Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts
February 12 - 13, 2021 - 1 Adar 5781 - Parshas Mishpatim/Rosh Chodesh/Shekalim
Light Candles by 5:24 - Havdalah 6:25
The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by Lisa & Eli Landy in memory of Eli’s mother,
Russa Feiga bat Akiva, whose Yahrzeit was the 29th of Shevat,
Mrs. Elaine Millen & family in gratitude to the entire community that sent in donations, cards,
meals, and condolences in memory of Rabbi William Millen, ZT”L
and Lucy & Bernie Blitzstein in loving memory of Lucy’s father, Victor Benisti, Chaim ben
Shlomo, Z”L, to commemorate his tenth Yahrzeit on Shabbos, Rosh Chodesh Adar.

Mazal Tov

Weekday Shiurim

 Nancy & Bruce James on Bruce’s retirement after 35 years of
Federal Service.
 Valerie & Dan Kugler on the upcoming wedding of their
daughter, Tara, to Shai Kornblau of Lakewood, NJ. Mazal Tov
to Mr. & Mrs. Yitzchok Kornblau. Mazal Tov to the
grandparents, Shonny Kugler, Harvey Kornblau and Miriam
& Kolonymos Rafael Ehrenreich. Mazal Tov to the many
siblings, aunts, uncles and cousins.
 Lisa & Eli Landy on the engagement of their daughter, Leora,
to Josh Finkelstein of Fairlawn, NJ. Mazal Tov to Josh’s
parents Stacey & Yitz Finkelstein.

Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list and updated
times, go to: https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed by a 15minute Shiur on the Parsha. Sunday through Friday 8:30 AM - Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed by a 15minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:30 PM - Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual selfimprovement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and Fridays,
6:00 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now studying Sefer
Yehoshua, Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.
 GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men and Women Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM
 Unraveling the Navi with Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Zoom B.
 Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays at
10:00 AM, Zoom F.
 Rabbi Yonatan Zakem’s Shiur for men & women, Pearls of Prayer,
exploring the depth and meaning of our daily prayers.
Sunday evenings at 7:30 PM, Zoom I.
 GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 8:15
PM - 9:15 PM (except as noted). For more info. contact Rabbi Hillel
Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.
 For Men & Women - Zoom C (except as noted):
 Mondays: (for men only) Rabbi H. Shaps, On the Same Page
Gemara, Zoom B.
 Tuesdays: Rabbi Winter - Torah Topics
 Wednesdays: Rabbi Grossman - Reading Responsa
 Thursdays: Rabbi Grossman - Parshas Hashavua, 9:00 PM
 For Women - Zoom D:
 Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Parsha Journeys
 Tuesdays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Bereishis in-Depth
 Semichat Chaver Program, Tuesdays at 9:00 PM with Rabbi Hillel
Shaps. For more information, please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps:
hshaps@gwckollel.org
 The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s Shiur on
Daily Halachos for men & women, Tuesdays 9:15 AM, Zoom E.
 Rabbi Yitzchak Scher’s Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 1:30 PM,
“A Second Look-Stories in the Torah from a Deeper Perspective”, Zoom
H.
 Rabbi Moshe Arzouan’s Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, learning
Maseches Gittin on Wednesday evenings, 8:00 PM, Zoom G.
Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting ID,
or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password:
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019
Zoom B: ID: 349 754 2180, password GWCK
Zoom C: ID: 746 455 2195, password GWCK
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter
Zoom E: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613
Zoom F: ID: 978 8156 7874, password RabbiHyatt
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz
Zoom H: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079
Zoom I: ID: 269 840 3648, password online Pearls, phone 621690

Shabbos Schedule
Limited Minyanim are now taking place at YISE under Montgomery
County’s Phase 2 guidelines. All Minyanim require advance
registration and confirmation. If you are interested in attending
Minyanim and have not already registered, please go to
https://www.yise.org/minyan If you are registered for a Minyan and
are unable to attend at that time, please do not go to a different
Minyan. If you have any questions, please contact minyan@yise.org

Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 5:24
• Mincha: 5:30, 5:25 (Sephardi)
If you Daven Kabbalos Shabbos prior to Shkia (5:42 PM), it
is preferable to Daven Mincha prior to Plag (4:35 PM).

Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 6:55, 9:00, 9:30, 8:30 (Sephardi)
• Mincha: 2:30, 4:30, 4:45 (Sephardi)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 6:25

COVID-19 Updates
 Registration for Parshas Zachor, Taanis Esther Davening
and Purim Davening and Megillah Readings - Register
online at www.yise.org/survey PLEASE REGISTER BY
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, in order to allow for Proper
Purim Planning.
 Outdoor Minyan - If you are interested in a Shabbos morning
outdoor Minyan without a tent, subject to weather conditions,
please email Ari Elias-Bachrach at outdoor@yise.org
 Advance registration for Minyanim is required and space is
limited. Go to https://www.yise.org/minyan to register. If you
have changes to your original registration form, please send an
email to minyan@yise.org with details.
 The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return our
lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we
navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals
and as a community.

YISE Youth Announcements

Dor L’Dor - Motzei Shabbos, February 20, 7:45 PM. Parsha, pizza, prizes and more - but this year virtual! Register by 10:00 AM, Friday,
February 19, at www.yise.org/dorldor If you have any questions or would like to sponsor, please contact Michael Shimoff at
mshimoff@yise.org See flyer for details.
Purim Puppet Show - Morah Debby & Friends present Tzidky the Tzedakah Man. Sunday, February 21, 4:30 PM on Zoom A. See flyer for details.
Drive-Thru Purim Costume Parade - Sunday, February 21, 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM on Lamberton Court. RSVP to bkugler@yise.org See flyer for details.
Camp Shomrai is back for another fun-filled summer with programming for children in preschool through ninth grade! Camp runs from
July 5th through August 13th. For more info or to register online, visit our website at https://campshomrai.org See flyer for details.

YISE Programs and Listings
Registration for Shomrai Preschool 2021-2022 is now open! We are excited to be offering a Torah-rich, child-centered program for children
entering 2 year-old Nursery - 4 year-old Pre-K. School day runs from 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM. Extended care options available from 7:30 AM -8:30
AM and 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM. Register early for maximum savings! Visit our website for tuition rates and online registration at
https://preschool.yise.org/registration For more information about the program email Sarah Dollman at director@yise.org See flyer for details.
Ask The Rabbi! Come join our virtual, interactive monthly program featuring Halachos of Shabbos and holidays! This month’s topic: Purim.
How does COVID-19 impact Purim Mitzvos? What should we do about Shalach Manos? When do we eat our Seudah since Purim is on a Friday?
Tuesday, February 16, 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM on Zoom A. The first 45 minutes are for Shailos submitted in advance and the last 15 minutes are for Q
& A. Send in your questions related to Purim to: AskTheRabbi@yise.org by Sunday, February 14. For more information or to submit questions by
phone, contact Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517 or mfriedman2@yahoo.com To sponsor the Shiur, contact office@yise.org See flyer for details.
YISE Board of Directors meeting - The next regular meeting will take place on Wednesday, February 17, at 8:00 PM, on Zoom. For more
information, please contact secretary@yise.org
Purim Shpiel - Sunday, February 21, 8:30 PM, on Zoom A. Contact Howie Schulman at drhowies@gmail.com or 301-213-2429. See flyer for details.
Shatzer Matzah - Order Matzah at www.yise.org/matzah Regular, whole wheat, oat & spelt available. Order by March 1. See flyer for details.

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names
(anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org: Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary
date, name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts based on the date of the event.
 Elaine & Jerry Taragin wish Sammy Franco a Happy Birthday and thank him for all of his help.

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis.
Our current limited ability to Daven with a Minyan and to say Kaddish is difficult and a challenge. However, sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah
learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any
other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not available.
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):
 Daily Morning (Sunday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
 Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women
 Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning
2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The Pre-Shabbos Drasha video is available for sponsorship at $54.
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support.

Thank you to this past week’s Shiurim sponsors:
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha and Halacha Shiur
 Nancy Karkowsky in memory of her father, Joseph Herskovitz, Z”L, Yosef ben Reb Shalom v’Chaya, whose Yarzheit is 29 Shevat.
 Bobbi & Jules Meisler in memory of Jules’ mother, Anne Meisler, Chana bas Lazer Hakohen, and Jules’ sister, Gladys Citrino, Golda Rivka
bas Yitzhok.
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur
 David Jaray for a Refuah Sheleimah for Rabbi Hyatt and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend the Shiur.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men
 Ellen & Dr. Irving Haber to commemorate the Yahrzeit of Irv’s mother, Chana Pesha bas Shlomo Kalman whose Yahrzeit is the 2nd of Adar.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Navi Shiur for Women
 Nancy Karkowsky in memory of her father, Joseph Herskovitz, Z”L, Yosef ben Reb Shalom v’Chaya, whose Yarzheit is 29 Shevat.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Erev Shabbos Drasha
 Anonymous in honor of YISE president Yale Ginsburg and all the hard work he does on behalf of YISE and all its members.
 Marsha & Yitz Kasdan in memory of Yitz’s mother, Chaya Elka bas Yechiel Michel, A”H, whose Yahrzeit falls out on Beis Adar.
 Bev Morris & Art Boyars in gratitude to Judy & Dr. Manny Kanal for their long-standing and continued commitment & love of their dear family.
 Judy & Stuart Rosenthal to commemorate the Yahrzeit of Stuart’s father, Leonard Rosenthal, Eliezer ben Shlomo, Z”L.

YISE Programs and Listings (continued)
Matanos La’evyonim may be brought to Shul Prim night for distribution on Purim. Checks to “YISE Charity Fund” or cash, in envelopes marked
PURIM, may also be put through the mail slot at the home of Sahra & Yale Ginsburg at 11700 Fulham Street, from now through Purim night.
Amit Purim Cards - To order, contact the YISE office at 301-593-4465 x403 or office@yise.org
Come Join Rabbi Koss’s Monthly Jewish History class - now on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed
Committee: Rabbi Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, March 1, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more
information, contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical crises. We
are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., contact: Melanie
Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com
The Rachel Bassan Horwitz Fund is used for medical needs in our area, elsewhere in the US, and in Israel. In order to continue this muchneeded medical fund, your financial help is needed! Tax-deductible contributions may be made payable to: YISE Charity SPECIAL Fund, c/o
Norma Burdett, 11720 Lovejoy St., Silver Spring, MD 20902. Earmark: Bassan Fund. For more info: Norma Burdett, 301-593-5964 or Pearl
Bassan, 301-649-3137.
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org

Community Programs & Listings
Bnei Akiva Rosh Application - Eleventh-graders are invited to apply to be a Bnei Akiva Rosh next year! Form is due March 1. Please fill out as soon as
possible! https://forms.gle/SktT2eCyfQYxwE346
Vaccine Sign-up Support Project - Edlavitch JCC is matching GW students with seniors in Maryland, DC and VA to help with COVID-19 vaccine
enrollment. Sign up at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSea3wSltndTqWX9V6p_kLKbIh5AuFYWRPCGlyarv3LcsYReZA/viewform
The Yad Yehuda Clothing Exchange will be open to all members of the community this Sunday, February 14, 10:00 AM - 12 Noon. We have a lot of
coats for all sizes! This is your opportunity to shop, at no cost, for beautiful, modest clothing in our well-equipped showroom. Shoppers must be in good
health, not have been in contact with someone who tested positive for Covid, wear masks and maintain social distancing. Please schedule an appointment
at https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fhBnGaaLIgwaEUT4rDFUwdVKGz1_U9CeOYD-f_A10iY/edit For questions or to schedule an appointment
on another day: ncarmel@yadyehuda.org
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, February 17, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at vppr@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671
The Stories We Don’t Tell: Pregnancy, Loss, High Risk & Other Experiences of Our Reproductive Lives - with Dr. Chavi Karkowsky and Yoetzet
Halacha Bracha Rutner. Presented by KMS on Wednesday, February 17, 8:30 PM on Zoom. Meeting ID: 838 4169 7174, Passcode: 840286.
TGN Program: The Mishkon of Moshe and the Taiva of Noach- Presented by Rabbi Chaim Goldstein. Moshe and Noach are more similar than you
may have thought! This Shiur will explore Gemoras and Midrashim which reveal beautiful insights into the parallel purposes and significance of the Taiva
and Mishkan, as well as the Mishkan’s successor, the Bais HaMikdash. Thursday, February 18, 10:15 AM - 11:15 AM on Zoom E. For more information,
call 301-732-1773 or email director@goldennetwork.org
Outdoor Community Megillah Readings are planned on Purim: Thursday evening, February 25 and Friday, February 26. If you are an experienced
Leiner, please contact Saul Singer at Saul.Singer@verizon.net and let him know when you are available.
20th Annual Purim Yahrzeit shiur in memory of Jane Axelrod (Raizel bas Simcha) - Friday, February 26, log on at 9:50 AM for Shiur at 10:00 AM
SHARP! (The shiur will end no later than 10:20.) Zoom Meeting ID: 684 682 8415, Passcode: 613613, direct link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6846828415
Yad Yehuda of Greater Washington Matanot L’Evyonim - Donations are being collected between now and Purim. 100% of the money collected will
be distributed as Matanot L'Evyonim to local individuals and families in serious financial distress in the Greater Washington area. To donate, please visit
https://yadyehuda.org/matonot-levyonim Yad Yehuda is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization. Tizku L’mitzvot and a Freilichen Purim!
Penetrating Thoughts and Practical Perspectives - Thoughts on life, Torah and Middos. Based on Michtav M’Eliyahu, from Rav Eliyahu Dessler, Z”L.
Mondays, 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, with Rabbi Yitzchak Scher. Zoom - Meeting ID: 736 4190 7086, Passcode: torah. Presented by YGW Kollel Zichron
Amram. For more information, contact Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392.
What Happened at Sinai: An Exploration of the Sinai Revelation and the Ten Commandments - Wednesdays, 8:00 PM on Zoom. Presented
by Rabbi Hillel Shaps. Join any time! No cost. Zoom info and registration at linksgw.org/classes
Remote Night Shiurim from YGW - Sunday 8:30 PM - 9:15 PM, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate; Monday/Wednesday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi
Ahron Lopiansky; Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold. Register at
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/1715843153121/WN_n6jNGqUpTpCN6ikCabUutA
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone interested may
email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM.
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.”
Kemp Mill Village is providing friendly phone calls and limited deliveries during the pandemic. Call 1-833-KMV-20902 to request service or to
volunteer. See kempmillvillage.org for more information.
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com
Friday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Sunday
Monday, February 15
February 19
Presidents’ Day
February 16
February 17
February 18
February 14
Limited Minyanim will take place at YISE next week, advance registration and confirmation required. You are encouraged to Daven at home
at the same time as a Minyan at YISE. Shacharis: Sunday 6:30 AM/7:30 AM/8:45 AM;
Monday through Friday 6:15 AM/7:00 AM/8:45 AM. Mincha/Maariv: Sunday - Thursday: 5:35 PM.
Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:40 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:07 AM, Latest Netz: 7:01 AM, Latest Krias Shema: 9:37 AM,
Earliest Mincha: 12:53 PM, Earliest Shkia: 5:44 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim: 6:32 PM

The Week Ahead

Next Shabbos
February 19 - 20, 2021 - 8 Adar 5781
Parshas Terumah/Zachor
Light Candles: 5:32
Havdalah: 6:32

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, February 17 at 12:00 Noon
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org
Office Phone: 301-593-4465 Office Fax: 301-593-2330
Eruv line: 301-593-5561 E-Mail: office@yise.org Website: www.yise.org
Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Yale Ginsburg - President
Simi Franco - Office Manager

A Quick Thought on the Parsha from Rabbi Rosenbaum
Mishpatim 5781: The Flame of G-d
The following is kindly transcribed by a congregant from the video at
https://wp.yise.org/shabbos
At the end of Parshas Mishpatim the Torah gives a bit more of the image of what the Jewish
people experienced and saw at סיני, at the giving of the Torah. At the very end of the Parsha, the
Pasuk says ' ומראה כבוד הand the appearance of the glory of G-d, כאש אכלת בראש ההר, was like a
consuming flame at the top of the mountain, לעיני בני ישראל, in the eyes of the Jewish people.
What is the significance of a flame representing the glory of G-d? Surely there are many ideas
about this. I would just like to share an idea about this from the קדושת לוי.
The  קדושת לויsays that when you think about fire, a fire is constantly spreading and the
spreading is inherently in a very rapid way. The  קדושת לויsays that when a person in their life is
connected to the service of G-d in a meaningful way, it is like a flame within them. There is an
excitement. In Yeshivos sometimes when we talk about a student who is really very engaged
and really connected to his learning we talk about so and so is “on fire.” It is a similar idea. The
 קדושת לויsays there is a great significance in the image that the Jewish people saw at Har Sinai,
that represented G-d, was a flame. What that means is that if, whether it be at that time or
whether it be at our times, if a person feels connected and energized by a mitzvah that they are
doing, they at that moment in a sense are seeing G-d. They are connecting to G-d. So if a person
is engaged with a chavrusa or a shiur or learning on their own and they are into it and they are
energized by it, or a person is working on some project, whether it be big or small, to help
people around them and it is fueling them, or a person finds themselves connecting to davening
and they are excited to open up a siddur in the morning, in a small way we are seeing G-d. I
guess the other side of that, is never let a person say that Judaism doesn’t speak to me. How can
you say Judaism doesn’t speak to you if you have never seen it, if you’ve never fully
experienced it? We just have to find the aspect, the right time and the right way, that we can
truly connect to it. With Hashem’s help may we all light our inner flame.
Have a wonderful Shabbos.

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah Presents

DOR L’DOR

Family Chevrusah-Style Learning - The Same Usual Motzei
Shabbos Fun, but This Year Virtual!
x

x
x

Delicious Pizza - delivered to homes within Kemp
Mill for children ages Pre-K - 6th grade
Interac ve online discussions
Raﬄe of exci ng prizes

5781 Motzei Shabbos Times:
November 7 — 7:00 pm
November 14 — 7:00 pm
December 5 — 7:00 pm
December 19 — 7:00 pm
January 9 — 7:15 pm
January 30 — 7:30 pm
February 6 — 7:30 pm
February 20 — 7:45 pm
March 6 — 8:00pm
Register your family at
https://yise.org/dorldor
Must register your children prior to
each event by that Friday at 10am
To sponsor this program, please
contact Michael Shimoff at
mshimoff@yise.org

B"H

YISE Youth

Morah Debby & Friends
Present

Tzidky the Tzedakah Man
A PURIM PUPPET SHOW!

Zoom ID: 416 963 9000

ID: 492019

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4169639000?
pwd=Q1JKU2N2TVo1d0pnQ0lHQ2g0YXg2Zz09

YISE Youth Presents

Drive-Thru Purim Costume Parade
All ages are invited to a Drive-Thru Purim Costume Parade from
3-4pm on Sunday, Feb. 21st. Drive up to 11507 Lamberton
Court, hop out, get your picture taken, and receive a prepackaged Hamantashen! Masks required.
Please RSVP to bkugler@yise.org.

ASK the RABBI
Come join our virtual, monthly interactive program featuring
different Halachos of Shabbos and Holidays!

Topic:

PURIM

The first 45 minutes are for Shailos submitted in advance and the last 15 are for Q & A.

How does COVID impact Purim Mitzvos?
What should we do about Shalach Manos?
When do we eat our Seudah since Purim is on a Friday?
Send in your questions about PURIM to: AskTheRabbi@yise.org by
Sunday, February, 14.
When: Tuesday, February 16, 8:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Where: Zoom – Meeting ID: 416-963-9000, Passcode: 492019
For more information and to submit questions by phone, contact
Miriam Friedman at 301-754-1517 or mfriedman2@yahoo.com

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Purim is coming, Hip Hip Hooray!
Let’s all get ready for this fun-filled day.
A Shpiel is what we need, and what we have prepared
To lighten our hearts, a real time to share.
And let’s thank Hashem for all our gifts
Especially for Zoom which gives us a lift.
We’ll have Grammen, we’ll have songs and a video or two
And bring along the kiddos - They can have fun too!
Our Shpiel needs an audience so join us on Zoom
We really need YOU! Let’s howl to the moon!
Date of the Shpiel:

Sunday February 21 at 8:30 pm

Zoom ID: 416 963 9000 Password: 492019
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4169639000?pwd=Q1JKU2N2TVo1d0pnQ0lHQ2g0YXg2Zz09

בס"ד

YISE Shmurah Matzah Fundraiser 2021

from Shatzer Bakery

Order Form
Regular or Whole Wheat Shmurah Matzah $25.00 per pound
Spelt or Oat Shmurah Matzah $28.00 per pound
You can:

Place your order online at http://yise.org/matzah
Email your order to: Matzah@yise.org
Bring your order to: YISE Matzah, 1132 Arcola Ave.,
Silver Spring, MD 20902

Your order must be received by 12 noon, Monday, March 1, 2021

_____________________________________________________
Name
___________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Tel. #
___________________________________________
Email
___________________________________________
Regular Matzah
Whole Wheat
Spelt
Oat
Total
 Check attached

______
______
______
______
______

pounds @ 25.00 =
pounds @ 25.00 =
pounds @ 28.00 =
pounds @ 28.00 =
pounds
Total $

__________
__________
__________
__________
__________

 I will pay (check or cash) when I pick up the matzah

Pickup at YISE - details to be determined - watch your email for details.

Likutei Divrei Torah
Gleanings of Divrei Torah on Parashat Hashavuah
via the Internet
Volume 27, Issue 18

Shabbat Parashat Mishpatim

Covenant& Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z"l
Vision and Details - Our parsha takes us through a
bewildering transition. Up until now, the book of
Shemot has carried us along with the sweep and
drama of the narrative: the Israelites’ enslavement,
their hope for freedom, the plagues, Pharaoh’s
obstinacy, their escape into the desert, the crossing of
the Red Sea, the journey to Mount Sinai and the
great covenant with God.
Suddenly, we now find ourselves faced with a
different kind of literature altogether: a law code
covering a bewildering variety of topics, from
responsibility for damages to protection of property,
to laws of justice, to Shabbat and the festivals. Why
here? Why not continue the story, leading up to the
next great drama, the sin of the Golden Calf? Why
interrupt the flow? And what does this have to do
with leadership?
The answer is this: great leaders, be they CEOs or
simply parents, have the ability to connect a large
vision with highly specific details. Without the
vision, the details are merely tiresome. There is a
well-known story of three workers who are
employed cutting blocks of stone. When asked what
they are doing, one says, “Cutting stone,” the second
says, “Earning a living,” the third says, “Building a
palace.” Those who have the larger picture take more
pride in their labour, and work harder and better.
Great leaders communicate a vision.
But they are also meticulous, even perfectionists,
when it comes to the details. Thomas Edison
famously said, “Genius is one percent inspiration,
ninety-nine percent perspiration.” It is attention to
detail that separates the great artists, poets,
composers, filmmakers, politicians and heads of
corporations from the merely average. Anyone who
has read Walter Isaacson’s biography of the late
Steve Jobs knows that he had an attention to detail
bordering on the obsessive. He insisted, for example,
that all Apple stores should have glass staircases.
When he was told that there was no glass strong
enough, he insisted that it be invented, which is what
happened (he held the patent).
The genius of the Torah was to apply this principle
to society as a whole. The Israelites had come
through a transformative series of events. Moses
knew there had been nothing like it before. He also
knew, from God, that none of it was accidental or
incidental. The Israelites had experienced slavery to
make them cherish freedom. They had suffered, so
that they would know what it feels like to be on the
wrong side of tyrannical power. At Mount Sinai,
God, through Moses, had given them a mission
statement: to become “a Kingdom of Priests and a
holy nation,” under the sovereignty of God alone.
They were to create a society built on principles of
justice, human dignity and respect for life.
But neither historical events nor abstract ideals –
not even the broad principles of the Ten
Commandments – are sufficient to sustain a society
in the long run. Hence the remarkable project of the
Torah: to translate historical experience into detailed
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legislation, so that the Israelites would live what they
had learned on a daily basis, weaving it into the very
texture of their social life. In the parsha of
Mishpatim, vision becomes detail, and narrative
becomes law.
So, for example: “If you buy a Hebrew servant, he
is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh year,
he shall go free, without paying anything”. At a
stroke, in this law, slavery is transformed from a
condition of birth to a temporary circumstance –
from who you are to what, for the time being, you
do. Slavery, the bitter experience of the Israelites in
Egypt, could not be abolished overnight. It was not
abolished even in the United States until the 1860s,
and even then, not without a devastating civil war.
But this opening law of our parsha is the start of that
long journey.
Likewise the law that “Anyone who beats their
male or female slave with a rod must be punished if
the slave dies as a direct result.” A slave is not mere
property. They each have a right to life.
Similarly the law of Shabbat that states: “Six days
do your work, but on the seventh day do not work,
so that your ox and your donkey may rest, and so
that the slave born in your household and the
foreigner living among you may be refreshed.” One
day in seven slaves were to breathe the air of
freedom. All three laws prepared the way for the
abolition of slavery, even though it would take more
than three thousand years.
There are two laws that have to do with the
Israelites’ experience of being an oppressed
minority: “Do not mistreat or oppress a stranger, for
you were strangers in Egypt.” and “Do not oppress a
stranger; you yourselves know how it feels to be
foreigners, because you were foreigners in Egypt.
And there are laws that evoke other aspects of the
people’s experience in Egypt, such as, “Do not take
advantage of the widow or the fatherless. If you do
and they cry out to me, I will certainly hear their
cry”. This recalls the episode at the beginning of the
Exodus, “The Israelites groaned in their slavery and
cried out, and their cry for help because of their
slavery went up to God. God heard their groaning,
and He remembered His covenant with Abraham,
with Isaac and with Jacob. So God looked on the
Israelites and was concerned about them.”
In a famous article written in the 1980s, Yale law
professor Robert Cover wrote about “Nomos and
Narrative.” By this he meant that beneath the laws of
any given society is a nomos, that is, a vision of an
ideal social order that the law is intended to create.
And behind every nomos is a narrative, that is, a
story about why the shapers and visionaries of that
society or group came to have that specific vision of
the ideal order they sought to build.
Cover’s examples are largely taken from the Torah,
and the truth is that his analysis sounds less like a
description of law as such than a description of that
unique phenomenon we know as Torah. The word
“Torah” is untranslatable because it means several
different things that only appear together in the book
that bears that name.
Torah means “law.” But it also means “teaching,
instruction, guidance,” or more generally,
“direction”. It is also the generic name for the five
books, from Genesis to Deuteronomy, that comprise
both narrative and law.
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In general, law and narrative are two distinct
literary genres that have very little overlap. Most
books of law do not contain narratives, and most
narratives do not contain law. Besides which, as
Cover himself notes, even if people in Britain or
America today know the history behind a given law,
there is no canonical text that brings the two
together. In any case in most societies there are many
different ways of telling the story. Besides which,
most laws are enacted without a statement of why
they came to be, what they were intended to achieve,
and what historical experience led to their
enactment.
So the Torah is a unique combination of nomos and
narrative, history and law, the formative experiences
of a nation and the way that nation sought to live its
collective life so as never to forget the lessons it
learned along the way. It brings together vision and
detail in a way that has never been surpassed.
That is how we must lead if we want people to
come with us, giving of their best. There must be a
vision to inspire us, telling us why we should do
what we are asked to do. There must be a narrative:
this is what happened, this is who we are and this is
why the vision is so important to us. Then there must
be the law, the code, the fastidious attention to detail,
that allow us to translate vision into reality and turn
the pain of the past into the blessings of the future.
That extraordinary combination, to be found in
almost no other law code, is what gives Torah its
enduring power. It is a model for all who seek to lead
people to greatness.
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
“When [Hebrew: ‘im’] you lend money to My
people, to the poor person with you, you shall not
behave toward him as a lender; you shall not impose
interest upon him.”
How can we ensure that Jewish ideals—such as
protecting the downtrodden and most vulnerable
people in our society—emerge from the abstract and
find expression in our daily lives? Our weekly
portion, Mishpatim, in addressing the issue of
lending, provides an insight to this question, and
sheds light on the core Biblical values of compassion
and empathy.
The verse cited above raises several questions.
First, in stating the prohibition on charging interest,
why does the Torah employ a word—im—that
usually means if? Our Sages note that the use of
“im” in this verse is one of just three instances in the
entire Torah in which the word means when instead
of if [Midrash Tanhuma]. What is the significance of
this exceptional usage of the word?
Moreover, why does the verse seem to repeat itself
(“to My people, to the poor person with you”)?
Seemingly, just one of these phrases would have
been sufficient to teach the lesson.
Additionally, “you shall not behave toward him as a
lender,” says the Torah. Why is this so? Our Sages
teach that not only is it forbidden for the creditor to
remind the debtor of the loan, but that the creditor
must go out of his way not to cause the debtor
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embarrassment [ibid.]. If, for example, the creditor
sees the debtor walking towards him, it is incumbent
upon the creditor to change direction. Why not
remind the debtor that the loan must be repaid? After
all, the debtor took money from the creditor, did he
not?
Finally, why is there a specific prohibition against
charging interest at all? With respect to the reason
for the prohibition against interest, Maimonides goes
so far as to codify: “Anyone who writes a contract
with an interest charge is writing and causing
witnesses to testify that he denies the Lord God of
Israel…and is denying the exodus from Egypt.”
[Laws of Lenders and Borrowers, 4:7] Why the
hyperbole? After all, there is no prohibition against
charging rent for the use of my house! Why should
there be a prohibition against charging rent for the
use of my excess funds?
A key lesson from our Sages provides the
philosophical underpinnings of the answers to these
questions. They teach that a person must view
himself as if he were the poor person in need of
support. We easily deceive ourselves that we are
immune from the fate of poverty, a regrettable
attitude that can harden us to the real needs of those
seeking assistance.
I must look at the indigent as if he were I, with the
thought that I, but for the grace of God, could be he.
Rabbi Hayyim ibn Attar, in a brilliant illumination,
beautifully explains this passage in his commentary,
Ohr HaHayyim, which enables us to understand this
difficult character change. In an ideal world, he
teaches, there ought to be no rich and no poor, no
lenders and no borrowers; everyone should receive
from the Almighty exactly what they require to live.
But, in His infinite wisdom, this is not the manner
in which the Lord created the world. He provides
certain individuals with excess funds, expecting
them to help those who have insufficient funds,
appointing them His “cashiers” or “ATMs”, or
agents in the world. Hence, we must read the verse
as, “If you have extra funds to lend to my nation—
which should have gone to the poor person, but are
now with you through G-d’s largesse—therefore,
you were merely given the poor person’s money in
trust, and those extra funds that are you ‘lending
him’ actually belong to him.”
If you understand this fundamental axiom—that the
rich person is actually holding the poor person’s
money in trust as an agent of the Divine—sthen
everything becomes clear. Certainly, the lender may
not act as a creditor, because she is only giving the
poor man what is in actuality his! And, of course,
one dare not charge interest, because the money you
lent out was never yours in the first place.
This is the message of the exodus from Egypt, the
seminal historic event that formed and hopefully still
informs us as a people: no individual ought ever be
owned by or even indebted to another individual. We
are all owned by and must be indebted only to God.
This essential truth is the foundation of our
traditional legal system, which is uniquely just and
equitable: it is especially considerate of the needs of
the downtrodden and enslaved, the poor and the
infirm, the orphan and the widow, the stranger and
the convert, the “chained wife” and the indigent
forced to sell their land. From this perspective, not
only must we submit to Jewish law, but it is crucial
that our judges be certain that Jewish law remains
true to its ethical foundations.
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb
Careers - "What do you want to be when you grow
up?" That was once the standard question to ask an
eight- or nine-year-old when trying to make
conversation with him or her. Somehow, every child
had an answer, which ranged from "fireman" to
"football player" to "nurse."
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It seems to me that we don't ask that question of
children these days, at least not as frequently as we
used to. Perhaps we are afraid to put pressure upon
them. Or perhaps ambition is no longer viewed as a
positive value, as it once was.
Our tradition does value ambition, if it leads to
some positive goal. A career which helps a person
support himself and his family is one such goal. A
career which serves the community is another.
Which careers are especially valued by the Torah?
Parshat Mishpatim, provides us with an occasion to
reflect upon one highly valued career, serving on a
court of law as a judge.
Our parsha begins with the verse, "These are the
rules that you shall set before them." Rashi
understands the phrase "before them" to mean that
questions regarding these rules must be adjudicated
by Jewish judges familiar with the rules which are
outlined in the ensuing several chapters of the
parsha. Already in last week's parsha, Yitro, we
learned that Moses saw the role of judge as being
one of his leadership responsibilities. Only at the
advice of his father-in-law did he assign the role of
judge to a hierarchy of others. Judgeship is thus one
of the first careers prescribed by the Torah.
The Talmud has something to say about just how
noble a career judgeship is and in the process
recommends several other excellent career paths for
"nice Jewish boys." I am referring to the following
passage in the tractate Bava Batra 8b, which in turn
interprets two biblical verses:
"The knowledgeable will be radiant like the bright
expanse of sky, and those who lead the many to
righteousness will be like the stars forever and ever".
'The knowledgeable' are the judges who adjudicate
the law with absolute truthfulness, as well as those
who serve the community as trustees who distribute
charity (gabba'ei tzedakah). 'Those who lead the
many' are the schoolteachers of young children...
And as for Torah scholars? To them, the following
verse applies: "May His beloved be as the sun rising
in might!".
There we have it. Four admirable careers are set
forth by the Talmud: the judiciary, involvement in
the distribution of charity, primary education, and
Torah scholarship.
Tosafot, the collection of commentary in the margin
of every page of Talmud, suggests that there is a rank
order to these "careers." Starlight is less bright than
"the bright expanse of sky." This implies that school
teaching is less praiseworthy than acting as a judge
or gabbai tzedakah, whereas the Talmud scholar,
who is compared to the sun, ranks highest.
Other commentaries interpret the Talmudic text
differently. One interesting approach is taken by the
19th-century rabbi of Lyssa, Rabbi Yaakov
Loberbaum, who is known for his masterwork on
civil law, Netivot HaMishpat. He objects to the
approach taken by Tosafot. After all, he asks, "Our
eyes can see that the stars are brighter than the
'expanse of the sky,' and what connection is there
between judges and gabba'ei tzedakah that allows us
to compare both of them to the celestial expanse?"
His answer is most instructive: "There are materials
which are colorless, but which reflect whatever color
shines upon them. An example is glass. It has no
color of its own. Shine a red light upon it, and the
color red is reflected. Shine a green light, and green
is reflected. The expanse of the sky is itself colorless
like glass. This is what a judge has in common with
a trustee of charity. They both must be absolutely
neutral, with no color of their own. The judge must
be totally unbiased, and so must be the person who
determines how charity is to be distributed. He must
not favor one needy person over another but must
distribute the community funds 'without color.' But
schoolteachers are compared to the stars, which glow

equally upon all. Whereas judges and gabba'ei
tzedakah must discriminate between one party and
the other, the schoolteacher must 'shine' upon all of
his pupils equally, without discrimination."
Although the Lyssa Rav does not comment on
Torah scholars and their likeness to the sun, we can
speculate on that connection for ourselves. The sun
is the ultimate source of light and heat, and so too
the Torah is the ultimate source of intellectual light
and spiritual warmth. Torah study, our tradition
teaches us, outweighs all other values in its
importance.
Truth to tell, each one of us individually must strive
to incorporate into our behavior all four of these
career roles. We are all "judges." even if not clothed
in judicial robes or sitting in judicial chambers. We
are constantly called upon to judge others in all sorts
of ways, and we must always attempt to honestly
judge ourselves.
We all must decide how to distribute our charitable
resources: the time we give to the community and
the money we contribute to the needy.
We are all teachers; if not in the classroom, then in
the family and synagogue and shopping mall.
And we certainly must all, according to our
intellectual limitations and the restrictions that time
places upon us, be diligent in our Torah study and
become as knowledgeable in Torah as we possibly
can.
From this perspective, each and every one of us is
called upon to discharge the duties of our "careers:"
judge others without bias; distribute our resources
compassionately and fairly; teach little children in
some appropriate manner; and, above all, study
Torah.
If we do, then we are all worthy of being called
luminaries as bright as the bright expanse of the sky,
shining like the stars at night, and lighting up the
world like the sun by day.
Dvar Torah: Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis
The Torah on honesty in financial matters.
A social worker in Jerusalem told me about a
teenage boy who was caught stealing milk at a store.
He was hauled before the Jerusalem juvenile court.
The judge said to the lad “tell me, why did you have
to steal the milk? Were you thirsty?” The lad replied,
“not at all, I had just had a meaty meal there is no
way I would drink that milk!” (He was more
concerned about the prohibition against mix ing
meat and milk than the prohibition against theft.)
Parshat Mishpatim addresses such a phenomenon.
‘V’ele hamishpatim asher tasim lifneihem’ Hashem
says to us ‘these are the ordinances which you shall
place before them’.
‘Lifneihem – before them’ – what exactly does that
mean? Rashi says ‘k’shulchan ha’aruch’ – we need
to place these laws before the people just like a table
which is prepared for people to eat at it. Rav Moshe
Leib of Sassov says actually what Rashi is getting at
is that when we sit down to a meal, we will always
enquire ‘where’s the food from? Who was the
mashgiach? And which religious authority was it
prepared? How many stringencies were included in
the preparation of this food? Can I really allow it to
pass my lips? In the same way, as we are naturally so
strict with regards to the food we eat, so to we
should equally be strict with all the ‘Mishpatim’ –
the monetary laws which are presented to us in
Parshat Mishpatim. Any person who is committed to
fulfilling the word of Hashem should be absolutely
scrupulous with regard to all financial matters.
[Excerpted]
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As its name implies, this week’s Parashah introduces the
“Mishpatim” / civil laws. R’ Yaakov Yosef z”l (1840-1902; Rosh
Yeshiva, rabbi, and Maggid / preacher in Lithuania; first and only
Chief Rabbi of New York City) writes: Some laws--for example,
Sha’atnez and Parah Adumah--are “Chukim,” laws whose reasons
are beyond human comprehension. About such laws, our Sages
teach, for example: “One should not say, ‘I cannot stand the taste
of pork!’ Rather, one should say, ‘I am sure it is delicious, but what
can I do? The Torah forbids it!’” Certainly, one should not think
that Kashrut laws have health reasons, for then one would
abrogate the laws entirely, saying, for example: “How can a small
drop of non-kosher food mixed into my kosher food hurt?”
Not so regarding the Mishpatim, R’ Yosef continues. Regarding
these laws, we are not permitted to say that we do not understand
their reasons. Rather, we are obligated to investigate using our
intellects until we find a satisfactory reason for every Mishpat. If
one believes that he cannot understand these laws, he should
attribute that failure to having bad character traits that prevent
him from seeing the Torah’s light. And, if some Mishpatim seem
inconsistent with our preconceived values, we should reevaluate
those preconceived values. But, reasons can and must be found.
R’ Yosef adds: One might ask how it is logical, for example,
that the Torah imposes the identical punishment on a wealthy
thief and a poor thief--one of the Mishpatim in our Parashah. We
must bear in mind, he answers, that the Torah describes only the
punishment to be imposed by the human court, which must be
consistent. There is a separate Divine judgment that takes into
account such differences as whether a thief is rich or poor. (L’Bet
Yaakov: Drush 15)

Tefilah
This year, we will iy”H devote this space to discussing various aspects of
our prayers. This week, we begin the subject of “Kavanah.”
R’ Moshe ben Maimon z”l (Rambam; 1135-1204; Spain and Egypt)
writes: There are five prerequisites to prayer . . . The fifth of these is
Kavanat Ha’lev / Kavanah of the mind . . .
In what way is Kavanat Ha’lev a prerequisite to prayer? Any prayer
recited without Kavanah is not a prayer . . .
What is Kavanah? One should remove all thoughts from his mind and
see himself as if he is standing before the Shechinah. Therefore, one must
sit for a little while before praying, so that he can focus his mind. Then, he
should pray calmly and as one who is pleading. Also, one should not treat
his prayer like a burden that one casts off and walks away from. Therefore,
after prayer, one must sit for a little while and only then depart. Pious
people in earlier generations would wait an hour before praying and an
hour after praying, and would pray for an hour . . .
Likewise, one may not begin praying immediately after engaging in
laughter, frivolity, idle talk, quarreling, or anger; only after the study of
Torah. But. one should not pray after engaging in give-and-take, which will
continue to distract his mind after he begins praying, even though that, too,
is Torah study. Rather, one should pray after studying something that does
not require deep reflection, for example, final Halachic rulings without
accompanying explanations.
(Hilchot Tefilah 4:1, 15, 16, 18)
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“For if you listen to his voice and do all that I shall speak, then I
shall be the enemy of your enemies and persecute your persecutors.”
(23:22)
R’ Nosson Lewin z”l (1857-1926; rabbi of Rzeszów, Poland) explains:
The active part of a Mitzvah is its “body,” and the accompanying good
thought is its “soul.” An action without an accompanying thought is like a
body without a soul, while a good thought without an accompanying
action is like a soul without a body. When one does a complete Mitzvah,
including both action and thought, our verse refers to that as “listening”
and “doing.” In order to accomplish this, one must try to understand the
intention behind the Mitzvah.
Middah-K’negged-Middah / measure-for-measure, our verse promises:
“I shall be the enemy of your enemies and persecute your persecutors.” A
persecutor persecutes actively, while an enemy schemes but does not
necessarily follow through. If we combine action and thought to serve
Hashem, He will deal with those who act against us and also those who
merely think bad thoughts about us.
(Bet Nadiv p.99)
At the end of his commentary to this week’s Parashah, R’ Shmuel
Ha’Tzarfati z”l (Fes, Morocco; late 17th-early 18th centuries) writes:
This concludes the questions that Re’em z”l [R' Eliyahu Mizrachi
(1455-1526; Chief Rabbi of the Ottoman Empire)] asked on the
commentary of Ramban z”l [R’ Moshe ben Nachman z”l (1194-1270;
Spain and Eretz Yisrael)] to this Parashah. I have done what I said I
would do, which is to answer all of Re’em’s questions, so that not one of
his challenges to Ramban’s commentary remains. Ramban’s words are
now clear, and white as snow. Praise G-d, who allowed me to finish!
May the merit of my master and teacher Ramban protect me and come
to my aid, Amen! And, just as I troubled myself to defend his words, so
may he [Ramban] please ask the awesome G-d to act mercifully. May he
not be silent until Yerushalayim is rebuilt speedily, for the sake of
Hashem and His Mercy. May He do this for the sake of His Name and for
the sake of His holy Torah, which are profaned among the gentiles; for
the sake of His house [the Bet Hamikdash], which is destroyed and
desolate; and for the sake of His nation Yisrael, which is currently lowly
and in darkness. May our cries rise to the highest heavens, to the G-d
Who sits on the throne of mercy. May He say to the troubles of all of
Yisrael: “Enough!” Speedily, and soon in our days--Amen, so may
Hashem say!
(Nimukei Shmuel Al Ha’Torah)

2
“If you buy an Eved Ivri / Jewish slave . . .” (21:2)
In last week’s Parashah, the Aseret Ha’dibrot / Ten Commandments
were given, and now the Torah begins to spell out the laws in detail. Why
does the Torah choose to begin with the law of an Eved Ivri?
R’ Yitzchak Arieli z”l (1896-1974; Mashgiach of Yeshivat Merkaz Harav;
author of Enayim La’mishpat) explains: [The Gemara (Kiddushin 20a)
teaches: “One who acquires an Eved Ivri acquires a master for himself.” For
example, the master may not sleep on a more comfortable bed than the
slave is given, nor may he eat better food than the slave is fed.] Thus, by
beginning the Torah’s detailed laws with the laws of Eved Ivri, the Torah is
teaching us how different the Torah’s laws are from the laws of other
nations. Placing this law first also teaches the degree to which a person
must perfect his own Middot / character traits--in particular, how he must
treat another human being--as a prerequisite to Torah study.
(Haggadah Shel Pesach Shirat Ha’geulah p.42)
“So shall you do to your ox, to your flock; for a seven-day period
shall it be with its mother, on the eighth day you may present it to
Me.” (22:29)
The Midrash Yalkut Shimoni teaches: Hashem says, “Do not sacrifice an
animal to Me before it has lived through a Shabbat. Likewise, no Brit Milah
can take place until the boy has lived through a Shabbat.” [Until here from
the Midrash]
R’ Yoel Leib Herzog z”l (1865-1934; rabbi in Lomza, Poland; Leeds,
England; and Paris, France; father of Israel’s Chief Rabbi Yitzchak Halevi
Herzog z”l) writes: At first glance, this Midrash seems straightforward
enough, but it actually contains a lofty message. Why do some people
perform Mitzvot meticulously, even looking for new stringencies and
customs, while others are happy to get by performing one Mitzvah a day?
It all depends on the strength of a person’s belief that the world was
created by a Creator, which is the foundation of all our beliefs, R’ Herzog
answers. Those who believe unquestioningly in Creation will also believe
that the Creator rewards man for his Mitzvot and punishes him for his sins.
On the other hand, those whose belief in Creation is weak also do not
believe fully that man is judged for his actions.
R’ Herzog continues: Shabbat testifies to our belief in Creation, without
which one’s membership in Klal Yisrael is incomplete. Therefore, we do not
perform a Brit Milah until a Shabbat has passed. Likewise, bringing a
sacrifice is of no value unless one believes in Creation; therefore, we
require an animal that has experienced a Shabbat.
(Imrei Yoel p.150)
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GREECE, ISRAEL SIGN TOURISM PACTS, EASING COVID TRAVEL
RESTRICTIONS (Ha’aretz 2/9/21)
Greece and Israel signed an accord on Monday to ease travel restrictions to
Greece for Israelis with proof of COVID-19 vaccination, a move Athens
hopes will support its bid to use vaccination certificates to save its battered
tourism sector.
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis has pushed the idea of using
standardized certificates showing travelers have received an inoculation as a
means of opening up international travel for the vital summer season.
"We need to facilitate travelers once they provide easy proof of vaccination
and this is what we intend to do with Israel," he said at a live-streamed joint
news conference with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Tourism, which accounts for about a fifth of the Greek economy, collapsed
last year as the pandemic gutted revenues to 4 billion euros ($4.81 billion)
from 18 billion in 2019.
Mitsotakis said Israel's rapid vaccine campaign meant Monday's agreement
could point the way for similar accords with other countries later, allowing
tourists to visit without additional restrictions.
"I expect what we will be doing with Israel to be a trial run for what we can do
with other countries," he said, adding that suppression of COVID-19 in the
months ahead to release considerable pent-up demand for travel.
Mitsotakis has forecast a strong rebound in tourism this summer, saying
vaccination drives in markets including Israel will allow tourists to return
despite current industry gloom.
The 27-nation EU continues to debate whether certificates should be
required for cross-border travel. Critics say such certificates could be
discriminatory and it remains unclear how effective vaccinations will be in
halting transmission.

of Yugoslavia, but the region is a training ground for the country to
strengthen its diplomatic skills and become a worldwide peace broker.
Last September, then-U.S. president Donald Trump recognized Israel as
being crucial to the agreements on economic normalization between Kosovo
and Serbia, as each signed parallel documents with the US.
“Israel was able to provide something to make that deal happen,” says Dr.
Yonatan Freeman, an international relations expert at the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem. “That shows the growing diplomatic power Israel has.”
“Kosovo also shows that Israel can serve as a mediator when it comes to
conflicts that may be unrelated to it,” he says.
Now that Israel has acknowledged Kosovo’s independence, Jerusalem has
diplomatic ties with all of the Balkan countries and is generally on good terms
with the powers in the region.
“Our closest ally is no doubt Serbia, but we also have very close and good
relations both with Macedonia and Albania. We also very close relations with
Montenegro,” says Ambassador Dan Orian, head of the Balkans department
at Israel’s Foreign Ministry and nonresident ambassador to North Macedonia.
Orian describes Israel’s relationship with Bosnia and Herzegovina as
“correct,” which means “good, but less warm” due to the powerful influence of
the ethnic minority Bosniaks, who tend to be less pro-Israel and more
influenced by Turkey and Iran.
Israel’s recognition of the Republic of Kosovo is a major accomplishment for
the latter, which declared itself a state 13 years ago.
“Israeli recognition is a very important step for Kosovo,” says Dr. Faruk Ajeti,
a research fellow at the Austrian Institute for International Affairs who
focuses on the Balkans.
“For two years, no new countries have recognized Kosovo, and Israel’s move
might spur recognitions from new countries.”
Greg Delawie, a former U.S. ambassador to Kosovo, also thinks other
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“I think Israel’s recognition of Kosovo should help encourage other states
who have not recognized Kosovo to follow Israel’s lead, which I think would
be terrific,” he says.
Freeman says Israel’s decision to acknowledge Kosovo as a country is also
significant because it has long looked up to the Middle Eastern country.
“Kosovo sees Israel as a model for how you build a country after war, after
lots of losses … how we can get to a strong country,” he says.
“They also had their own challenges with refugees of their own with the
ethnic Albanians,” he added.
Kosovo is an almost entirely Muslim nation composed primarily of ethnic
Albanians. Serbia considers Kosovo an important part of its country, since it
contains religiously significant locations for the Serbs.
Orian acknowledges that recognizing Kosovo might hurt Israel’s relationship
with Belgrade in the short term.
“No doubt that Serbia is far from happy about it. Kosovo is, as they say, ‘their
Jerusalem,’” he says.
“But they have many friends that recognized Kosovo, from us [Israel] to
France and Germany and many others. Yes, it will for a while be harder since
Serbia is very close to us.”
“We hope that they will fulfill the commitments they made in Washington.
They knew that it is part of the deal,” Orian adds, referring to, among other
things, Serbia’s promised embassy move to Jerusalem.
IDF COMPLETES 'LIGHTNING STORM' EXERCISE IN THE NORTH (JPost
2/10/21)
After the IDF Intelligence hinted about the readiness of Hezbollah to a limited
confrontation with Israel, the army completed the “Lightning Storm” exercise
on Wednesday, which trained the cooperation between different units near
the Lebanese border.
The IDF said that “part of the exercise featured the application of the lessons
learned from the recent operational events on the Lebanese border; the
battle procedures and operational plans were sharpened against the
backdrop of possible escalation; and the cooperation between intelligence
collection, air support, intelligence and fire systems was practiced.”
The exercise also included the operation of the IDF’s unified target attack
system – the “Circle of Fire.”
Troops from the Northern Command took part in the exercise, along with
other forces from the Air Force and Navy, the Computer Service and Cyber
Defense Directorate, the Intelligence Directorate, and the Israel Police.
IDF Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. Aviv Kochavi, visited the exercise on Wednesday
and examined the readiness of the forces on the ground for defense and
attack scenarios, including sudden operational events on the border,
accumulation of forces, rapid use of fire, and the defense of northern towns.
Brig.-Gen. Shlomi Binder, OC of the 91st Division, said that “the exercise we
conducted improved our preparedness against Hezbollah.
“We raised the competence of our forces and commanders for wartime; we
learned and improved, understanding the necessity of taking swift offensive
action and utilizing creativity on the battlefield. The Northern Command and
the 91st Division will continue to operate as necessary to provide security for
the residents of the north,” Binder said.
CORONAVIRUS CZAR: NO PURIM CELEBRATIONS THIS YEAR (Arutz-7
2/10/21)
Coronavirus Czar Prof. Nachman Ash addressed the restrictions Israelis can
expect to see over the upcoming Purim and Passover holidays.
"There will be no carnival celebrations on Purim. Hopefully we can sit with
the family on Pesach, but even then it will not be free," Ash said in an
interview with Kan news.
Ash also referred to the partial opening of the education system tomorrow
and noted that a return to full activity by the schools is not in sight.
"Education Minister Galant's statement that studies will not resume in full until
the middle of next year did not rely on the Ministry of Health's forecast, but
we must be prepared for the long term," he said.
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The Health Ministry reported Wednesday evening that the trend of decline
in the rate of verified coronavirus cases is continuing. 3,735 people have
been diagnosed with coronavirus since midnight, and of the approximately
50,000 tests performed, 7.6% came back with a positive result.
The death toll stands at 5,244 people, six of whom passed away today. Since
the beginning of the week, 119 coronavirus patients have died.
Almost a quarter of Israelis have received the first dose of vaccine and close
to 15% are waiting for the second dose. About 34,000 received the first
vaccine dose today, and about 46,000 received the second dose. Data from
the Health Ministry also show that 81% of Israelis aged 90 and over received
two doses of vaccine, as did 80% of Israelis in their 80s, 87.3% among those
aged 70 to 79, 69.5% among those aged 60 to 69 and 51.8% among those
aged 50 to 59.
1 IN 73 HAREDI ORTHODOX ISRAELIS OVER AGE 65 HAS DIED OF
COVID – REPORT (JPost 2/11/21)
One in 73 haredi Orthodox Jews in Israel over the age of 65 has died of
COVID in the past year — more than four times the number in the same
cohort of the general population — according to a new report.
The report by Shomrim, an Israeli investigative journalism nonprofit
organization, found that 1.3% of haredim over 65 had died of COVID,
compared to 0.27%, or 1 in 373, in that group of the general population.
The numbers reported by the nonprofit are slightly higher than those of the
Israeli Ministry of Health, which found that 1.2% of the haredi population over
65 had died of COVID. In December, the Israel Hayom newspaper reported
that 1 in 132 haredim over 65 had died of COVID based on data from the
Health Ministry.
Shomrim attributed the disparity to the ministry’s decision not to count deaths
in cities with mixed populations of haredim and nonharedim toward the
haredi total, which Shomrim did.
Shomrim also cited a study by Eran Segal of the Weizmann Institute of
Science finding that 1 in 100 haredi Orthodox Israelis over 65 died of COVID,
compared to 1 in 350 in the general Jewish population.
Regardless of the disparity between the numbers used by Shomrim and the
Health Ministry, the death rate among Israel’s haredi Jews makes clear the
degree to which the community has been impacted by the coronavirus, even
as large parts of the community continue to go about their lives as usual and
refuse to wear masks or socially distance.
The deaths of the community’s elders has apparently not changed that
behavior. After two major haredi leaders died of COVID within hours of each
other in Jerusalem earlier this month, thousands still attended their crowded
funerals, with few wearing masks.
ISRAEL PLANS 'GREEN PASS' TO LEISURE FOR COVID-IMMUNE ON
FEB. 23 (YNet 2/10/21)
Israel plans to open up some hotels, gyms and other leisure facilities in two
weeks to those documented as being immune to COVID-19, Health Minister
Yuli Edelstein said Wednesday, in a possible harbinger of a wider
emergence from the pandemic.
Having administered Pfizer Inc vaccines to almost 40% of its 9 million
population, Israel saw first signs of managing to outpace highly contagious
virus variants, he added.
Israel has said it would issue an official app allowing users to link up to their
Health Ministry files and show if they have been vaccinated against or
recovered from COVID-19, with presumed immunity, in order to gain entry to
leisure facilities.
Those to whom neither applies would be able to get a COVID-19 test and, if
the result is negative, display it on the app for up to 72 hours of similar
access, officials have said.
Initially dubbed "Green Passport," the system has been renamed "Green
Pass" in an apparent bid to head off speculation that it would also enable
unfettered travel abroad.
"The estimated [implementation] date is the 23rd of the month," Edelstein told

Ynet.
"We are talking about gyms, hotels, places like that, where using the Green
Pass would be both appropriate and practicable," he said.
"Today - finally, finally - there is an encouraging sign, a small reduction in
morbidity," he said. "If this vector continues, we will meet all of our
commitments."
After launching the vaccination drive and Israel's third national lockdown in
December, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu predicted the economy could
begin reopening this month. He is up for reelection on March 23.
Israel has logged 706,000 COVID-19 cases and 5,233 deaths. The Health
Ministry gave a 5.9% infection rate on Wednesday, Israel's lowest in a
month.
The "R" reproductive rate was at 0.93, having fallen steadily from the 1
threshold this week.
Edelstein also said Wednesday that Israel is considering whether to legally
compel members of the teaching profession to have the vaccine.
"No one has the right to endanger the children of Israel," Edelstein told
reporters.
RIVLIN VISITS IDF SNOW MOUNTAIN PATROL ALPINIST UNIT ON
MOUNT HERMON (JPost 2/11/21)
President Reuven Rivlin visited the Mount Hermon military base and met with
the soldiers of the IDF's Alpinist unit on Wednesday.
The president was briefed on the snowy sector and spoke with OC Northern
Command Maj.-Gen. Amir Baram and commander of the Alpinist unit Lt.-Col.
(res.) Menachem Folk to be updated on the operational challenges across
the command.
“We Jerusalemites wait all year for white flakes. For us, snow is something
out of the ordinary, an excuse to party. But for you, it’s work,” said the
president.
Rivlin made his way up the mountain to the alpinists' hut by Snow Cat to
speak to the unit soldiers and offer a few words of encouragement, as well as
his thanks.
“The peaks of the Hermon are not snowy all year round, but the threats we
face are a constant presence," Rivlin said. "We must be ready for any
scenario and to protect our borders whatever the weather."
"We cannot leave any point vulnerable, in any circumstance. During our
history we have been surprised more than once," he continued. "The right
way to do things is to be ready for anything, not to say 'it'll be okay,' but to
predict any surprise and to make sure Israelis are safe.
"You, 'the Mountain Patrol,' an elite reserve unit, are responsible for a
sensitive point, the triple border with Lebanon and Syria. You ensure the
security of the Hermon when it is covered in snow," Rivlin concluded.
The alpine soldiers are reservists in the IDF. The president thanked their
dedication and the sacrifices their families make.
A JUICY STEAK, COMING RIGHT UP – FRESH OUT OF THE PRINTER
(Ha’aretz 2/10/21)
An Israeli company presented the world’s first lab-grown steak on Tuesday –
produced without harming animals and with a thickness similar to that of a
real steak.
The cultured steak, which even has muscle tissue and fat, was printed with a
3D printer. It was produced mainly from cells taken from animals that were
then grown in the lab. People who have tasted it say it tastes and smells like
real meat.
Until now, it was difficult for the cultivated meat industry to produce thick cuts
of meat, due to problems with its three-dimensional nature and to the
difficulty in creating the tissues that are required to connect with one another
in a solid and convincing way. The steak made public on Tuesday was
created by Aleph Farms in cooperation with Prof. Shulamit Levenberg of the
Biomedical Engineering Department at the Technion-Israel Institute of
Technology.
At its initial stage of production, cells from animals were cultured in
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bioreactors – stainless steel containers with a solution that nourishes the
cells. Then the cells were transferred to a 3D printer that printed them
together with a three-dimensional base made of vegetable protein. The
substrate enables the production of the three-dimensional structure of the
steak.
It envelops the animal cells and encourages them to coalesce and create the
entire texture. It also includes a network of cavities that mimic blood vessels.
They permit the absorption of nutrients and create the product’s familiar
structure.
The company says that it expects to bring its first product to market – thin
cuts of meat 3 to 5 millimeters thick – by the end of 2022. Initially it will only
be sold to restaurants, but the plan is to make it available later at
supermarkets as well. In a number of years, the company said, it expects to
be able to sell real steaks that are at least 10 millimeters (nearly half an inch)
thick, based on the technology presented Tuesday.
“This is an important milestone in the technological development and in our
goal to create differences among cuts of cultivated meat,” Levenberg said.
“This accomplishment was made possible by overcoming the technological
hurdles that had held us back. When we look at the future of 3D bioprinting,
there’s no limit to the possibilities.”
According to Aleph Farms’ founder and CEO Didier Toubia, the company is
close to offering meat that has “a nutritional profile similar to or even better
than that of regular meat.”
There is a global race on to produce cultivated meat. The primary motivation
is the desire by both consumers and governments to reduce the
environmental footprint of the meat industry and to produce meat that doesn’t
inflict suffering upon animals.
The meat industry is considered one of the most polluting in the world.
According to estimates, it consumes 8 percent of the world’s available water
and 33 percent of the farmland and emits between 15 and 18 percent of the
world’s greenhouse gases. Awareness of the harm caused by the meat
industry has increased in recent years, in part due to the growing problem
posed by burning Amazon forests for pastureland or to grow animal feed.
Two months ago, Singapore was the first country to permit the sale of
chicken cuts that contained lab-grown animal cells and plant protein. The
hybrid products, as they are called, which use animal cells as a kind of
additive to a product that is mostly made of plant material, should be the first
cultured meat to reach supermarket shelves in the near future, according to
industry sources.
The next technological challenge the industry faces will be to produce
products made entirely or almost entirely from plant cells, but they do not yet
have a complex texture and are more like hamburger. The final stage of
development will be the cultivated steak that is made from tissue derived
from different types of cells – muscle and fat – and looks exactly like regular
steak.
There are now dozens of firms in the field. Israel has another company,
MeaTech, at the forefront of the technology.
The company is focusing on developing an industrial 3D printer that can
quickly print large quantities of cuts of meat – and later on cuts of chicken
and fish. MeaTech uses stem cells that are separated in a laboratory into fat
and muscle cells. The stem cells are taken from the umbilical cords of cows,
or in the case of chickens, from fertilized eggs.
The printer, the prototype for which is being built at the company’s offices in
Nes Tziona, is slated to create a steak from scratch without using plant
material. So far the company has managed to print thin slices of cultivated
carpaccio. In the future, the company hopes to be able to print thicker cuts
and also make industrial-scale production of the cuts possible on huge
printers.
“We are positioning cells at high resolution with the help of a printer. That
permits us to adapt the cells and the structure that holds everything together
from scratch and allows us to build very complex things,” said MeaTech’s
CEO, Sharon Fima. The company recently acquired a Belgian company
called Peace of Meat, for 15 million euros ($18 million). It specializes in

producing chicken-based hybrid products.
ISRAELI MUSICIAN WINS EUROPEAN DIVISION OF INTERNATIONAL
JAZZ COMPETITION (Israel Hayom 2/9/21)
The fourth annual edition of the highly-acclaimed LetterOne "Rising Star"
Jazz Award announced its winners over the weekend, naming trumpet player
Itamar Borochov winner of the European Award.
Some 725 up-and-coming artists took part in this year's competition. The
prestigious award offered the winners the unprecedented opportunity to
appear at popular Jazz festivals throughout Europe and North America, with
all expenses covered – a monetary value in excess of $85,000, making the
prize one of the most valuable Jazz awards in the world.
Borochov, 37, started playing trumpet at age 11. Immersed in jazz and the
work of pioneering trumpet players such as Miles Davis and Louis Armstrong,
he says he was influenced by Middle Eastern and North African music which
he heard at his local synagogue. He studied jazz in New York, where he
quickly established himself on the local scene. Once back in Europe, he
released several albums, presenting a careful balance between technical
playing and storytelling, all the while staying true to his roots and musical
upbringing.
KUWAITI SINGER ANNOUNCES SHE PLANS TO CONVERT TO
JUDAISM (Israel Hayom 2/10/21)
Kuwaiti singer and actress Ibtisam Hamid, known by her stage name Basma
al-Kuwaiti, sent shockwaves through the Arab world when she announced
Wednesday her intention to renounce Islam and convert to Judaism.
In a video she posted on Twitter, Hamid said that her decision stemmed from
the fact that Islam violates women's rights and does not treat them with
dignity.
The singer also spoke out against the ruling family of Kuwait, saying "I want
to declare my opposition to the Al Sabah family, who reject normalization
with Israel, stands against religious freedom in the country and against
freedom of speech."
The media immediately deemed her words as "heresy." Some, however,
found justifications for her words.
"This is a sad day for Islam, and it is not her fault," one person commented.
"When one does know true Islam, but judges it based on the behavior of
some Muslims, it is easy to reject it and leave it. May Allah help people see
the true Islam," another follower wrote.
Hamid's announcement comes less than a month after Kuwaiti presenter
Mohammad Al-Momen announced that he would be leaving Islam and
converting to Christianity, also drawing criticism, even death threats, from the
public.
ISRAEL NOT THE REASON BIDEN HASN'T CALLED NETANYAHU.
WHAT IS? (Herb Keinon, JPost 2/10/21)
It’s the election, stupid.
All those wondering why US President Joe Biden has still not called Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu more than three weeks after being sworn into
office would do well to take a look at the Facebook page of Yesh Atid
chairman Yair Lapid.
There, as the page’s banner photo, is a picture of a smiling Lapid in a light,
chummy moment with Biden in what appears to be Biden’s office. The picture
is somewhat fuzzy, and it is not clear when it was taken or what position
Biden occupied at the time. But the message is clear: Lapid knows Biden,
and they get along just swimmingly.
Why hasn’t Biden called Netanyahu yet? Likely because he does not want to
give Netanyahu anything similar to put on his Facebook page, or to use in
the upcoming campaign.
In the 15 days prior to the April 2019 election, the first in this dizzying dance
of one election after another, Netanyahu pulled off an astounding trifecta:
meetings with US President Donald Trump in Washington, Brazil’s President
Jair Bolsonaro in Jerusalem, and Russian President Vladimir Putin in
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Moscow. And the message Trump, Bolsonaro and Putin all sent with those
meetings was clear: “We like Netanyahu, we want Netanyahu.”
That is a message Netanyahu campaigned on in that election, as well as in
the two that quickly followed. As the prime minister’s campaign slogan put it
for the September 2019 election: “Netanyahu, in a different league.”
This time Biden isn’t playing ball. The new US president will not do anything
now that could be interpreted as interfering in the election, or that could be
used by Netanyahu to boost his campaign.
The Biden-Netanyahu non-call, which has spawned much media speculation
and been the subject of queries at a White House news conference and in
interviews with top administration officials, is not – as some would argue –
about Israel.
It is not a sign that the relationship between Israel and the US is no longer
“special.” It is not a sign of Washington’s anger at Israel, or trying to take it
down a notch, or recalibrating the relationship.
If it were about Israel, then Secretary of State Antony Blinken would not have
already talked to Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi not once, but twice;
National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan’s third call in office would not have
been to his Israeli counterpart, Meir Ben-Shabbat; and Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin would not have already spoken with Defense Minister Benny
Gantz.
No, all those calls show that Biden’s failure to phone yet is not about Israel.
It’s about Netanyahu and the upcoming election, with Biden not wanting to do
anything that might ease the prime minister’s path to victory.
And this should not really have taken anybody by surprise.
Netanyahu did manage to gingerly sidestep a trap former president Donald
Trump set for him in a video call just days before the US election in
November, when Trump asked whether “Sleepy Joe” – a reference to Biden
– could have ever brokered the normalization of ties between Israel and
Sudan. (Netanyahu’s diplomatic response: “Well, Mr. President, one thing I
can tell you is, we appreciate the help for peace from anyone in America.”)
But the prime minister did praise Trump on numerous occasions – including
in the months leading up to the American balloting – as the best US
president for Israel in history.
Israeli and US politicians have a practiced record of making clear whom they
prefer in the other country’s elections: ambassador to the US Yitzhak Rabin
clearly preferred Richard Nixon over George McGovern in 1972; Bill Clinton
made no bones he wanted Shimon Peres over Netanyahu in 1996;
Netanyahu longed for Mitt Romney in 2012; and Barack Obama’s distaste for
Netanyahu was widely known before the election here in 2015. This type of
interference has long been a feature of US-Israel relations, and the only thing
that has changed is how blatant that intervention becomes.
Biden’s people might argue that by not calling Netanyahu now, the new
president is merely trying to stay out of Israel’s campaign. But the lack of a
call has itself become a form of intervention, though no worse than
Netanyahu’s favorable comments about Trump during the US campaign.
Additional evidence that the current non-call is not about Israel but, rather,
about Netanyahu and the campaign is that Biden spoke with Netanyahu on
November 20, just two weeks after he beat Trump.
Biden had no problem talking to Netanyahu then because that was a month
before the Israeli government fell and a new election was called. There was
no fear of the call being used in the prime minister’s election campaign,
because at that time there was no election campaign. But that is not the case
now, something which goes a long way toward explaining why such a call
has not yet taken place.
If a call does come before the March 23 election – and it might, because the
president may want to talk to some Mideast leaders over the next six weeks,
and will have a tough time doing so without also talking to Netanyahu – it will
likely be perfunctory, in order to prevent the Netanyahu camp from making
political hay out of it.
Biden, it seems, can live with a picture of himself in the banner photo on
Lapid’s Facebook page. Chances are that seeing himself somehow used in
Netanyahu’s campaign would thrill him much less.

Mishpatim 5781

Don’t Judge a Book by Its Cover
Presented by Rabbi Zacharia Schwartz, Kollel Adjunct
From our archives
In Parshas Mishpatim we are taught many of the laws that govern everyday life, such as how to handle
disputes over damaged property and how much a convicted thief needs to pay his victim. The Maharal
questions why G-d found it necessary to include such mundane matters in a book as holy and spiritual as
the Torah? He answers that the Torah is actually following the model of another lofty creation – the human
being. Just as the spiritual soul of a human being is cloaked in a physical body, so too the Torah’s spiritual
core is contained within an outer, more worldly-oriented shell.
The maxim “don’t judge a book by its cover” is appropriate here. Infinite depth lies beneath the surface of
even the most seemingly mundane sections of the Torah. Likewise, infinite potential for holiness and
spirituality rests with each human being and apparently ordinary acts can have profound spiritual
implications. Let us always remember that greatness and holiness is contained within each one of us and
let us always look to the Torah as our guide to bring forth our inner potential.

Wishing you a Good Shabbos!

To sponsor an issue of Shabbos Delights please contact info@gwckollel.org.

Parsha Riddle

Point to Ponder
His master shall pierce his ear. (21, 6)
Rabban Yochonon ben Zakkai taught, “The ear that
heard on Har Sinai the command not to steal and
stole, should be pierced.” (Kiddushin 22b)
The command in the Ten Commandments (20, 13)
of ‘Do not to steal’ refers to kidnapping (Rashi).
Since the thief did not kidnap a person, why would
the transgression of this prohibition warrant the
piercing of his ear?

In parashas Mishpatim (21:19), the Torah directs that an assailant who injures his
victim “shall provide for healing.” The Talmud (Bava Kama 85a) derives from this
that “permission is granted to a doctor to heal.” It is a great mitzvah to preserve
life, so why is permission necessary?
•
Rashi and Ramban (Toras Haadam, Shaar Hasakanah) explain that were it not
for this verse, medical intervention would have been considered
presumptuous: “Hashem smites, and he heals?!”
•
Alternatively, Ramban suggests that a physician might feel that the principle
of primum non nocere (“first, do no harm”) ties his hands: “Perhaps I shall err,
and thus inadvertently kill.” The Torah therefore authorizes the practice of
medicine by qualified physicians.
•
R. Yaakov of Orléans explains that the Torah’s authorization is necessary
precisely because the practice of medicine is a mitzvah: the Torah is
authorizing a physician to charge for his services, despite the general rule
that it is prohibited to charge for the performance of a mitzvah. (Tosafos
Harosh Berachos 60a. Rosh himself prefers an explanation similar to that of
Rashi.)
The view of R. Yaakov of Orléans that a physician is permitted to charge for his
services is not normative. Ramban (ibid.) rules that a physician may not charge for
his services, but only for opportunity cost: if he was compelled to forego other
remunerative activity in order to treat a patient, he may charge the patient the
amount that he would otherwise have received. Later authorities universally accept
this position of Ramban (Shulchan Aruch YD 336:2).
Why, then, do even observant physicians charge for their services? Various
authorities explain that one who devotes himself to a career involving the
performance of a mitzvah is permitted to charge for his services, either under a
broad understanding of opportunity cost, since had he not chosen the career that
he did, he would “undoubtedly” have engaged in some means of earning a living
(Urim Vetumim siman 9 Urim 9, regarding judges), or because of the pragmatic
argument that such an individual must be allowed to charge for his services, “since
it is impossible that he should die of hunger” (Tosafos Bechoros 29a s.v. Mah Ani
(regarding teachers of Torah); Nishmas Avraham YD p. 439 (regarding physicians),
and cf. Shut. Igros Moshe YD 4:52).

How does Shabbos affect the laws of
damages?
Please see next week’s issue for the answer.

Last week’s riddle:
Which letters on the Luchos stood miraculously, and in which words do
they appear?
Answer: Mem Sofis and Samach. Mem Sofis appears 22 times and
Samach appears in the words  פֶ סֶ לand חֶ סֶ ד

Who Am I?
#1 WHO AM I ?
1. I was before.
2. I appear after.
3. I’m mouth first.
4. I am a secret.

#2 WHO AM I ?
1. We cause freedom.
2. We are more than one.
3. Can you see me?
4. Don’t bite.

Last Week’s Answers
#1 Mem Sofis in the Luchos (We were in the
middle, We are at the end, We stood by miracles,
Menatzpach.)
#2 Ten (I am for a minyan, I was tests, I am
“devarim,” I am sefiros.)
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