
YISE Programs and Listings
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and Holidays by 
learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos mornings in the Social Hall. This Shiur will be given by Rabbi Rosenbaum. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman will give the Gemara Shiur after the Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush, learning 
Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. 
Tzeischem L’Shalom - This Shabbos, July 23, help us wish Anita & Elliot Goodman a Tzeischem L’Shalom at a special Shalosh Seudos in the 
Social Hall, following the 7:55 PM Mincha. 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a new series on the laws of Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at 
the home of David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at 
rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos See flyer for details. 
Tradition and Minhagim - Learn how, when and why customs are created & explore the background of common customs. Sunday, July 24 and 
Sunday, July 31, 9:00 PM on Zoom A. Recording of first Shiur available at https://wp.yise.org/minhagim See flyer for details. 
Seeing the Hand of Hashem…In Daily Life - Presented by the YISE Meaningful Tefilah Project. Next lecture, “Seeing the Hand of Hashem in Daily 
Life,” with Mrs. Sharon Freundel on Sunday, July, 24, 10:30 AM on Zoom A. Recordings at wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem See flyer for details. 
A Wider Circle - Join YISE and KMS in volunteering at A Wider Circle on Sunday, July 31, from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM. For more information, 
and to RSVP for an hour or two, contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com Upper school students can get community service hours. 
See flyer for details. 
Come Join Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee: 
Rabbi Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, August 1, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more information, contact 
Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
July 22 - 23, 2022 - 24 Tammuz 5782 - Parshas Pinchas/Mevorchim Hachodesh 

Light Candles by 8:10 - Havdalah 9:14 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

COVID-19 Updates
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccine

(16 years of age or older), but who chooses to not be vaccinated 
may attend YISE Minyanim and events with the following 
guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals must remain masked at all 
times while in the Shul building, including at Kiddushes and/or 
other events containing food. Masks may not be removed to eat or 
drink. Exceptions will be made for private functions being held at 
the Shul, but that are not Shul sponsored events. 

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not come
to shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills, muscle aches,
sore throat, severe cough, headache, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea,
fatigue, congestion or runny nose, or new loss of sense of taste or
smell. If you have tested positive for COVID, you should follow
the CDC guidelines.

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for children
under 16.

• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE building.
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to 
return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each 
other as we navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger 
as individuals and as a community. 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by Esther & David Hornestay in memory of her father, Walter Berman, 
Yitzchak Zeev Ben Yosef Chaim, whose 14th Yahrzeit is 22 Tammuz, 

and by Max & Debi Rudmann to observe, on 23 Tammuz, the 19th Yahrzeit of Renee Rudmann, Rivka Bas 
Haim, beloved wife, mother, and grandmother. 

YISE Youth Announcements
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, July 23, from 10:00 AM until 
Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler room 
off the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) in the room 
behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years will meet at Shomrai and 
walk over to the Yeshiva. For more information, contact 
Debbie Katz at at dkatz@yise.org  
Calling All Rising 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi Rosenbaum is 
learning weekly with rising 5th and 6th grade boys one hour before 
Mincha in the YISE Social Hall. Bring your hard questions! 
Refreshments will be served.  
Parsha in the Park - Meet up with your buddies in the park, hear 
some Parsha insights, and cool off with delicious treats! 4:00 PM 
in the Kemp Mill Urban Park (across from YISE) on July 23, 
August 13 and August 20. See flyer for details. 

Shabbos Schedule 
Minyan locations are listed as B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social 

Hall. LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 8:10, and not before 6:58
• Mincha: 6:40 (Plag, S), 7:10 (B), 8:10 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:55 (B), 7:50 (Sephardi, LBM)

Everyone is invited to a special Shalosh Seudos in the Social Hall to
wish Tzeischem L’Shalom to Anita & Elliot Goodman, following the
7:55 PM Mincha.

• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:14
Divrei Torah/Shiurim: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Postelnek 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Sponsors: 
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by Michael Zatman

& Aliza Fink in commemoration of the 20th Yahrzeit of Michael’s
brother, Shimon Avraham Ben Shlomo Mayer, and their son Ben’s
birthday.

• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by Judy & Stuart Rosenthal in
honor of YISE, its gifted and inspiring rabbis, its dedicated and
tireless leadership, and its warm and wonderful members, on our 25th

anniversary of joining the shul.

Mazal Tov 
• Chana & Paul Berner on the birth of a great-grandson, Yehoshua

Zev. Mazal Tov to parents Hadassah & Avroham Tzvi Einhorn and 
grandparents Yaelle & Pesach Levi of Lakewood, NJ. 

• Sheila Gaisin on the engagement of her granddaughter, Esther (Esti)
Adler to Efraim Tiger of Teaneck, NJ. Mazal Tov to Esti & Efraim’s
parents, Miriam & Rabbi Elchanan Adler and Ruchi & Dr. Jonathan
Tiger. Mazal Tov to all the aunts, uncles and cousins.



Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for 
this Past Week: 

Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi 

Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur 
Rabbi Grossman’s Hashkama Minyan Gemara Shiur 
• Chani & Jay Parness in honor of their visiting grandchildren 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha Shiur 
• Max & Debi Rudmann to observe, on 23 Tammuz, the 19th Yahrzeit 

of Renee Rudmann, Rivka Bas Haim, beloved wife, mother, and 
grandmother. 

Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur 
• Max & Debi Rudmann to observe, on 23 Tammuz, the 19th Yahrzeit 

of Renee Rudmann, Rivka Bas Haim, beloved wife, mother, and 
grandmother. 

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all 
come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives 
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different 
remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship 
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to 
commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a 
great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while helping 
YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not 
available. 
 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 
(per day):  

• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha 
Shiurim together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship 
at $54 each. 
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each. 
 
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

YISE Programs and Listings 
(continued) 

Ask the Rabbi - Come join our virtual, interactive monthly program 
featuring different Halachic topics! This month's topic: Tzedakah. The first 
45 minutes is for Shailos submitted in advance and the last 15 minutes is for 
Q & A. Send in your questions about Tzedakah to: AskTheRabbi@yise.org 
by Sunday, July 31. The program will take place on Tuesday, August 2, 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM on Zoom A. For more info. and to submit questions by 
phone or anonymously, contact Miriam Friedman at 301-754-1517 or 
mfriedman2@yahoo.com To sponsor the program, please contact the YISE 
office. See flyer for details. 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed! As we return to a regular schedule of 
Kiddushes, volunteers are needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up 
and clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us 
know when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed 
Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical 
crises. We are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this 
program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., 
contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam 
Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at 
http://audio.yise.org 

 

 
Weekday Shiurim 

Options for in-person and remote learning are listed below. For the 
latest list and times, go to: 

https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed 

by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday through Friday, 
9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed 
by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:00 
PM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual 
self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, 
now learning Mishlei, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning Sefer 
Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - Sunday 
mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:50 AM Shiurim, in the Social 
Hall: 
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel 
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced Jew - Rabbi 

Hillel Shaps 
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak 

Grossman 
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging Parsha 

Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter 
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays 

at 10:00 AM, Zoom C. 
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 

8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps, 
hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361. 
• For Men: 

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page 
Gemara - in person in the Social Hall 

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading 
Responsa - Zoom D. 

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei Hatorah 
Gemara Skills Building - Zoom H. 

• For Women - Zoom I 
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, is on summer break. 

• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM. Join 
the fastest growing Halacha learning program in the world! Now 
back in person at YISE. Register at gwckollel.org/scp  

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin, 
Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco Beit 
Midrash. 

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social Hall, 9:00 
PM - 10:00 PM. For more information, contact Rabbi Levy 240-
423-8810. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s 
Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 9:00 AM, studying 
Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B, will resume on Monday, August 1. 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 
1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the Torah from a Deeper 
Perspective”, Zoom E, is on summer break. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, 
learning Maseches Bava Kama 9th Perek Merubah. Wednesday 
evenings, 7:30 PM on Zoom G. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the 
meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & 
password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom E: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
Zoom F: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 
Zoom H: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom I: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter 



Community Programs & Listings
The Capital Closet (formerly The Clothing Exchange) will be open to this community this Sunday, July 24, from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM. Come peruse 
our beautiful, curated selection of clothing for men, women and children, as well as uniforms! Our address is 1910 University Blvd, West in Silver Spring. 
We're in the brick house at the back of the parking lot. * Masks are required in The Capital Closet. There is no charge for items in The Capital Closet, but 
donations to Yad Yehuda are always appreciated. For more information contact: ncarmel@yadyehuda.org 
Is Covid Over? If Not, What Do I Need to Know? Rabbi Dr. Aaron Glatt will answer questions on July 25, 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM on Zoom. Go to 
https://www.bikurcholimgw.org/calendar for registration information. Presented by Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington. 
Men’s Night Swim @ Parkland Pool - Monday evenings, 9:15 PM - 10:05 PM. July 25, August 8, 15, 22, 29 and September 5. $10/swimmer, $7 if 2 or 
more in a group. 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, July 27, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
The Yasom in Your Classroom - All educators, school administrators & guidance counselors, community Chesed organizations, Rabbonim & Rebbetzins, 
and mental health professionals are invited to attend this unique professional development opportunity. Rabbi Nosson Muller, Menahel of Yeshivas Tiferes 
Tzvi in Chicago, will present this free program on Wednesday, August 3, 4:45 PM at Ohev Sholom Talmud Torah, 18320 Georgia Avenue, Olney, MD, as 
part of the Yarchei Kallah program for Mechanchim and Mechanchos. Questions? Contact Rabbi Shields at shieldsmoshe@gmail.com 
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
Mechanech.com is a tutoring platform based in Boca Raton Synagogue, matching tutors and parents of students in Jewish communities across the 
US and Canada. They provide tutors in both Judaic and English subjects. For more info. email yonatan@mechanech.com or call 347-210-6584. 
MitzvahCycle/MitzvahRun 2022 - Join Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington on Sunday, September 11, to bike, run or walk to support patients and their 
loved ones in our community. Fun, food and family-friendly activities. Register at www.mitzvahcycle.org Email asiegel@bikurcholimgw.org for more info. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Michtav M’Eliyahu: Thought and Perspective of Rav Eliyahu Dessler - Join Rabbi Yosef Musicante as he begins to explore Rav Dessler’s 
perspectives on Kabbalas Hatorah - Receiving the Torah! Mondays - 8:30 PM at SEHC, 10900 Lockwood Drive and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 279 
256 7843 Password: Learn 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
Parsha Explorations with Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Presented by the Greater Washington Community Kollel and Kemp Mill Synagogue, 
Sunday evenings, 7:30 PM at KMS and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 655 813 1022, Passcode: 365636. For men and women. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org  
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names 
(anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org: Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary 
date, name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts based on the date of the event. 

 

The Week Ahead Sunday 
July 24 

Monday 
July 25 

Tuesday 
July 26 

Wednesday 
July 27 

Thursday 
July 28 

Friday, July 29
Rosh Chodesh 

 

Shacharis 
Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:35, 8:45 

Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 8:10 8:10 8:10 8:10 8:10 See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 8:00 8:00 8:00 8:00 8:00 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 4:33 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 5:07 AM, Latest Netz: 6:08 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 9:38 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:51 PM, Earliest Shkia: 8:21 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 9:13 PM 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, July 27 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

    Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi     Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
July 29 - 30, 2022 - 2 Av 5782 

Parshas Matos/Masei 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 8:04, but not before 6:53 
• Mincha: 6:35 (Plag, S), 7:05 (B), 8:05 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 8:00 (B), 7:55 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:07 



A Quick Thought on the Parsha from Rabbi Postelnek 

Pinchas 5782: 

Waiting with Anticipation 

Video available at https://wp.yise.org/shabbos

There are many things in life that we anticipate and wait for. 

We are commanded to bring the Korban Tamid, the daily sacrifice, in this week’s Parsha. The Pasuk 
(Bamidbar 28:2) states, “Korbani … TiShmiru LiHakriv Li BiMoado - My offering … you shall take 
care to offer to Me at its appointed time.” We are told to be careful and vigilant to bring the daily 
sacrifice at its designated times, both morning and evening. This understanding of the Pasuk assumes the 
meaning of the word “TiShmiru” is to take guard and caution.  

However, the word Shamar has another meaning. Back in Beraishis, when Yosef approaches his father, 
Yaakov, to share his dreams of his family bowing down to him, Yaakov expresses disbelief and tells 
Yosef that his dreams are impossible; they cannot happen. Yet, as Yosef walks away, the Torah 
describes (Beraishis 37:11), “V’Aviv Shamar Es Hadavar – but his father [Yaakov] guarded the matter.” 
Rashi explains “Shamar – he guarded” means he awaited and yearned for the day Yosef’s dreams would 
come to fruition. From here we learn the word Shamar has the additional meaning of anticipation and 
longing for something to occur.  

Based on this, the Sfas Emes (Pinchas 5647) teaches that TiShmeru Lihakriv is a command to anticipate 
and await those moments when the daily sacrifice is brought. When the Beis Hamikdash stood, that 
meant waiting for when it was physically brought. While today in Galus, in exile, it means we have a 
Mitzvah to yearn and desire for the return of the Beis HaMikdash and Korban Tamid. 

The Sfas Emes explains further that nowadays Tefillah, prayer, stands in place of the sacrifices, and the 
Torah is teaching us that we must also look forward to the times in our day when we have opportunity to 
pray and speak with Hashem. Of course, it’s sometimes challenging to have the peace and presence of 
mind to look forward to davening, let alone to actually pray… But in a beautiful book titled Prepare My 
Prayer, Rabbi Dov Singer expresses the following poem and thought: In the race that is life, in which 
we run from task to task … the secret is in the pause … to quiet the motor that pushes me constantly … 
to calm my mind, to awaken the inner desire concealed deep within, to stand before God, to enter God’s 
gates.” 

A key to looking forward to prayer is to find quiet moments in which to awaken that inner desire to 
speak to Hashem and to give expression to the inner longing which is often suppressed by the 
commotion of life. In this way, we can hope to fulfill the command of TiShmiru L’Hakriv. 

The Navi Yeshayahu (26:2) says, “Pischu She’arim, V’Yavo Goy Tzadik Shomer Emunim - Open the 
gates, so that a righteous nation, awaiting the realization [of God's promise], may enter.” We are a nation 
that is Shomer Emunim, that awaits and yearns for many things. But most of all, we long for Hashem to 
fulfill his promise to end the exile. During these three weeks specifically, we yearn for the return of the 
Beis HaMikdash when its entrances will be wide open and the doors of Tefillah will be swung aside… 
so we can finally enter through God’s gates. 

Have an amazing Shabbos! 





Seeing the Hand of Hashem...
In Nature
In History

In Our Own Lives
A lecture series presented by the Meaningful Tefilah Project 

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah. 
Co-sponsored by Kemp Mill Synagogue

To support this year-long series as a sponsor, send your check ($36, $72, $180) made out to YISE 
(memo: Meaningful Tefilah) to: YISE, 1132 Arcola Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20902

Sunday, August 21 at 10:30 a.m.
Both in person at YISE and over Zoom
Seeing the Hand of Hashem in History
Mrs. Channah Cohen, OU Applied Researcher; former JLIC Educator
From Av to Elul: Heroes Are Not Born in the Light 
Lessons from the Fall of the Second Temple
Please RSVP to stuartrosenthal@yise.org with the number who will 
attend in person, as a light brunch will be served after the presentation.

Prior lectures on Seeing the Hand of Hashem 
in Nature and History are now available at 

wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem

Sunday, July 24 at 10:30 a.m.
Seeing the Hand of Hashem in Daily Life
Mrs. Sharon Freundel, Managing Director  
Jewish Education Innovation Challenge

Go to zoom.com and enter Zoom ID: 416-963-9000
password: 492019

To register and receive reminders, 
send your email address to stuartrosenthal@yise.org
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18 The Method to the Minhag: How a Custom
Is Created and When Does It Become
Binding?
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Learn how, when and why customs are
created & explore the background of

common customs
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Behind the Minhag: Pinky Pointing, Three
Rules of Lecha Dodi, 9 Days' Travel Ban,
and More! 

Closer to Home: Some Minhagim Unique
to Our Shul

Rabbi Postelnek
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Meeting ID   416 963 9000
Password   492019 

YISE PRESENTS



J O I N  Y I S E  Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

S t a r t i n g  J u l y  5 t h  

At the home of David and Tamara Goodman 

WITH RABBI POSTELNEK

Tuesdays
 8:15 - 9:00PM 

11611 Kemp Mill Rd

Learn the background & practical laws that 
we encounter every week in our own homes!



 

Volunteer with A Wider Circle! 

Co-sponsored by YISE and KMS 

   

 
Come do community service and volunteer for one 
or two hours of fun!  A Wider Circle helps 
children and adults lift themselves out of 
poverty. Help them out by joining any of these 
groups (activities may change): 
 
1. Sorting & stocking incoming donations 

2. Moving furniture 

3. Building and repairing furniture 

(Upper School can receive Community Service credit.) 

Where: A Wider Circle, 9159 Brookville Rd.  
Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Phone: (301) 608-3504 
 
When: Sunday, July 31, 2022 from 11AM – 1PM 
 

For more information and to make a reservation 
for one or both hours, please contact Miriam 
Friedman:  
mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
 

Please state your time preferences.  
 



ASK the RABBI  
Come join our virtual, monthly interactive program featuring 

different Halachic topics! 
 

Topic: Tzedakah 

The first 45 minutes are for Shailos submitted in advance and the last 15 are for Q & A. 

 I decided to give money to Tzedakah and then changed my mind.
Am I obligated to give it?

 Can financial assistance to adult children count as Tzedakah?
 How am I supposed to decide where my donations should go?

Send in your questions about Tzedakah to:  
AskTheRabbi@yise.org by Sunday, July 31. 

When: Tuesday, August 2, 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
Where: Zoom – Meeting ID: 416-963-9000, Passcode: 492019 

For more information and to submit questions by phone or anonymously, contact: 

Miriam Friedman at 301-754-1517 or mfriedman2@yahoo.com 

       To sponsor the program, please contact the YISE office. 



Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
Lessons of a Leader - The parsha of Pinchas 
contains a masterclass on leadership, as Moses 
confronts his own mortality and asks God to appoint 
a successor. The great leaders care about succession. 
In parshat Chayei Sarah we saw Abraham instruct 
his servant to find a wife for his son Isaac, so that the 
family of the covenant will continue. King David 
chose Solomon. Elijah, at God’s bidding, appointed 
Elisha to carry on his work. 
  In the case of Moses, the Sages sensed a certain 
sadness at his realisation that he would not be 
succeeded by either of his sons, Gershom or Eliezer. 
Such is the case with Keter Torah, the invisible 
crown of Torah worn by the Prophets and the Sages. 
Unlike the crowns of priesthood and kingship, it 
does not pass dynastically from father to son. 
Charisma rarely does. What is instructive, though, is 
the language Moses uses in framing his request: 
“May the Lord, God of the spirits of all flesh, choose 
a person over the congregation who will go out 
before them and come in before them, who will lead 
them out and bring them in, so that the congregation 
of the Lord will not be like sheep without a 
shepherd.” 
  There are three basic leadership lessons to be 
learned from this choice of words. The first, noted 
by Rashi, is implicit in the unusually long 
description of God as “the Lord, God of the spirits of 
all flesh.” This means, Rashi explains, “Master of 
the universe, the character of each person is revealed 
to You, and no two are alike. Appoint over them a 
leader who will bear with each person according to 
their individual character.” 
  The Rambam says that this is a basic feature of the 
human condition. Homo sapiens is the most diverse 
of all life forms. Therefore co-operation is essential 
– because we are each different, others are strong 
where we are weak and vice versa – but cohesion is 
also difficult, because we each respond to challenges 
in different ways. That is what makes leadership 
necessary, but also demanding: 
      This great variety, and the necessity of social life, 
are essential elements in human nature. But the well-
being of society demands that there should be a 
leader able to regulate the actions of each person; 
they must complete every shortcoming, remove 
every excess, and prescribe for the conduct of all, so 
that the natural variety should be counterbalanced by 
the uniformity of legislation, and the order of society 
be well established. 
  Leaders respect differences but, like the conductor 
of an orchestra, integrate them, ensuring that the 
many different instruments play their part in 
harmony with the rest. True leaders do not seek to 
impose uniformity. They honour diversity. 
  The second hint is contained in the word ish, “a 
person” over the congregation, to which God 
responds, “Take for yourself Joshua, a person [ish] 
of spirit. The word ish here indicates something 
other than gender. This can be seen in the two places 
where the Torah uses the phrase ha-ish Moshe, “the 
man Moses”: 
  One is in Exodus: The man Moses was highly 
respected [gadol me’od, literally “very great”] in the 

land of Egypt, in the eyes of Pharaoh’s servants and 
the people. 
  The second is in Numbers:  Now the man Moses 
was very humble [anav me’od], more so than anyone 
else on the face of the earth. 
  Note the two characteristics, seemingly opposed – 
great and humble – both of which Moses had in high 
degree (me’od, “very”). This is the combination of 
attributes Rabbi Yochanan attributed to God himself: 
“Wherever you find God’s greatness, there you find 
His humility.” Here is one of his proof-texts: “For 
the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, 
the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no 
partiality and accepts no bribes. He defends the 
cause of the orphan and the widow, and loves the 
stranger residing among you, giving them food and 
clothing”. 
  An ish in the context of leadership is not a male but 
rather, someone who is a mensch, a person whose 
greatness is lightly worn, who cares about the people 
others often ignore, “the orphan, the widow and the 
stranger,” who spends as much time with the people 
at the margins of society as with the elites, who is 
courteous to everyone equally and who receives 
respect because they give respect. 
  The real puzzlement, however, lies in the third 
clause: “Choose a person over the congregation who 
will go out before them and come in before them, 
who will lead them out and bring them in.” This 
sounds like saying the same thing twice, which the 
Torah tends not to do. What does it mean? 
  The Torah is hinting here at one of the most 
challenging aspects of leadership, namely timing and 
pace. The first phrase is simple: “who will go out 
before them and come in before them.” This means 
that a leader must lead from the front. They cannot 
be like the apocryphal remark of one British 
politician: “Of course I follow the party. After all, I 
am their leader.” 
  It is the second phrase that is vital: “who will lead 
them out and bring them in.” This means: a leader 
must lead from the front, but he or she must not be 
so far out in front that when they turn around, they 
find that no one is following. Pace is of the essence. 
Sometimes a leader can go too fast. That is when 
tragedies occur. 
  To take two very different examples: when 
Margaret Thatcher was Prime Minister she knew she 
was going to have to confront the miners’ union in a 
long and bitter struggle. In 1981 they went on strike 
for a pay rise. Mrs Thatcher immediately made 
enquiries about the size of coal stocks. She wanted to 
know how long the country could survive without 
new supplies of coal. As soon as she discovered that 
stocks were low, she in effect conceded victory to 
the miners. She then, very quietly, arranged for coal 
to be stockpiled. The result was that when the miners 
went on strike again in 1983, she resisted their 
demands. There was a prolonged strike, and this time 
it was the miners who conceded defeat. A battle she 
could not win in 1981 she was able to win in 1983. 
  The very different example was that of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. The peace process he 
engaged with the Palestinians between 1993 and 
1995 was deeply controversial, within Israel and 
beyond. There was some support but also much 
opposition. The tension mounted in 1995. In 
September of that year, I wrote an article in the press 
giving him my own personal support. At the same 

time, however, I wrote to him privately saying that I 
was deeply worried about internal opposition to the 
plan, and urging him to spend as much time 
negotiating with his fellow Israeli citizens – 
specifically the religious Zionists – as with the 
Palestinians. I did not receive a reply. 
  On Motsei Shabbat, 4 November 1995, we heard 
the news that Prime Minister Rabin had been 
assassinated at a peace rally by a young religious 
Zionist. I attended the funeral in Jerusalem. 
Returning the next day, I went straight from the 
airport to the Israeli ambassador to sit with him and 
talk to him about the funeral, which he had not been 
able to attend, having had to stay in London to deal 
with the media. 
  As I entered his office, he handed me an envelope, 
saying, “This has just arrived for you in the 
diplomatic bag.” It was Yitzhak Rabin’s reply to my 
letter – one of the last letters he ever wrote. It was a 
moving re-affirmation of his faith, but tragically by 
the time it was delivered he was no longer alive. He 
had pursued peace, as we are commanded to do, but 
he had gone too fast for those who were not yet 
prepared to listen. 
  Moses knew this himself from the episode of the 
spies. As Maimonides says in The Guide, the task of 
fighting battles and conquering the land was just too 
much for a generation born into slavery. It could 
only be done by their children, those born in 
freedom. Sometimes a journey that seems small on 
the map takes forty years. 
  Respect for diversity, care for the lowly and 
powerless as well as the powerful and great, and a 
willingness to go no faster than people can bear – 
these are three essential attributes of a leader, as 
Moses knew from experience, and as Joshua learned 
through long apprenticeship to the great man 
himself. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
“Do battle against the Midianites and smite them. 
They are your enemies because of the plot which 
they plotted against you concerning the incident 
involving Pe’or and the incident involving Kozbi the 
daughter of the Prince of Midian, their sister, who 
was slain on the day of the plague in the incident 
involving Pe’or.” 
  Why did Pinchas kill Kozbi? Was it because of her 
immoral sexual seduction of an Israelite, Zimri ben 
Salou, or because she and her Midianite clan 
worshipped the idol Pe’or? Rashi is aware of the 
ambiguity of the verse, and suggests that the end-
goal of the Midianites, and the reason for which they 
sent their daughters to tempt the Israelite men, was 
to get the Israelites to worship Pe’or. 
  And, in fact, there does seem to be a strong linkage 
between blatant sexual immorality among Jew and 
gentile, and worship of Pe’or as the mother of all 
idolatries. But what exactly is the central nature of 
the transgression here? Sexual immorality between 
Jew and gentile, or Pe’or idolatry? 
  I would argue that a careful reading of Pinchas’ act 
clearly emphasizes a fusion of two intermingled 
transgressions. In last week’s Torah portion, the 
introduction to the story of public cohabitation 
begins: 
  “And the Israelites dwelt in Shittim, and began to 
whore after the daughters of Moab. And it happened 
that the Israelite nation served their idols… and 

Likutei Divrei Torah 
Gleanings of Divrei Torah on Parashat Hashavuah 
via the Internet

Sponsored by Dr. Israel and Rebecca Rivkin, Jerusalem, 
in memory of Rebecca's brother, 

Rabbi Reuven Bulka, a”h, 
on the occasion of his first yahrzeit 

Volume 28, Issue 41 Shabbat Parashat Pinchas 5782 - B”H

In memory of Scott Leitner, a”h 

In loving memory of 
Dr. Allen Gaisin, z”l, 

on the occasion of his third yahrzeit 



  Likutei Divrei Torah2
Israel became joined to Ba’al Pe’or; the anger of 
God waxed hot against Israel,” 
  What was the sin? Was it whoring, or the idolatry 
of Pe’or? Clearly, it was both together! This notion 
of the fusion of sins appears in our rabbinic 
commentaries. Bil’am is identified as “ben Beor” 
which might be identified with Pe’or, son of the idol 
Pe’or. And when the narrative continues to describe 
how “Balak took Bil’am to the top of Mount Pe’or”, 
Rashi comments, “Balak was a great magician, and 
he saw that the Israelites would eventually be 
punished because of Pe’or,” which apparently 
applies to idolatry. 
  However, when the Talmud describes the evil 
counsel that Bil’am offered the nations who wished 
to vanquish Israel, the picture presented is one of 
sexual seduction by the young gentile women. It 
would seem that the sin was an idolatry linked to 
sexual abandon, both transgressions joined together. 
  In order to truly understand this, as well as to 
understand the idolatrous nature of our own society 
today, we must attempt to understand the nature of 
Pe’or idolatry. The Mishnah teaches that Pe’or was 
worshipped by defecating in front of his graven 
image, the kind of “appetizing” religious cult which 
one would think hardly could attract masses of 
adherents. 
  Yet apparently Pe’or was very popular, at least for 
Midianites and Moabites. Yes, defecation is a 
perfectly normal human function, and the individual 
who relieves himself genuinely feels relieved! 
Hence, goes this thought, that is exactly how god is 
to be served! “Do whatever is natural to do, do 
whatever makes you feel good”. 
  Is this not merely a cultural precursor to much of 
contemporary, postmodern, ego-centric, hedonistic 
thought toward life?! Discipline and consistency 
have become the “hobgoblin of little minds,” and 
self-expression takes precedence over duty to family, 
to country, and to ideals. It is a mindset that grants 
individuals the right not only to their own opinion 
but also to make up their own facts. 
  This is the very antithesis of the Biblical directive 
(at the predawn of human history in the Garden of 
Eden) for self-control and self-limitation – not eating 
forbidden fruit and defining good and evil based on 
God’s objective Divine will, not on one’s subjective, 
instinctive desires. 
  Pe’or denies absolute morality. For Pe’or, the 
human is no different from animal; he is a creature 
of instinct, who may defecate publicly just as 
animals defecate publicly, and he has no innate 
responsibility – not even before God. 
  What was the greater crime, worshipping Pe’or or 
indulging in public fornication? In truth, they are one 
and the same. Pe’or teaches that if one feels like 
fornicating, one fornicates when and with whom one 
wishes to do it. After all, sex has nothing to do with 
love and sanctity, and everything to do with a natural 
physical urge, much more in line with defecation 
than a sacred union. 
  Rabbinical voices such as Menachem Meiri (13th 
Century Spain) were absolutely correct: idolatry has 
less to do with theology and much to do with the 
“disgusting, immoral practices” of those who follow 
the teachings of the likes of Pe’or. Zimri ben Salou 
was not only expressing his desire; he was rebelling 
against Moses, against God, and against the very 
foundation of Torah. 
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
Zealotry and Tolerance - Jewish people teach 
Jewish values to their children, and to all who wish 
to be informed about their faith. If one is asked 
“Should I or should I not?” we generally respond 
with clear and certain advice: “Yes, you should”, if 
the value is a positive one, or “No, you should not”, 
when the value in question demands inaction. 
  Strangely, however, there is one positive value in 

our religion to which we are not to respond “Yes, go 
and do it.” I speak of the value of zealotry. 
  Zealous acts are noble acts in our tradition. This is 
illustrated in the story begun in the last week's Torah 
portion and concluded this week in the parsha named 
for the zealot Pinchas. 
  Pinchas confronted a Jewish prince named Zimri in 
an act of idolatrous promiscuity with a Midianite 
woman named Kozbi. He "took a spear in his 
hand… And thrust both of them through, the man of 
Israel, and the woman through her belly." For this he 
is commended by the Almighty Himself, who says, 
"Pinchas... was very zealous for My sake… 
Therefore… I give unto him My covenant of 
peace… Because he was zealous for his God, and 
made atonement for the children of Israel." 
  Clearly, zealotry is a divinely approved positive 
value. Yet, I ask you, dear reader, suppose you had 
witnessed such an immoral and defiant act about to 
take place and would come to ask me, your Rabbi, 
whether or not you should take up a spear and thrust 
it through the two sinners. Would I be permitted to 
encourage you to emulate Pinchas? 
  The Talmud tells us that Moses himself was 
uncertain as to whether this act of taking human 
lives was permissible. Pinchas acted on his own. 
Indeed, the Talmud clearly states that if someone 
comes to inquire as to whether or not to commit such 
an act of extreme zealotry, he should not be 
instructed to do so. I, as a Rabbi, would have to 
discourage you from taking up the spear and taking 
the lives of even the most blatant of sinners. 
  Yet, elsewhere in the Bible and in post-biblical 
writings, we find others besides Pinchas who 
performed similar acts of zealotry. One of them is 
the prophet Elijah whose story is read in other years 
in the haftarah for this week’s parsha. Elijah, whom 
our sages equate with Pinchas, says of himself, "I 
have been very zealous for the Lord…The children 
of Israel have forsaken thy covenant…" 
  Yet another famous example is the High Priest 
Matityahu, whom we all recall from the story of 
Hanukkah. Of him we read, "Matityahu saw a 
Jewish man about to offer a sacrifice on an alien 
altar in the presence of the entire congregation, and 
he was zealous, and swiftly slaughtered the man…
and smashed the altar to bits; thereby, he was zealous 
on behalf of the Torah just as Pinchas had done to 
Zimri." 
  What a paradox! Three great heroes of the Jewish 
people, all praised highly for their zealotry. And yet, 
if any of us today were to inquire of a Jewish rabbi 
of the highest rank, or of a Jewish court, as to 
whether he could emulate them and zealously harm a 
sinner, he would not receive permission to do so. 
  It is apparent that such acts of zealotry are limited 
to those whose motives are of the purest order, and 
who are moved by their sincere desires to restore the 
glory of God when it is publicly profaned. Zealotry 
is not for every man. 
  This is a most timely lesson. There are many 
members of the Jewish people today who are stirred 
by feelings of righteous indignation to protest 
actions and statements that, to them, seem 
blasphemous, immoral, or just plain wrong. But they 
dare not act, and certainly not act violently, against 
those actions or statements. They must first be 
certain that their motives are as pure and authentic as 
were the motives of Pinchas, Elijah, and Matityahu. 
And none among us can be so certain of our 
motives! 
  Our times call for a different approach entirely. 
Today, we must conform to an almost opposite Torah 
value; namely, tolerance. 
  Tolerance is preferable to zealotry. This is a lesson 
which can be found in the very text which tells of 
Pinchas' zealotry. After he commits his violent act, 
the Almighty concludes His statement of approval 
with the gift of "My covenant of peace." Many of 

our commentaries, notably that of the Netziv, 
emphasize that this covenant was given to Pinchas as 
a kind of corrective, as a way of demonstrating that, 
although zealotry is sometimes warranted, the 
ultimate Jewish value is peace. 
  For individuals who are sincerely motivated to be 
zealous, there is a helpful perspective which is 
recommended. That perspective encourages us to 
find holiness buried within heresy, and sanctity 
somewhere in the midst of sin. When human faults 
can be seen as transient aberrations which cloud so 
much that is good and noble, zealotry fades into the 
background, and kindness and compassion prevail. 
  This perspective is expressed so eloquently in the 
poetic words of Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook. I am 
indebted to my good friend, Yaakov Dovid 
Schulman for providing me with a translation of this 
passage: 
  Tolerance:  When tolerance of points of view 
comes from a heart that is pure and cleansed of all 
evil, that tolerance is not liable to chill the flame of 
holy feelings containing simple faith—which is the 
source of all life. Instead, that tolerance broadens 
and magnifies the foundation of heaven-directed 
fervor. 
  Tolerance is armed with a very great faith. 
Ultimately, it realizes the complete impossibility of a 
soul being emptied of all holy life. This is because 
the life of the living God fills all life. And so, even 
where actions come out in a destructive fashion, 
where points of view collide into heresy, there still 
must be—in the midst of the heart, in the depth of 
the soul—the living light of hidden holiness. And 
this is apparent in the good aspects that we find in 
many corners, even on those ravaged avenues 
touched by heresy and corroded by doubt. From the 
midst of this great, holy knowledge and faith comes 
tolerance, which encircles everything with a thread 
of kindness. "I will assemble Jacob, all of you!"  
Words to remember, especially today. 
OU Devar Torah: Dr. Erica Brown 
Growth through Discomfort 
Rashi believes that Moses, following in the footsteps 
of Jacob, Joshua, Samuel and David, gathered 
everyone together to rebuke them before he took 
leave of this world. There is something harsh and 
grating in this idea, that the last words of a beloved 
and beleaguered leader to his followers are words of 
chastisement. The Sifrei, the midrashic compilation 
on Deuteronomy, presents four reasons why people 
offer rebuke on their deathbeds: in order to criticize 
once rather than repeatedly; the shame of the person 
criticized is mitigated by the fact that this is a final 
meeting; to prevent the person who is rebuked from 
harboring a grudge against the rebuker; in order that 
they may part in peace. 
  Each of these reasons aims at clearing a path so the 
relationship can move forward. The last words 
someone utters are profoundly impactful, and stay 
embedded in the receiver’s mind, precisely because 
they are the last ones. If you were to hear criticism 
again and again it would wash over you without 
really making a soulful mark. Sincere and thoughtful 
feedback not only fulfills the biblical command, 
“You shall not hate your brother in your heart; you 
shall surely rebuke your friend”, it also helps clear 
the barriers that stand in the way of a relationship. 
Rather than a final parting with the mystery of words 
unsaid, a last-ditch effort at advice and guidance can 
be its own meaningful legacy, a gift from the person 
who is leaving us forever. 
Excerpted from Erica Brown’s In the Narrow Places: 
Daily Inspiration for the Three Weeks, co-published 
by OU Press and Maggid Books 
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In this week’s Parashah, we read of the Mussaf sacrifices
that were to be brought on Shabbat and each festival. The
Torah says (28:10): “Olat Shabbat be’Shabbato” / “The
elevation-offering of each Sabbath on its own Sabbath.”
Literally, this teaches that, if, for any reason, the Korban Mussaf
was not brought on one Shabbat, it may not be made up the
following week.

R’ Moshe Yehoshua Hager z”l (1916-2012; Vizhnitzer
Rebbe) writes that this verse alludes, as well, to a lesson about
Shabbat observance: “Olat Shabbat be’Shabbato” / “The
elevation a person experiences as a result of observing Shabbat
is in his Shabbat.” What a person gets out of Shabbat depends
on what he puts into Shabbat.

The Vizhnitzer Rebbe continues: We say in the Friday night
Zemirot, “Whoever sanctifies the seventh day as befits it, his
reward is very great, according to his deeds.” At first glance, the
song appears to contradict itself. Is the reward for Shabbat
observance “very great,” or is it “according to his deeds”? In
reality, there is no contradiction, the Rebbe explains. Imagine
an investment with a return of 100% -- a “very great” return.
Nevertheless, a person’s profits will be “according to his
deeds.” If he invests $1,000, he will get back $2,000. But, if he
invests only $100, he will get back only $200. The same is true
of Shabbat. What a person gets out of it depends on what he
invests in it--referring, of course, to preparing oneself
spiritually and getting a spiritual return.  (Yeshuot Moshe:
Ma’adenei Ha’shulchan)

Shemittah
Midrash Mechilta considers--and ultimately rejects--the possibility that

Shabbat--the Sabbath Day--need not be observed during the Shemittah--the
Sabbath Year. Though the Midrash rejects this idea, the fact that it could even be
entertained hints at significant connections between Shabbat and Shemittah. In
this space, we are exploring those connections.

The Gemara (Shabbat 118b) teaches: “Yerushalayim was destroyed only
because its people transgressed Shabbat.” However, the Midrash Torat
Kohanim, citing the verse (Vayikra 26:43), “The Land will be bereft of them,
and it will be appeased for its sabbaticals having become desolate of them,”
states that the exile took place because the Jewish People did not observe the
Shemittah. Specifically, the Midrash states that the Babylonian exile lasted 70
years because 62 Shemittot / sabbatical years and eight Yovlot / jubilee years
had been neglected over the preceding centuries.

Are the Gemara and the Midrash arguing? R’ Aryeh Leib Hakohen Shapira
shlita (Menahel Ruchani of the Ponovezh Yeshiva in Bnei Brak, Israel) explains
that they are not. As discussed here in prior issues, R’ Meir Leibush Weiser z”l
(1809-1879; Poland, Romania, and Ukraine; known as “Malbim”) writes that
it would be fitting if our land would rest every Shabbat, but it does not; plants
continue to grow on the Day of Rest. Therefore, we have a Shemittah year,
when the land rests for an entire year, once every seven years. This makes up
the missing days of rest that accumulated during the prior six years.

It follows, writes R’ Shapira, that failing to observe the Shemittah is exactly
the same as transgressing Shabbat. Thus, there is no contradiction between the
quoted sources.  (Chazon L’mo’ed: Ha’Shabbat Ve’shabbat Ha’aretz p.28)

The Gemara (on the same page cited above) states: “If Yisrael would
observe two Shabbatot in accordance with Halachah, they would be redeemed
immediately.” R’ David Kimchi z”l (Radak; 1160–1235; Narbonne, France)
writes in his father’s name that the Gemara means one Shabbat and one
Shemittah, for neglect of both caused the exile.  

(Commentary to Yeshayah 56:4)
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“To Ozni, the Ozni family . . .”  (26:16)
Rashi writes: “This is the family of Etzbon (see Bereishit 46:16), and I

do not know why his family was not called by his name.” [Until here from
Rashi]

R’ Yeshayah Halevi Horowitz z”l (the Shelah Hakadosh; rabbi of Prague
and Yerushalayim; died 1630) writes: The Gemara (Ketubot 5b) states that
the reason human fingers were created in the shape of pegs is so that a
person can use them to plug his ears and not hear Lashon Ha’ra. The
Hebrew word for “ear” is “Ozen,” and the Hebrew word for “finger” is
“Etzba.” Thus, the pairing of these two names alludes to the Gemara’s
teaching.  (Shnei Luchot Ha’brit: Derech Chaim Tochachot Mussar)

R’ Ze’ev Wolf Olesker z”l (1700-1777; Galicia and Eretz Yisrael)
suggests another connection. He writes: All good things are dependent on
listening. We read, for example (Devarim 11:13), “It will be if you listen to
My commandments,” then good things will happen, as described in the
verses that follow. Likewise, we read (Shoftim 9:7), “Listen to me, and
Elokim will listen to you.” And, the prophet Shmuel said (Shmuel I 15:22),
“Does Hashem take delight in Olot / burnt offerings and Zevachim / feast
offerings as much as in [your] listening to the voice of Hashem? Behold!
Listening is better than a choice offering; attentiveness [is better] than the
fat of rams.” If one turns his ear (“Ozen”) to listen to the words of our sages,
to words of Mussar / character improvement, and to listen when the
Chazzan repeats the Shemoneh Esrei (and answer “Amen”), that is a sign
that his great desire for Mitzvot, R’ Olesker writes.

He continues: The Aramaic for word for “desire” is “Zvi,” and the
conjugation meaning “I desire” is “Etzbo.” If I give my “Ozen” (ear) to
Hashem, it is a sign of my “Etzbon” (desire) for Mitzvot.  

(Derashot Ha’razah)

“May Hashem, Elokim of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over
the assembly who will go out before them and come in before them,
who will lead them out and who will bring them in . . .”  (27:16-17)

Rashi z”l comments: “Who will lead them out”--safely, through his
merits. “And who will bring them in”--safely, through his merits.

R’ Yerucham Levovitz z”l (Mashgiach Ruchani of the Mir Yeshiva; died
1936) observes: We learn from Rashi’s comment that the Jewish idea of
leadership is very different from the world’s idea of leadership. A Jewish
leader is not someone who uses his power to command others to do his
will. A Jewish leader is one who carries the entire congregation on his
shoulders, who is ready to give up his own merits [i.e., the reward for his
own good deeds] for the well-being of his charges.  (Da’at Torah)

2
“Therefore, say, ‘Behold! I give him My covenant of Shalom /

peace’.”  (25:12)
There is an opinion that Pinchas is one and the same as Eliyahu

Hanavi. (See Bava Metzia 114b and Rashi z”l there). R’ Mordechai Menashe
Zilber shlita (Toldos Yehuda-Stutchiner Rebbe in Brooklyn, N.Y.) explains:

Eliyahu Hanavi lives forever, as Adam Ha’rishon was meant to do. In
the generations after Adam’s sin, all of mankind made peace with the new
reality in which man sins and dies; they resigned themselves to it. Not so
Eliyahu. He was a true zealot who never made peace with sin, and,
therefore, he merited Hashem’s “covenant of peace”--the peace that Adam
was meant to enjoy.

The Midrash known as Tanna D’vei Eliyahu, attributed by many to
Eliyahu Ha’navi, begins by quoting the verse (Bereishit 3:24), “He drove
man out [of Gan Eden].” In light of the above, it is understandable why
Eliyahu would begin by highlighting Adam’s downfall. And, as the one who
never made peace with our current situation, Eliyahu will herald the day
when the world will achieve its ultimate perfection. This is why we
prepare a fifth cup of wine at the Pesach Seder and call it “Eliyahu’s cup.”
This cup parallels the fifth expression of redemption (Shmot 6:8), “I shall
bring you to the land”--in contrast to Adam’s expulsion from his utopia.

Zimri ben Salu, whom Pinchas killed, is also known in the Torah as
“Shlumiel ben Tzurishaddai,” a name that contains the letters of “Shalom”
within it. Zimri/ Shlumiel was meant to reinstate the peace that existed
before Adam’s sin. Instead, he made peace with evil.  

(Mishbetzot Zahav p.134)

R’ Gamliel Hakohen Rabinovitch shlita (rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Sha’ar
Ha’shamayim in Yerushalayim) writes: It is the way of the world that some
people hate zealots. That is why the zealot Pinchas needed to be given a
special gift: Hashem’s covenant of peace.

He continues: This may explain the custom of some scribes to write
the word “shalom” in this verse with a shorter than usual or broken letter
“vav,” hinting that a zealot will never have peace with everyone. Of course,
such a person must make every effort to be at peace with as many people
as possible, but with everyone--he should know that that is impossible.
Even Pinchas was given an incomplete “Shalom”--i.e., with a broken “vav.”

A would-be zealot also must know, writes R’ Rabinovitch, that not
everyone can be a zealot. Our parashah opens by tracing Pinchas’ lineage
back to Aharon Hakohen, who loved peace and pursued peace (Avot ch.1).
Only a person who comes from a home imbued with a burning love for the
Jewish People may be a zealot.  (Tiv Ha’Torah)



  

At times, our desire to live a Torah-inspired life comes into direct conflict with the messages and values that we receive from 

society. The expectation to live our lives governed by contemporary mores or zeitgeist, contrary to what we hold near and dear, 

can pose a significant challenge. Remaining true to our own ethical code might subject us to derision or scorn, leaving us 

deflated and disheartened. How do we fortify ourselves to remain resolute?  

In Parshas Pinchas, we learn about the episode of B’nos Tzelophchad - the five daughters of Tzelophchad: Machlah, Noah, 

Chaglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. Tzelophchad was from the generation of the Exodus and was therefore entitled to a portion in the 

Land of Israel. He perished in the desert, however, leaving only daughters. Because the laws of inheritance were not yet fully 

transmitted, there was uncertainty as to the daughters’ right to inherit their father's portion. Motivated by their great love for 

the Land of Israel, and confident in the righteousness of their claim, they came forward and presented their case to Moshe. 

Moshe brought the matter to G-d, who agreed with the claim presented by B'nos Tzelophchad and instructed Moshe to convey 

this law of inheritance to the entire nation for all time.  

The greatness of B’nos Tzelophchad is self-evident, demonstrated by their love of the Land of Israel and their courage to present 

their claim. But the Medrash Yalkut Shimoni provides us insight into an additional dimension of their greatness. The Yalkut 

teaches us that every righteous individual who stands up for what is right and just in the face of opposing societal values merits 

the reward for what was otherwise destined for that entire generation. For example, Avraham stood firm against the idolatry of 

his time.  Similarly, Noach rose above the wickedness of his generation, and Lot resisted the cruel ways of Sodom. As a result, 

all of these luminaries merited the reward intended for their respective generations. So too, the Medrash continues, the B'nos 

Tzelophchad were entitled to such a grand reward for their conduct. B'nos Tzelophchad exhibited incredible love for the Land 

of Israel and were willing to present their claim to the leader of the Jewish people in order to vindicate that love. Even more 

remarkable, though; was the fact that they were willing to stand firm against a society that was rejecting the Land of Israel and 

rebelliously demanding “Give us a leader so that we may return to Egypt!'" In contrast to the rest of the nation's demonstration 

of a lack of faith in G-d and appreciation for the Land of Israel, B’nos Tzelophchad resisted the influences that surrounded them 

and took a stand in support of that which was sacred. Accordingly, they merited the reward that was otherwise earmarked for 

the whole generation.  

While peer pressure and social expectations to conform indeed form an imposing challenge, we should remember that the 

immense reward and love that we elicit from Above are commensurate with the difficulty of the circumstances. Recognizing 

and appreciating these situations as a wonderful opportunity to emulate our noble predecessors and draw close to G-d will 

provide us with the strength and courage to persevere.  

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org 
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Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

Therefore say, “Behold I give him My covenant of 

peace.” (25, 12) 

Hashem said, “Legally he should take his reward.” 

(Bamidbar Rabba 21, 1) 

The reward for mitzvas is not in this world. (Kiddushin 

39b) 

According to the opinion that there is no reward for 

mitzvas in this world, how could Pinchas receive reward 

for his good deed in this world? 

 

How were Serach and Asher the son of Yaakov 

related? 

  

 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. I have a special chair. 

2. I’ll answer the questions. 

3. I am the continuation of Pinchas. 

4. The birds were my waiters. 

 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I was for Haman. 

2. I was for Achan. 

3. I was for the division. 

4. I am not poor. 

 

 

 
#1 A sword (I was Bilaam’s end, I was for Yehoshua, I 

guard the garden, Zroa Netuyah/Outstretched arm.) 

#2 Balak Ben Tzipor (Don’t confuse my father with 

Gershom’s mother, Ruled, Unscrambled, I am “to 

curse,” I was a foreigner.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 Last week’s riddle:  

Hashem opened the mouth of the donkey and it said to Bilaam, “What 

have I done to you that you struck me these three times?” (22, 28)  

When did Hashem open the mouth of a different animal? 

Answer: When Eliyahu HaNavi took the cow to give to the idolaters on 

Har HaCarmel, the cow told Eliyahu that it did not want to be used for 

avoda zora. (Bamidbar Rabba 23:9). For another example, see Shmuel 

Aleph 6:12 and Avoda Zara 24b. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From our archives 

In Parashas Pinchas (27:1-11), Zelophehad’s daughters Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, 

Milcah and Tirzah petition Moshe for the right to inherit their father’s estate, since 

he had no son. [Chazal explain that they apparently knew that had he had a son, 

they would have had no claim to the inheritance, and they infer from this that the 

daughters were “wise” (Rashi).] Hashem responded by endorsing their claim and 

setting forth the rules of inheritance, which, as interpreted and elaborated upon by 

Chazal, are as follows (see Yad Ha’Chazakah, beginning of Hilchos Nachalos):  

If the decedent has living sons, the estate is divided equally between them, with 

the eldest son (the bechor) receiving a double share. If he has daughters but no 

sons, the estate is divided equally among the daughters. If he has neither sons nor 

daughters but his father is still alive, the father inherits the estate.  

If the decedent had sons (or no sons but daughters) who predeceased him, the 

sons’ (or daughters’) sons (or daughters, if any of the sons or daughters had no 

sons) inherit their fathers’ (or mothers’) shares of the estate on a per stirpes basis, 

with the share of each of the decedent’s children divided equally among his 

children. [E.g., if the decedent had two sons, both of whom predeceased him, and 

one of the sons had three sons, and the other, one daughter, each of the three 

grandsons inherits one sixth of the estate, and the granddaughter inherits half the 

estate.]  

The same procedure is applied iteratively to the subsequent heirs: if the decedent 

has no surviving issue and so his father is next in line to inherit, and the father has 

predeceased the decedent, then the father’s sons (or daughters, if the father had 

no sons) inherit the estate. If the father’s children have predeceased him, the estate 

passes to their children, as above. If the father has no surviving issue, then his father 

(the decedent’s grandfather) inherits the estate, and if he is no longer living, his 

heirs (as determined by the above rules) inherit the estate. This procedure is 

repeated until surviving heirs are found.  

An exception to the above is a married woman, whose husband inherits her estate, 

taking precedence over all her other heirs. 

GWCK wishes everyone a wonderful summer! 

Kollel classes (unless otherwise noted) conclude for the season this Thursday, 
July 28 and will resume be”H Rosh Chodesh Elul, Sunday, August 28. 
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