
Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shavuos Shorts 
June 3 - 6, 2022 - 5 - 7 Sivan 5782 - Parshas Bamidbar/Shavuos 

Friday: Light Candles by 8:11 - Monday: Havdalah 9:20 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

COVID-19 Updates
• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved

COVID-19 vaccine (16 years of age or older), 
but who chooses to not be vaccinated may 
attend YISE Minyanim and events with the 
following guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals 
must remain masked at all times while in the 
Shul building, including at Kiddushes and/or 
other events containing food. Masks may not be 
removed to eat or drink. Exceptions will be 
made for private functions being held at the 
Shul, but that are not Shul sponsored events. 

• Anyone with any of the following symptoms
should not come to shul: fever of 100.4
degrees or higher, chills, muscle aches, sore
throat, severe cough, headache, nausea or
vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion or runny
nose, or new loss of sense of taste or smell. If
you have tested positive for COVID, you
should follow the CDC guidelines.

• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults
and for children under 16.

• There are no social distancing requirements in
the YISE building.

• The Shul office is still open, but hours may
vary.

Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good 
health and to return our lives to normal as soon as 
possible. In protecting each other as we navigate 
this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as 
individuals and as a community. 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by Tzivia Bramson & Family in memory of Rabbi Samuel 
Bramson, HaRav Shmuel Ben Noach Helman Halevi, on his third Yahrzeit on the 9th of Sivan, and by  

Esther & David Hornestay in commemoration of the 14th Yahrzeit of Esther’s mother, Regina Berman, 
Rivka Bas Dovid and Minna, on the 7th of Sivan, the 2nd day of Shavuos. 

YISE Youth Announcements
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, June 4, and on 
the 2nd day of Shavuos, Monday, June 6, from 
10:00 AM until Shul ends. There will not be 
any Groups on the 1st day of Shavuos. Age 18-
36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler room 
off the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) 
in the room behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years 
will meet at Shomrai and walk over to the 
Yeshiva. For more information, contact 
Debbie Katz at at dkatz@yise.org  
Pre-Shavuos Ice Cream Sundaes and Seudah 
Shlishit with Mrs. Aliza Postelnek on Shabbos, 
June 4, 5:45 PM, at the home of Sivan Jacobson, 
712 Horton Drive. For girls in grades 6 - 8. Join 
friends for Torah discussions, singing, socializing 
and delicious food. See flyer for details. 
Youth Shavuos Night Learning with Rabbi 
Rosenbaum for boys in grades 4 - 6, Shavuos 
night, 12 midnight - 1:00 AM in the Social Hall. 
See flyer for details. 
High School boys learning with Rabbi Holzer at 
4:00 AM on the 1st night of Shavuos at The House, 
followed by Shacharis. There will not be a 9:15 
Teen Minyan on the 1st day, only the early Minyan. 
Shavuos Family Hop - Second day of Shavuos, 
Monday, June 6, 3:30 PM - 5:00 PM. See flyer for 
details. 

Mazal Tov 
• Simi & Sammy Franco on the birth of a granddaughter, Emma Beth (Aviva Devorah)

to their children, Elisheva & Mikey Franco. Mazal Tov to the great-grandmothers, 
Dottie Franco and Janet Rottenberg, big sister Susie and all of the aunts, uncles and 
cousins. 

• Sheila Gaisin on the recent Bas Mitzvah of her granddaughter, Aliza, daughter of
Deborah & Daniel Gaisin of Bergenfield, NJ. The celebration took place on Lag
BaOmer. Mazal Tov to Uncle Jeremy, Tanta Shera & Uncle Reuven and all of the
cousins and other aunts and uncles.

• Marla & Marty Teichman on the birth of a great-granddaughter. Mazal Tov to the 
parents Hinda & Yitzchak Isaac Kinzer and to the grandparents Debra & Reuven Meth. 

Shabbos Schedule
Minyan locations are listed as B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall. 
LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House 

Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 8:11, and not before 6:57
• Mincha: 6:40 (Plag, S), 7:15 (B), 8:15 (B), 7:15 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen Minyan, H)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (S), 8:10 (B), 8:05 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:18
Divrei Torah/Shiurim: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• 9:15 Minyan Rabbi Postelnek 
• Shabbos Morning Gemara Shiur for men  Rabbi Rosenbaum
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura Rabbi Postelnek 
• Pirkei Avos Shiur after Mincha Rabbi Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Sponsors: 
• Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored in celebration of Janet & Joe Gamson’s

Ruby Wedding Anniversary, 40 wonderful years together; and by Holly & Alan
Zimmerman in celebration of Alan’s 70th birthday.

• 8:45/9:15/Sephardi Kiddush is sponsored by Dana & Josh Dachman.

Condolences 
• Nancy Finkelstein on the passing of her husband, David Finkelstein. The funeral took

place on Wednesday.

Shavuos - First Day - Sunday, June 5
The flowers for Shavuos are donated in memory of David Kramer, Dovid Tovia Ben 

Harav Yechiel Michoel Halevi, Z”L, on the occasion of his 20th Yahrzeit by 
Karen & Howie Schulman and Family. 

See flyer for Shavuos Night Shiurim 
The Pastry Oven cakes have been donated by Eva & Nissy Moskowitz in loving memory 

of our families who perished in the Holocaust. 
• Netz 5:43 AM
• Shacharis: 5:05 (S), 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:30 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Mincha: 8:10 (B), 8:05 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Maariv: 8:45
• Light Candles after 9:19 No preparations shall be done before this time.

Shavuos - Second Day - Monday, June 6 
• Shacharis: 6:45 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen Minyan, H)

• Yizkor at 8:45 Minyan - not before 10:30
• Mincha: 8:10 (B), 8:05 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Maariv/Havdalah: 9:20

Divrei Torah: 
• 8:45 Main Minyan Rabbi Rosenbaum 
• 9:15 Rabbi Postelnek
• Shiur after Mincha Rabbi Rosenbaum



Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for this Past Week: 
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur. 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur 
• Menachem, Chaim and Yosef Frenkel L’aliyas HaNeshama Moshe Shalom ben Yosef Nasan Z”L, Morris Edeson. 
8:45 Minyan Drasha on the 2nd Day of Shavuos 
• Debbie & Jacob Frenkel L’zecher Nishmas Morris Edeson, Moshe Shalom ben Yosef Nasan, Z”L, on his Shloshim. 

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can 
all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health 
arrives speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of 
different remote learning options. These options are now available for 
sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to 
commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a 
great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while helping 
YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are 
not available. 
 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at 
$18 (per day):  

• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for 

Women 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and 
Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25. 
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for 
sponsorship at $54 each. 
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each. 
 
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

YISE Programs and Listings
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos 
Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha 
and Holidays by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins 
at 8:55 AM Shabbos mornings in the Social Hall. This Shiur will be 
given by Rabbi Postelnek. 
Shabbos Morning Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Rosenbaum will give the 
new Shabbos Morning Gemara Shiur after the Hashkamah Minyan 
Kiddush, learning Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash. 
Shavuos Night - We are excited to hold our Shavuos Night Learning 
Schedule for the first time in three years! See flyer for details. 
Shavuos Women’s Dessert - Sunday, June 5, 4:00 PM, in the backyard 
of The House. See flyer for details. 
Graduation Kiddush - Help sponsor Kiddush on Shabbos, June 18, in 
honor of that special graduate in your life! To honor your graduate, 
send your donation of $18 to YISE by June 15. Please include the name 
of the sponsor(s) and the graduate's name, school and grade. A list of 
honored graduates will appear on the tables at the Kiddush. send your 
information to simi@yise.org or call 301-593-4465 x103 by June 15. 
Celebrate Service to Our Country - Why do Jews decide to serve? 
Video available at https://wp.yise.org/memorial-day-2022 
Kiddush Volunteers Needed! As we return to a regular schedule of 
Kiddushes, volunteers are needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up 
and clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us 
know when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181. 
Seeing the Hand of Hashem…In History - Presented by the YISE 
Meaningful Tefilah Project. Next lecture, “Seeing the Hand of Hashem in 
History,” with Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz on Sunday, June 12, 10:30 AM on 
Zoom A. Recordings at wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem See flyer for details. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed 
Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical 
crises. We are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of 
this program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, 
etc., contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or 
Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at 
http://audio.yise.org 

 

 

Weekday Shiurim
Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list and 

times, go to: https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed by 

a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday through Friday, 9:30 
AM, Zoom A, will not take place on Monday, June 6. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed by 
a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:00 PM, 
Zoom A, will not meet on Sunday, June 5, and Monday, June 6. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual 
self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A, will resume on 
Sunday, June 12. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, now 
learning Mishlei, Zoom A. 

• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning Sefer 
Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A. 

• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - Sunday 
mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM Shiurim, will resume 
after Shavuos. 
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel 
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced Jew - Rabbi 

Hillel Shaps 
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging Parsha 

Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter 
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays 

at 10:00 AM, Zoom C. 
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 

8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps, 
hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361. 
• For Men: 

• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page Gemara 
- in person in the Social Hall, will resume after Shavuos. 

• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading 
Responsa - Zoom D. 

• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei Hatorah 
Gemara Skills Building - Zoom H. 

• For Women - Zoom I 
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - will resume after 

Shavuos. 
• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM. Join 

the fastest growing Halacha learning program in the world! Now 
back in person at YISE. Register at gwckollel.org/scp  

• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin, 
Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco Beit 
Midrash. 

• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s 
Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 9:00 AM, studying 
Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B, will resume after Shavuos. 

• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 
1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the Torah from a Deeper 
Perspective”, Zoom E. 

• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, 
learning Maseches Bava Kama 9th Perek Merubah. Wednesday 
evenings, 7:30 PM on Zoom G.Note new time. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting 
ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom D: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom E: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
Zoom F: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 
Zoom H: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn 
Zoom I: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter 



Community Programs & Listings 
Condolences to Larry Dyckman on the passing of his wife, Sharon Dyckman. The funeral took place on Monday. 
A Time for Unity! - Special speaker series at Chabad of Silver Spring, 519 Lamberton Drive, Shabbos afternoons at 6:30 PM. This week’s 
speaker will be Rabbi Berel Wolvovsky, Chabad of Silver Spring. 
Zichron Menachem Annual Hair-Raising Event - Get a free haircut and do a Mitzvah at the same time. Tuesday, June 7, after Shavuos, Progressions 
Salon and Spa, 12211 Nebel Street, Rockville, 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM. Be a hero and donate 12 inches or more of your beautiful hair. To make an 
appointment, email “hair” to zichron@mjbha.org For more information, go to www.zichron.org 
Come and meet Shmita observant farmers, Doron and Ilana Toweg, and support Nishei Keren Hashviis at an event this Thursday night, June 9 
from 6:45 PM - 9:00 PM at the Lone Oak Brewery in Olney, MD. For registration and details, visit http://www.nsheikerenhashviis.com/ss-reg 
Virtual Job Fair - On Tuesday, June 14, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM, there will be a virtual job fair for job seekers who are 50+ years of age. It 
will include workshops on job search and presentations by area employers. The job fair is sponsored by the Jewish Council on Aging and 
Montgomery County. For more information and to register, please visit https://virtualexpos.accessjca.org  
Kemp Mill Toastmasters Open House - Wednesday, June 15, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. Come join our open house in the YISE Small Social Hall. 
Visit Kemp Mill Toastmasters in person for the first time in over 2 years! See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a 
more confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at secretary@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more information. 
Beyond Waters of Eden: The Centrality of Water in Jewish Art and Texts with Nomi Schneck, PhD candidate, Department of Art & Archaeology, 
Princeton University, and Liz Diament, museum educator. For women and girls age 12 and up, Tuesday, June 28 on Zoom. This is the second event from 
the Robin Niman Mikvah Education Fund of the Mikvah Emunah Society with support from the OU Women’s Initiative Challenge Grant 2022 for 
Innovative Women’s Programming - Women's Unity Series, Engaging and Connecting Women in our Community at All Ages and Stages of Life. 
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu 
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Michtav M’Eliyahu: Thought and Perspective of Rav Eliyahu Dessler - Join Rabbi Yosef Musicante as he begins to explore Rav Dessler’s 
perspectives on Kabbalas Hatorah - Receiving the Torah! Mondays - 8:30 PM at SEHC, 10900 Lockwood Drive and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 279 
256 7843 Password: Learn 
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week. 
Parsha Explorations with Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Presented by the Greater Washington Community Kollel and Kemp Mill Synagogue, 
Sunday evenings, 7:30 PM at KMS and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 655 813 1022, Passcode: 365636. For men and women. 
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on 
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennnetwork.org  
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is 
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments, 
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for 
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info. 
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching 
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone 
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names 
(anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org: Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary 
date, name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts based on the date of the event. 

 

The Week Ahead Sunday, June 5 
Shavuos 

Monday, June 6
Shavuos 

Tuesday 
June 7 

Wednesday 
June 8 

Thursday 
June 9 

Friday 
June 10 

 

Shacharis 
Ashkenazi (S, B, B)  

See Shavuos Schedule 
 

6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 6:15, 6:45, 8:45 6:15, 6:55, 8:45 

Sephardi (LBM) 7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 

Mincha / 
Maariv 

Ashkenazi (B) 8:20 8:20 8:20  See Shabbos 
schedule Sephardi (LBM) 8:10 8:10 8:10 

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 4:01 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 4:39 AM, Latest Netz: 5:44 AM, 
Latest Krias Shema: 9:24 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:46 PM, Earliest Shkia: 8:30 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 9:23 PM 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, June 8 at 12 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org  

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  Email: office@yise.org 

Website:  www.yise.org 
Office Hours: Closed Monday (Shavuos) 
Tuesday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 

Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
    Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                          Yale Ginsburg - President 

Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi     Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
June 10 - 11, 2022 - 12 Sivan 5782 

Parshas Nasso 
Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 8:15, but not before 7:00 
• Mincha: 6:45 (Plag, S), 7:15 (B), 8:15 (B), 7:15 (Sephardi, LBM) 
Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 8:10 (B), 8:05 (Sephardi, LBM) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:23 



Seeing the Hand of Hashem...
In Nature
In History

In Our Own Lives
A lecture series presented by the Meaningful Tefilah Project 

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah. 
Co-sponsored by Kemp Mill Synagogue

To support this year-long series as a sponsor, send your check ($36, $72, $180) made out to YISE 
(memo: Meaningful Tefilah) to: YISE, 1132 Arcola Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20902

Sunday, June 12 at 10:30 a.m.
Seeing the Hand of Hashem in History
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz, Rav of Kehillat Ohr Somayach,
Senior Lecturer, Yeshivat Ohr Somayach

Sunday, July 24 at 10:30 a.m.
Seeing the Hand of Hashem in Daily Life
Mrs. Sharon Freundel, managing director of the Jewish
Education Innovation Challenge

Prior three lectures on Seeing the Hand of Hashem 
in Nature are now available at 
wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem

“Mesader es hakochavim: Bringing Order Out of Chaos in the Heavens”
Jeremy Schnittman, Ph.D. (NASA)

“The Science Behind Asher Yatzar, the Most Frequently Recited Bracha”
Aaron M. Cypess, M.D., Ph.D., M.M.Sc. (NIH)

“’Ma Rabu Maasecha’ at the Submicroscopic Level: How Enzymes Work” 
John Golin, Ph.D. (YU and CUA)

Go to zoom.com and enter Zoom ID: 416-963-9000
password: 492019

To register and receive reminders, 
send your email address to stuartrosenthal@yise.org







Interactive Learning
in the Social Hall

12:00-1:30AM
Why Do We Keep Two
Days of Yom Tov If We

Have a Set Calendar?
with Rabbi Hillel Shaps

1:45-3:15AM
Learning the Traits

Necessary to Connect to
Torah

with Rabbi Yonatan Gorin

3:30-4:50AM
From Berditchev to
Breslov: Traveling

through Chasidic Torah
on Shavuos

with Rabbi Postelnek

Shacharis 5:05Shacharis 5:05
inii thtt ehh SoSS cicc aii laa HHaHH laa lllin the Social Hall

Shiur for boysShiur for boysShiur for boys   
grades 4-6grades 4-6grades 4-6

12:00-1:00AM12:00-1:00AM12:00-1:00AM
in the Social Hallin the Social Hallin the Social Hall      

with Rabbi Rosenbaumwith Rabbi Rosenbaumwith Rabbi Rosenbaum
I Accidentally LeftI Accidentally LeftI Accidentally Left   
my Bedroom Lightmy Bedroom Lightmy Bedroom Light   
on Friday Night.on Friday Night.on Friday Night.      

What Should I Do?!What Should I Do?!What Should I Do?!

Shiurim
in the Belonofsky Sanctuary

12:00-12:50AM
Rabbi Menachem Winter

 Standing for the 10
Commandments:

Reverence or Heresy?

1:00-1:50AM
Rabbi Postelnek

Blessings from a Tzadik:
Unfounded or Sourced?

2:00-2:50AM
Rabbi Yitzchak Scher

What's the Distinction?
Training Our Minds in

Talmudic Logic

3:00-3:50AM
Rabbi Hillel Shaps

The Making of a Modern
Day Mikvah

4:00-4:50AM
Rabbi Rosenbaum

COVID Furloughs: Which
Party Bears the Loss?

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuunnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggg IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIsssssssssssssssrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaaaaaaeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllll  SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSShhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhoooooooooooooommmmmmmmmmmmmmrrrrrrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaaaaaaaiiiiiiiiii EEEEEEEEEmmmmmmuuuuuuunnnnnnnnaaaaaaahhhhhhhhYoung Israel Shomrai Emunah
TTTTTTTTTiiiiiiiikkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk uuuuuuunnnnnnnn LLLLLLLLLLLeeeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiillllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSShhhhhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaavvvvvvvvuuuuuuuuuuooooooosssssss 555555577777788888822222Tikkun Leil Shavuos 5782

High School boys learning
at THE HOUSE

with Rabbi Holzer
4:00AM followed by Shacharis
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Our kiddush honors graduates of preschool, elementary
school, middle school, high school, college and graduate

school!

To honor your graduate, please send your donation of $18 to YISE
by June 15. Please include the name of the sponsor(s) and the

graduate's name, school and grade.

A list of honored graduates will appear on the tables at the Kiddush.

YISE Graduation 
 Kiddush

Help sponsor Kiddush on Shabbos, June 18, in
honor of that special graduate in your life!

Please send your information to 
simi@yise.org

or call 301-593-4465 x 103 
by June 15



Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
“And these are the names of the men that shall stand 
with you: of Reuven, Elizur the son of Shedeur. Of 
Shimon, Shelimuiel the son of Zurishaddai. Of 
Judah, Nachshon the son of Aminadav…” For as 
long as I can remember, Orthodox Judaism has been 
perceived by much of the world — even the 
Orthodox world — as a conservative, sheltered, old-
fashioned way of life unwilling to take risks in the 
face of new challenges, preferring to retreat into its 
own shell like a turtle. 
  A Midrashic comment on this week’s portion of 
Bamidbar makes the point that a conservative, risk-
free existence is not a genuine Torah value.   
Certainly standing by on the sidelines is hardly a 
characteristic to be found in the person of Nachshon, 
prince of the tribe of Judah, who jumped into the 
Reed Sea in advance of the Egyptians. It was only 
after his demonstration of faith that the Almighty 
went the next step and split the Reed Sea. 
  The Midrash points out that this courageous 
Nachshon had four sons, including Elimelech, 
husband of Naomi, and Shalmon, father of Boaz; 
hence Nachshon was father and grand-father of two 
major personalities in the Scroll of Ruth, which we 
will be reading shortly on Shavuot. 
  In presenting such a genealogy, the Midrash 
stresses not only the characteristics of risk-taking by 
the descendants of Nachshon, but also what kind of 
risks are favored by the Torah and what kind are not.  
The fact is that courage and risk-taking, or the lack 
of it, may be seen as an underlying theme of the 
whole book of Bamidbar, records the history of the 
Israelites’ forty years of wandering in the desert. 
When the spies return with a frightening report about 
the Promised Land and the ability to conquer it, the 
Israelites demonstrate a total lack of resolve, 
fortitude and faith. They wail, they tremble, they 
plead not to go on with the mission. They are not 
prepared to take the risk of war even for the conquest 
of the Promised Land. 
  Nachshon at the shore of the Reed Sea shines as the 
antithesis of a cowardly “desert generation.” 
Because of his fearless daring, the people were 
saved. Indeed, the Gaon of Vilna points out that the 
Torah first describes the Israelites as having gone 
“into the midst of the sea on the dry land”, and later 
“on dry land in the midst of the sea”. The initial 
description refers to Nachshon and his followers 
who risked their lives by jumping into the raging 
waters. God made a miracle for them, the waters 
splitting into dry land and serving as a wall, homa, 
on the right and the left. The latter description refers 
to the rest of the Israelites who only entered after the 
dry land appeared; for them the waters also became a 
wall, but this time written without the letter vuv, 
which forms the alternate reading of hema or anger! 
  Nachshon’s remarkable ability to take risks was 
transmitted to his son Elimelech and grandson Boaz. 
Hence, the Scroll of Ruth closes with the names of 
ten generations from Peretz (son of Judah) to King 
David, and Nachshon appears right in the center, the 
pivotal figure between the age of the patriarchs and 
the generation of monarchy-messiah. But while 
Nachshon and Boaz are to be praised for their risk-
taking, Elimelech can only be reviled for his. 
  When a terrible famine descends upon Bethlehem, 
the home of Elimelech, he packs up and decides to 
start a new life in the land of Moab. Undoubtedly, 

this demonstrates courage on the part of Elimelech, 
the ability to risk the unknown in a strange 
environment. 
  But his motivation was greed. He refused to share 
his bounty with his starving kinsmen, and he was 
willing to leave his homeland and his ancestral roots 
for the sake of his wealth. Hence, tragedy strikes.  
Elimelech dies, and his sons, inevitably, marry 
Moabite women. His progeny die as well, causing 
Elimelech to have reaped as his harvest only 
oblivion – from a Jewish point of view. 
  In contrast, Boaz does not leave Bethlehem during 
the famine. And when the challenge arises to do an 
act of loving-kindness for Naomi and redeem 
Elimelech’s land, as well as to marry the stranger — 
Ruth, a convert — Boaz assumes the financial 
obligation and the social risk involved in the 
marriage. The descendant from this union turns out 
to be none other than King David, from whom the 
messianic line emerges. 
  Elimelech’s risk was based upon greed, and 
forsaking his tradition; it ends in his death and 
destruction. Boaz’s risk was based upon loving-
kindness, and results in redemption. The Elimelech-
Boaz dialectic is a perennial theme in the Jewish 
world. Risk is positive, and even mandatory, from a 
Jewish perspective. The question we have to ask 
ourselves is the motivation, and that determines the 
result. 
Rabbi Dr. Norman J. Lamm’s Derashot Ledorot 
“Banners In The Desert” - In our Sidra, the first of 
the Fourth Book of Moses, we read of the 
peregrinations of Israel in the desert. The people was 
to be divided according to its tribe and to march 
through the wilderness in a set pattern and order. 
Each tribe, in addition, was to have its own banner, 
or flag. This banner or degel was to differentiate it 
from all the other tribes of Israel.  
  What is the origin of this interesting 
commandment? Our sacred tradition gives us an 
amazing answer. That is, that G-d did not command 
the Israelites concerning the degalim on His own 
initiative. Rather, he merely acceded to the request 
of the Jews who insisted upon the banners in the 
desert. Nitavu Yisrael she-yihu lahem degalim 
k’malekhei ha-sharet--the Israelites desired that they 
have banners just like the ministering angels.  
  What a remarkable statement! Are we to imagine 
that the Israelites conceived of the angels as tin 
soldiers--and envied them? Do angels really parade 
as if they were in an elementary school play?   In 
order to understand the profound symbol of the 
banners in the desert and their relation to angels, we 
must understand that there are two words for a 
banner or flag in Hebrew, and each has a different 
connotation. Those words are degel and nes. Nes is 
an external symbol, a sign to others; it is meant for 
outsiders. Thus, Isaiah speaks of the Messiah’s 
function towards the rest of the world at the end of 
the day; ve’nissa nes la-goyim me’rachok--”He shall 
raise a nes for the nations from the distance.” The 
nes is meant for other nations; it is for the distant, for 
the outsider. Degel on the other hand is a symbol of 
the fulfillment of one’s own purpose, his own 
destiny, the meaning of his own life for himself.  
  Nes implies a communication with others; you 
identify yourself thereby to others. Degel implies 
communion with yourself; you identify yourself to 
yourself--it is a symbol of self-identity.  Nes will 

cause people to rally. Degel will rally people to a 
cause. Nes is appropriate to the harim--the 
mountains, with which it is often associated in the 
Bible. For you are on top of the mountain when you 
preach down to others. The degel is generally 
associated with midbar, the desert. When you are in 
a wasteland, there you must first find yourself and 
discover who you are and what you stand for.  
  In Jewish tradition, an angel is created for one 
single purpose, for one solitary shelichut. The angel 
knows what it is he was created for, and he proceeds 
to do it. Therefore, the degel is indeed symbolic of 
the malakh. The degel symbolizes a single-minded 
purpose--and an angel lives for just that. Hence, 
nitavu Yisrael she-yihu lahem degalim k’malakhei 
ha-sharet means that the Israelites wanted, like the 
angels, to know the great purpose for which each of 
them was brought into the world. Every Jew wanted 
to know what he stands for, what function he is to 
serve in the grand drama of creation.  
  Purpose does not mean only a career, a profession, 
a matter of occupation ambitions. One does not have 
a noble purpose in life by selling real estate, or 
securities or textiles, or diamonds. These are only the 
means to an end. And the end, the goal, the purpose--
that is the degel.  
  Like the ministering angel, each of us must 
consider life as a mission, a shelichut. Each of us 
must consider himself an ambassador of G-d who 
must report back to the Almighty at the end of his 
earthly pilgrimage, who will then judge whether or 
not we have carried out our task faithfully.  
  Of course it is difficult for everyone to know what 
single great purpose he is to serve in life. Some 
people, perhaps the greatest number, are helplessly 
lost, with no idea of what they are doing in the 
world. They are like driftwood on the wild waves of 
a stormy ocean. These are people who lack identity, 
who seemingly have no purpose, no degel. It is about 
such people that the Russian theologian, Nicholas 
Berdyaev, said that they have not only lost the way, 
but they have also lost the address. They do not 
know where they are going, and in fact they do not 
know if one is supposed to go any place at all in life. 
They live in a vast midbar without the benefit of 
degalim.  
  Many areas of modern life are such bannerless 
deserts. Television is one such notable example. It 
was most refreshing to hear Mr. Newton Minnow, 
who was recently appointed as the Chairman of the 
Federal Communications Commission, lecture the 
broadcasters about their responsibilities. It was a 
speech which will long be remembered by 
thoughtful people. He reproached them for having no 
purpose other than that of exploiting the airwaves for 
financial gain. The words he used to describe the 
present situation are most appropriate: “a vast 
wasteland.” In Hebrew, that is--midbar! What Mr. 
Minnow was trying to do--vainly, I fear--was to give 
them degalim, banners, a sense of purpose, a set of 
high goals, in this wasteland. It will be a real pity if 
the vested interests of industry and politics manage 
to destroy his plan and return the control of the TV 
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airwaves to those who regard it as nothing more than 
another source of income.  
  Most of us, however, and most decent people, are 
not in that category of those who are completely lost. 
We know in general where we belong, what our 
general goals are, what camp we belong to. 
However, we do not know, each of us, his individual 
purpose in life. We know that as human beings it is 
our duty to reflect the Divine Image in which we 
were created, by being decent, compassionate, kind. 
We know that as Jews, more specifically, we are 
obligated to the prophetic challenge: atem edai, 
ne’um ha-Shem, “Ye are my witnesses, are the 
words of the Lord.” Our task as Jews is to be the 
witness to the presence of G-d in human history. 
And, as the sainted author of the Sefat Emet, put it, 
how are we witness?--By living according to “the 
words of the Lord,” that is, Torah. But if you ask 
such a person: what specifically is your task, your 
purpose in life, your specific function in the Divine 
economy of creation, he does not know.  
  Some individuals, a minority, are truly blessed. 
They have matured spiritually, and have discovered 
what it is exactly for which they were created; they 
know their purpose in life. How fortunate they are!  
  These last two types--those who know the general 
trend of their being, and those who know the specific 
purpose for which they were brought into the world, 
are represented in our Sidra by the words ish al 
machnehu v’ish al diglo, “every man according to 
his camp, and every man according to his banner.” 
These represent the two types we have mentioned. 
Ish al machnehu represents those who know the 
general camp with which they are identified. They 
have identified themselves with a group. Ish al diglo 
are those who know specifically their degel or 
purpose in life. They have identified themselves also 
within the group. Ish al machnehu may be in the 
right camp, but he tends to fritter away his energies 
and his resources on the wrong task, sometimes on 
trivialities. Such a person is in the right machaneh, 
the right group and the right environment, but he has 
never managed to find himself.  
  The story is told of the sainted Chafetz Chayim 
who, in a time of great and grave community crisis, 
noticed one of the wealthiest men in the town 
staying long after the hour of services in order to 
recite the Psalms. The gentile and saintly Chafetz 
Chayim approached him with the following rebuke. 
He told him that he had no right to spend his time 
reciting the Psalms when G-d had blessed him with 
the wherewithal to alleviate the grave crisis which 
had struck the community. “Your business,” he said, 
“is to organize campaigns for charity and disburse it 
yourself, not to spend all your time in reciting the 
Tehillim.” And he told him the following parable, “in 
the army of Czar Nicholas there are many divisions. 
If a soldier who has been trained for the cavalry and 
is serving there at present, were one fine day to 
decide that he is going to join the artillery, he may be 
serving the same Czar and fighting for the same 
cause, and meaning well all along. But what 
probably will happen is that his superiors will court 
martial him and put him against the wall to face the 
firing squad. His purpose was determined by the 
Czar to be cavalry, not artillery. You cannot mix 
purposes by yourself.” Ish al machnehu is not 
sufficient. We must strive for ish al diglo.  
  This latter class, those who know what their place 
and purpose is in life, they have indeed achieved the 
angelic distinction of degel. In the Song of Songs we 
read: diglo alai ahava, “His banner above me is 
love.” The word ahavah, love, is numerically 
equivalent to echad--”one” (See Sefat Emet). The 
only way to discover the degel of echad, the single-
minded application to a great cause, your single 
greatest purpose in life, that for which you were 
created, is to experiment with every noble purpose, 
every sacred task, every lofty cause, until you 

discover that which you can do best and that with 
which you can fall in love. You must have a deep 
loyalty and a profound affection for what you 
recognize as your purpose in life. The banner of 
echad must participate in ahavah.  
  Is there any need to enumerate the hundreds of 
great purposes which beckon to each and every one 
of us? There is Israel, education--both your own 
scholarship and assisting others, there is rescue 
work, there is cancer, there is heart work, there is 
Hebrah Kadisha, there is Shabbat, there is Free Loan 
Society, there is the ability to make others happy 
through word or song, there is helping the retarted 
children...there is indeed no lack of degalim!  
  About eight hundred years ago Rabbi Judah, the 
author of Sefer Chassidim told us that the truly pious 
man will never neglect any one of the 613 mitzvot. 
Indeed, to have a great cause never means to renege 
or to be negligent of any of the obligations to which 
all Jews are committed. However, the truly pious 
man will choose one mitzvah above all others which 
will become his symbol, his purpose, his degel. 
Perhaps that is why we refer to a young man who 
has attained religious maturity as a bar mitzvah; by 
right, we should call him a bar mitzvot, since on this 
thirteenth birthday he becomes responsible for the 
observance of all the commandments. But on this 
day we tell him that with his assumption of 
responsibility for all the commandments, he is at the 
same time urged to find one area of virtue, or 
goodness, of religious creativity which will define 
his own purpose in creation.  
It is significant that we read of degalim on the 
Saturday before Shabuot. On Shabuot we each 
realize what is our machaneh, our camp. It is that of 
Torah, but the Sidra of degalim reminds us: that it is 
not enough merely to be a man of Torah. We must 
also each know our individual purpose, we are each 
challenged to find and execute his shelichut. The 
Sidra addresses each of us: What do you stand for? 
Where and what is your banner in the desert of life?  
  Happy is the man who can answer clearly and 
lucidly. Blessed is his life for his mission, his 
shelichut is triumphant. His existence is meaningful 
and worthy. In the words of King David: neran’nah 
bi-yeshuatekha u-veshem Elokenu nidgol-- “We 
shall sing over Thy victory and raise our banners in 
the name of our G-d.” Yemalei ha-Shem kol 
mishaletekha, “May G-d fulfill all your requests.” 
R. Nachum Amsel: Encyclopedia of Jewish Values 
The Unique Jewish Concept of Family [Excerpt] - 
God’s original plan for family for all the world’s 
people can be found in the Torah, but is only alluded 
to in the verses. By following and analyzing the key 
words for family, in the Torah, we will be able to 
piece together God’s original plan for humankind 
regarding families, how and why it changed, and 
then God’s new plan, which is still in effect today. 
   It seems to this author that God’s original plan for 
humanity was for the entire human race, i.e., for all 
human beings, to unite as one family. This is based 
on the name Adam called his wife. The Midrash 
explains that Adam was given special wisdom, even 
greater than that of the angels, to capture the essence 
of each animal in its name. So, too, when Adam 
named his wife Chava-Eve, as the “mother of all 
human beings”,  he also captured her essence. Adam 
understood that God’s intention was that his wife 
would be mother to every future human being, thus 
uniting all human beings as one very large family, 
born from one mother and one father.  
 Why did this original plan by God not come to 
fruition? Since man has free will, in the second 
generation of mankind, Cain did not listen to God’s 
warning to him, who became furious after God 
preferred Abel’s offering to Cain’s, who became 
jealous, and Cain then killed his brother. That one act 
not only killed off billions of Abel’s future potential 

offspring, but also broke apart forever that very first 
family unit of parents and children. The loss of that 
family value can be seen in the verses themselves. The 
Torah says that Cain talked to Abel his brother before 
killing Abel his brother, even though we already know 
that Abel was Cain’s brother. The Torah chooses to 
stress that Cain was killing not just another human 
being, but his brother, as he also killed brotherhood.  
 This pattern of a failed united family continued in 
subsequent generations. Eventually, the Torah tells us 
that the sons of the powerful judges misused their 
power to take (against their will?) the daughters of 
mankind. This was the ultimate act of desecration of 
the family unit, and it was right then and there that 
God decided that the vision and experiment had failed 
completely, and that the human race and world had to 
be destroyed and He would begin again.   
   God chose one family, the family of Noah, to save 
from destruction, and begin again with the concept of 
family. The Torah says that God saved Noah, his wife, 
their three children and their wives AS a family. God 
tells Noah to come to the Ark with his home, i.e., 
family. Then the Torah records that the people who 
came to the Ark were Noah, his sons, his wife, and his 
daughters in law. No names are mentioned because the 
key was to preserve all 8 people as one united family 
unit. But the Torah goes beyond this to stress the 
family concept. In an amazing verse, the Torah 
describes that the animals entered the Ark as spouses. 
The Midrash says that these were no ordinary animals; 
the angels selected them apparently because of their 
superior moral qualities.  
  Ten generations after Noach, God decides to try a 
totally different approach to creating a lasting concept 
of family in the world. It would again begin with one 
person and one family (like Noah). However, this 
family would grow into a nation by itself – a united 
nation of different small families, united as one large 
family. Eventually, this united family-nation would 
serve as a role model for other nations in the world, 
who would, of their own accord eventually unite as 
well as nation-families. 
  Whom did God choose to begin this third attempt at 
family unity? Abraham. God promises to make 
Abraham’s family into a nation, and eventually all the 
families of the world will be blessed through 
Abraham. Why was Abraham specifically chosen of 
all people? Although there had been several righteous 
people in the past, the Torah explains that Abraham 
was the first who felt the need to transmit his values of 
justice and righteousness to his children, and 
eventually to all his descendants. To Abraham, starting 
a Jewish family was everything in life. 
  But all was not smooth in implementing God’s new 
concept through Abraham… In the third generation of 
Jews and Jewish family, this pattern – the lack of a 
united Jewish family – continued as well – almost. But 
when Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to get food during a 
famine. It was then, for the very first time, that the 
term Bnai Yisrael-children of Israel (the Jewish 
Nation) is written in the Torah. It was at this moment, 
says Rashi, that the brothers began to think about the 
terrible action they had taken towards their brother, 
and they felt regret. They felt unity. Only after this 
united family actually came together following Joseph 
reconciliation with his brothers during Jacob's lifetime, 
did the Jews become a people…  Now we can 
understand why God mandated a continued united 
family in the desert in our Parsha in the counting, 
which has helped preserve the Jewish people and the 
Jewish family until today.  



From the Thought of Rabbi Sacks, z”l 
Torah: Our Greatest Gift 
On the face of it, Shavuot is a brief festival with few 
distinctive practices and, at least as far as the Torah 
is concerned, no specific historical content. But 
Shavuot is the festival of Jewish identity. Judaism is 
supremely a religion of the land – the whole of Torah 
from Avraham to the death of Moshe is a journey 
toward it – and Shavuot was the supreme festival of 
the land. 
  There were agricultural elements on Pesach and 
Succot also, but Shavuot was the time of the grain 
harvest and of bringing first fruits to the Temple and 
declaring:  “My father was a wandering Aramean…. 
And the Lord brought us out of Egypt…. He brought 
us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey.” 
  However, from the outset Shavuot was also the 
festival of the Giving of the Law, seen as the 
culmination of the seven-week journey that began 
with Pesach. But every nation had laws, and for 
much of the biblical era, other issues, political, 
military and cultural, held centre-stage. The Prophets 
tirelessly argued that without faithfulness to God and 
justice and compassion to their fellow humans, Israel 
would eventually suffer a momentous defeat, but all 
too few were listening, and the reforms of Kings like 
Chezekiah and Yoshiyahu proved too little too late. 
  Only with the experience of the Babylonian exile 
did people come to see that the law of Israel was 
unlike that of any other nation – not just because of 
its content but because of who gave it, when and 
where. It was given not at Mount Zion in Jerusalem 
but at Mount Sinai in the desert. The law came 
before the land. Therefore, though they had lost the 
land, they still had the law. Though they had lost the 
country, they still had the covenant. The law of Israel 
was not like the law of every other nation – the 
decree of kings or the edict of a legislative assembly. 
It came from God Himself, the Infinite Eternal. 
Therefore, it could never be lost or nullified. 
  This was when the full significance of Shavuot 
began to come clear. The real miracle was not the 
land but the law that preceded the land. Ezra and 
Nechemiah understood this after the Babylonian 
exile, as did Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai in the 
midst of the rebellion against Rome. Without them it 
is highly doubtful whether Jews or Judaism would 
have survived. 
  For the better part of two thousand years Jews lost 
their land, and once again – as it was for the exile in 
Babylon – it was Torah that sustained the people as a 
people, giving them the assurance that one day they 
would return. For in truth this always was our 
greatest gift: the Torah, our constitution of liberty 
under the sovereignty of God, our marriage contract 
with Heaven itself, written in letters of black fire on 
white fire, joining the infinity of God and the 
finitude of humankind in an unbreakable bond of law 
and love, the scroll Jews carried wherever they went, 
and that carried them. This is the Torah: the voice of 
heaven as it is heard on earth, the word that lights the 
world. 
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
Shavuot - There is hardly an example of human 
tragedy, which is not a part of the story of Ruth. 
Famine, exile, bereavement, widowhood, loneliness 
and poverty all occur to Naomi and Ruth. But there 
is one aspect of human life, not at all a tragic one, 

which I think is the central theme of the story and 
which I would like to discuss as a worthy example of 
“the person in the parsha.” 
  I refer to the act of personal choice, of making a 
decision. We have all had numerous occasions to 
choose between two courses of action, between 
seemingly equally beneficial options for our future. 
Sometimes these have been of momentous 
importance, and other times, as trivial as deciding 
between chocolate and vanilla ice cream. 
  For me, the phenomenon of choice defines the 
human condition. Only humans choose. Choice and 
decision distinguish us from the rest of the animal 
world. 
  It has been claimed that what makes human beings 
distinct is our capacity to think and speak; homo 
sapiens. Others maintain that it is our ability to use 
tools which distinguishes us; homo faber. And others 
even go so far as to claim that it is our ability to play 
which renders us unique; homo ludens. 
  But if the popular philosophical movement of 
existentialism taught us anything about the special 
nature of the human person, it is that we are 
creatures who choose. We are “condemned” to make 
choices. 
  Nevertheless, the responsibility of making 
decisions is something we try to avoid. In the catchy 
phrase of Erich Fromm’s book, we wish to “escape 
from freedom.” We wish to escape, but we have no 
choice but to choose. 
  Ruth is a perfect example of someone who faced 
the choices in her life and made some very painful 
ones. They turned out to be part of her heroic destiny 
and proved to be of singular importance to the 
Jewish people and to all humanity. 
  Rabbinic legend tells us that Ruth and her sister-in-
law, Orpah, were Moabite princesses. They could 
have married anyone in their society, but they chose 
to marry the Jewish “greenhorns,” albeit noble 
“greenhorns,” and thus made a choice which 
distinguished them from their sister princesses. They 
both bucked the tide and married members of the 
minority in their land. But they exercised choice, and 
that begins the story. 
  Their husbands, Machlon and Kilyon, then died, 
confronting them with yet another crucial life 
decision. Would they remarry? Would they now 
conform to their peers and marry Moabite men, or 
would they continue to irrationally seek Jewish 
mates – even if that meant choosing to leave their 
homeland? Choice, painful choice. 
  It has been said that all important decisions are 
made on the basis of insufficient data. Of course this 
is true, because when there is truly adequate 
information, choices are obvious and apparent, and 
the decision-making process is of little consequence. 
  But if it is true that all important decisions depend 
upon insufficient data, then all heroic decisions are 
made on the basis of contrary data. The realistic data 
which lay before Ruth and Orpah certainly would 
have justified very different choices for them. The 
data would argue, “stay home;” remain within a 
familiar culture; marry someone who is socially and 
religiously compatible with you. Do not marry a 
stranger, and certainly do not enter voluntary exile in 
the attempt to find a mate equal to your first love in a 
distant and alien environment. 
  This was essentially Naomi’s argument to both 
women. She urged them to consider the data and to 
make “realistic” choices. 

  Orpah initially persisted in her choice. But then, her 
rational, practical nature understandably prevailed. 
She chose to return home. 
  Ruth, on the other hand, persisted beyond that 
point. And she chose, consciously and courageously, 
another nation, another people, and another god. 
What an awesome choice! What a dazzling, truly 
unpredictable decision! 
  Moment by moment, each of us faces a range of 
options and choices. We struggle to base our 
decisions upon sufficient data, although 
disappointingly, such data is usually not 
forthcoming. 
  In the absence of sufficient data, our choices must 
sometimes be “leaps of faith.” Occasionally, they 
must be based upon an inner voice, the voice of our 
conscience, or perhaps the voice of our dreams. 
  Ruth provides a model for those of us who, when 
we reach a crossroads in our lives, understand that 
our decisions cannot just be based upon lists of pros 
and cons, upon rationally weighing advantages 
versus disadvantages. Rather, we look within, or 
look Above, for guidance, recognizing that we have 
no guarantees that these voices are authentic. 
  The lesson of Ruth, the person and the book, is that 
such choices, guided by intuition and inspiration, if 
not by certainty and information, result in 
significance to the person, and can determine the 
course of history: Ruth was the ancestress of King 
David. 
  Like the poet Robert Frost, we may look back with 
regret at “the road not taken,” but alternatively, we 
may find that the “less travelled road” is the most 
meaningful one of all. 
Rabbi Dr. Norman J. Lamm’s Derashot Ledorot 
“A Previous Engagement” - One of the most 
significant phrases in modern life is: “I have a 
previous engagement.” Countless people have been 
saved from tedious meetings, wearisome 
conventions, and boring speeches by that pleasant, 
precious, and most effective device, "I have a 
previous engagement.” It is the kind of disclaimer 
and escape that is never a complete untruth, and 
which allows both parties to retreat gracefully and 
graciously from what otherwise might be an 
embarrassing encounter. 
  Yet that same phrase is no doubt the most 
overworked and abused excuse in the lexicon of our 
times. Who knows how many worthy endeavors 
have been frustrated and lofty enterprises 
undermined because people lamely pleaded: "I have 
a previous engagement." It is painful to the point of 
being tragic when this phrase is bandied about by 
Jews as a means of avoiding their Judaism; when it 
is misused by those of our co-religionists who wish 
thereby to circumvent the moral and spiritual 
obligations that Torah places upon all of us. We stifle 
our own spirits when, with an air of injured 
innocence, we dismiss Torah and Mitzvot by waving 
the magic wand: "I am so sorry, I have a previous 
engagement.” 
  The teaching of Shavuot is, in a manner of 
speaking, that no Jew may accept a previous 
engagement before coming to Torah; or, better, that 
Torah constitutes the "previous engagement" of 
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every Jew! This primacy of Torah, this acceptance of 
it as our prime commitment and first allegiance, is of 
the essence of our faith. It is not enough to love 
Judaism, to support it, even to practice it. It must be 
our primary allegiance, our priority, our 
precommitment. 
  The famed Rabbi of Gur, in his "Sefat Emet," saw a 
reflection of this teaching in the very name we give 
this holiday. The name Shavuot stands for "weeks," 
because the holiday always falls seven weeks after 
Passover. But, by a slight change of one vowel, the 
Rabbi of Gur reads not "Shavuot," weeks, but 
"Shevuot," oaths. It is a festival when we recall an 
ancient shevuah, an ancient vow that made us the 
covenanted people that we are. 
  He explains the nature of this oath by referring to 
an interesting discussion in the Talmud. The Talmud 
declares that an oath that is superfluous is invalid. 
For instance, if I swear to rest every afternoon, that 
is a valid oath. If afterwards I again make the same 
vow, then the second time I am considered to have 
pronounced an invalid oath -- for I am already under 
oath to rest, and therefore the second oath is 
superfluous. Similarly, the Talmud declares, if a man 
swears to perform a mitzvah such as to fast on Yom 
Kippur or to make the Kiddush on Shabbat, that oath 
is invalid. The reason is, every Jew is mushba 
ve’omed me’har sinai, already under prior oath from 
the time of revelation of Sinai to observe all the 
necessary mitzvot. Hence, any new oath to observe a 
mitzvah is unnecessary and invalid. 
  This, then, is what Shavuot or "Shevuot" tells us: 
that each of us is mushba ve’omed me’har sinai. We 
are born under prior oath, we come into this world 
already endowed with a previous engagement. Our 
spirits and loyalties and allegiances are already 
engaged. We may accept any assignment or duties, 
provided that they do not conflict with the teachings 
of Torah. We can be businessmen or society people, 
scientists or philosophers, sportsmen or athletes — 
on the sole condition that these endeavors do not in 
any way contradict our fealty to our faith, our loyalty 
to the Almighty. For that is our previous 
engagement: we are mushba ve’omed me’har sinai. 
  Indeed, we may take that word "engagement" quite 
literally in its domestic or marital sense. We are 
engaged or affianced to the Almighty! When we read 
in the Torah that Torah tzivah lanu Mosheh 
morashah kehillat Yaakov, that Moses gave us the 
Torah as an inheritance (morashah) for the 
congregation of Jacob, the Rabbis declared that one 
should read not only morashah, inheritance, but also 
me’orasah, engaged or betrothed. Israel and God are, 
as it were, an engaged couple! And just as bride and 
groom, husband and wife, know that each has first 
claim on the affections and devotions of the other, so 
Israel’s first loyalty and first love is to God; He and 
His Torah are our previous "engagement." No 
wonder we speak of marital "vows" and of 
"pledging" our troth. The vows we took at Sinai are 
of the most intimate kind; our previous 
"engagement" is more than a casual encounter -- it is 
of the intense, delicate, and profound sort. 
  The survival of Jews and Judaism in this country 
has become a favorite topic of conversation. 
Lecturers speak about it and magazines write about 
it. Will the American Jews vanish, Heaven forbid? 
The answer, it is true, depends on many factors: 
education, intermarriage, the synagogue, birth rates, 
the effect of Israel, But these in turn turn on the more 
fundamental question: what is our first loyalty? How 
seriously do we take our dedication to Judaism? For 
Judaism, if it is to be meaningful, cannot be taken in 
small doses like a diet supplement. It may not be 
conceived of as an injection, a kind of medicine to 
take in moments when our soul is ill, even if we 
follow the usual legend on the medicine bottle, 
"shake well before using." Either Judaism means 
everything to us, or it will mean nothing to us. If the 

Torah is going to be a "real" thing for us, then we 
must realize that from the moment of birth, nay, 
from the moment of conception, each of us is 
mushba ve’omed me’har sinai — under prior oath. 
By virtue of being born Jewish, we are born into a 
previous engagement with Judaism. 
  The Prophet declares: ani hu rishon v’ani hu 
aharon. The Almighty cries out, "I am the first, and I 
am the last." A Hasidic interpretation, filled with 
humor and sarcasm and profound perception, reads 
that verse not as a proclamation, but as a complaint, 
as a lament. The Almighty regretfully protests that 
there are times that He is the First, and there are 
times that He is the Last. What happens when 
recession threatens and a man feels that business is 
not going too well? He begins to cut back his 
expenses, to trim his budget. And what is the first 
thing that suffers? -- charity, philanthropy, the 
synagogue, education! "I am the first" ... And when a 
man finds himself in trouble, in crisis, he turns to all 
kinds of people to help him. He goes to a doctor, 
then to a bigger doctor, then to a specialist, then to a 
world famous expert. And, finally, if that too does 
not help, as a last resort, he turns to God in prayer. "I 
am the last" . . . 
  This is precisely what happens when Judaism is not 
our previous engagement. What Shavuot demands of 
us is that religion become utterly serious for us, not 
the first thing to turn from and the last thing to turn 
to. For the test of the authentic Jew is: what is his 
prior commitment? All the various activities in 
which we are engaged, from entertainment and 
luxury to pursuit of profit and fashion, are not 
necessarily unjustifiable. But the question is: which 
takes priority in our lives? In case of a conflict, 
which comes first? Which do we hold to be superior, 
and which is the judge of the other values? This, and 
this alone, is how we can determine whether we are 
being truly Jewish. 
  A marvelous restatement of the same theme, in a 
manner worth remembering, is given to us by the 
author of "Benei Yisaskhor" based upon an insight 
provided by the famous R. Loewe, the "Maharal of 
Prague." It is remarkable, for one thing, that Shavuot 
is the only holiday mentioned in the Torah for which 
no clear date -- precise month and day -- is given. 
We are merely told that it is to be celebrated seven 
weeks after the Passover. Secondly, the study of 
 Torah is one of those few mitzvot for which no 
specific time has been set aside. Would it not have 
been better had we been told to study Torah during 
specific times of the day and night? Finally, the verse 
in the Books of Joshua which inform us of the fact 
that Torah study has no set time, reads: ve-hagita bo 
yomam va’layla, and you shall meditate in it by day 
and by night." But according to the Jewish system, 
night precedes day; should not, then, the verse have 
read, "by night and by day," instead of yomam va-
lailah? They answer that Torah is different, because 
Torah is le’maalah min ha-zeman -- beyond time. 
Torah is not subsumed under the usual temporal 
categories. Torah, according to the Talmud, was 
created a long time before the world, and will 
continue to exist after the world is gone. Because 
Torah transcends time, therefore, no enterprise, no 
endeavor, no value can be placed before it. That 
which is above time is before all else; none may 
plead "I have a previous engagement" when it comes 
to timeless Torah. 
  This means that if we take our Judaism seriously it 
must be the ultimate value to which everything else 
must yield and to which it must lead. It means that 
religion cannot be seen merely as a tool for the 
survival of a nation, or as part of a civilization, or an 
aspect of a culture, or a psychological crutch. If 
indeed Torah has the prior oath of all of Israel, that 
means that all values must bend to it. Therefore, for 
instance, the State of Israel must serve to enhance 
that ancient oath we took at Sinai. One need not 

protest his loyalty to the State of Israel and his 
conviction of its vast and enormous historical 
importance in order to approve wholeheartedly what 
a distinguished Ambassador of the State of Israel 
said in this synagogue several days ago: that the 
State of Israel is not an end in itself but only a 
means, a means to geulah, to redemption. And I will 
go one step further: what, in turn, is the purpose of 
geulah? -- that too is a means, and its ultimate goal is 
that freedom which allows Jews to be true to 
themselves by living an exquisitely moral life with 
Torah, and thus fulfilling our historic mission of 
teaching the word of God to all mankind. 
  It is more than just a happy coincidence that we 
recite Yizkor on Shavuot, the festival of mushba 
ve’omed me’har sinai. On this day when we 
remember parents and grandparents, we realize that 
we have not been created new, but we are, rather, a 
link in a long and venerable chain. This chain is one 
that goes back to the beginnings of our people. Each 
link, each generation has the sacred function of 
transmitting to the next that shevuah, that holy vow, 
first taken by our great-grandparents at Mt. Sinai. 
  Yizkor is then, not only a sentimental recollection; 
it is also an inspiring reminder of the vows we 
exchanged with Almighty God at the foot of that 
desert mountain. It is a challenge to recapture that 
exciting sense of commitment as we look back 
through the dim recesses of the corridors of history 
to that bright moment when God and Israel pledged 
their troth to each other; when He vowed that He 
would be our God, and we swore that we will be His 
people. All else is secondary to that, for God is our 
previous engagement, even as we continue to cherish 
the hope that we will always be -- His first love. 
R. Nachum Amsel: Encyclopedia of Jewish Values 
Caution Not To Turn Shavuot Into Mother’s Day 
On every other Jewish holiday, when there are one or 
two Mitzvot-Commandments specific to that 
holiday, great effort is often exerted by Jews to 
perfectly perform the Mitzvah on that day, 
sometimes at great expense, usually with great fervor 
and exactitude in following Jewish law. When that 
holiday passes, however, the Mitzvah or Mitzvah 
object is then put in “mothballs,” forgotten until 
about one year later, few days before the holiday is 
once again celebrated. On Shavuot, the event that is 
celebrated is the giving of the Torah. The logical 
Mitzvah to commemorate this momentous event 
should have been a day dedicated completely to 
Torah learning. If this had been the practice, then 
following the pattern of other holidays, after Shavuot 
passes, we would expect Jews all over the world to 
stop learning Torah until the following Shavuot, 
when they would once again learn with great 
concentration and zeal. Thus, Shavuot’s Mitzvah, 
Torah learning, would cease at the end of the 
holiday. But it is a fundamental Jewish concept 
know that Torah learning is not a once-a-year 
Mitzvah, but, rather, it is a commandment that 
should be fulfilled each and every day of the year - 
an activity that a Jew should be engaged in every 
free moment of his or her life. Thus, Torah learning 
should be a Jew’s focus every day of the year, an act 
that is equal to all other commandments combined.  
  When the Western world celebrates Mother’s Day 
each year, millions of children pay special honor to 
their mothers primarily on that particular day, and 
then frequently pay little or no honor to them the rest 
of the year. The same outcome might have happened 
to the learning of Torah, had this Mitzvah-
commandment been the focus of Shavuot (the 
custom of many to learn Torah all night is not a 
Jewish law). Torah learning might have suffered the 
“Mother’s Day syndrome” – learned to perfection 
one day a year only, with Jews forgetting about this 
Mitzvah the rest of the year, and not even feeling 
guilty about it… [Excerpt]
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In this week’s Parashah, Bnei Yisrael are counted. R’ Moshe
ben Nachman z”l (Ramban; 1194-1270; Spain and Eretz Yisrael)
notes that each individual was required to appear before Moshe
and Aharon to be counted; it was not sufficient for a head of
household to report how many people shared his home.

R’ Meshulam Feish Segal Lowy z”l (the Tosher Rebbe in post-
War Hungary and, from 1951, in Montreal, Canada) writes: This
is meant to teach us the importance of every Jew, in line with the
Halachah (see Beitzah 3b), “That which is counted cannot be
nullified.” [Literally, this means the following: In certain
situations, a prohibited substance is considered nullified in a
mixture if the majority of the mixture consists of a permitted
substance. However, when the prohibited substance is something
that is commonly sold by number--for example, an egg, which is
typically sold by the dozen--that prohibited substance is
considered “important” and the principle of nullification does not
apply.] Thus we read (Bemidbar 1:2), continues the Tosher Rebbe,
“Elevate every head in the assembly of Bnei Yisrael . . .” By
counting each individual, you will elevate him!

This lesson was taught in last week’s Parashah, as well, the
Tosher Rebbe writes. There we read (Vayikra 26:3-4), “If you will
follow My decrees and observe My commandments and perform
them, then I will provide your rains in their time, and the land will
give its produce and the tree of the field will give its fruit.” Every
individual, through his Mitzvah observance, can influence the
success or failure of the harvest [or, in our terms, the economy]. 
(Avodat Avodah: Pitgamei Kodesh, Bechukotai 3)

Bitachon
So far this year--a Shemittah year--we have devoted this space to

discussing the related subject of Bitachon / placing one’s trust in Hashem.
This week, we conclude that discussion.

Our Sages say that when our ancestors stood at Har Sinai and declared,
“Na’aseh ve’nishmah” / “We will do and we will hear,” the Zohamah
(literally, poison) of the sin of Adam Ha’rishon left them. How did their
declaration repair the damage done by Adam’s sin?

R’ Yosef Yoizel Horowitz z”l (1847-1919; the Alter of Novardok)
explains: Commentaries write that, before Adam sinned, he had no Yetzer
Ha’ra / inclination to sin. If so, how did he sin? The answer is that, before
Adam sinned, he knew right from wrong objectively. He still had free choice
to sin--the same way we, today, have free choice whether to place our
hands in a burning furnace. We have that choice, but we know objectively
that it is a bad idea.

The Nachash / serpent persuaded Chava, who then persuaded Adam,
that the Torah’s command was merely “advice,” and that they could serve
Hashem better a different way, i.e., if they not only had the theoretical
ability to sin but also a temptation to sin, and then they overcame that
temptation. Somehow, eating from the Tree of Knowledge would implant
that temptation within them, and that is why they agreed to eat from it.

In essence, writes the Alter, Adam’s sin was choosing to serve Hashem
the way that felt right to Adam, rather than the way that Hashem wanted
to be served. “Na’aseh ve’nishmah” / “We will do and we will hear” was a
declaration that Bnei Yisrael were prepared to serve Hashem (“to do”)
without question and before getting any explanations (“to hear”)--a
declaration of their willingness to follow the Torah’s dictates blindly
without compromise, asking only how to do what needs to be done.

The Gemara (Shabbat 88a) teaches: “When Bnei Yisrael declared,
‘Na’aseh ve’nishmah,’ Hashem asked, ‘Who revealed this secret to My
children?’” What is the “secret”? The Alter explains that the secret, which
most people don’t know, is that the greatest obstacle to serving Hashem
properly is man’s innate desire to question and understand before
submitting to authority.  – Continued in box inside –



3
“You shall make the festival of Shavuot for Hashem, your Elokim . . .
“You shall rejoice before Hashem, your Elokim -- you, your son,

your daughter, your slave, your maidservant, the Levite who is in your
cities, the proselyte, the orphan, and the widow who are among you
-- in the place that Hashem, your Elokim, will choose to rest His Name.

“You shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and you shall
guard and perform these decrees.”  (Devarim 16:10-12 – from the
Torah reading for the second day of Shavuot)

R’ Nosson Lewin z”l (1857-1926; rabbi of Rzeszów, Poland) writes: In
connection with Pesach, we speak of the “Four Expressions of Redemption,”
and we drink four cups of wine to recall them. In connection with Shavuot,
also, we find four expressions in the verses above. They are:

• “ ” / “You shall make the festival of Shavuot”;
• “ ” / “You shall rejoice before Hashem”;
• “ ” / “You shall remember”; and
• “ ” / “You shall guard.”

Granted, we do not drink four cups of wine to recall these expressions.
Nevertheless, writes R’ Lewin, they do teach us important principles.

“ ” / “You shall make [literally, ‘do’] the festival of Shavuot”: There
are those who claim that it is not necessary to perform Mitzvot; it is
sufficient to be a Jew in one’s heart. That is not the Torah’s perspective.
Rather, Mitzvot are meant to be “done.” Of course, our thoughts are
important too. Indeed, a complete Mitzvah consists of an action -- the
Mitzvah’s “body,” so-to-speak -- and a thought -- the Mitzvah’s “soul.” The
reason G-d put us in a physical world, however, is to perform physical
actions.

“ ” / “You shall rejoice before Hashem”: The emphasis here is on
“before Hashem.” Unlike frivolity, joy “before Hashem” includes a measure
of trepidation, as we read (Tehilim 2:11), “Rejoice with trembling.” How is
this joy expressed? The verse answers: By sharing our joy with those who
are in need, “the Levite who is in your cities, the proselyte, the orphan, and
the widow who are among you.”

“ ” / “You shall remember”: The foundation of our faith is
remembrance; specifically, remembering the miracles and acts of kindness
that Hashem has performed for our ancestors and for us. This
remembrance leads to thanksgiving. How do we express our gratitude? By
keeping the Mitzvot in their minutest details. Indeed, that is all Hashem
asks of us.

“ ” / “You shall guard”: Be on guard not to do anything against
G-d’s Will. Remember! Actions that hurt other people are also contrary to
His Will.  (Bet Nadiv p.99)

2
“Bnei Yisrael shall encamp, each man near his banner according to the

insignias of their fathers’ households.”  (2:2)
The Midrash Rabbah comments on this verse: Thus it is written (Tehilim

20:6), “May we sing in joy at Your salvation, and raise our banner in the Name
of our Elokim . . .” [Until here from the Midrash]

What is the connection between our verse and the quoted verse in Tehilim
(other than the coincidence of the word “banner”), and what is the Midrash
teaching? R’ Eliezer David Gruenwald z”l (1867-1928; Hungarian rabbi and
Rosh Yeshiva; his Yahrzeit is 2 Sivan) answers:

The Midrash Shocher Tov says, as if speaking to Hashem, “When the Temple
stood, You used to answer our prayers. Now that there is only a mountain, You
also should answer, as it is written (Tehilim 3:5), ‘He answers me from His holy
mountain’.” This may be understood, R’ Gruenwald explains, based on another
Midrash. The Torah says, regarding the location of Akeidat Yitzchak (Bereishit
22:4), “He [Avraham] saw the place from afar.” The verse does not say that
Avraham saw the mountain from afar. In fact, the Midrash says, the future site
of Akeidat Yitzchak and the Bet Ha’mikdash was not yet a mountain; the location
was in a valley until Avraham prayed that it become a mountain as befits
Hashem’s glory. R’ Gruenwald observes: Since the mountain was formed
specifically to hold the Temple, we may interpret the fact that it still is a
mountain long after the Temple was destroyed as a sign to us and to the world
that the Shechinah still rests there. [If Hashem had wanted, He easily could have
arranged for the Romans to “bulldoze” the entire mountain, as they did in other
places.] In light of this, R’ Gruenwald writes, we can understand the Midrash
Shocher Tov quoted above: “When the Temple stood, You used to answer our
prayers. Now that there is only a mountain” -- since there is still a mountain,
which tells us that You are still with us -- “You also should answer.”

Now, R’ Gruenwald concludes, we can understand the Midrash on our verse:
“May we sing in joy at Your salvation” -- referring to the fact that Hashem makes
His presence felt at the former location of the Bet Hamikdash, which brings
honor to Him and is, so-to-speak, His salvation. “Raise our banner in the Name
of our Elokim” -- it is as if He is waving a banner to indicate His presence. So,
too, the Midrash is teaching, the banners that marked the encampment of the
tribes in the desert brought glory to Hashem.  (Keren L’David)

– Continued from back page –
How can a person defeat that temptation? The Alter writes: The answer is

Bitachon--which here means believing that the Torah was given for our own
good, that we must observe the Torah to the absolute limit of our ability and
trust that Hashem will help us to observe further once we have exhausted our
capabilities (but only if we have truly exhausted our capabilities), that we
cannot improve on what the Torah demands (as Adam Ha’rishon tried to do),
and we can never succeed by trying to outsmart the Torah.  

(Madregat Ha’adam: Ma’amar Be’tukufot Ha’olam)



JUSTICE MINISTER IN TALKS WITH NETANYAHU CONFIDANT TO 
FORM LIKUD-LED GOVERNMENT (Arutz-7 6/1/22) 
A senior coalition partner is in talks with the Likud to form a new government 
in the current Knesset, according to a report by Yedioth Aharonoth. 
According to the report Wednesday morning, Justice Minister and New Hope 
party chief Gideon Sa’ar is in talks with real estate mogul Yaakov Atrakchi, a 
confidant of Opposition Leader Benjamin Netanyahu. 
Senior officials cited in the report claimed that Sa’ar is considering rejoining 
the Likud and helping Netanyahu form a new government. Ze’ev Elkin (New 
Hope) the Jerusalem Affairs Minister, who also serves as Construction and 
Housing Minister, is also reportedly a party to the talks with the Likud. 
The Justice Minister has reportedly been offered the Foreign Ministry 
portfolio in a Netanyahu-led government – in exchange for the Likud taking 
the Justice Ministry portfolio. 
Sa’ar, who bolted the Likud ahead of last year’s elections, levelled an 
ultimatum to coalition factions Tuesday, demanding the left-wing Meretz and 
the United Arab List parties back the Judea and Samaria Law. 
The bill, a routine piece of legislation passed every five years to temporarily 
extend Israeli laws in Judea and Samaria – via the Civil Administration – was 
pulled from the Knesset’s agenda this week after it was clear the government 
could not count on the support of the United Arab List. 
Sa’ar warned that failure to secure full coalition support for the bill would 
signal the end of the current government. 
“Coalition members who vote against this law are basically saying ‘I don’t 
want this government to exist’,” Sa’ar said. “The vote next week will 
determine whether this coalition wants to continue to exist or not.” 
Recent Knesset polls show Sa’ar’s New Hope faction either failing to cross 
the 3.25% electoral threshold, or barely making it into the next Knesset. 
Likud officials cited in Wednesday’s report also said the Netanyahu has 
instructed Likud members not to attack either Sa’ar or the New Hope party. 
Officials from the New Hope faction denied that Sa’ar is in talks with the 
Likud, but did confirm that the party has received overtures from the Likud. 

HAREDI LAWMAKER RESIGNS TO AVOID HARSHER CHARGES IN 
MALKA LEIFER CASE (Ha’aretz 6/1/22) 
Ultra-Orthodox lawmaker Yaakov Litzman resigned from the Knesset on 
Wednesday in an effort to avoid moral turpitude ahead of a hearing on the 
plea bargain he signed in January. 
According to the plea bargain, Litzman, of the United Torah Judaism party, 
will plead guilty to breach of trust in the case of accused pedophile Malka 
Leifer whom Israel extradited to Australia last year, and will be fined NIS 
3,000 (about $900) and given a suspended sentence. 
The court could have only ruled on whether Litzman's conduct constituted 
moral turpitude if he had remained a lawmaker. The plea agreement will be 
submitted to the court for approval next Thursday. 
Litzman is suspected of attempting to thwart Leifer's extradition to Australia – 
where she is charged with raping and sexually assaulting her former students 
at a Jewish school – by pressuring the Jerusalem District Psychiatrist to 
change his opinion and deem her mentally unfit to stand trial. 
On this matter, Litzman is expected to admit to a breach of trust, though his 
offense of obstruction of justice is expected to be dropped. 
In a separate case, Litzman was suspected of trying to influence Health 
Ministry professionals to not close a deli near his home. This case was 
closed as part of the aforementioned plea deal. 
In his statement, former Attorney General Avichai Mandelblit, said Litzman  

used his position as Deputy Minister of Health, "with the intention of 
preventing or thwarting a judicial proceeding." By acting "contrary to the 
persecution and public interest," Litzman committed a breach of trust, 
Mandelblit said. 

GOVERNMENT TO MOVE AHEAD WITH PLANS FOR 3,500 HOUSING 
UNITS IN STRATEGIC E1 AREA (Israel Hayom 6/1/22) 
A Civil Administration subcommittee will hold a final meeting in July to 
discuss objections submitted by Palestinians and left-wing organizations to 
construction in the area known as E-1 between Jerusalem and the suburb of 
Maaleh Adumim. This is according to a statement from the State Attorney's 
Office in response to a petition from Maaleh Adumim Mayor Benny Kashriel 
to the Jerusalem District Court demanding the committee meet. 
The final meeting of the Higher-Planning Committee's subcommittee for 
objections, which had been postponed for the past six months, will be held 
on July 18, following US President Joe Biden's Israel trip. 
The E-1 plans, which have garnered significant opposition from the 
international company for years, include the construction of 3,500 housing 
units on nearly five square miles of land between Maaleh Adumim and 
Jerusalem, which was declared Maaleh Adumim municipal territory in 1998. 
Maaleh Adumim has 38,000 residents. The plan promoted decades ago in 
coordination with the Housing Ministry is aimed at meeting the housing 
demand in the city. 
The committee has held three meetings in October and November 2021 
since the government decided to promote the move last summer. This drew 
sharp criticism from left-wing parties in the coalition, and in January of this 
year, the Maaleh Adumim Municipality received notice the meeting to discuss 
objections on the planned construction had been postponed "in accordance 
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with the opinion of certain elements in the Civil Administration." 
With no specific reason for the delay, settler officials believe the move was 
the result of pressure on the government not to hold the meeting. 
Kashriel welcomed the discussion, saying the plan was good news for young 
families. "The cancellation of the deliberations that followed the whims of 
certain elements in the Civil Administration harmed the ability of Maaleh 
Adumim to continue to develop and serve as a home for young men and 
women who want to raise their families in the city." 
In a statement, the right-wing Ad Kan organization said: "We congratulate the 
Defense Minister [Benny Gantz] for setting a date for deliberations. This is 
strategic construction to thwart Palestinian continuity between Bethlehem 
and Ramallah, which in practice prevents the possibility of turning Jerusalem 
into the capital of Palestine. 
After many long years, the Israeli government must lead to a full and speedy 
approval procedure, so that construction in the neighborhoods will begin in 
the next two years. In this manner, it will stop the [Palestinian] Authority's 
invasion attempts into the planned neighborhood lands, which can already be 
seen on the ground. 
"We call for law enforcement officials to carefully enforce the law in planned 
neighborhoods to remove the Palestinian invasions into state lands." 
In a statement, the left-wing organization Peace Now said the construction 
plan "harms Israeli interests and constitutes a genuine threat to there being a 
chance for peace. That is why it drew sharp condemnation in Israel and in 
the international community." 
Peace Now asserted Prime Minister Naftali Bennett's and Foreign Minister 
Yair Lapid's coalition government "is promoting [Opposition Leader and 
former Prime Minister Benjamin] Netanyahu's destructive policy instead of 
promoting a better future for the region. The use of the legal excuse 
according to which it's been forced on the government is a pathetic excuse 
that cannot hide the government's shame." 
 
RABBI SAYS FLOCK WILL NOT SERVE IN MIXED UNITS (YNet 5/31/22) 
Rabbi Chaim Druckman, a former politician and a spiritual leader of the 
settlement movement on Tuesday, said he would prevent his students from 
IDF service if Supreme Court allows mixed gender combat units. 
"We will not be able to educate our students to serve in such units," 
Druckman said in a video that has gone viral on social media. 
"We must preserve the Jewish character of the Israeli army. It cannot be that 
soldiers will be forced to behave contrary to their religious beliefs and lifestyle 
which is in accordance with the Halacha." 
The court was deliberating over a petitioned filed two years ago, calling for 
women to be allowed to serve in elite combat units as men are and 
demanding they be given the opportunity to go through the IDF's selection 
process for such units. 
Druckman heads a West Bank yeshiva which is part of a program that 
combines religious studies with military service. In recent years, many of the 
program's participants have joined combat units of the IDF and in particular 
elite commando units. 
While they become integrated into their units, made up of soldiers from all 
different backgrounds, the Hesder soldiers prioritize preserving their Jewish 
principles, often causing conflicts during their service where religion clashes 
with the liberal agenda of the IDF. 
Serving with women could pose a problem for some who may feel they will 
deviate from their religious principles in order to fulfill their duty. 
Rabbi Druckman directed his remarks to the Supreme Court threatening  
that Hesder soldiers will be unable to join mixed gender units if the court 
rules in favor of the petitioners. 
"We cannot force the soldiers to chose between contributing to the country's 
security, or maintaining the Jewish laws," he said. 
 
BENNETT: 'OUR LASER DEFENSE SYSTEM IS A STRATEGIC GAME 
CHANGER' (Arutz-7 6/1/22) 
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett visited a Rafael facility in northern  

Israel Tuesday to inspect the new 'Iron Beam' laser defense system. 
During his visit, Bennett received an extensive briefing from the Rafael's 
senior management – led by President and CEO Maj.-Gen. (ret.) Yoav Har-
Even, Chairman Dr. Uzi Landau – on the Iron Beam laser system. 
Rafael President and CEO Har-Even and members of its senior management 
also presented the heart of the classified systems that serve the Israeli 
defense establishment. 
The Director General of the Prime Minister's Office, the Prime Minister's 
Military Secretary and other senior officials also participated in the visit. 
Bennett hailed the new laser system as a strategic "game changer" for 
Israel's missile and rocket defense network, noting that the cost of the 
existing Iron Dome system, which shoots down incoming projectiles with 
sophisticated interceptor missiles, is significantly higher. 
"Rafael's laser system is a strategic game changer for the State of Israel and 
the world as well, a system that already today knows how to shoot down 
mortar rounds, UAVs and rockets." 
"This is a game changer because we can not only strike the enemy militarily 
but also weaken it economically. Until today it would cost us a lot of money to 
intercept every rocket. Today they can invest tens of thousands of dollars in 
a rocket and we can invest two dollars to cover the cost of the electricity in 
shooting down the rocket." 
"We are galloping forward towards our enemies in order to ensure security 
for the State of Israel. We are now in a period of stable security but are 
strategically prepared – in every aspect – for any scenario." 
 
UNUSED ‘ISRAELI AIR FORCE ONE’ COSTING TAXPAYERS MILLIONS 
PLACED IN STORAGE (YNet 6/1/22) 
Israel’s “Air Force One”, which was built for former Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu at an estimated cost of $240 million, was indefinitely transferred 
into storage on Wednesday. 
The plane, dubbed Knaf Zion or Wing of Zion, took years to outfit but has 
never been used, sparking controversy over the spending of taxpayer 
money. The blame for the apparent boondoggle goes to Netanyahu, who is 
currently facing several bribery and corruption charges. 
“It’s the current government of Naftali Bennett that doesn’t want to use it 
because they see that plane as an example of what they consider the 
wastefulness, the extravagance of the Netanyahu years,” said i24NEWS 
anchor Calev Ben David. 
Ben David said that a similar situation has been unfolding with the prime 
minister’s residence, which is currently located in a fairly modest house on 
Jerusalem's Balfour St. 
Netanyahu's government drew up plans to construct a new complex that 
would combine the prime minister’s office and residence. A plot of land for 
the “Israeli White House” has already been picked out but has been sitting 
empty for years. Its current estimated cost stands at $352 million. 
Ben David pointed out that in recent years Israel had trouble electing a prime  
minister that could either form a government or keep one stable, and creating 
proper conditions could be the necessary step to improve that situation. 
“Maybe if we had a nice plane for a prime minister, maybe if we had a nice 
Israeli White House, maybe Israelis would take more seriously the job of 
choosing [prime minister] and more quality people would come to it,” said 
Ben David. 
 
3,000 ETHIOPIAN OLIM ON THEIR WAY TO ISRAEL (Israel Hayom 
5/30/22) 
After almost a year, Operation Tzur Yisrael to bring some 3,000 close 
relatives of Ethiopian immigrants to Israel is poised to resume, and the 
immigrants are packed and waiting in transit camps in Gondar and Addis 
Ababa. 
Relatives of Ethiopian olim waiting to board a plane to Israel include Zemane, 
29, and his wife, 23, who have been waiting in Gondar for 17 years to be 
allowed to leave for Israel. The couple have three children, ages eight, three 
and one. Zemane's parents and siblings living in Israel. His mother arrived 10  
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years ago. 
"I've only spoken to my mother on the phone. She's never met my three 
children. I want to be with my family," he says. 
Another family includes Tashagar, 63 and his wife, Elmito, 60, and their 
seven children. They talked about how hard it is to have so many children 
and rent an apartment in Gondar. Elmito said she feared one of her children 
would have a family of their own in Gondar and stay behind, and so all of her 
children have remained single. 
Two of the couple's daughters made aliyah 20 years ago, and the parents 
are eager to meet them and their children. 
"We are sad it took so long. Sometimes, we're angry," Negosa, one of their 
children, says. "But my parents are happy their daughters arrived in Israel, 
because it gave them opportunities, and we prayed we would have the same 
opportunity, and now it's come." 
The family says they have no possessions of sentimental value they will be 
taking to Israel, "just clothes and food." 
The first flight in the latest leg of the operation is scheduled to land in Israel 
on Wednesday. The operation is being carried out by the Jewish Agency for 
Israel and the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews in conjunction 
with the Aliyah and Integration Ministry under Minister Pnina Tamano-Shata. 
World Zionist Organization chairman Yaakov Hagoel said, "Thousands of 
new olim from Ethiopia will have a chance to fulfill their dream and reunite 
with their loved ones." 
 
LAB-GENERATED SPERM CREATED AT ISRAELI UNIVERSITY (JPost 
6/2/22) 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (BGU) researchers have developed a 
means of creating sperm cells in a laboratory – marking a potential 
breakthrough in the fields of fertility and reproductive science.  
The BGU research, which was published in the peer-reviewed journal 
Biofabrication, had researchers develop a procedure for culturing testicular 
cells in an environment that closely resembled a natural environment. 
Located in Beer Sheba, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev is renowned for 
its research departments across medical and scientific fields. 
Researchers built a 3D model and tested it on young mice who were not yet 
capable of producing sperm – and after 5-7 weeks, sperm cells in the 
process of developing were discovered in the model, marking the success of 
the experiment. 
"This study opens up a new horizon in the process of creating sperm cells in 
a culture," says study co-author Prof. Mahmoud Huleihel from the Faculty of 
Health Sciences at the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. "It enables the 
implementation of microfluidic-based technologies in future therapeutic 
strategies for infertile men and in the preservation of fertility for children 
undergoing aggressive chemotherapy/radiotherapy treatments that may 
impair their fertility in puberty.”  
Children with cancer who receive aggressive chemotherapy are among the  
cohorts that may lose their fertility in the future. Preserving fertility among 
these children and treating infertile men are issues that concern many 
researchers around the world – and led to the BGU study’s advancement. 
 
DISCOVERY SHEDS LIGHT ON ANCIENT JERUSALEM UNDER THE 
ASSYRIANS (Ha’aretz 6/1/22) 
From humble beginnings as a city-state in the Bronze Age, the Assyrian 
empire began to emerge in the 14th century B.C.E. Its fortunes would wax 
and wane, but in the ninth century B.C.E. a new expansion phase began. 
In about 745 B.C.E., under the legendary Tiglath-Pileser III, Assyrian forces 
roared out of north Mesopotamia, gaining sway over the Kingdom of Judah 
and subsequently rolling over the northern Kingdom of Israel and kicking out 
its people – thus creating the legend of the lost 10 tribes. 
Beginning with the rule of the Judahite king Ahaz, no later than 732 B.C.E., 
Judah was a loyal vassal kingdom of the Assyrian empire and, as such, 
faithfully kept their overlords sweet with annual tribute. 
But Judah would not remain subservient. In 705 B.C.E., the great and  

mighty Assyrians had a shock: their king Sargon II died – in battle against 
some picayune enemy no less – and the subjects became restless. Among 
those revolted was Judah’s King Hezekiah. The heir to the crown, 
Sennacherib, son of Sargon II, was outraged. 
Sennacherib pointed out, according to the biblical description, that Hezekiah 
was a fool to defy him: “Now therefore let not Hezekiah beguile you, nor 
persuade you after this manner, neither believe ye him” (2 Chronicles, 
32:15). He sent forces to besiege Jerusalem, yet the Assyrians did not 
capture Hezekiah. They did not destroy Jerusalem. Why that is, we do not 
know. Perhaps it was because mice plagued their camp and caused disease, 
as some surmise; or maybe the frightened Hezekiah gave them enough 
tribute to appease them. In any case, Judah would remain standing as a 
“client state” of the Assyrians and then of the Babylonians. 
That is what had been known until now. Now a team of Israeli archaeologists, 
led by Jerusalem district archaeologist Neria Sapir and Nathan Ben-Ari of the 
Israel Antiquities Authority, with Prof. Oded Lipschits and Dr. Liora Freud of 
Tel Aviv University, report on an unusually intact site in Jerusalem called 
Mordot Arnona, in the city’s southeast, which casts the last 150 years of the 
Judahite kingdom in a new light. The paper appeared in Tel Aviv, the journal 
of Tel Aviv University’s Institute of Archaeology. 
The new light is that Judah, when under the Assyrian yoke, didn’t have one 
vast royal administrative center near Jerusalem – it had two. Maybe more. 
The archaeological site of Ramat Rahel located outside the Old City of 
Jerusalem (which may have been the place called Beit Hakerem in biblical 
times) served as a monumental administrative center for the Kingdom of 
Judah centered in Jerusalem, archaeologists have deduced. Taxes collected 
for the king were brought not to Jerusalem itself but to Ramat Rahel, in jars 
whose handles had been stamped with the Hebrew letters LMLK (“lamelekh” 
– “[belonging] to the king”). 
What, by the way, were “taxes” collected in jars? What was in them? Costly 
liquids, Lipschits says – likely wine, olive oil and mead, as residue analysis of 
the jars shows. 
Now archaeologists have discovered Mordot Arnona, which also evidently 
served as a monumental administrative center during its first phase (late 
eighth and seventh centuries B.C.E.). 
About 200 stamped jar handles were discovered at Mordot Arnona, which is 
more than were found anywhere else in Judah beside Jerusalem itself, 
Ramat Rahel and Lachish. Taxes in jars were being brought to Mordot 
Arnona as well, not only Ramat Rahel. Why did the Kingdom of Judah, 
envassaled to Assyria, need two major administrative centers? 
Mordot Arnona sits on a spur sloping eastward between the Old City of 
Jerusalem and Ramat Rahel. It is 3.5 kilometers (about 2 miles) south of the 

Old City and a hop, skip and jump, 750 meters, from Ramat Raḥel. 

Happily for posterity, Mordot Arnona boasts undisturbed stratigraphy: a 
settlement sequence from the ninth century B.C.E. through to the fourth 
century C.E., that is: from the early phases of the Iron Age (something not 
common in Jerusalem and its environment) to the Late Roman period, the 
archaeologists say. 
A nine-layer settlement sequence is unusual in Jerusalem, where ancient 
remains tend to have been reused, or disrupted by the unrest of the ages or 
are simply gone. “People tended to base the new buildings on the bedrock 
and reuse the building materials,” Lipschits explains. 
Ramat Rahel is the modern name of a kibbutz built atop the Judahite ruins. 
One riddle that had been plaguing archaeologists since its discovery is when 
it was built during the Judahites’ time under the Assyrian yoke. Did it date to 
the late eighth century B.C.E. (before the 701 B.C.E. Assyrian campaign led 
by Sennacherib, during the time of King Ahaz or his son Hezekiah)? Or did it 
date to a somewhat later time, the early seventh century B.C.E. (the later 
years of King Hezekiah or the long 55 years of rule of his son Manasseh)? 
Now it turns out, Lipschits explains, that Ramat Rahel and Mordot Arnona 
had been built at about the same time: in the early last third of the eighth 
century B.C.E., shortly after Judah became an Assyrian vassal kingdom, and 
during the early years of King Ahaz’s rule. 
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But the truly exciting discovery, he says, is that in Ramat Rahel’s case, there 
was only one phase throughout the 100 years that Assyria reigned over the 
land. At Mordot Arnona, there are clear finds for two different phases during 
this period. 
The first was from the late eighth century B.C.E. – before the 701 B.C.E. 
Sennacherib campaign. The second was afterward. 
Ramat Rahel survived when the Assyrians were bested and withdrew. Under 
the subsequent Babylonian regime, if anything it became even grander; then 
under the subsequent Persian rule, it became grander still. Not so Mordot 
Arnona, which after the Assyrian withdrawal from the Levant in the late 
seventh century B.C.E. was reduced to a small agriculture site, with wine 
presses and caves in which agricultural produce could have been stored, the 
archaeologists say. What happened? 
For all that Jerusalem has been under archaeological excavation since the 
late 18th century, Mordot Arnona was only found in 2017 because the Israel 
Land Authority filed a development plan for the area. Ahead of development, 
the Israel Antiquities Authority surveyed the area and found hints that 
something extraordinary lay there, Sapir explains. 
They dug trenches, began to excavate and gradually realized, Sapir says, 
that they had a major discovery. The subsequent paper relates to “Area A,” 
one of five loci excavated along the slope of the hill. 
Area A of Mordot Arnona features a monumental structure that dates to the 
last third of the eighth century B.C.E., Lipschits says. It was covered in the 
early seventh century by the second phase of construction, starting with 
accumulating a huge pile of stones that functioned as a huge platform, on 
which new monumental building arose. 

Ramat Raḥel clearly had been important, with architecture as befits a great 

kingdom (Assyria, not Judah), the archaeologists write, and evidently served 
as a Judahite administrative center starting under Assyrian rule and 
continuing throughout the Babylonian, Persian and Ptolemaic regimes. 
Strategically located at a vantage point controlling the main roads into the 
city, Ramat Rahel may have helped ensure Jerusalem’s food supply, and tax 
payment to the Assyrian overlords. It may even have housed the imperial 
supervisor of the subordinated Judahite kingdom. 
And while less is more, they say, that didn’t apply to taxing the subjugated 
populace and the center at Mordot Arnona may have been erected to expand 
the sway of the taxation regime to the east, west and south; to encompass 
more agriculture land and thereby increase the tax bite. In sum, to cement 
broader military, economic and administrative Assyrian control in the late 
eighth century B.C.E., during the reigns of the Judahite kings Ahaz and then 
Hezekiah. But after the Assyrians were kicked out in about 630 B.C.E., while 
Ramat Rahel continued, Mordot Arnona would be reduced to farmland. Why 
is not clear. 
Adding in the palace recently discovered in Armon Hanatziv in southern 
Jerusalem, which existed in parallel with Ramat Rahel and Mordot Arnona, 
what do we have? A much grander and more complicated history of 
Jerusalem under the 100 years of Assyrian rule than had been thought. 
Possibly Mordot Arnona also served to house Jerusalem elites, toadies to the 
Assyrians – and once the overlords were toast, so were they. 
 
UKRAINE RUSSIA WAR MARKS THE END OF THE POST-CONFLICT 
WORLD (Deputy Knesset Speaker Evgeny Sova, JPost 6/1/22) 
For many years, the Western world has avoided and even abhorred the use 
of terms like victory and defeat. However, the invasion of Russia into Ukraine 
has demonstrated that the types of wars that were regularly waged during 
the 20th century are not a thing of the past, even in the heart of Europe. 
Most importantly, with the return of these types of conventional wars, the 
concepts of victory and defeat have returned not just to the lexicon but also 
the military strategy. 
There is barely a speech where Ukraine’s President Vladimir Zelensky does 
not pepper it with talk of victory. These speeches, which have been screened 
in well over a dozen parliaments, have been very well received and  
accepted. 

On the battlefield, it is clear that this national steely determination has 
already driven back Russian forces from many parts of Ukraine and ensured 
that the Kremlin’s war aims have shifted dramatically. 
If Russia is ever to enter into an honest diplomatic dialogue, it will only be 
because it understands that it can no longer achieve its military aims. 
What can Israel learn? 
This should teach us in Israel something about how to end our conflict, which 
has reared its ugly head in recent weeks with terrorist attacks that have 
claimed the lives of 17 Israelis. 
While the comparison between the Russian Federation and Palestinian 
terrorist groups in terms of size and military capacity is wildly unequal and 
inappropriate, the motivation to extinguish an existing state that binds both is 
not. 
Palestinian violent rejectionists have acted against Jewish sovereignty, 
whether the idea of it during the early parts of the last century or the fact of it 
from 1948 onwards, for over 100 years. 
They clearly do not seek peace, dialogue or compromise. This is attested to 
by the rejection of numerous offers of peace and statehood. 
As has been famously stated on many occasions, the Palestinians want a 
state far less than they seek the destruction of the one Jewish state. 
Almost every sector of Palestinian society has been enlisted to achieve these 
war aims, whether educational, building, construction, social welfare, 
diplomatic, legal, or other. All are appropriated for this sought ultimate end, to 
ensure the end of Israel in its current form. 
Thus, Israel needs to force the Palestinians into disavowing these aims once 
and for all. 
This will not be an easy process but neither is the sight of Palestinian 
terrorists launching incessant barrages of rockets onto Israeli civilian centers 
or hacking to death passersby on the streets. 
ISRAEL’S TACTICS or doing just enough to prevent as many of these 
attacks as possible, through security forces capabilities, fences near or on 
the Green Line or capitulation to the constant demands of terrorist 
organizations in order to buy some quiet has not blunted the annihilationist 
desire that permeates the Palestinian leadership and parts of the people. 
Israel needs an unabashed strategy that breaks the will of Palestinian violent 
rejectionists to continue fighting. 
This is far from impossible, but requires a cast-iron determination and 
resilience, an understanding of what motivates and drives the Palestinians to 
continue the conflict, and the building of an unceasing strategy to fight on 
multiple planes, whether diplomatic, economic or military, until the 
proverbially white flag is raised by the Palestinians once and for all. 
Once that happens, a diplomatic solution can then be achieved, because it 
takes off the table the hope that Israel will eventually be driven out through 
time, pain, bloodshed and steadfastness. This hope, desire and dream 
ensures that no Palestinian can accept any normative peace proposal. 
The Palestinian leadership can then turn their attention inwards and build a 
better society for its people, democratic and flourishing. All the resources that 
were previously directed towards Palestinian war aims can now be directed 
towards Palestinian societal development and progress. 
However, the onus is on the Israeli leadership to make a choice. 
Israel can continue to wonder how and why the conflict continues or it can 
choose to end it. 
It can return the terms of victory and defeat to its lexicon and to develop 
military strategies to win again, as it did in 1948 and 1967. 
Through the speeches of Zelensky, the West has understood that it does not 
live in a post-conflict reality, and unfortunately, wars have to be won or lost. 
Israel should see in this an opportunity to finally defeat those who seek to 
end its existence, to wipe it off the map. 
A growing movement is calling for Israel to win again, as was witnessed by 
our recent convening of the Knesset Israel Victory Caucus, with MKs from 
across the spectrum, senior military and security officials, leaders of national 
NGOs, and other decision-makers and opinion-shapers.  
We need to heed these calls. 



Although with regards to other holidays, the opinion of Rabbi Eliezer (Pesachim 68a) is that one may choose to focus 

solely on the spiritual pursuit of Torah study and not hold a Yom Tov feast, when it comes to Shavuos, “everybody 

agrees that we also need lachem – for yourselves.” There must be some amount of physical enjoyment and feasting. 

The reason offered by the Gemara: it’s the day that the Torah was given.  

This reason seems a little counterintuitive. One would have thought that Shavuos being the day the Torah was given 

would be a reason to spend the entire day focused only on spiritual endeavors like Torah study – not a reason to 

make sure to eat a hearty meal. Why specifically regarding Shavuos do all agree that there must be some amount 

of feasting? 

Rashi offers a very straightforward explanation. We must make sure to feast on Shavuos in order to demonstrate 

that we feel fortunate to have received the Torah. Rabbi Eliyahu Lopian, however, suggests an alternate reason. 

Throughout history, many secular philosophers have adopted the perspective that in order for a person to achieve 

spiritual heights, he or she must abstain and disengage from all things physical. Our Torah teaches us otherwise. A 

person can grow spiritually by engaging with the material world and directing it for the sake of Heaven. 

The Gemara (Kiddushin 30b) relates that G-d says: “I created the Yetzer Hara (Evil Inclination) and I created the Torah 

as tavlin.” While in the simple reading of the Gemara, the word tavlin is understood as “antidote,” Rabbi Lopian 

suggests that it can be understood by its more literal translation: “spices.” G-d says: I created the Yetzer Hara – the 

physical world which lures us away from spiritual pursuits, but I created the Torah as a spice – to sweeten and 

enhance that physical world by elevating it in the service of G-d. 

The reason everyone agrees that on Shavuos we must have feasting is because it is through our eating and drinking 

we demonstrate our ability to elevate the physical through Torah and Mitzvos. How fortunate we are to have the 

Toras Chaim, the Torah of Life, which allows us to infuse every aspect of our lives with sanctity!  

Wishing you a Good Shabbos and a Good Yom Tov!

To sponsor a Shabbos Delights, please contact info@gwckollel.org

Bamidbar/Shavuos 5782 

Presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Kollel Scholar and Director of Special Projects 

From our archives

Spice of Life 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

Count the sons of Levi… every male from one month of age 

and up… (3:15) 

From one month after they are out of the category of a neifel… 

as we see this tribe is counted from the womb. Yocheved was 

counted in the count of seventy people coming down to 

Mitzrayim, even though she was born as they crossed the 

border… (Rashi) 

If the source to count the Leviim at a younger age is from 

Yocheved, they should be counted from when they are in the 

womb, or at least from birth. Why do we give the source as 

Yocheved, and then wait until the child is a month old to count 

them? 

 

Who flew before the airplane was invented? 

  

 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 
1. We were from the funeral. 

2. We were for the camps. 

3. We flagged you down. 

4. We were grouped in three. 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I contain “weeks.” 

2. They arrived on my head. 

3. I am third or ninth. 

4. “Did anyone see a van?” 

 

 

 
#1 The “vuv” in  ( מב כו: )  ,I come from Eliyahu) ַיֲעקֹוב  

Guarantor for redemption, I sometimes connect, I 

can make you say “oh.”) 

#2 Shalom (I equal all, The blessing container, I am 

the last blessing, Love me and pursue me.) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 Last week’s riddle:  

When Chazal (Megilla 3a) refer to ‘final letters’, they call them 

‘menatzpach’, which is an acronym for mem, nun, tzadi, phei and 

chaf. This is not in the order of the Alef Bais. Why? 

Answer: If you divide the letters, mem and nun spell min (from). The 

rest of the letters spell tzofim (prophets). This teaches that the 

prophets reinstated the final letters. (Tosafos) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In parashas Bamidbar, the Torah records that there were a total of 22,000 Levites 

and 22,273 (non-Levite) firstborn, and that Hashem instructed Moshe as follows: 

Take the Levites in place of every firstborn of the Children of Israel … And as for 

the redemptions of the two hundred and seventy-three of the firstborn of the 

Children of Israel who are in excess of the Levites; you shall take five shekels each 

according to the head count … You shall give the money to Aharon and his sons, 

as redemptions of the additional ones among them. (3:39-48) 

How were the two hundred and seventy-three who were required to pay five 

shekels chosen from among the 22,273 firstborn? The Talmud explains: 

[Moshe] brought 22,000 slips, and he wrote on them: Levite, and on 273 

additional ones he wrote: Five shekels. He mixed them up and placed them in 

a box. He said to them: Draw your slips. Everyone whose hand drew up a slip 

that said: Levite, he said to him: A Levite already redeemed you. Everyone 

whose hand drew up a slip that said: Five shekels, he said to him: Pay your 

redemption money and you may leave. (Sanhedrin 17a) 

There are various other cases where the halachah endorses the use of a lottery 

to resolve otherwise unresolvable conflicting claims, such as the division of estate 

property among multiple heirs or partnership assets among the partners, but 

some authorities insist that a lottery may only be used to allocate equal portions, 

such as two fields of equal value, or two of different value when accompanied by 

an agreement that the winner of the field of greater value will pay the other the 

difference in value, but not to distribute unequal portions, insofar as they can be 

rendered equal by an agreement of the aforementioned type (Erech Shai CM 

154:3). 

Our lottery of the firstborn, however, seems to refute this position, since it would 

certainly have been possible to divide the total of 1,365 shekels among all the 

22,273 firstborn and have each one pay approximately .06 shekels, and yet 

instead, two hundred and seventy-three were required to pay five shekels each, 

while the other 22,000 were not required to pay anything. 

 

Greater Washington Community Kollel wishes 
all of its friends, supporters, participants, and 

the entire community, a good Yom Tov! 

 


