Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts
May 13 - 14, 2022 - 13 Iyar 5782 - Parshas Emor
Light Candles by 7:54 - Havdalah 8:59

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by Barbara Price and Family to commemorate the 10th Yahrzeit
of Dr. Clifton Price,ז״ל, עקיבא בן אברהם, on the 19th of Iyar and by
Simi & Sammy Franco along with the entire YISE community wishing a  צאתכם לשלוםto Bertha & Jack
Spiro and wishing them much Hatzlacha!

Mazal Tov

• Tzivia Bramson on the birth of a great-granddaughter, Gittel Weinstein, daughter of
Rivki & Yosef Weinstein, and granddaughter of Renee & Mayer Weinstein.
• Aliza Eisenberg and Rachel & Dovid Shteierman on the birth of a grandson and son,
Tzvi Meir.
• Shira & Nate Herzfeld on the birth of a boy. Mazal Tov to siblings Meital, Oren and
Eitan and to the grandparents and extended family.
• Becca & Brett Kugler on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Boaz. Mazal Tov to
grandparents Maddy & Sam Kugler, Nechama & Neal Jacobs and Phyllis & Ralph
Mollerick, great-grandmothers Shonny Kugler and Lorraine Heller, and to siblings and
extended family.
• Sima & Richard Soskin on the graduation of their son-in-law, Jesse Shkedy, from The
Jones Graduate School of Business of Rice University where he earned a Master of
Business Administration degree.

Shabbos Schedule
Minyan locations are listed as B = Belonofsky Sanctuary,
S = Social Hall. LBM = Large Beis Medrash, SBM = Small Beis Medrash, H = The House
Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 7:54, and not before 6:43
• Mincha: 6:25 (Plag, S), 6:55 (B), 7:55 (B), 7:15 (Sephardi, LBM)
Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM), 9:15 (Teen Minyan, H)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:50 (B), 7:45 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 8:59
Divrei Torah:
• 8:45 Main Minyan
Rabbi Rosenbaum
• 9:15 Minyan
Rabbi Postelnek
• Shiur after Mincha
Rabbi Postelnek
Kiddush Sponsors:
• Hashkamah Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by The Zatman Family in commemoration
of the 1st Yahrzeit of Michael’s father, Merton Zatman, Shlomo Meyer Ben Perez, Z”L,
on the 13th of Iyar, Lisa & Joel Straus in commemoration of the 1st Yahrzeit of Joel’s
father, Walter Straus, Yitzchak ben Chaim, Z”L, on the 16th of Iyar, and by Barbara
Price and Family to commemorate the 10th Yahrzeit of Dr. Clifton Price, Akiva Ben
Avraham, Z”L, on the 19th of Iyar.
• 8:45/9:15/Sephardic Minyan/Teen Minyan Kiddush is sponsored by Becca & Brett
Kugler in honor of Boaz’s Bar Mitzvah.

COVID-19 Updates

• The YISE Board has mandated that everyone
16 and older who is medically eligible for an
FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccine must be
fully vaccinated for COVID-19 in order to
enter the Shul building.
• Anyone with any of the following
symptoms should not come to shul: fever of
100.4 degrees or higher, chills, muscle aches,
sore throat, severe cough, headache, nausea or
vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion or
runny nose, or new loss of sense of taste or
smell. If you have tested positive for COVID,
you should follow the CDC guidelines.
• Masks are now optional for adults and
children.
• There are no social distancing requirements in
the YISE building.
• The Shul office is still open, but hours may
vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in
good health and to return our lives to normal as
soon as possible. In protecting each other as we
navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow
stronger as individuals and as a community.

Kiddush Volunteers
Needed!
As we return to a regular schedule of Kiddushes,
volunteers are needed from ALL Minyanim to
help set up and clean up for Kiddushes on
Shabbos morning. Times vary. Let us know when
you are available.
Contact Barbara Price at 301-332-8181.

YISE Programs and Listings

Pre-9:15 Minyan Chabura - A weekly Chabura in the Nesivos Shalom on the Parsha. Delve into the deeper dimensions of the Parsha and Holidays by
learning the Nesivos Shalom’s weekly insights. Begins at 8:55 AM Shabbos mornings in the Social Hall. This Shiur will be given by Rabbi Postelnek.
Pesach Sheini Tisch - Join Rabbi Postelnek for an evening of Niggunim and learning, reflecting on Pesach Sheini. Sunday, May 15, following
Mincha/Maariv, approximately 8:30 PM, in the Social Hall. Refreshments will be served. To sponsor, contact office@yise.org
Shabbos Gemara Shiur - YISE is pleased to announce that we will be resuming the Shabbos morning Gemara Shiur for men following the
Hashkamah Minyan, to be given by Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman. The shiur will begin next Shabbos, May 21, in the Small Beis Medrash.
Celebrate Service to Our Country - Why do Jews decide to serve? A virtual panel of present and past service members explain why they joined,
how their lives changed, and how their lives as Jews were tested and strengthened. Monday, May 30, 6:30 PM on Zoom A. Organized by the YISE
Social Committee. See flyer for details.
Ask the Rabbi - Come join our virtual, interactive monthly program featuring different Halachic topics! This month's topic: Travel. The first 45
minutes is for Shailos submitted in advance and the last 15 minutes is for Q & A. Send in your questions about Travel to: AskTheRabbi@yise.org by
Sunday, May 29. The program will take place on Tuesday, May 31, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM on Zoom A. For more information and to submit questions by
phone or anonymously, contact Miriam Friedman at 301-754-1517 or mfriedman2@yahoo.com To sponsor the program, please contact the YISE
office. See flyer for details.
Shavuos Bakery Sale - 10” cheesecakes (caramel, marble, brownie and lotus - Cholov Yisroel) and 6 pound babka (chocolate, cinnamon, raspberry Pareve) - $40 each. Order by May 25 at https://wp.yise.org/shavuos-bakery Delivery May 29 - June 2. Proceeds to benefit YISE and the YGW class of
2023. For more information, contact ygwseniors2023@gmail.com
Kashrus in the Kitchen - Learn the background and practical laws of Kashrus. Tuesdays, 8:15 PM - 9:00 PM, at the home of David & Tamara
Goodman: 11611 Kemp Mill Road. Given by Rabbi Postelnek. For questions or to join the WhatsApp group, contact Rabbi Postelnek at 571-3400227 or rypostelnek@yise.org Recordings available at https://wp.yise.org/kashrus-kitchen

YISE Programs and Listings (continued)

Rabbi Koss's Jewish History Class will not take place in June because of Shavuos.
12th Yahrzeit of Rav Anemer, ZT”L - Recording of Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mishnayos and remarks at https://wp.yise.org/rav-anemer-yahrzeit-12
Seeing the Hand of Hashem…In History - Presented by the YISE Meaningful Tefilah Project. Next lecture, “Seeing the Hand of Hashem in History,”
with Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz on Sunday, June 12, 10:30 AM on Zoom A. Recordings at wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem See flyer for details.
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical crises. We
are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., contact:
Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org

Thank you to the Shiurim Sponsors
for this Past Week:
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur
• David Jaray in memory of Rabbi Hyatt, Z”L, and in honor
of Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha/Halacha Shiur
• Judy & Louis Morris in memory of Judy’s brother, Rabbi
Raphael Ostrovsky, Harav Rephael Ben Akiva, Z”L, whose
Yahrzeit is the 9th of Iyar.
• Judy & David Marwick, in memory of Howard Katz, Z”L,
on the occasion of his first Yahrzeit and in recognition of his
many contributions, over many years, to YISE and the
broader community.
• Jay Rogal and Debbie Rogal in memory of Jay’s father and
Debbie's grandfather, Amiel Rogal, whose Yahrzeit is 7th of Iyar.

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
• Simi & Sammy Franco wishing a happy belated 60th
birthday to their brother Jerry Rottenberg.

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a
Shiur

During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that
we can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in
good health arrives speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to
offer a number of different remote learning options. These
options are now available for sponsorship on an individual
Shiur or a daily basis.
Sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way
to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships
are also a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone,
while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other
sources of revenue are not available.
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for
sponsorship at $18 (per day):
• Daily Morning (Monday through Friday) Tehillim and
Parsha Shiur
• Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and
Halacha Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group
for Women
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara
Shiur for Men
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
• Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for
Women
• Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday
Morning
2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and
Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The 8:45 and 9:15 Shabbos Drashas are both available for
sponsorship at $54 each.
4. Yom Tov Drasha Sponsorships are $72 each.
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your
support.

Weekday Shiurim

Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list and times, go
to: https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed by a 15minute Shiur on the Parsha. Monday through Friday, 9:30 AM, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed by a 15minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:00 PM, Zoom A, will
not meet on Tuesday, May 17 or on Thursday, May 19.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual selfimprovement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A, will resume Sunday, May 22.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and Fridays, 6:00
AM, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, now
learning Mishlei, Zoom A.
• Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now learning Sefer Shmuel,
Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.
• GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men - Sunday mornings,
9:30 AM breakfast, 9:45 AM Shiurim. Sunday, May 15, grand breakfast
buffet kickoff! See flyer for details.
• Illuminating Inquiries in Halacha - Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel
• Judaism 102: Fundamentals for the Experienced Jew - Rabbi Hillel Shaps
• Navigating Navi: Sefer Yehoshua - Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman
• Parsha Perspectives: An Exploration of Engaging Parsha Topics Rabbi Menachem Winter
• Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays at 10:00
AM, Zoom C.
• GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 8:15 PM
- 9:15 PM. For more info., contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps,
hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.
• For Men:
• Mondays: Rabbi Hillel Shaps - On the Same Page Gemara - in
person in the Social Hall.
• Wednesdays: Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Reading Responsa - Zoom D.
• Thursdays: Rabbi Avraham Sussman - Yesodei Hatorah Gemara
Skills Building - Zoom H.
• For Women - Zoom I
• Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Parsha Journeys.
• SCP (Semichat Chaver Program) - Tuesdays at 8:45 PM. Join the
fastest growing Halacha learning program in the world! Now back in
person at YISE. Register at gwckollel.org/scp
• Rabbi Yehoshua Levy’s Gemara Shiur, Masechet Chulin, Sunday
through Friday, 6:35 AM - 7:20 AM, in the Franco Beit Midrash.
• The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s Shiurim for
men & women, Mondays at 9:00 AM, studying Parashas Hashavua,
Zoom B.
• Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 1:30 PM,
“A Second Look - Stories in the Torah from a Deeper Perspective”,
Zoom E.
• Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, learning
Maseches Bava Kama 9th Perek Merubah. Wednesday evenings, 8:30 PM
on Zoom G.
Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting ID,
or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password:
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019
Zoom B: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613
Zoom C: ID: 978 8156 7874, password RabbiHyatt
Zoom D: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn
Zoom E: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079
Zoom F: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz
Zoom H: ID: 803 356 4156, password Learn
Zoom I: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter

YISE Youth Announcements
Shabbos Groups this Shabbos, May 14, from 10:00 AM until Shul ends. Age 18-36 months (Mommy & me) in the toddler room off the Lower
Lobby. Ages 2-5 years (drop off) in the room behind the balcony. Ages 6-9 years will meet at Shomrai and walk over to the Yeshiva. For more
information, contact Debbie Katz at at dkatz@yise.org
Bat Mitzvah Program - Create a seed mosaic picture. Discuss Ruth and Naomi and their impact on Jewish history. Sunday, May 15, 1:30 PM 3:00 pm in the Social Hall. RSVP by 4/25 to batmitzvahprogram@yise.org Cost: $10 or free if already paid $36. See flyer for details.

Community Programs & Listings

A Time for Unity! - Special speaker series at Chabad of Silver Spring, 519 Lamberton Drive, Shabbos afternoons at 6:30 PM. This week’s speaker will be
Rabbi Brahm Weinberg, Kemp Mill Synagogue.
Tzeischem L’Shalom to Bertha & Jack Spiro, who are moving to Monsey. Everyone is welcome to KMS on Sunday, May 15, after the 8:00 AM
Minyan for some refreshments and a chance to wish Bertha & Jack well.
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, May 18, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at secretary@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671
Zichron Menachem Annual Hair-Raising Event - Get a free haircut and do a Mitzvah at the same time. Thursday, May 19, Lag Ba’Omer, Susan at
Style Salon, 5208 Nicholson Lane, Kensington, 10:00 AM - 1:30 PM. June 7, after Shavuos, Progressions Salon and Spa, 12211 Nebel Street, Rockville,
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM. Be a hero and donate 12 inches or more of your beautiful hair. To make an appointment, email “hair” to zichron@mjbha.org For more
information, go to www.zichron.org
Community-wide Hachnasas Sefer Torah - Sunday, May 22. Line up on the corner of Yeatman Terrace & Kemp Mill Road at 11:00 AM. Come
celebrate the completion of a new Sefer Torah with Yossi & Laura Goldman and family in honor of the Bas Mitzvah of their daughter Kira! Join the
parade and dance the Torah from the Goldman home to Kemp Mill Synagogue. Treats and flags, great music and lots of fun!
Women’s Online Shiur with Rabbi Yehoshua Levy - Free 1-hour shiur on Zoom on the first and third Sundays of each month at 8:30 PM (new time).
Topic: Eishet Hayil, with principles from Mesilat Yesharim and weekly Sidra. In English. All levels of ability are welcome. You needn't attend every
Shiur, but RSVPs are requested. Contact Shiur Coordinator at womensshiur@gmail.com for details.
YGW Kollel Zichron Amram Machshava - Probing Jewish Thought Through the Works of Rav Yitzchak Hutner, ZT”L, with Rabbi Eliyahu
Reingold, Rosh Kollel, Sundays at 8:00 PM on Zoom, Meeting ID: 825 0731 6850, Passcode: 1216613. For more information, contact Rabbi
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392.
Michtav M’Eliyahu: Thought and Perspective of Rav Eliyahu Dessler - Join Rabbi Yosef Musicante as he begins to explore Rav Dessler’s
perspectives on Kabbalas Hatorah - Receiving the Torah! Mondays - 8:30 PM at SEHC, 10900 Lockwood Drive and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 279
256 7843 Password: Learn
Dirshu - Please join Dirshu, which began Bava Metzia on December 20. Shiur options at YGW: Monday - Friday, 5:45 AM (R. Reingold) or
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM (R. Cortell/R. Werner). About 2.5 Daf covered each week.
Parsha Explorations with Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman - Presented by the Greater Washington Community Kollel and Kemp Mill Synagogue,
Sunday evenings, 7:30 PM at KMS and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 655 813 1022, Passcode: 365636. For men and women.
TGN Program: Siddur Class - In-Depth Analysis of the Siddur with Mrs. Esther Dziadek, Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, on
Zoom B. For more information call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennnetwork.org
Help our Senior Neighbors - What if you had to give up your car keys and depend on someone else to get you where you needed to go? This is
happening to more and more of our senior neighbors. Consider volunteering with the Senior Connection to drive seniors to medical appointments,
shopping, etc. Training and liability coverage are provided, and you can set your own volunteering schedule. COVID-19 precautions are followed for
the health of drivers and riders. Contact volunteer@seniorconnectionmc.org, call 301-962-0820 or visit www.seniorconnectionmc.org for more info.
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? IZUN is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching
to help you examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Go to https://getizun.org or email us at barbara@getizun.org
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online weekdays via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone
interested may email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM.
Shabbos in-person 1-1/2 hours before the main YISE Mincha, at the Yeshiva.
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.”
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com

The Week Ahead
Ashkenazi (S, B, B)

Sunday
May 15
6:30, 7:30, 8:45

Monday
May 16
6:15, 6:45, 8:45

Tuesday
May 17
6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Wednesday
May 18
6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Thursday, May 19
Lag B'omer
6:15, 6:45, 8:45

Friday
May 20
6:15, 6:55, 8:45

Shacharis

Sephardi (LBM)

7:30

7:30

7:30

7:30

7:30

7:30

Mincha /
Maariv

Ashkenazi (B)

8:00

8:00

8:00

8:00

8:00

Sephardi (LBM)

7:50

7:50

7:50

7:50

7:50

See Shabbos
schedule

Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 4:20 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 4:55 AM, Latest Netz: 5:56 AM,
Latest Krias Shema: 9:27 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:42 PM, Earliest Shkia: 8:14 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim 9:06 PM

Next Shabbos
May 20 - 21, 2022 - 20 Iyar 5782
Parshas Behar
Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 8:00, but not before 6:48
• Mincha: 6:30 (Plag, S), 7:00 (B), 8:00 (B), 7:15 (Sephardi, LBM)

Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:00 (B), 8:45 (B), 9:15 (S), 8:00 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Mincha: 2:30 (B), 5:00 (B), 7:55 (B), 7:50 (Sephardi, LBM)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 9:06

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, May 18 at 12 Noon
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org
Office Phone: 301-593-4465 Office Fax: 301-593-2330
Eruv line: 301-593-5561 Email: office@yise.org
Website: www.yise.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM,
Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Yale Ginsburg - President
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek - Asst. Rabbi Simi Franco - Office Manager

A Quick Thought on the Parsha from Rabbi Rosenbaum
Emor 5782:
Anticipating Patiently
The following is kindly transcribed by a congregant from the video at
https://wp.yise.org/shabbos
This week’s Parsha mentions the Mitzvah of counting the Omer, Sefira, what so many of us are doing
over these weeks between Pesach and Shavuos. And it’s a very nice Mitzvah counting. It shows an
anticipation for Shavuos. It is such an interesting thing to think about. We don’t do this for other
Mitzvos. This is a remarkably unique Mitzvah, the idea of counting in preparation for a holiday. We
didn’t count in preparation of Pesach, we don’t count for this Mitzvah, we don’t count for that Mitzvah.
Even Shmitah, by the way we are in the Shmitah year now. The Shmitah year is the seventh year of the
cycle. We don’t have a Mitzvah as individuals to count leading up to those years. The Beis Din, the
Rabbinic Court counts, keeps track. It’s an interesting Mitzvah.
Commentators give various ideas as to what the deeper meaning is of the Mitzvah of Sefira. But I want
to share with you an idea written by the Sefer known as the Akaidah. And the Akaidah explains, one of
the ideas that the Akaidah says, is counting to the holiday of the giving of the Torah represents צרעת הווה,
the frustration, the difficulty of the present and תקות עתיד, the yearning, the aspiration for the future. If
we think back to how things must have been, presumably were for the Jewish people after they left
Mitzrayim, after they left Egypt. The whole purpose of leaving was not just to get out of Egypt but to get
somewhere else and the greatest thing that they were supposed to be moving towards was the giving of
the Torah, and it was probably very frustrating. We’re G-d’s chosen people, we are moving towards
something great, but we’re not there yet. I think that frustration is something we can relate to very well
in our lives in all kinds of ways. It could be spiritual things, it could be career things, it could be health
aspects of our life that we really want to get to point B. And we’re even doing what we are supposed to
do. By the way, many times what we’re supposed to do is just be patient. That’s not easy. Maybe you do
one thing and the rest of it has to just click into place.
The Akaidah says that one of the ideas of Sefira is this challenge. That as I have a frustration in my
present that I am not where I want to be, I keep on counting. I keep on yearning for the future, and this
ultimate goal of getting to the holiday of the acceptance of the Torah. I think it is a very powerful lesson
to reflect on. So many times we actually fall apart on both fronts. The frustration is too frustrating, we
don’t have the patience to yearn ahead, so we just give up on the whole thing. Or we don’t set our sights
as high as we once did, because on day one, on day two, on day three, I was excited but to sustain that
long, I can’t wait that long. If it would happen on day four, I’m there. But day 49, I can’t wait that long.
This is a life skill and certainly very relevant for us in so many ways, certainly very relevant for us in our
spirituality. We should be Zoche, as it’s really just weeks now until the acceptance of the Torah, we’re
majority of the way there. We should merit that we should keep on moving towards the acceptance of
the Torah with anticipation and this whole period of Sefiras HaOmer should help us develop this skill of
being patient in the present while still yearning for the future.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!

SUNDAY
Greater Washington
Community Kollel
in conjunction with

Young Israel
Shomrai Emunah

BRUNCH
& LEARN

GRAND BREAKFAST
BUFFET
KICKOFF
!
!
Bagels - Pancakes - Eggs - Coffee & more!
Sunday, May 15 - 9:30am

at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah, 1132 Arcola Ave.
Men's programming - Free of charge

Four new learning options
to choose from !

Judaism 102:

Illuminating
Inquiries in Halacha

Fundamentals for
the experienced Jew

Rabbi Yitzchak Mandel

Rabbi Hillel Shaps

Navigating Navi

Topic
Parsha Perspectives
TBD
An Exploration of engaging

Sefer Yehoshua

Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman

Parsha topics

Rabbi Menachem Winter

For more info please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org or 347-869-9361
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JOIN RABBI POSTELNEK
FOR AN EVENING OF

REFLECTING ON PESACH SHEINI
MAY 15
FOLLOWING MINCHA/MAARIV
APPROXIMATELY 8: 30PM

YISE SOCIAL HALL

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
TO SPONSOR, CONTACT OFFICE@YISE.ORG

ASK the RABBI
Come join our virtual, monthly interactive program featuring
different Halachic topics!

Topic: Travel

The first 45 minutes are for Shailos submitted in advance and the last 15 are for Q & A.
 If I am going on a road trip for several days, how many times do I need to say
Tefillas Haderech?
 How do Davening times work on international flights?
 May I buy a drink from McDonald's on the road?
Send in your questions about Travel to: AskTheRabbi@yise.org by Sunday, May 29.

When: Tuesday, May 31, 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Where: Zoom – Meeting ID: 416-963-9000, Passcode: 492019
For more information and to submit questions by phone or anonymously, contact:

Miriam Friedman at 301-754-1517 or mfriedman2@yahoo.com
To sponsor the program, please contact the YISE office.

CELEBRATE
SERVICE TO OUR
COUNTRY
why do Jews Decide to Serve?
Listen to military personnel, whose services
have spanned several decades and multiple
foreign countries, explain why they joined, how
their lives changed, and how their lives as Jews
were tested and strengthened

MONDAY, MAY 30 - 6:30PM
ZOOM ID: 416 963 9000 - PW: 492019
(To join by phone, dial 301-715-8592 then enter ID and password)

Featuring:
Captain Matthew Burke (USPHS, ret)
Captain Stephen I. Deutsch, MD, Ph.D (USNR, ret)
Lt. Col. Sheldon A. Goldberg, Ph.D (USAF, ret)
Major Yoni Goldstein (USAF)
Senior Master Sgt Scott B. Schlesinger (USAF, ret)
Young Israel Shomrai Emunah Social Committee

Seeing the Hand of Hashem...
In Nature
In History
In Our Own Lives
A lecture series presented by the Meaningful Tefilah Project
at Young Israel Shomrai Emunah.
Co-sponsored by Kemp Mill Synagogue

In Nature

Third lecture:
Sunday, May 8, 10:30 a.m.:
In Biochemistry and Genetics
“’Ma Rabu Maasecha’ at the Submicroscopic Level: How Enzymes Work”
John Golin, Ph.D. (YU and CUA)
With introductory remarks by Rabbi Brahm Weinberg

Prior two nature lectures available online at:
wp.yise.org/hand-of-hashem
“Mesader es hakochavim: Bringing Order Out of Chaos in the Heavens”
Jeremy Schnittman, Ph.D. (NASA)
“The Science Behind Asher Yatzar, the Most Frequently Recited Bracha”
Aaron M. Cypess, M.D., Ph.D., M.M.Sc. (NIH)

In History
COMING: Sunday, June 12 at 10:30 a.m.,
“Seeing the Hand of Hashem in History”
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz, Rav of Kehillat Ohr Somayach,
Senior Lecturer, Yeshivat Ohr Somayach

Go to zoom.com and enter Zoom ID: 416-963-9000
password: 492019
To register and receive reminders,
send your email address to stuartrosenthal@yise.org
To support this year-long series as a sponsor, send your check ($36, $72, $180) made out to YISE
(memo: Meaningful Tefilah) to: YISE, 1132 Arcola Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20902
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Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l
Radical Uncertainty - There is something very
strange about the festival of Succot, of which our
parsha is the primary source. On the one hand, it is
the festival supremely associated with joy. It is the
only festival in our parsha that mentions rejoicing:
“And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God
seven days”. In the Torah as a whole, joy is
mentioned not at all in relation to Rosh Hashanah,
Yom Kippur or Pesach, once in connection with
Shavuot and three times in connection with Succot.
Hence its name: z’man simchatenu, the festival of
our joy.
Yet what it recalls is one of the more negative
elements of the wilderness years: “You shall live in
booths seven days; all citizens in Israel shall live in
booths, so that future generations may know that I
made the Israelites live in booths when I brought
them out of the land of Egypt, I the Lord your God.”
For forty years, the Israelites lived without
permanent homes, often on the move. They were in
the wilderness, in no man’s land, where it is hard to
know what to expect and what dangers lie in wait
along the way. To be sure, the people lived under
Divine protection. But they could never be sure in
advance whether it would be forthcoming and what
form this protection might take. It was a prolonged
period of insecurity.
How then are we to understand the fact that Succot
of all festivals is called z’man simchatenu, the
festival of our joy? It would have made sense to call
Pesach – freedom’s birthday – the festival of joy. It
would have made sense to call Shavuot – the day of
revelation at Sinai – the festival of joy. But why give
that title to a festival that commemorates forty years
of exposure to the heat, cold, wind and rain.
Remembering that, why should we feel joy?
Besides which, what was the miracle? Pesach and
Shavuot recall miracles. But travelling through the
wilderness with only temporary homes was neither
miraculous nor unique. That is what people who
travel through the wilderness do. They must. They
are on a journey. They can only have a temporary
dwelling. In this respect there was nothing special
about the Israelites’ experience.
It was this consideration that led Rabbi Eliezer to
suggest that the succah represents the Clouds of
Glory, ananei kavod, that accompanied the Israelites
during those years, sheltering them from heat and
cold, protecting them from their enemies, and
guiding them on the way. This is a beautiful and
imaginative solution to the problem. It identifies a
miracle and explains why a festival should be
dedicated to remembering it. That is why Rashi and
Ramban take it as the plain sense of the verse.
But it is difficult, nonetheless. A succah looks
nothing like the Clouds of Glory. It would be hard to
imagine anything less like the Clouds of Glory. The
connection between a succah and Clouds of Glory
comes not from the Torah but from the book of
Isaiah, referring not to the past but to the future:
Then the Lord will create over all of Mount Zion
and over those who assemble there a cloud of smoke
by day and a glow of flaming fire by night; over
everything the glory will be a canopy. It will be a
succah for shade from heat by day, and a shelter and
hiding place from the storm and rain.
Rabbi Akiva dissents from Rabbi Eliezer’s view and
says that a succah is what it says it is: a hut, a booth,
a temporary dwelling. What, according to Rabbi

Akiva, was the miracle? There is no way of knowing
the answer. But we can guess.
If a succah represents the Clouds of Glory – the
view of Rabbi Eliezer – then it celebrates God’s
miracle. If it represents nothing other than a succah
itself – Rabbi Akiva’s view – then it celebrates the
human miracle of which Jeremiah spoke when he
said: “Thus said the Lord, “I remember the devotion
of your youth, how as a bride you loved Me and
followed Me in the wilderness, through a land not
sown”.
The Israelites may have complained and rebelled.
But they followed God. They kept going. Like
Abraham and Sarah, they were prepared to journey
into the unknown.
If we understand this to be the miracle, we can infer
a deep truth about faith itself. Faith is not certainty.
Faith is the courage to live with uncertainty. Almost
every phase of the exodus was fraught with
difficulties, real or imagined. That is what makes the
Torah so powerful. It does not pretend that life is any
easier than it is. The road is not straight and the
journey is long. Unexpected things happen. Crises
suddenly appear. It becomes important to embed in a
people’s memory the knowledge that we can handle
the unknown. God is with us, giving us the courage
we need.
Each Succot it is as if God were reminding us: don’t
think you need solid walls to make you feel safe. I
led your ancestors through the desert so that they
would never forget the journey they had to make and
the obstacles they had to overcome to get to this
land. He said, “I made the Israelites live in booths
when I brought them out of the land of Egypt.” In
those booths, fragile and open to the elements, the
Israelites learnt the courage to live with uncertainty.
Other nations told stories that celebrated their
strength. They built palaces and castles as
expressions of invincibility. The Jewish people was
different. They carried with them a story about the
uncertainties and hazards of history. They spoke of
their ancestors’ journey through the wilderness
without homes, houses, protection against the
elements. It is a story of spiritual strength, not
military strength.
Succot is a testament to the Jewish people’s
survival. Even if it loses its land and is cast again
into the wilderness, it will lose neither heart nor
hope. It will remember that it spent its early years as
a nation living in a succah, a temporary dwelling
exposed to the elements. It will know that in the
wilderness, no encampment is permanent. It will
keep travelling until once again it reaches the
promised land: Israel, home.
It is no accident that the Jewish people is the only
one to have survived 2,000 years of exile and
dispersion, its identity intact and energy unabated. It
is the only people who can live in a shack with
leaves as a roof and yet feel surrounded by clouds of
glory. It is the only people who can live in a
temporary dwelling and yet rejoice.
Economist John Kay and former Governor of the
Bank of England Mervyn King published a book,
Radical Uncertainty. In it they make the distinction
between risk, which is calculable, and uncertainty,
which is not. They argue that people have relied too
much on calculations of probability while neglecting
the fact that danger may appear from a completely
unexpected source. The sudden appearance of the
Coronavirus just as their book appeared proved their
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point. People knew there was a possibility of a
pandemic. But no one knew what it would be like,
where it would come from, how rapidly it would
spread, and what toll it would take.
More important than the calculation of probabilities,
they say, is understanding the situation, answering
the question, “What is going on?” This, they say, is
never answered by statistics or predictions but rather
by narrative, by telling a story.
That is exactly what Succot is about. It is a story
about uncertainty. It tells us that we can know
everything else, but we will never know what
tomorrow will bring. Time is a journey across a
wilderness.
On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we pray to be
written into the Book of Life. On Succot we rejoice
because we believe we have received a positive
answer to our prayer. But as we turn to face the
coming year, we acknowledge at the outset that life
is fragile, vulnerable in a dozen different ways. We
do not know what our health will be, what our career
or livelihood will be, or what will happen to society
and to the world. We cannot escape exposure to risk.
That is what life is.
The succah symbolises living with unpredictability.
Succot is the festival of radical uncertainty. But it
places it within the framework of a narrative, exactly
as Kay and King suggest. It tells us that though we
journey through a wilderness, we as a people will
reach our destination. If we see life through the eyes
of faith, we will know we are surrounded by clouds
of glory. Amid uncertainty we will find ourselves
able to rejoice. We need no castles for protection or
palaces for glory. A humble succah will do, for when
we sit within it, we sit beneath what the Zohar calls
“the shade of faith.”
I believe that the experience of leaving the
protection of a house and entering the exposure of
the succah is a way of taming our fear of the
unknown. It says: We have been here before. We are
all travellers on a journey. The Divine Presence is
with us. We need not be afraid. That is a source of
the resilience we need in our interconnected,
hazardous, radically uncertain world.
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb
Like All Other Boys - The custom is fairly prevalent
nowadays, but it was not a common practice thirty
years ago when my friend raised his sons. He would
seek out especially pious rabbis, generally quite
elderly ones, to request that they bless his children.
In keeping with tradition, these rabbis would place a
hand upon the head of the little boy, perhaps quote a
biblical verse or two expressing blessing, and then
say something like, “May he grow up to be a talmid
chacham, an excellent Torah student.” Sometimes,
they would say, “May he grow up to be an ehrliche
yid, a righteous Jew.”
But I will never forget the day that my friend and
his young son encountered Rabbi Israel Gustman, of
blessed memory, and requested a blessing from him.
I will remember that day because my friend came to
me just moments after he received the blessing and
asked me what I thought the old rabbi meant by it.
For, you see, the rabbi gave a blessing which was
unprecedented and unexpected. He did place his
hand upon my friend’s son’s head, and did utter an
To sponsor an issue of Likutei Divrei Torah:
Call Saadia Greenberg 301-649-7350
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appropriate biblical verse. But then he said
something quite puzzling: “May he grow up to be a
boy like all other boys.”
I don’t know why my friend considered me an
expert on rabbinic blessings. And I must confess to
you, dear reader, as I confessed to him, that I hadn’t
a clue as to what the old revered rabbi meant and
why he would deliver such an unusual blessing
instead of a more traditional one. I also must admit
that it took me quite a while until I became
convinced that I understood the meaning of the
rabbi’s mysterious message.
Understanding that message required the knowledge
of a verse in this week’s Torah portion, Emor. It also
required knowing something about Rabbi Gustman’s
tragic life.
The verse to which I refer reads, “You shall not
profane My holy name, that I may be sanctified in
the midst of the Israelite people…” (Leviticus
22:32). This verse is the source text for two opposing
concepts which lie at the core of Jewish belief. One
concept, the negative one, is chillul Hashem, the
profanation of God’s name, behavior which
disgraces the Divine reputation. The opposite
concept is kiddush Hashem, behavior which
sanctifies God’s name and thus brings prestige and
honor to Him.
Before providing illustrations of the types of
behavior that might either profane or sanctify God,
let me give you a brief sketch of Rabbi Gustman’s
biography. He was a brilliant Talmud student in the
yeshiva he attended. As a very young man, he was
betrothed to the daughter of the rabbi of one of the
small suburbs of the great prewar Jewish metropolis
of Vilna. Soon after his marriage, his father-in-law
died, leaving the position of rabbi of that community
to his son-in-law, Rabbi Israel.
The towering rabbinic figure in Vilna in those
immediate prewar years was Rabbi Chaim Ozer
Grodzenski. Rabbi Chaim Ozer was so impressed by
this young man that, despite his age, he included him
in his rabbinic court. Soon afterwards, the war broke
out. Rabbi Gustman managed to survive by hiding in
an array of unimaginable circumstances—in the
forest, in a cave, in a pig pen, and in the abandoned
ghetto of Vilna. In the course of his flight and
evasion of the Nazis, his little son was murdered in
front of his eyes. He would recount the story of how
he witnessed his son’s murder and of how he was
forced to take his dead son’s shoes and sell them for
food.
Rabbi Gustman survived the Holocaust, emigrated
to the United States, and eventually settled in Israel.
There, he lived and taught in a small yeshiva in
Jerusalem and experienced the various wars of those
years. He carefully and compassionately made it his
business to comfort the bereaved parents of fallen
soldiers by sharing with them his grief over his own
fallen son.
He was overheard telling a particular bereaved
father that in a certain sense, his soldier son was
superior to the rabbi’s own son. “Both your boy and
mine,” he said, “sanctified God’s name by their
death. They were both killed because they were
Jews. But in the synagogue in heaven, where they
both reside now, my son is sitting in the pews. Your
son is the shaliach tzibbur, the prayer leader. This is
because my son died as a passive victim, whereas
your son died as a hero, leading a group of soldiers
in defense of our land and our people.”
These two boys performed the mitzvah of kiddush
Hashem by virtue of their death. But that is only one
way to perform that mitzvah. There is another way to
perform the mitzvah of kiddush Hashem, and that is
by sanctifying God’s name not in death, but in life,
by living one’s daily life in a meritorious fashion.
The Talmud, for example, tells us of one great sage
who felt that had he purchased meat in a butcher
store on credit, without paying immediately, he

would be guilty of profaning God’s name. By simply
paying his bills immediately, not allowing anyone to
suspect that he was taking advantage of his
rabbinical position, he was performing the mitzvah
of kiddush Hashem.
The Mishnah in the tractate of Megilah teaches us
that when a Jew simply attends the synagogue and
participates in the recitation of the devarim
shebekedusha, the sacred passages of our liturgy, he
is fulfilling the mitzvah referred to in our verse,
sanctifying God through his prayers.
Thus, there are ways to sanctify God not by
suffering a martyr’s death, but by living an ethical
and spiritual life. The Talmud says that should others
comment favorably on a person’s behavior,
complimenting his parents for having raised him in
the path of the Torah, that person has sanctified and
glorified God’s name.
Now we are in a position to understand the
seemingly strange blessing which Rabbi Gustman
gave my friend’s little boy. “I bless you”, he was
saying, “that you just be like other boys, like boys in
peaceful times. I bless you that you not suffer times
of persecution and that you never need to experience
the battlefield. I bless you that you sanctify God in
your ordinary life, in life and not, God forbid, in
tragic death.”
In his blessing, he envisioned a time when little
boys would not have to grow up to be soldiers and
would not be hunted down and shot as his son was.
He foresaw a time when this boy could be like other
boys, living an ordinary life, full of living acts of
kiddush Hashem.
During the past several weeks, Jewish people have
commemorated the kiddush Hashem of Rabbi
Gustman’s son, a Holocaust victim, by observing
Yom HaShoah. We also commemorated the kiddush
Hashem of the young soldier whose bereaved father
Rabbi Gustman so poignantly consoled by observing
Yom HaZikaron.
We all pray for the time when boys will not be
forced to perform the mitzvah of kiddush Hashem by
giving up their lives, but will be able to do so by
living their lives; a time when “boys will just be like
other boys,” allowed to emerge from their childhood
alive and well, entering adulthood in a world at
peace, able to sanctify God in their faith and in their
noble accomplishments.
R.NachumAmsel: Encyclopedia of Jewish Values
Jewish Attitude to Animals [Excerpt]:
In discussing the sacrifices, the Tora in this week's
Parsha forbids slaughtering a cow or a sheep, along
with its offspring on the very same day. What is the
idea behind this seemingly strange Halacha-Jewish
law? The Tiferet Yehonatan commentary quotes the
famous poet Kalir as explaining that God commanded
this as a measure of mercy for the cow. What is this
mercy? Possibly the greatest torture the Nazis inflicted
was forcing a child to watch his or her parents being
killed, or force parents watch the death of their
children. This is one of the most horrible and painful
experiences a person could go through. In a
comparable manner, the Torah forbids the slaughter of
an animal and its offspring on the same day. Since
animals that were to be slaughtered on a particular day
were all taken together at the same time, the Torah
effectively prevented either the child seeing the parent
killed, or vice versa, by prohibiting slaughter of parent
and offspring on the same day. Can this really be a
reason for this Mitzvah? Do animals really have
feelings and is Judaism sensitive to these feelings?
How does traditional Judaism view animal in general?
One of the ways in which man knows how to behave
and feel is to imitate the actions and "feelings" of God
Himself. There are many verses that reflect God's
special sensitivity to animals. The verse in the Psalms
says that God is good to all things and has mercy upon
all His creatures. God promises beautiful crops not
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only for man but also for the animals to eat. When
Bilaam hit his donkey for refusing to move, the angel
(God's agent) got angry at him for striking the animal.
Therefore, we can see a specific benevolent, merciful,
and caring attitude by God to animals. Like God, man
should possess a similar attitude. In fact, the Proverbs
describes a righteous person as understanding the
"soul" (the feelings?) of his animals. Thus, even if
animal does not possess feelings similar to man's, the
Torah wants Jews to develop a special sensitivity to
animals.
However, Judaism does not merely believe in nice
feelings and attitudes. These attitudes must be
reflected in a Jew's actions. Therefore, the Torah also
commands the Jew to perform other Mitzvot (in
addition to not slaughtering both on the same day) that
teach the sensitivity towards animals. For example,
this attitude is clearly translated into action as the
Torah places the feeding of animals before the feeding
of man. According to the Jerusalem Talmud, a person
may not even buy an animal unless food preparation
for that animal has been arranged in advance.
It also seems that the needs of an animal, even a
stranger's animal, comes before a person's own
feelings. The Torah commands a Jew to help an
animal that has a burden, whether helping to load the
animal or unload the animal. Since an animal already
carrying a burden is in more pain, the Mitzvah is to
help unload an animal takes precedence over helping
to load an animal.
Animals Are Treated Like People - The Torah shows
compassion for animals in a manner similar to the
compassion it shows for human beings. In fact, there
are number of Mitzvot that seem to apply equally to
animals and to man. For example, a worker who
works in the field collecting food may not be deprived
of food as he or she works and may eat freely while
working (if he does not put any away to eat later). The
Torah understood that a person cannot be asked to be
around food all day and then deprive him or her from
partaking of that food. In an analogous manner, an
animal that works in the field around food may not be
muzzled so that he is deprived of eating food. Just as
the Jew is commanded to rest on the Sabbath, the
Torah goes out of its way to state that an animal must
also rest on the Shabbat, to equate the animals, in this
aspect of Shabbat, with man.
How Then is Man Allowed to Use and Eat Animals? If the Torah is indeed so sensitive to the feelings and
needs of animals, then shouldn't it have prohibited the
use of animals for any human activity altogether, and
certainly not permitted the eating of animals? In the
very first commandment to man, the Torah clearly
establishes the general relationship between man and
animal. Man is to rule over and dominate the fish,
birds, and all animals in the world. This implies that
man can certainly use animals for his benefit. Later,
the Torah gives man permission to eat animals. On the
one hand, we see an overwhelming sensitivity for the
concerns and even the feelings of animals. On the
other hand, man can use animals as he sees fit, without
any thought for the animal. It is precisely both these
attitudes that combine to form the Torah's view
towards animals. Although man has the right to use
animals for legitimate purposes, he must, at the same
time, never lose his sensitivity to animals. Man must
care about the animal and show his care by using the
animals only when necessary. Even when it is
necessary to cause pain to the animal, it must be done
in the least painful way possible.
Tzar Baalei Chaim - The Torah view, which balances
the right of man to use animals for legitimate human
need while retaining a proper sensitivity to animals,
leads to a general prohibition called Tzar Baalei
Chaim which prohibits man from needlessly causing
an animal pain. Anytime a human being needlessly
hurts an animal or hurts an animal more than
necessary, he or she violates this principle..
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AL JAZEERA REPORTER KILLED DURING FIREFIGHT (Arutz-7 5/11/22)
A journalist working for the Al Jazeera media outlet was reportedly killed
during a gun battle in the Palestinian Authority-controlled city of Jenin in
Samaria Wednesday morning.
According to the Palestinian Authority outlet WAFA, Shireen Abu Aqleh – a
reporter for the Qatar-based Al Jazeera network – died after being shot in the
head during a firefight in Jenin.
A second Al Jazeera reporter, Ali Samoudi, was reportedly shot in the back
and has been hospitalized in stable condition.
While the Palestinian Authority and Al Jazeera claimed the reporters were hit
by Israeli gunfire, the IDF issued a statement Wednesday suggesting that the
two may have been struck by shots fired by terrorists.
“IDF, Israel Security Agency, and Border Police forces operated recently in
the Jenin refugee camp near the village of Burqin, and in a number of other
locations across Judea and Samaria, in order to arrest wanted terror
suspects,” the IDF said.
“The possibility that journalists may have been struck, possibly by Palestinian
terrorist gunfire, is being investigated.”
ISRAEL ASKS PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY FOR BULLET THAT KILLED
PALESTINIAN JOURNALIST SHIREEN ABU AKLEH (Ha’aretz 5/12/22)
Israel has approached the Palestinian Authority asking to obtain the bullet
removed from the body of slain Al Jazeera reporter Shireen Abu Akleh, who
was shot to death on Wednesday morning in an exchange of fire between
Israel Defense Forces and armed Palestinians in the Jenin refugee camp.
Israel made the request in order to conduct forensic tests on the bullet to
determine the source of the weapons fire that killed the journalist. The office
of Israel’s Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories offered to
have representatives of the Palestinian Authority and the United States
present in the course of the examination.
The Biden administration was in touch with Israel and the Palestinian
Authority several times Wednesday to verify that the two sides were
conducting comprehensive investigations of the circumstances of the incident
with the aim of determining who was responsible. U.S. State Department
spokesman Ned Price said the administration was not taking a position
regarding how the case should be investigated. An Israeli official claimed,
however, that “the Americans are pushing for a joint investigation.”
According to journalists who were at the Jenin refugee camp Wednesday
morning, the weapons fire at the journalist came from the Israeli army. “We
had all the necessary equipment with helmets and vests. We were waiting for
Shireen and [another journalist] at the scene] Ali Samoudi,” said Mogahed
Asadi, a reporter who was present during the weapons fire. After that, “the
firing began. I told them that we were being fired upon. I looked around me
and I saw Shireen lying on the ground,” Asadi said.
The IDF rebutted the criticism and claimed that it was not yet possible to
determine what hit Abu Akleh. The commander of the IDF Central Command,
Maj. Gen. Yehuda Fuchs, expressed sorrow over the reporter’s death in an
interview with Channel 13. “At this stage,” he added, “I don’t have sufficient
information to know what she was hit by.”
“There was a large number of exchanges of fire. We encountered wild
unorganized firing from all directions,” Fuchs said. He claimed that in "99
percent of cases," the IDF manages to avoid harming innocent bystanders,
but “we are not always successful, particularly in places like this, which are
areas of urban combat.”
Abu Akleh was shot to death in the course of IDF operations at the Jenin

camp. Another reporter sustained moderate wounds from weapons fire.
Following the incident, the IDF Spokesman said that the Israeli army force
responded after coming under massive weapons fire and that according to
preliminary assessments, Abu Akleh was hit by fire from armed Palestinians.
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett later said that Israel had offered to conduct a
joint investigation with the Palestinians but was turned down. Later IDF Chief
of Staff Aviv Kochavi expressed sorrow over the Al Jazeera reporter’s death,
adding that “at this stage, it is not possible to determine which weapons fire
hit her.”
BENNETT GOVERNMENT BREATHES EASY AS RA'AM DECIDES TO
STAY PUT (Israel Hayom 5/11/22)
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett's embattled government lived to fight another
day after the Arab Israeli Ra'am party said it would remain in the coalition.
The announcement followed a tempestuous Knesset session that was
exacerbated by the killing of an Al-Jazeera journalist earlier in the day.
Speaking from the Knesset podium, Opposition Leader and former Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu lambasted the coalition by saying a
government supported by the Muslim Brotherhood could not protect Israeli
citizens and soldiers.
Ra'am chairman MK Mansour Abbas, for his part, said his party had decided
to give the coalition and government another chance, voting against the bill
to dissolve the sitting parliament.
"It would be a grave mistake to undo everything that we have accomplished
thus far," Abbas told reporters in Jerusalem. He also castigated Netanyahu
for "continuing with his lies and incitement" and said Netanyahu had also
negotiated with him after the previous election in an effort to form a ruling
coalition.
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'DON'T FORCE NEW ELECTIONS, FORM NEW GOVERNMENT IN THIS
KNESSET' (Arutz-7 5/11/22)
United Torah Judaism party chairman MK Moshe Gafni expressed his
opposition Wednesday to forcing snap elections, calling instead for the
formation of a new government in the current Knesset.
Speaking with Kan Wednesday morning, Gafni warned that calling new
elections – Israel’s fifth since 2019 – would not address the underlying
political problem.
“Elections won’t solve the problem. I want Netanyahu to form a government
in the current Knesset, with Gideon Sa’ar, for example,” Gafni said, referring
to the chairman of the New Hope party, who bolted from the Likud in 2021.
But, Gafni conceded, “I’m not sure it will happen.”
Gafni emphasized that the next government must be right-wing and
emphasize religious values. “The people made their opinion clear in the
elections – there is a solid majority for the Right and the religious.”
US, ISRAEL, CYPRUS, GREECE TO INTENSIFY COOPERATION ON
ENERGY, ECONOMY (JPost 5/9/22)
The US, Israel, Cyprus and Greece, held a “3+1” virtual Foreign Ministerial
meeting on Monday. The foreign ministers of the four countries met “to
reaffirm their shared commitment to promoting peace, stability, and
prosperity in the Eastern Mediterranean,” they said in a joint statement.
“In a critical period for Europe, the United States, and the world, the ministers
reaffirmed their commitment to the 3+1 format and decided to intensify their
cooperation in the areas of energy, economy, climate action, emergency
preparedness, and counterterrorism, contributing to resilience, energy
security, and interconnectivity in the region... The 3+1 support additional
initiatives such as the Negev Summit that promote cooperation in the region,”
the statement said.
The ministers condemned the recent “horrific terror attacks against Israelis,
including the May 5 terror attack in Elad.”
They decided to develop a road map “with tangible deliverables for the
coming year, and to set the stage for a meeting before the end of 2022.”
However, while the statement mentioned the need to intensify cooperation on
energy, it did not specifically mention the EastMed natural-gas pipeline.
The US no longer supports the proposed natural-gas pipeline from Israel to
Europe, and the Biden administration has informed Israel, Greece and
Cyprus about the decision to reverse the Trump-era position on the matter, it
was reported earlier this year.
The EastMed pipeline was designed to transfer natural gas from Israeli
waters to Europe via Greece and Cyprus. It was announced in 2016, and
several agreements have been signed between the three countries on the
subject. The three states aimed to complete the €6 billion project by 2025,
but no financing has been secured for it.
Claims over natural gas in the Eastern Mediterranean have been a point of
contention with Turkey in recent years, with Ankara saying it should be part
of the EastMed project.
ISRAEL THWARTS MARITIME WEAPON SMUGGLING ATTEMPT FROM
GAZA (YNet 5/11/22)
A shipment of smuggled weapons destined for Gaza's Hamas terror group
was seized in a joint maritime operation conducted the Israeli Navy and the
Shin Bet Internal Security Service, the IDF revealed Wednesday.
The operation was carried out on April 8, and saw three people who left
Gaza by ship arrested by Israeli forces off the coast of Egypt and taken away
for questioning by the Shin Bet, while the vassal with which they used to
leave the coastal enclave was seized.
"We hit a significant route that was used to transfer components to
manufacture weapons for terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip," said Col.
Eli Sukholitsky, commander of the Navy's Ashdod base.
"The IDF operates constantly to prevent the strengthening of terrorist
organizations and their infrastructure."
"The joint efforts of the IDF and Shin Bet intelligence services, supported by
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the forces on the ground and the naval control system, led to the successful
dismantling," Sukholitsky added.
Mahmoud Bakr was identified as one of the three smugglers. He is described
as a senior smuggler who worked with several terror groups in the Gaza
Strip. The other two smugglers were named as Ahmed Ismail Fasih and
Mahmud Nahad Silawi.
With the Gaza Strip blockaded by both Israel and Egypt, Hamas often
attempts to smuggle weaponry and other contraband via both smuggling
tunnels and the Mediterranean Sea.
ISRAEL CAPTURES ELAD TERRORISTS AFTER FOUR-DAY MANHUNT
(Israel Hayom 5/8/22)
Israel on Sunday said it has captured the two terrorists who carried out the
deadly attack in the predominantly Haredi city of Elad last week.
As’ad Alrafa’ani (19) and Sabhi Abu Shakir (20), both from Rumana near the
city of Jenin, stabbed three people to death with an axe and a knife on
Thursday before fleeing the scene and prompting a massive manhunt.
The two were apprehended on Sunday morning hiding behind a bush in a
quarry near Elad, having not eaten or drunk any water for nearly 60 hours
with the axe used in the attack lying meters away.
The two were caught by special forces and commando units using
helicopters and other means.
"The two terrorists who murdered three Israeli civilians in the deadly attack in
the city of Elad have been caught," said in a joint statement the IDF, Shin Bet
and the Israel Police. The two had been detained and taken for further
questioning by the security forces.
Police Commissioner Kobi Shabtai praised security forces for nabbing the
two terrorists responsible for the deaths of Yonatan Havakuk, 44, Boaz Gol,
49, and Oren Ben Yiftah, 35, all fathers who leave behind 16 orphans.
"The manhunt for the terrorists is over. Our intense activity immediately after
the terror attack, using hundreds of security personnel, forced them to hide in
one spot, and that is what lead us to them," Shabtai said.
"We said we won't rest until they are captured. Every terrorist must know that
Israel's reach is long and we will find anyone who will harm the citizens of the
Jewish State. We are determined to continue fighting terror, and I thank all
the security personnel who went through sleepless nights in order to capture
the terrorists."
At least 18 Israelis have been killed in five attacks since March, including
another stabbing rampage in southern Israel, two shootings in the Tel Aviv
area, and a shooting last weekend in a West Bank city of Ariel.
Nearly 30 Palestinians have died - most of whom had carried out attacks or
were involved in confrontations with Israeli forces in the West Bank.
PRESIDENT OF ECUADOR ARRIVES WITH 100-MEMBER DELEGATION
(JPost 5/11/22)
Ecuadoran President Guillermo Lasso this week became the first sitting
president of his country to visit Israel and he and his large delegation were
welcomed by President Isaac Herzog at the President’s Residence.
With occasional exceptions, Ecuador has been a friend of Israel since before
the establishment of the state. The South American nation was one of the 33
United Nations member states that voted in favor of the partition of Palestine
on November 29, 1947, clearing the way for Israel’s eventual independence
the following year.
Although Quito and Jerusalem established diplomatic relations well over sixty
years ago, no president of Israel has visited Ecuador and no president of
Ecuador had previously visited Israel.
One of Lasso’s predecessors, Rafael Correa, who was due to visit Israel in
the second half of 2014, canceled because of the 51-day Gaza war that year.
Ecuador has an Arab diaspora and is home to over 14,000 people of
Palestinian origin.
Lasso also referred to the Jewish community (roughly 600-800 souls, mostly
residing in Quito), and said that it was a very active community from whose
ranks the ambassador had been selected.

He said that it was a great honor to spend time with Herzog, especially
because he has always admired Israel, and even more so when looking at
what has been achieved in 74 years of statehood.
Lasso mentioned that Ecuador will celebrate its 200th anniversary of
independence in 2030, implying that in that time frame it had not been able to
achieve what Israel has achieved in 74 years.
Ecuador is at a stage where it wants to strengthen relations with all its
friends, of which Israel is one, Lasso said, adding that this applies to political,
economic, cultural and tourist relations. He said that the two countries were
in the process of negotiating a Free Trade Agreement. He also commented
that the two countries support each other at the United Nations.
Throughout their meeting, neither Lasso nor ambassador Klein could wipe
the smiles off their faces.
RIVAL GROUPS SEE RED AT ISRAELI EVENT MARKING SOVIET
VICTORY OVER FASCISM (Ha’aretz 5/9/22)
On Sunday afternoon, a small section of Tel Aviv’s Rothschild Boulevard
turned into the “Alley of Memory” – commemorating victims of Nazism during
World War II and the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine.
At the event organized by the Israeli Friends of Ukraine group, most of the
100 or so attendees came to express their support for peace, share personal
stories and take a collective stand against violence.
Some printed out large-scale images of terrifying war scenes from Ukraine,
demanding an end to the war. Others brought flowers, posters and flags to
show their respect for those who are defending their country.
However, there were also some supporters present of Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s “special military operation” in Ukraine. This caused inevitable
unrest among the crowd, with several verbal altercations and some red paint
thrown at those backing the war.
Most present would agree on one thing, though: While this year marks 77
years since the victory over fascism in Europe, it also marked its rebirth.
Haaretz spoke to some of the people at the event to find out why they
wanted to be there...
Irina
“I arrived from Kyiv just recently. My son lives here and I decided to
immigrate because there was no point in taking refugee status. When my
neighbor woke me up at 6:45 A.M. and said the war had begun [on February
24], it was impossible to believe. But then I heard the explosions.
“In Kyiv, we always had Memorial Day on May 8 and on the 9th we were
laying flowers at the eternal flame. But this year, I think it’s right our Supreme
Council decided that May 9 will not be our holiday anymore. We will only
have May 8: the day of remembrance of those who died and defended their
homeland in World War II.
“We will have our own date for Victory Day – and no one doubts it is coming.”
Pavel
“When a person says he marks this as a day of mourning – excuse me? How
can the day signaling the surrender of Nazi Germany be a cause for
mourning? This is a very difficult day but it’s the day of victory over fascism.
“I will support any military operation against a country where Nazism is
cultivated. There is a street in Ukraine named after [Ukrainian nationalists]
Roman Shukhevych and Stepan Bandera. Dozens of monuments of Bandera
were erected. These are men widely known for their Nazi worldviews.
“Not everyone in Ukraine is a Nazi – there are normal people there too. But
Nazis took a huge number of people hostage, and how do we separate
them? Is there only Hamas in Gaza? Likewise, in Ukraine we have no
choice. There is a war going on. A war against Nazism.”
Lev
“May 8 is the international day of remembrance for those killed by Nazis and
the day of reconciliation. We’re here to state that war is terrible, while May 9
turned into such a farce with [the Russian slogans] ‘We can do it again’ and ‘I
remember.’ What can you do again? The horrors of the war? What do you
remember? The war with its deaths, murder and tears? The same that we
see in today’s photos from Ukraine.
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“We are here in memory of those who died – then and now. My greatgrandfather died in World War II and my friend died in Kharkiv. Twenty days
after the shelling of the Kharkiv administration and Freedom Square, her
body was found under the rubble.
“It is not yet a world war, but don’t forget that World War II began with the
seizure of Poland. We wanted to show the pain and honor the memory,
because for us May 8 is a memorial day and there is no Victory Day in our
understanding.”
ISRAEL IS WORLD LEADER IN NUMBER OF HIGH TECH EMPLOYEES
(Israel Hayom 5/11/22)
For the first time in Israel's history, high tech exports accounted for more than
50% of the country's exports in 2021, now standing at 54%, while in another
first, more than 10% of all Israelis now work in the high tech industry,
according to a report by the Israel Innovation Authority.
Israel, according to the report, is a global leader in the percentage of citizens
working in the high tech field, with 362,000 in the industry who represent
10.4% of the country's workforce.
To compare, the percentage of the overall workforce in high tech in Ireland is
9.2%, in Sweden, it is 5.7%, in Great Britain 5.5%, Germany 5.3%, and in the
Netherlands 4.3%. The number of high-tech workers in Israel increased by
8% over the past year (representing 27,000 new workers), while that number
was just 1% in all other industries.
However, government investment in future research and development in
Israel is the lowest among OECD member countries.
Israel is ranked first among OECD countries, meanwhile, in research and
development expenditure in relation to Gross Domestic Product, but is
ranked last in the terms of the percentage of government spending on
research and development out of all of its expenditures in the field.
Additionally, Israel slipped to 15th place in the Global Innovation Index's
rankings for 2021, compared to 10th place in 2019.
According to the report, in the past year, the Israeli high tech industry raised
over $100 million 88 times, although publically traded Israeli high tech
companies in 2021 lost 10% of their worth on the NASDAQ. Israeli start-ups
raised a record $27 billion in funds in 2021, more than doubling the total from
the previous year.
Israeli high tech is still lagging in terms of representation from all sectors of
the population. There was a 6% drop in the number of ultra-Orthodox hightech workers in 2021, and only 200 new workers entered the industry from
the Arab sector.
One-third of the high-tech companies in Israel, which employ around 25% of
all the workers in the industry, is located in Tel Aviv. Jerusalem is mostly
home to medium and small-sized high-tech companies, and Haifa is home
mainly to large, multi-national corporations. Beersheba, in southern Israel, is
the fastest-growing city in terms of start-up companies.
Dr. Ami Appelbaum, the chief scientist and the chairman of the board of
Israel Innovation Authority, told Israel Hayom: "We see the current year as a
record year of high tech activity in Israel, with a tremendous capital flow of
$27 billion and companies showing growth. The country and the public sector
need to support long-term, trailblazing [enterprises] and make sure Israel
continues to be a leader in these fields."
IS ISRAEL AN APARTHEID COUNTRY? (Cherryl Smith, JPost 5/11/22)
You’ve asked me how to respond to your close friend who says Israel is an
apartheid state, just as Amnesty International has claimed. You’ve visited
Israel and you’ve read my book, which is why you wrote to me, but you feel
that since you don’t live here you can’t know for sure that your friend isn’t
right.
In the book I included the charge of apartheid among the ways that Israel is
accused of being the worst place in the world. It’s nothing new, as you know,
for Jews to be maligned like this. At different times in history we were
considered responsible for deicide, plagues and all the evils of the world.
Now the Jewish state, where more Jews live than in any other country, is

perceived as the world’s worst place. The United Nations, much more
influential than Amnesty International, treats Israel this way. Every year the
UN censures Israel far more than any other country.
There’s a very detailed and accurate analysis by NGO Monitor that explains
all that is false in the Amnesty International report. One of the most striking
observations of their analysis is that Amnesty International chose not to
compare Israel in any way to apartheid South Africa. Yet, the term apartheid
has only been used to describe what life was like in that one country.
Amnesty International simply applies the label without having to acknowledge
that there is no comparison possible.
In fact, people who lived under apartheid in South Africa are outraged that
apartheid is trivialized by mislabeling Israel in this way. The terms Amnesty
International used such as apartheid and occupation were ways of
denigrating Israel without having to provide evidence. In fact, since Jimmy
Carter published his book, Peace, Not Apartheid and since apartheid weeks
began on campuses in the US, UK, Canada, and EU, apartheid has been the
favored accusation against Israel. It’s the current worst thing in the world, the
modern version of considering Jews to be the murderers of Jesus, the cause
of the black plague, or responsible for all the evils afflicting Germany during
the time of the Holocaust.
But, what can you say to your friend? Telling her about the Israel you
experienced when you visited here probably won’t help. She may already
know that Israel is actually the only country in the Middle East where Jews,
Muslims, Druze and Christians are living together with full rights and
freedom, where all professions and buying property are open to any citizen.
She’s likely aware that members of all these groups serve in the Knesset and
that everyone can freely practice their religion or not practice any religion.
Why would Israel be rated the ninth happiest country in the world, and why
would Arab Israelis report such high degrees of life satisfaction and
belonging if it were an apartheid country?
I’ll take a guess that when your friend talks about Israel she is simultaneously
talking about Palestine, and that she is really referring to all the area “from
the river to the sea.” I’m sure you’ve heard the anti-Israel slogan “from the
river to the sea, Palestine will be free.” Have you heard the newer slogan?
“We don’t want two states; we want all of it.” This one is not as catchy as the
first, but it is less ambiguous.
The accusation of apartheid requires pretending that Gaza, which is
controlled by the Palestinian government of Hamas, and the Palestinian
territories that are under the control of the Palestinian Authority, are actually
controlled by Israel.
But, no Jews live in or can visit Gaza. No Israelis live in or can visit Area A of
the Palestinian territories, where all the Palestinian towns in Judea and
Samaria (also called the West Bank) are located. The other areas are Area
B, which is under full Palestinian civil authority and militarily managed jointly
by Israel and the Palestinian Authority, and Area C where there are Jewish
towns managed by Israel.
These three areas were set up during the Oslo Accords in order to lead to a
full Palestinian state in Gaza and the West Bank. But, the requirement for an
end to terror was not kept. And although many Israelis still hope that there
will be a time when Palestinian leadership will choose to have a peaceful
country next to Israel, many are not hopeful that this will happen any time
soon. The Hamas government of Gaza is very clear that they will never
accept the Jewish state next door.
I think you will need to ask your friend whether she is okay with the existence
of the Jewish-majority State of Israel. Sadly, you may find that she is not.
JOURNALISTS RISK THEIR LIVES TO REPORT THE TRUTH, NOT
SERVE POLITICAL PROPAGANDA (Ron Ben-Yishai, YNet 5/12/22)
Any journalist professionally covering wars and violent conflicts knows that
what happened to Shireen Abu Akleh could happen to them.
Abu Akleh was a professional journalist who had been covering the Middle
East for decades for Al Jazeera, and she most likely knowingly took the risks
involved, and also took proper precautions.
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But like many journalists before her, and unfortunately many after her, even
though they are aware of the risk, they do their job knowing that a bullet, a
shell, or a bomb dropped from a plane and maybe even a knife could end
their lives, severely wound them or leave them crippled.
The helmet and protective vest I've worn many times, including recently in
Ukraine, don't really shield you from death. Especially not in those cases
where one of the belligerent parties shoots at you and tries to hit you in any
way possible, deliberately, so you won't share the truth with the world.
The helmet and vest provide but an illusion of safety and soothe the
conscience of the editors who send you to the battlefield, and the insurance
companies who wish to minimize the risk of doling out huge compensation to
your grieving family. And the only thing that helps the fighting sides
distinguish that you are a reporter is the word "press" printed on your vest —
like it was on Shireen's.
The International Press Association reports every year about dozens of
journalists who are killed in various conflict zones around the world. In an
overwhelming majority of cases, it is journalists from third-world countries,
some of whom work for Western media, that get the short end of the stick.
But sadly, international media don't include them in the count. Only when a
journalist or a photographer from a Western, democratic country dies does
the media respond fiercely and condemns anyone who is so much as
suspected of being involved in their untimely demise.
You never really know who shot, killed, or wounded. Only in cases of aerial
bombings, like in Syria, or massive artillery shellings is it clear that the
shelling and bombing side is the one responsible for the death of a journalist
in the line of duty. However, no one has ever been punished for harming
journalists, neither state actors nor individuals. And in some cases, there's no
real culprit either.
When a journalist heads out to an active warzone, especially in an urban
setting, the chances of getting caught in the crossfire unintentionally are high.
Such cases require an investigation in which an autopsy will be performed,
as well as a ballistics test to determine which weapon was fired at the
journalist. Only then will it be possible to assess who shot them and from
which side.
But the Palestinians and Al Jazeera don't want the truth. Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas, Hamas, as well as Ra'am MK Walid Taha, wish
to leverage her death for political and propaganda purposes, and that is why
they reject any offer for an objective investigation.
Even if such an investigation is launched, they will make sure to destroy any
shred of evidence that might point to the probable scenario that the
Palestinian militants who were firing wantonly were the ones who killed her.
The IDF's response this time around was effective and swift and offered a
reasonable alternative to the Palestinian version that claimed that the IDF
was responsible for the journalist's death. The Palestinians rushed to declare
the journalist a martyr because it serves the constant war of propaganda
which Abbas and Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar lead against Israel.
But the IDF's version is correct: The Palestinians and Al Jazeera's assertions
are grounded in nothing except deafening victimhood that is aimed at
painting Israel and its security forces as the aggressor.
In previous cases, the IDF was late to the party as it sought to provide a
credible version backed by evidence. There were also incidents the IDF was
to blame but didn't admit to it. This time around, the IDF Spokesperson's
Unit's responded with a counter-narrative to the Palestinian one. And it
probably did the trick. Its effect on Israeli media and global news agencies
around was immediate. As it should be.
And as for us, the journalists who cover conflict the world over — we're
allowed to demand that the risk we take to bring the truth and the facts out as
they are seen from the battlefield will not be abused by cynical politicians and
clerics to incite and achieve their goals, whether just or not. I believe that the
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh was in Jenin because she wanted to report the
facts as they were. We're allowed to demand from Abbas, Al Jazeera and
Ra'am to refrain from using her to spread fake news until the facts are
thoroughly examined.

