Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts
June 10 - 11, 2022 - 12 Sivan 5782 - Parshas Nasso
Light Candles by 8:15 - Havdalah 9:23
The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by David Lerner in loving memory of his father, Herbert Lerner,
Chaim Yehoshua Ben Nachum ve-Chana Pesl, Z”L, on the occasion of his first Yahrzeit on the 8th of Sivan.

COVID-19 Updates

Mazal Tov
• Jacob & Dr. Debbie Frenkel on the birth of a granddaughter.
Mazal Tov to the parents, Chaim & Dr. Tova Frenkel, of Atlanta,
GA. Mazal Tov to big sister Adira, to grandparents, and uncles and
aunts Menachem, Shoshana, Yosef & Eliana, and Eliana.

Condolences
• Miri Schick on the passing of her father, Ira Silverman, Chaim
Hirsch Ben Bentzion. Miri is observing Shiva at 11409 Charlton
Drive until Tuesday morning. Visiting hours are Sunday and
Monday: 10:00 AM - 12 Noon, 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM and 7:00 PM 9:00 PM.

Shabbos Schedule
Minyan locations are listed as B = Belonofsky Sanctuary, S = Social Hall.
LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House
Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 8:15, and not before 7:00
• Mincha: 6:45 (Plag, S), 7:15 (B), 8:15 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15
(Teen Minyan, H)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (S), 8:10 (B), 8:05 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:23
Divrei Torah/Shiurim:
• 8:45 Main Minyan
Rabbi Rosenbaum
• 9:15 Minyan
Rabbi Postelnek
• Shabbos Morning Gemara Shiur for men Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman
• Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura
Rabbi Postelnek
• Shiur after Mincha
Representatives of Nishei
Keren Hashviis, describing the experience of the Israeli farmer
during Shemittah. See flyer for details.
Kiddush Sponsors:
• Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by Noam & Shana
Feldman and the entire Feldman family in honor of the first
Yahrzeit of Ha'rav Gedalia Moshe Ben Yisroel.
• The YISE Shul Kiddush is sponsored by Haimish Kiddush Group
and the Shul.

• Any person eligible for a fully FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccine
(16 years of age or older), but who chooses to not be vaccinated
may attend YISE Minyanim and events with the following
guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals must remain masked at all
times while in the Shul building, including at Kiddushes and/or
other events containing food. Masks may not be removed to eat or
drink. Exceptions will be made for private functions being held at
the Shul, but that are not Shul sponsored events.
• Anyone with any of the following symptoms should not come to
shul: fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, chills, muscle aches, sore
throat, severe cough, headache, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea,
fatigue, congestion or runny nose, or new loss of sense of taste or
smell. If you have tested positive for COVID, you should follow
the CDC guidelines.
• Masks are now optional for vaccinated adults and for children
under 16.
• There are no social distancing requirements in the YISE building.
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return
our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we
navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals
and as a community.

YISE Youth Announcements

Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, June 11, from 10:00 AM until
Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler room
off the Lower Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) in the room
behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years will meet at Shomrai and walk
over to the Yeshiva. For more information, contact Debbie Katz
at at dkatz@yise.org
Calling All Rising 6th Grade Boys!! Starting on June 18, Rabbi
Rosenbaum will be learning weekly with rising 6th grade boys one
hour before Mincha in the YISE Social Hall. Bring your hard
questions! Refreshments will be served.
Shavuos Family Hop - It was a hit! A big Thank You to everyone
who helped make this awesome event happen: Judy Taragin, Simi
Franco, Judy Rosenbaum, and Barbara Price. Thank you again to
the families who volunteered to host each station: Moses, Broth,
Litwack, Koss, Nizhnikov, Mandelbaum, Pepper, and Miller!

YISE Programs and Listings
The Women's Dessert on Shavuos was a huge success!! Thank you to the organizers of the event Dassi Diamond, Miriam Levson, Adina
Neumann, Rebbetzin Aliza Postelnek & Rabbi Yosef Postelnek. Thank you to the generous sponsors of the events: Masha & Seth Katz, Susan &
Rabbi Saul Koss and Barbara Price. Thank you Rebbetzin Atara Rosenbaum for your wonderful shiur and thank you to Josh Breitstein, Simi
Franco, Barbara Price and Eliana Srour for all their help.
Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and
Holidays by learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos mornings in the Social Hall. This Shiur will be given by
Rabbi Postelnek.
Shabbos Morning Gemara Shiur - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman will give the Shabbos Morning Gemara Shiur after the Hashkamah Minyan
Kiddush, learning Maseches Sanhedrin, in the Small Beis Medrash.
Seeing the Hand of Hashem…In History - Presented by the YISE Meaningful Tefilah Project. Next lecture, “Seeing the Hand of Hashem in History,” with
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz on Sunday, June 12, 10:30 AM on Zoom A. Recordings at wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem See flyer for details.
Graduation Kiddush - Help sponsor Kiddush on Shabbos, June 18, in honor of that special graduate in your life! To honor your graduate, send
your donation of $18 to YISE by June 15. Please include the name of the sponsor(s) and the graduate's name, school and grade. A list of honored
graduates will appear on the tables at the Kiddush. send your information to simi@yise.org or call 301-593-4465 x103 by June 15.

YISE Programs and Listings
(continued)
Kiddush Volunteers Needed! As we return to a regular schedule of
Kiddushes, volunteers are needed from ALL Minyanim to help set up
and clean up for Kiddushes on Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us
know when you are available. Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181.
Shomrai Preschool is Expanding and seeking lead teachers and
assistant teachers for the 2022-2023 school year. Candidates should be
flexible, nurturing, and enjoy working with young children. Shomrai
Preschool offers a collaborative, supportive, and growth-oriented work
environment. To learn more about the position or program, please email
director@yise.org To apply, send a resume and references to
director@yise.org
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed
Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical
crises. We are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this
program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc.,
contact: Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam
Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at
http://audio.yise.org

Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors for
this Past Week:
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor of Rabbi
Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur
• Jay Rogal and Debbie Rogal in memory of Jay's mother and Debbie's
grandmother, Belle Rogal, whose Yahrzeit is the 11th of Sivan.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Shabbos Drasha
• Judy & Stuart Rosenthal in honor of Robert & Elaine Leichter for
all of the Chesed they do in the community.

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all
come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different
remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis.
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to
commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a
great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while helping
YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not
available.
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18
(per day):
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha
Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for
Women
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning
2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha
Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for sponsorship
at $54 each.
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each.
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support.

Weekday Shiurim
Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list and
times, go to: https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed
by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday through Friday,
9:30 AM, Zoom A, will not meet on Monday, June 13.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed
by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:00
PM, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual
self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM,
now learning Mishlei, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning Sefer
Shmuel, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.
• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - Sunday
mornings, 9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM Shiurim:
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced Jew - Rabbi
Hillel Shaps
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak
Grossman
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging Parsha
Topics - Rabbi Menachem Winter
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays
at 10:00 AM, Zoom C.
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM. For more info., contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps,
hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.
• For Men:
• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page
Gemara - in person in the Social Hall
• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading
Responsa - Zoom D.
• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei Hatorah
Gemara Skills Building - Zoom H.
• For Women - Zoom I
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter, is on summer break.
• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM. Join
the fastest growing Halacha learning program in the world! Now
back in person at YISE. Register at gwckollel.org/scp
• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin,
Sunday through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco Beit
Midrash.
• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s
Shiurim for men & women, Mondays at 9:00 AM, studying
Parashas Hashavua, Zoom B
• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays,
1:30 PM, “A Second Look - Stories in the Torah from a Deeper
Perspective”, Zoom E, is on summer break.
• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men,
learning Maseches Bava Kama 9th Perek Merubah. Wednesday
evenings, 7:30 PM on Zoom G.Note new time.
Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the
meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID &
password:
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613
Zoom C: ID: 833 3477 1595, password RabbiHyatt
Zoom D: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn
Zoom E: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079
Zoom F: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz
Zoom H: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn
Zoom I: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names
(anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org: Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary
date, name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts based on the date of the event.

Community Programs & Listings
Mishnayos in Memory of David Finkelstein - Sign up for Mishnayos learning in memory of David Finkelstein, Z”L, at:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zK45Pqg3GlL7a3VTTlMejDkBGorgQZJGMk7hkullxYg/edit?usp=drivesdk
The Hidden Lessons of the Weekly Parasha - Rabbi Yehoshua Levy is hosting a new class for women only, approximately 10:30 AM - 11:00
AM each Shabbat, in the YISE Franco Family Beit Midrash, following Sephardi Minyan Shacharit. Class is held when at least 2 ladies are present.
The Capital Closet (formerly The Clothing Exchange) will be open to this community this Sunday, June 12, from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM. Come
peruse our beautiful, curated selection of clothing for men, women and children. Our address is 1910 University Blvd, West in Silver Spring.
We're in the brick house at the back of the parking lot. *Masks are required in The Capital Closet. There is no charge for items in The Capital
Closet, but donations to Yad Yehuda are always appreciated. For more information contact: ncarmel@yadyehuda.org
Virtual Job Fair - On Tuesday, June 14, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM, there will be a virtual job fair for job seekers who are 50+ years of age. It
will include workshops on job search and presentations by area employers. The job fair is sponsored by the Jewish Council on Aging and
Montgomery County. For more information and to register, please visit https://virtualexpos.accessjca.org
Kemp Mill Toastmasters Open House - Wednesday, June 15, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. Come join our open house in the YISE Small Social Hall.
Visit Kemp Mill Toastmasters in person for the first time in over 2 years! See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a
more confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at secretary@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more information.
Beyond Waters of Eden: The Centrality of Water in Jewish Art and Texts with Nomi Schneck, PhD candidate, Department of Art & Archaeology,
Princeton University, and Liz Diament, museum educator. For women and girls age 12 and up, Tuesday, June 28, 8:30 PM on Zoom. This is the second
event from the Robin Niman Mikvah Education Fund of the Mikvah Emunah Society with support from the OU Women’s Initiative Challenge Grant 2022
for Innovative Women’s Programming - Women's Unity Series, Engaging and Connecting Women in our Community at All Ages and Stages of Life.
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392.
Michtav M’Eliyahu: Thought and Perspective of Rav Eliyahu Dessler - Join Rabbi Yosef Musicante as he begins to explore Rav Dessler’s
perspectives on Kabbalas Hatorah - Receiving the Torah! Mondays - 8:30 PM at SEHC, 10900 Lockwood Drive and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 279
256 7843 Password: Learn
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week.
Parsha Explorations with Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Presented by the Greater Washington Community Kollel and Kemp Mill Synagogue,
Sunday evenings, 7:30 PM at KMS and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 655 813 1022, Passcode: 365636. For men and women.
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennnetwork.org
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments,
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info.
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM.
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva.
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.”
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com

The Week Ahead
Ashkenazi (S, B, B)

Sunday
June 12
6:30, 7:30, 8:45

Monday
June 13
6:15, 6:45, 8:45

Tuesday
June 14
6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Wednesday
June 15
6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Thursday
June 16
6:15, 6:45, 8:45

Friday
June 17
6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Shacharis

Sephardi (LBM)

7:30

7:30

7:30

7:30

7:30

7:30

Mincha /
Maariv

Ashkenazi (B)

8:20

8:20

8:20

8:20

8:20

Sephardi (LBM)

8:10

8:10

8:10

8:10

8:10

See Shabbos
schedule

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 3:58 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 4:37 AM, Latest Netz: 5:43 AM,
Latest Krias Shema: 9:25 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:47 PM, Earliest Shkia: 8:34 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 9:26 PM

Next Shabbos
June 17 - 18, 2022 - 19 Sivan 5782
Parshas Behaaloscha
Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 8:18, but not before 7:03
• Mincha: 6:45 (Plag, S), 7:20 (B), 8:20 (B), 7:00 (Sephardi, LBM)

Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen, H)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 8:15 (B), 8:10 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:26

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, June 15 at 12 Noon
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org
Office Phone: 301-593-4465 Office Fax: 301-593-2330
Eruv line: 301-593-5561 Email: office@yise.org
Website: www.yise.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM,
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Yale Ginsburg - President
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi Simi Franco - Office Manager

A Quick Thought on the Parsha from Rabbi Postelnek
Nasso 5782:
The Best Defense is a Good Offense
Video available at https://wp.yise.org/shabbos
We are introduced to the tragic and challenged case of the Sotah in this week’s Parsha. A woman who seemingly
goes astray by committing treachery against her husband by secluding herself with another man is accused and
brought to the Kohen. Ultimately, she undergoes a grueling process to determine her guilt or innocence.
Immediately following this unfortunate episode, we are presented with the laws pertaining to a Nazir. He is a man
who, out of a desire to become closer to Hashem, takes steps to sanctify his life. He vows to abstain from drinking
wine, cutting his hair and coming in contact with the dead.
The Gemara (Sotah 2a), quoted by Rashi (Bamidbar 6:2) asks: Why is the section dealing with the Nazir
juxtaposed to the section of the Sotah, the adulterous woman? The Gemara explains it’s to tell us that whoever
sees an adulteress in her disgrace should vow to abstain from wine, for it [has potential to] lead to adultery. For
this reason, the Parsha of Sotah must specifically precede the Parsha of Nazir.
With such an important message being conveyed, we would expect Sotah to always be taught before Nazir.
However, most puzzlingly, the order in which they are presented in the Oral Law, in Mishnayos and Talmud, is
flipped! Rather than placing the laws of Sotah before Nazir, the tractate Sotah follows the tractate of Nazir! Why
is the order switched from the way in which it is presented in the Torah?
In the lifelong process of finding balance in our Avodas Hashem, there are two routes that must constantly be
followed, examined and reassessed. Expressed in Tehillim (34:15) as “Soor Mei’Rah V’Asei Tov – avoid bad and
do good”, this directive indicates the proper path in life is to shun sins, bad choices and influences in life, and then
choose good by observing and doing Mitzvos.
Based on this, Rabbi Daniel Stein, in his sefer Chamudei Daniel, explains: Following the order of the pasuk,
“Soor Mei’Rah V’Asei Tov”, Hashem arranged the very order of the Sotah and Nazir to reflect and demonstrate
this model of growth and Avodas Hashem - avoid the bad, and then do good. The purpose of the process of the
Sotah coming to the Kohen and drinking the Mei Sotah is to dispel the suspicion that has developed between a
couple and to restore trust in their marriage, trust that has been corroded and weakened. This entire episode is one
that is best expressed by Soor Mei’Rah, trying to escape and repair poor decisions that have ruined the
relationship between husband and wife. Once one has successfully navigated the Soor Mei’Rah, he can now
tackle the Asei Tov. Thus, the parsha of the Nazir follows that of the Sotah, indicating that once one has
successfully extricated himself from negative influences and decisions, once he feels uplifted and no longer
burdened by past mistakes and sins, he is compelled to now do good. Thus, the Nazir decides to sanctify his life
for Hashem.
However, it’s not always so easy to remove our baggage and to simply extricate ourselves from our mistakes and
habits. Indeed, were we to expect of ourselves to fully avoid bad choices and shed our failures before involving
ourselves in Mitzvos, we would never grow or move in our Avodas Hashem!
Practically, in order to succeed, we must push ourselves in Asei Tov, grabbing onto Mitzvos and positive
opportunities, even when we haven’t yet merited to completely remove the negative from our lives. And
hopefully, by fulfilling Asei Tov, we will eventually reach the level of Soor Mei’Rah.
Perhaps it’s for this reason, suggests Rabbi Stein, that the Talmud switches the order of the Sotah and Nazir. For
the Talmud, which is representative of man’s input and perspective in Torah, reflects the need to start with the
good even before we fully uproot the negative aspects of life. As the saying goes, sometimes the best defense is a
good offense.
Have an amazing Shabbos!

Seeing the Hand of Hashem...
In Nature
In History
In Our Own Lives
A lecture series presented by the Meaningful Tefilah Project
at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah.
Co-sponsored by Kemp Mill Synagogue

Sunday, June 12 at 10:30 a.m.
Seeing the Hand of Hashem in History
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz, Rav of Kehillat Ohr Somayach,
Senior Lecturer, Yeshivat Ohr Somayach

Sunday, July 24 at 10:30 a.m.
Seeing the Hand of Hashem in Daily Life
Mrs. Sharon Freundel, managing director of the Jewish
Education Innovation Challenge

Go to zoom.com and enter Zoom ID: 416-963-9000
password: 492019
To register and receive reminders,
send your email address to stuartrosenthal@yise.org

Prior three lectures on Seeing the Hand of Hashem
in Nature are now available at
wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem
“Mesader es hakochavim: Bringing Order Out of Chaos in the Heavens”
Jeremy Schnittman, Ph.D. (NASA)
“The Science Behind Asher Yatzar, the Most Frequently Recited Bracha”
Aaron M. Cypess, M.D., Ph.D., M.M.Sc. (NIH)
“’Ma Rabu Maasecha’ at the Submicroscopic Level: How Enzymes Work”
John Golin, Ph.D. (YU and CUA)
To support this year-long series as a sponsor, send your check ($36, $72, $180) made out to YISE
(memo: Meaningful Tefilah) to: YISE, 1132 Arcola Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20902

YISE Graduation
Kiddush
Help sponsor Kiddush on Shabbos, June 18, in
honor of that special graduate in your life!
Our kiddush honors graduates of preschool, elementary
school, middle school, high school, college and graduate
school!
To honor your graduate, please send your donation of $18 to YISE
by June 15. Please include the name of the sponsor(s) and the
graduate's name, school and grade.
A list of honored graduates will appear on the tables at the Kiddush.

Please send your information to
simi@yise.org
or call 301-593-4465 x 103
by June 15

SUNDAY

Greater Washington
Community Kollel
in conjunction with

Young Israel
Shomrai Emunah

BRUNCH
& LEARN
Sunday Mornings

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah, 1132 Arcola Ave.
Breakfast: 9:30am - Classes 9:45-10:30am
Men's programming - Free of charge

Four GREAT learning options
to choose from !

Judaism 102:

Illuminating
Inquiries in Halacha

Fundamentals for
the experienced Jew

Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel

Rabbi Hillel Shaps

Navigating Navi

Parsha Perspectives

Sefer Yehoshua

Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman

An Exploration of
engaging
Topic
Parsha topics

TBD
Rabbi Menachem Winter

For more info please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org or 347-869-9361

Likutei Divrei Torah
Gleanings of Divrei Torah on Parashat Hashavuah
via the Internet
Volume 28, Issue

Sponsored by Adina & Mark Taragin
on the occasion of their daughter Naava's marriage to Yair Goldman.
Mazal Tov to the Goldman, Mann, and Taragin families

Shabbat Parashat Naso

Covenant and Conversation
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, z”l
The Blessing of Love - I confess to a thrill every
time I read these words: Tell Aaron and his sons,
‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to
them: “May the Lord bless you and protect you. May
the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you. May the Lord turn His face toward you and
grant you peace.”’ Let them put My name on the
Israelites, and I will bless them.
These are among the oldest continuously-used
words of blessing ever. We recite them daily at the
beginning of the morning service. Some say them
last thing at night. We use them to bless our children
on Friday nights. They are often used to bless the
bride and groom at weddings. They are widely used
by non-Jews also. Their simplicity, their cumulative
three-word, five-word, seven-word structure, their
ascending movement from protection to grace to
peace, all make them a miniature gem of prayer
whose radiance has not diminished in the more than
three thousand years since their formulation.
In previous years I have written about the meaning
of the blessings. This time I ask three different
questions: First, why Priests? Why not Prophets,
Kings, Sages or saints?
Second, why the unique form of the birkat hamitzvah, the blessing made by the Priests over the
commandment to bless the people? The blessing is,
“who has sanctified us with the sanctity of Aaron
and commanded us to bless His people with love.”
No other blessing over a command specifies that it
be done with love.
There is an argument in the Talmud as to whether
commands must be performed with the proper intent,
kavannah, or whether the deed itself is enough. But
intent is different from motive. Intent merely means
that I am performing the command because it is a
command. I am acting consciously, knowingly,
deliberately, in obedience to the Divine will. It has
nothing to do with an emotion like love. Why does
this command and no other require love?
Third, why have human beings bless the people at
all? It is God who blesses humanity and His people
Israel. He needs no human intermediary. Our
passage says just this: “Let them put My name on the
Israelites, and I will bless them.” The blessings come
not from the Priests but from God Himself. So why
require the Priests to “put His name” on the people?
In answer to the first, Sefer ha-Hinnuch says simply
that the Priests were the sacred group within the
people. They ministered in the House of God. They
spent their lives in Divine service. Their life’s work
was sacred. So was their habitat. They were the
guardians of holiness. They were therefore the
obvious choice for the sacred rite of bringing down
God’s blessings upon the people.
Rabbi Aharon Walkin, in the preface to his Matsa
Aharon, offered a more prosaic explanation. The
Priests had no share in the land. Their sole income
was from the mattenot kehunah, the gifts of the
Priests, that was their due from the people as a
whole. It followed that they had an interest in the
people prospering, because then they, too, would
prosper. They would bless the people with a full
heart, seeking their good, because they would benefit
thereby.
Rabbi Avraham Gafni offered a third explanation.
We read that on the consecration of the Tabernacle,

“Aaron lifted his hands toward the people and
blessed them”. Rashi says that the blessing he gave
the people on that occasion was indeed the priestly
blessing as specified in our parsha. However,
Ramban suggests that perhaps Aaron’s blessing was
spontaneous, and because he showed such generosity
of spirit, he was given by God the reward that it
would be his descendants who would bless Israel in
future.
What then about the reference in the blessing to
love? There are two different interpretations: that the
reference is to the Priests, or that the reference is to
God.
The second reverses the word order of the blessing
and reads it not as “who commanded us to bless His
people with love,” but rather, “who in love
commanded us to bless His people.” The blessing
speaks of God’s love, not that of the Priests. Because
God loves His people, He commands the Priests to
bless them.
The first reading, grammatically more plausible, is
that it is the Priests who must love. This is the basis
of the statement in the Zohar that “a Priest who does
not love the people, or a Priest who is not loved by
the people, may not bless.” We can only bless what
we love. Recall how the blind and aged Isaac said to
Esau, “Prepare me the tasty food that I love and
bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my
blessing before I die”. Whether it was the food that
Isaac loved, or what it represented about Esau’s
character – that he cared enough for his father to find
him the food he liked – Isaac needed the presence of
love to be able to make the blessing.
Why then does the blessing for this mitzvah and no
other specify that it must be done with love?
Because in every other case it is the agent who
performs the ma’aseh mitzvah, the act that
constitutes the command. Uniquely in the case of the
priestly blessings, the Priest is merely a machshir
mitzvah – an enabler, not a doer. The doer is God
Himself: “Let them place My name on the children
of Israel and I will bless them.” The Kohanim are
merely channels through which God’s blessings
flow.
This means that they must be selfless while uttering
the blessings. We let God into the world and
ourselves to the degree that we forget ourselves and
focus on others. That is what love is. We see this in
the passage in which Jacob, having fallen in love
with Rachel, agrees to Laban’s terms: seven years of
work. We read: “So Jacob served seven years to get
Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him
because of his love for her”. The commentators ask
the obvious question: precisely because he was so
much in love, the seven years should have felt like a
century. The answer is equally obvious: he was
thinking of her, not him. There was nothing selfish in
his love. He was focused on her presence, not his
impatient desire.
There is, though, perhaps an alternative explanation
for all these things. As I explained in Covenant and
Conversation Kedoshim, it was the Priests who
taught the people the specific ethic of holiness. The
Prophets taught them the ethic of social justice. The
Sages (as in the book of Proverbs) taught them the
ethic of character.
The key text of the holiness ethic is Leviticus 19:
“Be holy for I, the Lord your God, am holy.” It is
this chapter that teaches the two great commands of
interpersonal love, of the neighbour and the stranger.
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The ethic of holiness, taught by the Priests, is the
ethic of love. This surely is the basis of Hillel’s
statement, “Be like the disciples of Aaron, loving
peace, pursuing peace, loving people and bringing
them close to Torah.”
That ethic belongs to the specific vision of the
Priest, set out in Genesis 1, which sees the world as
God’s work and the human person as God’s image.
Our very existence, and the existence of the
universe, are the result of God’s love.
By blessing the people, the Priests showed them
what love of one’s fellow is. Here is Rambam’s
definition of what it is to ‘love your neighbour as
yourself”: “One should speak in praise of his
neighbour, and be considerate of his money, even as
he is considerate of his own money, or desires to
preserve his own honour.” Blessing the people
showed that you sought their good – and seeking
their good is what loving them means.
Thus the Kohanim set an example to the people by
this public display of love – or what we would call
today “the common good.” They thus encouraged a
society in which each sought the welfare of all – and
such a society is blessed, because the bonds between
its members are strong, and because people put the
interests of the nation as a whole before their own
private advantage. Such a society is blessed by God,
whereas a selfish society is not, and cannot, be
blessed by God. No selfish society has survived for
long.
Hence our answers to the questions: why the
Kohanim? Because their ethic emphasised love – of
neighbour and stranger – and we need love before
we can bless. Love is mentioned in the blessing over
the commandment, because love is how blessings
enter the world. And why have human beings bestow
the blessing, instead of God doing so Himself?
Because the Kohanim were to be role models of
what it is for humans to care for the welfare of
others. I believe that Birkat Kohanim contains a vital
message for us today: A society whose members
seek one another’s welfare is holy, and blessed.
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
”And the Lord spoke to Moses saying, ‘Speak to
Aaron and to his sons saying so shall you bless the
children of Israel; say to them, may the Lord bless
you and keep you…’” There are very few passages
of the Bible which are as well known as the Priestly
Benediction. In Israel, the kohanim-priests rise to
bless the congregation every single morning. In the
Diaspora, however, the Ashkenazi Jews include this
special benediction only on the Festivals.
Nevertheless, there are many life-cycle celebrations
such as circumcisions, redemptions of the first born,
bar and bat mitzvot and even weddings which are
punctuated by this Priestly Blessing. In effect, the
kohen-priest stands as God’s representative, as the
“agent of the Compassionate One”, as the spiritual
leader and as the Torah teacher – and in this function
as teacher and guide he calls upon God to bless the
congregation. As Moses declares in his final blessing
to the Israelites, “[The Priests and Levites] shall
guard Your covenant, shall teach Your laws to Jacob
and Your Torah to Israel…”
To sponsor an issue of Likutei Divrei Torah:
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The Talmud (in the ninth chapter of Berachot) as
well as our Prayer Liturgy declare “At the time of
the priestly blessings, the congregation responds,
‘Master of the Universe I am Yours and my dreams
are Yours.'” Apparently, our Sages saw a profound
connection between the dreams of the Congregation
of Israel and the function of their priest leaders.
Exactly what is the nature of that connection?
I would suggest that first and foremost a leader and
an educator must inspire his students/ congregants/
nation with a lofty vision, an exalted dream. The
Psalmist and sweet singer of Israel King David
declares in the Psalm which we recite each Sabbath
and Festival before the reciting the Grace after
Meals, “When the Lord returned with the restoration
of Zion we were as dreamers”; after all, had the Jews
not dreamt of the return to Israel throughout their
long exiles, we never would have returned to our
homeland.
One sees the same idea from the opposite vantage
point when one realizes the cause of the great
tragedy of the Book of Numbers. In Numbers, the
Jewish people descends from the great heights of the
Revelation at Sinai to the disastrous depths of the sin
of the scouts, the rebellion of Korah, the sin of
Moses and the destruction of that entire generation in
the desert. What caused such a mighty fall? The
Bible itself begins its account of the descent with the
words, “And it happened that the nation kvetched
(mitonenim) evily.”
The 18th century Netziv explains the difficult
Hebrew word mitonenim as meaning “wandering
hither and thither” aimlessly and without purpose or
direction, from the Hebrew anna. Simply put, this
great Torah leader was saying that the Israelites had
lost the dream and the vision which they felt at Sinai
when they had cried out “We shall do and we shall
internalize,” when they accepted upon themselves
the Divine mission of being a “Kingdom of Priests
and a Holy Nation.” They descended into destruction
because they lost the dream.
Secondly, the Hebrew word for dream is halom,
and – with a simple switch of letters, it spells hamal,
which means love and compassion. The priest-leader
who inspires with his dream must first and foremost
love his nation; only if he loves the Israelites will
they believe themselves worthy of being loved, will
they believe in their ability to realize the dream and
achieve the vision. Great leaders such as Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, Winston Churchill and David Ben
Gurion lifted their respective nations to unheard of
heights because they helped make them believe in
themselves.
Thirdly, the Hebrew word halom with another
switch of letters spells lohem, which means fighting,
warring (if need be) to achieve the necessary goals.
A great measure of imparting a dream is to impart
idealistic sacrifice on behalf of that dream.
Fourthly, the Hebrew word halom also spells
lehem; a dream must be nourished with the material
necessities of program, tactics and strategy necessary
to accomplish the dream.
Fifthly, the Hebrew word halom also spells melah,
or salt. Salt symbolizes tears – the tears of sacrifice
and commitment – as well as eternity, since salt
never putrefies. Salt is therefore the symbol of our
Covenant with God, the Covenant which guarantees
Jewish eternity and ultimate redemption.
And finally, halom is linguistically tied to halon, a
window; a light to the outside world. The dream with
which the priest–kohen must inspire the Israelites is
a dream which encompasses the entire world, the
dream of “Through you shall be blessed all the
families of the earth”, the dream of “They shall beat
their swords into ploughshares and their spears into
pruning hooks”.

Likutei Divrei Torah
Those who believe in a God who is invisible may
well dare to dream the dream which is impossible
but only those who dream the impossible will ever
achieve the incredible.
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb
Sanctity and Sanctimony - We are all full of
contradictions. There is a part of us which is noble,
kind and generous. But there is another part that is
selfish and stingy, and which can even be cruel.
That is the way we were created. We have the
potential for good, yet it is matched with our
potential for evil. At different times in our lives and
in different circumstances throughout our lives, one
part or the other dominates.
What is especially fascinating is that often we are
both good and evil, kind and cruel, at the same time.
It is no wonder then that we know so many people
who can best be described in paradoxical terms: the
wounded healer, the generous miser, the sinful saint,
the foolish sage, the righteous knave.
In this week's Torah portion, Naso, we meet an
individual who displays both negative and positive
qualities in the very same role. I speak of the
Nazarite, or Nazir in Hebrew, the man or woman
who vows to adopt an ascetic lifestyle, a lifestyle of
abstention from wine and anything connected to
wine, and who commits to never shaving or taking a
haircut, or to coming into contact with the dead,
even at the funerals of his or her own parents or
siblings.
The very word "nazir" means to withdraw, to
remove oneself from others and from worldly
pleasures. The Torah describes such a person, over
and over again, as holy. "He shall be holy..."; "He is
holy unto the Lord..."
Yet, should the Nazarite inadvertently come into
contact with the dead, then he is to offer a specified
set of sacrifices. And these sacrifices are to "make
atonement for him, for he sinned al hanefesh – by
reason of the soul."
What does it mean to "sin by reason of the soul"?
The simple meaning is that the "soul" here refers to
the soul of the dead body with whom he accidentally
came into contact. So he needs atonement for his
chance exposure to a corpse.
There is another opinion in the Talmud that says
that "soul" here refers to the Nazarite's own soul, and
that somehow, in renouncing the pleasures of life, he
has sinned against his very own soul. In the words of
Dr. J.H. Hertz, whose commentary on the Bible has
become, regrettably in my opinion, less popular than
it once was, "...he was ordered to make atonement
for his vow to abstain from drinking wine, an
unnecessary self-denial in regard to one of the
permitted pleasures of life."
The Torah recognizes the inner contradiction of the
Nazarite's lifestyle. On the one hand it is a lifestyle
of holiness, and that is to be commended. But on the
other hand, it is an act of renunciation of the
pleasures of God's world, and as such it expresses
ingratitude, perhaps unacceptably extreme piety.
I find myself frequently reflecting upon this
Talmudic view and its implications. For we often
encounter in our religious worlds individuals who
are in many ways paragons of spiritual virtue, but
who at the same time radiate an attitude of
condescension to others of lesser spiritual
attainments.
We have all met people who are outwardly very
religious, and perhaps even inwardly and sincerely
so, but who seemed to be saying to us, "I am holier
than thou." And we have all felt belittled, sometimes
insulted, but invariably put off by such individuals.
There is a word in English, although I have never
been able to find a precise Hebrew equivalent, which
describes such behavior. That word is
"sanctimonious". Webster's dictionary defines

"sanctimonious" as "pretending to be very holy or
pious; affecting righteousness".
Whereas this dictionary definition seems to stress
the fraudulent or insincere quality of the
sanctimonious individual, I have often found that
these individuals are quite sincere in their own inner
conscience; but along with their righteousness is an
attitude of "holier than thou".
I do not want to end this little essay by simply
pointing out the self-righteous behavior that we
experience in others. I think that we are all
sometimes guilty of sanctimony, and need to be on
guard against it.
The readers of these weekly words on the parsha,
by virtue of the very fact that they are readers, are
religious people. And religious people need to be
very careful not to send the message, "I am holier
than thou." We have to be careful that our acts of
piety are sincere, that's for certain. But we also have
to be cautious that those acts not be viewed by others
as statements of spiritual superiority.
The religious person must always be on guard
against hypocrisy and must always be sensitive to
the reactions he or she provokes in others. If those
reactions are of respect and admiration, then we have
made a kiddush Hashem, thereby advancing the
cause of our faith.
But if others are made to feel inferior by our airs of
religious observance, then not only have we lost
them to our faith, but we have fostered a chillul
Hashem, causing others to look negatively upon the
religion they represent.
I encourage the reader to find a Hebrew equivalent
for the word "sanctimony". But even if such a word
cannot be found, I urge all observant Jews to avoid
sanctimonious behavior.
Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel
Encyclopedia of Jewish Values
The Jewish View of Competition
… In traditional sources, the term for competition is
usually associated with the negative traits of jealousy
and hatred, and it depicted as a trait to be avoided…
Rabbeinu Yonah actually writes about two kinds of
competition – the good kind and the bad kind. If a
person is jealous of the good accomplishments of a
friend, and it causes the friend to become angry and
frustrated, this prompts a bad type of competition.
But if the jealousy causes this onlooker to compete
in a way that imitates the success and
accomplishments of the other individual, and it
betters himself or herself as a result, this becomes
good competition. The Midrash makes an astounding
statement that can only be understood in this light. It
says that without jealousy the world could not
possibly survive because then no one would marry or
build a home. What this Midrash is telling us is that
it is the jealousy of another person that provokes an
individual to equal or better the other person’s
accomplishments. This form of jealousy and
competition is very positive, because it helps the
world function better. But if a person’s
competitiveness is inner directed, bringing someone
to hate an opponent, and the goal is to beat the other
person at any cost, then no victory will be truly
satisfying and morally legitimate. However, if the
other person’s attainment pushes a person’s
competitive spirit outward – i.e., to do better and
become better in order to maximize one’s abilities,
then this competition is good. Orchot Tzadikim
demonstrates this idea when he says that hatred
based on a specific incident is tolerable, such as
hatred for a person who stole from you, since if the
situation changes (i.e., the stolen object is returned),
the hatred dissipates. But hatred due to jealousy (i.e.,
the bad form of competition) can never be corrected.
[Excerpt]
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One of the laws in this week’s Parashah is that of the “Nazir,”
introduced with the words: “Ish oh ishah ki yafli” / “A man or a
woman who shall disassociate himself . . .” R’ Avraham ibn Ezra z”l
(1089-1164) observes that the word “Yafli” also can mean: “Who
does wonders.” He explains that a Nazir, who disassociates himself
from wine, is doing something wondrous--unlike the typical person,
who is controlled by the pursuit of pleasure.
One can be a Nazir for as few as 30 days. What is so wondrous
about abstaining from wine for only 30 days? asks R’ Yitzchak Leib
Kirzner z”l (1951-1992; Mashgiach Ruchani of Yeshivat Rabbeinu
Yaakov Yosef in Edison, N.J.). We might be impressed if a person
abstained from all delicacies for 30 days, but from wine alone?!
There is no doubt a Nazir has done something special. A Nazir
is not permitted to come in contact with the dead because, says the
Ba’al Ha’turim, there is a possibility that a Nazir will experience
Ru’ach Ha’kodesh / Divine Inspiration, and we do not want anyone
to suspect that his visions result from necromancy! Also, a Nazir
who completes his term is required to bring a sin-offering to atone,
according to Ramban, for stepping down from his high level. But,
what has a Nazir done that is so special?
R’ Kirzner answers: A human is a partnership between a body
and a Neshamah / soul. Ideally, the body “understands” that its role
is to be subservient to, and supportive of, the Neshamah. The status
of Nazir is intended for someone who recognizes that the
relationship between his body and Neshamah is not as it should be,
that his body has become a priority. It is not that abstaining from
wine for 30 days is so impressive; it is the fact that this person came
to the recognition that some action is needed to fix the bodyNeshamah relationship that is impressive. A person who can
recognize that fact, which too few people do, is on the road toward
achieving Ru’ach Ha’kodesh. (Ma’oz La’tam)

Shemittah
For the next several weeks, we will focus on connections between
Shabbat--the Sabbath Day--and Shemittah--the Sabbath Year.
R’ Aryeh Leib Hakohen Shapira shlita (Menahel Ruchani of the
Ponovezh Yeshiva in Bnei Brak, Israel) writes: At first glance, one might
think that Shabbat of Creation (Shabbat) and Shabbat of the Land
(Shemittah) are unrelated observances. However, the Midrash Mechilta
(quoted by Rashi z”l to Shmot 23:12) teaches us otherwise.
We read (Shmot 23:10-12), “Six years shall you sow your land and
gather in its produce. And, in the seventh, you shall leave it untended and
unharvested, and the destitute of your people shall eat, . . . so shall you do
to your vineyard and your olive grove. Six days shall you accomplish your
activities, and on the seventh day you shall desist . . .” Why is Shabbat
mentioned in juxtaposition to Shemittah? Answers the Midrash: To teach
that, even in a Shemittah year, Shabbat is not uprooted--i.e., one should not
say, “Since the entire year is called ‘Shabbat,’ the Shabbat of Creation need
not be observed.” [Until here from the Midrash]
R’ Shapira observes: If one even could entertain the idea that Shemittah
takes the place of the weekly Shabbat--such that the Midrash must teach
that it does not--they must have a great deal in common. [We will explore
that commonality in this space beginning this week.]
(Chazon L’mo’ed: Ha’Shabbat Ve’shabbat Ha’aretz p.27)

The anonymous sage known only as “a Levi from Barcelona” (Spain;
13th century) writes: Among the foundations of this Mitzvah [Shemittah] is
to establish in our hearts and implant firmly in our minds the fact that the
world has a Creator. “For in six days Hashem made the heavens and the
earth” (Shmot 20:11), and on the seventh day He did not create anything.
Rather, He wrote about Himself that He “rested,” so-to-speak. In order to
uproot from our thoughts the idea that the world has always existed, we
count six years and rest in the seventh year, just as we do with regard to
the days. This reminds us that it is not because of nature that the Earth
produces fruit, but rather because the world has a Master.
(Sefer Ha’chinuch: Mitzvah 84)

Hamaayan / The Torah Spring
10815 Meadowhill Road, Silver Spring, MD 20901 / 301-593-2272
Send e-mail to: TheTorahSpring@gmail.com
Back issues at: www.TheTorahSpring.org
Donations to Hamaayan are tax deductible.

3
“Speak to Aharon and his sons, saying, ‘So shall you bless Bnei
Yisrael, saying to them’.” (6:23)
Before the Kohanim bless the congregation, they recite a Berachah, just
as we do before performing many Mitzvot (Tzitzit, Tefilin, Sukkah, Lulav, etc.).
This Berachah is unique, however, for it ends with the words: “And He
commanded us to bless His people, Yisrael, with love.”
Where, asks R’ David Cohen shlita (Rosh Yeshiva of the Chevron Yeshiva
in Yerushalayim), does the Torah command the Kohanim to bless Bnei Yisrael
“with love”? He explains:
R’ Moshe ben Nachman z”l (Ramban; 1194-1270; Spain and Eretz Yisrael)
asks: Why did our Matriarch Rivka not tell her husband Yitzchak that a
prophet had told her that Yaakov, not Esav, should get Yitzchak’s blessings?
Ramban answers: Even if Yitzchak had known the truth, since he loved Esav,
he might have decided not to bless Yaakov; rather, he might have decided to
leave the blessing for G-d to give to whomever He wished. On the other hand,
if Yitzchak blessed Yaakov, thinking that he was blessing Esav, he would
deliver the blessing with his whole heart, i.e., with sincere feelings. [Until
here from Ramban]
We learn from Ramban’s explanation, R’ Cohen writes, that a blessing
that is not given with one’s whole heart is not effective. Apparently, R’ Cohen
continues, an effective blessing must be more than words--it must be
accompanied by a real desire to bestow blessing on the recipient.
R’ Cohen adds: This seemingly is what Rashi z”l means when he
comments on our verse, “You shall not bless them hurriedly and hastily, but
devoutly and with a whole heart.” If so, R’ Cohen concludes, then our verse,
as understood by Rashi, is the source of the requirement that the Kohanim
bless the Jewish People “with love.”
(Lekach David)
“May Hashem bless you and safeguard you. May Hashem illuminate
His countenance for you and be gracious to you. May Hashem lift His
countenance to you and establish peace for you.” (6:24-26)
R’ Shlomo Zalman Ulman z”l (1792-1863; Hungary) notes that all of the
Priestly Blessings are phrased in the singular, addressed to each individual
separately. How then can the last blessing speak of peace? Isn’t peace
a collective concept--peace between nations, between neighbors, etc.?
He explains: A Jew is commanded (Devarim 6:5) to love Hashem with all
his heart and with all his soul. But man has other interests, and his organs
are at war with each other. Some want to love and serve Hashem, while
others may not. How can man win this war? Our Sages teach that one who
wants to purify himself receives Divine assistance. This is the meaning of the
blessing that the Kohanim utter: “May G-d establish peace for you,” i.e.,within
you.
(Quoted in Otzrotaihem Shel Tzaddikim)
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“Speak to Bnei Yisrael and say to them, “A man or woman who shall
dissociate himself by taking a Nazirite vow of abstinence [from wine] for
the sake of Hashem’.” (6:2)
Rashi z”l writes: Why does the section of the Parashah dealing with the
Nazirite follow immediately after the section dealing with the Sotah / a
woman who is suspected of adultery? To teach that he who has once seen a
Sotah in her disgrace should abstain from wine, because wine may lead to
adultery. [Until here from Rashi]
R’ Yitzchak Leib Kirzner z”l (see front page) asks: To the contrary! One
who sees the disgrace of the Sotah should not need any further motivation to
behave properly!
He explains: Although we know in the abstract that there are sinners and
that they will be punished, actually meeting a person who has committed a
serious sin can have a negative impact on a person. (R’ Kirzner writes that
there are many proofs to this idea in Tanach, but that they are beyond the
scope of his discussion.)
Additionally, if Hashem has arranged that a certain person will be in the
Bet Hamikdash at the very moment when the Sotah is disgraced, it is a sign
that Hashem wants that person to act on this “coincidence.”
Lastly, when a person has a significant experience, he should not let it
pass without sanctifying himself in some way in order to preserve the feelings
he experienced in the moment.
(Ma’oz La’tam)
“Speak to Aharon and his sons, saying, ‘So shall you bless Bnei
Yisrael . . .’ Let them place My Name upon Bnei Yisrael, and I shall bless
them.” (6:23, 27)
The Gemara (Chullin 49a) states: The verse, “So shall you bless Bnei
Yisrael,” teaches that the Kohanim should bless the people. But, it does not
include a blessing for the Kohanim. When the later verse says, “And I shall
bless them,” we learn: “The Kohanim should bless Yisrael, and Hashem will
bless the Kohanim.”
R’ Moshe Shmuel Glasner z”l (1856-1924; rabbi of Klausenberg/Cluj,
Romania) asks: The Kohanim did not own land; rather, they were supported
by the various Matnot Kehunah / gifts that the Torah requires Yisra’elim and
Levi’im to give to the Kohanim. Therefore, when the Kohanim bless Yisrael
with financial success, G-d’s favor, and with peace, which is what the Birkat
Kohanim / Priestly Blessing addresses, the Kohanim will necessarily enjoy the
fruits of that blessing as well. Why, then, does the Gemara say that the
blessing does not benefit the Kohanim?
He answers: Kohanim require another blessing as well, a blessing that
they will succeed in their Torah studies and merit the Torah’s true light so
that they will succeed in their role of guiding the Jewish People. That is the
blessing about which the Gemara is inquiring.
(Dor Revi’i)
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KNESSET ADVANCES OPPOSITION BILL, IN LATEST DEFEAT TO
BENNETT GOVERNMENT (Ha’aretz 6/8/22)
A bill put forward by the opposition to raise the minimum wage in Israel
passed a preliminary vote on Wednesday, the latest sign of trouble for the
fractured governing coalition.
Members of the United Arab List, a coalition partner, backed the bill, while
Meretz and Labor – whose member co-sponsored the bill – were absent, so
as not to vote against, as coalition heads demanded. Yesh Atid and New
Hope argued that coalition members leaving the floor violated the coalition's
discipline.
The bill, which still needs to pass three more votes to become law, stipulates
that the minimum wage will to be raised to 7,440 shekels (about $2,240) per
month and 40 shekels ($12) per hour.
Deputy Minister Abir Kara said on behalf of the government: “Raising the
minimum wage as you propose would harm the weakest people in Israeli
society. Minimum wage has harmful impacts on the economy. In developed
countries in the world which we wish to resemble, the main principle is that
where there is a trade union there is no government [involved], there are
deals between employer and employee.” He argued that “your cooperation
should for the sake of increasing competition. You’re lobbyists for the high
cost of living. You do everything to prevent prices from dropping. If people
are pushed out of the employment market, it will be because of this bill.”
“The government now would find it very difficult to manage the ongoing
affairs of state, let alone instigate and initiate major reforms and so on,” said
Yohanan Plesner, president of the Israel Democracy Institute, an Israeli think
tank. “In this respect, it’s a missing government, it’s a very problematic
situation for the government.”
LIKUD OFFERS A 'REALISTIC PLACE' ON THEIR SLATE, ORBACH
WAVERS (Arutz-7 6/9/22)
According to yet another media report, this time from Israel Hayom, MK Nir
Orbach has in recent days been reaching out to the opposition Likud party,
with the aim of averting new elections and forming a new government within
the current Knesset.
Orbach has allegedly been in contact with Likud MK Yariv Levin, and the
latest offer on the table is a realistic spot on the Likud's list in the upcoming
elections, whenever they may be, in return for tipping the balance and
causing the dissolution of the current coalition.
The Likud party is apparently not entirely convinced that Orbach will ultimate-

aly leave the coalition, but all the same, negotiations are being conducted
with seriousness and intensity ever since the Judea & Samaria bill failed to
pass the Knesset this Monday.
Orbach is hoping for a situation in which his decision to bolt is followed by
renewed pressure on the New Hope and Yamina parties to follow suit and
enable the establishment of a truly right-wing government.
Orbach is still hedging his bets, however. In closed conversations with the
Prime Minister, he indicated to Bennett that his main issue with the coalition
was the presences within it of Meretz MK Ghaida Rinawie Zoabi and Ra'am
MK Mazen Ghanaim, who both voted against the government this week,
causing the Judea & Samaria law to fall. Bennett promised to do what he
could to create a situation in which the two would resign their seats, and
asked Orbach for more time to achieve this.
UKRAINE TO ISRAEL: SELL US IRON DOME (Israel Hayom 6/7/22)
Ukraine's ambassador is urging Israel to sell its Iron Dome rocket
interception system and provide anti-tank missiles to defend civilians against
Russia's invasion.
Yevgen Korniychuk on Tuesday stopped short of accusing Israel of blocking
the sale of the missile defense system. But he wants the Israeli government
to back up its verbal support for Ukraine with military assistance. At a news
conference in Tel Aviv, he said Ukraine wants to buy the Iron Dome system,
contending that the United States would not oppose such a sale.
The United States has been financially supporting Israel's Iron Dome for
about a decade, providing about $1.6 billion for its production and
maintenance, according to the Congressional Research Service. The system
is designed to intercept and destroy short-range rockets fired into Israel.
Korniychuk also said Israel last week declined a US request for Germany to
Israel Report is a Student Publication of
Yeshiva University High School for Boys
Jack Warren, Editor-in-Chief
Noam Ben Simon, Tzvi Bromberg, Yonah Josse, Noam Schechter, Ari Schick, editors
We are proud to be distributed by these institutions, though they do not necessarily support or condone
any of the material published:
Anshei Chesed Cong., Boynton Beach, FL
Hillel at Baruch College
Anshe Emuna Cong. Delray Beach, FL
Hillel at California State University - Long Beach
Bergen County High School of Jewish Studies
Hillel at Columbia University
Boca Raton Synagogue, FL
Hillel at Johns Hopkins University
Carmel School, Hong Kong
Hillel at University of Maryland
Cong. Agudath Achim, Bradley Beach, NJ
Hillel at Yale University
Cong. Ahavas Achim, Highland Park, NJ
Hillel High School, Deal NJ
Cong. Ahavath Achim, Fairfield, CT
Jewish Center of Teaneck, NJ
Cong. Anshe Shalom, Jamaica Estates, NY
Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi, Cedarhurst, NY
Cong. Anshe Sholom, New Rochelle, NY
Kemp Mill Synagogue, Silver Spring, MD
Cong. Beth Aaron, Teaneck, NJ
Mizrachi Shul, Johannesburg, SA
Cong. Beth Shalom, Monroe Twp, NJ
North Shore Hebrew Academy HS, NY
Cong. BIAV, Overland Park, KS
Suburban Orthodox, Baltimore, MD
Cong. Bnai Yeshurun, Teaneck, NJ
Suburban Torah Center, Livingston, NJ
Cong. Brothers of Israel, Long Branch, NJ
Temple Emanuel of Pascack Valley, NJ
Cong. Etz Ahaim, Highland Park, NJ
The Learning Shul, Columbia, SC
Cong. Ohav Emeth, Highland Park, NJ
Woodsburgh, NY Minyan
Cong. Ohr Torah, Edison, NJ
Young Israel Bet Tefilah of Aberdeen, NJ
Cong. Rinat Yisrael, Teaneck, NJ
Young Israel of Brookline, MA
Cong. Shomrei Torah, Fair Lawn, NJ
Young Israel of East Brunswick, NJ
Cong. Sons of Israel, Allentown, PA
Young Israel of Fort Lee, NJ
Cong. Zichron Mordechai, Teaneck, NJ
Young Israel of Hancock Park, CA
Cong. Zichron R. M. Feinstein, Brooklyn, NY
Young Israel of Holliswood, NY
Delray Orthodox Synagogue, Delray Beach, FL
Young Israel of Houston, TX
East Denver Orthodox Synagogue, CO
Young Israel of New Hyde Park, NY
East Hill Synagogue, Englewood, NJ
Young Israel of North Woodmere, NY
Flatbush Park Jewish Center, Mill Basin, NY
Young Israel of New Rochelle, NY
Harvard University Library
Young Israel of Sharon, MA
Hebrew Academy of Long Beach, NY
YI Shomrai Emunah, Silver Spring, MD
We encourage our readers to subscribe to our sources on the internet. For more information or to
subscribe by e-mail, reach us at murray.sragow@gmail.com

deliver Israeli-licensed "Spike" anti-tank missiles to Ukraine.
Israel has limited its support for Ukraine to humanitarian aid and was the only
country operating a field hospital inside the country earlier in the year. Israel
fears helping Ukraine militarily would inflame Russia, which has a military
presence in neighboring Syria. Israel, which carries out frequent strikes on
enemy targets in Syria, relies on Russia for security coordination.
The Israeli Defense Ministry had no comment.
LIBERIA TO OPEN OFFICIAL OFFICE IN JERUSALEM (YNet 6/8/22)
Liberia announced on Wednesday it will open an official office in Jerusalem
that will serve as a precursor to a full-fledged embassy in the future.
This makes the West African nation the fifth country to open a mission in the
Israeli capital after the U.S, Guatemala, Kosovo, and Honduras.
Despite its relatively humble population size of around 5 million people,
Jerusalem considers Monrovia an important actor on the multilateral stage
that has been consistently standing alongside Israel in recent years, both at
the United Nations and the African Union.
An official delegation from Liberia met with Deputy Foreign Minister Idan Roll
and President Isaac Herzog, to whom they submitted a formal letter
announcing their intention to open an official trade office in the city.
The Liberians said they will finalize a request for a location in Jerusalem
within a few weeks and that they wish to advance the move at full speed.
Liberia also requested aid from Israel in agriculture, water management, and
tourism.
After the meeting, Roll said that "Liberia is a true friend of the State of Israel
and opening an official Liberian office in Jerusalem, the capital of Israel, is
good news for the relations between the two countries."
"Liberia is a loyal supporter of Israel at the United Nations and we are happy
to deepen diplomatic ties with it. We will continue to act so that as many
countries as possible open their missions in Jerusalem, where they belong.
Welcome, Liberia!"
THAW BETWEEN ISRAEL-TUNISIA IN THE WORKS, ALGERIA
REPORTEDLY TRYING TO DERAIL EFFORT (Israel Hayom 6/8/22)
Tunisia and Israel have been exploring the possibility of establishing closer
ties despite efforts to derail this thaw in relations by Tunisian and Algerian
entities.
According to a diplomatic official who spoke with Israel Hayom, "expanding
the sphere of countries that have ties with Israel has been a consistent Israeli
goal, but it is also true that Algeria is still showing a hostile attitude [toward
this effort]."
A report in the Arab-language international paper Rai Al-Youm, Tunisian
President Kais Saied seeks to move close to Israel but "Algeria is blocking
the country from falling into the normalization process." The report further
said that Tunisia fears that embracing Israel would adversely affect its
various commercial and financial interests in Algeria.
Tunisia and Israel had partial diplomatic relations in the 1990s as a result of
the Oslo Accords, but the Tunisian diplomatic mission in Israel was shut
down after the collapse of the peace process at the turn of the century.
However, the current president has allowed Israelis to visit the country.
ISRAEL REJECTED US PROPOSAL FOR SUMMIT WITH PA (Arutz-7
6/9/22)
Israel last week rejected a proposal by the Biden administration to hold a
high-level summit with the Palestinian Authority, three Israeli officials told
Barak Ravid of Axios on Wednesday.
According to the report, during a meeting in Washington last week with
Israel’s national security adviser Eyal Hulata, Deputy Secretary of State
Wendy Sherman raised the possibility of holding a five-way summit
between Israel, the PA, the US, Egypt and Jordan.
According to the Israeli officials, Sherman proposed the summit of foreign
ministers could take place in Washington or in the region.
Hulata said that the Israeli government thinks the conditions on both sides
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are not ripe for such an initiative and stressed Israel isn't interested in a
photo-op that ends with nothing and results in an "expectation crisis."
“We don’t like this idea. Past experience taught us that such an expectation
crisis could lead to an escalation," a senior Israeli official told Ravid.
A State Department spokesperson said, "We have nothing to announce."
Ravid reported that the idea of holding a high-level meeting between Israel
and Palestinian officials under the auspices of the Biden administration,
Egypt and Jordan had been floated by the White House as early as
December of last year.
For months, Israeli officials didn't give a clear answer about the idea, hoping
that it would just die down, the Israeli officials said.
But when the issue was raised again by Sherman last week, the Israeli
government decided to state its position against it more clearly, the officials
added.
An Israeli official said the government doesn’t understand why the Biden
administration continues to push for this idea since the chances of a summit
happening are extremely low.
The Israel-PA peace process has been not advanced in several years. Past
efforts under the Obama administration to broker a peace agreement failed in
2014 when the PA unilaterally applied to join international organizations in
breach of the conditions of the talks.
The Trump administration did not push the sides to talk, with Trump instead
unveiling his so-called “Deal of the Century” peace plan. PA chairman
Mahmoud Abbas was quick to reject the plan, saying it would be relegated to
the "dustbin of history."
The Biden administration has renewed ties with the PA and had been crafting
a plan aimed at “resetting” US ties with the PA.
In one move, the Biden administration announced it intends to resume aid to
UNRWA as well as other aid to the PA which was suspended by the Trump
administration.
Senior US and PA officials recently met virtually to renew the US-Palestinian
Economic Dialogue for the first time in five years.
HEZBOLLAH SAYS READY TO ACT WITH 'FORCE' AGAINST ISRAEL
OVER WATER RIGHTS DISPUTE (Ha’aretz 6/6/22)
Hezbollah is ready to take action "including force" against Israeli gas
operations in disputed waters once the Lebanese government adopts a
clearer policy, the heavily armed movement's deputy leader told Reuters on
Monday.
Sheikh Naim Qassem's comments came a day after a vessel operated by
London-based Energean (ENGO.L) arrived off the coast to develop a gas
field known as Karish.
Israel says the field is part of its exclusive economic zone while Lebanon has
begun to claim it lies within its territory.
Lebanon's president and premier in statements both warned Israel against
operations in Karish, prompting fears of a violent escalation over the issue.
Hezbollah, which possesses an arsenal which some experts say rivals that of
the Lebanese army, said on Monday it would act only if Lebanon's
government formally accuses Israel of violating maritime rights.
"When the Lebanese state says that the Israelis are assaulting our waters
and our oil, then we are ready to do our part in terms of pressure, deterrence
and use of appropriate means - including force," Qassem said.
"The issue requires a decisive decision from the Lebanese state," he added,
saying that Hezbollah "urged the government to hurry up, to set a deadline
for itself".
Qassem said the Iran-backed group would act "no matter the responses"
even if it led to a broader conflict.
Lebanon said on Monday it would invite a U.S. mediator to Beirut to resume
indirect negotiations with Israel over the disputed maritime boundaries, which
have been stalled since last year.
Beirut is hoping to reach an agreement that could then help it unlock valuable
gas reserves to ease its worst-ever financial crisis.
In late May, Lebanon's cabinet passed a long-awaited recovery roadmap,

despite objections by Hezbollah ministers.
On Monday, Qassem hinted that a fresh plan would have to be negotiated
since Lebanon's parliamentary elections last month had triggered a new
government formation process.
Hezbollah and its allies lost the parliamentary majority in the vote, but have
retained control over the roles of parliament speaker and deputy speaker.
"The most important step that we must take as soon as possible is forming a
government, because the country without a government will collapse towards
an even worse situation," he said.
He declined to comment on whether Hezbollah would approve a new term for
caretaker premier Najib Mikati or if it had suggested names as a successor to
President Michel Aoun, a key ally of Hezbollah whose term ends in late
October.
Qassem said the next priority would be focusing on financial recovery. While
Hezbollah has expressed skepticism about Lebanon's preliminary relief
agreement with the International Monetary Fund, he said such a deal was a
"necessary bridge" to access other funding.
ISRAEL ‘PREPARED TO DEFEND’ KARISH GAS RIG AFTER LEBANON
THREATS (JPost 6/8/22)
Israel is prepared to defend the Karish gas reservoir and rig, which is entirely
in Israeli territory, Defense Minister Benny Gantz, Foreign Minister Yair Lapid
and Energy Minister Karin Elharrar warned on Wednesday, days after
Lebanon threatened Israel over it.
“The State of Israel prioritizes the protection of its strategic assets, and is
prepared to defend them and the security of its infrastructure, all in
accordance with its rights,” the statement reads.
The ministers specified that Karish is an Israeli strategic asset “intended to
extract the energy resources and natural gas in the State of Israel’s
Economic Zone and to advance Israel’s green economy.”
“With its anchoring, the rig is located in Israeli territory, several kilometers
south of the area over which negotiations are being conducted between the
State of Israel and the Republic of Lebanon, mediated by the United States,”
they added. “The rig will not pump gas from the disputed territory.”
Energean hooked up a production ship to the Karish gas field, about 80 km.
(50 miles) west of Haifa on Sunday.
Lebanese President Michel Aoun claimed that the vessel entered “the
disputed maritime area with Israel... [and] any action or activity in the
disputed area represents a provocation and an aggressive action.”
The Karish reservoir is south of a triangular area of the Mediterranean Sea
that has been subject to a dispute between Israel and Lebanon, starting at
the countries’ land border, which would make up about 2% of Israel’s
economic waters. Israel and Lebanon submitted maps with their claims to the
UN in 2011. In late 2020, the countries entered negotiations on the disputed
area, indirectly because the Lebanese government refused to hold direct
talks with Israel.
Lebanon sharply increased its demands after four rounds of US-mediated
talks, almost tripling the disputed area from 869 sq.-km. to 2,300 sq.-km., to
include the northern end of the Karish natural gas field, but never submitted
its proposal to the UN, making Lebanon’s demand unofficial in Israel’s view.
The Israeli ministers called on Lebanon “to accelerate negotiations on the
maritime border.
“Locating gas-based energy sources can greatly assist Lebanon’s economy
and its citizens, and it is in the interest of Lebanon to advance the dialogue
on this matter. We hope that this will occur,” they stated.
US Special Envoy for International Energy Affairs Amos Hochstein is set to
visit Beirut next week to discuss the maritime border dispute, Lebanese
Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri said on Tuesday, according to local media,
though the State Department declined to confirm the report.
Energean said on Monday that it plans to “immediately commence hook-up
and commissioning operations” at Karish, and start to deliver gas from the
reservoir in the third quarter of this year.
The progress on Karish comes as Israel has been negotiating with the
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European Union to export gas to Europe via Egypt, following sanctions on
Russia over its war against Ukraine. Israel has been preparing to double its
export capacity in the coming years.
ISRAEL'S AMBASSADOR TO UN ELECTED VICE PRESIDENT OF UN
GENERAL ASSEMBLY (JPost 6/7/22)
Israel’s ambassador to the United Nations, Gilad Erdan, was elected as a
vice president of the UN General Assembly on Tuesday. Erdan will assume
the position for a year beginning with the convening of the GA in September.
He will chair General Assembly meetings, and take part in setting the agenda
for GA deliberations.
“I am proud of the right to represent Israel in a position that is at the heart of
what is happening at the UN, and I will also act through it to combat the
existing discrimination in the UN against Israel,” said Erdan. “This is an
important victory, which will give us another platform to present the truth
about Israel and its contribution to the world, despite the ongoing attempts of
the Palestinians and hostile countries at the UN to act against us.
“This achievement joins a series of important achievements that Israel has
made at the UN in recent years, along with a clear message to our enemies
that they will not prevent us from integrating into key positions at the UN and
in the international arena and increasing our influence.”
The appointment of Erdan comes after Israel was elected for the first time to
serve as a member of the UN Economic and Social Council, and Israeli
Odelia Fitoussi was elected to serve in the UN Committee of Experts on
Disability.
JERUSALEM 20TH PRIDE PARADE SETS OUT AMID SECURITY
CONCERNS (YNet 6/2/22)
More than 7,000 people gathered at the city's Liberty Bell Park for a
happening before setting out on the parade under heavy police protection
after threats were sent via social media to organizers. Roads leading to the
parade route were closed, hours before it was set to begin.
Knesset Speaker Mickey Levy was also participating in the parade to support
the LGBTQ community which has come under threats of violence.
"I was shocked to the core of my being by the heinous calls for murder and
foul words targeted at the LGBT community, incitement that has already led
to murder in the past,"
After the 2015 murder of Shira Banki, a high school student and the
wounding of six others during the pride parade, by an ultra-Orthodox settler,
the police said they were taking all necessary precautions to ensure the
safety of participants.
Police detectives apprehended two men in their 20s, who had tear gas, bats
and gloves in their car, suspected of intent to attack participants in the
parade.
On Wednesday, the police said that they had arrested a man suspected of
sending threats to the producer of the event and to Labor legislator Gilad
Kariv.
The parade will end at the municipal Independence Park where musical
performances will begin. Banki's father is also set to address the crowd.
Dozens gathered outside the park to protest the event, including recist
Lehava movement leader Benzion Gophstein, carrying signs reading
"Jerusalem is not Sodom" and "Don't let them have children."
ISRAELI PARA-TAEKWONDO ATHLETE WINS GRAND PRIX SILVER
(Israel Hayom 6/7/22)
Para-Taekwondo world champion Assaf Yasur continued to establish his
status as one of the best fighters in the world on Monday, winning the silver
medal at the Sofia Grand Prix.
Yasur, 20, who competes in the under 58-kilogram category, defeated
French rival Bopha Kong, a three-time world champion, 8:5, in the semifinals
before losing to reigning world champion Ali Can Ozcan of Turkey 36:24.
Yasur won the gold medal in the 2021 World Para-Taekwondo
Championships in Istanbul, Turkey.

DEAD SEA WATER PUMP HALTED DUE TO ENVIRONMENTAL HARM
(Ha’aretz 6/7/22)
Dead Sea Works has stopped pumping water from the Dead Sea into its
industrial ponds after water from a canal feeding the ponds seeped into the
surrounding soil and harmed local flora, parent company Israel Chemicals
said on Monday.
Built with the aim of reducing harm to the environment, the canal and a new
pumping station had begun full operations early last month.
But last week, Dead Sea Works reported that high-salinity water from the
Dead Sea was seeping out of the canal into the surrounding soil and had
spread to broad areas of the Tze’elim Stream delta. Even though the new
canal was supposed to be subject to strict monitoring, it took a month for the
leak to first be detected.
The source of the leak is not yet clear, but the Nature and Parks Authority
believes that it is due to improper sealing of the canal bed. The Tze’elim
delta boasts a rich variety of flora and fauna.
The Environmental Protection Ministry, which has begun looking into the
leak, will have to examine, among other things, whether Dead Sea Works
reported the problem in a timely manner and whether all possible measures
were taken to prevent it. Among other things, the ministry will examine the
reports the company had been making to a monitoring committee established
after the canal was opened.
Israel Chemicals defended its handling of the incident. “Upon preliminary
identification of the incident, it was immediately reported to the authorities as
per regulations,” it said in a statement on Monday.
“The company has honored all the relevant conditions and permits and is
conducting field tests with complete transparency vis a vis the authorities as
to the causes behind the increased seepage of seawater. The company
accepts complete responsibility for treating and restoring the area, and has
stopped using this part of the canal, while looking into steps to prevent
recurrence of this phenomenon.”
ICL said it was now looking into the possibility of using its old canal and
pumping station until the source of the issue is identified and solved.
IS ISRAEL IGNORING JEWISH TERRORISTS? (Einav Schiff, YNet 6/4/22)
Exactly a week ago, a security incident took place in a coffee shop in the
West Bank, where a group of Palestinian men were attacked.
Although no injuries were reported, security footage showed that
considerable damage was inflicted on the premises, while customers were
seen fleeing the café.
No one appears to have been arrested in connection to the assault so far,
and it is unclear whether an investigation has even been launches. Since the
attack took place in the village of Huwara, it likely holds little significance for
authorities, as if to say: nothing to see here.
In reporting on the incident, Ynet journalist Yossi Yehushua wrote that in the
10 days leading up to the incident, no less than 40 attacks carried out by
Jewish extremists occurred all over the West Bank - an average of four per
day.
Regardless of the seriousness of these incidents, some limited to graffiti on
the walls of Palestinian homes and businesses, and some meant to cause
bodily harm - their skyrocketing numbers is cause for concern.
But not only Palestinians are targeted, some of the assaults are aimed
against IDF forces.
If those numbers are accurate, it would appear that not only Palestinians are
behind efforts to ignite the West Bank, which already suffers from increased
tension.
Jewish terror is nothing new, but considering the political climate, such
violence should have prompted immediate action from the government and
even more so, from the security agencies, the IDF and the police.
Even the Israeli media should have seen the need to report on the rise of
attacks carried out by Jews - especially after it has finally began reporting on
the violence in the Arab sector, another arena that has been ignored.
The attack on the coffee shop in Huwara did not result in fatalities. The
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victims of the assault will not demand government action or call for justice
to be served. Because it happened in Huwara, where it is not customary to
shout "Governance!" every two hours.
I'm not saying that Jewish terror is the reason to turn a blind eye on
Palestinian violence perpetuated against residents of Israeli settlements, the
military or the police. But, Israel's refusal to recognize events carried out by
Jews in the West Bank is an unacceptable folly, although not entirely
surprising after 55 years of occupation.
Ignoring such assaults, minimizing their importance and the prevalent 'what
about' isms add wind in the sails of extremists and allows this kind of
behavior to continue.
So much so that even calling out its shameful manifestation seems a waste
of time, and all that is left is to caution against the outbreak of the next
intifada.
RA'AM'S HISTORIC FAILURE (Jalal Bana, Israel Hayom 6/8/22)
There are those who would describe what happened in the Knesset as a
watershed moment, and a preview of things to come. If the government does
not dissolve soon, the coalition will not be the same.
The necessary move led by Ra'am party leader Mansour Abbas, which saw
an Arab party join an Israeli government for the first time in history, came at
the wrong time and with a problematic Knesset composition.
Both the Jewish majority and the Arab minority are ripe for cooperation in the
opposition but not the coalition, at least according to opinion polls that
indicate a majority of Israelis are uncomfortable with the current framework.
One year after Ra'am parted ways with the Joint Arab List to embark on a
new path in Arab Israeli politics, anyone with eyes in their head can see the
Islamist party has failed, primarily as a result of a lack of understanding or
acceptance from its fellow coalition members. By contrast, the Joint Arab List
will be able to cinch a major achievement if it lends a hand to toppling the
government. If, however, the Likud under Opposition Leader Benjamin
Netanyahu returns to power and Religious Zionism Party head Bezalel
Smortrich and Otzma Yehudit MK Itamar Ben-Gvir are appointed senior
ministers, the Joint Arab List could pay a heavy price.
With Ra'am's failed attempt to join the coalition on one hand and the Joint
Arab List's decision to remain on the opposition bench on the other, the Arab
public could lose faith in its representation in the Knesset, and voting rates
could consequently sink.
Ra'am MK Mazen Ghanaim voted against the government and took down a
law introduced by senior coalition partner Justice Minister Gideon Sa'ar. This
act was symbolic of his deep sense of disappointment with the coalition but
also marked the launch of his campaign for the Sakhnin Municipality. It also
symbolizes the current state of the Ra'am party and the changes taking place
within it. The more time goes by, the more its senior officials speak out
against the move led by Abbas. While this would normally be deemed a
rebellion, things work differently in the Islamist movement. It is already clear
that Abbas will conclude his parliamentary and possibly public career.
Ghanaim has told his close associates that while he does not want to stay in
the Knesset, he cannot withstand the pressure from Abbas. The Ra'am
leader does not want Ghanaim to quit at this stage out of concern the man
who would replace him in the Knesset will publicly oppose Abbas and his
moves in the coalition.
Now that the coalition is on its last legs, Abbas will try to buy time to remain
in the government in the hope the funds promised to him in the coalition
agreement will reach their destination. Moreover, the day will come when
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid will take on the role of prime minister, and from
Abbas' perspective, things will look a little different both in terms of the
personal treatment he receives from the Prime Minister's Office and in terms
of his achievements.
At any rate, should the coalition survive thanks to the Arab Ra'am party or fall
thanks to the Joint Arab List, this will have repercussions for the Arab Israeli
public. We can already see the results in the incitement and defamation
emanating from both camps.

Nasso 5782

Drawing Near
Presented by Rabbi Moshe Sadwin, Kollel Adjunct
From our archives
This is the law of the nazir on the day his vow finishes; he must bring himself to the entrance of
the Tabernacle. (6:13)
Our Parsha discusses the laws of a nazir, a person who accepts upon himself to abstain from wine, from
contact with the dead, as well as to let his hair grow. When the period of his vow finishes, he must bring
various offerings to Hashem. When the verse begins to describe the process of the offerings, it prefaces
the laws by stating that the nazir must bring himself to the entrance of the Mishkan (Tabernacle).
This instruction seems puzzling. The Torah does not preface the laws of the other offerings by stating the
need to first bring oneself to the entrance of the Mishkan. Such a requirement is obvious – the only place
to bring the offerings is in the Mishkan! Why with regards to a nazir does the Torah specifically state that
he should bring himself to the entrance of the Mishkan?
Rabbi Moshe Shternbuch explains that this instruction is not simply to ensure that the nazir is in the right
place to present his offering. Rather, it serves to send a message to the nazir. A nazir is someone who has
lived for a period of time with abstinence and higher purity. Merely being an ascetic, however, is not
enough. The nazir must come closer to Hashem as well. The Torah, therefore, stresses the point that, at
the end of his vow, the nazir must bring himself to the Mishkan – he must come closer to Hashem as a
result of his abstinence. Living on such a level and not drawing nearer to Hashem would be forgetting the
objective of his nazir vow.
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Parsha Riddle

Point to Ponder
Their (the family of Kehas) counting according to their
families were two thousand, seven hundred and fifty.
(4:36)
This is proof that the Aron killed some of the family of Kehas, who
had the job of carrying the Aron. When they were counted from the
age of one month, their number was over eight thousand. Yet, when
they were counted from the age of thirty, there were not even a
third of that… (on the other hand, when they counted the families
of Gershon and Merori, there was not much of a difference between
the two countings). (Bamidbar Rabba 6:7)
At this point. the Aron had yet to be carried. Why would anyone
from the family of Kehas have been killed?

Parashas Naso contains the sotah (a woman who is suspected of having “strayed”
and committed adultery) ritual, which includes the instruction that “The Kohen shall
have the woman stand before Hashem and uncover (u-para) the woman’s head.” (5:18)
This translation (by ArtScroll) of u-para as “uncover” follows the apparent
understanding of the verse by the Talmud, which derives from it the existence of a
Biblical prohibition for a married woman to “go out” with her head uncovered (Kesubos
72a).
Rashi offers two different interpretations of the Talmudic derivation:
1.
“Since we do this to her to disgrace her, measure for measure as she has
done to beautify herself for her paramour, this implies that it is prohibited.”
2.
“Since the Torah writes “u-para,” this implies that at that point, [her head]
was not uncovered. We infer from this that it is not customary for daughters
of Israel to go out with their heads uncovered. This is the main (i.e., correct)
approach.”
R. Moshe Feinstein explains that there is a subtle difference between these two
understandings of the Talmudic derivation. According to the first approach, a married
woman is essentially prohibited to uncover her hair, whereas according to the second
approach, head covering for a married woman is fundamentally rooted in custom, and
it is thus primarily a mitzvah to cover the head rather than a prohibition to uncover
it, although once there is a mitzvah to do so, flouting the mitzvah is indeed prohibited.
R. Moshe rules that there is an important practical ramification of this distinction: a
prohibition may not be violated even if this will entail great financial loss, even if one
will lose “all his money,” whereas a positive mitzvah does not obligate one to lose more
than a fifth of his money. Accordingly, if covering her head will prevent a woman from
obtaining employment and supporting herself and her family, then according to Rashi’s
first approach, she would nevertheless be obligated to cover her head, but according
to his second approach, she would not. R. Moshe therefore concludes that a married
woman, for whom the head covering requirement is Biblical, must be stringent and
cover her head “even if this involves the loss of all her money,” but a widow, for whom
the requirement is merely Rabbinic (and perhaps merely a matter of custom), may be
lenient (Shut. Igros Moshe EH 1:57).

On average, how many marital conflicts did
Aharon HaKohen resolve daily?
Please see next week’s issue for the answer.

Last week’s riddle:
Who flew before the airplane was invented?
Answer: The Kohanim who carried the Aron.

Who Am I?
#1 WHO AM I ?
1. We

were lazy.
2. We were the first.
3. We were the police force.
4. We’re mentioned separately.

#2 WHO AM I ?
1. I

am like Bava Basra.
2. Compare me the Chapter 119
3. My hint is Nachshon’s father.
4. I am for Nasso.
Last Week’s Answers
#1 Degalim/Flags (We were from the funeral, We
were for the camps, We flagged you down, We were
grouped in three.)
#2 Sivan (I contain “weeks”, They arrived on my
head, I am third of ninth, “Did anyone see a van?”)

Four NEW learning options to choose from:

