
 
 
 
 

 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
May 7 - 8, 2021 - 26 Iyar 5781 - Behar/Bechukosai/Mevorchim Hachodesh 

Light Candles by 7:49 - Havdalah 8:53 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by Dolores and Len Schwartz to commemorate the 
10th Yahrzeit of Len’s mother, Rose Schwartz, Shoshana Rizel bas Moshe Shmuel Halevi, and in 

honor of Sandy Karlin’s special birthday by the Karlin family: Melanie; Matthew & Sarah; 
Raphael & Shayna; Benjy & Dalya; Yakov Gedaliah, Akiva, Meir, Tova Kayla, Betzalel, 

Simcha, Charles, Liam & Eliezer. 

. 

 

Shabbos Schedule 
Limited Minyanim are now taking place at YISE under Montgomery 

County’s Phase 2 guidelines. All Minyanim require advance registration 
and confirmation. If you are interested in attending Minyanim and have not 
registered, please go to https://www.yise.org/minyan If you are registered for 
a Minyan and are unable to attend at that time, please do not go to a different 

Minyan. If you have any questions, please contact minyan@yise.org 

Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 7:49
• Mincha: 6:20, 7:50, 7:45 (Sephardi)

If you Daven Kabbalas Shabbos prior to Shkia (8:07 PM), it is 
preferable to Daven Mincha prior to Plag (6:39 PM). 

Shabbos Day: 
One may say the entire text of the blessing of Birkas Hachodesh even 
when alone. Rosh Chodesh Sivan is on Wednesday. The Molad will be 

Tuesday night, 31 minutes and 7 Chalakim after 8, Jerusalem time. 
• Shacharis: 7:00, 9:00, 9:30, 8:00 (Sephardi)
• Mincha: 2:30, 5:00, 7:45, 7:45 (Sephardi)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 8:53

Mazal Tov 
 Marsha & Yitz Kasdan on the Bas Mitzvah celebration this past

week for their twin granddaughters, Miri and Ryzee Kasdan. Mazal 
Tov to the girls’ parents Fayge & Chaim Kasdan, their sister Frieda, 
their other grandparents Malky & Pinny Hikind, all of the aunts, uncles 
and cousins, and their great-grandmother Evelyn Elbogen. 

 Vivian & Arnie Kirshenbaum on the engagement of their grandson,
Kevin Bokor to Ally Schlisser of New York. Mazal Tov to the
Rosenblum, Bokor and Garfinkel families.

 Ora & Zach Prince on the birth of a daughter, Amelia Ruth. Mazal
Tov also to big sister Gabby and grandparents, Barbie & Jim Prince.

 Rachel & Michael Ravin on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Akiva.
Mazal Tov to siblings Chana Leah, Zev and Eliana. Mazal Tov to
grandparents Sharon & Beryl Ravin and Joyce Levy and extended
family and friends.

Weekday Shiurim
Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list and 

times, go to: https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed

by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Sunday through Friday 8:30
AM - Zoom A.

 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed
by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday 7:00
PM - Zoom A.

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual
self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A.

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A.

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM,
Zoom A.

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now studying Sefer
Yehoshua, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.

 GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men and
Women - Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM.
 Unraveling the Navi with Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Zoom B.

 Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays
at 10:00 AM, Zoom F.

 Rabbi Yonatan Zakem’s Shiur for men & women, Pearls of
Prayer, exploring the depth and meaning of our daily prayers.
Sunday evenings, Zoom I.

 GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 
8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (except as noted). For more info. contact Rabbi 
Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.
 For Men & Women - Zoom C (except as noted):
 Mondays: (for men only) Rabbi H. Shaps, On the Same

Page Gemara, Zoom B.
 Tuesdays: Rabbi Winter - Torah Topics
 Wednesdays: Rabbi Grossman - Reading Responsa
 Thursdays: Rabbi Grossman - Parshas Hashavua, 9:00 PM.

 For Women - Zoom D
 Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Parsha Journeys
 Tuesdays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Bereishis in-Depth

 Semichat Chaver Program, Tuesdays at 9:00 PM with Rabbi
Hillel Shaps. For more information, please contact Rabbi Hillel
Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org Registration required at
gwckollel.org/scp

 The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s Shiur 
on Daily Halachos for men & women, Tuesdays 9:15 AM, Zoom E. 

 Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 
1:30 PM, “A Second Look-Stories in the Torah from a Deeper 
Perspective”, Zoom H.

 Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, learning 
Maseches Gittin on Wednesday evenings, 8:00 PM, Zoom G. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting 
ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn 
Zoom C: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter 
Zoom E: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom F: ID: 978 8156 7874, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 
Zoom H: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
Zoom I: ID: 269 840 3648, password online Pearls, phone 621690 

YISE Youth Announcements 
Youth Groups Survey - Please fill out the following form if you have a 
child age 2-10 and receive a free slice of pizza from Ben Yehuda! 
https://wp.yise.org/shabbos-youth-groups-survey  
Camp Shomrai is back for another fun-filled summer with programming 
for children in preschool through ninth grade! Camp runs from July 5th 
through August 13th. For more info or to register online, visit our 
website at https://campshomrai.org See flyer for details. 

Condolences 
 David Danesh on the passing of his mother, Tahereh Danesh. David is

observing Shiva through Monday morning. He may be reached during 
Shiva at 301-593-0248. Mishnayos learning signup at: 
https://lzechernishmas.com/signup.php?id=8601  

 Elaine Rubin on the passing of her father, Larry Klinger. Elaine is
observing Shiva through Wednesday morning. She can be reached
during Shiva at 240-643-4482.



Thank you to this past week’s Shiurim sponsors: 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur 
 Refuah Sheleimah to Sarah Haya bas Hinda. 
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
 David Jaray in honor of a Refuah Sheleimah to Rabbi Hyatt and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend his Shiur. 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Erev Shabbos Drasha 
 Anonymous in honor of our beloved Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum in gratitude for all he has done and continues to do for the Klal. May Hashem 

give him the strength to continue. 

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur 
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives 
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship 
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Our current limited ability to Daven with a Minyan and to say Kaddish is difficult and a challenge. However, sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah 
learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any 
other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not available. 
 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):  
 Daily Morning (Sunday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
 Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women 
 Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25. 
3. The Pre-Shabbos Drasha video is available for sponsorship at $54. 
 
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
 Simi & Sammy wish Jerry Rottenberg a happy birthday on Sunday! 

   

COVID-19 Updates
 Outdoor Minyan - If you are interested in a Shabbos morning outdoor Minyan without a tent, subject to weather conditions, please email Ari 

Elias-Bachrach at outdoor@yise.org 
 Minyan Changes - We are making changes to the Minyan schedule to accommodate as many members as possible. Watch your email for 

details and make sure to check your email every Friday morning to get your personalized Minyan schedule for the following week. We will 
have two Zman Minyanim but no Plag Minyan on Shavuos nights. There will be a Netz Minyan on the first day of Shavuos if there is sufficient 
interest. 

 Advance registration for Minyanim is required and space is limited. Go to https://www.yise.org/minyan to register. If you have changes to 
your original, please send an email to minyan@yise.org with details. 

 The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary. 
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we 
navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals and as a community. 

YISE Programs and Listings 
Yom Yerushalayim - In honor of Yom Yerushalayim, Monday, May 10, the 2nd Shacharis Minyan, normally at 6:45 in the Social Hall, will meet 
at 6:35 with special additions. The other Shacharis Minyanim will meet at their regular times, without special additions. If you do not normally 
attend this Minyan but would like to attend on Yom Yerushalayim, let us know at minyan@yise.org  
Ask The Rabbi! Come join our virtual, interactive monthly program featuring Halachos of Shabbos and holidays! This month’s topic: Yom Tov. 
A recording of this month’s Shiur is available at wp.yise.org/ask-the-rabbi  
Shavuos Hospitality - Baruch Hashem, the CDC’s latest guidance opens the door for more shared meals, under certain circumstances. The YISE 
Hospitality Committee would like to help match up guests with hosts for Shavuos meals, taking vaccination status and the CDC’s guidelines into 
account. If you would like to host people at your Shavuos meals, please visit wp.yise.org/shavuos-host To sign up to be a guest, please visit 
wp.yise.org/shavuos-guest There is more information on the sign-up forms and on the “FAQ” list at wp.yise.org/shavuos-hospitality If you have 
any further questions, please contact us at hospitailty@yise.org P.S.: Stay tuned for news about year-round Shabbos meals. See flyer for details. 
Shiurim on Shavuos Afternoon: First Day - Rabbi Rosenbaum will give a Shiur for men and women, “The Remarkable Adaptability of our 
Torah to any Circumstance: COVID-19 Shaalos.” Second Day - Rebbetzin Rosenbaum will give a Shiur for women, “Compelled to Commit? 
Shavuos and the Foundations of Faith.” Both Shiurim will meet at 5:00 PM in the Social Hall. Seating is limited, Please register with 
office@yise.org by Friday, May 14. 
Annual Congregational Meeting - The annual meeting for election of YISE officers and trustees will take place on Tuesday, May 25 at 7:30 PM 
on Zoom A. 
YISE Regular Board Meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 25, at 9:00 PM on Zoom. For more information, contact secretary@yise.org  
Update: Being Social. In the past few months, YISE’s Social Committee has organized a range of programs to bring us together virtually - Trivia Night, 
Painting, a Purim Shpiel... We have also expressed our thanks to the Holy Cross Hospital health workers and treated the Wheaton Rescue Squad to a 
special dinner. Want to help? Please contact social@yise.org  



 

 

 
 
 
    

 

The Week Ahead Sunday 
May 9 

Monday, May 10 
Yom Yerushalayim

Tuesday 
May 11 

Wednesday, May 12 
Rosh Chodesh 

Thursday 
May 13 

Friday 
May 14 

Limited Minyanim will take place at YISE next week, advance registration and confirmation required. You are encouraged to Daven at home 
at the same time as a Minyan at YISE. Shacharis: Sunday 6:30 AM/7:30 AM/8:45 AM; Monday/Wednesday 6:15 AM/6:35 AM/8:45 AM;  

Tuesday/Friday 6:15 AM/6:55 AM/8:45 AM; Thursday 6:15 AM/6:45 AM/8:45 AM; Mincha/Maariv: Sunday - Thursday: 7:55 PM. 
Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 4:28 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 5:02 AM, Latest Netz: 6:01 AM, Latest Krias Shema: 9:29 AM, 

Earliest Mincha: 1:41 PM, Earliest Shkia: 8:08 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim: 9:00 PM 

Community Programs & Listings
A Time for Unity! - Special speaker series, Sunday evenings through May 9, 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM, online at chabadsilverspring.com/zoom As we 
look forward to Shavuos, the season of the giving of our Torah, let us come together and find inspiration in the words of the Torah. Chabad of 
Silver Spring is hosting distinguished rabbis again this year between Pesach and Shavuos. Sunday, May 9, Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum, YISE. 
The Yad Yehuda Clothing Exchange has available hours for all members of the community to shop at no cost this Sunday, May 9, from 10:00 AM - 12 
Noon. This is an opportunity for people to come and shop for beautiful, Tzanua clothing in our well-equipped showroom, while wearing masks and 
maintaining social distancing. Everyone must be in good health and not have been in contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19. If you have 
any questions please contact ncarmel@yadyehuda.org 
Capital Kosher Pantry Summer Collection - Please donate non-perishable items. Specially needed: canned pineapple, graham cracker crusts, 
olives, olive oil, Wacky Mac, yeast. Always needed: paper napkins, paper towels, tissues & toilet paper. You can buy items at your local store & 
place them in a Capital Kosher Pantry donation bin at Shalom, Moti’s and area Shuls, or buy online & ship directly to us! Go to: 
www.yadyehuda.org/kosher-pantry for more information. 
Yad Yehuda Donation Policy Update - Many unsolicited items are being dropped off at Yad Yehuda’s office. We incur costs to dispose of those items. 
Please do not drop off: clothing/shoes/coats, household and baby items, electronics, books, Judaica/sheimos. Donations of non-perishable food for the 
Capital Kosher Pantry are welcomed and appreciated. 
The Good Book is the annual local Orthodox Jewish directory published in Greater Washington since 1995 by Dr. Bert and Rachelle Miller. The 240-
page book is mailed for free to all interested Orthodox-affiliated households. Interested households should email their new listing info or updated info to 
goodbook3@gmail.com Thank you in advance for your participation. (Years ago, Dr. Miller established YISE’s Shabbos/Yom Tov Taxi Service.) The 
deadline for providing information to the Good Book is Monday, May 10. 
Bonei Olam Greater Washington Virtual Panel - Please join us on Tuesday, May 11, at 8:00 PM to learn about Bonei Olam’s impact in Greater 
Washington and beyond. Each year, Bonei Olam provides millions of dollars in financial assistance to cover the prohibitive costs of fertility treatment and 
medical procedures. This is a rare opportunity to learn about the organization from the perspective of the founder and director, a case worker, and a 
beneficiary. Zoom Meeting ID: 979 8996 5438. To contact the local chapter or submit a question for the panel, email greaterwashington@boneiolam.org 
To donate go to https://www.boneiolam.org//give/greaterwashington All proceeds raised will be used to help local couples in our area. 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, May 12, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at vppr@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
Words You Can Leave Behind…Ethical Wills & Your Memoirs - A virtual event with Kemp Mill Village. Thursday, May 13, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on 
Zoom. Presented by Hedy Peyser, Andy Siegel & Beverly Moss. Registration required by Wednesday, May 12, at www.kempmillvillage.org  
Newly married? Growing family? Just need a budget check-up? Izun is a community resource that provides free and confidential coaching to help you 
examine your budget and achieve financial stability. Email us at barbara@getizun.org  
Penetrating Thoughts and Practical Perspectives - Thoughts on life, Torah and Middos. Based on Michtav M’Eliyahu, from Rav Eliyahu Dessler, Z”L. 
Mondays, 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, with Rabbi Yitzchak Scher. Zoom - Meeting ID: 736 4190 7086, Passcode: torah. Presented by YGW Kollel Zichron 
Amram. For more information, contact Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
What Happened at Sinai: An Exploration of the Sinai Revelation and the Ten Commandments - Wednesdays, 8:00 PM on Zoom. Presented 
by Rabbi Hillel Shaps. Join any time! No cost. Zoom info and registration at linksgw.org/classes  
Remote Night Shiurim from YGW - Sunday 8:30 PM - 9:15 PM, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate; Monday/Wednesday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi 
Ahron Lopiansky; Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold. Register at 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/1715843153121/WN_n6jNGqUpTpCN6ikCabUutA  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone interested may 
email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Kemp Mill Village is providing friendly phone calls and limited deliveries during the pandemic. Call 1-833-KMV-20902 to request service or to 
volunteer. See kempmillvillage.org for more information. 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, May 12 at 12:00 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org 

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  E-Mail: office@yise.org Website: www.yise.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
       Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                               Yale Ginsburg - President 

   Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
May 14 - 15, 2021 - 4 Sivan 5781 

Parshas Bamidbar 
Light Candles: 7:55 

Havdalah: 9:00 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Registration for Shomrai Preschool 2021-2022 is now open! We are excited to be offering a Torah-rich, child-centered program for children 
entering 2 year-old Nursery - 4 year-old Pre-K. School day runs from 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM. Extended care options available from 7:30 AM -8:30 
AM and 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM. Register early for maximum savings! Visit our website for tuition rates and online registration at 
https://preschool.yise.org/registration For more information about the program email Sarah Dollman at director@yise.org See flyer for details. 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical crises. We 
are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., contact: 
Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
The Rachel Bassan Horwitz Fund is used for medical needs in our area, elsewhere in the US, and in Israel. In order to continue this much-
needed medical fund, your financial help is needed! Tax-deductible contributions may be made payable to: YISE Charity SPECIAL Fund, c/o 
Norma Burdett, 11720 Lovejoy St., Silver Spring, MD 20902. Earmark: Bassan Fund. For more info: Norma Burdett, 301-593-5964 or Pearl 
Bassan, 301-649-3137. 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org 



A Quick Thought on the Parsha from Rabbi Rosenbaum 

Behar/Bechukosai 5781: 

Growth Mindset 

The following is kindly transcribed by a congregant from the video at  

https://wp.yise.org/shabbos 

The first Pasuk of Parshas Bechukosai uses three different phrases to describe observing 
Hashem’s Mitzvos. אם בחוקתי תלכו, if you walk with my laws, מצותי תשמרו, and you observe my 
commandments, ועשיתם אתם, and you do them, presumably my commandments. Strange, what’s 
the nuance among these three different phrases?  

Rashi brings down a very famous Pshat, but I would like to share with you a Kedushas Levi. 
The Kedushas Levi says that the first two verbs used in the Pasuk describe a very important 
attitude about mitzvos. The verb used in the first phrase is if you walk. Kedushas Levi says the 
image of a person walking with mitzvos is going level by level, growing. The famous idea from 
the Mishnah in Pirkei Avos, מצוה גררת מצוה, one mitzvah drags along, causes, another mitzvah. If 
I am coming into the service of G-d with the attitude of “let me figure out what good things I 
can do. Let me figure out if I go to this shiur then let me figure out what practical lesson I can 
learn from it and then I’ll do something else differently and then I’ll learn something else or I’ll 
do something else and I’ll meet someone and I’ll do another great thing.” It’s the attitude of 
walking with mitzvos, going from one to the other and growing.  

The Kedushas Levi then says the second verb, the verb in the second phrase of the Pasuk is 
 as observe, it can be translated as guard. But there is another time תשמרו We translated .תשמרו
that root shows up in the Torah, when Yaakov hears about Yosef’s dream it says שמר את  וואבי
 that his father guarded the matter. The Meforshim explain over there that what it means ,הדבר
that he guarded the matter, he anticipated it. מצותי תשמרו says the Kedushas Levi, if a person 
looks at mitzvos with anticipation. “I’m looking forward to another opportunity. There’s a 
holiday coming up, there’s a shiur coming, there’s a minyan, there’s a chesed I can do.” These 
are all great opportunities.  

So the Kedushas Levi says the first two verbs in the Pasuk are verbs about attitude, having an 
attitude of growth, having an attitude of anticipation. The Kedushas Levi says that we’re taught 
that הקדוש ברוך הוא מצרף מחשבות טובות למעשה, that if we want to perform a mitzvah, he makes it as 
if we’d already performed it. So he says, תם אותםיועש , and you do it, doesn’t even necessarily 
mean you actually did it. What it means is that in G-d’s eyes you will have done it already, it 
will be as if we did it. If that we only have the appropriate mindset for growth from one thing to 
the next and a feeling of anticipation. This is certainly an appropriate way to think about the 
days leading up to Shavuos.  

Have a wonderful Shabbos!  



 More info: wp.yise.org/shavuos-hospitality
Hosts: wp.yise.org/shavuos-host 

Guests: wp.yise.org/shavuos-guest
Questions? hospitality@yise.org

Share your Shavuos 
meals!

The YISE Hospitality 
Committee is matching up 

hosts and guests, 
following CDC safety 

guidelines. 

PS: Stay tuned for news about year-round 
Shabbos meals.

http://wp.yise.org/shavuos-hospitality
http://wp.yise.org/shavuos-host
http://wp.yise.org/shavuos-guest


2nd Day of Shavuos
 A shiur for women

Y I S E  P R E S E N T S

 "The Remarkable
Adaptability of our Torah
to any Circumstance:  
COVID-19 Shaalos"

Monday, May 17
YISE Social Hall
5:00PM

1st Day of Shavuos
A shiur for men and women

 "Compelled to Commit?
Shavuos and the Foundations of Faith"

 Tuesday, May 18 5:00PM
YISE Social Hall

Seating is limited:
Please register at office@yise.org

Masking and social distancing observed







Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
“We the People” - In the final parsha of the book of 
Leviticus, in the midst of one of the most searing 
curses ever to have been uttered to a nation by way 
of warning, the Sages found a fleck of pure gold. 
  Moses is describing a nation in flight from its 
enemies:  Just the sound of a windblown leaf will 
put them to running, and they will run scared as if 
running from a sword! They will fall even when no 
one is chasing them! They will stumble over each 
other as they would before a sword, even though no 
one is chasing them! You will have no power to 
stand before your enemies. (Lev. 26:36-37) 
  There is, on the face of it, nothing positive in this 
nightmare scenario. But the Sages said: “‘They will 
stumble over each other’” – read this as ‘stumble 
because of one another’: this teaches that all 
Israelites are responsible for one another.” 
  This is an exceedingly strange passage. Why locate 
this principle here? Surely the whole Torah testifies 
to it. When Moses speaks about the reward for 
keeping the covenant, he does so collectively. There 
will be rain in its due season. You will have good 
harvests. And so on. The principle that Jews have 
collective responsibility, that their fate and destiny 
are interlinked – this could have been found in the 
Torah’s blessings. Why search for it among its 
curses? 
  The answer is that there is nothing unique to 
Judaism in the idea that we are all implicated in one 
another’s fate. That is true of the citizens of any 
nation. If the economy is booming, most people 
benefit. If there is law and order, if people are polite 
to one another and come to one another’s aid, there 
is a general sense of well-being. Conversely, if there 
is a recession many people suffer. If a 
neighbourhood is scarred by crime, people are scared 
to walk the streets. We are social animals, and our 
horizons of possibility are shaped by the society and 
culture within which we live. 
  All of this applied to the Israelites so long as they 
were a nation in their own land. But what about 
when they suffered defeat and exile and were 
eventually scattered across the earth? They no longer 
had any of the conventional lineaments of a nation. 
They were not living in the same place. They did not 
share the same language of everyday life. While 
Rashi and his family were living in Christian 
northern Europe and speaking French, Maimonides 
was living in Muslim Egypt, speaking and writing 
Arabic. 
  Nor did Jews share a fate. While those in northern 
Europe were suffering persecution and massacres 
during the Crusades, the Jews of Spain were 
enjoying their Golden Age. While the Jews of Spain 
were being expelled and compelled to wander round 
the world as refugees, the Jews of Poland were 
enjoying a rare sunlit moment of tolerance. In what 
sense therefore were they responsible for one 
another? What constituted them as a nation? How 
could they – as the author of Psalm 137 put it – sing 
God’s song in a strange land? 
  There are only two texts in the Torah that speak to 
this situation, namely the two sections of curses, one 
in our parsha, and the other in Deuteronomy in the 
parsha of Ki Tavo. Only these speak about a time 
when Israel is exiled and dispersed, scattered, as 
Moses later put it, “to the most distant lands under 

heaven.” There are three major differences between 
the two curses, however. The passage in Leviticus is 
in the plural, that in Deuteronomy in the singular. 
The curses in Leviticus are the words of God; in 
Deuteronomy they are the words of Moses. And the 
curses in Deuteronomy do not end in hope. They 
conclude in a vision of unrelieved bleakness:  You 
will try to sell yourselves as slaves—both male and 
female—but no one will want to buy you. 
  Those in Leviticus end with a momentous hope:  
But despite all that, when they are in enemy territory, 
I will not reject them or despise them to the point of 
totally destroying them, breaking my covenant with 
them by doing so, because I am the Lord their God. 
But for their sake I will remember the covenant with 
the first generation, the ones I brought out of Egypt’s 
land in the sight of all the nations, in order to be their 
God; I am the Lord. 
  Even in their worst hours, according to Leviticus, 
the Jewish people will never be destroyed. Nor will 
God reject them. The covenant will still be in force 
and its terms still operative. This means that Jews 
will always be linked to one another by the same ties 
of mutual responsibility that they have in the land – 
for it was the covenant that formed them as a nation 
and bound them to one another even as it bound 
them to God. Therefore, even when falling over one 
another in flight from their enemies they will still be 
bound by mutual responsibility. They will still be a 
nation with a shared fate and destiny. 
  This is a rare and special idea, and it is the 
distinctive feature of the politics of covenant. 
Covenant became a major element in the politics of 
the West following the Reformation. It shaped 
political discourse in Switzerland, Holland, Scotland 
and England in the seventeenth century as the 
invention of printing and the spread of literacy made 
people familiar for the first time with the Hebrew 
Bible (the “Old Testament” as they called it). There 
they learned that tyrants are to be resisted, that 
immoral orders should not be obeyed, and that kings 
did not rule by divine right but only by the consent 
of the governed. 
  The same convictions were held by the Pilgrim 
Fathers as they set sail for America, but with one 
difference, that they did not disappear over time as 
they did in Europe. The result is that the United 
States is the only country today whose political 
discourse is framed by the idea of covenant. 
  Two textbook examples of this are Lyndon Baines 
Johnson’s Inaugural of 1965, and Barack Obama’s 
Second Inaugural of 2013. Both use the biblical 
device of significant repetition (always an odd 
number, three or five or seven). Johnson invokes the 
idea of covenant five times. Obama five times begins 
paragraphs with a key phrase of covenant politics – 
words never used by British politicians – namely, 
“We the people.” 
  In covenant societies it is the people as a whole 
who are responsible, under God, for the fate of the 
nation. As Johnson put it, “Our fate as a nation and 
our future as a people rest not upon one citizen but 
upon all citizens.” In Obama’s words, “You and I, as 
citizens, have the power to set this country’s course.” 
That is the essence of covenant: we are all in this 
together. There is no division of the nation into rulers 
and ruled. We are conjointly responsible, under the 
sovereignty of God, for one another. 

  This is not open-ended responsibility. There is 
nothing in Judaism like the tendentious and 
ultimately meaningless idea set out by Jean-Paul 
Sartre in Being and Nothingness of ‘absolute 
responsibility’: “The essential consequence of our 
earlier remarks is that man, being condemned to be 
free, carries the weight of the whole world on his 
shoulders, he is responsible for the world and for 
himself as a way of being.” 
  In Judaism we are responsible only for what we 
could have prevented but did not. This is how the 
Talmud puts it:  
  Whoever can forbid their household [to commit a 
sin] but does not, is seized for [the sins of] their 
household. [If they can forbid] their fellow citizens 
[but do not] they are seized for [the sins of] their 
fellow citizens. [If they can forbid] the whole world 
[but do not] they are seized for [the sins of] the 
whole world. 
  This remains a powerful idea and an unusual one. 
What made it unique to Judaism is that it applied to a 
people scattered throughout the world united only by 
the terms of the covenant our ancestors made with 
God at Mount Sinai. But it continues, as I have often 
argued, to drive American political discourse 
likewise even today. It tells us that we are all equal 
citizens in the republic of faith and that 
responsibility cannot be delegated away to 
governments or presidents but belongs inalienably to 
each of us. We are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers. 
  That is what I mean by the strange, seemingly self-
contradictory idea I have argued throughout this 
series of essays: that we are all called on to be 
leaders. One may fairly protest: if everyone is a 
leader, then no one is. If everyone leads, who is left 
to follow? The concept that resolves the 
contradiction is covenant. 
  Leadership is the acceptance of responsibility. 
Therefore if we are all responsible for one another, 
we are all called on to be leaders, each within our 
sphere of influence – be it within the family, the 
community, the organisation or a larger grouping 
still. 
  This can sometimes make an enormous difference. 
In late summer of 1999 I was in Pristina making a 
BBC television programme about the aftermath of 
the Kosovo campaign. I interviewed General Sir 
Michael Jackson, then head of the NATO forces. To 
my surprise, he thanked me for what “my people” 
had done. The Jewish community had taken charge 
of the city’s 23 primary schools. It was, he said, the 
most valuable contribution to the city’s welfare. 
When 800,000 people have become refugees and 
then return home, the most reassuring sign that life 
has returned to normal is that the schools open on 
time. That, he said, we owe to the Jewish people. 
  Meeting the head of the Jewish community later 
that day, I asked him how many Jews were there 
currently living in Pristina. His answer? Eleven. The 
story, as I later uncovered it, was this. In the early 
days of the conflict, Israel had, along with other 
international aid agencies, sent a field medical team 
to work with the Kosovan Albanian refugees. They 
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noticed that while other agencies were concentrating 
on the adults, there was no one working with the 
children. Traumatised by the conflict and far from 
home, the children were lost and unfocused with no 
systems of support in place to help them. 
  The team phoned back to Israel and asked for 
young volunteers. Every youth movement in Israel, 
from the most secular to the most religious, 
immediately formed volunteer teams of youth 
leaders, sent out to Kosovo for two-week intervals. 
They worked with the children, organising summer 
camps, sports competitions, drama and music events 
and whatever else they could think of to make their 
temporary exile less traumatic. The Kosovo 
Albanians were Muslims, and for many of the Israeli 
youth workers it was their first contact and 
friendship with children of another faith. 
  Their effort won high praise from UNICEF, the 
United Nations’ children’s organisation. It was in the 
wake of this that “the Jewish people” – Israel, the 
American-based “Joint” and other Jewish agencies – 
were asked to supervise the return to normality of 
the school system in Pristina. 
  That episode taught me the power of chessed, acts 
of kindness when extended across the borders of 
faith. It also showed the practical difference 
collective responsibility makes to the scope of the 
Jewish deed. World Jewry is small, but the invisible 
strands of mutual responsibility mean that even the 
smallest Jewish community can turn to the Jewish 
people worldwide for help, and they can achieve 
things that would be exceptional for a nation many 
times its size. 
  When the Jewish people join hands in collective 
responsibility, they become a formidable force for 
good. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
These words were written before the unbearable 
tragedy in Meron. Rabbi Riskin hopes to address the 
theological understanding of what happened after the 
Shloshim.  Our hearts go out to all that mourn; may 
the Almighty Comforter bring healing to their souls.   
“I am the Lord your God who brought you forth 
from the land of Egypt to give you the land of 
Canaan to be your God.” 
  Citing the verse above from this week’s Torah 
reading, our Sages make the striking declaration that 
only one who lives in the Land of Israel has a God, 
while one living outside the Land of Israel is 
comparable to someone without a God. 
  Rashi, in his commentary, offers a slightly different 
formulation: “Whoever lives in the Land of Israel, I 
am God to him; whoever goes out of Israel is as one 
who serves idols.” Here, too, the text equates the 
exile (or Diaspora) with idolatry, but the 
transgression of idolatry is specifically assigned to 
someone who lived in Israel and left, rather than on 
one who was born in the Diaspora and remained 
there. 
  Nevertheless, how are we to understand that to 
have or not to have a God depends on the stamp in 
your passport? Do people outside of Israel not also 
believe in God? Is God only to be found in Israel? 
  Rabbi Yaakov Yehoshua Falk, best known by the 
name of his Talmudic commentary Penei Yehoshua, 
suggests that the Land of Israel is qualitatively 
different from any other land in the world in that 
what happens to the Jewish People within it is a 
direct result of Divine activity and intervention. 
Elsewhere, the major influence comes from God’s 
messengers, so to speak, such as the natural forces of 
sun, wind, rain and rivers, the stars of the zodiac, and 
the astrological movements of the heavens. In Israel, 
God Himself directs the destiny of its inhabitants. 
  Rabbi Shlomo Efraim Luntchitz, author of Kli 
Yakar, notes that a person could imagine that after 
allowing the land to lie fallow during the Sabbatical 

year—and in the event of the Jubilee year, the land 
would lie fallow for two whole years—the Jews 
would not have enough to eat during the following 
year. The fact that they did, demonstrated to them—
as well as to the rest of the world—that Israel and 
her people were directly guided by the Divine, and 
not by the usual laws of nature, climate and 
agriculture. 
  Rabbi Yitzhak Arama, in his Biblical commentary 
Akedat Yitzhak, sees in the Sabbatical-Jubilee cycle 
an allegory to ultimate world redemption: six years 
of work and one year of rest are intended to invoke 
the messianic era that will begin at the end of the 
sixth millennium when the world as we know it, and 
the work we do in it, will also come to a halt. At that 
time, one thousand years of the Sabbath, or the 
messianic millennium, will commence. 
  These unique years, as well as ultimate salvation, 
are inextricably bound up with the Land of Israel, 
both in terms of the fact that they are laws that apply 
exclusively to the Holy Land and that all our 
prophets insist that the acceptance of ethical 
monotheism and peaceful harmony by all nations of 
the world will be the result of Torah emanating from 
Jerusalem against the backdrop of a secure Israel. 
  I would like to add a more prosaic view to these 
fascinating interpretations. The Biblical phrase, “a 
Sabbath unto God” with regard to the Sabbatical 
year summarizes exactly how our land is different 
from all other lands: Jews in all lands are 
commanded to keep the Sabbath, but there is only 
one place in the world where even the land must 
keep the Sabbath (six years of work and one of rest)
—here in Israel! 
  The significance of the land keeping the Sabbath is 
that in the very essence of Israel’s soil lies an 
expression of the Divine will. In Israel, even the land 
is literally commanded to obey God’s laws! God 
thereby becomes intimately involved in the very soil 
of the Land of Israel, something which does not 
happen anywhere else. 
  I would also suggest that every other country in the 
world distinguishes the religious from the civic, the 
ritual from the cultural. Only in Israel does there 
exist an opportunity for the Jew to express his 
culture and the culture of his environment in 
religious and Godly terms. Only in Israel can the Jew 
lead a life not of synthesis but of wholeness, not as a 
Jew at home and a cultural, national gentleman in the 
marketplace, but as an indivisible child of God and 
descendant of Abraham and Sarah. Here we have a 
unique opportunity to express our spiritual ideals in 
Mahane Yehuda as well as in the synagogue, in the 
theater as well as in the study hall. 
  This sets the stage for a most profound vision of the 
Sabbatical and Jubilee years: when the values of the 
Torah permeate both sacred and mundane, then all 
forms of slavery can be obliterated, financial 
hardships resolved, and familial homesteads 
restored. Only in Israel do we have the potential to 
fully experience God both in the ritual and in the 
social, political and economic aspects of our lives. 
Only in Israel do we have the potential of taking our 
every step in the presence of the Divine. 
Dvar Torah: Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 
Do you know a four lettered Hebrew word 
comprised of the same four letters?  The answer is 
 spelling the word ‘U’vavo’ meaning, ‘and his וווו
hook’.   I doubt there is a phenomenon of this sort in 
any other language and I doubt that there is a letter 
as significant and powerful as the ‘ו’ in any other 
language. 
  Let’s look at an example in Parashat Bechakotai. 
The Torah presents us with the tochacha in which 
we’re told, God forbid, the time could come when 
the people of Israel, dispersed amongst the nations, 
would suffer immeasurably. Hashem then gives us a 

promise, וזכרתי את בריתי יעקוב I remember my 
covenant with Jacob – meaning, God tells us – the 
Jewish people will live on forever. 
  Rashi highlights the fact that the name ‘Ya’akov’ in 
this verse, is spelled with a ׳ו׳. It’s one of only five 
occasions in the whole of the bible in which Ya’akov 
has a ׳ו׳. He points out that this matches the five 
occasions on which Eliyahu the prophet is missing a 
 .at the end of his name ’ו‘
  Rashi tells us that Ya’akov took the ׳ו׳s from 
Eliyahu as collateral, to guarantee that one day, 
Eliyahu will come to the descendants of Ya’akov to 
retrieve his ׳ו׳s and then in our presence he would 
herald the arrival of the great messianic era. 
  Now, why the ו to represent all of this? In the 
concluding Mishnah in Masechet Ediyot, our sages 
teach us that Eliyahu will come ‘לעשות שלום בעולם’ – 
‘to make peace on earth’. The ו is the ultimate 
coordinating conjunction. It is a symbol of 
togetherness, of unity and of peace. We know from 
the book of Shemot, that in the construction of the 
Mishkan, that ווים (hooks) were used. And indeed, in 
the Torah, the letter ו looks like a hook. The ווים were 
used in order to bring all the elements together to 
construct one edifice. 
  That’s the power of the ו, that’s why the middle 
letter of the Torah is a ו in the word גחון in Parshat 
Shmini, bringing the two parts together. As is the 
case with the opening letter of every column of the 
Torah, with the exception of only five (all for good 
reasons), starts with a ו, to show that the whole Torah 
was given as one from Hashem. 
  So this is the power and significance of the letter ו – 
and we are finding that it is the prevailing mood and 
atmosphere within our society right now, as the 
coronavirus sweeps through our counties. In the 
midst of the tragedy we are seeing a welcome 
element of unity. People feel connected to one 
another and at peace. 
  The reason is obvious! All our societies are being 
threatened by the same hidden enemy. Let us 
therefore guarantee that the spirit of the letter ו, this 
element of togetherness and peace, will prevail well 
beyond these times. May we witness the coming of 
the prophet Elijah, followed by the messianic era 
speedily in our times. 
Torah.Org: Rabbi Yissocher Frand [Excerpt] 
Yovel Is About Going Back to the Source 
The Maharal says it is no coincidence that Yovel is 
related to Yom Kippur. Yovel is not triggered by 
Rosh HaShannah, Succos, or Pesach of the fiftieth 
year. It is specifically Yom Kippur of the fiftieth 
year. There is something interrelated between Yom 
Kippur and Yovel. The connection is thematic. Yovel 
is all about going back to the source. Things return 
to the original configuration that they are supposed 
to be in. The field that was in someone’s family for 
generations but had to be sold out of desperation 
because of poverty – now that field comes back to 
where it belongs. 
  Everyone who understands the depths of the matter 
realizes that Yom Kippur and Yovel teach one and 
the same lesson. Yovel marks the return of 
everything to its original status. And so too, on Yom 
Kippur, everyone returns to his original status (of 
presumed innocence).  Yes, we may have strayed 
during the course of the year. We all stray. But Yom 
Kippur, we go back to the Source, to the Ribono shel 
Olam. We go back to our pristine relationship with 
Him. Rashi emphasizes the primary role of Yom 
Kippur in setting the date of Yovel: “From the fact 
that it mentions Yom Kippur, would I not realize that 
we are speaking about the tenth of the seventh 
month?” Even though it might be mentioned second 
in the pasuk, it needs to be treated as the primary 
factor in the setting of the Yovel year because Yovel 
and Yom Kippur are two sides of the same coin.
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Rashi z”l writes, based on the Gemara (Kiddushin 20a), that
the various sections of Parashat Behar, the first Parashah we
read this week, follow a precise order: First, the Torah
prohibits us from doing business with the produce of
Shemittah / the Sabbatical year. If, nevertheless, one covets
money and trades in Shemittah produce, he eventually will
become destitute and will need to sell his movable property. If
he still does not desist, he will next need to sell his real estate.
If he still does not get the message, he will need to sell his
house. Eventually, he will need to borrow money on interest. If
he still does not mend his ways, he will, as time goes on, be
compelled to sell himself as a slave to another Jew. If he still
does not abandon his evil ways, he eventually will sell himself
to a heathen! [Until here from Rashi]

R’ Yerachmiel Shulman z”l Hy”d (Menahel Ruchani of the
Bet Yosef-Novardok Yeshiva in Pinsk, Poland; killed in the
Holocaust) writes: Possibly, there was no greater tragedy for
19th century Russian Jewry than the “Cantonist Decree,” under
which Jewish children were kidnaped and impressed into
decades of oppressive military service. How then can we
imagine that a Jew would “kidnap” himself and sell himself as
a slave to a heathen? Clearly, R’ Shulman answers, the Torah is
not describing a punishment for violating the Shemittah.
Rather, it is describing a form of madness that comes upon one
who abandons the Torah. One who lets go of the Torah a little
bit is at risk for eventually letting go completely, followed by
letting go of his common sense and even his very humanity, the
Torah warns.  – Continued in box inside –

Tefilah
This year, we will iy”H devote this space to discussing various aspects of our

prayers.

Midrash Rabbah (beginning of Parashat Va’etchanan) teaches that there
are ten different words for prayer:

1) “Shav’ah” ( ) (Shmot 2:23); 2) “Tze’akah” ( ) (ibid);
3) “Ne’akah” ( ) (Shmot 2:24); 4) “Rinah” ( ) (Yirmiyah 7:16);
5) “Pegi’ah” ( ) (ibid); 6) “Bitzur” ( ) (Tehilim 18:7);
7) “Keri’ah” ( ) (ibid); 8) “Nipul” ( ) (Devarim 9:25);
9) “Pilul” ( ) (Tehilim 106:30); and
10) “Tachanunim” ( ) (Devarim 3:23).

Midrash Yalkut Shimoni adds three more: “Atirah: ( ) (Bereishit
25:21); “Amidah” ( ) (Tehilim 106:30); and “Chilui” ( ) (Shmot
32:11). [We will iy”H discuss these different types of prayer in future issues.]

R’ Shimshon Dovid Pinkus z”l (rabbi of Ofakim, Israel; died 2001) writes:
Just as a person should not be content to study one tractate of Talmud his
entire life--rather, he should pursue broad Torah knowledge--so one should
utilize multiple forms of prayer, as appropriate for the occasion (besides
ensuring that he prays with Kavanah and in accordance with all the laws of
prayer). If a person has an urgent need for which to pray, knowing the
correct form could mean the difference between being answered or not
being answered.

For example, in the second blessing of Shemoneh Esrei, we praise Hashem
as the one who heals the sick. One who pours his heart out for his sick
relative when he says those words is not utilizing prayer properly, for that
blessing is a place for praising Hashem, not for making requests.  

(She’arim B’Tefilah p.1)
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“Speak to Bnei Yisrael and say to them, ‘If a man articulates a vow

to Hashem . . .’” (27:2)
Following the Tochachah / rebuke and curses in Parashat Ki Tavo,

Moshe Rabbeinu comforts Bnei Yisrael (Devarim 29:9), “You are standing
today, all of you, before Hashem, your Elokim . . .” Rashi z”l explains: “When
Yisrael heard the ninety-eight curses, besides the forty-nine in Sefer Vayikra
[i.e., in our Parashah], their faces turned pale. They exclaimed, ‘Who can
possibly withstand these?!’ Therefore, Moshe began to calm them, ‘See! You
are standing before Hashem today!”–Many times you have provoked the
Omnipresent to anger and yet He has not destroyed you. Rather, you still
continue in His presence. [Until here from Rashi]

R’ Amram Zvi Gruenwald z”l (1907-1951; Dayan / rabbinical court judge
in Oyber-Visheve, Hungary and rabbi in the Fernwald D.P. camp) asks: Why
is the Tochachah in our Parashah not followed by words of comfort?

He answers: The Tochachah in our Parashah is followed immediately by
the instruction to appraise the assets of a person who vows to donate his
worth to the Bet Hamikdash but does not have enough wealth to fulfill his
vow completely. The Halachah is that such a person must be left with the
tools of his trade and enough assets to sustain himself. This, writes
R’ Gruenwald, is the “missing” expression of comfort after the Tochachah,
for it teaches that Hashem never abandons a Jew completely.  

(Zichron Amram Zvi)

2
“Speak to Bnei Yisrael and say to them, ‘When you come into the

land that I give you, the land shall observe a Sabbath rest for Hashem.
For six years you may sow your field and for six years you may prune
your vineyard, and you may gather in its crop. But the seventh year
shall be a complete rest for the land . . .’”  (25:2-4)

R’ Eliezer Dovid Gruenwald z”l (1867-1928; rabbi and Rosh Yeshiva in
Oyber Visheve, Hungary and other towns) writes: These verses seem out
of order: First the Torah should say that we may work our fields for six
years; then it should say that the seventh year should be a sabbatical! Why
does it first say, “The land shall observe a Sabbath rest for Hashem”?

He explains: A Midrash records that the Torah complained to Hashem,
“When Bnei Yisrael enter the Land, this one will turn to his home, and this
one will turn to his vineyard. What will become of me? [Who will study
Torah when Mahn no longer falls and the Jewish People need to work for
their livelihoods?]” Hashem appeased the Torah: “I have given them
Shabbat so that they will have a day on which to engage in Torah study.”
[Until here from the Midrash]

This, continues R’ Gruenwald, is alluded to in our verses. The “Sabbath
rest” referred to in verse 2 is not the Shemittah; that is mentioned
expressly in verse 4. Rather, verse 2 is reminding us of the importance of
observing Shabbat after we have entered Eretz Yisrael and begun working
our fields.

In addition, this verse sheds light on the reason for the Mitzvah of
Shemittah. Even if you have observed the “Sabbath rest,” i.e., you have
devoted Shabbat to Torah study while working on the weekdays--that is
only for six years. In the seventh year, even the weekdays should be like
Shabbat--devoted to Torah study.  (Keren Le’Dovid)

“For Bnei Yisrael are servants to Me, they are My servants, whom
I have taken out of the land of Egypt--I am Hashem, your Elokim.” 
(25:55)

R’ Yaakov Chagiz z”l (1620-1674; Morocco, Italy, and Turkey) writes
that perhaps this verse means: “Bnei Yisrael are servants to Me”--they are
already My servants, as is everyone in the world, because I created them.
Moreover, “They (Bnei Yisrael) are My servants”--they owe special loyalty
to Me because I took them out of the land of Egypt.

This, continues R’ Chagiz, certainly obligates us to have Yirah / fear and
awe of Hashem, to sit before Him as servants sit before their master.
Moreover, this should motivate a person to want to serve Hashem. Because
of the importance of these lessons, concludes R’ Chagiz, belief in the Exodus
is the key principle in the Torah.  (Orach Mishor ch.1)

– Continued from front page –
R’ Shulman continues: Without the foregoing explanation, it would be

difficult to understand why the consequences of violating the Shemittah
are so harsh. After all, observing the Shemittah--watching strangers freely
picking the produce in one’s fields--is an incredibly difficult challenge.
Moreover, the Torah seems to send conflicting messages: For six years,
the fields are private property. In certain circumstances, the Torah even
permits killing an intruder to protect one’s private property. Then,
suddenly, the seventh year arrives and private fields become free for all?!

The answer, R’ Shulman writes, is that the Torah is teaching us a
healthy attitude towards money: Private property is recognized and
respected, but a person also must know how to restrain his desire for
money. One who works on his Middot / character traits--such as the
negative Middah of “Chemdah” / covetousness discussed here--in
accordance with the Torah will live a life of sanity. Without the Torah’s
safeguards, the world becomes an insane place where a Jew could even
sell himself as a slave to a heathen.

(Letter “Bet” printed at the beginning of Peninei Ha’chochmah)



PRESIDENT RIVLIN TASKS YAIR LAPID WITH FORMING A 
GOVERNMENT (YNet 5/5/21) 
President Reuven Rivlin Wednesday announced that he has decided to task 
Yesh Atid leader Yair Lapid with forming Israel's next government.  
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's deadline for forming a government 
expired at midnight, with the country's longest-serving prime minister having 
failed again to break more than two years of political deadlock. 
"It is clear that Knesset member Yair Lapid has a chance to form a 
government that will earn the confidence of the Knesset, even if the 
difficulties are many," Rivlin said during his announcement, which was made 
following consultations with Israel's political parties. 
During those talks, Lapid received 56 recommendations to be the next 
candidate to receive the mandate, including from Gideon Saar's New Hope 
party and five out of six MKs from the predominantly Arab Joint List.  
Yamina leader Naftali Bennett received seven nominations, with the 52-MK 
right-wing bloc headed by Netanyahu asking for the mandate to be returned 
to Knesset.   
Mansour Abbas' Ra'am party made no recommendation to Rivlin, though it 
said in a statement after the decision that it would cooperate "positively" with 
whichever party receives the mandate. 
"My fellow Israelis," Rivlin continued, "we have been caught in a maze – if 
not a political crisis – for some time now. But we 
must not allow these difficulties to undermine our 
faith that we are on the right path, and that we 
can continue to build the sovereignty of the 
Israeli people here. Whatever it takes, we will 
know how to come out of this stronger, unified, 
on the highway guided by Israeli society." 
"Once I was young and now I am old, but I have never seen any crisis that 
has weakened the spirit of this wonderful people. 
Lapid, whose late father was a Cabinet minister and who himself is a veteran 
journalist and politician, now has four weeks to reach a deal with potential 
partners. 
The 57-year-old entered Knesset in 2013 after a successful career as a 
newspaper columnist, TV anchor and author. His new Yesh Atid party ran a 
successful rookie campaign, landing Lapid the powerful post of finance 
minister. But he and Netanyahu did not get along, and the coalition quickly 
crumbled. Yesh Atid has been in the opposition since 2015 elections. The 
party is popular with secular, middle-class voters and has been critical of 
Netanyahu’s close ties with ultra-Orthodox parties and said the prime 
minister should step down while on trial for corruption charges. 

LAPID, BENNETT HOPE TO FORM GOVERNMENT WITHIN A WEEK 
(JPost 5/5/21) 
Yesh Atid leader Yair Lapid and Yamina chairman Naftali Bennett intend to 
engage in marathon talks to form a unity government beginning Thursday 
after President Reuven Rivlin announced Wednesday night that he is 
entrusting Lapid with the second mandate to form a government. 
Lapid and Bennett wanted to form a government as soon as possible and 
believe it can be done within a week. They expressed concern that if they did 
not hurry, their efforts could be harmed by Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, whose mandate ended Tuesday night without a coalition being 
formed and who is trying to sabotage the formation of a government that 
would replace him. 
Yamina MKs are under pressure to oppose a unity government, following the  

lead of MK Amichai Chikli, who announced his opposition on Wednesday 
morning. Netanyahu vowed that more MKs would join him. 
Lapid pledged to do everything to ensure that an Israeli unity government will 
be formed as soon as possible. 
“After two years of political paralysis, Israeli society is hurting,” he said. A 
unity government isn’t a compromise or a last resort - it’s a goal, it’s what we 
need. We need a government that will reflect the fact that we don’t hate one 
another. A government in which Left, Right and Center will work together to 
tackle the economic and security challenges we face; a government that will 
show that our differences are a source of strength, not weakness.” 

JERUSALEM'S JEWISH MAJORITY HITS NEW LOW (Arutz-7 5/5/21) 
The Jewish majority in Israel’s capital city continues to shrink, a new report 
finds, with just slightly over 60% of Jerusalemites being Jewish. 
According to a report published in Hebrew Wednesday by the Jerusalem 
Institute for Policy Studies ahead of Jerusalem Day, at the end of 2020, just 
60.4% of residents of Jerusalem were Jewish. 
There were a total of 952,000 residents of the capital at the end of 2020, the 
report said, of which 38% were Arabs and 62% were in the category of ‘Jews 
and others’. 
Within the non-Arab population, two-thirds of Jerusalemites are religious – 

either haredi or Religious Zionist – with just one-
third of the Jewish population identifying as non-
religious – a far smaller proportion than in Israel 
generally. 
In 2019, a majority of Jerusalem’s 936,400 
residents lived in areas liberated in 1967, with 

581,100 people, or 62.1% of the total, compared to 355,300, or 37.9% of 
residents who lived in western Jerusalem. 
Western Jerusalem’s residents were overwhelmingly Jewish in 2019 
(98.65%), with just 4,800 Arab residents. The remainder of the city, often 
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dubbed ‘east Jerusalem’, was 60.92% Arab in 2019, with 354,000 Arab 
residents, compared to 227,100 Jewish residents (39.08%). 
The demographic balance of eastern Jerusalem has remained relatively 
stable over the past 40 years, though the Jewish proportion has declined 
somewhat since it peaked in the mid-1990s. 
In 1983, 39.29% of the area’s population was Jewish, rising to 46.15% in 
1996 before declining to 43.40% in 2005 and 40.72% in 2010. 
However, the Jewish majority city-wide has fallen steadily since reunification 
after Six Day war in 1967, with the decline accelerating in recent years. 
Nearly three-quarters (74%) of residents were Jewish (or other non-Arab 
groups included in the data) after reunification in 1967, with that percentage 
falling to 70% in 1995. 
Since then, the decline has increased, with the Jewish majority falling to 68% 
by 2000, 66% by 2005, 64% by 2010, and 63% by 2015, with the figure now 
standing at just 62%, the lowest since Israel’s establishment, and roughly at 
the level it stood on the eve of Israel’s establishment in 1948, before the city 
was divided. 
The Arab population rose by a whopping 72% since 2000, increasing from 
209,000 to 359,000 in 2019. The Jewish population, by contrast, grew by a 
total of just 28.7% over that same period. 
The trend may be reversing, however, with Arab growth on the decline. While 
the Jewish total growth rate declined steadily since 1967 and through the 
2000s, that decline reversed itself in the last decade. 
Nearly two-thirds (65%) of the 25,400 babies born in Jerusalem in 2019 were 
born to Jewish mothers – a greater proportion than the Jewish majority in the 
overall population of the city (62%). 
However, the city experienced a net negative migration of 8,200 residents 
that year, with over 20,000 total leaving, with the vast majority of departing 
residents coming from the Jewish sector. 
 
SECOND SA'AR 6 CORVETTE WARSHIP ON ITS WAY TO ISRAEL (JPost 
5/6/21) 
The Israeli Navy’s second Sa’ar 6 corvette warship, the INS Oz, was officially 
handed over in Germany on Tuesday and is expected to dock in Haifa in the 
coming weeks. 
The handover ceremony took place in Kiel, Germany, at the Thyssenkrupp 
Marine Systems (TKMS) dock and was attended by the Israeli Ambassador 
to Germany Jeremy Issacharoff and Israel Navy head of shipyard equipment 
Brig.-Gen. Ariel Shir. 
Built by Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems in Kiel, Germany, the INS Oz is the 
second of four Sa'ar 6 ships to come to Israel following the INS Magen, 
which arrived in December, and will be operational in the next year or two. 
The two others are named the INS Atzma’ut and the INS Nitzahon, with the 
last expected to arrive by the end of 2021. 
The arrival of the ships is the result of an ongoing partnership between Israel 
and Germany to strengthen their strategic cooperation.  
Israel’s Navy is made up of routine patrol units, submarines (Shayetet 7), 
naval special forces (Shayetet 13) and missile boats (Shayetet 3). The new 
ships, which will give the Navy a total of 15 missile ships along with the aging 
Sa’ar 5 missile ships that are nearing 30 years old, will be the backbone of 
the fleet. 
Each state-of-the-art ship will also be outfitted with cyber and electronic 
warfare systems and Elta’s EL/M-2248 MF-STAR active electronically 
scanned array radar capable of tracking both air and surface targets. The 
ship will be equipped with most of its weapons and radar systems in Israel.  
The Sa’ar 6 ships are part and parcel to the IDF’s new multi-dimensional 
warfare strategy that is a key part of the IDF’s Momentum multi-year plan to 
quickly and efficiently defeat the enemy. Under the plan, all branches of the 
military will be interconnected and working directly together to increase the 
number of enemy targets destroyed -though mostly by the Air Force- and aid 
ground forces on the frontlines. 
Should a war break out, at least two Sa’ar 6 ships will be deployed to protect 
Israel’s Exclusive Economic Zone and gas rigs while the rest of the fleet 

would assist ground forces by bombarding enemy troops and weapons 
systems that could target both the home front and gas rigs while 
simultaneously destroying any aerial targets fired towards maritime assets 
and naval vessels. 
 
ISRAELI, EGYPTIAN SOLDIERS DANCE TOGETHER AT THE BORDER 
(Israel Hayom 5/5/21) 
A video currently making the rounds on Palestinian social media sites shows 
two female IDF soldiers dancing with two Egyptian soldiers on the other side 
of the border, several dozen yards in the distance. The song playing in the 
background is "Habib Galabi" by the popular Israeli band A-Wa. 
The otherwise jovial scene depicted in the video is in stark contrast to the 
other reality along the Israeli-Egyptian border, in which IDF troops stationed 
in the area must cope with armed drug smugglers. 
According to the IDF, there has been an increase in smuggling attempts in 
the first quarter of 2021, and, as a result, drug busts carried out by soldiers. 
 
ISRAEL TO SEND COVID-19 EMERGENCY AID TO INDIA (Arutz-7 5/3/21) 
Israel will begin sending emergency medical aid, including badly needed 
oxygen equipment, to India on Tuesday, the Foreign Ministry said, to help 
fight the world's biggest COVID-19 surge. 
In a statement on Monday, the ministry said a series of flights throughout the 
week would carry aid that included thousands of group and individual oxygen 
generators, as well as respirators, medications and other medical equipment. 
"The extension of emergency assistance is an expression of the deep 
friendship between our countries in India's time of need," the statement 
quoted Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi as saying. 
International aid has poured into India in response to the crisis as the 
country's health system struggles to cope under the weight of new COVID-19 
cases, with hospitals running out of beds and oxygen. 
Both nations have been enjoying a warm relationship in recent years, with 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Indian counterpart Narendra Modi 
fostering a close personal friendship. 
In the early days of the pandemic, the world's largest democracy rushed to 
send the Jewish state a five-tonne cargo of medicines, including anti-malarial 
drug hydroxychloroquine — which was then speculated to be effective in 
treating COVID-19 — despite Delhi placing stringent restrictions on the 
export of pharmaceuticals. 
Now it's Israel's turn to return the favor as the country seems to have 
defeated the pandemic within its borders after a successful vaccine rollout 
that has seen more than half of its population inoculated against coronavirus. 
 
POLICE CLOSES TEMPLE MOUNT TO JEWS INDEFINITELY (YNet 
5/4/21) 
Israel Police Tuesday banned Jewish visitors from visiting the Temple Mount 
until further notice as tensions rise in the Old City of the Israeli capital. 
Police were said to have informed Jewish groups organizing Temple Mount 
visits of the moratorium.  
The purported move is designed to ward off further tensions after clashes 
and riots in East Jerusalem amid the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. Jews, 
however, will be allowed to enter the area on Jerusalem Day next week. 
Tensions in Jerusalem, specifically around the Old City, reached a boiling 
point last month after police prevented people from congregating outside 
Damascus Gate at the beginning of Ramadan, which Arabs said was an 
inflammatory move that obstructed a long-held tradition of gathering at the 
site during the Muslim holy month. Authorities later canceled the policy. 
 
LEBANON AND ISRAEL RESUME INDIRECT TALKS ON MARITIME 
BORDER (Israel Hayom 5/4/21) 
After a nearly six-month pause, Lebanon and Israel on Tuesday resumed 
indirect talks with U.S. mediation over their disputed maritime border. 
The resumption comes after a new US administration took over. Lebanon 
has sunk deeper into an economic and financial crisis that started in late 
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2019 – a culmination of decades of corruption and mismanagement by the 
political class. 
The small Mediterranean country is eager to resolve the border dispute with 
Israel, paving the way for potential lucrative oil and gas deals. 
Local media said the talks resumed at a UN post along the border known as 
Ras Naqoura, on the edge of the Lebanese border town of Naqoura. The 
Lebanese delegation will speak through UN and US officials to the Israelis. 
 
MERON EVENT ORGANIZERS IGNORED MAJOR SAFETY REPORT 
DAYS BEFORE DISASTER (YNet 5/3/21) 
Organizers of the Mount Meron festival, which ended in a deadly stampede, 
appeared to have ignored a major safety report on the religious site, issued 
just eight days before the disaster.  
The stampede that broke out at the Lag BaOmer festivities on Mount Meron 
overnight Thursday claimed the lives of 45 worshippers, including 10 
children, becoming the worst civilian disaster in the country's history.  
The National Fire and Rescue Services report, which was seen by Ynet, 
demanded that two separate paths be prepared to regulate the passage of 
people in and out of the Toldos Aharon compound, where the stampede 
occurred.  
The report specified that if the number of worshipers in the compound was to 
exceed 9,000, four passageways in and out would be needed. 
During last week's festivities, there was only one passageway open and the 
crush that took place killed 45 people and injured 150 others. 
The National Fire and Rescue Services is responsible by law for safety 
regulations in mass events held outdoors and its officials send their report to 
the Hassidic Toldos Aharon group, who were responsible for the festivities on 
the compound, and to their representative Zvi Heller. 
In the four-page report, the fire and rescue officials detailed dozens of steps 
that must be taken to safeguard the compound ahead the event.  
Besides fire safety restrictions and fire-fighting equipment that must be in 
place, the report specified the emergency escape routes that must be 
prepared, including "an adequate road for the use of emergency vehicles that 
must be cleared from any obstructions". The report assigned the organizers 
of the event as those who are responsible for compliance with the written 
demands. 
In item "Number 7" of the report, the Fire and Rescue Services said the 
danger of the compound's single passageway. "In the specified area outside 
the structure, there must be at least two separate passageways.  
"In case of over 6,000 participants, three passageways must be in place and 
in case of 9,000 participants, four passageways must be available."  
The organizers of the festivities at the Toldos Aharon compound assured the 
Fire and Rescue Services officials, who inspected the site before issuing the 
report, that no more than 5,000 people would attend but on the night of the 
disaster, an estimated 20,000 people were inside the compound and only 
one passageway in and out of the compound was open. 
The report will be at the heart of the Justice Ministry probe into the police 
conduct and will be part of any further investigation into the disaster. 
 
AFTER MERON, RESCUE TEAM TRAINS WITH IDF FOR MASS 
CASUALTY EVENT (Arutz-7 5/5/21) 
On Tuesday night, just five days after the Meron tragedy, United Hatzalah 
held a mass-casualty-incident (MCI) training drill in the northern city of Kiryat 
Shmona. The drill simulated a motor vehicle accident involving two 
minibusses that left 30 people of various ages “injured”. Participating in the 
drill together with United Hatzalah was the IDF, the Upper Galilee and Mt. 
Hermon Search and Rescue Units, The Psychotrauma team run by Dr. 
Moshe Farchi of Tel-Chai College, the Fire Department, and the police 
department. 
The drill simulated more than 30 casualties all of whom had sustained 
various injuries. The use of make-up and special effects were employed in 
creating a realistic scenario in which emergency medical service personnel 

from all of the different organizations involved could identify and treat the 
injured. 
Chapter Head of the Upper Galilee Chapter, Vicki Tiferet spoke about the 
success of the drill. “The training drill was successful and incredibly helpful in 
providing our volunteers with a chance to hone their skills in treating severe 
trauma victims while working in partnership with the other rescue forces that 
would arrive in such a situation. Everyone, both the United Hatzalah 
volunteers as well as the other emergency personnel who responded to the 
incident worked really hard and surpassed my expectations.” 
President and Founder of United Hatzalah Eli Beer spoke about the 
importance of training drills like this one, especially following the Meron 
tragedy. 
“Last month, we held an MCI training drill in Nahariya. The volunteers who 
participated in that drill were better prepared to respond to the tragic event 
that took place this past week in Meron, and I have no doubt that the training 
they received resulted in a faster response in Meron and better care being 
provided for the injured. I have no doubt that the emphasis which United 
Hatzalah places upon constantly training our volunteers, especially MCI 
training, resulted in lives being saved in Meron." 
"That is why we continue to conduct these training exercises so that all of our 
volunteers can participate in these drills and experience the chaos that can 
occur during an MCI and learn how to make order out of it on every 
operational level, from the head of our operations and medical departments 
to each and every volunteer." 
"During an MCI, the decisions made by each and every individual volunteer, 
as well as larger operational decisions, can save many lives. We need to be 
ready because the next MCI is not a question of if, but when. The more joint 
exercises like this that we do, the better the cross-organizational cooperation 
will be during a real-life incident and that will result in the patients receiving 
better care faster and more lives being saved.” 
United Hatzalah wishes to thank the Municipality of Kiryat Shmona, the 
Upper Galilee and Mount Hermon Search and Rescue Units, the IDF, the 
Fire Department, and the Police Department for their cooperation and 
collaboration in conducting this drill. 
 
DEFEATING ODDS, ISRAELI TEAM CROWNED FIBA EUROPE CUP 
CHAMPION (Israel Hayom 4/29/21) 
Ironi Ness Ziona has been crowned as the new International Basketball 
Federation Europe Cup champions after beating Stal Ostrow Wielkopolski 
and earning their first title in a European club competition. 
According to FIBA's website, Ironi Ness Ziona – an Israeli Basketball Premier 
League club – came out on top for an 82-74 victory behind 21 points from 
Nimrod Levi, while Jerome Meyinsse produced a double-double with 14 
points and 13 rebounds. 
Wayne Selden was named Final Four MVP after backing up his Semi-Final 
heroics for the Israeli club with 13 points, 4 rebounds and 6 assists in their 
Final triumph. 
Ironi Ness Ziona are the first Israeli team to win the FIBA Europe Cup. 
Stal Ostrow Wielkopolski, also known as Arged BMSLAM Stal, had been 
bidding to become the first team to win the competition without a loss en 
route to the title. 
The game was attended by FIBA Secretary General Andreas Zagklis and 
FIBA Executive Director Europe Kamil Novak, among other dignitaries. 
 
ISRAEL CANNOT PLAY THE BLAME GAME OVER MERON DISASTER 
(Ben-Dror Yemini, YNet 5/2/21) 
It is hardly surprising that it did not take long to hear the calls for a 
commission of inquiry into the events leading to Thursday's disaster on 
Mount Meron. As if this were the solution to every problem. 
But such commissions cannot be the answer; in fact many that were 
appointed to investigate past events provided no solutions and only made 
things worse. 
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The calls for a commission of inquiry are welcoming a witch hunt. There are 
always senior members of the judiciary at the head of the commissions, yet a 
judge is a professional assigner of blame. 
People summoned to testify at such commissions arrive armed with lawyers 
to defend them during a process aimed at finding those culpable.  
Even when such commissions release practical recommendations, they are 
rarely adopted or put into action, and the public interest largely lies with 
whose heads will roll.  
The tragedy last week, which resulted in the deaths of 45 children and adults, 
must be take a new investigative approach, using a panel of experts who 
understand the complexities of large public events. 
We must understand the decision-making process by the police that blocked 
the already narrow exit from the Toldos Aharon compound.  
If political pressure was indeed put on police and other local authorities to 
allow such a large crowd to attend, was this the cause of the disaster? 
We must hear the truth from witnesses who will testify without fearing they 
could incriminate themselves. These witnesses must not be placed into a 
trial-like setting, for the aim of the investigation must be to repair 
inadequacies and not assign blame. 
After the 2000 riots in the Arab sector resulted in the deaths of 13 
demonstrators, a commission of inquiry into the handling of the protests was 
set up under Supreme Court Justice Theodor Or. Can anyone remember 
what the recommendations that followed were? 
Even the inquiry into IDF failings before the 1973 Yom Kippur War, which 
placed the blame on then-IDF chief of staff David Elazar, would have ruled 
differently today now that more information has come to light. 
Have any commissions made any difference, or is their creation merely 
Israel's knee-jerk response to every disaster? 
We need the situation on Mount Meron, with its building violations, narrow 
passageways and overcrowding, to be rectified before there is further 
tragedy.  
That must be the focus. It cannot be a manhunt to satisfy our desire to blame 
someone for these terrible events. 
 
MERON TRAGEDY UNDERSCORES DANGEROUS DIVISIONS IN 
ISRAEL (Dan Perry, JPost 5/5/21) 
Last week’s Lag Ba’omer disaster is a heartbreaking event that cannot fail to 
move any decent person contemplating the lives and dreams cruelly cut 
short. But there is also dishonesty in the narrative that presents it as an all-
Israeli tragedy that has brought the country together.  
It is true that Arab-Israelis in the Galilee participated in the rescue effort on 
Mount Meron and Tel Avivians donated blood. But such welcome solidarity 
should not obscure the fact that the secular part of Israel feels less kinship 
toward the 45 victims than the country’s earnest media rather piously 
suggests. 
The perhaps shocking truth should be faced because it contains more than a 
hint of a percolating cultural war driven by more mutual antipathy than a 
society can contain without imploding. 
It derives not from ignorant “phobias,” but rather a head-on civilizational 
disagreement yielding nearly maximal disrespect of each other’s lifestyles 
and beliefs. Such conflict cannot be papered over with platitudes or easily 
resolved through listening and compromise, though these things will be 
needed alongside honesty and focus. 
People cannot reasonably be expected to respect and acquiesce to 
everything. The principled have red lines. 
Haredim (ultra-Orthodox), who believe in the literal truth of ancient Jewish 
teachings and truly desire religion to dominate their lives, cannot be expected 
to respect secular culture. And increasingly many make no pretense about 
viewing secular culture (from Ancient Greece to the Enlightenment to 
contemporary empiricism and liberal democracy) as an “empty cart” worthy 
mostly of disdain. 
Secular people, meanwhile, cannot truly be expected to respect the haredi 
way. Liberals among them face the classic paradox of how to confront  

illiberalism. 
They cannot be expected to respect a way of life that encourages all adult 
men to study religion all their lives and expect to receive stipends from the 
taxpayer rather than pay tuition. They cannot be expected to respect gender 
dogma that bars women from haredi parties’ Knesset lists and in some cases 
from singing in public or sharing common spaces on a bus (and the list goes 
on, with strong haredi support). 
Secular people cannot be expected to respect (and happily fund) an 
educational system that in most cases refuses to teach high schoolers math, 
science and English, and thus renders them unemployable in a modern 
economy (indeed, male haredim have an abysmal workforce participation 
rate of under 50%, and many of the employed occupy make-work positions in 
a vast, state-funded rabbinical apparatus). 
Secular people cannot be expected to respect the argument that religious 
study should forever excuse the student from the military service which is 
imposed on non-haredi Jews. That the haredi vote is almost totally right-wing 
– and thus blocks peace efforts with the Palestinians – makes this position 
unendurably hypocritical to many. 
Secular people cannot be expected to forever accept the “status quo” with 
the haredim which denies civil marriage (for secular people of any religion or 
none) and commerce and public transportation on the Shabbat. 
Then there is the issue that normally dare not speak its name: a haredi 
birthrate that has few equals on the planet (7.1 children per woman on 
average) in part enabled by taxpayer-provided child subsidies. This means 
that the haredi population – currently at 12% of the nearly 10 million people – 
doubles itself every 16 years, four times the rate of all other groups. As the 
haredi attrition rate is minimal, Israel is marching toward a haredi majority in 
a few generations, whereupon the house of cards will collapse. 
This genuine conflict came into relief during the pandemic year in which a 
considerable part of haredi society made clear its preference for the word of 
rabbis over government guidelines, resulting in widespread ignoring of school 
closings and bans on gatherings (which adversely affected wider society and 
contributed to one of the highest infection rates in the world). They were not 
the only violators – but few others were obeying a proclaimed alternative 
power structure. 
Which brings us to the foreseeable Meron tragedy. Civil authorities warned 
as early as 2008 that the tomb of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai was not suitable 
the masses that descend upon it every Lag Ba’omer. The governments of 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu acquiesced to haredi insistences 
because they depend on the haredi parties politically. Indeed, secular 
authorities allow all manner of rules-ignoring demanded by haredi 
apparatchiks, generally to the detriment of haredi citizens foremost; they 
simply do not care, essentially, about the other. 
In such a catastrophic context, did we really have a national coming together 
in the wake of the disaster? 
THERE IS a problematic idea that lies behind the notion of a “national” 
tragedy. Seasonal rains in Yemen killed at least 13 people roughly at the 
same time as the Meron disaster – but Israelis are expected to care more 
about tragedy at home. Is that expectation logical or ethical? Is it imperative? 
I cannot say, but it’s certainly human to care most about those closest to you 
– provided that they genuinely are close. 
Last Friday, a day after the disaster, a Jewish colleague in the US texted me 
to console and inquire how I was. I told him I was at a wedding, and he 
replied: “Sad day for a wedding.” I had to admit the issue had not come up at 
the event. 
I conducted a thought exercise, asking a non-trivial and broad sampling of 
secular Israelis what scenario would make them saddest: the Mount Meron 
disaster or the trampling of 45 people at a Mecca Hajj stampede, a US 
MAGA rally or a European soccer stadium disaster. Not one person chose 
Meron. 
This is not a small problem. It should be a wake-up call that things cannot 
continue as they are. Israelis of all stripes should keep in mind the biblical 
truism that you reap what you sow. 



In Parshas Bechukosai, the Torah enumerates many blessings of success and prosperity in reward for 

following the Torah and keeping the mitzvos. Among the listed benefits, the verse pledges, "I will place 

My Sanctuary among you and My spirit will not detest you" (26:11).  

Many commentators wonder why the verse concludes with the assurance that G-d will not detest us. If we 

merit to have G-d's Presence residing amidst us in His Sanctuary, certainly there is no cause for G-d to 

have an aversion to us!  

Perhaps we can understand this verse by examining the verse which immediately follows it: "I will walk 

among you and be for you a G-d, and you will be a nation to Me" (26:12). The great commentator Rashi 

explains the words "I will walk among you" as describing a G-d who forges a close and intimate relationship 

with Man, as if He were strolling among us.  

We are familiar with the maxims “Absence makes the heart grow fonder” and “Familiarity breeds 

contempt.” These aphorisms, however, describe a purely human phenomenon, as we grow weary of each 

other and discern fault and blemish. In contrast, the verse relates, meriting G-d’s Presence among us will 

lead to only more closeness and greater intimacy.  

Fortunate are we that Almighty G-d above desires the love and intimacy of His children below. 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos!

To sponsor an issue of Shabbos Delights please contact info@gwckollel.org.
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Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

And I led you erect. (25, 13) 

A person should not walk four amos with an erect 

posture, as the verse says, “The entire world is full 

of His glory.” (Isaiah 6, 3)  

We have a Mitzvah to “walk in Hashem’s ways.” 

Why should a person not walk erect in emulation 

of Hashem? 

 

Which halacha applies to a Shul with a stone 

floor and does not apply to a Shul with a tile 

floor? 

 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 

1. For me, only we get reward. 

2. Fortunate is the man who does me. 

3. For me, man is born. 

4. If you walk with my chukim. 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I forgive. 

2. I am the seventh. 

3. I am for rest. 

4. Open for all! 

 

 

 
#1 Kohen (Honor me, I cannot bury you, You 

give to me, I atone for you.) 

#2 Holdays/Yomim Tovim (Go up for three, 

Fast on another, Blow on one, Good day!) 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 
Last week’s riddle:  

Eighteen to get married (Pirkei Avos 5, 21) Where is there a hint to this in 

this week’s parsha? 

Answer: “He shall marry a woman” (21, 13) – the numerical value of He 

(V’hu) is eighteen. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In parashas Behar (25:35-38), the Torah prohibits usury (the charging of interest 

for loans). Some authorities take for granted that the Torah acknowledges the time 

value of money, i.e., that having the use of money for a period of time has definite 

economic value, but nevertheless prohibits charging for this value in the context of 

a loan (Shut. Nachalas David #8; Shut. Chelkas Yaakov YD #77). It seems, however, 

that some authorities assume that the prohibition of usury somehow implies a 

rejection of the time value of money in the context of loans. 

The halachah is that witnesses who testify against a defendant and are 

subsequently found, via the specific circumstances termed hazamah, to have 

perjured themselves are obligated to compensate the defendant for the harm they 

attempted to cause him. Accordingly, the mishnah (Makkos 1:1) rules that in the 

case of witnesses who testify that a certain debt obligation for one thousand zuz is 

due in thirty days, and are subsequently huzmu, and the debt in reality is due only 

after ten years, 

the court estimates how much money a person would be willing to give so that 

he would keep a loan of one thousand dinars in his possession, and one calculates 

the difference between that sum in a situation where he would be required to give 

the money back from now until thirty days have passed, and that same sum in a 

situation where he would be required to give the money back from now until ten 

years have passed (and the witnesses must pay that difference to the borrower). 

Several medieval authorities object that for a borrower to offer money to a lender 

for a loan would violate the prohibition against usury, and they therefore limit the 

mishnah to certain particular cases where the prohibition against usury does not 

apply (Or Zarua Bava Metzia #181). This seems to imply that insofar as usury is 

prohibited, it is impossible to speak of the time value of money given as a loan. 

Indeed, R. Yosef Caro rejects the stance of these authorities for precisely this reason: 

he understands that the Torah’s prohibition against usury notwithstanding, money 

certainly does have a time value, and it is therefore perfectly feasible to assess this 

value and hold the witnesses liable for it (Beis Yosef YD end of #160). 
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