
YISE Programs and Listings
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the 
deeper dimensions of the Parsha and Holidays by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins 
at 8:55 AM Shabbos mornings in the Social Hall. This Shiur will be given by Rabbi Rosenbaum. 
Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman will give the Gemara Shiur after 
the Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush, learning Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. 
Rabbi Rosenbaum will be on vacation from Tuesday, June 28 through Thursday, July 7. 
Individuals with Halachic questions can contact Rabbi Postelnek at 571-340-0227 or 
rypostelnek@yise.org Those wanting to contact Rabbi Rosenbaum about pressing matters should 
contact the Shul office and a staff member will notify Rabbi Rosenbaum. 
Come Join Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater 
Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee: Rabbi Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish 
history, Monday, July 4, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more information, contact 
Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Living Shabbos - Join YISE young professionals for a new series on the laws of Shabbos with 
Rabbi Postelnek. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, starting July 5, at the home of David & Tamara 
Goodman, 11611 Kemp Mill Road. For questions or to join the WhatsApp group contact Rabbi 
Postelnek at rypostelnek@yise.org See flyer for details. 
Seeing the Hand of Hashem…In Daily Life - Presented by the YISE Meaningful Tefilah Project. 
Next lecture, “Seeing the Hand of Hashem in Daily Life,” with Mrs. Sharon Freundel on Sunday, July, 
24, 10:30 AM on Zoom A. Recordings at wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem See flyer for details. 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
June 24 - 25, 2022 - 26 Sivan 5782 - Parshas Shlach/Mevorchim Hachodesh 

Light Candles by 8:19 - Havdalah 9:27 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

COVID-19 Updates
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 

vaccine (16 years of age or older), but who chooses to not 
be vaccinated may attend YISE Minyanim and events with 
the following guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals must 
remain masked at all times while in the Shul building, 
including at Kiddushes and/or other events containing 
food. Masks may not be removed to eat or drink. 
Exceptions will be made for private functions being held 
at the Shul, but that are not Shul sponsored events. 

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not 
come to shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills, 
muscle aches, sore throat, severe cough, headache, nausea 
or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion or runny nose, 
or new loss of sense of taste or smell. If you have tested 
positive for COVID, you should follow the CDC 
guidelines. 

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for 
children under 16. 

• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE 
building. 

• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary. 
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and 
to return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In 
protecting each other as we navigate this unfolding situation, 
may we grow stronger as individuals and as a community. 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored by the Taragin Family in commemoration of the Shloshim of Jerry 
Taragin, on Shabbos, June 25th, the 26th of Sivan, and in honor of the anniversary of Yitz’s Bar 

Mitzvah. The family thanks the community for their love and support. 

YISE Youth Announcements
There are NO Shabbos groups this Shabbos, June 25. 
Our leaders will be taking a brief summer break. Summer 
youth groups begin next Shabbos, July 2, for ages 2-9 
from 10:00 AM - 11:15 AM. See you on July 2. For more 
information, contact Debbie Katz at at dkatz@yise.org  
Calling All Rising 6th Grade Boys!! Rabbi Rosenbaum is 
learning weekly with rising 6th grade boys one hour 
before Mincha in the YISE Social Hall. Bring your hard 
questions! Refreshments will be served. 

Mazal Tov 
• Yael & Daniel Abadi on the birth of a son. 
• Susan & Rabbi Saul Koss on the birth of a great-grandson, Binyamin Dov, 

to Bracha & R’ Dr. Barry Eichenbaum of Clifton, NJ, and to grandparents 
Rivka & R’ Evan Bart of Richmond. Mazal Tov also to Frieda Bart and 
Uncle Jonathan, and on the marriage of their grandson Levi Guttman (R’ 
Simmy and Miriam, ZT”L, Guttman parents) to Esti Meister, all of 
Milwaukee. 

• Dena & Avi Kotek on the birth of a daughter. Mazal Tov to the extended 
Kotek and Topper families. 

• Maurissa & Chananya Pinsky on the birth of a son, Ezra Asher. Mazal 
Tov also to grandmother Jodi Mailman. 

• Miri & Rabbi Yoni Schick on the marriage of their daughter, Goldie Walls, 
to Yehuda Yedidya of Denver. 

Shabbos Schedule
Minyan locations are listed as B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall. 

LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 8:19, and not before 7:04 
• Mincha: 6:45 (Plag, S), 7:20 (B), 8:20 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 8:05 (B), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 

Shalosh Seudot is sponsored this Shabbos by the Taragin Family to 
commemorate the Shloshim of Dr. Jerome Taragin, ע״ה. 

• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:27 
Divrei Torah/Shiurim: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan   Rabbi Yonatan Gorin 
• 9:15 Minyan   Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur   Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura   Rabbi Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Sponsors: 
• Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by the Hashkamah Minyan 

Kiddush Group 

• The Shul Kiddush is sponsored by The Shul Kiddush Group.



Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for 
this Past Week: 

Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Sunday Morning Mussar Shiur 

• Leah Paretzky in memory of her father, Stanley Gibbs, Shmuel Ben 
Yisrael v'Chanah, Z”L, on his 20th Yahrzeit. 

Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi 

Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur. 
Rabbi Grossman’s Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur 
• Chani & Jay Parness in memory of parents and grandparents. 

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all 
come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives 
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different 
remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship 
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to 
commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a 
great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while helping 
YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not 
available. 
 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 
(per day):  

• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 
• Hashkamah Minyan Gemara Shiur, Shabbos Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha 
Shiurim together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship 
at $54 each. 
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each. 
 
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

YISE Programs and Listings 
(continued) 

A Wider Circle - Join YISE and KMS in volunteering at A Wider Circle 
on Sunday, July 31, from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM. For more information, 
contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Ask the Rabbi - Come join our virtual, interactive monthly program 
featuring different Halachic topics! This month's topic: Tzedakah. The first 
45 minutes is for Shailos submitted in advance and the last 15 minutes is 
for Q & A. Send in your questions about Tzedakah to: 
AskTheRabbi@yise.org by Sunday, July 31. The program will take place 
on Tuesday, August 2, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM on Zoom A. For more 
information and to submit questions by phone or anonymously, contact 
Miriam Friedman at 301-754-1517 or mfriedman2@yahoo.com To 
sponsor the program, please contact the YISE office. 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed! As we return to a regular schedule of 
Kiddushes, volunteers are needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up and 
clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know 
when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed 
Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical 
crises. We are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this 
program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., 
contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam 
Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at 
http://audio.yise.org 

 

 Weekday Shiurim 
Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list 
and times, go to: https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed 
by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday through Friday, 
9:30 AM, Zoom A, will only meet on Monday, June27. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed 
by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:00 
PM, Zoom A, will only meet on Sunday, June 26, and Monday, 
June 28. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women 
(spiritual self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A, will resume on Tuesday, July 12. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, 
now learning Mishlei, Zoom A, will resume on Wednesday, 
July 13. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning 
Sefer Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A, will resume 
on Wednesday, July 13. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - Sunday 
mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM. Shiurim: 
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel 
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced Jew - 

Rabbi Hillel Shaps 
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak 

Grossman 
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging Parsha 

Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter 
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, 

Sundays at 10:00 AM, Zoom C. 
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) 

- 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact Rabbi Hillel 
Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361. 
• For Men: 

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page 
Gemara - in person in the Social Hall 

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading 
Responsa - Zoom D. 

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei 
Hatorah Gemara Skills Building - Zoom H. 

• For Women - Zoom I 
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, is on summer break. 

• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM. 
Join the fastest growing Halacha learning program in the 
world! Now back in person at YISE. Register at 
gwckollel.org/scp  

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin, 
Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco 
Beit Midrash. 

• Chavrusa Learning - Monday nights in the Social Hall, 9:00 
PM - 10:00 PM. For more information, contact Rabbi Levy 
240-423-8810. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s 
Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 9:00 AM, studying 
Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, 
Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the Torah 
from a Deeper Perspective”, Zoom E, is on summer break. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, 
learning Maseches Bava Kama 9th Perek Merubah. Wednesday 
evenings, 7:30 PM on Zoom G. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting 
ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom E: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
Zoom F: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 
Zoom H: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom I: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter 



Community Programs & Listings 
Mishnayos in Memory of David Finkelstein - Sign up for Mishnayos learning in memory of David Finkelstein, Z”L, at: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zK45Pqg3GlL7a3VTTlMejDkBGorgQZJGMk7hkullxYg/edit?usp=drivesdk  
Mishnayos in Memory of Glicka Creeger - Sign up for Siyum Mishnayos for the Shloshim of Glicka bas Yoshiyahu Yosef, at 
http://hadranalach.com/2395 
Alshich on the Parsha with Rabbi Levy - Shabbat afternoon between Mincha and Maariv in the Franco Beit Midrash. 
Beyond Waters of Eden: The Centrality of Water in Jewish Art and Texts with Nomi Schneck, PhD candidate, Department of Art & Archaeology, 
Princeton University, and Liz Diament, museum educator. For women and girls age 12 and up, Tuesday, June 28, 8:30 PM on Zoom. This is the second 
event from the Robin Niman Mikvah Education Fund of the Mikvah Emunah Society with support from the OU Women’s Initiative Challenge Grant 2022 
for Innovative Women’s Programming - Women's Unity Series, Engaging and Connecting Women in our Community at All Ages and Stages of Life. 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, June 29, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at secretary@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
12th Yad Zlata Yahrzeit Commemoration Concert of Super Stars - Thursday, July 7, 7:00 PM at the Berman Hebrew Academy. Largest 
Jewish concert in Washington, tribute to Zlata Geisinsky, OB”M. An inspiring evening of beautiful music in tribute to a noble teacher. After 2 
years, the music is finally back! (Huge auditorium scattered seating available.) Featuring Yoni Z, guest appearance by Boruch Sholom, 
accompanied by Yossi Shtendig Orchestra. RSVP now at www.TYZlata.com or 240-200-4515.  
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Michtav M’Eliyahu: Thought and Perspective of Rav Eliyahu Dessler - Join Rabbi Yosef Musicante as he begins to explore Rav Dessler’s 
perspectives on Kabbalas Hatorah - Receiving the Torah! Mondays - 8:30 PM at SEHC, 10900 Lockwood Drive and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 279 
256 7843 Password: Learn 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
Parsha Explorations with Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Presented by the Greater Washington Community Kollel and Kemp Mill Synagogue, 
Sunday evenings, 7:30 PM at KMS and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 655 813 1022, Passcode: 365636. For men and women. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennnetwork.org  
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
• Simi & Sammy Franco wish Debbie & Marc Katz a happy birthday!!! 

 

The Week Ahead Sunday 
June 26 

Monday 
June 27 

Tuesday 
June 28 

Wednesday, June 29 
Rosh Chodesh 

Thursday, June 30 
Rosh Chodesh 

Friday 
July 1 

 

Shacharis 
Ashkenazi (S, B, B) 6:30, 7:30, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:35, 8:45 6:15, 6:35, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 8:25 8:25 8:25 8:25 8:25  See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 4:03 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 4:42 AM, Latest Netz: 5:47 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 9:27 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:50 PM, Earliest Shkia: 8:37 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 9:27 PM 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, June 29 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

    Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi     Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
July 1 - 2, 2022 - 3 Tammuz 5782 

Parshas Korach 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 8:19, but not before 7:04 
• Mincha: 6:45 (Plag, S), 7:20 (B), 8:20 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 8:15 (B), 8:10 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:26 



A Quick Thought on the Parsha from Rabbi Rosenbaum 

Shlach 5782: 

Things Could Have Been Much Worse 

The following is kindly transcribed by a congregant from the video at  

https://wp.yise.org/shabbos  

Sforno says that it was essential that the twelve individuals who were chosen to be the spies that 
would tour the land of Israel, it was essential that each of them had this role. The Ramban explains it 
was essential because partially if there would end up being a sin in the story of the מרגלים, the story 
of the spies, which of course there was, the responsibility of the sin should be across the board of 
Klal Yisroel. So each of the twelve tribes was represented among the spies. But the Sforno says 
something remarkable. The Sforno says that G-d told Moshe that he had to choose great pious 
people, significant leaders of the Jewish people, to be the spies, and the Sforno says if these people 
had not been chosen, it could have been so much worse. 

What does that mean? The spy story did not work out well for the Jewish people. The Sforno says, 
look at the ten spies who gave a negative report. They started off talking about the goodness of the 
land of Israel but their point was, we won’t be able to conquer the land because the residents of the 
land of Israel are too powerful, too strong. The Jewish people, as a whole, latch on to this negative 
perspective that the spies convey and they’re distraught. Ultimately, Moshe Rabbeinu speaks strong 
to the Jewish people, relates the message from Hashem that their response was utterly unacceptable 
and the Jewish people repent. Says the Sforno, imagine if there would be other people who would 
have been the spies and they would have been dishonest to begin with? Imagine if they had painted a 
picture that the land of Israel doesn’t even have good produce? Then Klal Yisroel, the Jewish people, 
wouldn’t have found anything positive to think about in the land of Israel. And it could very well be 
that they wouldn’t have repented when called to task by Hashem. So the Sforno says, even though 
the ten spies who gave a negative report did not do as they were supposed to, it still could have been 
so much worse, and the Jewish people were able to repent, were able to switch gears, because the 
spies gave an overall honest perspective.  

I think it is a fascinating thing to think about that even when we look at a situation that seems to be 
bleak, and it seems to be bad in every way possible, we have to see the full picture. That’s the 
lesson, part of the lesson, according to the Sforno in the story of these spies, and I think it is a lesson 
to reflect on in so many aspects of our lives. 

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!  



YOUNG ISRAEL SHOMRAI EMUNAH 

Honoring
DANIT AND ARI KANAL

Community Service Award

SUNDAY, JULY 10TH
6:00PM

YISE SOCIAL HALL
1132 ARCOLA AVE

SILVER SPRING, MD 20902

Annual Banquet
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J O I N  Y I S E  Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

S t a r t i n g  J u l y  5 t h  

At the home of David and Tamara Goodman 

WITH RABBI POSTELNEK

Tuesdays
 8:15 - 9:00PM 

11611 Kemp Mill Rd

Learn the background & practical laws that 
we encounter every week in our own homes!



Seeing the Hand of Hashem...
In Nature
In History

In Our Own Lives
A lecture series presented by the Meaningful Tefilah Project 

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah. 
Co-sponsored by Kemp Mill Synagogue

To support this year-long series as a sponsor, send your check ($36, $72, $180) made out to YISE 
(memo: Meaningful Tefilah) to: YISE, 1132 Arcola Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20902

Sunday, June 12 at 10:30 a.m.
Seeing the Hand of Hashem in History
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz, Rav of Kehillat Ohr Somayach,
Senior Lecturer, Yeshivat Ohr Somayach

Sunday, July 24 at 10:30 a.m.
Seeing the Hand of Hashem in Daily Life
Mrs. Sharon Freundel, managing director of the Jewish
Education Innovation Challenge

Prior three lectures on Seeing the Hand of Hashem 
in Nature are now available at 
wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem

“Mesader es hakochavim: Bringing Order Out of Chaos in the Heavens”
Jeremy Schnittman, Ph.D. (NASA)

“The Science Behind Asher Yatzar, the Most Frequently Recited Bracha”
Aaron M. Cypess, M.D., Ph.D., M.M.Sc. (NIH)

“’Ma Rabu Maasecha’ at the Submicroscopic Level: How Enzymes Work” 
John Golin, Ph.D. (YU and CUA)

Go to zoom.com and enter Zoom ID: 416-963-9000
password: 492019

To register and receive reminders, 
send your email address to stuartrosenthal@yise.org



Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
Fear of Freedom - The episode of the spies was one 
of the most tragic in the entire Torah. Who sent them 
and to what end is not entirely clear. In this week’s 
parsha, the text says that it was God who told Moses 
to do so. In Deuteronomy, Moses says that it was the 
people who made the request. Either way, the result 
was disaster. An entire generation was deprived of 
the chance to enter the Promised Land. The entry 
itself was delayed by forty years. According to the 
Sages, it cast its shadow long into the future. 
  Moses told the spies to go and see the land and 
bring back a report about it: Are the people many or 
few, strong or weak? What is the land itself like? Are 
the cities open or fortified? Is the soil fertile? They 
were also tasked with bringing back some of its fruit. 
The spies returned with a positive report about the 
land itself: “It is indeed flowing with milk and 
honey, and this is its fruit” There then followed one 
of the most famous ‘buts’ in Jewish history: “But – 
the people who live there are powerful, and the cities 
are fortified and very large. We even saw 
descendants of Anak [‘the giant’] there”. 
  Sensing that their words were demoralising the 
people, Caleb, one of the spies, interrupted with a 
message of reassurance: “We should go up and take 
possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” 
However, the other spies insisted: “We cannot attack 
those people; they are stronger than we are.… All the 
people we saw there are of great size.… We seemed 
like grasshoppers…”. The next day, the people, 
persuaded that the challenge was completely beyond 
them, expressed regret that they had ever embarked 
on the Exodus and said, “Let us appoint a leader and 
go back to Egypt”. 
  Thus far the narrative. However, it is monumentally 
difficult to understand. It was this that led the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe to give a radically revisionary 
interpretation of the episode. He asked the obvious 
question. How could ten of the spies come back with 
a defeatist report? They had seen with their own eyes 
how God had sent a series of plagues that brought 
Egypt, the strongest and longest-lived of all the 
empires of the ancient world, to its knees. They had 
seen the Egyptian army with its cutting-edge military 
technology, the horse-drawn chariot, drown in the 
sea while the Israelites passed through it on dry land. 
Egypt was far stronger than the Canaanites, 
Perizzites, Jebusites, and other minor kingdoms that 
they would have to confront in conquering the land. 
Nor was this an ancient memory. It had happened not 
much more than a year before. 
  What is more, they were entirely wrong about the 
people of the land. We discover this from the book of 
Joshua, in the passage read as the haftarah to Shelach 
Lecha. When Joshua sent spies to Jericho, the 
woman who sheltered them, Rahab, described for 
them what her people felt when they heard that that 
the Israelites were on their way:  I know that the 
Lord has given this land to you. A great fear of you 
has fallen on us…We have heard how the Lord dried 
up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came 
out of Egypt.… When we heard of it, our hearts 

melted and everyone’s courage failed because of 
you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above 
and on the earth below. 
  The people of Jericho were not giants. They were 
as fearful of the Israelites as the Israelites were of 
them. Nor was this something that was disclosed 
only later. The Israelites of Moses’ day had already 
sung in the Song at the Sea: 

The peoples have heard; they tremble; 
Pangs have seized the inhabitants of Philistia. 
Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed; 
Trembling seizes the leaders of Moab; 
All the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. 
Terror and dread fall upon them; 
Because of the greatness of Your arm, they are still 
as a stone.  

  How was it that they forgot what, not long before, 
they knew? What is more, continued the Rebbe, the 
spies were not people plucked at random from 
among the population. The Torah states that they 
were “men who were heads of the People of Israel.” 
They were leaders. They were not people given 
lightly to fear. The questions are straightforward, but 
the answer the Rebbe gave was utterly unexpected. 
The spies were not afraid of failure, he said. They 
were afraid of success. 
  Never had a people lived so close to God.  If they 
entered the land, their lifestyle of camping around 
the Sanctuary, eating manna from heaven, living in 
continuous contact with the Shechinah would vanish. 
They would have to fight battles, maintain an army, 
create an economy, farm the land, worry about the 
weather and their crops, and all the other thousand 
distractions that come from living in the world. What 
would happen to their closeness to God? They would 
be preoccupied with mundane and material pursuits. 
Here they could spend their entire lives learning 
Torah, lit by the radiance of the Divine. There they 
would be one more nation in a world of nations with 
the same kind of economic, social, and political 
problems that every other nation has to deal with. 
  They were afraid of success, and the subsequent 
change it would bring about. They wanted to spend 
their lives in the closest possible proximity to God. 
What they did not understand was that God seeks, in 
the Midrashic phrase, “a dwelling in the lower 
worlds.” One of the great differences between 
Judaism and other religions is that while others seek 
to lift people to heaven, Judaism seeks to bring 
heaven down to earth. 
  Much of Torah is about things not conventionally 
seen as religious at all: labour relations, agriculture, 
welfare provisions, loans and debts, land ownership, 
and so on. It is not difficult to have an intense 
religious experience in the desert, or in a monastic 
retreat, or in an ashram. Most religions have holy 
places and holy people who live far removed from 
the stresses and strains of everyday life. About this 
there is nothing unusual at all. 
  But that is not the Jewish project, the Jewish 
mission. God wanted the Israelites to create a model 
society where human beings were not treated as 
slaves, where rulers were not worshipped as 
demigods, where human dignity was respected, 
where law was impartially administered to rich and 
poor alike, where no one was destitute, no one was 
abandoned to isolation, no one was above the law, 
and no realm of life was a morality-free zone. That 
requires a society, and a society needs a land. It 
requires an economy, an army, fields and flocks, 

labour and enterprise. All these, in Judaism, become 
ways of bringing the Shechinah into the shared 
spaces of our collective life. 
  The spies did not doubt that Israel could win its 
battles with the inhabitants of the land. Their 
concern was not physical but spiritual. They did not 
want to leave the wilderness. They did not want to 
become just another nation among the nations of the 
earth. They did not want to lose their unique 
relationship with God in the reverberating silence of 
the desert, far removed from civilisation and its 
discontents. This was the mistake of deeply religious 
men – but it was a mistake. 
  Clearly this is not the plain sense of the narrative, 
but we should not dismiss it on that account. It is, as 
it were, a psychoanalytical reading of the 
unconscious mindset of the spies. They did not want 
to let go of the intimacy and innocence of the time-
out-of-time and place-out-of-place that was the 
experience of the wilderness. Ultimately the spies 
feared freedom and its responsibilities. 
  But Torah is about the responsibilities of freedom. 
Judaism is not a religion of monastic retreat from the 
world. It is a religion of engagement with the world. 
God chose Israel to make His presence visible in the 
world. Therefore Israel must live in the world. The 
Jewish people were not without their desert-dwellers 
and ascetics. The Talmud speaks of R. Shimon b. 
Yochai living for thirteen years in a cave. When he 
emerged, he could not bear to see people engaged in 
such earthly pursuits as ploughing a field. He held 
that engagement with the world was fundamentally 
incompatible with the heights of spirituality. But the 
mainstream held otherwise. It maintained that 
“Torah study without an occupation will in the end 
fail and lead to sin”. 
  Maimonides speaks of people who live as hermits 
in the desert to escape the corruptions of society. But 
these were the exceptions, not the rule. It is not the 
destiny of Israel to live outside time and space as the 
world’s recluses. Far from being the supreme height 
of faith, such a fear of freedom and its 
responsibilities is, according to the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe, the sin of the spies. 
  They did not want to contaminate Judaism by 
bringing it into contact with the real world. They 
sought the eternal dependency of God’s protection 
and the endless embrace of His all-encompassing 
love. There is something noble about this desire, but 
also something profoundly irresponsible. The spies 
demoralised the people and provoked the anger of 
God. The Jewish project – the Torah as the 
constitution of the Jewish nation under the 
sovereignty of God – is about building a society in 
the land of Israel that so honours human dignity and 
freedom that it will one day lead the world to say, 
“Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 
people”. 
  The Jewish task is not to fear the real world but to 
enter and transform it, healing some of its wounds 
and bringing to places often shrouded in darkness 
fragments of Divine light. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
”And God spoke to Moses saying ‘Send men to 
scout the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the 
Israelite people…” In the process of becoming a 
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  Likutei Divrei Torah2
nation, the Jewish people committed any number of 
sins, but one in particular, as recorded in this week’s 
portion, Shelach, dwarfs all others. 
  The events are as follows: God commands Moses 
to appoint men to explore the land they will be 
settling – a reasonable request. Moses appoints 12 
princes to survey the land and after 40 days, they 
return with their report. As it turns out, the report is 
phrased in a way which sours the spirit of the people, 
and instead of being excited about the prospects of 
the new land, they let out a great cry. The midrash 
tells us that as a result of their wail, God decides that 
if they think they have something to cry about now, 
let them wait. And that date, the 9th of Av, thus 
becomes fixed in the Jewish calendar, reserved for 
mourning major national tragedies such as the 
destruction of both Temples, and the exile of the 
Jews from Spain 500 years ago. 
  To understand the nature of their sin, we have to 
look more closely at the events recorded in the 
portion of Shelach. The report’s opening phrase 
evokes the splendor of the promised land. “Indeed, 
it’s a land of milk and honey,”, an expression that 
has virtually become synonymous with the land of 
Israel. Displaying the enormous fruits of the land, we 
can safely conclude from their opening words that 
the spies had no doubts about the land’s fertility. One 
would be hard-pressed to find in their entire report 
something against the land itself. True, “the people 
living in the land are aggressive, and the cities are 
large and well-fortified. We also saw the giants 
there” is what they say, but are these words against 
the land? 
  If the sin of the people wasn’t against the land, per-
haps it was against God? But they never actually say 
that God is wrong, nor do they deny that this is the 
land promised to them by God. In fact, using the 
expression “milk and honey” reaffirms God’s 
promise to Moses at the Burning Bush: “I will bring 
you to a land of milk and honey”. 
  If we cannot pin their rebellion against the land or 
against God, then what are we left with? A clue can 
be found if we take a look at the verse which speaks 
of the land consuming its inhabitants: “They began 
to speak badly about the land that they had explored. 
They told the Israelites, ‘The land that we crossed to 
explore is a land that consumes its inhabitants. All 
the men we saw there were huge. While we were 
there we saw Nephilim… We felt like tiny 
grasshoppers. That’s all that we were in their eyes”. 
  But if the land consumes its inhabitants, how is it 
possible that the people are huge? There should be 
no one alive, let alone giants and sons of the 
Nephilim?! As Nachmanides points out, a poor, 
weak land cannot produce people strong in stature. 
Implicit in Nachnanides’ words is that the land is not 
for average people. 
  And this is the heart of the problem.  Notice the 
sequence: “There we saw the giants. We felt like 
grasshoppers,” is followed by “That’s all we were in 
their eyes.” What this points to is a common 
phenomenon – how we see ourselves determines 
how others end up seeing us. If you’re a grasshopper 
in someone else’s eyes, obviously he’ll crush you 
without a second thought, and once you think of 
yourself as a grasshopper, the rest of the world 
seconds the motion. 
  The image of a grasshopper is striking, capturing 
the essence of exile: a chirping, tiny creature at the 
mercy of all; one who is easily crushed. “We were 
like grasshoppers” means that the scouts, although 
princes of tribes, still think like slaves in Egypt, 
seeing themselves as despised, dependent creatures. 
How could they have possibly believed in 
themselves? And if one doesn’t believe in oneself, 
one usually assimilates, gives oneself over to a 
higher power, decides either to return to Egypt – 
which Datan and Aviram always wanted to do – or to 
remain paralyzed and inactive in the desert. In 

accepting defeat rather than displaying defiance, the 
Jew is meekly and passively surrendering to fate as it 
“hops” all over him. 
  Now we see how in the scouts’ sin lies the seed of 
the destruction of both Temples. Tragedy erupts not 
so much when others take a sudden dislike to us, but 
when we dislike ourselves and become paralyzed 
and passive as a result. The sin of the scouts is not in 
the terrible report they bring, but in their vision of 
themselves, a perception which becomes contagious 
and which ends up as a self-fulfilling prophecy of 
doom. As James Baldwin said so aptly, he could 
forgive America for enslaving black people, but he 
could never forgive America for making the blacks 
feel that they were worthless, that they deserved to 
be slaves. And that’s precisely what Egypt did to the 
Hebrews! 
  In this century, we’ve taken giant steps toward 
rectifying this distorted vision; but apparently more 
work needs to be done before the self-image of the 
grasshopper is gone. Then, even if we live “in a land 
that consumes” its inhabitants, it only acts as a curse 
for those who live passive grasshoppery lives. But 
for the ex-grasshoppers, ready to take responsibility 
for the road to redemption, this land can really be a 
blessing. 
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
True Blue - This week, I begin by taking the liberty 
of sharing two very personal experiences with you. 
Neither experience felt momentous at the time they 
occurred, but both experiences had significant 
impact on my "inner" spiritual life. 
  The first occurred several decades ago when a 
group of Israeli scholars visited Baltimore, where 
Chavi and I then resided. They scheduled a lecture at 
a local synagogue and entitled the lecture "A New 
Discovery." The title evoked my curiosity, and so I 
decided to attend. 
  This lecture was perhaps the first delivered in the 
United States to present the findings of this group 
about the discovery, or perhaps more aptly, the 
recovery, of the authentic tekhelet, the blue dye 
which was used extensively in ancient times by 
royalty and, more importantly, from our Jewish 
perspective, to color some of the fringes of the 
tzitzit. 
  In this connection, I remind you of the following 
passage in this week's Torah portion, Shelach. The 
passage reads:   "The Lord said to Moses as follows: 
Speak to the Israelite people and instruct them to 
make for themselves fringes on the corners of their 
garments throughout the ages; let them attach a cord 
of blue to the fringe at each corner. That shall be 
your fringe; look at it and recall all the 
Commandments of the Lord and observe them, so 
that you do not follow your heart and eyes in your 
lustful urge…" 
  We are thus enjoined to attach tzitzis or fringes to 
our four-cornered garments and to add to these 
fringes a "cord of tekhelet" or "cord of blue." The 
source for the dye which colored the cord of blue 
was a sea animal known as the chilazon, whose exact 
identity was lost over the ages so that until recent 
times observant Jews only attached colorless fringes 
to their talitot. 
  A nineteenth century rabbi, Rabbi Gershon Henoch 
Leiner, who was also the leader of the Hasidic sect 
of Radzin, spent years searching for a sea creature 
which fit the description of the chilazon. His 
investigations led him to conclude that the chilazon 
was a sub-species of squid from which the blue dye 
could be extracted. The rabbi was unsuccessful in 
convincing the other leading rabbis of his time that 
his identification was accurate, but his followers, 
Hasidim of Radzin, adopted the practice of using this 
particular dye for their "cord of blue." 
  In the twentieth century, Rabbi Isaac Herzog, later 
the Chief Rabbi of Israel, wrote a dissertation 

disproving Rabbi Leiner's contention, and suggested 
instead that the true chilazon was a type of snail, 
specifically the Murex trunculus. 
  The scholars who visited Baltimore were 
representatives of a then recently formed 
organization called Ptil Tekhelet (see 
www.tekhelet.com). They reported that their 
organization had not only corroborated Rabbi 
Herzog's findings but had resolved the various 
questions which he had left unanswered. 
Furthermore, this organization was producing tzitzis 
with the proper "cord of blue" and marketing their 
product. 
  Need I say more? I was convinced there and then 
that I would procure this new product and would 
wear the "true blue" tekhelet from that time forward. 
I continue to do so to this very day, baruch Hashem. 
  When I began using this "cord of blue," I could not 
have predicted the profound impact it would have 
upon me. I am neither a mystic nor the son of a 
mystic, but nevertheless, I experience a numinous 
mystical mood each morning when I wrap myself in 
my tallit to pray. This was the first of the two 
experiences that I share with you today. 
  The second experience occurred that same year. I 
was privileged to lead an expedition to Eastern 
Europe, mainly to visit sites of Jewish significance. 
Tragically, most of those sites are neglected 
cemeteries or synagogues in ruins. My special 
interest is visiting graves of famous Jews, 
particularly the graves of great rabbinic scholars. 
  I’ve guided quite a few similar expeditions over the 
years and have developed the practice of studying 
the published works of the rabbinic scholars whose 
graves I visit. That year, we visited the city of Prague 
and stood on line behind a large group of non-Jewish 
tourists who were attracted to the grave of the great 
Maharal, allegedly the creator of the famous Golem. 
  Rather than wait patiently behind that group, we 
visited another famous grave, that of Maharal's 
successor in the Prague rabbinate, Rabbi.Shlomo 
Ephraim of Lunshitz, known by the title of his 
masterwork, Kli Yakar. At his grave, I made a silent 
vow to familiarize myself, not only with Kli Yakar, 
but with its author's entire oeuvre. 
  That ordinary episode led to what some would call 
serendipity, and others would call divine providence. 
For, you see, having adopted the "cord of blue," I 
began to search the sources to better understand its 
significance. Particularly, I was puzzled by 
Ramban's insistence that it was the "cord of blue," 
not at all the "cords of white," that effectively enable 
us to "recall the Commandments of the Lord and 
observe them" and not follow our eyes' and hearts' 
and lustful urges. What's the secret of the cord of 
blue's magic? 
  I found many answers to this question, but my 
favorite one is to be found in the Kli Yakar's 
commentary…  He reminds us that there are two 
basic motives to religious behavior: fear or awe of 
the Almighty on the one hand, love and attachment 
to Him on the other. By contemplating the sea, we 
acknowledge His power to contain our "waves," our 
"lustful urges." By moving on to contemplate the 
heavens, we are inspired to worship him joyously 
and lovingly. We are then positioned to stand before 
His "throne of glory." 
  There are many paths open to us in our search for 
spirituality. The "cord of blue" provides us with one 
easy path—the color blue prompts us to contemplate 
the deep blue sea and the blue of heaven. From there, 
we can glimpse the Almighty's "throne of glory," the 
highest level of spirituality! [Excerpted]
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In this week’s Parashah, we read of the first instance of
someone transgressing the laws of Shabbat. According to one
opinion among the Sages, that man’s sin was carrying in the
public domain (where there was no Eruv).

Why is carrying prohibited on Shabbat? Indeed, what is the
idea underlying the 39 prohibited categories of Melachah /
“work”? Dayan Isidor Grunfeld z"l (1900-1975; London,
England) explains as follows based on the teachings of
R’ Samson Raphael Hirsch z”l (1808-1888; Germany):

The 39 categories of Melachah form a cross-section of all
the main types of human productive activity. Through these
activities, man is engaged in a constant struggle to gain mastery
over G-d’s creation, to bring nature and the environment under
man’s control. While doing so, man tends to forget that the very
powers he uses in his conquest of nature are derived from his
Creator, in Whose service his life should be conducted.

In a world increasingly forgetful of G-d, Yisrael was
entrusted with the task of preserving this all-important truth.
G-d willed, therefore, that the Jew, while subduing and
controlling his environment (as does every other human
being), must recognize, and show that he recognizes, that his
powers are derived from One higher than himself. He
expresses this recognition by dedicating one day in every week
to G-d, and by refraining on that day from every activity that
signifies human power over nature and one’s environment.

– Continued in box inside –

Shemittah
Midrash Mechilta considers--and ultimately rejects--the possibility that

Shabbat--the Sabbath Day--need not be observed during the Shemittah--the
Sabbath Year. Though the Midrash rejects this idea, the fact that it could even
be entertained hints at significant connections between Shabbat and
Shemittah. In this space, we are exploring those connections.

R’ Shmuel Bornsztain z”l (1855-1926; second Sochatchover Rebbe)
writes: The obligation to refrain from work on Shabbat is much wider in
scope than the obligation to refrain from work during the Shemittah. There
is a well-known Talmudic expression, “Two hundred contains one hundred,”
but it is not true the other way around. Thus, how could one think that the
lesser holiness of Shemittah, with its relatively few obligations, could
supplant the greater holiness of Shabbat, with its many Mitzvot?

The Sochatchover Rebbe explains: Shabbat is referred to as “a taste of
Olam Ha’ba.” If we did not first experience this lowly physical world and
work to purify ourselves from its negative aspects, we could never enjoy
Olam Ha’ba. Similarly, one’s ability to experience the loftiness of Shabbat
depends on the degree to which one sheds himself of the preoccupations and
worries of the workweek.

He continues: If one could imagine a situation in which there was no
Olam Ha’zeh / “this world,” there also could be no Olam Ha’ba / World-to-
Come. Likewise, if there was no workweek, there could be no Shabbat. That
is why the Torah mentions the six days of work in so many of the places
where it mentions Shabbat.

In light of this, the Sochatchover Rebbe concludes, we can understand
why one might have thought that Shabbat is set aside during the Shemittah
year. Since the six days of work during the Shemittah year are not complete
days of work--as certain agricultural labors are prohibited during the entire
Shemittah year--one might have thought that the full spiritual benefits of
Shabbat cannot be attained during this year. (Nevertheless, the Midrash
concludes, the laws of Shabbat do apply as usual.)

(Shem Mi’Shmuel: Vayikra p.342)
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“Then the nations that heard of Your fame will say, ‘Because

Hashem lacked the ability to bring this people to the Land that He had
sworn to give them, He slaughtered them in the Wilderness.’

“And Hashem said, ‘I have forgiven because of your words’.” 
(14:15-16, 20)

R’ Yosef Albo z”l (Spain; 1380-1444) writes: In general, there are three
reasons to hope for Hashem’s salvation: His kindness, His honor, and His
promise. [R’ Albo elaborates on each. Regarding trusting because of
Hashem’s honor, he writes:]

When someone regularly helps another person, he should continue to
help, even if the recipient is not deserving, lest it appear that he is unable
to help. That would bring dishonor to the one who did not help. Thus, we
read in Tehilim (79:9), “Assist us, G-d of our salvation, for the sake of Your
Name’s glory.” We mean: You have been our salvation in the past; save us
again for the sake of Your Name. We are not making this request because
You owe us anything, nor because we are deserving. It is only for Your
honor, so that the nations do not question Your ability to save us, as the
next verse says, “Why should the nations say, ‘Where is their G-d?’”

This, continues R’ Albo, was the nature of Moshe’s prayer here. And,
Hashem answered him, “I have forgiven because of your words”--i.e., so that
My Name will not be desecrated. By the same token, Hashem continues
(verse 21), “As I live--the glory of Hashem shall fill the entire world,” and
Bnei Yisrael will be punished for this sin.  (Sefer Ha’ikkarim IV 47)

2
“Calev silenced the people toward Moshe and said, ‘We shall surely

ascend and conquer it, for we can surely do it!’ But the men who had
ascended with him said, ‘We cannot ascend to that people for it is too
strong for us!’” (13:30-31)

How could Calev and Yehoshua, on the one hand, and their ten fellow
spies, on the other hand, see things so differently? R’ Shlomo Wolbe z”l
(1914-2005; a pre-eminent figure in the Mussar movement) explains:

We live in a world that seems relatively secure. Most people have steady
jobs, access to healthcare, a government that provides security and basic social
services, etc. Even when things do not go well, most people have some type of
safety net. Seemingly, then, all that most people need to worry about are
catastrophes such as a war, an earthquake, or another natural disaster.

However, R’ Wolbe writes, our Sages tell us that this view is mistaken. 
King Shlomo writes, for example (Kohelet 9:11), “Once more I saw under the
sun that the race is not won by the swift, nor the battle by the strong, nor does
bread come to the wise, riches to the intelligent, nor favor to the learned; but
time and death will happen to them all.” Everything that seems certain in our
life, all the things in which we place our trust--our Emunah/ faith tells us not
to rely on them.

This does not mean, continues R’ Wolbe, that the Torah expects us to
ignore our intellects. A person must try to understand the world around him
and use his intellect to make decisions. However, he should not rely on his own
decisions as the final word. His reliance should be on Hashem.

Two people can look at the same facts--one from a perspective of closeness
to Hashem, and the other from a perspective of distance from Hashem--and
they will see two very different things, R’ Wolbe adds. This is what happened
to the Spies, he explains. Calev and Yehoshua said (14:8), “If Hashem desires
us, He will bring us to this Land and give it to us, a Land that flows with milk
and honey.” The other spies saw the same land as a land that consumes its
inhabitants and is unconquerable. Why? Calev and Yehoshua looked at the
Land through a lens of closeness to Hashem, and that enabled them to place
their trust in Him. The other spies were great men, but they felt slightly less
Dveikut / attachment to Hashem than people on their level should have had.
As a result, they relied on their intellects, not on Hashem, and that led them
astray.  (Alei Shur II p.576)


“The land through which we have passed, to spy it out, is a land which

devours its inhabitants.”  (13:32)
R’ Meir Leibush Weiser z”l (1809-1879; Ukraine and Romania; known as

“Malbim”) writes: The spies told the truth; they just did not understand what
they had seen. The fact that Eretz Yisrael appeared to be devouring the Seven
Nations is a sign of the Land's holiness. Eretz Yisrael was created for Bnei
Yisrael, and only for Bnei Yisrael.  (Eretz Chemdah)

– Continued from front page – 
On Shabbat, explains R’ Hirsch, we renounce every exercise of

intelligent, purposeful control over natural objects and forces; we cease
from every act of human power, in order to proclaim G-d as the Source
of all power.

In light of this exposition, Dayan Grunfeld writes, one can easily see
how senseless is the oft-repeated argument that it is no exertion to
switch on an electric light or to write a word. Is using electricity any less
a conquest of nature and the environment because it happens to be
effortless?!

What of carrying, however, which requires no intelligent effort and
in which no productive process is involved? Dayan Grunfeld explains
that, while the other prohibited Melachot / activities relate to man’s
relationship with nature and his environment, carrying is the most basic
form of “work” by which man interacts with human society. By
refraining from carrying on Shabbat, we acknowledge Hashem as our
Master in the sphere of human society as well.  (The Sabbath , ch.2)



ISRAEL HEADING TO ELECTIONS, KNESSET TO DISBAND, LAPID TO 
BECOME PRIME MINISTER (JPost 6/20/22) 
Israel is heading to its fifth election in three and a half years, after Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett and Alternate Prime Minister Yair Lapid gave up 
Monday on their efforts to stabilize the coalition.  
In a joint statement, Bennett and Lapid said they would bring a bill to dissolve 
the Knesset to a vote next Monday. There is a consensus in the coalition and 
opposition on an October 25 date for the election. 
Sources close to Bennett said the duo’s goal was to initiate an election on 
their own terms and not be forced out by opposition leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 
According to the coalition agreement, Lapid will become caretaker prime 
minister until the election and until the new government takes power. He is 
set to greet US President Joe Biden when he comes to Israel next month. 
At a Knesset press conference, Bennett said his move to initiate an election 
was “not easy” but “the right decision.” He said he did everything possible to 
maintain the government for longer. 
“Believe me, we left no stone unturned,” Bennett said. 
He wished Lapid well, calling him a “mensch” and vowing to ensure a smooth 
transition of power. 
Lapid praised Bennett for “putting the country before his personal interest” 
and said their friendship had overcome obstacles. He called Bennett “a vital 
Israeli leader, innovative and brave,” and said he had no doubt his place was 
in the leadership of this country for many years to come. 
“A year ago, we started the process of rebuilding, and now we’re carrying it 
on and carrying it on together,” Lapid said. “What we need to do today is go 
back to the concept of Israeli unity – not to let dark forces tear us apart from 
within. We must remind ourselves that we love one another, love our country, 
and that only together will we prevail.” 
Bennett spoke on Friday to Attorney-General Gali Baharav-Miara, who told 
him the West Bank emergency bill could not be bypassed or extended 
beyond its June 30 deadline. 
Because they had no way to pass the bill, Bennett and Lapid decided it 
would be better to dissolve the Knesset, which automatically extends the 
security regulations in the West Bank until three months after the next 
government’s formation. 
At the press conference, Bennett said he had initiated the election to prevent 
chaos and harm to Israeli security. 
Justice Minister Gideon Sa'ar blamed the downfall of the government on 
“irresponsible behavior by Knesset members in the coalition,” referring to its 
multiple rebels. He said the goal of the next election would be to prevent 
Netanyahu from returning to power and “mortgaging the country to his own 
personal interest.” 
There is still a chance that Netanyahu will succeed in forming an alternate 
government within the current Knesset. This would happen if members of the 
coalition, from New Hope and Yamina, switch sides and join Netanyahu’s 
right-wing bloc. 
At a Knesset press conference, Netanyahu did not rule out that possibility. 
He said he tried to initiate such a move but it was blocked by coalition MKs 
who rule out a government with him but are willing to sit with Ra'am (United 
Arab List). The opposition leader said he would not permit Ra'am leader 
Mansour Abbas in a Likud-led coalition. 
Netanyahu took credit for the government’s downfall and called it the “worst 
government in the history of the State of Israel.” 
He vowed he would form the next government and that it would be “national- 

ist and wide.” 
The coalition has been wavering for weeks as Yamina MK Nir Orbach 
decided to leave over its inability to pass the Judea and Samaria emergency 
bill, which is composed of temporary injunctions applying Israeli law to Jews 
in the West Bank. 
Earlier on Monday, Orbach told Bennett he would not vote in favor of 
disbanding the Knesset this week, but he likely would next week. That helped 
persuade Bennett to dissolve the Knesset on his own. 
Sources in Likud said Orbach would not receive a reserved slot on the Likud 
list because of his hesitation, but Yamina MK Idit Silman will. 

BENNETT, LAPID AGREE ON DISSOLVING KNESSET; ISRAEL HEADS 
FOR FIFTH ELECTION IN THREE YEARS (Ha’aretz 6/20/22) 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and Foreign Minister Yair Lapid have agreed 
to hold a vote on dissolving the Knesset next week, paving the way for 
Israel's fifth election in three-and-a-half years. 
Bennett and Lapid said in a joint statement that they had "exhausted options 
to stabilize" their diverse coalition, a year after it was established. 
If the vote passes, Yesh Atid leader Yair Lapid will become the caretaker 
prime minister until the elections are held on October 25th. Lapid will remain 
foreign minister, while Bennett will hold the role of alternate prime minister, 
though sources close to the prime minister say that he is weighing retiring 
from politics altogether. 
In an emotional address, the prime minister said that it was "not an easy 
moment, but we took the right decision for the State of Israel." 
Bennett added he "turned every stone" to save the coalition. "We did 
everything," he noted, while panning the "unprecedented politicization" in the 
Knesset. 
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Bennett expressed gratitude for his partnership with Lapid, who will become 
the interim prime minister in accordance with their agreements. "I will do 
everything to ensure he succeeds," Bennett said. 
In his speech, Lapid stressed that "we cannot let forces of darkness destroy 
us from within," before reciprocating the thanks for his "friendship" with 
Bennett and praising him for "putting the country above his personal interest." 
Sources from the Prime Minister's Office said that Bennett held a discussion 
with Attorney General Gali Baharav-Miara on Friday, where he understood 
that there would be no way to pass the expiring emergency regulations 
extending Israeli civil law to the West Bank – after they failed to pass earlier 
this month. Once elections are called, the regulations are automatically 
extended. 
As prime minister, Lapid will host U.S. President Joe Biden, who is still 
expected to visit Israel next month as planned, according to the U.S. 
Embassy Spokesperson in Israel. 
In the corridors of Israel's parliament, the predominant feeling among 
members of the coalition was bewilderment. Many lawmakers were not 
informed in advance of the decision, made after a meeting between Bennett 
and Lapid, and were left to hear it from the media. 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz was the first to respond publicly, stating that 
he believes "the government has done a very good job" and that "it is a 
shame that the country must be dragged to elections." 
Justice Minister Gideon Sa'ar also responded to the announcement: "As I've 
warned – the irresponsibility of certain coalition lawmakers has brought about 
the inevitable. The goal in the coming election is clear: preventing 
Netanyahu's return to power and enslaving the state to his interests." 
“This government succeeded above and beyond,” said Health Minister Nitzan 
Horowitz, who heads Meretz. “This is a historic government that saved Israeli 
democracy. I’m proud of our part in it. We made an enormous effort to 
preserve it; its achievements will be remembered for many years. Meretz will 
continue to work on Israelis’ behalf and will fight for our values in the coming 
election.” 
Mansour Abbas of the United Arab List said in a conversation with News 
Channel 12 that him and his party "want partners in the next coalition" as well 
as influence. 
Referring to the fact that his party was the first Arab party in Israel's history to 
join a governing coalition, Abbas said "We've only just begun," he said, "and 
we also want partners and influence in the next coalition. Whoever wants to 
join this new approach of the United Arab List is welcome, and whoever 
wants to play a game of chairs – we're not with you. The Arab public wants 
influence." 
Meanwhile, the head of the opposition, Benjamin Netanyahu, released a 
jubilant video on social media hailing the "great news," and pledged to 
establish a "national government… that would bring back national pride." 
"It is clear to everyone that this government, the biggest failure in the history 
of Israel, is at the end of its road … a government dependent on supporters 
of terror, that neglected the personal security of citizens of Israel, and that 
raised the cost of living to new heights," the ex-PM said. 
Religious Zionism Chairman Bezalel Smotrich said, “The nation of Israel 
lives! No more division and no more incitement. Soon, with God’s help, 
Jewish unity, Zionism and true patriotism will lead Israel.” 
 
FROM HEART-THROB TO THE HOT SEAT: LAPID TO BECOME PRIME 
MINISTER (YNet 6/20/22) 
As a TV star, Yair Lapid's weekly commentary was entitled "Being Israeli" - a 
rhapsody about the middle-class, politically centrist ranks that he saw holding 
together a fractious country, with him as their tribune. 
As interim prime minister, the still-chiseled but now gray-haired Lapid, who 
will welcome U.S. President Joe Biden on his visit to Israel next month, may 
have to reach out more widely to maintain a stable government. 
A decade in public service at the head of the Yesh Atid ("There is a Future") 
party which he founded, the 58-year-old has built a solid resume of cabinet 
roles and statecraft. 

Now foreign minister, the center-left Lapid has also held the finance 
portfolio and sat in the security cabinet - Israel's decision-making forum on 
war or peace. 
Next week, he will take over from Naftali Bennett as prime minister when 
lawmakers vote to dissolve parliament and pave the way for the country's 
fifth election in three years. 
In contrast to Bennett's impatience with talk of renewing talks on Palestinian 
statehood, Lapid has described such diplomacy as necessary for Israel's 
well-being - but argued that both sides are too domestically hamstrung to 
pursue them. 
On Israel's arch-foe Iran, the two have been in lockstep and Lapid is not 
expected to change course. 
Despite not graduating from high school, Lapid became a successful writer 
and made no secret of self-teaching with each new government role. 
During an earlier stint in Hollywood working for Israeli-U.S. mogul Arnon 
Milchan, Lapid gained a regard for American power projection and 
expectations of a Middle East ally. 
In 2005, he wrote a popular TV series, "War Room", whose dialogue and 
camerawork drew directly from "The West Wing" but whose premise was an 
Israeli fantasy: a secret unit of elite spies and military officers who handled 
national crises as professionals, rather than politicians. 
After an unhappy alliance with Benjamin Netanyahu, he teamed up with 
Bennett to topple the veteran premier a year ago at the head of an 
unprecedentedly diverse coalition of nationalist, liberal and Arab parties. 
That entailed spurning ultra-Orthodox Jewish factions who found themselves 
in the opposition and whose leaders have long scorned Lapid as "Yaheer" - 
Hebrew for "arrogant" and a pun on his first name. 
His late father, Yosef "Tommy" Lapid, was a Holocaust survivor turned 
secular politician who delighted in antagonizing rabbis. But while invoking the 
elder Lapid's memory of the Nazi genocide when advocating for a tough 
stand against Israel's enemies, Yair has been slower to seek intra-Jewish 
quarrels. 
"What has happened in the past few days, what has happened here tonight, 
is further proof that the Israeli system is in need of serious change and major 
repairs," he said, standing alongside Bennett at a handover ceremony on 
Monday. 
"What we need to do today is go back to the concept of Israeli unity. Not to 
let dark forces tear us apart from within." 
 
BENNETT TO RETIRE FROM POLITICAL LIFE (Arutz-7 6/22/22) 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett intends to retire from political life and not run in 
the upcoming elections, Channel 12 political commentator Amit Segal 
reported. 
The report comes two days after Bennett and Alternate Prime Minister Yair 
Lapid announced the dissolution of the government. 
Bennett decided to dissolve the Knesset after a conversation with the 
Attorney General last Friday about the chaos that will be created if the Judea 
and Samaria regulations are not passed. "I am not willing to accept blackmail 
and threats. If I harm the state because of the non-approval of the Judea and 
Samaria regulations, I will go," Bennett said. 
With the dissolution of the government, Naftali Bennett will become the 
shortest-serving prime minister in Israel's history, a record which would be 
broken by Lapid if he does not remain prime minister following the elections. 
Bennett's political career appeared to have reached its end once before, 
following the elections of April 2019 when his New Right party failed to 
secure enough votes to pass the electoral threshold. However, then-Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was unable to form a coalition, forcing another 
election in which Bennett's party was able to claw its way back into the 
Knesset. 
Following several more undecisive elections, Bennett secured a deal with 
Yesh Atid chairman Yair Lapid following the election of March 2021 by which 
they would both serve as prime minister under a rotational agreement, with 
Bennett serving as prime minister first. 
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The coalition which was formed included right-wing parties such as Yamina 
and New Hope, left-wing parties such as Meretz, and even an Arab party, 
Ra'am, for the first time in Israel's history. 
 
BENNETT WARNS GAZA TERRORIST GROUPS NOT TO EXPLOIT 
POLITICAL SHIFT (Israel Hayom 6/22/22) 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett visited the IDF Gaza Division on Wednesday, 
where he assessed the security situation with the GOC Southern Command 
and other senior officials. 
"We are completing the quietest year for the residents of Sderot, Ashkelon, 
and the Gaza Strip for 15 years," Bennett said. 
"The new normal in the south is peace, security, and a normal life," he 
added, hailing housing construction in the region as "the greatest of 
victories." 
"After a year, I am handing back a quiet, flourishing South. Hamas is 
deterred, and there is a record number of new families in Sderot and the 
area. We've changed the reality completely – from fires and terrorism to 
growth and calm," Bennett tweeted. 
Bennett also warned Palestinian terror organizations in the Gaza Strip not to 
try and take advantage of Israel's current lack of political stability. 
"We are in a period of political instability, but security stability must be 
maintained. I do not suggest that anyone on the other side tries to challenge 
it," he said. 
 
FIVE TAKEAWAYS FROM PM BENNETT’S 'EXIT INTERVIEW' WITH THE 
NY TIMES (Ha’aretz 6/22/22) 
Shortly after Prime Minister Naftali Bennett made a surprise announcement 
that he'd dissolve the government, he spoke to the New York Times’ Bret 
Stephens, looking back on the accomplishments of his short-lived coalition of 
settlers, leftists, Islamists and centrists. 
Here are five takeaways from what could be Bennett’s last interview with the 
foreign press as he prepares to leave office. 
Bennett sees himself as having bucked the trend of polarization 
“In a world where domestic polarization is becoming almost the single biggest 
challenge, the experiment succeeded,” he told Stephens, taking credit for the 
economic recovery following the pandemic as well as blossoming defense 
and commercial ties with regional partners. 
“In the past year we restored decency, honesty and even meeting 
commitments,” he added, in an implicit criticism of former Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s record-breaking tenure as Israel’s leader. 
The diverse members of his coalition, he asserted, had “set aside ideological 
disagreements” to work on “better education, better jobs, better 
infrastructure,” even as the Netanyahu-led opposition “found the weakest 
links and applied tremendous pressure.” 
Israel is increasingly engaged in cooperation with its Arab neighbors 
Bennett declined to discuss possible under-the-table defense ties with Saudi 
Arabia, telling the Times that he “cannot elaborate” on questions regarding 
the kingdom’s possible role in a U.S.-backed Middle East Air Defense 
Alliance that Defense Minister Benny Gantz has claimed “has already 
enabled the successful interception of Iranian attempts to attack Israel and 
other countries.” 
“I don’t want to hurt stuff,” he said. 
Unveiling what he dubbed the "Middle East Air Defense Alliance" in a briefing 
to lawmakers, Gantz said earlier this week that “over the past year I have 
been leading an extensive program, together with my partners at the 
Pentagon and in the U.S. administration, that will strengthen the cooperation 
between Israel and countries in the region.” 
A Western diplomat in the region told Reuters last week that Washington was 
still working to convince Gulf Cooperation Council states as a bloc to agree 
to joining a U.S.-Israeli integrated air defense system. The GCC consists of 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait and Oman. 
Israel is operating on Iranian territory 

What Bennett did say was that if the Iranians “hit us through proxies or 
directly, they will pay a price in Iran.” His comments, which referenced an 
“Octopus doctrine” focused on hitting decision-makers rather than 
operational actors, came as Israel has reportedly increased its attacks on 
Iranian nuclear sites and scientists. 
Last month, a senior member of Iran's Revolutionary Guards' Quds Force 
was assassinated on in front of his home in Tehran, and other reported 
assassinations of military figures and scientists involved in weapons 
programs followed. Khodaei was likely behind a series of plots against Israeli 
businesspeople and diplomats in various countries this year. 
“It turns out these guys are more vulnerable than they seem,” Bennett told 
the Times, adding that “the Iranian regime is rotten, corrupt – and 
incompetent.” 
Israel helped end the siege of Azovstal 
Bennett, who has positioned himself as a mediator in the Russia-Ukraine 
war, claimed “that he was responsible for mediating the creation of a 
humanitarian corridor out of the besieged steel works in Mariupol,” Stephens 
wrote, referring to the last Ukrainian stronghold in the coastal city which has 
since fallen to Russian forces. 
Asked to weigh in on the conflict in Ukraine, Bennett declined to state that he 
wishes to see a Ukrainian victory over Russian forces, instead saying that he 
wants “to end the war A.S.A.P.” and that “if one wants to continue to be 
effective you need to keep the communication channel open.” 
Since the outbreak of the war, Israel has been seen to walk a tightrope with 
its efforts to comply with U.S. demands to speak out against Russia’s actions 
while aiming not to alienate Moscow – which allows the Israel Defense 
Forces to carry out strikes against Iranian targets in Syria. And as the 
Ukraine war progressed, Israel said it needed to remain neutral in light of 
Bennett’s mediation efforts between the two sides. 
The Palestinian issue isn’t on the agenda 
Bennett told the Times that while steps to bolster the Palestinian economy 
were being taken “in terms of a political treaty or something to that end, no 
one is talking or thinking about that right now.” 
He also pushed back on recent reporting indicating that Palestinian journalist 
Shireen Abu Akleh was likely shot by an Israeli soldier during an operation in 
the West Bank city of Jenin, even as he appeared to leave room for the 
possibility that the fatal bullet had come from an Israeli weapon. 
“I do not know who shot that shot. What I do know is that Israeli soldiers did 
not shoot intentionally,” he told the Times. 
 
NOW IS TIME TO MOBILIZE THE CENTER-RIGHT (Limor Livnat, YNet 
6/22/22) 
After Naftali Bennett announced the Knesset will be dissolved, like an officer 
and a gentleman, the prime minister said he will hand over the reins of power 
to his coalition partner Yair Lapid, thereby honoring their power-sharing deal.  
The seemingly smooth transition comes amid claims that the two were 
sparring over who would get to be interim prime minister in case the coalition 
collapsed. 
Bennett and Lapid have demonstrated camaraderie that is rarely seen in 
Israeli politics. In fact, it's the sight of blood-thirsty politicians at each other's 
throats that pops up to mind first, as some of them desperately latch onto 
power at any cost. 
We warned about this throughout Benjamin Netanyahu's term as he clung to 
his chair in multiple caretaker governments, the four elections he forced on 
us because he couldn't muster a majority in the Knesset, and when he 
reneged on his agreement with Defense Minister Benny Gantz to step down 
from office as part of a similar power-sharing deal. 
Bennett and Lapid were right to throw the towel on this government's term. 
Any government that doesn't have majority support in parliament must realize 
that it can't play with the rules of democracy and must go to the voter for that. 
This government was formed in the name of democracy. It was formed to foil 
the years-long attempts to undo our democracy by those who threaten to 
steamroll the judicial system if they ever get another shot at power. 
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It is clear that there is a good chance we'll see a Netanyahu-led government 
whose longevity rests on the backing of two senior, highly senior, ministers 
— Itamar Ben Gvir, a protégé of racist Meir Kahane, and Bezalel Smotrich, 
who himself is a champion of racism. 
I quit the Likud party in February of last year after Netanyahu joined forces 
with Ben Gvir, who is now growing in popularity by the day. I definitely do not 
want to see such a government. 
Still, elections were the only solution to this political impasse since the 
danger posed to democracy is too great. 
Now is the time to mobilize the center-right as we have learned from our 
predecessors. Many of us still hold on to these values and do not wish to see 
the upending of the rule of law, the judiciary and law enforcement like the 
threats by Netanyahu's party cronnies which he refuses to condemn. 
Netanyahu is at war for his life as he is anchored by the corruption charges 
that are now unfolding in court. 
He isn't only fighting for his own innocence — which is for the court, and not 
the commentariat, to decide — but also to delegitimize the entire legal 
system. 
He knows how to do just that, and during election campaigns, he is at his 
prime, and that is why we must roll up our sleeves and wage a counter-
offensive to preserve democracy. 
 
BENNETT'S TERM WILL BE REMEMBERED IN A POSITIVE LIGHT (Ariel 
Kahana, Israel Hayom 6/21/22) 
On Sunday evening, I and the other political reporters received a surprising 
invitation to a press conference by Prime Minister Naftali Bennett. 
The conversation took place Monday afternoon. Bennett reviewed the year in 
which he served as prime minister. He didn't hint that he was planning to step 
down, but when I think back to our two-hour conversation, it's clear that it 
was designed to sum up his term in office. Looking back, there were plenty of 
hints that he was at the end of his road. 
On Monday night, Bennett claimed that the decision to dissolve the 
government had been made that afternoon, when he realized there was no 
way he could save it. Even if he was telling the truth, it was clear that the 
idea of closing up shop had already occurred to him. 
The person who had been the political hope of the ideological Right is now a 
member of a club of prime ministers who held on barely a year – the others 
being Moshe Sharett and Ehud Barak. But unlike the latter, Bennett isn't 
leaving behind scorched earth – the opposite. He was terrible at handling 
politics. But he was pretty successful when it came to handling the country. 
He dropped the ball with the Omicron wave and made a serious mistake 
when he made his Raanana home the official Prime Minister's Residence. 
But he stood up for his principles in dealing with the Americans, jumped into 
the deep hole of lack of governability, trained Hamas to stay relatively quiet, 
dug in his heels in the international arena, and showed creativity in dealing 
with Iran and other issues. But he did all this with six, then five, then four, and 
finally two mandates. In the years to come, I daresay, his term in office – 
which some say he stole – will be remembered in a positive light. 
Even if he doesn't leave politics, Bennett is now stepping aside. He is making 
room for a head-on battle between Prime Minister-designate Yair Lapid and 
Opposition leader Benjamin Netanyahu, who will take a torn Israel into a fifth 
election in three years. They are both determined, they are both ready, they 
both have impressive rhetorical capabilities, and they are both masters of 
stirring up their voter bases. And that's exactly what's so frightening. 
Netanyahu and Lapid's foremost responsibility is to get Israel through the 
election without it breaking apart. They have to keep the extremists quiet, 
take a stance against verbal violence without any excuses, and above all, 
refrain from taking steps that could tear this people into pieces – such as 
stopping Netanyahu's trial through anything other than legal means. 
Both Lapid and Netanyahu are smart enough to acknowledge the other's 
arguments. They have an absolute responsibility to pull as hard as they want, 
as long as the rope doesn't shred. 
 

AHEAD OF NEW ELECTIONS, ISRAELI POLITICIANS MUST TONE 
DOWN RHETORIC – (Editorial, JPost 6/21/22) 
For the fifth time in 3½ years – and barring the unlikely eventuality of 61 
Knesset members voting for Benjamin Netanyahu to replace Naftali Bennett 
in a constructive vote of no-confidence that would make him prime minister 
again – the country is barreling toward new elections.  
The upcoming elections would be the nation’s 25th Knesset election in its 74 
years. That’s quite a lot. But what’s even more telling, 11 of those elections 
have taken place in the last 26 years going back to 1996. By comparison, 
“only” 13 elections were held in the 48 years before that.  
In other words, while Israel has never been an island of political stability, the 
last 26 years, and especially the last three and a half, have been especially 
wobbly. 
According to the Israel Democracy Institute, if elections are indeed held in 
the fall, Israelis will have gone to the polling booths since 1996 on an 
average of every 2.4 years, placing last in election frequency among 21 
parliamentary democracies surveyed. And this includes countries known for 
chronic political instability such as Italy, Greece, Spain and Japan.  
Put aside for a minute the obvious: that good governance, with a degree of 
policy consistency, is difficult under such circumstances. There is another 
even more negative consequence of such constant government changes and 
elections: they sow deep divisions. 
Election campaigns, and this is an understatement, do not bring out the best 
in people. Candidates run less on what they have to offer and more on why 
the other side would spell disaster. Election campaigns all over the world 
accentuate divisions and pit one sector of the population against the other. 
Election campaigns trade in disunity.  
In some countries, such as the US where presidential elections are spaced 
four years apart, there is ample time – or at least there had been in the pre-
Trump days – for the nation to heal from one divisive presidential campaign, 
before moving on to the next.  
Not here. In Israel, the country is just starting to bounce back from the 
divisions highlighted by the last elections, and it is now time for yet another.  
If recent history is any indicator, in the upcoming campaign the Left will be 
portrayed as lily-livered defeatists, and the Right as wannabe fascists. 
Haredim will be portrayed as parasites, religious Zionists as wild-eyed 
messianists, and Arabs as supporters of terrorism. That’s all hyperbole, but 
hyperbole is the currency of election campaigns. Don’t suffice with saying 
how good you are, but rather pound on how bad and scary and dangerous 
the other guy is.  
However, if you hear over and over again how bad and scary and dangerous 
the other guy is, such as during an election campaign for the fifth time in 3½ 
years, you may tend to believe it. That is not good or healthy for the country. 
Emphasize the divisions often enough, shine a light on them continuously, 
and they will just grow and grow.  
This is why as the parties embark on yet another campaign, we entreat them 
to dial down the rhetoric and to keep in mind that the day after the votes are 
counted there is a nation here – a very diverse nation that needs to live and 
work together. Don’t pit one sector against the other during a campaign. 
Don’t demonize and delegitimize, and then expect that everyone can forgive 
and forget and put all that behind them after the voting ends.  
One of the exceptional things about the Bennett-Lapid government that is 
now on its way out is that it tried to fight back against this trend. It tried to 
show that ideological rivals – the Left, the Right, religious, secular, Arabs – 
need not be enemies, but can actually work together for the common good. 
This government broke the mold in coalition building and created a new one. 
It didn’t last long, only a year, but it did create a new paradigm. It showed 
that other ways of running the country are possible, including doing so with 
people who ideologically agree on little and whose world views are far apart. 
We hope that not only does this spirit not fade with the collapse of this 
government, but that the idea that one’s political rival is not one’s enemy 
somehow seeps into the upcoming campaign. 



  

This week's Parsha of Shelach speaks of the ill-fated mission of the twelve spies sent by Moshe to 

survey the Land of Israel. Twelve of the most qualified individuals were chosen for this critical task. 

Among their many objectives was to determine the fertility of the land: "Are there trees in it or not?” 

(chapter 13, verse 20) This is most difficult to understand, for surely the Land of Israel possessed trees.  

The great commentator Rashi notes that trees are not referenced here as physical entities, but rather 

as a metaphor for individuals possessing righteousness and piety. As a tree that provides both shade 

and protection for all who gather beneath her, so too a righteous person reaches forth to envelop and 

protect from both harm and calamity all the inhabitants of the land.    

The inhabitants of Canaan, with all their cruelty and wickedness, would have been spared had there 

been but one righteous individual in their midst. The entire Jewish nation poised to enter the holy land 

with the mandate from Above would nevertheless have been thwarted and stymied had there been 

but one solitary person of substance in Canaan. So is the power and potential greatness inherent in 

every individual. We possess influence and the capacity to literally pierce the Heavens and shake the 

earthly foundation. One person can affect the course of history by their actions and behavior.  

As foreign and remote as this sounds and appears, it is only Torah that has the authority and wisdom 

to share and instruct us regarding the dynamics of man’s potential and his relationship to the world 

at large. The most powerful force in the universe is not the atom. It is the energy latent within each 

and every one of us. Each of us is a veritable, awesome tree of life for ourselves and all in our midst.  

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org 

Shelach 5782 

 

It is an honor to present this week's Torah Minute from our archives. The following 

was penned by our founder, Rabbi Kalman Winter ZT"L. 
From our archives 

 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

Moshe called Hoshea son of Nun “Yehoshua”. (13, 

16) 

Moshe was praying for him, “Hashem should save you 

from the sin of the spies.” (Rashi) 

Everything is in the Hand of Heaven, besides Fear of 

Heaven. (Brachos 33b) 

How could Moshe pray that Yehoshua be saved from 

sin? That is not a matter that is in the control of 

Heaven? (Maharsha Brachos 10a) 

 

It shall constitute tzitzis for you… I am Hashem your 

G-d Who has removed you from the Land of Egypt... 

(15:39–41) 

What connection is there between tzitzis and B’nei 

Yisrael’s exodus from Egypt? 

  

 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. I was the server. 

2. Tentbound. 

3. The last of the mother became my 

first. 

4. My delay caused my death. 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I am wrapped. 

2. I wrap you. 

3. I’m a reminder. 

4. I protect from sin. 

 

 

 
#1 Korban Pesach (I am twice a year, I was first in 

Mitzrayim, I am not for the non-circumcised, I am for 

the designated.) 

#2 Menorah (I was from one, I was G-d made, I was 

flowery, I was a bright idea.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 
Last week’s riddle:  

Where is the source that fish do not require Shechita? 

Answer: Can sheep and cattle be slaughtered for them and suffice for 

them? or if all the fish of the sea be gathered…? (11, 22) Moshe only 

said ‘gather’ and not slaughter. This teaches us that fish merely need 

to be gathered form the sea, and do not need to be slaughtered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In parashas Shelach (14:26-27), Hashem tells Moshe and Aharon: “How long for 

this evil assembly (eidah) that provokes complaints against Me!?” Rashi comments: 

“Eidah — This refers to the spies; from here we learn that an eidah is a gathering of 

ten.” This is a based on a Talmudic derivation from this verse (via an intricate 

hermeneutic analysis) of the principle that “any expression of sanctity may not be 

recited in a quorum of fewer than ten men.” (Megillah 23b) 

The fact that the ultimate source for the requirement of ten for a minyan is from 

the Torah’s characterization of the spies as an eidah suggests that even arrant sinners 

can count toward a minyan. R. Moshe Feinstein indeed infers from here that even 

Sabbath desecrators can count toward a minyan, at least in difficult circumstances 

(“be-sha’as ha-dechak”), since if even the spies, who were heretics, a category worse 

than Sabbath desecrators, could be counted, then certainly can mere Sabbath 

desecrators be counted (Igros Moshe OC 1:23 and 2:19). 

R. Ben Zion Abba Shaul, however, disagrees and rules that one who desecrates the 

Sabbath in public cannot count toward a minyan. He counters R. Moshe’s proof from 

the spies by noting that the Talmud does not explicitly classify the spies as heretics 

(Or le-Tzion 2:20:5). 

Furthermore, R. Bachya b. Asher cites an opinion that considers our text of the 

Talmud untenable, “since a proof cannot be brought from the ten of the spies to an 

expression of sanctity,” and therefore emends the text so that the source is actually 

from Yosef’s ten brothers who traveled to Egypt to obtain provisions. According to 

this revision of the text, there is certainly no proof that Sabbath desecrators can 

count toward a minyan. (Cf. Shut. Lev Avraham 18 for further rebuttals of R. Moshe’s 

proof.) 

The question of whether Sabbath desecrators in the modern era can count toward 

a minyan is the subject of considerable dispute among authorities of the past two 

centuries. Since the severity of the prohibition is often not understood, those who 

do not observe the commandments may not be considered the abject sinners that 

they would have been considered in earlier eras since their lack of observance may 

not be entirely their fault insofar as they were not raised in an observant lifestyle 

(see, e.g., Yabia Omer 9:OC:108:34). 
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