find two 
passages that, at first glance, seem to contradict each 
other concerning this issue. The first passage, cited 
above, speaks for itself: our entire relationship to the 
land depends on our fidelity to the terms of the 
covenant. In fact, the opening word of the portion, 
“Ekev,” is a conditional term (the desired goal will 
result “because” – “ekev”), underscoring the theme 
of qualification. 
  If the Jewish People were to forsake the covenant, 
they would have to pay the price of not inheriting the 
land. If they uphold the covenant, then God will 
bless them in the land that He promised our 
ancestors. The observance of the commandments 
may be compared to mortgage payments; if you 
default on the mortgage, the property gets taken 
away. 
  However, the Torah continues: “Not for your 
righteousness or for the uprightness of your heart did 
you go to possess their land; but it was because of 
the wickedness of these nations that the Lord your 
God drove them out before you”. 
  Here the Almighty presents a different approach to 
our right to the land; it has less to do with our 
worthiness, and more to do with our neighbors’ lack 
of worthiness. We are being judged in comparison to 
the nations around us rather than in the absolute 
terms of our own conduct. 
  To reconcile these passages, Rabbi Hayyim Ibn 
Attar (“Or HaHayyim HaKadosh”) distinguishes 
between two stages in the redemptive process: 
entering the Land of Israel, and remaining there for 
good. 
  Our initial entry into the land comes about as a 
result of the evil of the other nations rather than our 
own righteousness, as well as God’s promise to the 
Patriarchs. But whether or not we remain on the 
land, whether a particular “return” will become the 
anticipated redemption or a mere passing episode, 
depends solely upon our ethical, moral, and spiritual 
conduct, as indicated by the initial verse of our Torah 
reading. 
  There is also an alternate (and more comforting) 
way to orchestrate these verses, as Ohr HaHayyim 
explains. Initially, when the Almighty makes His 
covenantal guarantee that the descendants of 
Abraham will inherit the promised land, He 
stipulates that as soon as the Canaanites demonstrate 
totally unacceptable moral behavior, “in the fourth 

generation, they [the Jewish People] will return 
here”. 
  Then the Torah outlines the ultimate boundaries of 
Israel: “On that day the Lord made a covenant with 
Abraham saying, ‘Unto your seed have I given this 
land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the 
river Euphrates’”. 
  Hence, Ohr HaHayyim suggests that whether or not 
we prove ourselves worthy, God promises that He 
will take us out of Egypt and out of every 
enslavement and bring us to our homeland, 
unconditionally. 
  But how much of the Promised Land comes into 
our possession – whether or not we get to inherit the 
full boundaries from the Nile to the Euphrates – 
depends upon our actions and morality. And what is 
clear from the second interpretation of Ohr 
HaHayyim is that our ability – or worthiness – to 
remain on Israeli soil is not an “all-or-nothing” 
situation. If we are partially good, we have a good 
chance of remaining on a goodly portion of Israel. 
  This second interpretation is much more optimistic 
and heartening for us today; but it also teaches us 
that if we are forced to give up parts of the land, we 
may be receiving an important message from Above 
that our behavior is not what it ought to be – 
especially in terms of how we behave towards each 
other. It is because of His compassionate 
righteousness that the Almighty initially chose 
Abraham and because of Israel’s lack thereof that 
our Holy Temple was destroyed. 
  Nahmanides explains that after the destruction of 
the first Temple, God guaranteed that He would 
effectuate deliverance no matter what. After the 
second destruction, there would also be a 
deliverance, but it would be dependent upon our 
doing teshuva, upon our repentance. According to 
Maimonides, this act of repentance is not a 
commandment, but is rather a guarantee. God 
promises that we will repent and then we will be 
redeemed. Obviously, the sooner we repent the 
sooner will come the redemption, but the Almighty 
guarantees that redemption will arrive! 
Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel  
Encyclopedia of Jewish Values* [Excerpt] 
The Importance of How Things Look or What 
People Think - In our Torah portion, Moses recalls 
the grave sin of the Golden Calf, and how God's 
initial reaction was to destroy the Jewish people as a 
result. In praying to God to save the lives of the 
people, what possible defense could Moshe offer? In 
our Parsha, Moshe says that if God carries you His 
plan and destroys the Jews, the nations will think 
and say that God was Not powerful enough to bring 
the people into the Land of Israel and conquer it. 
God relented, Why didn't God destroy the Jews, as 
they certainly deserved this punishment? God 
explains: "because of Moshe's words (argument)". 
Even though the idea that God is too weak is totally 
absurd, yet, because some non-Jews would have 
believed this absurdity and the motive behind why 
God destroyed the Jews, God backed off. And God 
did not destroy the people (twice) because of this 
argument. Thus, we see that God (and Judaism) 
indeed give credence to what people believe, even if 
those beliefs are ludicrous logically. Had God 
ignored this argument by Moshe, there would not a 
be a Jewish people alive today learning these words 
in our Torah portion.  
  In Judaism, how people react to a Jew’s action is 
indeed very important. The very essence of being 
Jewish is how one impacts not only upon oneself but 
also upon others. Therefore, to consider the reaction 
of others as unimportant is to contradict a 
fundamental precept in Judaism, because it does not 
allow a Jew to fulfill his or her overall mission. The 
very first Jew, Abraham, is promised by God that he 

will be a blessing to all people of the world, not just 
for Jews. This indicates that others would aspire to 
be like Abraham. Every action that Abraham took 
was scrutinized by others, and rightly so. Had 
Abraham acted in a way that would have affected 
people negatively, he would not have been able to 
succeed in his goal to inspire others to believe in one 
God. This is not just Abraham’s mission, but it is 
also the mission of every Jew. Therefore, the Talmud 

(Yoma 86a) explains how a person fulfills one of the 
main guiding principles of Judaism: “You shall love 
God with all your heart...” (Deuteronomy 6:5). A 
Jew is obligated to act in a manner that will cause 
people to say how great this person is and how 
special God must be to inspire such behavior.  
  How Far Some People Went So That Other People 
Would Not Think Them Sinful - There are numerous 
incidents related in the Talmud describing how 
people and families went “the extra mile” in their 
actions, in order to ensure that they would be above 
suspicion, even when they had done absolutely 
nothing wrong. For example, the family of Garmu 
was responsible for baking the dough, of the finest 
quality, for the Lechem Hapanim-Bread of Display 
for the Temple. The Rabbis praised them because 
this family consciously would not allow any clean 
flour to enter their own homes, so that no one would 
suspect them of using the dough designated for the 
Temple for their own needs. Moses was responsible 
for both building the Mishkan-Tabernacle and 
keeping the accounts for all the gifts and how they 
were used. Even though no accounting of each 
donation was required, Moses insisted on giving a 
detailed public accounting so that even he, the great 
and respected leader, would be above suspicion that 
he took some of the donations for his personal use 
  The obligation to act in a manner that eliminates 
suspicion, even when a person does nothing wrong, 
is so important, that Jewish law required that anyone 
who entered the Temple area where the money was 
stored, had to wear clothing without pockets, and 
forbade any garments that contained any other places 
that might be used to stash coins. Thus, the person 
had to go in barefoot, since coins could be stored in 
shoes. Similarly, one could not wear a coat or even 
an amulet, or any other type of clothing that might 
allow a person to store a coin. In this way, if the 
person later became wealthy, no one could attribute 
this wealth to money stolen from the Temple.  
  Applying These Ideas To Jewish Living In The 21st 
Century - The ideas of Marit Ayin and Cheshad raise 
many practical questions for Jews of the 21st century. 
With modern inventions, many new situations arise 
where the actions themselves are not forbidden but 
may appear to be so to others, and these situations 
obviously change with time and with perceptions. 
(For example, in the early 1900’s, the idea of a 
Shabbat clock turning out the lights on Friday night 
would have been a problem of Marit Ayin, but now it 
is known that this is done in most observant Jews’ 
homes.) Concerning the subject of food alone, many 
questions abound: Would it be permissible to bake 
rolls for Pesach that look like bread, using Matza 
meal that is completely Kosher for Pesach? People 
might think that it is bread, which is now permitted 
on Passover, or that the person eating such a roll is 
committing a sin. The Rabbis of today have 
discussed these and other issues, too important to 
describe simply… The specifics of each situation, 
and how people perceive each circumstance, 
determine the proper Jewish response. However, 
Jews should constantly be aware that that they are 
being watched, and how their actions are understood, 
rightly or wrongly, by other Jews and non-Jews, 
helps determine if the action itself if even permitted 
or forbidden. [*Adapted from Rabbi Dr. Nachum 
Amsel’s "The Encyclopedia of Jewish Values”]
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Our Parashah begins: “This shall be the reward Eikev
tishme’un / if you listen to these ordinances, and you observe
and perform them . . .” Rashi z”l comments on the wording: If
you will listen even to the lighter Mitzvot that a person usually
treads on with his Eikev / heel. [Until here from Rashi]

R’ Ben Zion Rabinowitz shlita (Biala Rebbe in
Yerushalayim) asks: What is meant by a “lighter” Mitzvah? Are
we not taught in Pirkei Avot to treat all Mitzvot with equal
seriousness, as we do not know the reward for any Mitzvah?

He explains: In the marketplace, we find that goods are not
priced based on their inherent value, but rather based on
supply and demand. Out of season clothing, for example, is
hard to sell at full price no matter how high its quality.

Mitzvot, too, seem to have seasons. Teshuvah and prayer
with extra concentration are “in season” around Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, but neglected at other times. Torah
study is neglected by many, especially the youth, during the
summer months. This is not how it should be! We all know
deep down that there are no times that are more appropriate
or less appropriate for serving Hashem. Nevertheless, we treat
different Mitzvot “lightly” at various times.

The Biala Rebbe adds: R’ Yitzchak Luria z”l (“The Arizal”;
1534-1572) teaches that, from the time of Creation until the
End of Days, no two moments are alike. Each instant was
created for a unique purpose, such that Torah study, prayer, or
another Mitzvah missed today can never fully be made up.
There is no moment when we are not called upon to serve
Hashem.  (Mevaser Tov: Chiddushei Shabbat, Introduction)

Shemittah
In addition to the seven-year cycle, in which we may farm the land of Eretz

for six years and then must let the land “rest” for one year--the Shemittah,
there is a longer cycle. Specifically, after seven Shemittah cycles--49 years, we
must let the land rest for another year. That year is the Yovel / Jubilee. (In our
era, when there is no Bet Hamikdash and the majority of Jews live outside the
Land, the Mitzvah of Yovel is not applicable.)

Besides not working the Land, there are other Mitzvot associated with the
Yovel. One of them is that land in Eretz Yisrael that was sold during the
preceding 49 years returns automatically to its hereditary owner. The Torah
states (Vayikra 25:23), “The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land
is Mine; for you are sojourners and residents with Me.”

R’ Moshe ben Nachman z”l (Ramban; 1194-1270; Spain and Eretz Yisrael)
explains: Do not feel bad about needing to return land that you purchased, “for
the land is Mine,” and I do not wish it to be sold in perpetuity. Even though you
are residents on the land, behave as if you are sojourners, i.e., just passing
through. When the land is Mine, then it is yours, Ramban concludes,
paraphrasing this Mitzvah’s message. [Until here from Ramban]

R’ Aryeh Leib Hakohen Shapira shlita (Menahel Ruchani of the Ponovezh
Yeshiva in Bnei Brak, Israel) elaborates: From Ramban’s words, we learn a
foundational principle--what a person’s perspective on this world, and on life
in general, should be. When the land is Hashem’s, then it is ours, meaning that
Hashem created the world for our use, but only on His terms, for the sake of
serving Him.

The Gemara (Berachot 35a) teaches: One verse (Tehilim 24:1) says, “The
world and everything in it is Hashem’s.” Another verse (Tehilim 115:16) says,
“He gave the earth to mankind.” There is no contradiction! Before one says a
Berachah, it is Hashem’s; after one says a Berachah, it is his. This, R’ Shapira
writes, is the same idea that Ramban is teaching based on the Yovel. When is
our food ours? When we recognize and acknowledge that it is Hashem’s.

(Chazon La’mo’ed: Shabbat Ha’aretz p.60)
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“You (plural) shall teach them to your (plural) children to discuss

them, while you (singular) sit in your home, while you (singular) walk
on the way, when you (singular) retire and when you (singular) arise.” 
(11:19)

Why does the Torah change plural to singular in the middle of the
verse? R’ Yitzchak Menachem Weinberg shlita (Tolner Rebbe in
Yerushalayim) explains: The Torah is teaching that successful parenting
requires a person to work on himself. “You” (singular) means “You alone!”
Do not rely on the merits of distinguished ancestors. Do not think that your
behavior when you are alone, when no one sees you, does not matter. If a
person serves Hashem even when he sits alone at home, when he walks
alone on the way, when he retires to bed alone and when he arises alone,
then he can teach his children.  

(Chamin B’Motzai Shabbat: Devarim p.82)

2
“Your heart will become haughty and you will forget Hashem, your

Elokim, Who took you out of the land of Egypt from the house of
slavery . . . And you might say in your heart, ‘My strength and the
might of my hand made me all this wealth!’ Then you shall remember
Hashem, your Elokim--that it was He Who gives you strength to make
wealth . . .”  (8:14, 17-18)

R’ Nosson Lewin z”l (1857-1926; rabbi of Rzeszów, Poland) writes: The
Torah commands us here to remember at all times that Hashem is Good
and does good, and that everything that any created being has is from His
“Hand.” Therefore, all created beings are obligated to thank Hashem for
everything He does for them.

He continues: Rambam z”l teaches in his Moreh Nevochim, “The verse
(Tehilim 16:8), ‘I have set Hashem before me always!’ is a major principle
of the Torah and an attribute of the Tzaddikim who walk before Hashem. By
following this verse’s teaching, a person attains Yir’ah / fear, subdues
himself before Hashem, and is afraid to sin against Him. [Until here from
Rambam]

It follows, continues R’ Lewin, that one who forgets Hashem will lose
the trait of Yir’ah and its place will be taken by haughtiness. [Ed. Note:
R’ Lewin appears to be reading our verse to say, “Your heart will become
haughty and you will already have forgotten Hashem.”] This, writes
R’ Lewin, is why our Sages say that one who is haughty is considered to
have denied G-d.  (Bet Nadiv p. 59-60)

“With seventy Nefesh / soul[s] your ancestors descended to Egypt.” 
(10:22)

Midrash Vayikra Rabbah (4:6) observes that Yaakov’s family numbered
seventy people, yet they are called “Nefesh” / soul (singular). In contrast,
even when speaking of a time that Esav’s family numbered only six people,
the Torah calls them “Nefashot” / souls (plural).

R’ Yitzchak Shmelkes z”l (1828-1906; rabbi of Lvov, Galicia) explains:
A Rasha / wicked person doesn’t want others to be as wicked as he is, for
then they might act wickedly toward him. A thief doesn’t want others to
steal, for then they might steal from him. Thus, the wise king [Shlomo] says
(Mishlei 21:10), “The soul of the evildoer desires evil; his companion [in
evil] will not find favor in his eyes.” Since evildoers can never truly unite,
the Torah calls them Nefashot.

In contrast, the ultimate desire of a Tzaddik is that all mankind be
righteous, just as he is. This, concludes R’ Shmelkes, explains the Gemara
(Yevamot 61a) which says that only the Jewish People are called “Adam”--
a word that has no plural form, paralleling the unity of purpose that the
righteous desire.  (Bet Yitzchak)

From the Haftarah . . .
“Can a woman forget her nursling, withdraw from feeling

compassion for the child of her womb? Even were these to forget,
I will not forget you.”  (Yeshayah 49:15)

Midrash Yalkut Shimoni on this verse records a conversation between
the Jewish People and Hashem. The Jewish People said, “Hashem, since
You never forget, perhaps You will never forget the sin of the Golden
Calf.” Hashem replied, “I will forget that!” The Jewish People said, “If You
are capable of forgetting, perhaps You will forget the events at Har
Sinai.” Hashem answered, “I will not forget! In reality, I never forget, but
for the good of the Jewish People, I act as if I have forgotten.” [Until here
from the Midrash]

R’ Yerachmiel Shulman z”l Hy”d (Menahel Ruchani of the Bet Yosef-
Novardok Yeshiva in Pinsk, Poland; killed in the Holocaust) observes:
Human nature is to forget the good others do and to remember only the
bad. Even one hurt caused by another person can make someone forget
a thousand kindnesses. Hashem’s way, however, is the opposite: He
“remembers” the good event--the Giving of the Torah--and “forgets” the
bad event--the making of the Golden Calf--even though the good event
occurred earlier than the bad one. R’ Moshe ben Maimon z”l (Rambam;
1135-1204; Spain and Egypt) writes that the Torah calls upon us to
emulate this–for example (Devarim 23:8), “You shall not despise an
Egyptian, for you were a sojourner in his land.” Although the Egyptians
enslaved our ancestors, they first took them in in their time of need
(during the famine), and we must remember that.

(Peninei Ha’shlaimut: Sha’ar Ha’savlanut 1:7)



 

‘50 HOLOCAUSTS,’ ABBAS' COMMENTS SPARK OUTRAGE IN ISRAEL, 
GERMANY (i24NEWS 8/17/22) 
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas on Tuesday accused Israel 
of committing “50 Holocausts” against Palestinians, speaking at a press 
conference in Berlin alongside German Chancellor Olaf Scholz who was 
visibly disturbed by the comment.  
Abbas’ statement came in response to a question about the anniversary of 
the Munich massacre that took the lives of 11 Israeli athletes at the 1972 
Munich Olympics. The attack carried out by the Palestinian militant group 
Black September was linked to Abbas’ political party Fatah.  
"If you want to go over the past, go ahead," Abbas replied in Arabic.  
“I have 50 slaughters that Israel committed...50 massacres, 50 
slaughters...50 Holocausts,” he went on saying the last word in English. 
On Wednesday, Scholz tweeted that he was "disgusted" by Abbas's 
"outrageous remarks." 
Earlier during the conference Scholz said that using the word “apartheid” to 
describe Israeli-Palestinian relations wasn’t correct.  
Israel’s Prime Minister Yair Lapid responded to Abbas on Twitter, saying 
“history will never forgive him.” 
“Mahmoud Abbas accusing Israel of having committed 50 Holocausts while 
standing on German soil is not only a moral disgrace, but a monstrous lie,” 
he wrote. 
US special envoy on antisemitism Deborah Lipstadt also called Abbas’ words 
“unacceptable.” 
“Holocaust distortion can have dangerous consequences and fuels 
antisemitism,” she tweeted. 
 
GANTZ: I WILL CONTINUE MEETING WITH ABBAS, COUNTLESS LIVES 
WERE SAVED (Arutz-7 8/17/22) 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz (Blue and White) is defending himself against 
the heavy criticism of his attitude to Palestinian Authority chairman Mahmoud 
Abbas, who on Tuesday accused Israel of committing "50 holocausts." 
"It's best if those who aren't responsible for sending soldiers to battle and 
aren't responsible for the lives of the citizens of Israel and the soldiers in the 
IDF, don't lecture me about meetings that prevented and are preventing the 
next war, and are bringing stability out in the field and freedom and 
diplomatic freedom," Gantz stated. 
According to Gantz, "Thanks to the coordination by the lower ranks in the 
field, by the heads of the defense networks, and by myself, the lives of many 
soldiers and civilians were saved. Whoever wants to stick their heads in the 
sand and ignore the complex security and diplomatic reality, is not fit to rule 
and lead the state of Israel." 
The minister closed his statement by saying: "I hope to continue and 
responsibly conduct diplomacy in the area, specifically with the Palestinians, 
for Israel's safety and not out of political consideration." 
As previously reported, members of the government criticized the Defense 
Minister for meeting with the Arab leader on multiple occasions and even 
hosting him at his home in Rosh Ha'ayin. Interior Minister Ayelet Shaked 
(Zionist Spirit) responded, "Abbas is fighting IDF soldiers in the Hague and is 
denying the Holocaust in Germany. We can't legitimize him, and we certainly 
can't invite him to Rosh Ha'ayin." 
 
ISRAEL, TURKEY RETURN TO FULL NORMALIZATION (JPost 8/17/22) 
Israel and Turkey will return to full normalization of relations, including 
reinstating ambassadors and consuls-general, Prime Minister Yair Lapid and  

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced on Wednesday. 
Lapid said that “renewing relations with Turkey is an important asset for 
regional stability and important economic news for the citizens of Israel.” 
Erdogan told a gathering of ambassadors in Ankara earlier that resuming full 
relations will “allow us to help our Palestinian brothers.” 
Foreign Ministry Director-General Alon Ushpiz and Turkish Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sedat Onal finalized the agreement to return to full diplomatic 
relations in a phone call on Tuesday. 
“Renewing relations with Turkey is an important asset for regional stability 
and important economic news for the citizens of Israel.” 
Reinstating diplomats is “the continuation of the positive trend in developing 
relations in the past year, since President Isaac Herzog’s visit to Ankara, and 
the mutual visits of the foreign ministers,” the Prime Minister’s Office said. 
“Improving relations will contribute to deepening the relations between the 
two nations, and to increasing economic, trade and tourism connections and 
regional stability,” according to the PMO. 
Herzog praised the renewed relations, saying that “partnership and being 
good neighbors in the Eastern Mediterranean is important to all of us. 
Members of all religions, Muslims, Jews and Christians, can and must live 
[together] peacefully.” 
In addition to Herzog’s visit to Ankara, he spoke with Erdogan on the phone 
several times; Lapid spoke to him since becoming prime minister, as well. 
Jerusalem announced in recent months that it would reopen its trade office in 
Istanbul, and the countries signed an aviation agreement that allowed Israeli 
airlines to fly to Turkey. 
Relations also improved in light of attempts by Iran-backed terrorists to 
abduct and murder Israeli tourists in Istanbul. Security officials in Ankara and 
Jerusalem cooperated to foil the threat, resulting in over 10 arrests. 
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The rapprochement comes after a deterioration in ties that began in 2008, 
with Operation Cast Lead, and reached their nadir in the wake of the 2010 
Mavi Marmara raid, in which IDF commandos boarded a ship seeking to 
break the blockade on Gaza. In the ensuing hand-to-hand combat, the 
commandos killed nine armed activists from an organization affiliated with 
Erdogan. 
In recent years Turkey sought to rebuild relations with Israel, and the efforts 
gained momentum after Herzog took office. 
 
EX-IDF CHIEF EISENKOT TO JOIN GANTZ-SA'AR ALLIANCE AHEAD OF 
NOVEMBER POLLS (i24NEWS 8/14/22) 
Gadi Eisenkot, the former IDF chief of staff, announced Sunday he is joining 
the party lead by Defense Minister Benny Gantz and Justice Minister Gideon 
Sa'ar ahead of November 1 elections. 
The new party, dubbed "The State Camp," merges between the centrist Blue 
& White and center-right New Hope factions, led by Gantz and Sa'ar, 
respectively.  
On Saturday evening, an agreement was signed between Gantz, Sa'ar and 
Eisenkot, according to which, after the elections, the newly-formed alliance 
will hold party primaries ahead of the elections for the 26th Knesset. 
Eisenkot, placed number three in the party's elections slate, asked for former 
Religious Affairs Minister Matan Kahana to be placed ninth on the list, after 
Kahana recently exited the Yamina party. 
As part of the agreement, the three-way alliance decided to ditch the 
previous names of their parties, and released a statement saying, "The State 
Camp is underway". 
"This union will serve as the basis for the establishment of a broad and stable 
state government that will bring an end to the ongoing political crisis, mend 
the rift between parts of Israeli society, and promote the national interests of 
the State of Israel in security, the economy, domestic security, and 
education." 
Eisenkot and Gantz have met several times throughout the last year, and the 
former said the connection with the latter and Sa'ar was "natural and close". 
Eisenkot served as IDF's 21st chief of general staff, from 2015 to 2019. Since 
his retirement, there have been rumors of him joining politics, with many 
political parties, including Prime Minister Yair Lapid's Yesh Atid party and the 
Labor Party, trying to entice the 62-year-old to join them.  
After his announcement of joining Gantz and Sa'ar, Lapid congratulated the 
ex-IDF chief on his decision to enter politics. 
"I congratulated him on joining politics. He is a good, wise and valued 
person, and I have no doubt that he will contribute greatly to the life of the 
public," he wrote on his Twitter account. 
 
FAR-RIGHT LAWMAKER BEN GVIR TO RUN SOLO, SLAMS RELIGIOUS 
ZIONIST PARTY (YNet 8/15/22) 
Far-right lawmaker Itamar Ben Gvir announced on Monday that his 
ultranationalist Otzma Yehudit Party will split from the Religious Zionist Party 
and run separately in the upcoming November election. 
The bust-up comes after negotiations with the alliance's leader Bezalel 
Smotrich over the makeup of its slate for the upcoming polls ran into a cul-
de-sac. 
"I have tried everything I could to unite with my friends in the Religious 
Zionist Party and run together. But Smotrich refused to negotiate in good 
faith, so I declare Otzma Yehudit will run by separately in the elections," Ben 
Gvir said. 
"At first, Smotrich refused to negotiate. Then he agreed, but he demanded 
six out of the eight forecasted seats. However, our party is bigger, so it is not 
really a good faith negotiation, he demands three-quarters of the party. I 
gave up the top seat, but it wasn't enough, I gave up the majority, but it still 
wasn't enough. We've worked very well together over the past year, and I still 
have hope that he will come to his senses and choose to continue together." 
Smotrich, on his end, urged Ben Gvir to come back to the negotiating table, 
warning that a split could see one or both their parties fail to pass the  

electoral threshold, thus spelling doom for their right-wing-religious bloc's  
hopes of retaking the levers of power. 
"Itamar, my friend, this is a bad move, the national bloc can't afford such 
split-ups and risk throwing votes as it did in the past," said Smotrich, referring 
to a collection of conservative and religious opposition parties led by former 
prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 
"We ran together in the last elections, and it was a huge success. We also 
joined forces and overthrew this government that was leaning on Arab 
parties. There is still a month until the election lists are closed, come back to 
the negotiating table, and let us talk and reach an agreement on how to run 
together to maximize our support and bring victory to the national bloc." 
According to officials familiar with the issue, Smotrich fears that if the Otzma 
Yehudit chief succeeds in securing at least three out of the top seven spots 
on the alliance's Knesset slate, he could use his newfound clout to demand a 
ministerial role from Netanyahu which could prompt the latter to form a 
coalition with more moderate factions. 
 
ISRAELI WAR HERO EMMY PALANT WHO FOUGHT OFF SYRIANS IN 
1973 'VALLEY OF TEARS' DIES (Ha’aretz 8/16/22) 
Avraham “Emmy” Palant, a retired Brigadier general and politician who was 
decorated for valor after commanding a tank company in one of the decisive 
battles of the 1973 Yom Kippur War, passed away on Monday. He was 71. 
Born in Moshav Magshimim in 1951, Palant enlisted in the Israel Defense 
Forces in 1969 and within four years was a tank platoon commander in the 
7th armored brigade’s 77th battalion. During the Yom Kippur War the 
battalion was overwhelmingly outnumbered by a Syrian force of 1,200 tanks 
and tens of thousands of men surging through the Golan Heights, but 
managed to push them back, turning the tide of the war. 
For his part in the fighting at what came to be known in Israel as the “Valley 
of Tears,” Palant was awarded the Medal of Valor, the IDF’s highest 
decoration, and in subsequent years he continued to climb the army’s ranks, 
commanding the first unit to receive Israel’s domestically developed Merkava 
tanks, the commander of the 7th brigade and head of the armored corps. 
After retiring in 1995, he joined former battalion commander Brigadier 
General Avigdor Kahalani in the newly established Third Way party, serving 
under him again as the Director General of the Ministry of Internal Security 
for several years in the latter half of the 1990s. 
“Emmy and I and I lived together as two brothers who built a brotherhood of 
warriors and a friendship stronger than steel. He fought like a lion in the Baka 
Valley and was one of the best commanders and leaders that the State of 
Israel could wish for,” journalist Arik Bender quoted Kahalani as saying in a 
tweet. 
“I was with him in his last days. He separated from me like the man among 
men. We all have tears in our hearts and souls.” 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz also mourned Palant, stating that he would be 
“remembered as the one who stopped the Syrian tanks under Avigdor 
Kahalani in the Yom Kippur War.” 
“At every stage of life where we met Emmy taught me a lesson,” the former 
IDF chief of staff tweeted. “Whether it was in the courses where he guided 
me, and then when I met him in civilian life, he was an initiator and trailblazer 
in the business and public world. Emmy was a brave, talented and versatile 
person. His memory will accompany me and the IDF's combat legacy. May 
his memory be blessed.” 
 
ISRAEL, PA PARTNER TO TRANSPORT WATER TO PALESTINIAN 
FARMERS IN THE JORDAN VALLEY (JPost 8/17/22) 
Israel’s Civil Administration has issued a building permit to the Palestinian 
Water Authority (PWA) to build a trunk line, which will be used to transport 
treated wastewater for agricultural use from the El Bireh Treatment Plant, 
near Ramallah, to Palestinian farmers in the Jericho Valley. 
The 30-kilometer pipeline will carry 2.5 – 3.5 million cubic meters a year of 
much-needed high-quality agricultural water to farmers in the Jordan Valley – 
a welcome change, as the El Bireh wastewater treatment plant has poured  
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roughly three million c.m. of high-quality treated water that is often 
contaminated with raw sewage from a different source. 
Due to the gradual deterioration of existing water transfer and treatment 
infrastructure in the Jordan Valley and the rising impact of climate change, 
discussions on how to effectively transfer safer water to the Jordan Valley 
have been ongoing for years. 
“The treated wastewater and the un-treated wastewater are affecting the 
nature reserve, polluting the springs and preventing visitors from enjoying the 
reserve,” according to Ilan Cohen, Manager of the Nahal Prat (Wadi Qelt) 
Nature Reserve. “Diverting the water in a pipeline will resolve the problem 
and save the nature reserve.” 
The successful negotiation between the Israeli Civil Administration and the 
PWA was facilitated by the Arava Institute – a leading academic and 
research institution in Israel that advances cross-border environmental 
cooperation amid stark political conflict. 
While the authority and the administration previously disagreed about the 
Israeli military maintaining control over the route of a proposed pipeline 
through Area C of the West Bank, the Arava Institute and its Palestinian 
partner Damour for Community Development, included numerous field trips 
into the West Bank to view possible routes. 
THE ARAVA INSTITUTE hired Palestinian water consultants, and engaged a 
Palestinian engineering firm to create detailed building plans. After four years 
of meetings, field studies, reports and designs, final plans were submitted 
and approved, and the building permit was issued last week. 
“What we had to do is use research and facts to build trust between two 
parties who were not initially willing to listen to each other,” says Amr 
Awadallah, a supporter of the Arava Institute. “The resulting cooperation is 
groundbreaking, and it shows how applied environmental diplomacy can 
solve some of the most universal climate change issues that impact 
everyone regardless of geography or nationality.” 
“Water is a precious resource. However, it’s not as rare a resource as trust,” 
according to Arava Executive Director Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed. “Grounded in 
relationships and trust, this work demonstrates that regional cooperation is 
possible and, in fact, necessary to address environmental challenges, which 
grow with the impact of climate change. 
“Agreements such as this will support the sustainability of the region and 
ensure these farmers do not become climate refugees,” he said. 
 
225 NEW OLIM ARRIVE IN ISRAEL ON NEFESH B'NEFESH FLIGHT 
(Arutz-7 8/17/22) 
225 new immigrants (Olim) from North America landed at Ben Gurion Airport 
this morning on the 63rd Nefesh B’Nefesh chartered Aliyah flight through El 
Al. The flight was coordinated in partnership with Israel’s Ministry of Aliyah & 
Integration, The Jewish Agency for Israel, Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael (KKL), 
Jewish National Fund-USA and Tzofim-Garin Tzabar. 
The new Olim come from a variety of backgrounds, culturally and 
demographically – hailing from 19 US states and one Canadian province. 
The flight also carried a diverse group of professionals who are bringing their 
unique talents to communities throughout Israel. In addition, the flight brought 
40 future lone soldiers who will join the 3,500 men and women from around 
the world who are currently serving as part of the FIDF-Nefesh B’Nefesh 
Lone Soldiers Program.  
“Although I have traveled to Israel many times, it is surreal to finally be 
landing as an official Israeli citizen,” said Sam Leeman. “Being recognized as 
Nefesh B’Nefesh’s 75,000th Oleh makes this moment even more meaningful, 
and I am really looking forward to beginning this new chapter of my life here 
in Israel as a student at Ben Gurion University’s Medical School for 
International Health and a future physician in the Israeli medical system.” 
"I would like to congratulate the 225 North American Olim who made Aliyah 
today with Nefesh B'Nefesh,” said Pnina Tamano-Shata, Minister of Aliyah 
and Integration. "They are joining the other 50,000 Olim from around the 
world who made Aliyah this year. It is our duty to ensure they experience a 
swift transition, and we will do everything in our power to make sure their 

absorption process is as seamless as possible. I also congratulate the 
terrific organization, Nefesh B'Nefesh, which is currently celebrating its 20th 
anniversary, and wish them continued success in serving new immigrants. 
The Ministry of Aliyah and Integration hopes to continue its fruitful 
partnership with them and its shared mission of bringing Olim home." 
“El Al was founded to enable people from around the world to make their way 
to Israel,” said Omry Cohen, VP of Operations at El Al Israel Airlines. “It is 
our honor and privilege to partner with Nefesh B’Nefesh on these charter 
flights and help hundreds of people live their dream of Aliyah. Mazel Tov and 
Aliyah Tova!” 
Nefesh B’Nefesh is expecting to conclude the summer with approximately 
2,000 new Olim, among them 494 families, 315 single men and women, 205 
retirees, and 626 children, with the oldest Oleh being 101 years old and the 
youngest a two-month-old baby. Of the 2,000 Olim, there are 51 doctors and 
87 health professionals who will be integrating into the Israeli medical 
system. The leading cities where the Olim have chosen to settle are 
Jerusalem, Beit Shemesh, Modi'in-Maccabim-Reut, Tel Aviv-Jaffa, Ra'anana 
and Netanya. About 330 of the Olim have chosen to settle in the south, the 
north and the capital of Israel. 
 
IN A FIRST, WOMAN TO BE FEATURED AS A ROLE MODEL IN ISRAELI 
RELIGIOUS-SCHOOL PROJECT (Ha’aretz 8/15/22) 
Students in Israel's government-funded religious schools will for the first time 
learn about a female outstanding figure in the upcoming school year. 
Since the launch of the initiative "Le'oram Nelech" (Following in Their Light), 
the religious education council chooses an outstanding figure to be at the 
focus of their school and kindergarten programs each year. 
Nechama Leibowitz (1905-1997) – a religious educator and the recipient of 
the Israel Prize for Education – will be the first woman to be at the center of 
the project since its inception in 2011. 
Leibowitz was a renowned bible scholar who issued weekly Torah Portion 
readings focusing on traditional interpretations of the selected verses. In 
1956, she was awarded the Israel Prize for Education for her initiative. She 
was the sister of Prof. Yeshayahu Leibowitz. 
Following public criticism of the council's selection of only men, couples 
began to be featured as well – such has Rabbi Yosef Kapah and his wife 
Bracha, and Rabbi Shlomo Goren and his wife Tzfia – though up until now, 
not a single woman has been selected on her own merits. 
Some of the men previously chosen include Rabbi Zvi Yehuda Kook, the 
founder of the Mercaz Harav Yeshiva and the spiritual father of the Gush 
Emunim settler movement, and Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli, an Israel Prize laureate 
and a vehement opponent of evacuating Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank. 
 
ISRAELI SWIMMER GORBENKO DEFENDS 200M MEDLEY TITLE AT 
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP (i24NEWS 8/16/22) 
Israeli swimmer Anastasia Gorbenko on Tuesday defended her title in the 
200-meter individual medley stopping the clock at 2 minutes and 10.92 
seconds at the 2022 European Aquatics Championships in Rome. 
"I'm happy that I could close this extremely long season with a result like 
this," the 19-year-old swimmer said. 
The Israeli athlete won the title for the second year in a row, repeating her 
victory last year in Hungary. She beat Marit Steenbergen of the Netherlands 
and Sara Franceschi of Italy after leading from the first 50 meters.   
Gorbenko’s triumph marks the third medal for Israeli female swimmers at 
European Aquatics. The first one to bring the title to Israeli team was Amit 
Ivry, who won bronze in the 100-meter butterfly finals in 2012.  
Last year, Gorbenko won her second gold medal at the World Swimming 
Championships in Abu Dhabi, setting a new Israeli record by finishing the 
100-meter individual medley in 57.80 seconds. She also bagged the gold 
medal in the women's 50-meter breaststroke at the same tournament.  
In 2020, she became the first female Israeli athlete to reach the Olympic 
swimming final. As part of Israel’s delegation to Tokyo 2020, Gorbenko set a  
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new national record in the 100-meter backstroke. 
 
50 YEARS AFTER OLYMPIC ATTACK, ISRAELI MARATHON TEAM 
WINS GOLD AT CHAMPIONSHIPS IN MUNICH (JPost 8/17/22) 
Fifty years after 11 Israeli athletes were murdered at the 1972 Olympics in 
Munich, Israel’s men’s marathon team won gold at the European 
Championships in that same city. 
The Israeli team won on Monday with a total time of 6 hours, 31 minutes and 
48 seconds. Ethiopian-born Israeli runners Marhu Teferi and Gashau Ayale 
earned a silver and bronze medal, respectively, in the individual competition.  
Kenyan-born Israeli runner Lonah Chemtai Salpeter won Israel’s fourth 
medal of the day, taking bronze in the 10,000 meter run and setting an Israeli 
record with her time of 30:36:37. 
Israel’s impressive showing comes just weeks before the 50th anniversary of 
the 1972 Munich Massacre, during which the Palestinian terrorist group 
Black September murdered six Israeli coaches and five athletes after taking 
them hostage in the Olympic village.  
“In Munich, after everything that happened here in history, to come back and 
win is something special,” Teferi said, according to Ynet. 
As the anniversary approaches, the wounds remain fresh. All but one of the 
family members of the Israeli victims of the 1972 attack are planning to 
boycott a ceremony commemorating the victims in Munich next month. Ankie 
Spitzer, widow of the slain Israeli fencing coach Andrei Spitzer, said the 
families view Germany’s reported compensation offer as “a joke.” 
 
CONTINUOUS FRIENDLY FIRE INCIDENTS UNCOVER DECAY OF IDF'S 
GROUND FORCES (Yossi Yehoshua, YNet 8/17/22) 
The tragic incident that took place on Monday night, in which IDF Staff 
Sergeant Nathan Fitoussi was shot dead by his comrade-in-arms, marks the 
third time in the past year that a soldier was killed or wounded by friendly fire. 
The precise definition of friendly fire may not exactly apply to all three cases, 
but the recurring trend among them is the lack of discipline and inability to 
follow guidelines exhibited by the troops. 
On Monday, near the West Bank city of Tulkarm, we were abruptly reminded 
of the consequences that come with neglecting strict guidelines. 
The first of the three aforementioned incident took place in September, when 
a high-ranking commander and a sergeant from the elite Duvdevan Unit were 
wounded during an arrest operation in the West Bank village of Bruqin. The 
two accidentally entered the line of fire as a result of a lack of coordination 
between the forces. This event, however, took place during combat and is at 
least understandable. 
The second, and the most deadly, took place in Unit 621, otherwise known 
as Egoz. Maj. Ofek Aharon and Maj. Itamar Elharar died in the event, and the 
subsequent commission of inquiry found serious disciplinary discrepancies in 
the conduct of the troops involved. 
The head of the commission recommended the unit chief be ousted from his 
position to set an example to all IDF commanders. Despite IDF Chief of Staff 
Aviv Kochavi's decision to allow him to maintain post, the Egoz chief saw 
himself out. This disaster, and the IDF's management of it, raised a lot of 
criticism among the families of the fallen soldiers, as well as the general 
public. 
The most recent incident, which claimed the life of 20-year-old Fitoussi, does 
not fall under the official definition of friendly fire, because the bullets that 
took his life were fired from a single weapon during a conventional routine 
activity with clear guidelines. Contrary to initial claims, the neglect of the 
guidelines by the soldiers involved, were not due to having been worn out 
after weeks of strenuous shifts, given they had only arrived there on 
Thursday. 
The preliminary investigation revealed the victim left his post to pray, and 
was mistaken for an intruder by a fellow soldier upon his return. As a result, 
he was shot twice. Although the soldier who shot Fitoussi claimed to have 
acted in accordance the guidelines, he has some explaining to do. 

His claim that he felt his life was in danger is questionable at best. Had he 
asked the "suspect" to freeze, or shot in the air and then towards his legs - as 
per the IDF guidelines - the death could have been avoided. 
The IDF has neither footage of the incident, nor witnesses to testify, leaving 
the narrative up to the shooter. What happened while Fitoussi was off 
praying? Why did he not assume Fitoussi was on his way back to the post? 
What went through his head, and did he really follow the procedures? 
Getting answers to these questions is a difficult task, especially considering 
the fact that Fitoussi and the shooter were close friends, who served together 
for two years.  
The preliminary investigation of the incident in Egoz, which unlike the 
Fitoussi case included witnesses, the shooter's narrative changed several 
times before it was clear what really took place. Imagine getting to the truth 
with no witnesses to corroborate or dismiss testimonies. 
In recent flare-up in Gaza, dubbed Operation Breaking Dawn, the Israeli Air 
Force and Intelligence Corps excelled and showed their supremacy over 
IDF's ground forces.  
But with all due respect, in a "real" war, like the one we may have to fight 
against the Lebanese Hezbollah in the future, Israel will need its ground 
forces more than any other corps.  
Whoever thought the IDF is prepared for an actual war, might want to let the 
death of Fitoussi awaken them from their delusions. 
 
NOT JUST ANOTHER TERROR ATTACK (Nadav Shragai, Israel Hayom 
8/15/22) 
Sunday's terror attack in Jerusalem is not "just another terror attack" with 
civilians wounded and families grieving. 
An attack near the Western Wall is a strategic attack that endangers not only 
the lives of Jewish citizens and worshippers but the very Jewish presence in 
the Old City. 
Every year, about 10 million Jews visit the holy site, which can be accessed 
through three points: David Street (through the market), Hagai Street 
(through the Musrara neighborhood and Damascus gate), and public 
transport that passes through Dung Gate, which is where the shooting 
occurred. 
A terror attack near the Western Wall was intended to undermine the Jewish 
presence in the Old City. As such, the response must be strategic. 
Take these ten million people out of the Old City, and you will get a 
completely different place, or as Naomi Shemer put it, a world without Jews 
is lifeless, and Israel without Jews is desolate. All the more so when it comes 
to Jerusalem and its holy sites. 
Just two weeks before the Jewish month of Elul, when tens of thousands of 
Jews are expected to visit the Western Wall in preparation for Rosh 
Hashanah, this attack is a warning sign. 
When similar attacks happened in the past, such as the murder of Eliyahu 
Kay in 2021, Israel managed to prevent them from becoming a string of 
attacks. 
But that is not enough. A strategic attack, even if carried out by a lone 
terrorist, warrants a strategic response. This includes, of course, the ongoing 
incitement regarding the Al-Aqsa compound. It is quite possible that Amir 
Sidawi, who perpetrated Sunday's attack, was inspired by that. 
Just 36 hours before the shooting, Mufti Muhammad Ahmad Hussein praised 
the "sacred martyrs" and Muslims who "protect" Al-Aqsa. 
A day before the IDF launched Operation Breaking Dawn, an extensive 
Israeli counterterrorism campaign against the Palestinian Islamic Jihad in the 
Gaza Strip, a video posted on social media showed Muslim children singing 
a song of allegiance to Al-Aqsa. 
In recent years, Jerusalem, the Temple Mount, and the Western Wall have 
been used to unite Arab Israelis and Arabs in the West Bank, Gaza and east 
Jerusalem for a common goal: to push the Jews out of Jerusalem, its holy 
sites, and Israel in general. Sometimes it is done through organized 
terrorism. Other times, it's lone terrorists. The method might change, but not 
the goal. 
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