
YISE Programs and Listings  
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and Holidays by 
learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos mornings in the Social Hall. This Shiur will be given by Rabbi Postelnek. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman will give the Gemara Shiur after the Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush, learning 
Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. 
Tzeischem L'Shalom - Next Shabbos, July 23, help us wish Anita & Elliot Goodman a Tzeischem L'Shalom at a special Shalosh Seudos. Come 
join us on July 23. All are invited. For more information, please contact Simi Franco, simi@yise.org or Stuart Cohen at 301-943-5153. 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a new series on the laws of Shabbos with Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at 
the home of David & Tamara Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the WhatsApp group contact Rabbi Postelnek at 
rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/living-shabbos See flyer for details. 
Tradition and Minhagim - Learn how, when and why customs are created & explore the background of common customs. Monday, July 18, 
Sunday, July 24 and Sunday, July 31, 9:00 PM on Zoom A. See flyer for details. 
Seeing the Hand of Hashem…In Daily Life - Presented by the YISE Meaningful Tefilah Project. Next lecture, “Seeing the Hand of Hashem in Daily 
Life,” with Mrs. Sharon Freundel on Sunday, July, 24, 10:30 AM on Zoom A. Recordings at wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem See flyer for details. 
A Wider Circle - Join YISE and KMS in volunteering at A Wider Circle on Sunday, July 31, from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM. For more information, 
and to RSVP for an hour or two, contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com Upper school students can get community service hours. 
See flyer for details. 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
July 15 - 16, 2022 - 17 Tammuz 5782 - Parshas Balak 

Light Candles by 8:15 - Havdalah 9:20 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

COVID-19 Updates
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccine (16

years of age or older), but who chooses to not be vaccinated may attend 
YISE Minyanim and events with the following guidelines. 
Unvaccinated individuals must remain masked at all times while in the 
Shul building, including at Kiddushes and/or other events containing 
food. Masks may not be removed to eat or drink. Exceptions will be 
made for private functions being held at the Shul, but that are not Shul 
sponsored events. 

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not come to
shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills, muscle aches, sore throat,
severe cough, headache, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue,
congestion or runny nose, or new loss of sense of taste or smell. If you
have tested positive for COVID, you should follow the CDC guidelines.

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for children under 16.
• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE building.
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return our 
lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we navigate 
this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals and as a 
community. 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by Sheila Gaisin, Miriam & Rabbi Elchanan Adler, Meredith & Tal 
Benschar, Kelly & Arthur Gaisin, Deborah & Daniel Gaisin, Jeremy Gaisin, Shera & Reuven Gaisin, 

Chanalee & Shlomo Gaisin, and Drs. Gail & Avi Glicksman in loving memory of Dr. Allen Gaisin, 
Eliyahu Ben Menachem Mendel Hakohen, Z”L, on the occasion of his 3rd Yahrzeit. 

YISE Youth Announcements
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, July 16, from 10:00 AM until Shul 
ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler room off the 
Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) in the room behind the 
balcony. Ages 6-9 years will meet at Shomrai and walk over to the 
Yeshiva. For more information, contact Debbie Katz at at 
dkatz@yise.org  
Calling All Rising 5th and 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi Rosenbaum is learning 
weekly with rising 5th and 6th grade boys one hour before Mincha in the 
YISE Social Hall. Bring your hard questions! Refreshments will be served. 
Parsha in the Park - Meet up with your buddies in the park, hear 
some Parsha insights, and cool off with delicious treats! 4:00 PM in 
the Kemp Mill Urban Park (across from YISE) on July 23, August 13 
and August 20. See flyer for details. 

Shabbos Schedule 
Minyan locations are listed as B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = 
Social Hall. LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis 

Medrash 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 8:15, and not before 7:01
• Mincha: 6:45 (Plag, S), 7:15 (B), 8:15 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi,

LBM)
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 8:10 (B), 8:05 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:20
Divrei Torah/Shiurim: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Postelnek 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Postelnek 
• Shiur after Mincha Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 
Kiddush Sponsors: 
• The Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by Sahra &

Yale Ginsburg to thank those who are annual members of the
Hashkamah Minyan Group, and to encourage others to join.

• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by the Gaisin Family in loving
memory of their beloved husband, father, grandfather, great-
grandfather and brother, Dr. Allen Gaisin, Eliyahu Ben
Menachem Mendel Hakohen, Z”L, on the occasion of his 3rd

Yahrzeit.

Fast of Shiva Asar B’Tammuz
Sunday, July 17 

• Fast Begins 4:17 AM
• Early Mincha 2:00 PM
• Mincha 7:50 PM
• Maariv 8:50 PM
• Fast Ends 9:19 PM



Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for 
this Past Week: 

Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi 

Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur 
Rabbi Grossman’s Hashkama Minyan Gemara Shiur 
• Chani & Jay Parness in honor of children & grandchildren 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s 8:45 Minyan Shabbos Drasha 
• Alan & Fran Broder to commemorate the Shloshim of Fran’s 

mother, Glicka Creeger, Glicka Bas Yoshiyahu Yosef, Z”L, on the 
17th of Tammuz. 

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all 
come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives 
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different 
remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship 
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to 
commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a 
great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while helping 
YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not 
available. 
 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 
(per day):  

• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha 

Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for 

Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for 

Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha 
Shiurim together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship 
at $54 each. 
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each. 
 
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

YISE Programs and Listings 
(continued) 

Ask the Rabbi - Come join our virtual, interactive monthly program 
featuring different Halachic topics! This month's topic: Tzedakah. The first 
45 minutes is for Shailos submitted in advance and the last 15 minutes is for 
Q & A. Send in your questions about Tzedakah to: AskTheRabbi@yise.org 
by Sunday, July 31. The program will take place on Tuesday, August 2, 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM on Zoom A. For more info. and to submit questions by 
phone or anonymously, contact Miriam Friedman at 301-754-1517 or 
mfriedman2@yahoo.com To sponsor the program, please contact the YISE 
office. See flyer for details. 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed! As we return to a regular schedule of 
Kiddushes, volunteers are needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up 
and clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us 
know when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed 
Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical 
crises. We are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this 
program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., 
contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam 
Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at 
http://audio.yise.org 

 

 
Weekday Shiurim 

Options for in-person and remote learning are listed below. For the 
latest list and times, go to: 

https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed 

by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday through Friday, 
9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed 
by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:00 
PM, Zoom A, will not take place on Sunday, July 17, or 
Monday, July 18. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual 
self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, 
now learning Mishlei, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning Sefer 
Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - Sunday 
mornings, 9:50 AM Shiurim, in the Social Hall: 
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel 
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced Jew - Rabbi 

Hillel Shaps 
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak 

Grossman 
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging Parsha 

Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter 
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays 

at 10:00 AM, Zoom C. 
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 

8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps, 
hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361. 
• For Men: 

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page 
Gemara - in person in the Social Hall 

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading 
Responsa - Zoom D. 

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei Hatorah 
Gemara Skills Building - Zoom H. 

• For Women - Zoom I 
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, is on summer break. 

• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM. Join 
the fastest growing Halacha learning program in the world! Now 
back in person at YISE. Register at gwckollel.org/scp  

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin, 
Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco Beit 
Midrash. 

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social Hall, 9:00 
PM - 10:00 PM. For more information, contact Rabbi Levy 240-
423-8810. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s 
Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 9:00 AM, studying 
Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 
1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the Torah from a Deeper 
Perspective”, Zoom E, is on summer break. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, 
learning Maseches Bava Kama 9th Perek Merubah. Wednesday 
evenings, 7:30 PM on Zoom G. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the 
meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & 
password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom E: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
Zoom F: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 
Zoom H: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom I: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter 



Community Programs & Listings
Condolences to the family of Daniel Atkin on his passing. 
Condolences to the family of Dr. Rolf Piekarz on his passing. Shiva is being observed through Wednesday morning at 6600 Pimlico Road, 
Baltimore, MD, 21209. Visiting hours: 10:00 AM - 12 Noon, 2:00 PM- 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM. Shacharis Sunday through Wednesday: 
7:30 AM. Mincha/Maariv Sunday through Tuesday: 8:15 PM. 
Mishnayos in Memory of Glicka Creeger - Sign up for Siyum Mishnayos for the Shloshim of Glicka bas Yoshiyahu Yosef, at 
http://hadranalach.com/2395 
The Robin Niman Mikvah Education Fund presents: “Three Keys to Emotional and Physical Intimacy: Setting the Tone for a Strong Marriage” with 
Rochel Goldbaum, on Tuesday, July 19, at 8:30 PM on Zoom. For women only. Meeting ID: 846 6058 5670. Passcode: 834947.  
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, July 20, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM, in the YISE Social Hall. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you 
can become a more confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at president@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info.  
Is Covid Over? If Not, What Do I Need to Know? Rabbi Dr. Aaron Glatt will answer questions on July 25, 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM on Zoom. Go to 
https://www.bikurcholimgw.org/calendar for registration information. Presented by Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington. 
The Yasom in Your Classroom - All educators, school administrators & guidance counselors, community Chesed organizations, Rabbonim & Rebbetzins, 
and mental health professionals are invited to attend this unique professional development opportunity. Rabbi Nosson Muller, Menahel of Yeshivas Tiferes 
Tzvi in Chicago, will present this free program on Wednesday, August 3, 4:45 PM at Ohev Sholom Talmud Torah, 18320 Georgia Avenue, Olney, MD, as 
part of the Yarchei Kallah program for Mechanchim and Mechanchos. Questions? Contact Rabbi Shields at shieldsmoshe@gmail.com 
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Zoom Shiurim with Rabbi Levy - Monday through Friday on Zoom, Meeting ID: 636 563 5989. Alshich - 9:20 AM - 10:15 AM. Gemara Ribit 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM. Hilchot Lashon Hara 12:45 PM - 1:45 PM. 
MitzvahCycle/MitzvahRun 2022 - Join Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington on Sunday, September 11, to bike, run or walk to support patients and their 
loved ones in our community. Fun, food and family-friendly activities. Register at www.mitzvahcycle.org Email asiegel@bikurcholimgw.org for more info. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Michtav M’Eliyahu: Thought and Perspective of Rav Eliyahu Dessler - Join Rabbi Yosef Musicante as he begins to explore Rav Dessler’s 
perspectives on Kabbalas Hatorah - Receiving the Torah! Mondays - 8:30 PM at SEHC, 10900 Lockwood Drive and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 279 
256 7843 Password: Learn 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
Parsha Explorations with Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Presented by the Greater Washington Community Kollel and Kemp Mill Synagogue, 
Sunday evenings, 7:30 PM at KMS and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 655 813 1022, Passcode: 365636. For men and women. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org  
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
• Happy Birthday to Jack Calman from your Gansah Mishpocha in New York, Arizona and New Mexico. 

 

The Week Ahead Sunday, July 17 
Shiva Asar B’Tammuz

Monday 
July 18 

Tuesday 
July 19 

Wednesday 
July 20 

Thursday 
July 21 

Friday 
July 22 

 

Shacharis 
Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 2:00, 7:50 / 8:50 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 8:05 8:05 8:05 8:05 8:05 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 4:24 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 5:00 AM, Latest Netz: 6:02 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 9:35 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:51 PM, Earliest Shkia: 8:27 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 9:19 PM 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, July 20 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

    Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi     Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
July 22 - 23, 2022 - 24 Tammuz 5782 

Parshas Pinchas 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 8:10, but not before 6:58 
• Mincha: 6:45 (Plag, S), 7:10 (B), 8:10 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:55 (B), 7:50 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:14 



A Quick Thought on the Parsha from Rabbi Rosenbaum 

Balak 5782: 

No Detail Too Small 

The following is kindly transcribed by a congregant from the video at  

https://wp.yise.org/shabbos  

We really have a remarkable story in this week’s Parsha. Not only do the Jewish people not play an active role at all in 
the Parsha and presumably had no idea what was transpiring, but the miracles that occur are extremely noteworthy. 
Not only does G-d put words in the mouth of Bilam, but G-d put words in the mouth of Bilam’s donkey. We have 
various miracles around the Chumash but normally, the Ramban that famously discusses this, normally the miracles 
either are there to teach a lesson to the world, or they’re there because an extraordinary thing needed to occur in order 
to get the Jewish people from point A to point B. It’s just Bilam and his donkey. Was this an essential miracle? Let’s 
say the donkey wouldn’t have told Bilam why are you being so impatient towards me, don’t you understand I’ve been 
a loyal donkey? Would anything different have occurred in the story if the donkey hadn’t spoken to Bilam? A very 
interesting thing.  

There are certainly different answers given to this question. The Meshech Chochma I think has an interesting 
approach. The Meshech Chochma says that the purpose of all of this, the purpose of G-d putting words in Bilam’s 
mouth. The Meshech Chochma poses the question: Let’s say G-d wouldn’t have put words in Bilam’s mouth, and 
Bilam would have cursed the Jewish people so G-d would be stuck? So G-d just has to do bad to Jews because Bilam 
said so? I mean, whose world is this anyway? So the Meshech Chochma says the reason why G-d put words in Bilam’s 
mouth to begin with, is because G-d wanted the nations of the world how powerful and divinely protected the Jewish 
people were. We of course get a sense of this in Sefer Yehoshua, when there is a successful spy mission and the spies 
speak to Rachav and Rachav is quite clear that there is tremendous fear of the Jewish people in the hearts of the 
residents of Israel. Mission accomplished. But, says the Meshech Chochma, this idea of having Bilam say this blessing 
which is remarkable that Bilam would say a blessing, it must be that G-d is protecting the Jews actually wasn’t enough. 
The reason why it wasn’t enough, in addition to all the other miracles that happen to the Jewish people in Egypt and 
beyond, is that in least in terms of the Bilam piece, the casual observer from one of the other nations might have said to 
themselves that it’s not that G-d put words in Bilam’s mouth, it’s that the Jews paid Bilam off. Balak arranged with 
Bilam that Bilam would curse the Jews and if Bilam had indeed cursed the Jews the Jews would have been in terrible 
trouble. But somebody from Klal Yisroel got a hold of Bilam and paid him more, so he got up there and blessed them. 
Balak was going to pay him to curse the Jews, maybe the Jews paid him to bless the Jews. Who knows? And then the 
whole goal of the nations of the region truly understanding that the Jewish people would always be protected by G-d 
would have been foiled. So there had to be something extraordinary that certainly is beyond the possibility of Bilam 
being bribed. That, says the Meshech Chochma, is this remarkable story that must have made its way around the world, 
certainly around the region, of Bilam being spoken to by his donkey. I do want to note that it’s explicit in the verse that 
it wasn’t only Bilam and his donkey, Bilam had some attendants along as well. The Meshech Chochma says that this 
remarkable miracle occurred that, heaven forbid, there shouldn’t be anyone out there who thinks for one moment that 
the story of Balak and Bilam is anything but protection, a sign, and an indicator, of G-d’s constant love and protection 
for the Jewish people. G-d will go to the greatest of lengths to protect the Jews, even putting words in the mouth of a 
donkey so that no one should just think Bilam was paid off. It’s not only a story for the Jews of the desert, we believe 
that G-d loves us, cares about us and is doing so much for us even today. May He continue to protect us. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos! 
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18 The Method to the Minhag: How a Custom
Is Created and When Does It Become
Binding?
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Learn how, when and why customs are
created & explore the background of

common customs
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Behind the Minhag: Pinky Pointing, Three
Rules of Lecha Dodi, 9 Days' Travel Ban,
and More! 

Closer to Home: Some Minhagim Unique
to Our Shul

Rabbi Postelnek

Rabbi Postelnek

Rabbi Rosenbaum
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ay

Meeting ID   416 963 9000
Password   492019 

YISE PRESENTS



J O I N  Y I S E  Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

S t a r t i n g  J u l y  5 t h  

At the home of David and Tamara Goodman 

WITH RABBI POSTELNEK

Tuesdays
 8:15 - 9:00PM 

11611 Kemp Mill Rd

Learn the background & practical laws that 
we encounter every week in our own homes!





Seeing the Hand of Hashem...
In Nature
In History

In Our Own Lives
A lecture series presented by the Meaningful Tefilah Project 

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah. 
Co-sponsored by Kemp Mill Synagogue

To support this year-long series as a sponsor, send your check ($36, $72, $180) made out to YISE 
(memo: Meaningful Tefilah) to: YISE, 1132 Arcola Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20902

Sunday, June 12 at 10:30 a.m.
Seeing the Hand of Hashem in History
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz, Rav of Kehillat Ohr Somayach,
Senior Lecturer, Yeshivat Ohr Somayach

Sunday, July 24 at 10:30 a.m.
Seeing the Hand of Hashem in Daily Life
Mrs. Sharon Freundel, managing director of the Jewish
Education Innovation Challenge

Prior three lectures on Seeing the Hand of Hashem 
in Nature are now available at 
wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem

“Mesader es hakochavim: Bringing Order Out of Chaos in the Heavens”
Jeremy Schnittman, Ph.D. (NASA)

“The Science Behind Asher Yatzar, the Most Frequently Recited Bracha”
Aaron M. Cypess, M.D., Ph.D., M.M.Sc. (NIH)

“’Ma Rabu Maasecha’ at the Submicroscopic Level: How Enzymes Work” 
John Golin, Ph.D. (YU and CUA)

Go to zoom.com and enter Zoom ID: 416-963-9000
password: 492019

To register and receive reminders, 
send your email address to stuartrosenthal@yise.org



 

Volunteer with A Wider Circle! 

Co-sponsored by YISE and KMS 

   

 
Come do community service and volunteer for one 
or two hours of fun!  A Wider Circle helps 
children and adults lift themselves out of 
poverty. Help them out by joining any of these 
groups (activities may change): 
 
1. Sorting & stocking incoming donations 

2. Moving furniture 

3. Building and repairing furniture 

(Upper School can receive Community Service credit.) 

Where: A Wider Circle, 9159 Brookville Rd.  
Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Phone: (301) 608-3504 
 
When: Sunday, July 31, 2022 from 11AM – 1PM 
 

For more information and to make a reservation 
for one or both hours, please contact Miriam 
Friedman:  
mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
 

Please state your time preferences.  
 



 

ASK the RABBI  
 

Come join our virtual, monthly interactive program featuring 
different Halachic topics! 

 

Topic: Tzedakah 
 

 
 

The first 45 minutes are for Shailos submitted in advance and the last 15 are for Q & A. 
  

 I decided to give money to Tzedakah and then changed my mind. 
Am I obligated to give it? 

 Can financial assistance to adult children count as Tzedakah? 
 How am I supposed to decide where my donations should go? 

 
Send in your questions about Tzedakah to:  
AskTheRabbi@yise.org by Sunday, July 31. 

 
When: Tuesday, August 2, 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
Where: Zoom – Meeting ID: 416-963-9000, Passcode: 492019 
 

For more information and to submit questions by phone or anonymously, contact: 
 

Miriam Friedman at 301-754-1517 or mfriedman2@yahoo.com 

 
       To sponsor the program, please contact the YISE office. 

 



Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
Not Reckoned Among the Nations - The year is 
1933. Two Jews are sitting in a Viennese coffee 
house, reading the news. One is reading the local 
Jewish paper, the other the notoriously antisemitic 
publication Der Stürmer. “How can you possibly 
read that revolting rubbish?” says the first. The 
second smiles. “What does your paper say? Let me 
tell you: ‘The Jews are assimilating.’ ‘The Jews are 
arguing.’ ‘The Jews are disappearing.’ Now let me 
tell you what my paper says: ‘The Jews control the 
banks.’ ‘The Jews control the media.’ ‘The Jews 
control Austria.’ ‘The Jews control the world.’ My 
friend, if you want good news about the Jews, 
always read the antisemites.” 
  An old and bitter joke. Yet it has a point and a 
history and it begins with this week’s parsha. Some 
of the most beautiful things ever said about the 
Jewish people were said by Bilaam: “Who can count 
the dust of Jacob … May my final end be like theirs! 
… How beautiful are your tents, Jacob, your 
dwelling places, Israel! …A star will come out of 
Jacob; a sceptre will rise out of Israel.” 
  Bilaam was no friend of the Jews. Having failed to 
curse them, he eventually devised a plan that 
worked. He suggested that Moabite women seduce 
Israelite men and then invite them to take part in 
their idolatrous worship. 24,000 people died in the 
subsequent plague that struck the people. Bilaam is 
numbered by the rabbis as one of only four non-
royals mentioned in the Tanach who are denied a 
share in the World to Come. 
  Why then did God choose that Israel be blessed by 
Bilaam? Surely there is a principle Megalgelim 
zechut al yedei zakai: “Good things come about 
through good people”. Why did this good thing 
come about through a bad man? The answer lies in 
the principle stated in Proverbs: “Let someone else 
praise you, and not your own mouth; an outsider, and 
not your own lips.” Tanach is perhaps the least self-
congratulatory national literature in history. Jews 
chose to record for history their faults, not their 
virtues. Hence it was important that their praise 
come from an outsider, and one not known to like 
them. Moses rebuked the people. Bilaam, the 
outsider, praised them. 
  That said, however, what is the meaning of one of 
the most famous descriptions ever given of the 
people Israel: “It is a nation dwelling alone, not 
reckoned among the nations.”? I have argued (in my 
book, Future Tense) against the interpretation that 
has become popular in modern times, namely that it 
is Israel’s destiny to be isolated, friendless, hated, 
abandoned and alone, as if antisemitism were 
somehow written into the script of history. It isn’t. 
None of the prophets said so. To the contrary, they 
believed that the nations of the world would 
eventually recognise Israel’s God and come to 
worship Him in the Temple in Jerusalem. Zechariah 
foresees a day when “ten people from all languages 
and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the 
hem of his robe and say, ‘Let us go with you, 
because we have heard that God is with you.’” There 
is nothing fated, predestined, about antisemitism. 
  What then do Bilaam’s words mean? “It is a nation 
dwelling alone, not reckoned among the nations.” 
Ibn Ezra says they mean that unlike all other nations, 
Jews, even when a minority in a non-Jewish culture, 
will not assimilate. Ramban says that their culture 
and creed will remain pure, not a cosmopolitan mix 

of multiple traditions and nationalities. The Netziv 
gives the sharp interpretation, clearly directed 
against the Jews of his time, that “If Jews live 
distinctive and apart from others they will dwell 
safely, but if they seek to emulate ‘the nations’ they 
‘will not be reckoned’ as anything special at all.” 
  There is, however, another possibility, hinted at by 
another noted antisemite, G. K. Chesterton, who we 
have already mentioned in Beha’alotecha. 
Chesterton famously wrote of America that it was “a 
nation with the soul of a church” and “the only 
nation in the world founded on a creed.” That is, in 
fact, precisely what made Israel different – and 
America’s political culture, as historian Perry Miller 
and sociologist Robert Bellah pointed out, is deeply 
rooted in the idea of biblical Israel and the concept 
of covenant. Ancient Israel was indeed founded on a 
creed, and was, as a result, a nation with the soul of a 
religion. 
  We discussed in Beha’alotecha how Rabbi 
Soloveitchik broke down the two ways in which 
people become a group, be it a camp or a 
congregation. Camps face a common enemy, and so 
a group of people bands together. If you look at all 
other nations, ancient and modern, you will see they 
arose out of historical contingencies. A group of 
people live in a land, develop a shared culture, form 
a society, and thus become a nation. 
  Jews, certainly from the Babylonian exile onward, 
had none of the conventional attributes of a nation. 
They did not live in the same land. Some lived in 
Israel, others in Babylon, yet others in Egypt. Later 
they would be scattered throughout the world. They 
did not share a language of everyday speech. There 
were many Jewish vernaculars, versions of Yiddish, 
Ladino and other regional Jewish dialects. They did 
not live under the same political dispensation. They 
did not share the same cultural environment. Nor did 
they experience the same fate. Despite all their many 
differences though, they always saw themselves and 
were seen by others as one nation: the world’s first, 
and for long the world’s only, global people. 
  What then made them a nation? This was the 
question R. Saadia Gaon asked in the tenth century, 
to which he gave the famous answer: “Our nation is 
only a nation in virtue of its laws (torot).” They were 
the people defined by the Torah, a nation under the 
sovereignty of God. Having received, uniquely, their 
laws before they even entered their land, they 
remained bound by those selfsame laws even when 
they lost the land. Of no other nation has this ever 
been true. 
  Uniquely then, in Judaism religion and nationhood 
coincide. There are nations with many religions: 
multicultural Britain is one among many. There are 
religions governing many nations: Christianity and 
Islam are obvious examples. Only in the case of 
Judaism is there a one-to-one correlation between 
religion and nationhood. Without Judaism there 
would be nothing (except antisemitism) to connect 
Jews across the world. And without the Jewish 
nation Judaism would cease to be what it has always 
been, the faith of a people bound by a bond of 
collective responsibility to one another and to God. 
Bilaam was right. The Jewish people really are 
unique. 
  Nothing therefore could be more mistaken than to 
define Jewishness as a mere ethnicity. If ethnicity is 
a form of culture, then Jews are not one ethnicity but 
many. In Israel, Jews are a walking lexicon of almost 

every ethnicity under the sun. If ethnicity is another 
word for race, then conversion to Judaism would be 
impossible (you cannot convert to become 
Caucasian; you cannot change your race at will). 
  What makes Jews “a nation dwelling alone, not 
reckoned among the nations,” is that their 
nationhood is not a matter of geography, politics or 
ethnicity. It is a matter of religious vocation as God’s 
covenant partners, summoned to be a living example 
of a nation among the nations made distinctive by its 
faith and way of life. Lose that and we lose the one 
thing that was and remains the source of our singular 
contribution to the heritage of humankind. When we 
forget this, sadly, God arranges for people like 
Bilaam and Chesterton to remind us otherwise. We 
should not need such reminding. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
“There is no sorcery for Jacob, there is no magic for 
Israel.”  What is the true message of an entire Torah 
portion dedicated to the hiring of a gentile 
soothsayer to curse the Israelite nation – but who 
instead becomes inspired to bless Israel and portray 
the ultimate messianic destiny of Israel in the most 
exalted and majestic of poetic metaphors? Are there 
indeed individuals with true power to foretell future 
events – and ought we seek out such individuals to 
help us tackle difficult moments in our lives which 
threaten to overwhelm us? And if indeed Bileam is a 
superior human being with profound prophetic 
insights emanating from a divine source, why does 
the Torah triumphantly record the fact that “Bileam 
ben Beor the magician” was killed by Israel with the 
sword amongst the corpses of our Midianite enemies 
during the conquest of Israel? And why does our 
biblical text juxtapose the sublime poetry of Bileam 
with the seemingly ridiculous tale of the talking 
donkey? 
  I believe that from a certain perspective, the entire 
portion of Bileam is a study in contrasts between the 
legitimately earned prophecy of Moses and the 
venally inspired sorcery of Bileam. The Torah 
understands that individuals may exist who appear to 
have been born with special powers: superior 
physical strength, a phenomenal photographic 
memory, sharp vision which can penetrate the 
thickest of partitions, intense concentration that can 
cause physical objects to explode, and perhaps even 
the ability to bring messages from the dead. 
  There is even a difference of opinion amongst our 
sages as to whether such phenomena reflect actual 
occurrences or are merely sleight-of-hand trickery. 
When the Bible records King Saul’s last-ditch 
attempt to discover his destiny by asking the witch 
of Endor to seek the counsel of the dead Samuel – 
and she indeed provides the true message that “the 
Almighty will tear the kingdom from your hands and 
give it over to your friend David” – the 
commentaries are divided as to the factual truth of 
the account: Rabbenu Sa’adia Gaon accepts the 
biblical story as it is written, and Rabbi Shmuel ben 
Hafni Gaon insists that the witch of Endor deceived 
King Saul. 
  In a later generation, the arch-rationalist 
Maimonides calls all pronouncements emanating 
from supernatural communications and insights – 
including the writing and wearing of mystical 
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amulets (kmeot) – “false and vain,” bordering on 
idolatry. On this basis, Rabbi Yosef Karo similarly 
dismisses all magical incantations as “not availing in 
the least,” but merely exercising positive 
psychological influence upon individuals in distress. 
The Gaon of Vilna, on the other hand, suggests that 
Maimonides’ philosophical study “misled or 
corrupted him,” insisting that there are amulets and 
incantations, and perhaps even communications from 
the beyond, which are rooted in the sacred and the 
divine”. Perhaps the most important and 
representative view on the issue is presented by 
Rabbi Shlomo ben Aderet, when he had to judge the 
credibility of a Rabbi Nissim who claimed to have 
received messages from an angel; the great Talmudic 
scholar Rashba insists that divine communication 
akin to prophecy can only rest on one who is truly 
wise and pious, strong and courageous, and 
sufficiently wealthy as to not be in need of monetary 
contributions from those seeking his advice. Claims, 
and even what seem to be empirical facts, of 
supernatural abilities by individuals who are not 
outstanding in Torah scholarship and piety dare not 
be taken seriously – at the risk of flirting with 
idolatrous and even demonic blandishments. 
  The truth is that the Bible is indubitably clear when 
it warns us against seeking after any manner of 
magic or sorcery and exhorts us to be whole-hearted 
and pure in our service of the divine. Our prophets 
did not major in futuristic prophecies but rather in 
inciting more ethical and genuine behavior; they 
certainly did not take remuneration for their words. 
Any individual devoid of the proper – and difficult 
to acquire – intellectual and spiritual prophetic 
attainments who makes pronouncements which even 
may appear to be vindicated by future discoveries is 
no better than the “talking donkey” in our Torah 
portion; a prophet of God must first and foremost be 
a model of Torah scholarship and piety. 
  Hence, the “talking donkey” may serve as a 
metaphor for all soothsayers devoid of proper 
qualifications of piety and intellect. Moses was a 
prophet of God, Bileam was a soothsayer. Moses 
sought divine truth while Bileam yearned for gold 
and silver. 
  Bileam’s conclusion is most succinct and specific:  
“There is no sorcery for Jacob nor magic for 
Israel…. Behold the people shall rise up as a lioness, 
and lift up himself as a lion, he shall not lie down 
until he eats of the prey, and makes corpses of the 
wicked.” 
  Rashi explains this verse metaphorically:  When 
individuals rise early for their Torah study, they 
triumph like the lion cub, grabbing onto the 
commandments, wearing the ritual fringes, reciting 
the Shema, and putting on the phylacteries. They do 
not eat before reciting the Evening Prayer. And they 
destroy the wicked as when they killed Bileam the 
soothsayer. 
  We must search for God by performing the 
commandments as sincerely and punctiliously as 
possible; going after wonder-workers or soothsayers 
is at best a waste of time and at worst flirting with 
idolatry! 
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
Bad Man. Can’t Be a Good Prophet! - There is no 
doubt. People are hard to figure out. This is not only 
true of us twenty-first-century ordinary mortals, but 
is even true of biblical characters, be they heroes or 
villains.  Let us reflect upon the Torah readings of 
the past several weeks. Just two weeks ago, we read 
about Korach, a biblical villain. But he too is hard to 
figure out. As Rashi puts it, “Korach was such a 
clever man. What drove him to such foolishness?” It 
is hard to fathom that envy and jealousy can so cloud 
a person’s judgment that he becomes capable of self-
destructive decisions. 

  Just last week, we discovered just how difficult it is 
to figure out even the personality of the Torah’s 
greatest hero, Moses. Pious, obedient, faithful, and 
yet capable of a sin so grievous that he is punished 
by being denied his life’s dream, entry into the 
Promised Land. Yes, commentators struggle to 
understand just what he did to deserve such a dire 
punishment. Maimonides suggests that he lost his 
temper and referred to the Israelites as “you rebels!” 
The legendary Maharal of Prague goes so far as to 
see the fact that Moses struck the rock not once but 
twice as an indication of his uncontrollable anger. 
  Whatever was the Almighty’s reason for punishing 
Moses so, we are left with our own dilemma. How 
can this most exemplary man express such inner 
anger? That’s certainly hard to figure out. 
  This week’s Torah portion, Balak,, presents us with 
another person who is hard to figure out. On the one 
hand, he is compared, nay even equated, to Moses 
himself. As the Sages comment, “There was no 
prophet equal to Moses in Israel, but there was such 
a prophet for the other nations—Balaam!” 
  How then, are we to understand how a man with 
such prophetic talents, a man who regularly 
experiences direct communication from the Lord 
Himself, is capable of spitefully defying the Lord 
and curses the people whom He wishes to bless? 
  Is Balaam the only man with superior intellect and 
authentic religious experiences who can yet be guilty 
of rebellion against the divine will? 
  Let us phrase the question more narrowly and more 
specifically: “Balaam was an exceptional individual 
in many ways, yet he was capable of what later 
generations would call anti-Semitism. Are there 
other examples, later in human history, of such 
individuals?” 
  Let me share with you a fascinating Talmudic 
passage:  Onkelos bar Kalonikus, the son of Titus’s 
sister, wanted to convert to Judaism. He went and 
raised Titus from the grave through necromancy, and 
said to him: “Who is most important in that world 
where you are now?” Titus said to him: “The Jewish 
people!” Onkelos asked him: “Should I then attach 
myself to them here in this world?” Titus said to 
him: “Their commandments are numerous, and you 
will not be able to fulfill them. It is best that you do 
as follows: Go out and battle against them in that 
world, and you will become the chief, as it is written: 
‘Her adversaries have become the chief’, which 
means: ‘Anyone who distresses Israel will become 
the chief.’” Onkelos said to him: “What is the 
punishment of that man [a euphemism for Titus 
himself] in the next world?” Titus said to him: 
“Every day his ashes are gathered, and they judge 
him, and they burn him, and they scatter him over 
the seven seas.” 
  Onkelos then went and raised Balaam from the 
grave through necromancy. He said to him: “Who is 
most important in that world where you are now?” 
Balaam said to him: “The Jewish people!” Onkelos: 
“Should I then attach myself to them here in this 
world?” Balaam said to him: “You shall not seek 
their peace or their welfare all the days.” Onkelos 
said to him: “What is the punishment of that man 
[again, a euphemism for Balaam himself] in the next 
world?” 
  The Talmud then reports Balaam’s answer: He is 
tortured daily in a most degrading manner. 
  Apparently, Balaam had quite a famous disciple, 
albeit one who lived many centuries after him, Titus. 
Like Balaam, he was a very gifted individual who 
clung to his vicious enmity of the Jewish people 
even in the depths of hell. 
  Titus and Balaam are in Gehenna. They have 
passed into another world entirely, a world in which 
the truth is revealed to them with distinct clarity. 
They each assert that the Jewish people are 

important and special. Nevertheless, they cannot 
abandon their hatred for the Jewish people. 
  Balaam and Titus are archetypes of the anti-Semitic 
personality, of vicious anti-Semitism existing side-
by-side within the psyche of individuals who should 
know better. They are both wise men, 
philosophically sophisticated men, politically 
accomplished men. Yet these virtues do not compel 
them to reconsider their attitude toward Jews. Quite 
the contrary, even after death, they perpetuate the 
poison they harbored in their lifetime. This is 
certainly hard to figure out. 
  However, as we consider the course of human 
history, there is no dearth of individuals since 
Balaam and Titus who are similarly hard to figure 
out. One of them has fascinated me since I was an 
adolescent and was first introduced to secular 
philosophy. 
  His name was Martin Heidegger. His work was 
introduced to me by a teacher in response to my 
question, “Who is considered the greatest 
philosopher of the twentieth century?” He 
immediately responded, “Heidegger!” The teacher 
referred me to a beginner’s textbook which outlined 
Heidegger’s philosophy, and which taught me that 
the man’s greatest contribution to philosophy was in 
the field of ethics, no less! 
  This teacher did not tell me anything about 
Heidegger’s personal life and political affiliations. It 
was only upon further reading that I learned that 
Heidegger was an active member of the Nazi party 
and continued his active association with the Nazi 
party throughout the 1930s and the period of World 
War II. Indeed, he refused to renounce his previous 
misdeeds, even after the war, and remained silent 
until his death. 
  I have since been almost obsessed with this man, 
who was obviously very gifted, and who eloquently 
advocated proper ethical behavior between man and 
his fellow man. At one and the same time, however, 
he voluntarily cooperated with the most cruel and 
inhumane political regime in the history of mankind. 
  Did he find no contradiction between his 
philosophical convictions and his active participation 
in the horrific persecution of the Jewish people? Can 
one be an idealistic philosopher and an anti-Semite 
at the same time? 
  If I had to recommend one book on this painful 
topic to you, dear reader, it would be Heidegger’s 
Silence by Berel Lang. It is to this book that I owe 
the following quotation:  Gilbert Ryle offers a terse 
and categorical judgment of Heidegger the 
philosopher that would obviate the need for even a 
look at his work once a verdict was reached on his 
character: “Bad man. Can’t be a good philosopher.” 
  Perhaps we can borrow Ryle’s characterization of 
Heidegger and apply it to Balaam, the major 
character in this week’s Torah portion: “Bad man. 
Can’t be a good prophet.” 
R. Nachum Amsel Encyclopedia of Jewish Values 
Jewish Prophecy [Excerpt]: At one time, when the 
Jews possessed a high degree of spirituality and 
prophets were very common. People are not ready 
spiritually to embrace prophets or prophecy today. 
Instead of the true Divine Spirit of prophets, the 
Talmud says that we have a Bat Kol, an occasional 
voice from heaven. There are those commentaries 
who claim that each time a holy idea is spoken, 
originated, or written down, it is given to a person in 
a form of Ruach Hakodesh, a form of Divine spirit, 
but we cannot really understand what this signifies, 
and objectively formulate when this spirit is upon a 
person and when it is not.
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In this week’s Parashah, Balak hires Bil’am to curse Bnei
Yisrael. Bil’am declares, however (23:8), “How can I curse?
Elokim has not cursed! How can I express anger? Hashem is not
angry!” R’ Yitzchak Isaac Chaver z”l (1789-1852; rabbi of
Suvalk, Lithuania) explains Bil’am’s words as follows: It is
impossible for me to curse Bnei Yisrael, for the Source of All
Blessings dwells among them. “Bad” is the absence of Hashem’s
revelation, as we read (Devarim 31:17), “I will conceal My face
from them and [then] they will become prey.” A curse, Bil’am
understood, can take hold only where Hashem’s “presence” is
absent. Where Hashem is present, there is no anger, as we read
(Divrei Ha’yamim I 16:27), “Might and joy are in His place.”

When Hashem conceals Himself, the agents of Strict Justice
are permitted to operate. They are known as Hashem’s “anger,”
R’ Chaver writes. The degree to which Hashem conceals
Himself determines the extent to which “anger” can rule. Even
when Hashem is “angry,” the world continues to exist, because
Hashem does not absent Himself completely. Instead, He draws
a line, so-to-speak, as if to say: “The messengers of Strict Justice
can operate until here, but no farther.”

Bil’am continued (verse 9): “For from its origins, I see it
rock-like, and from hills I do see it.” The “rock,” say our Sages,
is a reference to Avraham Avinu. Hashem does not “dwell” with
an ordinary individual, for he is incomplete; He dwells only
with the nation as a whole. Bil’am was acknowledging why the
Divine Presence was found among Bnei Yisrael--it was because
of the unity and “wholeness” that came from being descendants
of one man: Avraham.  (Drush L’Shabbat Ha’gadol)

Shemittah
Midrash Mechilta considers--and ultimately rejects--the possibility that

Shabbat--the Sabbath Day--need not be observed during the Shemittah--the
Sabbath Year. Though the Midrash rejects this idea, the fact that it could even
be entertained hints at significant connections between Shabbat and
Shemittah. In this space, we are exploring those connections.

We read in the Aseret Ha’dibrot (Shmot 20:8, 11), “Remember the
Shabbat day to sanctify it. . . for in six days Hashem made the heavens and
the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and He rested on the seventh day.
Therefore, Hashem blessed the Shabbat day and sanctified it.” R’ Moshe
Mes z”l (Przemsyl, Poland; died 1606) observes: The Torah does not give
a reason for any of the other “Ten Commandments.” Why does the Torah
give a reason for the Mitzvah of Shabbat?

He answers: Midrash Rabbah relates that, when Bnei Yisrael were slaves
in Egypt, Moshe convinced Pharaoh that even slaves need a day off.
Pharaoh told Moshe to pick a day, and Moshe responded that it is not
productive to work on the seventh day of the week because of the
alignment of the stars on that day. Lest we think that the Mitzvah of resting
on Shabbat is for our health or because of the stars’ alignment, the Torah
makes clear that it is not so. Says the Torah: The reason for observing
Shabbat is that doing so testifies that Hashem created the world.

The same is true of the Shemittah year. We might have thought that the
purpose of leaving our fields fallow is so they will rest and rejuvenate. No,
says the Torah, it is a “Shabbat La’Hashem” / “a Sabbath for Hashem”
(Vayikra 25:2). It may very well be good for the land to rest one year out of
seven, but that is not the reason for this Mitzvah. Rather, like resting on the
seventh day, resting in the seventh year testifies to Creation. 

(Mateh Moshe 473)
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“Balak said to him, ‘Go now with me to a different place from which

you will see them; however, you will see its edge but not see all of
it--and you will curse it for me from there’.”  (23:13)

R’ Shmuel Zanvil Chaim Turner z”l (Poland; late 19th century) writes:
Balak was telling Bil’am, “Look only at the fringes, at the lowliest members,
of the Jewish People, for it is impossible to curse all of Bnei Yisrael.” As a
whole, the Jewish People’s deeds are beautiful, for they compensate for each
other’s shortcomings.

This, writes R’ Turner, is the meaning of the well-known verse
(Yeshayah 60:21), “And your people, they are all righteous . . .” As a whole,
all of the Jewish People are righteous. Likewise, this is the meaning of the
verse (Shir Ha’shirim 4:7), “All of you is beautiful, My beloved, and there is
no blemish in you.”  (Derech Chaim: She’eirit Yehuda)

A related thought:
R’ Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook z”l (1865-1935; first Ashkenazic

Chief Rabbi of Eretz Yisrael) writes: The great love that we have for our
people does not blind us to its faults. However, even after the most exacting
inspection of those faults, we still find our people to be free of inherent
blemishes, as it is written (Shir Ha’shirim 4:7), “All of you is beautiful, My
beloved, and there is no blemish in you.”  (Orot Yisrael 4:3)

R’ Nachman of Breslov z”l (1772-1810; Ukraine) writes: The most pitiful
thing is when Yisrael, the holy nation, falls into sin, may Heaven protect us.
All the suffering in the world is nothing compared to the weight of sin.

He continues: One who knows the holiness of Yisrael--from whence they
come, their spirituality, and their fine nature--knows how removed they are
from sin. Given their great holiness, sin has no connection to them at all.

How then does one of Yisrael sin? Rabbi Nachman asks. It happens only
when his Da’at / sense fails him. The Gemara (Sotah 3a) teaches: “A person
does not sin unless a spirit of lunacy has entered him.” Thus, a sinner
deserves our pity and our help returning to his sense.

(Likkutei Moharan II 7:3)

2
“Hinei / Behold! A people has come out of Mitzrayim / Egypt . . .” 

(22:5)
R’ Moshe Yehoshua Hager z”l (1916-2012; Vizhnitzer Rebbe) writes

allegorically: “Hinei” ( ) is an acronym of “Ha’Shabbat noam
ha’neshamot” / “the Shabbat is the pleasure of the souls.” Through
observing Shabbat, our verse hints, one can come out of his own
“Mitzrayim,” i.e., his personal physical and spiritual troubles.

This, of course, presumes that one observes Shabbat correctly.
“Shabbat” ( ) is an acronym of “Shabbat bo tashuv” / “on Shabbat you
will return [to Hashem].” In particular, Shabbat is a time for repentance,
and one who repents gets a clean slate. In this vein, the Vizhnitzer Rebbe
quotes his father, R’ Chaim Meir Hager z”l (1887-1972; the prior Vizhnitzer
Rebbe): “We read (Vayikra 9:1), “Va’yehi/ And it happened on the eighth
day. . .” The Gemara (Megillah 10b) teaches that the word “Va’yehi” is an
expression of sadness. Allegorically, the verse is stating: How sad it is when
a person has an “eighth” day! Had he repented properly on Shabbat,
Shabbat would have been followed by a “first” day, i.e., a clean slate, not by
an eighth day.  (Yeshuot Moshe)

“They came to Bil’am and said to him, ‘So said Balak son of
Tzippor, “Do not refrain from going to me”.’” (22:16)

R’ Shlomo Oheiv z”l (Ragusa, Italy; late 1500s) writes: Commentaries
ask why Balak said, “Do not refrain from going to me,” when he should have
said, “Do not refrain from coming to me.” It appears to me, writes R’ Oheiv,
that this was intended to show honor to Bil’am. Generally, a lesser person
“comes” to a greater person. Therefore, Balak did not say to Bil’am, “Come
to me.” Rather, Balak used words that could be understood to mean, “As
you are going about your own business, please go in my direction.”  

(Shemen Ha’tov)

“The angel of Hashem stood in the path of the vineyards, a fence on
this side and a fence on that side.”  (22:24)

Rashi z”l writes: The term “Gader” / “fence,” without further definition,
is one of stone. [Until here from Rashi]

R’ Yochanan Luria z”l (1440-1511; Alsace) asks: How does Rashi know
that the fence was made of stone. Maybe it was made of wood?

He answers: Kabbalists say that Bil’am was a Gilgul / reincarnation of
the soul of Lavan, who had taken an oath (Bereishit 31:52), “This mound [of
stones] shall be witness, and the monument shall be witness, that I may not
cross over to you past this mound . . .” The mound of stones became the
fence on either side that tried to remind Lavan/Bil’am of his oath.

– Continued in box on facing page –

– Continued from facing page –
In this light, R’ Luria adds, we can understand Bil’am’s words (23:20),

“Behold! to bless have I received--He has blessed, and I shall not
contradict it.” Besides referring to Hashem, this verse can mean: It was my
desire to bless Bnei Yisrael, as we read (Bereishit 32:1), “Lavan awoke
early in the morning; he kissed his sons and his daughters and blessed
them.” I cannot now retract that blessing and curse them.  

(Meshivat Nafesh)



 

KAN POLL (Arutz-7 6/12/22) 
   Current Knesset 4/8 6/7 7/11 
Likud   29  37 35 34 
Yesh Atid   17  18 20 23 
Blue and White/New Hope 14  11 8 14 
Shas   9  7 8 8 
Yamina   7  5 6 0 
Labor   7  6 7 5 
United Torah Judaism 7  7 7 7 
Yisrael Beiteinu  7  5 5 5 
Religious Zionist  7  9 10 10 
Joint List   6  6 6 6 
Meretz   6  5 4 4 
Ra’am   4  4 4 4 
 
HOROWITZ SAYS WON'T SEEK 2ND TERM AS MERETZ LEADER (Israel 
Hayom 7/12/22) 
Meretz leader Nitzan Horowitz announced Tuesday that he will not seek a 
second term as the party's chairman, but will vie for a spot on its slate for the 
Nov. 1 elections. "I have decided not to run for the party's leadership. I'm not 
leaving politics or the party and I will vie for a slot on our roster for the next 
Knesset. We have a lot to do; Meretz is a movement based on an idea – not 
an individual. We are a democratic party and our leaders are elected, serve 
dutifully, and are replaced," he said in a letter to party members. 
Last week saw Deputy Economy Minister Yair Golan announce plans to 
challenge Horowitz for the leadership of the left-wing party, which has yet to 
set a date for its primaries. 
Former party chief Environmental Protection Minister Tamar Zandberg has 
yet to announce whether she would be seeking the role again. 
 
BLUE AND WHITE UNITES WITH NEW HOPE FOR KNESSET RUN 
(Arutz-7 7/11/22) 
The center-right New Hope and center-left Blue and White will run together 
on a joint slate for this November’s Knesset election, the two parties 
announced Sunday night. 
In a joint press conference, Justice Minister and New Hope chief Gideon 
Sa’ar addressed reporters alongside Defense Minister and Blue and White 
chairman Benny Gantz to formally declare their political alliance. 
“We will run on a joint list of Blue and White with the New Hope in the coming 
election,” Sa’ar told reporters. “A united political camp like this can break 
through the political dead-end. The goal we are working towards after the 
coming election is the establishment of a broad national government which 
does not have to rely on fringe elements.” 
“We face an unprecedented internal social situation,” Gantz said. “Israelis 
love their country, they love each other, and agree about most things, yet 
Israel is stuck in the worst democratic crisis in its history. Too often the 
extremes have set the tone, while the Israeli center is left without a voice.” 
“Over this last year, we learned that the fringe elements need to point 
towards the center. Today, we are laying the foundation for the next 
government,” Gantz continued, saying the new union will help to solve the 
ongoing political crisis and form a centrist political party. 
According to the agreement hammered out between the two sides, Benny 
Gantz will lead the new united ticket, with Sa’ar taking the second spot, 
followed by Immigration Minister Penina Tamano-Shatta (Blue and White), 
Culture and Sport Minister Hili Tropper (Blue and White), Education Minister 

Yifat Shasha-Biton (New Hope), Minister in the Defense Ministry Michael 
Biton (Blue and White), Jerusalem Affairs Minister and Minister for 
Construction and Housing Ze’ev Elkin (New Hope). 
The agreement was inked following polls showing the New Hope party barely 
crossing the electoral threshold, winning four to five seats, while the Blue and 
White faction has held stable at between eight to nine seats in recent polls. 
 
POLAND, ISRAEL IMPROVE TIES AS AMBASSADOR STARTS WORK 
(YNet 7/12/22) 
Poland and Israel have taken a step toward normalizing diplomatic ties, the 
Polish president said Tuesday, as the Israeli ambassador officially presented 
his credentials in Warsaw. 
President Andrzej Duda tweeted that he and President Isaac Herzog have 
“agreed that it’s time to return to normal relations.” 
Relations between the two nations that share difficult history soured in recent 
years amid spats over Poland’s laws that were seen as whitewashing the 
deeds of some Poles during the Holocaust and banning claims for restitution 
of seized property by Holocaust victims and their relatives. 
Israel recalled its ambassador in the fall of 2020 and Poland’s ambassador to 
Israel was instructed to end his mission prematurely in the summer of 2021. 
Ties have since improved in the wake of Israel-Polish cooperation on the 
Ukrainian refugee crisis following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24. 
Prime Minister Yair Lapid, whose late father was a Holocaust survivor, 
thanked Poland for its help in rescuing Jewish refugees from Ukraine. 
 
MINISTERS APPROVE INCREASED DENSIFICATION OF ISRAEL'S 
CITIES (Israel Hayom 7/9/22) 
The Knesset Internal Affairs and Environment Committee headed by Minister 
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of the Interior Ayelet Shaked has authorized an increase in urban density in 
Israel's towns and cities aimed at bringing densification to a similar level to 
that in major urban centers in the world. 
Urban densification in Israel currently stands at 8,565 persons per square 
kilometer in Tel Aviv, 7,186 in Jerusalem, and 4,346 in Haifa and is 
considered relatively low compared to Europe and the United States.  The 
average densification in Athens for example is more than two times higher 
than that in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. 
A statement issued by the committee following the authorization of the move, 
said: "This is a planning and environmental revolution that will have a direct 
effect on urban quality of life. Higher densification is a prerequisite for better 
and more varied urban services within residential neighborhoods, such as 
better public transport and more institutions, and encourages people to walk 
and cycle. For example, densification of 20,000 to 30,000 persons per 
square kilometer is required to justify rail-based transportation systems and 
enables a reduction in the use of motor vehicles, more convenient mobility, 
and reduced air pollution." 
Shaked welcomed the new measures, saying: "As part of our preparations 
for the doubling of the country's population, the l committee today authorized 
an important move to increase density in towns and cities. This change will 
bring about a significant increase in housing units within the urban sphere. 
While relying on efficient mass transportation systems. I have instructed the 
planning authority to promote the necessary changes in the rural sector and 
these will be bought for discussion as soon as possible. 
 
ISRAEL QUICKLY LOSING OPEN LAND TO DEVELOPMENT, 
GOVERNMENT REPORT WARNS (Ha’aretz 7/7/22) 
Israel is among the leading countries in the world for the rate at which it is 
losing open land to development, the latest State of Nature Report warns. In 
the last three years alone, Israel lost some 17,500 acres of forested and 
undeveloped land, the report says. 
In recent years, a growing number of ecosystems have been fragmented and 
disconnected from one another due to development, the report shows. 
Additionally, the report found a 30 percent increase in the strength of artificial 
lighting (light pollution) in open areas over the last decade, which is 
disrupting the activity cycles of various animals. 
Because of Israel's small size, the country feels the side effects of 
development directly. Open-area development and its disturbances can 
cause Israel's ecosystems to significantly deteriorate. 
An examination of land development from 2017-2020 shows that 119 square 
kilometers of open land were converted into built-up areas or used for other 
types of infrastructure. A small percentage was used for agricultural use, 
meaning the land can be restored to its natural state. 
Compared to other Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development countries, the loss of open land in Israel is especially rapid 
relative to the amount of open land available, the report says. Additionally, 
during 2017-2020, 2 percent of the coastal sand areas that were already at 
risk, were lost. That trend is likely to continue due to plans to develop south 
of Ashkelon and northern Hadera in the coming years. 
Though not cited in the report, figures from the Agriculture Ministry show that 
in recent years, land dedicated to agriculture is also disappearing – about 
65,000 dunams were rezoned for construction and another 50,000 for use by 
solar-power installations. 
The report includes references to the degree of fragmentation of the open 
areas due to power lines and similar infrastructure, fencing and construction 
– which reduces space available to wildlife and increases the risk of 
poisoning, poaching, and the danger of animals being run over. 
An analysis by HaMaarag found that north of Be’er Sheva, 83 percent of 
open areas are less than a kilometer from the nearest road. By comparison, 
south of Be’er Sheva, the figure is only 29 percent. 
Geographically and climatically, the Golan Heights is the largest contiguous 
area of natural open space in Israel. But, the situation there is due to change 
since the National Planning Council approved the construction of two new 

settlements. Other significant expanses, such as Ramot Mensashe and the 
Carmel, are surrounded by highways and therefore cut off from other natural 
environments. 
The severity of the issue is reflected in the plight of deer – a large part of 
whose population is trapped in open areas surrounded by infrastructure and 
housing. One example is that of Holot Nitzanim Reserve, which is 
sandwiched between Ashkelon and Ashdod in southern Israel. 
Another important measure of human disturbances on nature is the intensity 
of light pollution. Largely caused by what's known as artificial lighting – which 
has increased 30 percent over the last decade – light pollution alters 
ecosystems' natural cycles of light and darkness and in term disrupts several 
biological mechanisms. 
It can cause disorientation among sea turtles trying to make their way back to 
the surf and draw insect-eating bats to lamp posts – putting them at risk of 
colliding with vehicles. According to the new report, some two-thirds of the 
area north of Be'er Sheva is illuminated at night with intensities considered 
harmful to ecosystems. 
Not all the news is bad: First and foremost, there has been an increase in the 
scope of territories declared as nature preserves and natural parks. “We see 
two central and opposite trends,” noted Dr. Noam Ben Moshe, author of the 
new report. “On one hand, the threats are increasing. The increase in 
population density, and the accompanying urban development cause the rate 
of loss and segmentation of open spaces to remain high, especially in the 
country’s center and north. " 
The impact of human activity is seeping into protected areas as well, 
manifesting, for example, in an increase in the frequency of wildfires and light 
pollution in nature preserves and woodland areas. On the other hand, the 
efforts to protect nature are also significant, and are seen in a significant 
expansion of nature reserve areas, including at sea, which until a few years 
ago was barely protected. 
Over the past six years, the scope of land nature preserves grew by almost 
ten percent. Over the past three years, the first two marine reserves were 
declared, at Rosh Hanikra on the Lebanese border and Rosh Hacarmel near 
Haifa. On the other hand, the planning administration at the Interior Ministry 
failed to promote the protection of open spaces as part of the government’s 
strategic plan to develop housing and employment by 2040. The planning 
administration’s proposal included declaring broad open spaces (other than 
reserves and national parks) as deserving of protection, including areas 
defined as ecological corridors. Due to opposition by the Israel Land 
Authority and the Construction and Housing Ministry, which seek to reserve 
as much open space as possible for future construction, this plan is yet to be 
approved. 
“The State of Nature Report serves as a snapshot of the many challenges we 
must face in order to maintain Israel’s living spaces and ecosystem,” says Dr. 
Yehoshua Shkedi, head of the science division at the Nature and Parks 
Authority. “The state must create a national plan to protect biodiversity, 
protect the nature reserves, and ingrain principles of preservation and policy 
at all government ministries.” 
 
LAPID TELLS SISSI HE WILL LOOK INTO REPORT OF AN ISRAELI 
MASS GRAVE OF EGYPTIAN COMMANDOS (Ha’aretz 7/10/22) 
Prime Minister Yair Lapid spoke to Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah al-Sissi 
on Sunday, and assured him that he would look into reports claiming that 
there is a mass grave of Egyptian soldiers in central Israel. 
According to a statement from Lapid's office, the two leaders also discussed 
bilateral and regional issues, as well as preparations for U.S. President Joe 
Biden's visit to Israel and the West Bank later this week. 
According to a Haaretz report last week, dozens of Egyptian commandos 
who were killed in the 1967 Six-Day War were buried side-by-side in Kibbutz 
Nachshon, west of Jerusalem. The Egyptian force had planned to capture 
the air bases at Lod, Tel Nof and Ramle, but were met by Israeli soldiers and 
a defense force comprised of residents from local Jewish communities. 
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The story was hushed up; a military source who later took an interest in the 
subject admitted to Haaretz that he was the one who demanded that the 
story of the incident be banned for publication over the years, because its 
revelation, he said, “was liable to generate a regional furor.” 
According to a statement from the Prime Minister's Office, it was Sissi who 
broached the subject in the conversation with Lapid. The prime minister 
noted that he had instructed the military secretary to examine the matter in-
depth and to update the relevant authorities in Egypt. 
 
LAPID, ERDOGAN TALK AS RAPPROCHEMENT CONTINUES (JPost 
7/10/22) 
Prime Minister Yair Lapid and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
spoke on the phone on Sunday, as relations between Jerusalem and Ankara 
continued to improve. 
Erdogan wished Lapid luck in the premiership and praised him for a 
successful visit to Ankara, which Lapid made last month, as foreign minister. 
Lapid wished Erdogan and all of Turkey a happy holiday, two days after Eid 
al-Adha. 
The prime minister also thanked Erdogan for Turkey’s cooperation in 
thwarting Iranian terrorist plots against Israeli tourists in Istanbul last month. 
“The two leaders emphasized in their conversation that Israel-Turkey 
relations are very important to the security, economy and stability of the 
Middle East,” the Prime Minister’s Office readout states. 
They also welcomed the aviation agreement signed between their countries 
last week, allowing Israeli airlines to fly to Turkey. 
President Isaac Herzog has spoken with Erdogan several times since 
entering office last year, including on Thursday, to wish him a happy Eid al-
Adha. 
Israel and Turkey had poor relations for over a decade, reaching their nadir 
in the wake of the 2010 Mavi Marmara raid, in which IDF commandos 
boarded a ship seeking to break the blockade on Gaza. In the ensuing hand-
to-hand combat, the commandos killed nine armed activists from an 
organization affiliated with Erdogan. 
In recent years, though, Turkey sought to rebuild relations with Israel, and 
the efforts gained steam after Herzog took office. The president visited 
Ankara earlier this year, and Lapid met with his Turkish then-counterpart 
Mevlüt Çavusoglu, who also visited Jerusalem. The foreign ministers 
discussed reinstating ambassadors.  
In addition, the cooperation to stop Iran-backed attempts to kidnap and kill 
Israelis in Istanbul, which resulted in over 10 arrests, brought the countries 
closer. 
The Economy and Industry Ministry announced plans last week to reopen the 
Israeli trade office in Istanbul, after closing it in 2019. 
 
ISRAEL RECORDS FIRST CUMULATIVE FISCAL SURPLUS SINCE 2007 
(Globes, 7/10/22) 
Even though Israel reported a fiscal deficit of NIS 1.5 billion in June, ending 
five consecutive months in which the cumulative fiscal deficit fell, the country 
has reported a fiscal surplus of 0.4% for the 12 months ending June 2022, 
the Ministry of Finance Accountant General reports. This is the first time 
since 2007 that Israel has ended 12 months with a cumulative fiscal surplus, 
rather than a cumulative deficit. 
The reason for the improvement in Israel's 12-month cumulative fiscal data, 
despite June being the first month of deficit since the start of 2022, is that the 
deficit in June was far smaller than in June 2021, when the deficit was NIS 
8.8 billion, nearly six times larger than last month. 
In the first half of 2022 there was a cumulative fiscal surplus of NIS 31.9 
billion compared with a cumulative fiscal deficit of NIS 43.7 billion in the first 
six months of 2021. In the first half of 2021, the government was burdened 
with unpaid leave payments and compensation to businesses hit by the 
Covid pandemic. These payments were halted in June 2021, and since then 
government expenditure has fallen. 
At the same time, government revenues between January and June 2022  

were NIS 241 billion, up 25% compared with the corresponding period of 
2021. However, government revenues in June 2022 were only NIS 34.9 
billion, the lowest monthly figure since the start of the year. 
 
FOLLOWING TERROR WAVE, HAREDI MEN VOLUNTEER TO PROTECT 
THEIR COMMUNITIES (YNet 7/11/22) 
After the terror wave that plagued Israel earlier this year, including in Haredi 
communities, A group of men who had served in IDF combat units were 
recruited as volunteers in a local civil defense organization, officials said on 
Sunday. 
The neighborhood watch was organized by the Haredi unit in the military 
along with the police and the Interior Ministry. 
After eight ultra-Orthodox residents of the predominately Haredi cities of Bnei 
Brak and Elad fell victims to the terror attacks last May, the organization 
dubbed Magen or protection in Hebrew, planned to train volunteers to 
respond to any future attack on their communities. 
 A trial period for the civil defense group will soon begin in Jerusalem, before 
expanding to other cities.  
The units will guard synagogues, and be available to assist first responders 
in case of emergencies in order to minimize response times. 
Members of the “Magen” project will be able to obtain a license to bear arms 
in an expedited process, undergo special training, be allegeable to receive 
police IDs, legal support as needed, equipment and more.  
Some 200 men have already volunteered and 1500 others have signed up 
for the project. At least 100 ultra-Orthodox men have joined the police as 
volunteers. 
Dubi Lichter, who was discharged from the IDF last year after serving in a 
combat unit was among the first recruits. 
“I saw that there truly aren’t many in the Haredi population who carry 
firearms,” he said. “I attended a wedding last week where the security men 
were unarmed" he said. "So I decided that if I could be a part of a unit to 
safeguard the community, I want to be a part of it as do many others. Many 
want to protect their home, neighborhood and synagogue. Even those who 
did not serve in the IDF want to have a part.” 
The percentage of ultra-Orthodox men who serve in the IDF is low compared 
to the general population and many are exempt from the need to serve 
according to law, if they are studying full-time in religious institutions. 
Haim Bar Zakai, father of two, also volunteered. “Once the “Magen” project 
was announced I knew I needed to take part in it,” he said.  
“The latest terror attacks in Haredi cities proved that citizens who carry 
firearms can save lives, and we don’t have enough in the Haredi 
communities. Me and my friends can use the experience we gained in the 
IDF to keep people safe – and that’s what we’ll do, that’s how we were 
raised.” 
The project’s founder, who was head the IDF unit where most of the ultra-
Orthodox recruits serve,  Major (ret.) Yossi Levi, said veterans of the military 
can help. “We, as a foundation who guides 14,000 veteran Haredi soldiers, 
can provide ultra-Orthodox cities with a solution using hundreds of 
volunteers," he said. 
“We found support for the project in the Public Security Ministry, the Police 
force and many local communities who wanted to join this important 
endeavor.” 
 
ISRAELI COURT RECOGNIZES ONLINE CIVIL MARRIAGES AS VALID 
(Israel Hayom 7/11/22) 
The Central District Court ruled on Sunday that Israel's Interior Ministry must 
recognize hundreds of online marriages registered through Zoom in the US 
state of Utah, Kan 11 News reported. 
The decision by Judge Efrat Fink means that Israeli couples can now wed in 
a civil ceremony without leaving the country. 
Israel has yet to instate civil marriage over the objections of the ultra-
Orthodox establishment. Israeli law does not allow for civil marriage and all 
state-recognized ceremonies must be in line with religious law. However, 
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Interior Ministry regulations state that a marriage must be registered, even if 
it was performed abroad, meaning that Israeli couples who marry overseas 
can present documents that prove their marriage and be recognized as such. 
This forces hundreds of Israeli couples who seek civil marriage – either 
because they are not eligible for a religious service under the Chief 
Rabbinate's rules or because a religious service does not reflect their beliefs 
– to travel overseas to wed. 
The global pandemic that paralyzed air travel in 2020 and part of 2021 
prompted hundreds of couples to turn to online services, in what has been 
dubbed "Zoom weddings" and "the Utah marriage." But the state refused to 
validate them as the couples in question married on Israeli soil. 
Last year, then-Interior Minister Aryeh Deri instructed to freeze the procedure 
after only three marriages were recognized by the Population Authority, 
prompting dozens of couples to seek legal action. 
Uri Regev, president and CEO at the Hiddush for Religious Freedom and 
Equality NGO welcomed the ruling and called on the Population Authority 
and Interior Ministry to implement it without delay, saying that "Utah 
marriage" presents hundreds of thousands of Israelis who cannot or do not 
wish to marry in religious ceremonies with the opportunity to do wed. 
Yesh Atid MK Yorai Lahav-Hertzano said the ruling "is important and just, 
and it simply states the obvious – a couple who marries abroad (even via 
Zoom) must be recognized in Israel. I urge the state not to appeal this ruling." 
Uri Keidar, executive director of Be Free Israel, an NGO on issues of religion 
and state in Israel, welcomed the ruling as well, but noted "it still leaves 
couples at the Rabbinate's mercy in case of divorce." 
All divorce proceedings in Israel must be validated by the Chief Rabbinate, 
regardless of whether a couple was wed in a religious ceremony. 
Urging the government to instate civil marriage, Keidar said, "A country that 
asks its citizens to risk their lives on its borders in order to protect it must also 
allow them to marry within its borders." 
MK Avi Maoz, head the Noam faction – an extremist faction known for its 
hardline anti-LGBTQ, anti-Reform positions – slammed the ruling, telling Kan 
11 News that the court is "ignoring policy that has been in effect for decades. 
It's unthinkable that judges in Israel undermine the Jewish state and carry out 
a quiet coup to make Israel a people's state. God willing, this will be rectified 
soon," he said, alluding to the Nov. 1 general elections. 
The concept of "a people's state" negates Israel's character as a Jewish 
state, stresses the need for absolute equality for all ethnic groups and 
denominations and advocates said equality be expressed by all state 
symbols, institutions and laws, in a way meant to create a unified national 
identity for all Israeli citizens. 
Deri, who heads the Sephardi ultra-Orthodox party Shas, urged Attorney 
General Gali Baharav-Miara to intervene and suspend the ruling. 
"It is inconceivable that fateful rulings that affect Israel's very character will be 
made by a single district court judge." 
The prolonged monopoly claimed by the Chief Rabbinate on all things 
marriage has seen the number of secular couples seeking to marry through 
recognized methods drop steadily in recent years. 
 
LAPID'S SCANT MILITARY EXPERIENCE COULD BE HIS UNDOING 
(Nahum Barnea, YNet 7/8/22) 
Back in May, I met two senior officials at the Prime Minister’s Office for a talk. 
We discussed the Prime Minister’s Residence on Jerusalem's Balfour St. and 
why didn't former prime minister Naftali Bennett move there even after the 
issue made headlines. They cited a laundry list of hurdles put up by senior 
officials in the office, endless strikes at the Defense Ministry, lack of luck and 
even their own mistakes. But the residence on Balfour St. isn’t a just single 
building, it’s an entire complex, so why won’t Bennett move into one of the 
other buildings, I wondered. 
They looked at each other and at me, dumbfounded. “There are no other 
buildings in Balfour,” replied one of them. 
I offered to go there, with or without them. Maybe I’ll show them something 
missed. They rejected my offer outright. 

On the day Prime Minister Yair Lapid took Bennett's place in power, 
suddenly they found a room for Lapid in Balfour and he quickly settled in. 
In one move, Lapid managed to silence the critics and mark his territory. He 
won’t be staying there much. Former prime minister Ariel Sharon didn’t stay 
there much either, despite having a spacious bedroom on the second floor. 
Regardless, whoever is condemned to sleep alone in a guarded, fortified 
complex feels like a prisoner. 
The issue at hand isn't the prime minister but his subordinates: not 
everything they say with complete confidence is an immutable truth. 
Sometimes they don't check things to the end, sometimes they cut corners, 
sometimes they cherry-pick facts they think better serve their superior, and 
sometimes they simply mix up reality and fiction. 
This is all the more sensitive when we talk about defense. Lapid became 
prime minister after being present at security consultations for a whole year.  
He's convinced that he has a firm grasp of the material, which is both true 
and false at the same time. 
There is a glaring difference between someone who sits through a briefing 
and then goes back to tend to his business and someone who must make 
decisions immediately. 
His predecessors Yitzhak Rabin, Ehud Barak and Ariel Sharon, who got their 
start in military command before coming into politics, were adamant about 
getting down to the smallest detail. Their experience thought them about their 
own limitations and the importance of skepticism. 
Menachem Begin represented the complete opposite.  
Lately, the debate over the First Lebanon War resumed. A war that started 
with Begin's solemn commitment to keep terrorists 40 kilometers from the 
Israeli border and not an inch further.  
Truth is the IDF planned from the get-go to push north all the way to Beirut 
and joint forces with the Christian militias. 
In a new book, 1982 – Lebanon The Road to War, historian Dr. Yigal Kipnis 
sheds light on how the defense establishment's top brass conspired with the 
Christian leadership in Lebanon  
Begin was the fish that took the bait. He was called upon to save the 
Christians even though they neither needed nor deserved saving. He heaped 
overwrought praise upon his commanders and let them run amok. And we 
know how that ended. 
The debate revolves around this 40-kilometer buffer. Was Begin aware that 
the IDF was eyeing Beirut while claiming the opposite in public? Did he lie?  
"Sure he knew and sure he lied," say Kipnis and the commanders in that war. 
"Begin didn’t lie", says then-cabinet secretary Dan Meridor to the contrary. 
"He didn’t know." 
Meridor quotes an unfortunate line uttered by Begin: “I knew everything – 
some in advance and some only after.” A prime minister who loses control 
over critical maneuvers in war shouldn’t be prime minister. 
This all ties back to Lapid. In his speech on Saturday, he mentioned two 
individuals in whose footsteps he would like to follow — David Ben Gurion 
and Begin, whom he called “the two most important prime ministers we had.” 
There are some things he can learn from Begin, but it would be best not to 
take his example in dealing with Israel’s military and intelligence services. 
He better learn from Rabin and Yitzhak Shamir — trust, but verify. 
The people at the top of the defense establishment nowadays are very 
competent and undoubtedly dedicated to Israel. Their credibility is higher 
than that of politicians. 
However, they too have interests, egos and impulses that require restraint. 
Not everything they offer is sacrosanct. 
Lapid will face throughout the election campaign claims he does not possess 
the experience required to take responsibility for military operations. His 
opponents will try to push to make hasty, irresponsible moves. 
This is the bane of every prime minister who does not come from the right. 
The truth is that there is no right or left when it comes to military action, 
certainly not in a caretaker government. 
What do we have? Seriousness and carelessness, and I hope Lapid would 
opt for the former. 



  

The word of the one who hears G-d's sayings and perceives the thoughts of the Most High… 

(24:16) 

This week’s Parsha, Parshas Balak, features Bilaam’s attempt to curse the Jewish nation. What was Bilaam’s secret 

that enabled him to be an effective curser? Rashi explains that Bilaam used his prophetic abilities to divine Hashem’s 

moment of anger, thus enabling his curses to take effect.  

Rabbi Fischel Schachter, based on the comments of the Ohr Hachaim, develops this idea a little bit further. When a 

person commits a sin against the Almighty, it would really be appropriate for that person to experience the 

consequence of his or her action immediately. Hashem in His great mercy, however, gives time to do Teshuva 

(repent). At the same time, Hashem gives that person some type of difficulty every day, in order to keep that person 

in check and remind them that Hashem is paying attention, and that he or she needs to do Teshuva. This is the 

“moment of anger,” that Rashi described. This moment of anger is actually a great benefit for the person, as it helps 

to prevent the person from sinning further, and also encourages repentance thereby bypassing the need to receive 

the full consequence for his or her sin. If, however, during this moment of anger another person invokes the sinner’s 

sin and asks that the sinner should receive the punishment immediately, such a curse has an effect. For this reason, 

Hashem did not manifest this moment of anger while Bilaam was trying to curse the Jews. 

Rabbi Schachter explains further that it was for this very reason that Bilaam advised the Moavites to take the 

opportunity to cause the Jews to sin. With Hashem’s daily moment of anger on temporary hiatus, they would not 

have that reminder to keep them in line and they would be more susceptible to temptation, which sadly ended up 

being the case. 

From here we learn a fascinating perspective on the little and not-as-little adversities that we face each day. None 

of us is perfect; we all make mistakes. As difficult as it is, when we face tough situations, we have an opportunity to 

not only say “everything is for the best,” but to recognize that what we are going through may be Hashem showing 

the utmost love for us by reminding us to improve ourselves and come back to Him. 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org 
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A Moment of Anger, A Moment of Love 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

Bilaam answered… “If Balak would give me his houseful of 

gold and silver, I cannot transgress the word of Hashem… (22, 

18) 

This shows us that he was greedy and coveted other people’s money. 

He said, “He ought to give me all his silver and gold..” (Rashi) 

Rav Yosi Ben Kisma said, “… he said to me, “Rebbi, please come live 

in our city… and I answered him, if you would give me all the money 

in the world, I would not move to a city that is lacking in Torah study. 

(Avos 6, 9) 

Why does Bilaam’s mention of money define him as one who 

desires money, while the statement of Rav Yossi Ben Kisma is an 

indication of his greatness? 

 

Hashem opened the mouth of the donkey and it said 

to Bilaam, “What have I done to you that you struck 

me these three times?” (22, 28)  

When did Hashem open the mouth of a different 

animal? 

  

 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. I was Bilaam’s end. 

2. I was for Yehoshua. 

3. I guard the garden. 

4. Zroa Netuya/Outstretched arm. 

 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. Don’t confuse my father with 

Gershom’s mother. 

2. Ruled. 

3. Unscrambled, I am “to curse.” 

4. I was a foreigner. 

 

 

 

#1 Og king of Bashan (I got bucked teeth, I was not 

the King of Embarrassment, I was a refugee, I got 

stuck in the mountain.) 

#2 Parah Adumah (I was far from “the wisest,” I can 

fix and ruin, I clean up after my child, I am not a 

yoking matter.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 
Last week’s riddle:  

What was the most popular name at Aharon HaKohen’s funeral? 

Answer: Aharon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parashas Balak relates the hiring by Balak, king of Moav, of Bilaam to curse the Israelites, 

in the hope that this would enable him to “strike [the nation of Israel] and drive it away 

from the land.” Although some midrashim condemn Balak as a villain (Tanchuma 2), others 

are more sympathetic and acknowledge that he was motivated by a well-grounded fear 

of Jewish depredation of his country. Rashi, in one explanation of Hashem’s command in 

parashas Pinchas to attack the Midianites, but not the Moavites, distinguishes between 

the two as follows: 

The Moavites entered into the matter out of fear, because they feared that they might 

plunder them, since about them it was stated only, (Devarim 2:9) “Do not contend with them 

in battle”; but the Midianites, however, had got excited (had interfered) in a quarrel that did 

not concern them (31:2). 

In his comments to the cited verse in Devarim, Rashi asserts that Moav was afraid not 

just of what the Israelites might do, but of what they were already actually doing: 

As regards Moav He forbade them (the Israelites) only war against them, but they may 

frighten them, appearing before them when equipped for war; therefore it is written, 

(Bamidbar 22:3) "And Moav was afraid because of the people", because they took plunder 

and loot from them. 

According to this latter formulation, Balak acted in classic self-defense, something 

generally permitted by Jewish as well as secular law, on both the individual level as well as 

that of the state. According to the former formulation, however, Balak was engaged in the 

rather more controversial practice of preemptive self-defense. 

The Torah’s stance on preemptive self-defense is not entirely clear. The standard 

halachic framework of self-defense is the law of the pursuer (rodef), which allows the use 

of lethal force when necessary to forestall a lethal attack. The classic scenarios of rodef, 

however, typically involve actual self-defense, and there is little if any direct discussion of 

preemptive self-defense. 

One possible precedent for the legitimacy of preemptive self-defense is a justification 

of Ralbag of Shimon and Levi’s massacre of the inhabitants of (the city of) Shechem: 

although only Shechem (the person) had violated their sister, Ralbag suggests that it was 

nevertheless necessary for them to exterminate the entire city, since had they merely 

executed Shechem himself, his father and the rest of the inhabitants of the city would have 

subsequently attacked them in revenge. 
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