
 
 
 
 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
March 12 - 13, 2021 - 29 Adar 5781 - Parshas Vayakhel/Pekudei/HaChodesh 

Light Candles by 5:54 - Havdalah 6:54 

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by Rosalyn Bramson in memory of her husband, Arnold 
Bramson, Alexander Zizkind ben Yehuda Leib HaLevi, Z”L, on his 5th Yahrzeit and by  

Jack Calman to commemorate the 47th Yahrzeit of his dear father, Irwin Calman (born Isidore 
Calmanovici in Bucharest Romania), Z”L. 

 

Weekday Shiurim 
Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list and times, go 

to: https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed by a 15-

minute Shiur on the Parsha. Sunday through Friday 8:30 AM - Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed by a 15-

minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, New time this week:
7:40 PM - Zoom A.

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual self-
improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A.

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and Fridays, 6:00
AM, Zoom A.

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, Zoom A. 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now studying Sefer Yehoshua,

Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.
 GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men and Women -

Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM
 Unraveling the Navi with Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Zoom B.

 Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays at 10:00
AM, Zoom F.

 Rabbi Yonatan Zakem’s Shiur for men & women, Pearls of Prayer,
exploring the depth and meaning of our daily prayers.
Sunday evenings at 7:30 PM, Zoom I.

 GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 8:15 PM
- 9:15 PM (except as noted). For more info. contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps,
hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.
 For Men & Women - Zoom C (except as noted):
 Mondays: (for men only) Rabbi H. Shaps, On the Same Page

Gemara, Zoom B.
 Tuesdays: Rabbi Winter - Torah Topics
 Wednesdays: Rabbi Grossman - Reading Responsa
 Thursdays: Rabbi Grossman - Parshas Hashavua, 9:00 PM.

 For Women - Zoom D:
 Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Parsha Journeys
 Tuesdays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Bereishis in-Depth

 Semichat Chaver Program, Tuesdays at 9:00 PM with Rabbi Hillel
Shaps. For more information, please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps:
hshaps@gwckollel.org

 The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s Shiur on Daily 
Halachos for men & women, Tuesdays 9:15 AM, Zoom E.

 Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, 
“A Second Look-Stories in the Torah from a Deeper Perspective”, Zoom H.

 Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, learning Maseches 
Gittin on Wednesday evenings, 8:00 PM, Zoom G. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting ID, 
or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 349 754 2180, password Learn 
Zoom C: ID: 746 455 2195, password Learn 
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter 
Zoom E: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom F: ID: 978 8156 7874, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 
Zoom H: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 
Zoom I: ID: 269 840 3648, password online Pearls, phone 621690 

Shabbos Schedule 
Limited Minyanim are now taking place at YISE under 

Montgomery County’s Phase 2 guidelines. All Minyanim require 
advance registration and confirmation. If you are interested in 

attending Minyanim and have not already registered, please go to 
https://www.yise.org/minyan If you are registered for a Minyan and 

are unable to attend at that time, please do not go to a different 
Minyan. If you have any questions, please contact 

minyan@yise.org 

Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 5:54
• Mincha: 6:00, 5:55 (Sephardi)

If you Daven Kabbalos Shabbos prior to Shkia (6:12 PM), it 
is preferable to Daven Mincha prior to Plag (4:58 PM). 

Shabbos Day: 
One may say the entire text of the blessing of Birkas Hachodesh 

even when alone. Rosh Chodesh Adar is on Sunday. 
The Molad will be Motzei Shabbos, 3 minutes and 5 Chalakim 

after 7, Jerusalem time. 
• Shacharis: 7:00, 9:00, 9:30, 8:30 (Sephardi)
• Mincha: 2:30, 4:30, 4:45 (Sephardi)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 6:54

Mazal Tov 
 Howard & Rosanne Benn on the birth of their first great

grandchild, Hadassah Sara Gittel Held, born last Wednesday
and named this past Shabbos. Proud parents are Esther &
Gadi Held of Beitar Illit, Israel.

 Judy & Louis Morris on the birth of a great-granddaughter
to Tzipporah & Yoni Lefkowitz of Ramat Bet Shemesh.
Mazal Tov to grandparents Rebecca (Morris) & Yitzchak
Lefkowitz.

 Gloria & Arnold Sherman and Patricia & Neil Koslowe on
the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Penina Chana,
daughter of their children Talia and Simi Sherman, in Ramat
Bet Shemesh on Sunday, March 7. Mazal Tov to Penina’s
siblings, Akiva, Nachshon, Ephraim, and Elisha, and to all of
the aunts, uncles, and cousins.

 Estee & Rabbi Binyamin Silver (our former Assistant
Rabbi) on the birth of a boy, Azriel Menachem. Mazal Tov to
big brothers Gavi and Hershel, and to grandparents Chana &
Rabbi Uri Silver of Har Nof, Adrienne & Rick Harrison of
Minneapolis, and Ada & Rabbi Billy Lewkowicz of Arizona.
Mazal Tov to all of the aunts, uncles, and cousins.

 Sara Silver on the engagement of her son Max Kates to Yael
Dina Aufrichtig from Los Angeles.

Remember to change your clocks 

“Spring Forward” one hour 

on Motzei Shabbos. 



Thank you to this past week’s Shiurim sponsors: 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha and Halacha Shiur 
 The Price Family to commemorate the 16th Yahrzeit of Stanley Billauer שלמה בן שמואל בנימין on כ"ה אדר. 
 The Konick & Arzouan Families in honor of Marvin Konick’s 98th birthday.
 Bobbi and Jules Meisler in memory of Jules father, Irving Meisler, Yitzchok ben Yehudah, Z”L.
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
 David Jaray for a Refuah Sheleimah for Rabbi Hyatt and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend the Shiur.
 Anne & Scott Schlesinger to commemorate the Yahrzeit of Scott’s father, Melvin Schlesinger, whose Yahrzeit is the 27th of Adar.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur 
 The Konick and Arzouan Families in honor of the 98th birthday of Marvin Konick.
 Rona & Aaron Lerner to commemorate the Yahrzeit of Rona’s father, Alvin Cohn, Avraham ben Yaakov HaKohen, Z”L.

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur 
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives 
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship 
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 

Our current limited ability to Daven with a Minyan and to say Kaddish is difficult and a challenge. However, sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah 
learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any 
other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not available. 

1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):
 Daily Morning (Sunday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
 Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women
 Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The Pre-Shabbos Drasha video is available for sponsorship at $54.

Please email to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names 
(anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org: Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary 
date, name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts based on the date of the event. 

COVID-19 Updates
 Outdoor Minyan - If you are interested in a Shabbos morning outdoor Minyan without a tent, subject to weather conditions, please email Ari

Elias-Bachrach at outdoor@yise.org
 Advance registration for Minyanim is required and space is limited. Go to https://www.yise.org/minyan to register. If you have changes to your

original registration form, please send an email to minyan@yise.org with details.
 Due to increased demand and Daylight Saving Time starting, we plan to add more Minyanim in the next few weeks. Watch your email for details.
 The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we 
navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals and as a community. 

YISE Programs and Listings
Matzah is In! Pick up Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM or Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM. Email matzah@yise.org to 
inform the office when you would like to pick up your Matzah. 
The Koren Haggada - Free copies of the Young Israel edition, with commentary by Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Z”L, are available. Pick one up 
during Matzah pickup times. 
Maos Chittim - People who would like to drop off checks (made out to YISE Charity Fund) or cash can place them in envelopes marked 
PESACH and drop them through the mail slot at the home of Yale & Sahra Ginsburg, 11700 Fulham Street, through Tuesday evening, March 23. 
Please do not donate to Maos Chittim through the YISE PayPal account.  
YISE Board of Directors meeting – The next regular meeting will take place on Tuesday, March 16, at 8:00 PM, on Zoom. For more 
information, please contact secretary@yise.org  

YISE Youth Announcements 
Pesach Crafts Workshop - Bring your creative ideas for a fun Pesach building experience! Sunday, March 21, 11:00 AM on 
Zoom A. RSVP to bkugler@yise.org to participate. See flyer for details. 
Camp Shomrai is back for another fun-filled summer with programming for children in preschool through ninth grade! Camp 
runs from July 5th through August 13th. For more info or to register online, visit our website at https://campshomrai.org See 
flyer for details. 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
RABBI	POSTELNEK’S	SHABBOS	DVAR	TORAH	

	ON	PARASHAS	VAYAKHEL‐PEKUDEI:	

“No	Wasted	Efforts”	
It was the most successful fundraiser of all time. Hashem and Moshe Rabeinu succeeded to do what no shul 
would ever achieve in the history of the Jewish nation. They managed to accomplish a feat never to be matched 
again… They raised more funds than requested in their initial Kol Nidrei appeal! (I’d certainly hire them). 

When Hashem instructed Bnei Yisrael to donate for the construction of the Mishkan, they responded with 
immense enthusiasm and great generosity. Every member of Klal Yisrael wished to be involved in the building 
of Hashem’s home. Men, women and children gave what they had, all in hopes of fulfilling Hashem’s promise: 
if you build it, I will come. 

Relating the final results of all these donations, the Pasuk (Shemos 36:7) describes, ְלָכל־ַהְּמָלאָכה ַדּיָם ָהיְָתה ְוַהְּמָלאָכה 
ְוהֹוֵתר אָֹתּה ַלֲעׂשֹות  - And the work was sufficient for them to do all the necessary work, and to have leftover.’’ 

Yet, the language of this Pasuk is perplexing as it seems to contradict itself. Was there the perfect amount as 
indicated by the word “דים – sufficient’’ or was there a surplus as seen in the word “והותר – leftover’’? 

The Ramban clarifies that there was both extra and it was enough. That is to say, the total amount of donations 
was enough to build the Mishkan, and the leftover materials were enough for all future repairs, maintenance, 
and upkeep of the Mishkan. Like a good contractor who purchases extra bricks or paint in case he’ll have to 
match the colors at a later point, Hashem knew the extra donations would eventually be put to great use and 
purpose. The Pasuk therefore indicates that the total donations were enough, seemingly because there was extra. 

Alternatively, the Chidushei Ha’Rim, the first Ger rebbe, answers that in reality, the Jews enthusiastically 
donated so much that even after building the Mishkan, there were leftover materials and funds that would 
remain unused. 

Sensitive to human nature, Hashem didn’t want anyone to think that their donations had been unnecessary, that 
their effort and passion had been pointless. People who gave with such generous spirit could have been 
disheartened imagining the possibility that their donations were for naught. Therefore, Hashem orchestrated a 
miracle and arranged that everything should be put to use, causing the excessive amount of donations to appear 
to be the perfect amount. Somehow, every item ultimately found a purpose and place in the building of 
Hashem’s home. 

Practically, whether by miracle or for future repairs, we understand that not a single donation was neglected. All 
the materials were utilized in some way or another.  

Assistant Rabbi - Proba - Rabbi Yosef Postelnek 
The YISE Assistant Rabbi Search is happy to introduce Rabbi Yosef Postelnek to the community. Complete details, including a video Drasha, are 
available online at: https://wp.yise.org/probapostelnek 
 Text of Rabbi Postelnek’s Shabbos Dvar Torah, “No Wasted Efforts” on Parashas Vayakhel/Pekudei is

included below.
 Sunday, March 14 - 11:00 AM - Rabbi Yosef Postelnek will present a halachic, source-based

exploration, “Leaving Egypt Behind: The Prohibition To Return.” The shiur will last 30 minutes.
There will be an opportunity for questions through the Zoom chat at the end of the session.

 Sunday, March 14 - 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM - Questions and Answers. YISE members will have an
opportunity to get to know our candidate, Rabbi Yosef Postelnek and his wife, Aliza. Rabbi
Postelnek and Aliza will answer questions previously submitted by members. This session will
be moderated by a member of the Assistant Rabbi Search Committee.

 All programs will take place on Zoom A.
 Direct link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4169639000?pwd=Q1JKU2N2TVo1d0pnQ0lHQ2g0YXg2Zz09
 Meeting ID: 416 963 9000 Passcode: 492019
 Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the

meeting ID and passcode.
 Recordings of the programs will be available at: https://wp.yise.org/probapostelnek

 



With this in mind, the Manchester Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Yehuda Zev Segal, in his sefer Yireh V’Daas, suggests 
that Hashem’s response to these extra donations wasn’t limited to that specific episode; it was a message to all 
future generations as well. 

It’s a common phenomenon that when we invest all our efforts into doing a specific mitzvah, working on a 
particular character trait, or possibly davening and crying for a certain outcome, that we measure the success of 
our actions by the immediacy and achievement of results. If, after a period of time, we don’t see positive 
effects, it’s all too easy to feel that our energies were wasted. What purpose was there? Did I really gain 
anything? Maybe I was just wasting my time.  

Rabbi Segal records that the Torah uses this episode to demonstrate how Hashem cares about our sincere 
intentions and attempts to connect to Him and to grow in our spirituality and relationships.  Even if a project 
appears to have yielded no practical results, no pure action performed for God's sake ever goes to waste. 

Indeed, al derech the Chidushei Ha’Rim, just as the extra materials were incorporated into the creation and 
building of the Mishkan by some miracle, the same is true when it comes to our hard work, prayers and tears. 
While their immediate impact may go unseen, they are never a waste. They are used in ways we may never 
understand, subsumed and redirected wherever needed or necessary through Hashem’s miraculous orchestration 
of the world. 

Or, like the approach of the Ramban, our prayers and efforts can be likened to the extra donations that were set 
aside for later use in the Mishkan. While those who donated the additional materials would perhaps never 
witness the use of their donations, they were assured that their extra paint or gold would be used in the future to 
maintain the integrity and beauty of the Mishkan. So too every action or prayer is stored away, set aside for a 
moment when they’ll be recalled and acted upon, whether or not we’ll bear witness to that day. 

Perhaps the very wording of the Pasuk subtly hints to this message when it writes, דים׳׳ היתה והמלאכה  – and the
work was sufficient.’’ Not the donations, but the work. Meaning, every individual’s effort he or she put into 
gathering and giving materials to the Mishkan. For our work and effort is never a waste – it impacted the 
Mishkan and builds us as individuals. And ultimately, even when we stand unknowing and unaware, it’s used in 
Hashem’s building of our world and very reality. 

From a logical standpoint, we can begin to appreciate why it makes sense that our efforts alone should carry 
import. If Hashem was interested in mere results, He would ensure and produce the outcome Himself since 
nothing is beyond the Creator of the world. Regarding the assembly of the Mishkan, Rashi (Shemos 39:33) 
explains that Hashem directed Moshe to erect the walls with his own two hands. Moshe contended this was 
impossible, for the beams were too heavy for any single person to lift on his own. Nevertheless, Hashem asked 
him to try. And as Moshe exerted himself, the Mishkan arose by itself. That is to say, while Moshe put in his 
effort, Hashem created the result. Highlighting the truth that Hashem desires our attempts and efforts, while the 
outcome remains in His hands alone. 

When marking the completion of a mesechta, we recite שכר׳׳ ומקבלים עמלים אנו - we toil and receive reward.” 
Notably, the phrase doesn’t say ויגעים׳׳ עמלים אנו … that we work and achieve”, rather that we work, and for that
effort we are rewarded. When we invest time and energy for Hashem’s honor or extend ourselves to do the right 
thing, the ultimate reward doesn’t depend on the success of the outcome, but on the extent of our efforts. As the 
Mishna in Avos (5:26) teaches, “according to the effort is the reward.” 

Whether by miracle or future occurrence, Hashem confirms that no effort on our behalf, even if it appears to us 
to be unsuccessful and even inconsequential, is ever wasted or unfruitful. 

Iy’’H, we should merit to see the day when Hashem tells us שמעתי תפילתך את שמעתי . That day when Hashem 
turns to each person and says: I heard your prayers; I’ve seen all your toil and exertion…. And it’s enough, 

והותיר דים היתה מלאכתך , it’s more than enough. 

Wishing everyone a good Shabbos! 

Rabbi Yosef Postelnek 



The Week Ahead Sunday, March 14 
Rosh Chodesh 

Monday 
March 15 

Tuesday 
March 16 

Wednesday 
March 17 

Thursday 
March 18 

Friday 
March 19 

Limited Minyanim will take place at YISE next week, advance registration and confirmation required. You are encouraged to Daven at home 
at the same time as a Minyan at YISE. Shacharis: Sunday 6:30 AM/7:30 AM/8:45 AM; 

Monday through Friday 6:30 AM/7:00 AM/8:45 AM. Mincha/Maariv: Sunday - Thursday: 7:05 PM. 
Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 6:01 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:29 AM, Latest Netz: 7:21 AM, Latest Krias Shema: 10:13 AM, 

Earliest Mincha: 1:48 PM, Earliest Shkia: 7:14 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim: 8:01 PM 

Community Programs & Listings
The Franco Foundation -This year will you be ready to say: “Let all who are hungry come and eat?” The Franco Foundation can help you fulfill the 
Mitzvah of Maos Chittim. The Foundation has seen a surge for requests for financial assistance, and not just at Pesach. The Foundation helps our brethren 
in the Washington area with the essentials of food, clothing, and shelter. Send your generous tax-deductible contribution (marked Maos Chittim) to: The 
Franco Foundation, 613 Bromley Street, Silver Spring, MD 20902, or through PayPal using our email Thefrancofoundation@gmail.com  
Yad Yehuda of Greater Washington - These unique times continue to be difficult for so many. Over the past year, in a tangible expression of concern 
and love, so many of you have stepped up to make a meaningful difference in the lives of your neighbors. It has been an honor and an inspiration to work 
side-by-side with so many amazing volunteers in Yad Yehuda and across all our communal organizations toward the same mission: to care for our friends 
and neighbors in need. We are truly a holy people. Mi K’Amcha Yisrael! Please contribute to our Maos Chittim campaign at www.yadyehuda.org 
Wishing you and your family a safe and healthy Chag Kasher v'Sameach, 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, March 17, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at vppr@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
The Yad Yehuda Clothing Exchange has available hours for all members of the community to shop at no cost the next two Sundays from 10:00 AM -12 
Noon. This is an opportunity for people to come and shop for beautiful, Tzanua clothing in our well-equipped showroom, while wearing masks and 
maintaining social distancing. Everyone must be in good health and not have been in contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19. Please sign 
up for a slot online by Motzei Shabbos at: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fhBnGaaLIgwaEUT4rDFUwdVKGz1_U9CeOYD-f_A10iY/edit If 
you have any questions or would like to make an appointment for another day, please contact ncarmel@yadyehuda.org  
Passover Car Cleaning to Benefit MES - Shine My Ride by Empire www.shinemyride.com is offering special pricing on car detailing and a portion of 
the proceeds will benefit the Mikvah Emunah Society. Interior Spruce, $35 sedan/coupe, $55 SUV/wagon/crossover/minivan (2 car minimum for mobile 
service). Deluxe Interior Detail $100 sedan/coupe, $155 SUV/wagon/crossover/minivan. Child Car Seat Cleaning is $20 per seat. NEW Germ & bacteria 
steam sanitization $50 extra. We can come to you or you can come to us! 5006 Howard Ave. Beltsville, MD. Exterior wash/tire shine add $30, wash and 
wax add $75. Book your appointment for 3/9 through 3/26 by email sales@shinemyride.com or call 240-965-6095. For further information (not to book 
appointments), contact Rhonda Lehman rhonda.socialworker@verizon.net or call 301-351-1725 
Penetrating Thoughts and Practical Perspectives - Thoughts on life, Torah and Middos. Based on Michtav M’Eliyahu, from Rav Eliyahu Dessler, Z”L. 
Mondays, 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, with Rabbi Yitzchak Scher. Zoom - Meeting ID: 736 4190 7086, Passcode: torah. Presented by YGW Kollel Zichron 
Amram. For more information, contact Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
What Happened at Sinai: An Exploration of the Sinai Revelation and the Ten Commandments - Wednesdays, 8:00 PM on Zoom. Presented 
by Rabbi Hillel Shaps. Join any time! No cost. Zoom info and registration at linksgw.org/classes  
Remote Night Shiurim from YGW - Sunday 8:30 PM - 9:15 PM, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate; Monday/Wednesday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi 
Ahron Lopiansky; Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold. Register at 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/1715843153121/WN_n6jNGqUpTpCN6ikCabUutA  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone interested may 
email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Kemp Mill Village is providing friendly phone calls and limited deliveries during the pandemic. Call 1-833-KMV-20902 to request service or to 
volunteer. See kempmillvillage.org for more information. 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, March 17 at 12:00 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org 

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  E-Mail: office@yise.org Website: www.yise.org 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday - 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

 Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                               Yale Ginsburg - President 
 Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
March 19 - 20, 2021 - 7 Nissan 5781 

Parshas Vayikra 
Light Candles: 7:01 DST 

Havdalah: 8:01 DST 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Update: Being Social. In the past few months, YISE’s Social Committee has organized a range of programs to bring us together virtually - Trivia Night, 
Painting, a Purim Shpiel... We have also expressed our thanks to the Holy Cross Hospital health workers and treated the Wheaton Rescue Squad to a 
special dinner. A second Trivia night is scheduled for Sunday, April 25. Watch for details. Want to help? Please contact social@yise.org  
41st Annual Yom Hashoah v’Hagvurah Program - Featuring Irma Pretsfelder. Sunday, April 11, 7:30 PM on Zoom A. Presented by YISE & 
KMS. See flyer for details. 
Special Donations - If you send a donation through a brokerage or other 3rd-party, please notify Simi Franco at 301-593-4465 x403 or 
office@yise.org so that the payment can be applied to the correct member account. 
Come Join Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee: 
Rabbi Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, April 12, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more information, contact 
Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com  
Registration for Shomrai Preschool 2021-2022 is now open! We are excited to be offering a Torah-rich, child-centered program for children 
entering 2 year-old Nursery - 4 year-old Pre-K. School day runs from 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM. Extended care options available from 7:30 AM -8:30 
AM and 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM. Register early for maximum savings! Visit our website for tuition rates and online registration at 
https://preschool.yise.org/registration For more information about the program email Sarah Dollman at director@yise.org See flyer for details. 
The Rachel Bassan Horwitz Fund is used for medical needs in our area, elsewhere in the US, and in Israel. In order to continue this much-needed 
medical fund, your financial help is needed! Tax-deductible contributions may be made payable to: YISE Charity SPECIAL Fund, c/o Norma Burdett, 
11720 Lovejoy St., Silver Spring, MD 20902. Earmark: Bassan Fund. For more info: Norma Burdett, 301-593-5964 or Pearl Bassan, 301-649-3137. 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org 



YISE YOUTH PRESENTS

PESACH CRAFTS WORKSHOP

Bring your creative ideas for a fun Pesach building 
experience! Bring any blocks or supplies you might have 
(magnatiles, lego, wood blocks, crafts, etc…), set up a 
clear work space, and be ready for a fun Pesach building 
competition!
When 11 am on March 21st, 2021
Location: Zoom.us
Personal Meeting ID: 416 963 9000 
Passcode:492019
RSVP to bkugler@yise.org to participate. 







Young Israel Shomrai Emunah and Kemp Mill Synagogue present the 

41st Annual  
Yom Hashoah v’Hagvurah Program 

Featuring 

Irma Pretsfelder 
Mrs. Irma Wertheim Pretsfelder is a German-born Holocaust survivor, born in 1926.  She 
and her family endured increasing persecutions during the rise of Hitler, starting in 
1933.  After traumatic experiences during and after Kristallnacht, Mrs. Pretsfelder 
emigrated to England with her parents, leaving close relatives behind who subsequently 
perished.  Their English wartime experience included labor on rural farms for extremely 
low wages and internment on the Isle of Man.  Her father, already in failing health, died 
at age 54, after hearing the news of his only son's death in the American army in 1945. 
Mrs. Pretsfelder and her mother immigrated to the US soon after the war.  Mrs. 
Pretsfelder met and married her husband, Louis Pretsfelder in Baltimore and they raised 
their family there. 

Dvar Torah by Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum 

“Generations” Candle Lighting Ceremony 

Sunday, April 11th, 2021 
7:30 pm

Zoom ID: 416 963 9000   Pwd: 492019 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4169639000?pwd=Q1JKU2N2TVo1d0pnQ0lHQ2g0YXg2Zz09 

Co-Sponsors: 
Berman Hebrew Academy • Ohr HaTorah 

Sulam • Torah School of Greater Washington 
Woodside Synagogue • Yeshiva of Greater Washington 

Children grades 6 and above are encouraged to attend with their parents. 

ASL interpreter and/or captioning will be available for this program. 

B”H 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4169639000?pwd=Q1JKU2N2TVo1d0pnQ0lHQ2g0YXg2Zz09




Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
Celebrate - If leaders are to bring out the best in 
those they lead, they must give them the chance to 
show they are capable of great things, and then they 
must celebrate their achievements. That is what 
happens at a key moment toward the end of our 
parsha, one that brings the book of Exodus to a 
sublime conclusion after all the strife that has gone 
before. 
  The Israelites have finally completed the work of 
building the Tabernacle. We then read:  So all the 
work on the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, was 
completed. The Israelites did everything just as the 
Lord commanded Moses … Moses inspected the 
work and saw that they had done it just as the Lord 
had commanded. So Moses blessed them. 
  The passage sounds simple enough, but to the 
practised ear it recalls another biblical text, from the 
end of the Creation narrative in Genesis: The 
heavens and the earth were completed in all their 
vast array. On the seventh day God finished the work 
He had been doing; so on the seventh day He rested 
from all His work. Then God blessed the seventh day 
and made it holy, because on it He rested from all the 
work of creating that He had done. 
  Three key words appear in both passages: “work,” 
“completed” and “blessed.” These verbal echoes are 
not accidental. They are how the Torah signals 
intertextuality, hinting that one law or story is to be 
read in the context of another. In this case, the Torah 
is emphasising that Exodus ends as Genesis began, 
with a work of creation. Note the difference as well 
as the similarity. Genesis began with an act of Divine 
creation. Exodus ends with an act of human creation. 
  The closer we examine the two texts, the more we 
see how intricately the parallel has been constructed. 
The creation account in Genesis is tightly organised 
around a series of sevens. There are seven days of 
Creation. The word “good” appears seven times, the 
word “God” thirty-five times, and the word “earth” 
twenty-one times. The opening verse of Genesis 
contains seven words, the second fourteen, and the 
three concluding verses 35 words. All multiples of 
seven. The complete text is 469 (7×67) words. 
  The account of the construction of the Tabernacle in 
Vayakhel-Pekudei is similarly built around the 
number seven. The word “heart” appears seven times 
in Exodus 35:5-29, as Moses specifies the materials 
to be used in the construction, and seven times again 
in 35:34 – 36:8, the description of how the craftsmen 
Bezalel and Oholiav will carry out the work. The 
word terumah, “contribution” appears seven times in 
this section. In chapter 39, describing the making of 
the priestly vestments, the phrase “as God 
commanded Moses” occurs seven times. It occurs 
again seven times in chapter 40. 
  A remarkable parallel is being drawn between 
God’s creation of the universe and the Israelites’ 
creation of the Sanctuary. We now understand what 
the Sanctuary represented. It was a micro-cosmos, a 
universe in miniature, constructed with the same 
precision and “wisdom” as the universe itself, a 
place of order against the formlessness of the 
wilderness and the ever-threatening chaos of the 
human heart. The Sanctuary was a visible reminder 
of God’s Presence within the camp, itself a metaphor 
for God’s Presence within the Universe as a whole. 

  A large and fateful idea is taking shape. The 
Israelites – who have been portrayed throughout 
much of Exodus as ungrateful and half-hearted – 
have now been given the opportunity, after the sin of 
the Golden Calf, to show that they are not 
irredeemable, and they have embraced that 
opportunity. They are proven capable of great things. 
They have shown they can be creative. They have 
used their generosity and skill to build a mini-
universe. By this symbolic act they have shown they 
are capable of becoming, in the potent rabbinic 
phrase, “God’s partners in the work of creation.” 
  This was fundamental to their re-moralisation and 
to their self-image as the people of God’s covenant. 
Judaism does not take a low view of human 
possibility. We do not believe we are tainted by 
original sin. We are not incapable of moral grandeur. 
To the contrary, the very fact that we are in the 
image of the Creator means that we humans – 
uniquely among life forms – have the ability to be 
creative. As Israel’s first creative achievement 
reached its culmination Moses blessed them, saying, 
according to the Sages, “May it be God’s will that 
His Presence rests in the work of your hands.” Our 
potential greatness is that we can create structures, 
relationships and lives that become homes for the 
Divine Presence. 
  Blessing them and celebrating their achievement, 
Moses showed them what they could be. That is 
potentially a life-changing experience. Here is a 
contemporary example:  In 2001, shortly after 
September 11th, I received a letter from a woman in 
London whose name I did not immediately 
recognise. She wrote that on the morning of the 
attack on the World Trade Centre, I had been giving 
a lecture on ways of raising the status of the teaching 
profession, and she had seen a report about it in the 
press. This prompted her to write and remind me of a 
meeting we had had eight years earlier. 
  She was then, in 1993, the Head Teacher of a 
school that was floundering. She had heard some of 
my broadcasts, felt a kinship with what I had to say, 
and thought that I might have a solution to her 
problem. I invited her, together with two of her 
deputies, to our house. The story she told me was 
this: morale within the school, among teachers, 
pupils and parents alike, was at an all-time low. 
Parents had been withdrawing their children. The 
student roll had fallen from 1000 children to 500. 
Examination results were bad: only 8 per cent of 
students achieved high grades. It was clear that 
unless something changed dramatically, the school 
would be forced to close. 
  We talked for an hour or so on general themes: the 
school as community, how to create an ethos, and so 
on. Suddenly, I realised that we were thinking along 
the wrong lines. The problem she faced was 
practical, not philosophical. I said: “I want you to 
live one word: celebrate.” She turned to me with a 
sigh: “You don’t understand – we have nothing to 
celebrate. Everything in the school is going wrong.” 
“In that case,” I replied, “find something to 
celebrate. If a single student has done better this 
week than last week, celebrate. If someone has a 
birthday, celebrate. If it’s Tuesday, celebrate.’ She 
seemed unconvinced, but promised to give the idea a 
try. 

  Now, eight years later, she was writing to tell me 
what had happened since then. Examination results 
at high grades had risen from 8 per cent to 65 per 
cent. The enrolment of pupils had risen from 500 to 
1000. Saving the best news to last, she added that 
she had just been made a Dame of the British Empire 
– one of the highest honours the Queen can bestow – 
for her contribution to education. She ended by 
saying that she just wanted me to know how a single 
word had changed the school, and her life. 
  She was a wonderful teacher, and certainly did not 
need my advice. She would have discovered the 
answer on her own anyway. But I was never in any 
doubt that the strategy would succeed, for we all 
grow to fill other people’s expectations of us. If they 
are low, we remain small. If they are high, we walk 
tall. 
  The idea that each of us has a fixed quantum of 
intelligence, virtue, academic ability, motivation and 
drive is absurd. Not all of us can paint like Monet or 
compose like Mozart. But we each have gifts, 
capacities, that can lie dormant throughout life until 
someone awakes them. We can achieve heights of 
which we never thought ourselves capable. All it 
takes is for us to meet someone who believes in us, 
challenges us, and then, when we have responded to 
the challenge, blesses and celebrates our 
achievements. That is what Moses did for the 
Israelites after the sin of the Golden Calf. First he 
got them to create, and then he blessed them and 
their creation with one of the simplest and most 
moving of all blessings, that the Shechinah should 
dwell in the work of their hands. 
  Celebration is an essential part of motivating. It 
turned a school around. In an earlier age and in a 
more sacred context it turned the Israelites around. 
So celebrate. 
  When we celebrate the achievements of others, we 
change lives. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
 “And he erected the courtyard around the sanctuary 
and the altar, set up the screen gate of the courtyard; 
and Moses completed the work.”  Why repeat all the 
details of the construction of the Mishkan after we 
have already heard them when they were initially 
commanded? Would it not have been simpler to deal 
with the entire execution of external building, 
furnishings and priestly garb with the single verse: 
“And the People of Israel built the Mishkan exactly 
as God commanded”? 
  In order to understand the significance of the 
repetition, it is important to remember that the 
Almighty desires an intimate relationship between 
Himself and the People of Israel. That is why they 
are commanded to build a Mishkan in the first place: 
“that I may dwell among them”. 
  However, worshiping the golden calf was a betrayal 
of the ideals given at Sinai. In effect, the Israelites 
committed adultery, scarring the love and intimacy 
God had just bestowed upon them. Were God only a 
God of justice, this would have been the demise of 
the Jewish people, their sin mandating a punishment 
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that would have meant the end of the Abrahamic 
mission. 
  But since God is also a God of compassion, He 
forgives. However, can we legitimately expect 
forgiveness for as heinous a crime as idolatry? Will 
the Almighty take Israel back even after they have 
committed adultery? 
  Herein lies the true significance of the repetition of 
each and every painstaking instruction regarding the 
Mishkan. God places his nuptial “home” with Israel 
before they sin with the golden calf, and God accepts 
their construction of the nuptial home after they have 
sinned with the golden calf. The repetition is a 
confirmation that the intimacy between God and 
Israel has been restored, that the relationship 
between God and His bride, Israel, has returned to its 
original state of mutual commitment and faith. The 
repetition of the exact details is essentially God’s gift 
of forgiveness. 
  It is interesting to note that on the weeks when we 
read the concluding portions of Exodus, the calendar 
is usually host to another sequence of special 
readings, wherein a second Torah scroll is removed 
from the ark for an additional reading as well as a 
special haftorah reading from the prophets. 
  The first special reading is Shekalim, which speaks 
of the obligation of every Jew to give a half-shekel 
to the Mishkan. This represents an act of 
commitment: a pledge of a four thousand year-strong 
covenantal relationship between God and Israel, 
demonstrated in our daily lives by the giving of our 
“half-shekels” to build our sanctuaries – yeshivas 
and synagogues, day schools and outreach centers – 
thus bringing God within our midst. Financial 
commitment is also the traditional halakhic form of 
betrothal (symbolized in the wedding ring). 
  The second special Sabbath – immediately 
preceding Purim – is Shabbat Zakhor: “Remember” 
to destroy the evil Amalek. Shabbat Zakhor always 
precedes Purim because in Shushan there were two 
threats: externally, from Haman, the descendant of 
Amalek; while internally, the Jews themselves, who, 
deep in the amnesia of assimilation, were seduced by 
the invitations to the parties at the palace of 
Ahashverosh, with all the non-kosher wine and 
shrimp one could enjoy. 
  Israel, betrothed by the shekel to God, had 
succumbed to the temptation of Amalek, substituting 
the temptations of gold and licentiousness for their 
God-groom. 
  The third special Sabbath, Parah, symbolizes the 
process of purification. The People of Israel, having 
defiled themselves, are reminded by God that even 
when our impurity stems from death, the highest 
degree of impurity, He has provided the red heifer to 
spiritually cleanse us. 
  Finally, the namesake for this Sabbath’s special 
reading, HaHodesh, brings us towards a new 
beginning. “Hodesh,” the Hebrew word for month, is 
also bound up with “hadash” [new] and “hidush” 
[renewal]. In effect, the moon is the messenger of 
change and renewal, the ability to emerge from total 
darkness to a state of fullness and perfection. 
  Thus the special portions of Shekalim, Zakhor, 
Parah and HaHodesh parallel the portions of 
Terumah, Tetzaveh, Ki Tissa and Vayakhel-Pekudei. 
The journey begins with commitment and love, 
stumbles through failure and sin, and concludes with 
the possibility of purification and renewal. These 
stages mark the path of individual and national 
freedom, culminating in the festival of freedom, 
Passover. 
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
Endings and Beginnings - What is life all about?  
One answer to that question is that life is all about 
beginnings and endings. Birth and death, marriage 

and divorce, Hopeful anticipation and inglorious 
defeat. 
  Most commonly, beginnings are bright. Even the 
pessimists among us cherish new beginnings and 
find promise in them. A new leaf is exciting, 
encouraging, and full of possibilities. 
  Yet, beginnings have downsides, too. They are 
often fraught with the handicap of inexperience and 
sometimes contain moments of anxiety and even 
foreboding. 
  Our sages recognized this well when they cautioned 
us, “Kol hatchalot kashot, All beginnings are 
difficult!” 
  Endings, on the other hand, are not always 
negative. Sometimes it is good to close the book on 
an unfortunate set of circumstances and to exclaim, 
as we do on Rosh Hashanah Eve, “Let the past year 
and its curses be gone!” 
  Indeed, there are endings which are truly happy 
occasions, which represent the successful 
conclusions of long processes of efficient effort and 
hard work. Those endings celebrate achievement and 
accomplishment. 
  This week’s Torah readings include two lengthy 
parshiyot, Vayakhel and Pekudei, and the 
supplemental reading of Parshat HaChodesh. These 
readings exemplify celebratory endings and hopeful 
new beginnings. 
  Vayakhel and Pekudei are twin portions, replete 
with technical details. They describe the completion 
of the construction of the Tabernacle, a significant 
accomplishment made even more significant because 
it was a process in which every Jew participated. 
  Additionally, with these readings, we conclude our 
study of the Book of Exodus, in its own right an 
achievement worthy of celebration. What can be a 
more joyous ending than a siyum, the completion of 
one of the most basic and essential books of the 
Bible? 
  One of the most powerful educational tools in our 
tradition is the festive party known as the siyum. 
Even the very young Jewish student knows that 
when he or she finishes a chapter or a book of Torah, 
at least a modest party will mark the occasion. The 
cupcakes, or ice cream, or pizza of the siyum is the 
perfect reinforcement of the achievements of 
learning. Adults, too, celebrate siyumim and find 
them rewarding markers of adult learning. The grand 
siyum of the entire Talmud in which those who study 
Daf Yomi, a page of Talmud each day, has in our 
time become an event which fills large stadiums and 
in which tens of thousands participate. 
  We have, then, two happy endings this week: The 
completion of the first Jewish house of worship, so 
long ago in our history. And the completion, in 
which we all will participate this Shabbat, of a 
formidable section of our Torah. 
  Shabbat Parshat HaChodesh, which is soon upon 
us, is special too because it heralds a new beginning 
in its supplemental Torah portion, in which we hear 
the Almighty proclaim the upcoming month of 
Nissan as the beginning of all the months on our 
calendar. A beginning of beginnings. 
  It is no coincidence that, although we call next 
month Nissan, it carries but one name in the Torah, 
Chodesh Ha’Aviv, the month of spring. For 
springtime is the ultimate beginning, nature’s herald 
of newness and hope. No wonder, then, that spring 
was the season chosen by God for the Exodus long 
ago, and for the festival of Passover, which now 
approaches. 
  Every one of us endures numerous endings and 
beginnings in our lives. As we soon welcome a new 
month, it is profoundly appropriate that we reflect on 
those life events, attempt to transcend the challenges 
of those which were difficult, and celebrate those 
which are worthy of celebration. 

  This is a season of beginnings and endings for us 
all. Endings of siyum, accomplishment, and 
beginnings symbolized by the blossoms of spring 
signaling life and potential renewal. 
  What a wonderful, complex Shabbat this is! 
Dvar Torah: Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 
Should chefs share recipes? 
You know, it’s very interesting. There are many 
chefs and cooks who are delighted to give you a 
recipe that impresses you. But – if for example you 
had the very best cheesecake that you’ve ever had or 
a marvellous honey cake – sometimes the people 
who bake them refuse to divulge the secret of their 
success. 
  In Parshat Vayakel we are told how Hashem gave 
Betzalel natural talent, he was the most amazing 
artist and in addition, the Torah tells us, ‘u’Lehorot 
natan b’libo’ Hashem made it natural to him to want 
to teach others. Together with Aholiav, his assistant, 
he was called upon to be the architect of the 
Mishkan, the sanctuary in the wilderness – and he 
readily shared everything he knew with others. 
  The Mishnah tells us that in temple times the 
Garmu family was responsible for baking the show 
bread, however they never revealed the secret of the 
recipe. And the Aftinas family was responsible for 
preparing the incense and similarly didn’t let anyone 
know how they did it. Hashem however, created 
within Betzalel natural desire to share what he knew 
with others. I believe there is a powerful message 
here for each and every one of us, if Hashem has 
given us some natural talent, some ability or some 
knowledge, we shouldn’t keep it to ourselves. We 
should ensure that our environment is enriched 
through what we have to give. Of course we must 
maintain our sense of humility with regards to our 
talents and achievements but if Hashem has enabled 
us to do something well, let us share it with others so 
that as a result of what we have the world will be 
blessed. 
Torah.Org: Rabbi Yissocher Frand [Excerpt] 
The Will To Do More Than Is Necessary Pleases 
the Almighty - In Parshas Vayakhel, the pasuk says, 
“Moshe commanded and they proclaimed in the 
camp, saying, ‘Man and woman shall not do more 
work toward the portion of the Sanctuary!’ And the 
nation was held back from bringing. And the work 
was sufficient for them for all the work, to do it – 
and having a surplus.” [Shemos 36:6-7] Moshe let 
out a clarion call that there was nothing more to 
bring, and the people stopped bringing. They already 
had more than necessary to complete the job. 
  The Malbim explains that the interpretation of the 
Rashi ion the Biblical word Va’Yeekaleh in the 
expression “and the nation stopped bringing” is 
appropriate because over here Klal Yisrael wanted to 
keep on giving. They did not want it to end. They 
wanted to contribute even more. The Almighty says 
this is literally a “shiyarei zimra” – this is what I 
love. 
  This principle is that even if a person is prevented 
by outside forces – be it nature, be it halacha, be it 
the fact that no more supplies are necessary for the 
Mishkan, whatever it is – but the will and desire to 
do more than is necessary or more than is required 
should be there. This will and desire pleases the 
Almighty and it is about this will (to contribute even 
more to the Mishkan) that He said – take it and make 
with it (yourselves) a Mishkan l’Edus – the dwelling 
place of the Divine Presence in the sense of “And 
you shall make Me a Mikdash and I will dwell 
BACHEM.” I will not only dwell in the Mishkan, 
but I will dwell within you as well. 
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In this week’s double Parashah, the construction of the
Mishkan is completed. Parashat Pekudei opens: “These are the
accountings of the Mishkan, the Mishkan of Testimony, which
were reckoned at Moshe’s bidding.” The Sages say that the
accounting was actually taken from Moshe! Why, asks R’ Moshe
Gruenwald z”l (died 1853-1911; rabbi of Khust, Hungary), was
an accounting required from Moshe?

R’ Gruenwald explains: The purpose of the accounting was
to teach us a lesson. Many commentaries explain how the
various parts of the Mishkan and its furnishing allude to
different parts of the human body and to different human
traits. Thus, the accounting that Moshe gave regarding the
Mishkan teaches us to take an accounting of ourselves--of our
body parts and character traits. Are we using our physical
organs and our abilities as intended?

In a similar vein, R’ Gruenwald asks: Why do we reckon
according to a lunar calendar (as commanded in the extra
reading this week known as “Parashat Ha’chodesh”)? After all,
the sun is more distinguished! He answers: Because we can
learn a lesson in proper behavior from the moon. Every month,
the moon waxes and wanes. So, too, we must undergo cycles of
growth and contraction. Periodically, preferably every day,
man must humble himself and reflect on what he has
accomplished. Then he must grow some more and begin the
cycle anew.  (Arugat Ha’bosem)

Tefilah
This year, we will iy”H devote this space to discussing various aspects of

our prayers. In his work, Derech Chaim, R’ Menachem di Lonzano z”l (late 16th

century; Italy, Turkey, and Eretz Yisrael) identifies ten things that improve
one’s concentration during prayer. He writes:

The first, and the greatest of all, is Torah. Know that when a person
increases his involvement in Torah study and Mitzvot, he will, as a result,
come closer to Hashem and will cling to Him. Then, awe and love for Him
will be implanted in that person’s heart. Thereafter, when he gets up to
pray, he will have no difficulty beseeching Hashem and concentrating on his
words. To the contrary, it will be easy, because Hashem will already be at
the forefront of his thoughts. This is the meaning of the verse (Tehilim
119:6), “I will praise You with a sincere heart when I learn Your just laws.”

The second is “Chiddush” / “innovation,” meaning that one should
introduce personal pleas and requests into some or all of the Berachot of
Shemoneh Esrei. These Chiddushim will cause him to concentrate [because
they are personal, not part of the rote formula]. If you cannot add to every
blessing because the congregation prays too fast, add something in one or
two blessings.

The third is “Need.” When a person feels that he has a need and he
prays for it, he will concentrate well. The greater the need, the greater the
concentration--for example, if there is sickness in one’s family or if one is
in danger. At such a time, a person pleads before Hashem wholeheartedly,
he sheds tears, and he pours out his soul to G-d.

– Continued in box inside –
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“On the day of the first new moon, on the first of the month, you

shall erect the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting.”  (40:2)
Midrash Yalkut Shimoni (Melachim, “Remez” 184) records: The Mishkan

was completed on the 25th of Kislev, but it remained folded away until the
first of Nissan. Bnei Yisrael were dejected, and they asked Moshe, “Why
wasn’t the Mishkan assembled immediately?” For His part, Hashem wanted
to combine the joy of the assembly of the Mishkan with the month in which
Yitzchak was born. Thereafter, Hashem repaid the 25th of Kislev with the
holiday of Chanukah. [Until here from the Midrash]

Many ask: What does the birth of Yitzchak have to do with the assembly
of the Mishkan?

R’ Nosson Yehuda Leib Mintzberg z”l (1943-2018; rabbi and Rosh
Yeshiva in Yerushalayim and Bet Shemesh, Israel) explains: The Torah--in
the portion we read this Shabbat as “Parashat Ha’chodesh”--identifies the
month in which Pesach falls (Nissan) as the “first month.” Why? Because it
is fitting for the Jewish People to count their months from when they left
slavery and became a nation. Indeed, all of the significant events that led to
the formation of the Jewish People occurred in Nissan, among them: The
Brit Bein Ha’betarim, when Hashem told Avraham that his descendants
would be enslaved; Yitzchak’s birth; and Yitzchak’s blessing Yaakov. (R’
Mintzberg notes that the Torah was not given in Nissan; however, that
event was really the culmination of the Exodus, which was in Nissan.)

The assembly and dedication of the Mishkan was, likewise, a seminal
event in Jewish history--the day when G-d rested his Shechinah among the
Jewish People. If not for the sin of the Golden Calf, writes R’ Mintzberg,
perhaps this would have followed immediately after the Giving of the
Torah. After Bnei Yisrael’s grave sin, however, a new beginning was
required, and that required waiting for a new year. (R’ Mintzberg compares
this to the law of “He’erev Shemesh,” i.e., that a person who was Tamei and
immersed in a Mikvah may not enter the Bet Hamikdash until a new day has
begun.) For the Jewish People, the new year begins on the first of Nissan--
the month of the nation’s birth.  (Ben Melech: Chag Ha’matzot p.25)

R’ Chaim Friedlander z”l (1923-1986; Mashgiach Ruchani of the
Ponovezh Yeshiva) writes: The Mishkan was built as the place where
Hashem could reveal His Shechinah among the Jewish People. However,
whether Hashem actually reveals Himself depends on the actions of the
Jewish People. Therefore, the Mishkan was erected in Nissan, the month
when Hashem first taught the Mitzvah of sanctifying the moon and
declaring the new month--a Mitzvah that teaches that our actions have an
impact.  (Siftei Chaim: Mo’adim II p.263)

2
“On six days, work may be done, but the seventh day shall be holy for

you, a day of complete rest for Hashem.” (35:2)
The Gemara states that when Shabbat arrives, a person should not feel as if

Shabbat is interrupting his work; rather, he should feel as if all of his work is done,
even if it is not. How does one achieve this level?

R’ Avraham Zvi Kluger shlita (Chassidic Mashpia in Bet Shemesh, Israel)
explains, based on a number of 18th and 19th century Chassidic works: When the
Talmud speaks of the Melachot / labors that are prohibited on Shabbat, it never
says that there are 39 Melachot. Rather, it always speaks of the “40 Melachot
missing one.” This is teaching us that the feeling that one needs to work always
comes from the sense that one is missing something. If, when Shabbat arrives, he
felt like he was a guest in the palace of the King (i.e., Hashem), he would not feel
that he is lacking anything, and he would not feel like he is neglecting his work.

This requires explanation, for one can see with his own eyes that his work is
not done just because Shabbat has arrived! R’ Kluger writes: It is human nature
that parents worry about and care for their children until they are certain that the
children are mature enough and have the tools to begin to care for themselves.
The more that the child makes efforts to care for himself, the more readily parents
will let go and allow the child to become self-sufficient. In contrast, when the child
was an infant and incapable of caring for himself, his parents took care of all of his
needs while he needed to do nothing.

We are Hashem’s children. During the six days of the work week, we are like
those older children who do their best to find their own way. Just as with our
parents, the more we attempt to cut the ties between ourselves and Hashem, the
more He will leave us to our own devices. On Shabbat, however, even though we
know intellectually that there is work to be done, we must concentrate on the
knowledge that, as compared to Hashem’s ability to provide, we are like infants in
the crib whose every need is provided by our loving parents. (In reality, R’ Kluger
notes, one who works on the trait of Bitachon could feel this every day.)

(Nezer Yisrael, Vol. I p.285)

– Continued from back page –
For this reason, R’ di Lonzano continues, a person who is healthy and

wealthy generally has more trouble concentrating during his prayers. The
solution is to think often about rich people who lost their wealth, and to
recognize that all of one’s success in business comes from Hashem; therefore,
one must pray to Him. In particular, a person who is leading a comfortable life
may have difficulty praying for the Geulah / Redemption, for why would he
want anything to change?! Therefore, he should reflect on all the things that can
go wrong because we are at the mercy of the nations. And, if he is a pious
person, he should reflect on the degradation that the Torah is suffering due to
our exile and the troubles of Jews around the world. All of this will soften his
heart, and it is likely that he will pray with proper concentration.

– To be continued –



 

ERDOGAN CONFIDANT CALLS FOR 'RE-NORMALIZED' TIES WITH 
ISRAEL (Israel Hayom 3/10/21) 
A close associated of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Admiral 
Cihat Yayci, said in an interview Wednesday to the Turkish Jewish 
newspaper Şalom that "it is in the interests of both Turkey and Israel to re-
normalize relations." 
Yayci called on Israel to take up the proposal of a shared maritime border, 
first reported by Israel Hayom on March 5. A more detailed version of the 
plan was published in the Turkeyscope monthly journal published by the 
Moshe Dayan Center at Tel Aviv University. 
Yayci gave the interview after Turkey suffered another diplomatic blow when 
Egypt and Greece agreed this week to disagree about proposed areas for 
gas and oil drilling in the Mediterranean Sea. 
This occurred five days after Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu said 
that Turkey could reach an agreement with Egypt on a maritime border. 
Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias said that the dispute over one of 
Egypt's three drilling areas was "technical" and had been resolved. According 
to reports, teams from Egypt met and re-drew maritime borders for the 
problematic area, a deal that directly affects Turkey, since the Turks claim 
ownership of the area delineated by Greece and Egypt. 
 
ISRAEL PRAISES BRAZIL FOR STEADFAST SUPPORT AGAINST ICC 
WAR-CRIMES PROBE (YNet 3/7/21) 
Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi thanked Brazil on Sunday for its support of 
Israel as the International Criminal Court decided to launch a war-crimes 
probe against the Jewish state. 
“Israel is thankful for Brazil's steadfast position against the International 
Criminal Court’s (ICC) decision to launch a [war crimes] probe [against the 
Jewish state]," Ashkenazi told his Brazilian counterpart, Ernesto Araujo, 
during a meeting with a Brazilian diplomatic delegation in Jerusalem. 
“It is a decision that violates international law and distances the possibility to 
advance negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians.” 
Last week, ICC Chief Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda announced she had 
opened a formal probe into alleged war crimes in the Palestinian territories, 
consisting of the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip. 
The decision led to a stinging backlash from the Israeli establishment, with 
officials urging allies to exert diplomatic pressure against the ICC. 
Ashkenazi and Araujo further discussed Middle East developments, with the 
former IDF chief stipulating landmark changes that have taken place after 
four Arab nations — the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco 
— have signed U.S.-brokered peace agreements with Israel, dubbed the 
Abraham Accords. 
“We clearly identify Iran’s fingerprints in recent attempts to harm Israeli 
targets around the world. The international community must ensure that Iran 
ceases its efforts to reach the threshold of military nuclear technology and 
fulfills its commitments to the last detail,” Ashkenazi asserted. 
 
NETANYAHU TO MAKE FIRST OFFICIAL VISIT TO UAE THURSDAY, 
TEN DAYS BEFORE ELECTION (Ha’aretz 3/10/21) 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will fly to the United Arab Emirates on 
Thursday, ten days before Israel's fourth election in two years, according to 
sources in the government. This marks his first official visit to the UAE since  
the establishment of diplomatic ties with Israel. 
Netanyahu is expected to meet with Emirati Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Zayed and return to Israel on the same day. According to governmental 

sources, the trip was coordinated with Defense Minister Benny Gantz and 
Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi. 
Israeli officials, led by Mossad chief Yossi Cohen, are also trying to secure a 
meeting between Netanyahu and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, which would be their first public meeting. 
However, a Saudi official source denied the report and told Reuters that 
Prince Mohammed would not be visiting the UAE on Thursday and would not 
be meeting Netanyahu. 
In September, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain signed agreements to 
normalize ties with Israel becoming the first Arab states in a quarter century 
to break a longstanding taboo, in a strategic realignment of Middle East 
countries against Iran. 
Saudi Arabia, a Gulf powerhouse and Islam's birthplace, encouraged the 
rapprochement but stopped short of recognizing Israel itself. In November, 
Israeli officials and sources familiar with the matter said Netanyahu and 
Prince Mohammed met covertly but Riyadh publicly denied the meeting. 
In early February, Netanyahu delayed his trips to the UAE and Bahrain for 
the third time, due to the restrictions on air travel as part of the COVID-19 
lockdown. 
Government sources said that Netanyahu feared that traveling to the Gulf 
would spark criticism, as many citizens were unable to return as a result of 
Israel’s border controls. 
 
JORDANIAN PRINCE REFUSED ENTRY TO ISRAEL FOR VIOLATING 
AGREEMENT (Arutz-7 3/10/21) 
Jordanian Prince Hussein canceled his visit for a coordinated visit to the 
Temple Mount following an incident at the Allenby Crossing, Kan News 
reported. 
The visit had been closely coordinated between Jordanian and Israeli 
officials, including security arrangements and the number of armed security 
guards to enter Israel with the prince. 
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However, when the prince arrived with his entourage, it became clear that 
the Jordanians had not complied with the earlier agreement and had brought 
significantly greater security. 
Israel did not agree to the entry of additional security guards, and the 
entourage and prince returned to Amman. 
About two weeks ago, it was reported that Israeli officials had approached 
Jordan and the Palestinian Authority with the aim of activating a vaccination 
point on the Temple Mount. 
However, Palestinian Authority Chairman Mahmoud Abbas vehemently 
refused to establish such a point because he claimed it would "allow Israel a 
foothold on the Temple Mount." 
 
ISRAEL, CYPRUS AND GREECE AGREE TO LINK POWER GRIDS VIA 
LONGEST SUBSEA CABLE (YNet 3/8/21) 
Cyprus, Greece and Israel on Monday signed an initial agreement to build 
the world's longest and deepest underwater power cable that will traverse the 
Mediterranean seabed at a cost of about $900 million and link their electricity 
grids. 
The project, called the Euro-Asia interconnector, will provide a back-up 
power source in times of emergency, said Energy Minister Yuval Steinitz, 
who was in Nicosia to sign a memorandum of understanding with his 
counterparts. 
Cypriot Energy Minister Natasa Pilides said it marked "a decisive step 
towards ending the island's energy isolation, and consequently, our 
dependence on heavy fuels." 
The cable will have a capacity of 1,000-2,000 megawatts (MW) and is 
expected to be completed by 2024, according to Israel's energy ministry.  
With a length of about 1,500 km and a maximum depth of 2,700 metres, it 
will be the longest and deepest subsea electricity cable to have ever been 
constructed, it said. 
Steinitz said the cable "will allow us to receive electricity backing from the 
power grids of the European continent in times of emergency and more 
importantly will also support our ability to significantly increase reliance on 
solar power generation." 
The ministry said that the European Union has recognized the cable as a 
"Project of Common Interest" and was willing to partly fund it. 
 
IDF DELEGATION HEADS TO EQUATORIAL GUINEA AFTER 
EXPLOSIONS (JPost 3/11/21) 
The IDF, Health Ministry and Foreign Ministry sent a humanitarian aid 
mission to Equatorial Guinea on Wednesday after hundreds were injured and 
over a hundred people were killed in explosions at a military barracks in the 
city of Bata on Sunday. 
The IDF's Medical Corps accepted responsibility for the delegation, the first 
time it's had responsibility of such a delegation since 1999. The Corps 
extensively prepared for the delegation, including by establishing two medical 
teams with professionals from all relevant fields and ancillary medical 
equipment. 
The delegation, headed by Deputy Chief Medical Officer Colonel Dr. Noam 
Fink, will help provide life-saving medical care in Bata's hospitals. Some 60 
doctors, nurses and MDA paramedics will serve in the delegation. 
"The IDF, the Health Ministry and the Foreign Ministry will continue to assist 
on behalf of the State of Israel in any disaster in which it may be required, 
and will contribute its experience and capabilities around the world," said the 
IDF Spokesperson's Unit. 
Three days on, residents of Bata are still coming to grips with the full scale of 
a tragedy that has killed at least 105 people and injured more than 600 
others. 
Drone footage aired on state television showed block after block of public  
housing in the coastal city either completely destroyed or close to it, the 
remnants of their roofs and walls strewn across the neighborhood's dirt 
roads. 

"There are many children without parents," said a teacher in Bata, who 
asked not to be named for fear of reprisals from the authorities in the tightly-
controlled central African country. "In the long (term) what do we do with 
those children?" 
The reclusive government blamed the explosions on fires set by farmers 
living near the military base and the negligent handling of dynamite stocks by 
the military unit guarding them. 
It has decreed three days of national mourning from Wednesday, declared 
Bata a catastrophe zone, unblocked 10 billion ($18.19 million) CFA francs for 
the response and appealed for international aid. 
Firefighters continued to comb the rubble on Wednesday for bodies as 
onlookers wept, state television showed. The authorities appealed for 
donations of blood and basic goods. 
Alfredo Okenve, a human rights activist who lives in exile in Europe, said his 
information indicated the number of deaths was between 150 and 200, 
significantly higher than the government's official toll of 105. 
The former Spanish colony has been run by President Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema, Africa's longest-serving leader, since 1979. 
It is the Central African country's worst tragedy in recent memory, and while 
the government, charitable organizations and private citizens have kept 
everyone fed and sheltered for now, most of Equatorial Guinea's 1.4 million 
people live in poverty. 
 
AS ISRAEL HEADS TO FOURTH ELECTION IN TWO YEARS, POLL 
PREDICTS POLITICAL DEADLOCK (Ha’aretz 3/10/21) 
Less than two weeks before Israelis vote in their fourth election in two years, 
a poll released Wednesday shows no clear path to Knesset majority for 
either major bloc. Four parties are teetering on the verge of the 3.25-percent 
electoral threshold, and any one of them that eventually end up out of the 
Israeli parliament after March 23 could tip the balance. 
According to the Channel 12 News poll, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's Likud party remains Israel's biggest, with 28 out of 120 Knesset 
seats. Together with the other parties who vowed to back him from prime 
minister, the Netanyahu-led bloc would have 47 seats. 
The bloc of parties who vowed to replace Netanyahu would have, according 
to the poll, 60 seats, with the biggest being Yair Lapid's Yesh Atid, with 19. 
Right-wing party Yamina, led by Naftali Bennett, has made some gains and 
is now predicted to be the Knesset's third-biggest, with 13 seats, overtaking 
Gideon Sa'ar's New Hope. 
While Sa'ar, who quit Likud ahead of the election campaign to form his new 
party, said he wouldn't join a Netanyahu-led government, Bennett has stayed 
mum on his prospects of teaming up with Netanyahu after the election. 
Three parties are predicted only four Knesset seats – the smallest number 
for a parliamentary faction. These are Benny Gantz's Kahol Lavan, left-wing 
Meretz and far-right Religious Zionism. 
The poll shows the United Arab List, which split from the Arab-majority Joint 
List, dropping just below the 3.25-percent electoral threshold. 
 
BEN&JERRY'S INTRODUCES SPECIAL 'MIXED-UP' ISRAELI ELECTION 
FLAVOR (Israel Hayom 3/10/21) 
US ice cream manufacturer Ben&Jerry's has launched a unique flavor ahead 
of the Knesset election scheduled for March 23. 
The company's aim is to encourage Israelis, who might have grown tired of 
elections as this will be Israel's fourth in under two years, to vote. "There is 
always a reason to vote," the company says. 
"The right to vote is a celebration of democracy and 'tastes,'" Ben&Jerry's 
 said, adding: Israel "is a country of so many types of people, voices and 
opinions, and that is what makes our country interesting and successful." 
The ice cream, named One Sweet Vote, has many flavors and toppings 
representing Israel's diversity. It include vanilla ice cream with peace symbol-
shaped chocolates and chocolate-covered almonds, and chocolate ice cream 
filled with blondie brownies and white chocolate chunks. 
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NEW VISITOR CENTER PLANNED FOR BROAD WALL IN JERUSALEM'S 
OLD CITY (JPost 3/11/21) 
A new visitor center including an educational hologram exhibit planned for 
the "Broad Wall" archaeological site was approved by the Jerusalem Local 
Planning and Building Committee on Wednesday. 
The visitor center will be located along an unearthed section of the Broad 
Wall fortification built by King Hezekiah in what is now the Jewish Quarter of 
the Old City of Jerusalem. 
The center, a project initiated by the Company for the Reconstruction and 
Development of the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem, will educate 
visitors about the period in which the wall was built and preserve visual 
accessibility of the site to the general public. 
A hologram will bring the visitors into the spirit of the period, including the 
tension leading up to the siege of Jerusalem by the Assyrian king, 
Sennacherib, the fortifications and preparations made by Hezekiah ahead of 
the siege, the buildings demolished because they stood in the path of the 
wall and the guard tower that towered over the wall in order to tell the story of 
the war. Another popular archaeological site, Hezekiah's water tunnel in the 
City of David, was also built as part of preparations for the siege. 
"I am happy about the approval of the 'Broad Wall' program, which will reveal 
to the general public another gem of history from Jerusalem of yesteryear," 
said Jerusalem Mayor Moshe Lion. "The wall, which was built by King 
Hezekiah, stood against the breach and Jerusalem was not conquered. It's 
time to give it the respect it deserves." 
The project will move forwards for approval by the regional planning 
committee and, if approved, is planned to take six months to complete. 
"We appreciate and value the work of the municipality and the mayor to 
promote this important project, and the rest of the projects for the 
development of the tourist and urban space," said Herzl Ben Ari, CEO of the 
Company for the Reconstruction and Development of the Jewish Quarter of 
the Old City of Jerusalem. "According to our plan, six months after receiving 
the building permit, we will finish and inaugurate the project. In addition, it is 
important for us to express great appreciation to the staff of the Jerusalem 
Ministry who is a full partner in this project and other projects." 
The Broad Wall, built in 701 BC, was uncovered in 1970 and helped settle a 
debate among archaeologists about the borders of Jerusalem during the First 
Temple period. 
 
INFECTION RATE FALLS TO LOWEST LEVEL IN NEARLY 3 MONTHS 
(Arutz-7 3/10/21) 
A total of 3,055 new cases of the coronavirus were diagnosed in Israel 
Tuesday, according to data released by the Health Ministry Wednesday 
morning. 
The total number of cases diagnosed since the pandemic began now stands 
at 809,870, including 38,577 active cases of the virus. 
Of those, 1,073 patients are being treated in hospitals, including 653 in 
serious condition, with a total of 215 on respirators. The number of seriously 
ill patients fell sharply this week, from 714 on Monday and 690 on Tuesday. 
The number of seriously ill coronavirus patients fell Wednesday to its lowest 
level since December 29th, when there were 639 patients in serious 
condition. The figure peaked at 1,192 on January 19th. 
The infection rate also continues to fall, with the percentage of tests returning 
positive declining to 3.3% on Tuesday, down from 3.9% on Monday. 
Tuesday’s rate is the lowest daily level recorded since December 19th,  
when 3.1% of tests came back positive. 
The number of coronavirus-related fatalities – measured by the number of 
deaths 30 days or less following a positive COVID test – now stands at 
5,936, including 10 deaths reported on Tuesday. 
Thus far, 5,035,562 people have received the first dose of the COVID 
vaccine, or 54.15% of the population. Of those, 3,940,352 people, or 42.37% 
of the population, has received the second dose as well. 
 

11-YEAR-OLD COMES ACROSS RARE FIRST TEMPLE-ERA ARTIFACT 
DURING DESERT HIKE (Israel Hayom 3/10/21) 
The Ben-David family from Beersheba was on a trip to HaBesor Creek in the 
northern Negev when one of their children, 11-year-old Zvi, caught sight of 
an unusual object. It turned out to be a rare archeological find, the Israel 
Antiquities Authority reported. 
The figurine, which is in a shape of a woman, turned out to be so rare that 
the National Treasures Department possesses only one such example in its 
collection. 
Archeologists at the IAA estimate that the object dates back to the 5th-6th 
century BCE, toward the end of the First Temple Period. 
Ceramic figurines of women "were common in the home and everyday life, 
like the hamsa [palm-shaped] symbol today, and they apparently served as 
amulets to ensure protection, good luck, and prosperity," curators Oren 
Shmueli and Debbie Ben Ami explained. 
Zvi's mother, Miriam Ben-David, a professional tour guide, immediately 
recognized the item's archeological importance and delivered it to the IAA. 
As is customary in situations like these, young Zvi was awarded a 
commendation. 
"The exemplary citizenship of young Zvi Ben-David will enable us to improve 
our understanding of cultic practices in biblical times and man's inherent 
need for material human personifications," the archeologists said. 
 
NOAD LAHAT: THE FIRST ISRAELI MMA FIGHTER TO BATTLE ON 
ARAB SOIL (Ha’aretz 3/10/21) 
On March 20, Noad Lahat says he will become the first Israeli mixed martial 
arts (MMA) fighter to represent the Holy Land in an Arab country when he 
takes on Sean Soriano of America in the UAE Warriors event in Abu Dhabi. 
Lahat, who at 36 years old is 173 centimeters tall and weighs 66 kilograms, 
has an overall 14-4 record in MMA and has battled in both Ultimate Fighting 
Championship (UFC) and Bellator. 
He said he is proud to represent his country and isn’t worried if fans don’t 
cheer for him and he is confident he will win. 
“I got booed in Berlin and in other places so I don’t care,” said Lahat by 
phone from Las Vegas. “For this fight, I’m proud to make history and I’m 
gonna win for sure. To have my Israeli flag in a place in the world and fight in 
a place I never even thought I could even visit is cool. 
Lahat, who grew up in the Shomron, said he could have gotten an exemption 
from the Israeli Army for being a state champion in judo, but wanted to do his 
duty and became a paratrooper. He said he’s fought in Gaza as well as in the 
Second Lebanon War and has lost friends along the way who have fallen in 
battle. Lahat said it is important to fight in the cage and also on TV screens to 
show that the Israeli Army is a just one. 
“I once did an interview where I said I hated to hold the gun and have to 
fight,” he said. “Then CNN called me and they did not want to hear that 
Hamas uses their people as human shields. They expected me to bash 
Israel. I would never do that. I love Israel and I am proud to have done my 
duty for my country that I love. What I meant was nobody wants to have to be 
in battle for generations. CNN tried to have me back because they knew they 
failed but that wasn’t happening.” 
He said the experience of the Israeli Defense Forces made him more mature. 
“This is not sunny California,” he said. “My brothers, my sisters, my mom – I 
couldn’t be the only one not to go to the Army. I gave up my Olympic dream 
to go into the Army but it has to be done for Jews to be safe.” 
 
ISRAEL HAS A LOT OF CHILDREN. IS THIS A PROBLEM AND WHAT 
SHOULD WE DO? (Editorial, JPost 3/10/21) 
Israel loves children. 
Well, maybe not each individual child, but the idea of children. Ours is a 
child-centered and child-oriented society, with a key part of the country’s 
ethos since its founding having been “the more children, the merrier.” 
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“Children are happiness,” the iconic band Habreira Hativit sang in the 1970s 
in a song poking fun at how the country encourages more children. “Children 
are a blessing.” 
The nation has taken that motto to heart, as well as the biblical injunction to 
be fruitful and multiply. Israel’s population has roughly doubled in the past 30 
years, going from 4.6 million in 1990 to some 9.3 million today. 
Israel’s current fertility rate of some 3.1 children per woman is the highest, by 
far, of any country in the 37-member OECD. 
And it is not only the haredim (ultra-Orthodox) and the National-Religious 
having large families. Recent studies show that a rise in Israeli fertility over 
the past 20 years is attributed to increased births among women who self-
identify as secular or traditional. 
Most Israelis view this as a very positive and healthy trend that should be 
welcomed and encouraged. Some see it as the fulfillment of a historic 
imperative to replenish the Jewish people after the Holocaust, and as a 
stunning victory over those throughout the centuries who yearned for its 
destruction. 
Others view this rise in fertility as necessary to offset Arab fertility trends, and 
to put an end to the idea that Israel will ultimately be overrun as a result of 
the galloping birth rate in the Arab world. 
Precisely because having children, and a lot of them, is a strong Jewish 
value ingrained in the Zionist ethos, words uttered by Agriculture Minister 
Alon Schuster (Blue and White) this week at an election panel were so 
jarring. 
“Population density and the fertility rate in Israel are among the highest in the 
developed world,” he said, prefacing his remarks by saying that the issue is 
“sensitive” but something he wanted to put on the agenda. 
Population density creates pressure, he said, adding that “there is a great 
debate about the extent of the legitimate area for expansion and settlement 
in the State of Israel. Density will increase, so the question of the birth rate in 
Israel must be put on the table for the next generation.” 
Schuster said that “every child is wonderful, and I want lots of grandchildren. 
I also want my great-grandchildren to have a good world in which they live in 
peace with their environment.” 
Schuster is both right and wrong. He is right in sounding the alarm about 
population density. But he is wrong about the remedy. 
The remedy is not to put Israel’s birth rate on the table and perhaps try to 
convince people not to have large families, or reconsider government policies 
that encourage and enable them to do so. Rather, the remedy is for the 
government to do something Israeli governments do not necessarily do 
particularly well: plan for the long term. 
If the figures show that the country’s population could swell to 15.7 million by 
2050, then the government should now begin developing creative and 
attractive ways to distribute the population so that not every other person 
lives in that small sliver of land between Hadera and Gedera. 
Even though Israel is geographically small, there do remain wide expanses 
of open land in the Negev and in the Galilee. Rather than trying to convince 
people who want big families not to have them, try instead to convince those 
families to move out to the periphery. One way would be through the building 
of better infrastructure to improve the quality of life there and make those 
areas more attractive and livable. 
Is Israel getting crowded? Yes. Is the solution trying to cap the population? 
Most definitely not. The solution is to come up with innovative ideas and 
encourage wider dispersion of the population throughout the country. 
Israel’s strength – nay, its secret – is its human capital. That is the country’s 
gold, its added value, the key to its vibrancy and energy. No country 
committed to its future would ever stop mining its principal resource, 
especially if it knew that resource was endless. To do so would be sheer 
folly. 
 
ISRAEL CANNOT REPEAT PAST MISTAKES WITH ICC (Ben-Dror Yemini, 
YNet 3/4/21) 
The announcement that the International Criminal Court is launching an  

investigation into Israel’s alleged war crimes is of no surprise. 
It is merely the latest step in the process to paint Israel as a criminal nation, 
which began in the 2001 World Conference against Racism in Durban, South 
Africa. 
While in the past, it was Jews all around the world who were persecuted in 
this way, today it is the Jewish nation that is being persecuted. And while not 
all those involved are doing it for anti-Semitic reasons, the purpose remains 
clear: to shame and delegitimize Israel in the eyes of the world. 
The investigation itself came as no surprise. What is surprising is how 
vigorously the ICC prosecutor Fatou Bensouda is working to ensure the 
investigation takes place. 
Bensouda is set to depart in June and her replacement has already been 
appointed. And yet she has decided to partake in a witch hunt against Israel 
that began way back in 2001. 
Investigations into war crimes have been launched against a myriad of 
countries - against many of whom evidence of war crimes was indeed found. 
The latest of these countries is the U.K., which the court found to be 
responsible for various war crimes committed in Iraq between 2003 and 
2009.  
And yet, the court decided not to persecute.  
Why? Because the ICC elects not to intervene when the state in question 
has an independent and functioning judicial system. 
Although Britain's courts have been nothing if not lenient towards soldiers 
who have been charged with such acts, for Bensouda it was enough to 
conclude that no further proceedings were necessary. 
Israel’s courts and prosecutors are harsher on soldiers than the U.K., so 
even if a conclusion is reached that war crimes were committed, it does not 
mean that indictments will be filed. 
Let us not forget that Hamas’ attacks on Israel’s civilians will also be included 
in the investigation, and Hamas, as we all know, happily encourages its 
fighters to harm the innocent. 
The ICC investigation is expected to focus on three subjects:  
1. The 2014 Gaza war and the events that led up to it, primarily the kidnap 
and murder of three Israeli teenagers a few days beforehand. 
2. The protests on the Gaza border that began on March 30, 2018. During 
these protests, the Palestinians claim, the IDF fired indiscriminately at 
peaceful civilians. In practice, these demonstrations have been instigated by 
Hamas and Israel will have no difficulty in proving that most of those who 
died during these protests were terrorist operatives. 
3. Israel's settlements in the Palestinian territories. This is the one for which 
Israel’s defense might falter somewhat. While Israel has a battery of 
international legal experts who can prove nothing illegal was done in this 
regard, the verdicts of the High Court of Justice in Jerusalem might not be 
enough to placate the tribunal at The Hague. 
There are also several elements within Israel that may prove to be a 
nuisance during the investigation. These include the B'Tselem organization, 
which claimed that "Hamas is not responsible and can not be held 
responsible for the damage that Israel caused the civilian population in the 
Gaza Strip.” 
Another is the "Breaking the Silence” organization. This organization was the 
subject of a lawsuit filed by several soldiers who took part in the 2014 war 
and who accuse it of spreading false testimonies that they took part in the 
unlawful shooting and subsequent live burial of an innocent Palestinian man. 
And while this claim has been debunked by the soldiers’ body cams, such 
"testimonies" from Israeli organizations may hamper the state’s ability to 
defend itself. 
Still, it seems that Israel would have no problem rebutting any allegations of 
war crimes. If it presents its evidence that is, for Israel does not recognize 
ICC jurisdiction and is not a signatory to the Rome Statute.  
This led to Israel’s response being ignored when in 2009 the United Nations 
initiated the Goldstone investigation into alleged war crimes during the 2008-
2009 Gaza war. 
One can only that hope Israel does not make the same mistake again. 



  

In Parshas Vayakhel, the Torah describes the enthusiasm and alacrity with which the Jewish people donated 

materials and lent their talents towards the construction of the Mishkan (Tabernacle). The Aramaic 

translation of Onkelos seems to state that the women came to the donation site wearing the jewelry that 

they intended to donate and removed it only when it was time for it to be collected. This begs the question 

as to why did the women choose to take off their jewelry only when it was time to donate it?  And why did 

the Torah want to convey this detail to us?  

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein explains that the women wanted to demonstrate that they were not giving up their 

jewelry because the jewelry ceased having any importance to them. Rather, they were giving up their 

jewelry in-spite of how much they valued it – they wore the jewelry right up to the last moment – because 

they valued the Mishkan even more. 

Every Mitzvah that we do has immense value. However, there is something extra special about Mitzvos that 

require us to sacrifice something that is dear to us. These Mitzvos make a clear statement that it is Hashem 

and His Torah that take precedence in our lives. When such opportunities arise, let us make this statement 

loud and clear. 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

To sponsor an issue of Shabbos Delights please contact info@gwckollel.org. 
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The Most Important Thing of All 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

And they brought the Mishkan to Moshe. (39, 33) 

They brought the Mishkan to Moshe because they were unable to erect 

it. Since Moshe did not do any physical labor in building the Mishkan, 

Hashem left its erection to him. (Rashi) 

Rashi's words need an explanation. Did they bring the Mishkan to 

Moshe because they couldn’t erect it, or because Hashem wanted 

Moshe to have the merit of erecting it? 

“The wise man grabs mitzvos,” refers to Moshe. While Bnei Yisrael were 

busy getting money from the Egyptians, he was busy attending to the 

bones of Yosef. (Sotah 13a ) 

If Moshe was so eager to perform mitzvos, why didn’t he involve 

himself in the building of the Mishkan? 

 

When could a person receive reward for 

learning Torah by not learning Torah? 

 

Who Am I? 

#1 WHO AM I ?   

 

1. I was told to Yehoshua. 

2. I am for completion. 

3. I am for continuation. 

4. I am not about chocolate cake! 

#2 WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I am a 613 reminder. 

2. I alternate with bells. 

3. I was worn. 

4. I am eaten. 

 

 

#1 Bechor (Firstborn) (I served the below, I lost my 

position, I need redemption, I was spared from the 

tenth.) 

#2 Golden Calf (My mother cleans my mess, I am 

not part of your leg, I wasn’t a golden opportunity, 

Walking metal. 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 

Last week’s riddle:  

What is the connection between the Machatzis HaShekel (half-

shekel) and Yosef HaTzadik? 

Answer: Yosef was sold for a Machatzis HaShekel, so we redeem 

ourselves with a Machatzis HaShekel. (Bereishis Rabba 80, 18) 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parashas Vayakhel describes the construction of the Tabernacle. While neither the 

Tabernacle nor its successor Temples exist today, there are numerous customs and 

laws regarding the construction of synagogues that are rooted in characteristics of 

the Tabernacle and Temples; following are some of these: 

• The roofs of a city’s houses must not be higher than its synagogue’s roof; this is 

derived from Ezra’s expression of gratitude to Hashem for granting the Jews the 

opportunity to “raise up the Temple of our G-d” (Ezra 9:9, Shabbas 11a). For 

centuries, this halachah has often been ignored, but although halachic 

authorities have proposed various justifications of this, the Mishneh Berurah 

(150:5) rules that ideally, one should try as hard as possible to observe this rule. 

• The Tosefta (Megillah 3:14) rules that a synagogue entrance must be in its east 

side, just as the Tabernacle’s was. Halachic authorities interpret this to mean 

that the entrance must face the Ark, which in the Tabernacle was in its western 

area. Accordingly, in our synagogues which typically face east (toward 

Jerusalem), the entrance should be on the west side (Shulchan Aruch OC 150:5, 

Mishneh Berurah #10). (I do not know why many synagogues do not follow this 

rule.) The Chasam Sofer (OC #27), however, limits this to the inner entrance to 

the sanctuary itself, but maintains that it does not apply to an outer entrance 

that opens into a room other than the sanctuary. 

• The bimah upon which the Torah is read must be in the center of the synagogue. 

The Rambam (Tefillah 11:3) explains that this is in order that everyone should 

be able to hear the reader of the Torah or the preacher, but the Chasam Sofer 

(#28) explains that it is because the bimah represents the altar, which in the 

Temple was positioned before the Ark, between the Menorah and the Table. In 

the great struggle between the Reform movement and Orthodoxy in the 

nineteenth century, “bimah in the center” was an important battleground, but 

R. Moshe Feinstein (Igros Moshe OC 2:42) rules that outside that particular 

historical context, although the bimah should be in the center, and if one has a 

choice between two synagogues, he should prefer the one with its bimah in the 

center, there is no absolute prohibition against praying in a synagogue where it 

is not. 
 

Pesach, Matzah and Money:  
At the Intersection of  

Tradition, Halachah, and Economics   
a virtual Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 

Thursday, March 18 at 12:00pm 
 Online: https://zoom.us/j/7464552195  Password: Learn Dial-in number: 301-715-8592 Meeting ID: 746 455 2195 
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