
The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by Florence & Larry Radkowsky to commemorate 
the Yahrzeit of their mothers, Bessie Radkowsky, Basya bas Shalom Dov, Z”L,  

and Esther Kramer, Esther bas Asher Yehuda, Z”L.  

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
December 4 - 5, 2020 - 19 Kislev 5781 - Parshas Vayishlach 

Light Candles by 4:27 - Havdalah 5:30 
 
      

      
 

 

 
  
 

Weekday Shiurim
Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list 

and updated times, go to: 
 https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed 
by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Sunday through Friday 
8:30 AM - Zoom A. 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed 
by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:30 
PM - Zoom A. 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual 
self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A. 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, 
Zoom A. 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now studying 
Sefer Yehoshua,Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A. 

 GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men and 
Women - Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM 
 Unraveling the Navi with Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Zoom B. 

 Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays 
at 10:00 AM, Zoom F. 

 Rabbi Yonatan Zakem’s Shiur for men & women, Pearls of 
Prayer, exploring the depth and meaning of our daily prayers. 
Sunday evenings, will resume on Chanukah. 

 GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 
8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (except as noted). For more info. contact 
Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361. 
 For Men & Women - Zoom C (except as noted): 
 Mondays: (for men only) Rabbi H. Shaps, On the Same Page 

Gemara, Zoom B. 
 Tuesdays: Rabbi Winter - Torah Topics 
 Wednesdays: Rabbi Grossman - Reading Responsa 
 Thursdays: Rabbi Grossman - Parshas Hashavua, 9:00 PM 

 For Women - Zoom D: 
 Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Parsha Journeys 
 Tuesdays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Bereishis in-Depth 

 Semichat Chaver Program, Tuesdays at 9:00 PM with Rabbi 
Hillel Shaps. For more information, please contact Rabbi Hillel 
Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org 

 The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s 
Shiur on Daily Halachos for men & women, Tuesdays 9:15 
AM, Zoom E. 

 Rabbi Yitzchak Scher's Shiur for Men and Women, 
Tuesdays, 1:30 PM, “A Second Look-Stories in the Torah 
from a Deeper Perspective”, Zoom H. 

 Rabbi Moshe Arzouan's Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, 
learning Maseches Gittin on Wednesday evenings, 8:00 PM, 
Zoom G. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting 
ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 349 754 2180, password GWCK 
Zoom C: ID: 746 455 2195, password GWCK 
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter 
Zoom E: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom F: ID: 978 8156 7874, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 
Zoom H: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079 

Shabbos Schedule 
Limited Minyanim are now taking place at YISE under Montgomery County’s 

Phase 2 guidelines. All Minyanim require advance registration and 
confirmation. If you are interested in attending Minyanim and have not 
already registered, please go to https://www.yise.org/minyan If you are 

registered for a Minyan and are unable to attend at that time, please do not go 
to a different Minyan. If you have any questions, please contact 

minyan@yise.org 

Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 4:27 
• Mincha: 4:35, 4:30 (Sephardi) 

If you Daven Kabbalos Shabbos prior to Shkia (4:45 PM), it is 
preferable to Daven Mincha prior to Plag (3:45 PM). 

Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:05, 9:00, 9:30, 8:30 (Sephardi) 
• Mincha: 2:00, 3:30, 3:50 (Sephardi) 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 5:30 
Begin to say Vesain Tal Umatar Livracha at Maariv on Motzei Shabbos. 

COVID-19 Updates 
 Outdoor Minyan - If you are interested in an outdoor Minyan without 

a tent, subject to weather conditions, please email Ari Elias-Bachrach at 
outdoor@yise.org 

 Advance registration for Minyanim is required and space is limited. Go 
to https://www.yise.org/minyan to register. If you have changes to your 
original registration form, please send an email to minyan@yise.org 
with details. 

 The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary. 
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return our 
lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we navigate 
this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals and as a 
community. 

Mazal Tov 
 Elise & Ken Saks on the occasion of their daughter Talia’s Bat 

Mitzvah. Mazal Tov to proud sister Mira and to honored grandparents 
Shelley & Steve Cohen and Bill & Ellen Saks. 

 Miri Walls on her recent marriage to Yoni Schick. 

YISE Youth Announcements 
Dor L’Dor - Motzei Shabbos, December 5, 7:00 PM. Parasha, pizza, 
prizes and more - but this year virtual! This Dor L’Dor is sponsored in 
honor of Talia Saks’ Bas Mitzvah with gratitude for her mom Elise’s 
hard work as outgoing chair of the shul's Youth Committee and her 
dad Ken’s hard work on the committee as well. Mazal Tov Talia! Next 
Dor L'Dor will be on December 19 -sign up at https://yise.org/dorldor 
If you have any questions or would like to sponsor, please contact 
Michael Shimoff at mshimoff@yise.org See flyer for details. 
You’ll Like it a Latke! - December 6, 12 Noon. Latke making in your 
own kitchen, together on Zoom A. See flyer for details. 
Youth Survey Pizza Raffle - YISE Youth is very happy to announce 
that Gil & Aliza Chlewicki are the winners of the YISE Youth Pizza 
Raffle! Thank you to all who signed up for the YISE Youth Database. 



Thank you to this past week’s Shiurim sponsors: 
Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tehillim/Parsha and Halacha Shiur 
 Jacqueline & Rabbi Haim Arzouan for the first Yahrzeit of Jacqueline Arzouan’s late brother, Moshe Lasry Ben David, Z”L, on the 17th of 

Kislev 
 Steve Kalin in honor of Rabbi Rosenbaum and a Refuah Shlema for Leah bas Risa. 
 Eva & Nissy Moskowitz for the Yahrzeit of Nissy’s father, Moshe ben Eliezer Nisan HaKohen, Z”L, whose Yahrzeit is the 16th of Kislev.  

 
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur 
 David Jaray for a Refuah Sheleima for Rabbi Hyatt and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend the Shiur. 

 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
 Dahlia & Hillel Weiss for the first Yahrzeit of Dahlia’s sister, Ahuva bas Meir Shalom, Z”L. 

 
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Erev Shabbos Parsha Drasha 
 Anonymous in honor of Michael, Sharon, Dovie and Eli Shimoff for their tireless work for Dor L’Dor. 
 Anonymous in honor of Steve, Matan and Edan Friedman for all their help on behalf of Shiva houses. 

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur 
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives 
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship 
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 
 
Our current limited ability to Daven with a Minyan and to say Kaddish is difficult and a challenge. However, sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah 
learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any 
other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not available. 
 
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):  
 Daily Morning (Sunday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur 
 Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur 
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Chumash Navi Shiur for Women 
 Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning 

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25. 
3. The Pre-Shabbos Drasha video is available for sponsorship at $54. 
 
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names 
(anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org - Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary 
date, Name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts based on the date of the event. 
 
 Simi & Sammy Franco wish Brett Kugler a very Happy Birthday! 

   

YISE Programs and Listings 
Kristallnacht Program - Video Presentation: “Children Saved from the Nazis; The Story of Sir Nicholas Winton.” and Post-Video Discussion with 
Rabbi Rosenbaum and Rabbi Weinberg, “The Impact of Our Actions in the Face of Challenges” are now available online at: 
https://wp.yise.org/kristallnacht-commemoration/ 
Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class - now on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee: Rabbi Koss 
will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, December 7, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more information, contact Miriam 
Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com  
Family Trivia Night - Fun for all ages! Sunday, December 13, 8:00 PM. Register at www.yise.org/trivia to play and to choose a Chanukah appetizer 
platter to enjoy while you play for first, second and third prizes! See flyer for details. 
Shomrai Preschool Director - The YISE Preschool has hired a dynamic educator, the highly-regarded Director of Camp Shomrai, Sarah Dollman, to 
guide the education of the next generation of Preschool children. Sarah successfully piloted camp this past summer through the COVID crisis. She 
will now also be leading our Preschool! Plans are well underway for restarting the YISE Preschool for 2 - 5 year-olds, beginning this coming 
September. Stay tuned for further updates, including registration information and news about our revamped and re-invigorated program. 
Go Social! Want to reconnect with shul friends you lost touch with these past COVID-19 months? We’re missing our Shul buddies as well! 
YISE’s Social Committee wants your energy to help lead new (Zoom interactive, of course) programs. Sahra Ginsburg sahra@ginsburg.cc Sharon 
Shimoff sharonshimoff@gmail.com and Max Rudmann max.rudmann1@gmail.com are waiting to hear from you. Our first event is the Family 
Trivia Night on December 13. See flyer for details. 



   

The Week Ahead Sunday 
December 6 

Monday 
December 7 

Tuesday 
December 8 

Wednesday 
December 9 

Thursday 
December 10 

Friday, December 11
Chanukah 

Limited Minyanim will take place at YISE next week, advance registration and confirmation required. You are encouraged to Daven at home 
at the same time as a Minyan at YISE. Shacharis: Sunday 6:30 AM/7:30 AM/8:45 AM; 

Monday through Thursday 6:30 AM/7:00 AM/8:45 AM; Friday 6:15 AM/7:00 AM/8:45 AM. Mincha/Maariv: Sunday - Thursday: 4:35 PM. 
Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:52 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:21 AM, Latest Netz: 7:19 AM, Latest Krias Shema: 9:36 AM, 

Earliest Mincha: 12:33 PM, Earliest Shkia: 4:45 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim: 5:31 PM 

Community Programs & Listings 
Rabbi Silver is being installed as the Mora D’asra of the Young Israel of Long Beach on Tuesday, December 15, Rosh Chodesh Teves, the 6th night of 
Chanukah, at 8:30 PM. Advance registration is required. To register and for more information, go to https://www.yilb.org   
Don’t Forget the Eruv! Help keep the Eruv up in the October 2020 - September 2021 operating year. Donations pay for weekly inspection and repairs, as 
well as for longer-term maintenance and improvements. The requested donation is $54 per household, but smaller and larger amounts are gratefully 
accepted. SSEA is a 501(c)(3) organization, and contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. To donate, use the SSEAÂ “Donate” 
button at https://wp.yise.org/community-resources/eruv-info or mail a check to SSEA and mail it to 707 Lamberton Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20902. 
Questions? Email SilverSpringEruv@gmail.com On behalf of the entire community, thank you! 
The Yad Yehuda Clothing Exchange will be open to all members of the community this Sunday, December 6, 10:00 AM - 12 Noon. This is your 
opportunity to shop, at no cost, for beautiful, modest clothing in our well-equipped showroom. Shoppers must be in good health, not have been in contact 
with someone who tested positive for Covid, wear masks and maintain social distancing. As we cannot accommodate walk-ins at this time, please schedule 
an appointment at https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fhBnGaaLIgwaEUT4rDFUwdVKGz1_U9CeOYD-f_A10iY/edit For questions or to schedule 
an appointment on another day: ncarmel@yadyehuda.org  
Together While Apart: Caring and Compassion During a Pandemic - Sunday, December 6, 11:00 AM on Zoom with Bikur Cholim of Greater 
Washington. Presented by Dvora Entin, LCSW, PMH-C. Sponsored by David and Naomi Balto. For more information, call 202-331-4481 or email 
asiegel@bikurcholimgw.org Register online at: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkcuurrjIrG9KS4IGthQ1ciiiC5ZQ9htbw 
Still Waters Run Deep: A Dive into the Meaning and Challenges of Mikvah - with dynamic speaker Mrs. Debbie Greenblatt, Tuesday, December 8, 
8:30 PM on Zoom. Join the women of the Greater Washington area for a moving and educational evening, sponsored by the Robin Niman Mikvah 
Education Fund, established in memory of Robin Niman, A”H, and by My Gift of Mikvah. Zoom Meeting ID: 815 3320 5951. Passcode: 131785, direct 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81533205951?pwd=Rnd6T0xHYVJwOXF0Zmk3dElBdnZRZz09 Call in number: 301-715-8592. 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, December 9, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at vppr@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
Chanukah Sparks of Inspiration - Short videos for each day of Chanukah from the Vaad Harabanim of Greater Washington. See flyer for details. 
Chaiyanu Chanukah Fundraiser - In honor of Chanukah, I decided to create a fundraiser giving 15 doughnuts for every $15 donated through the link 
below. All profits will be donated to this incredible organization helping support kids suffering from cancer and their families. Additionally, all the 
doughnuts you sponsor will be delivered to sick patients spending the holidays in the hospital and other treatments! Please consider donating and sharing 
the link with friends and family! Emanuelle Hutman (Berman 2020) https://teamlifelineisrael.rallybound.org/Emanuelle  
Penetrating Thoughts and Practical Perspectives - Thoughts on life, Torah and Middos. Based on Michtav M’Eliyahu, from Rav Eliyahu Dessler, Z”L. 
Mondays, 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, with Rabbi Yitzchak Scher. Zoom - Meeting ID: 736 4190 7086, Passcode: torah. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392. 
Journey to Virtue: Self-Development through Jewish Study - Wednesdays, 8:00 PM on Zoom. Discover the great wisdom of the Jewish 
tradition to help you reach your full potential, enhance your relationships, and live life with greater meaning! Presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps. The 
journey continues. Join any time! No cost. Zoom info and registration at linksgw.org/classes  
Remote Night Shiurim from YGW - Sunday 8:30 PM - 9:15 PM, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate; Monday/Wednesday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi 
Ahron Lopiansky; Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold. Register at 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/1715843153121/WN_n6jNGqUpTpCN6ikCabUutA  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone interested may 
email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Kemp Mill Village is providing friendly phone calls and limited deliveries during the pandemic. Call 1-833-KMV-20902 to request service or to 
volunteer. See kempmillvillage.org for more information. 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, December 9 at 12:00 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org 

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  E-Mail: office@yise.org Website: www.yise.org 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                               Yale Ginsburg - President 
 Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
December 11 - 12, 2020 - 26 Kislev 5781 

Parshas Vayeishev/Chanukah/ 
Mevorchim Hachodesh 

Light Candles: 4:27 
Havdalah: 5:31 

YISE Programs and Listings (continued) 
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical crises. We 
are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., contact: 
Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
The Rachel Bassan Horwitz Fund is used for medical needs in our area, elsewhere in the US, and in Israel. In order to continue this much-
needed medical fund, your financial help is needed! Tax deductible contributions may be made payable to: YISE Charity SPECIAL Fund, c/o 
Norma Burdett, 11720 Lovejoy St., Silver Spring, MD 20902. Earmark: Bassan Fund. For more info: Norma Burdett, 301-593-5964 or Pearl 
Bassan, 301-649-3137. 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org 



DOR L’DOR
Delicious Pizza - delivered to homes within Kemp
Mill for children ages Pre-K - 6th grade
Interac ve online discussions
Raffle of exci ng prizes

55781 Motzei Shabbos Times: 
November 7 — 7:00 pm 

November 14 — 7:00 pm 
December 5 — 7:00 pm 

December 19 — 7:00 pm 
January 9 — 7:15 pm 

January 30 — 7:30 pm 
February 6 — 7:30 pm 

February 20 — 7:45 pm 
   March 6 — 8:00pm 

To sponsor this program, please 
contact Michael Shimoff at 

mshimoff@yise.org 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah Presents

Family Chevrusah-Style Learning - The Same Usual Motzei 
Shabbos Fun, but This Year Virtual! 

Register your family at 
https://yise.org/dorldor 

Must register your children prior to 
each event by that Friday at 10am 



Information
Who: All Ages (younger 
children will need parental 
guidance)
What: Latke Making
Where: Your Kitchen
Zoom.us
Personal Meeting ID: 
416 963 9000 
Passcode:
492019
When: December, 6th, 2020 
@ 12:00pm

Ingredients
2 cups peeled and 
shredded potatoes
1 tablespoon grated 
onion
3 eggs, beaten
2 tablespoons all-
purpose flour
1 ½ teaspoons salt
½ cup canola oil for frying







YISE presents 
FUN FOR ALL AGES! 
FAMILY TRIVIA 

NIGHT !!

Sunday December 13th at 
8pm – Virtually! 

Cost: $10 for individual 
  $12 for couple 
 $15 for family 

Register to play and to choose a Chanukah 
appetizer platter to enjoy while you play for 

first, second and third place prizes!      

www.yise.org/trivia 
Questions? Contact social@yise.org 

http://www.yise.org/trivia
mailto:social@yise.org


Covenant & Conversation: R Jonathan Sacks, z”l 
Be Thyself - I have often argued that the episode in 
which the Jewish people acquired its name – when 
Jacob wrestled with an unnamed adversary at night 
and received the name Israel – is essential to an 
understanding of what it is to be a Jew. I argue here 
that this episode is equally critical to understanding 
what it is to lead. 
 There are several theories as to the identity of “the 
man” who wrestled with the patriarch that night. The 
Torah calls him a man. The prophet Hosea called 
him an angel . The Sages said it was Samael, 
guardian angel of Esau and a force for evil. Jacob 
himself was certain it was God. “Jacob called the 
place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to 
face, and yet my life was spared”. 
  My suggestion is that we can only understand the 
passage by reviewing the entirety of Jacob’s life. 
Jacob was born holding on to Esau’s heel. He bought 
Esau’s birthright. He stole Esau’s blessing. When his 
blind father asked him who he was, he replied, “I am 
Esau, your firstborn.” Jacob was the child who 
wanted to be Esau. 
  Why? Because Esau was the elder. Because Esau 
was strong, physically mature, a hunter. Above all, 
Esau was his father’s favourite: “Isaac, who had a 
taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebecca loved 
Jacob”. Jacob is the paradigm of what the French 
literary theorist and anthropologist Rene Girard 
called mimetic desire, meaning, we want what 
someone else wants, because we want to be that 
someone else. The result is tension between Jacob 
and Esau. This tension rises to an unbearable 
intensity when Esau discovers that the blessing his 
father had reserved for him has been acquired by 
Jacob, and so Esau vows to kill his brother once 
Isaac is no longer alive. 
  Jacob flees to his uncle Laban’s home, where he 
encounters more conflict; he is on his way home 
when he hears that Esau is coming to meet him with 
a force of four hundred men. In an unusually strong 
description of emotion the Torah tells us that Jacob 
was “very frightened and distressed” – frightened, no 
doubt, that Esau was coming to kill him, and perhaps 
distressed that his brother’s animosity was not 
without cause. 
  Jacob had indeed wronged his brother, as we saw 
earlier. Isaac says to Esau, “Your brother came 
deceitfully and took your blessing.” Centuries later, 
the prophet Hosea says, “The Lord has a charge to 
bring against Judah; he will punish Jacob according 
to his ways and repay him according to his deeds. In 
the womb he grasped his brother’s heel; as a man he 
struggled with God.” Jeremiah uses the name Jacob 
to mean someone who practises deception: “Beware 
of your friends; do not trust anyone in your clan; for 
every one of them is a deceiver [akov Yaakov], and 
every friend a slanderer”. 
  As long as Jacob sought to be Esau there was 
tension, conflict, rivalry. Esau felt cheated; Jacob felt 
fear. That night, about to meet Esau again after an 
absence of twenty-two years, Jacob wrestles with 
himself; finally he throws off the image of Esau, the 
person he wants to be, which he has carried with him 
all these years. This is the critical moment in Jacob’s 
life. From now on, he is content to be himself. And it 
is only when we stop wanting to be someone else (in 
Shakespeare’s words, “desiring this man’s art, and 
that man’s scope, with what I most enjoy contented 

least”) that we can be at peace with ourselves and 
with the world. 
  This is one of the great challenges of leadership. It 
is all too easy for a leader to pursue popularity by 
being what people want him or her to be – a liberal 
to liberals, a conservative to conservatives, taking 
decisions that win temporary acclaim rather than 
flowing from principle and conviction. Presidential 
adviser David Gergen once wrote about Bill Clinton 
that he “isn’t exactly sure who he is yet and tries to 
define himself by how well others like him. That 
leads him into all sorts of contradictions, and the 
view by others that he seems a constant mixture of 
strengths and weaknesses.” 
  Leaders sometimes try to ‘hold the team together’ 
by saying different things to different people, but 
eventually these contradictions become clear – 
especially in the total transparency that modern 
media impose – and the result is that the leader 
appears to lack integrity. People will no longer trust 
their remarks. There is a loss of confidence and 
authority that may take a long time to restore. The 
leader may find that their position has become 
untenable and may be forced to resign. Few things 
make a leader more unpopular than the pursuit of 
popularity. 
  Great leaders have the courage to live with 
unpopularity. Abraham Lincoln was reviled and 
ridiculed during his lifetime. In 1864 the New York 
Times wrote of him: “He has been denounced 
without end as a perjurer, a usurper, a tyrant, a 
subverter of the Constitution, a destroyer of the 
liberties of his country, a reckless desperado, a 
heartless trifler over the last agonies of an expiring 
nation.” Winston Churchill, until he became Prime 
Minister during the Second World War, had been 
written off as a failure. And soon after the war 
ended, he was defeated in the 1945 General Election. 
He himself said that “Success is stumbling from 
failure to failure with no loss of enthusiasm.” When 
Margaret Thatcher died, some people celebrated in 
the streets. John F. Kennedy, Yitzchak Rabin and 
Martin Luther King were assassinated. 
  Jacob was not a leader; there was as yet no nation 
for him to lead. Yet the Torah goes to great lengths to 
give us an insight into his struggle for identity, 
because it was not his alone. Most of us have 
experienced this struggle. (The word avot used to 
describe Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, means not only 
“fathers, patriarchs” but also “archetypes”). It is not 
easy to overcome the desire to be someone else, to 
want what they have, to be what they are. Most of us 
have such feelings from time to time. Girard argues 
that this has been the main source of conflict 
throughout history. It can take a lifetime of wrestling 
before we know who we are and relinquish the 
desire to be who we are not. 
  More than anyone else in Genesis, Jacob is 
surrounded by conflict: not just between himself and 
Esau, but between himself and Laban, between 
Rachel and Leah, and between his sons, Joseph and 
his brothers. It is as if the Torah were telling us that 
so long as there is a conflict within us, there will be a 
conflict around us. We have to resolve the tension in 
ourselves before we can do so for others. We have to 
be at peace with ourself before we can be at peace 
with the world. 
  That is what happens in this week’s parsha. After 
his wrestling match with the stranger, Jacob 
undergoes a change of personality, a transformation. 

He gives back to Esau the blessing he took from 
him. The previous day he had given him back the 
material blessing by sending him hundreds of goats, 
ewes, rams, camels, cows, bulls and donkeys. Now 
he gives him back the blessing that said, “Be lord 
over your brothers, and may the sons of your mother 
bow down to you.” Jacob bows down seven times to 
Esau. He calls Esau “my lord”, and refers to himself 
as “your servant”. He actually uses the word 
“blessing”, though this fact is often obscured in 
translation. He says, “Please take my blessing that 
has been brought to you”. The result is that the two 
brothers meet and part in peace. 
  People conflict. They have different interests, 
passions, desires, temperaments. Even if they did 
not, they would still conflict, as every parent knows. 
Children – and not just children – seek attention, and 
one cannot attend to everyone equally all the time. 
Managing the conflicts that affect every human 
group is the work of the leader – and if the leader is 
not sure of and confident in their identity, the 
conflicts will persist. Even if the leader sees themself 
as a peacemaker, the conflicts will still endure. 
  The only answer is to “know thyself”. We must 
wrestle with ourselves, as Jacob did on that fateful 
night, throwing off the person we persistently 
compare ourselves to, accepting that some people 
will like us and what we stand for while others will 
not, understanding that it is better to seek the respect 
of some than the popularity of all. This may involve 
a lifetime of struggle, but the outcome is an immense 
strength. 
  No one is stronger than one who knows who and 
what they are. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
“So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir. And 
Jacob journeyed to Succot, and built himself a 
home…”  
What is Jewish continuity? How might it be 
attained? Jewish organizations have spent many 
years and millions of dollars in search of answers to 
these questions. And with good reason: how can we 
expect Jewish identity to exist in three generations 
without Jewish continuity now? I believe that an 
answer can be gleaned much more quickly—and 
inexpensively—through an examination of the lives 
of Jacob and Esau, where we will discover the secret 
to Jewish continuity. 
  Jacob finally returns to his ancestral home after an 
absence of twenty years. Understandably, Jacob is 
terrified of his brother’s potential reaction and so, in 
preparation, Jacob sends messengers ahead with 
exact instructions how to address Esau. Informed of 
the impending approach of Esau’s army of four 
hundred men, he divides his household into two 
camps, in order to be prepared for the worst. 
  But what actually happens defies Jacob’s 
expectations: Esau is overjoyed and thrilled to see 
him. The past is the past: “And Esau ran to meet 
[Yaakov], and embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him, and they wept”. 
The two sons of Isaac emotionally reunite in an 
embrace of peace, love and hope. The future of 
Jewish history was set to take a radical step in a new 
direction. Nevertheless, Jacob prefers a cool 
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reconciliation, delicately refusing Esau’s offer to 
travel together. Jacob feels the need to traverse a 
different path and, at his behest, the brothers separate 
once again. Jacob’s reticence to requite Esau’s 
warmth is striking. Why refuse his twin brother’s 
gracious offer? Jacob’s decision has important 
implications for our generation. 
  There are positive characteristics of Esau to be 
found in many Jews across the diaspora. Many are 
assertive, self-made people who weep when they 
meet a long-lost Jewish brother from Ethiopia or 
Russia. They have respect for their parents and 
grandparents, tending to their physical needs and 
even reciting the traditional mourner’s Kaddish. 
Financial support and solidarity missions to the State 
of Israel, combined with their vocal commitment to 
Jewry and Israel, reflect a highly developed sense of 
Abrahamic (Jewish) identity. Similarly, Esau feels 
Abrahamic identity with every fiber of his being. 
  But when it comes to commitment to Abrahamic 
(Jewish) continuity, the willingness to secure a 
Jewish future, many of our Jewish siblings are, like 
Esau, sadly found to be wanting. Undoubtedly, one 
of the most important factors in keeping us “a people 
apart”, and preventing total Jewish assimilation into 
the majority culture, has been our unique laws of 
kashrut. Like Esau, however, the overwhelming 
majority of diaspora Jewry has tragically sold its 
birthright for a cheeseburger. 
Esau’s name means fully-made, complete. He exists 
in the present tense. He has no commitment to past 
or future. He wants the freedom of the hunt and the 
ability to follow the scent wherever it takes him. He 
is emotional about his identity, but he is not willing 
to make sacrifices for its continuity. It is on the 
surface, as an external cloak that is only skin-deep. 
That is why it doesn’t take more than a skin-
covering for Jacob to enter his father’s tent and take 
on the character of Esau. Indeed, Esau is even called 
Edom, red, after the external color of the lentil soup 
for which he sold his birthright. 
  And what is true for a bowl of soup is true for his 
choice of wives, as he marries Hittite women, 
causing his parents to feel a “bitterness of spirit”. No 
wonder! The decision of many modern Jews to 
“marry out” has, according to the 2013 Pew 
Research Center report, reached an American 
average of 58%! The “bitterness of spirit” continues 
to be felt in many families throughout the diaspora. 
As the Pew report shows, those who marry out and 
continue to profess a strong Jewish identity are not 
able to commit to Jewish continuity. Perhaps Esau 
even mouthed the argument I’ve heard from those 
I’ve tried to dissuade from marrying out. “But she 
has a Jewish name!” “She even looks Jewish!” Esau 
may have said, “Her name is Yehudit!” [literally, a 
Jewess, from Judah]. “She has a wonderful 
fragrance!” [Basmat means perfume]. 
  On the other hand, Jacob’s name, Yaakov, is a 
future-tense verb. Jacob is constantly planning for 
the future, anticipating what he must do to 
perpetuate the birthright. Similarly, if we are to attain 
Jewish continuity, we must internalize two crucial 
lessons from the example of Jacob and Esau: 1) 
never sell one’s birthright for any price; and 2) 
guaranteeing a Jewish future means planning 
strategically with an eye towards the long-term, 
sacrificing short-term gains in order to demonstrate a 
commitment to continuing the legacy and lifestyle of 
Abraham and Sarah. 
The Person in the Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
Nameless - There is something special about 
meeting up with an old friend that one hasn’t seen in 
years. I recently had just such a special experience, 
when I spent a weekend in a community where a 
friend I hadn’t seen in ten years resides. 

  Of course, we spent much of the time catching up 
with each other’s lives. He showed me a book he had 
just written, the product of many years of research 
on his part. He gave me the book as a gift, and I 
opened it to find that it was dedicated to a rabbi who 
had passed away some years ago, who had made 
aliyah to Israel together with the famed alter, or old 
man, of Slobodka, Rabbi Nosson Tzvi Finkel, in the 
mid-1920s. 
  I asked him what his connection was to the old 
rabbi. He told me that this rabbi was one of those 
anonymous scholars who can be found only in 
Jerusalem. He was someone with no official 
position, who lived in poverty, but who would gladly 
teach any young yeshiva student who would ask for 
time with him. He was almost nameless, and, in the 
world’s eyes, was insignificant, although my friend 
attributes all of his considerable Talmudic erudition 
to him. In gratitude, he dedicated his book to this sad 
soul, who now has a “name.” 
  Reflecting upon this, I soon realized that I too had 
similar experiences, and that many people have 
influenced me who are, in a sense, nameless. I recall, 
for example, the rabbi, diminutive in stature but 
superlative in pedagogical skill, who was retained by 
my parents to teach me Talmud during summer 
vacations. I studied with him intensely in my early 
teens and then forgot about him until relatively 
recently, when I came to realize how much of my 
modest skill in Talmud I owe to him. 
  In this week’s Torah portion, Vayishlach, we 
encounter just such a person. She unobtrusively 
walked onto the stage of drama of the biblical 
patriarchs and matriarchs in the portion we read 
three weeks ago, Chayei Sarah. There we read 
(Genesis 24:59) “… And they sent away Rebecca 
their sister, and her nursemaid, and Abraham’s 
servant…” We learn of this nursemaid’s existence, 
but we are not told her name. Indeed, we do not hear 
of her at all again. 
  That is, not until this week’s Torah portion. This 
Shabbat, we will read (Genesis 35:8), “And 
Deborah, Rebecca’s nurse, died, and she was buried 
below Bethel under the oak; and the name of it was 
called the Oak of Weeping.” We learned that her 
name was Deborah and that Jacob and his family 
sorely grieved and mourned for her. 
  It is left to our imagination, and to the midrash and 
commentaries, to speculate about her activities and 
relationships during the many years from the time 
she escorted her mistress to the land of Canaan until 
her sad demise so many years later. 
  Our rabbis tell us that she was sent by Rebecca to 
bring Jacob from his long exile in the land of Haran 
back to the land of Canaan. After all, when Rebecca 
encouraged Jacob to flee, she promised him that 
when it was safe, she would “send for you and fetch 
you.” (Genesis 27:45). It was Deborah whom she 
sent to retrieve Jacob, to bring Jacob back. 
  Deborah then spent much time, probably many 
years, with Jacob and Rachel and Leah and their 
growing family. As is evident from the fact that her 
death occasioned such profound grief that it is 
memorialized in this week’s Torah portion, she must 
have been much loved. I always imagine that she 
served as the grandmother figure for all the sons and 
the daughter of Jacob who grew up without the 
advantage of a nearby bubby. 
  For me, as for the old friend with whom I was 
briefly reconnected this past weekend, Deborah is an 
archetype of the nameless soul who makes a 
powerful impact upon us, and who is forgotten for a 
very long time until we finally remember him and 
“name” him. Rebecca’s nursemaid had no name 
when we first learned of her existence. Only when 
she passes on, do we finally learn, under the Oak of 
Weeping, that her name was Deborah. 

  The name of my summertime teacher from so long 
ago? We called him “Rabbi Abramchik,” and 
although I remember him fondly, and he clearly was 
a major influence in my life, I never knew his first 
name until he passed away several years ago. It was 
only then that I learned from his obituary that his 
first name was Yakov. 
  Perhaps it is of Deborah and of Rabbi Abramchik 
that the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said in the 
Name of the Almighty: 
“I will give them, in My House 
And within My walls, 
A monument and a name 
Better than sons or daughters. 
I will give them an everlasting name 
Which shall not perish.” 
Dvar Torah: Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 
What did Ya’acov do on the day that could have 
been the penultimate day of his life?The twin 
brothers, Ya’acov and Eisav had been separated for 
22 long years. Ya’acov recalled how Eisav swore to 
take his life, because Ya’acov had taken the birth 
right. And now it was reported to Ya’acov that Eisav 
was approaching with 400 armed men. There were 
two possibilities, either Eisav was going to kill 
Ya’acov or he was going to embrace him. 
  Knowing about these two options – how did 
Ya’acov respond? In Rashi’s reading of the text he 
tells us that Ya’acov adopted a three pronged 
approach: ‘tefilla’, ‘doron’ and ‘milchama’. ‘Tefilla’ 
means prayer. Ya’acov did what came naturally to 
him. He prayed before Hashem and pleaded for the 
mercy of the Almighty to save him. ‘Doron’ means 
present. He had a strategy. He wanted to appease his 
brother, so he sent him hundreds of animals which 
were part of the salary which he had received from 
Lavan in Mesopotamia. He wanted to indicate to 
Eisav that he bore no malice. And then there was the 
third plank of Ya’acov’s strategy, ‘mil-chama’ or 
war. Ya’acov prepared for the worst case scenario. 
He divided his fam-ily into two camps so that if 
Eisav attacked, at least half his family would 
survive. 
  Throughout all subsequent generations the greatest 
of our biblical personal-ities adopted Ya’acov’s 
approach in situations such as this. It was Moshe 
who led our nation through prayer and strategy. Our 
great prophets and kings were the ones who 
combined prayer with action. It’s from Ya’acov that 
we learn how important it is always to pray to 
Hashem. But as the Talmud tells us ‘Ein Som-chim 
al ha’neis’ – you should never rely exclusively on a 
miracle. You need to have a strategy. You must plan. 
You must understand the minds of people. Try and 
work out a way to win the day for yourselves. And in 
addition, from Ya’acov we learn that sometimes 
tragedies occur, and we need to prepare for a worst 
case scenario. From Ya’acov we learn about prayer, 
about protection and about prevention. All are 
crucially important.  It was Ya’acov Avinu who 
taught the world the invaluable lesson that Hashem 
helps those who help themselves. 
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At the beginning of this week’s Parashah, Yaakov prepares to
meet Esav for the first time since Esav made up his mind to kill
Yaakov. Yaakov hears that Esav is marching toward him with an
army of 400 men, and “Yaakov became very frightened” (32:8). Why
was Yaakov frightened? Did he not have Bitachon / trust in Hashem,
Who had promised to protect him? Was Yaakov’s fear a sin? Many
of the classical commentaries--including Rashi, Rambam, Ramban,
and Ibn Ezra, among others--discuss these questions.

R’ Yitzchak Abarbanel z”l (1437-1508; Portugal, Spain and Italy)
writes: Yaakov’s fear of Esav was not due to a weakness in his
Emunah / faith or his Bitachon. Yaakov’s fear was like the feeling a
brave warrior has before going into battle--he recognizes the reality
that he may be killed, but he forges ahead anyway. If one goes into
war thinking there is no danger, we would not call him brave! Where
is his bravery, if he is oblivious to the danger he is in? If a person
does not know the value of money or is so wealthy that money is
meaningless to him, would we praise him for his charity? Only one
who understands what he is giving up is praiseworthy!

Likewise, continues R’ Abarbanel, Yaakov’s Bitachon was
meaningful only because he was afraid of Esav. Had Yaakov not
understood what he was up against, his Bitachon would have been
worthless. Clearly, Yaakov did trust in Hashem, for there were many
ways he could have to saved himself--fleeing, sending a messenger
to their father Yitzchak asking him to intervene, etc.--but Yaakov did
not do any of those things. Our Sages teach that a Jew should not say,
“I hate non-kosher food.” Rather, he should say, “It looks delicious,
but the Torah prohibited it to me!” Similarly, writes R’ Abarbanel, a
person should not say, “I am not afraid!” Rather, he should
acknowledge his fear, and then he should place his trust in Hashem. 
(Peirush Al Ha‘Torah)

Tefilah
This year, we will iy”H devote this space to discussing various aspects of

our prayers.

Rabbeinu Bachya ibn Pekudah z”l (Spain; early 11th century) writes:
“Know, my brother, that our goal when praying is for our soul to pine for
Elokim and to humble itself before Him, at the same time that we elevate
Him through our praises and thanksgiving, and place all of our burdens
upon Him.”  (Chovot Ha’levavot: Sha’ar Cheshbon Ha’Nefesh 3:9)

Rabbeinu Bachya writes further: A certain Tzaddik used to say after his
prayers, “. . . You [G-d] know what I need and how to save me from harm.
I did not tell You my needs in order to bring them to Your attention; rather,
I did so in order to recognize what I am lacking so that I may place my trust
in You. If, in my foolishness, I ask for something that is not in my best
interests, or I ask for something that is not what I need -- Your choice is
better than my choice! I leave everything to Your decree, as King David said
(Tehilim 131:1-2), ‘My Master! My heart is not proud nor my look haughty;
I do not aspire to great things or to what is beyond me. I have taught myself
to be contented like a child nursing from its mother; like a nursing child am
I in my mind’.” (Ibid 3:18)

R’ Yehuda Meir Dvir shlita (Yerushalayim) explains: Rabbeinu Bachya
is teaching that the purpose of spelling out our needs in our prayers is not
in order to have those needs fulfilled. [In any event, G-d knows what we
need better than we know it.] True, we phrase our prayers as requests, and
a consequence of our prayers may be that our needs are fulfilled. However,
the ultimate goal of prayer is not to get what we need; it is to internalize
how much we need Hashem in order to obtain our needs.

To be clear, R’ Dvir continues, it is essential to accomplishing this goal
that we make requests from Hashem and place our burdens on Him--the
more, the better. The more needy we feel, the more meaningful our
Bitachon / trust in Hashem will be.

(Bet Lechem Yehuda: Haskel Ve’ya’doa p.69)
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“I have become small as a result of all the kindnesses and all the

truth that You have done Your servant.”  (32:11)
The Midrash Tanna D’vei Eliyahu Zuta (1:5) teaches: Yaakov is to be

praised especially for his Tzedakah / acts of charity, as it is written, “I have
become small.” This refers to Tzedakah, as it is written (Mishlei 16:8),
“Better a little Tzedakah . . .” [Until here from the Midrash]

R’ Chaim Abulafiah z”l (1669-1744; Eretz Yisrael and Izmir, Turkey)
writes in the name of R’ Y. Chabiliv z”l (referred to by those who quote him
as the “Chassid” / “pious one” and “Kadosh” / “holy one”; possibly a
reference to a 17th century rabbi of Chevron by that name): What led the
Midrash to conclude that our verse refers to Yaakov’s giving Tzedakah?
Seemingly, Yaakov is saying the opposite: I have insufficient merits with
which to deserve Your kindness!

R’ Chabiliv answers: The Arizal teaches that one should not put himself
down or minimize his own good deeds in a time of danger. Consistent with
this, the author of the Midrash was bothered by Yaakov’s seeming to
minimize his own merits. Therefore, the Midrash reinterpreted the verse
as extolling Yaakov’s merits.  (Etz Ha’Chaim: Parashat Vayakhel)

R’ Chaim Yosef David Azulai z”l (1724-1806; lived in Eretz Yisrael and
Italy, but traveled throughout Europe and North Africa; known as “Chida”)
adds: Nevertheless, Yaakov did not want to appear to have served Hashem
for the sake of receiving reward. Therefore, he used an ambiguous
expression that both alluded to the diminishment of his merits because of
G-d’s kindness and alluded to his performing the Mitzvah of Tzedakah.

(Pnei David, quoted in Otzrot Ha’Chida)

“He said to him, ‘What is your name?’ He replied, ‘Yaakov’.” 
(32:28)

R’ Naftali Hertz Weisel z”l (1725-1805; German banker, and prolific
author of works of Torah commentary, Hebrew grammar, and Mussar)
writes: Surely the angel knew Yaakov’s name! Rather, this verse should be
understood like the verse (Shmot 4:2), “Hashem said to him, ‘What is that
in your hand?’ and he said, ‘A staff’.” Obviously, Hashem knew that Moshe
was holding a staff. Hashem meant, “How do you perceive that thing in your
hand?” to which Moshe answered, “I perceive it to be a staff.” “No!” replied
Hashem, “it is a snake!” Here, likewise, the angel was asking, “What
spiritual powers do you perceive in yourself?” to which our patriarch
answered, “The spiritual powers of Yaakov,” a name that represents
humility. “No!” replied the angel, “You have the much greater spiritual
powers represented by the name ‘Yisrael,’ meaning, ‘You have wrestled
with the Divine and with man and have overcome!’”  (Imrei Shefer)
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“He charged them, saying, ‘So shall you say: To my lord, to Esav, so

said your servant Yaakov--I have sojourned / “Garti” with Lavan and
have lingered until now’.”  (32:5)

Rashi z”l writes: The word “Garti” ( ) has the numerical value of
“Taryag” ( ) Mitzvot / the 613 Commandments. Yaakov is saying: I kept
them all and learned none of Lavan’s evil ways. [Until here from Rashi]

R’ Yonoson David shlita (Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Pachad Yitzchak in
Yerushalayim) asks: Presumably, Yaakov meant to say that he prevailed over
Lavan in the merit of his Mitzvah observance, and he likewise would prevail
over Esav in that merit. But, why did he mention that there are 613 Mitzvot?

R’ David explains: There is a fundamental difference between Lavan’s and
the Torah’s respective world-views. At the end of last week’s Parashah, after
Yaakov’s eloquent defense of his decision to run away, Lavan replies (31:43),
“The daughters are my daughters, the children are my children, and the flock
is my flock, and all that you see is mine.” Lavan meant: “Nothing you said
made any impression on me. I, Lavan, do not believe any order exists in this
world; it is a free-for-all, where everything is mine if I say so. Certainly, I do
not believe in right or wrong.” This, writes R’ David, explains why the Torah
records (24:50): “Lavan and Betuel answered . . .” The Torah is teaching that
Lavan spoke before his father because, in Lavan’s world, there is no order.

In contrast, R’ David continues, the Torah tells us that Rivka--Lavan’s
sister and Yaakov’s mother--was an orderly person. When Avraham’s slave
asked her two questions at once, she answered the first question first and the
second question second (see Rashi to 24:24). The contrast between Lavan and
Rivka is not just a difference in manners; it is fundamental to the mission of
which Rivka was to become a part--to establish twelve holy tribes that would
implement Hashem’s order in the world. The fact that there are exactly 613
Mitzvot is not random; it is “orderly,” paralleling the 613 parts of the human
body (see Makkot 23b). [Thus, by telling Esav that he kept the 613 Mitzvot,
Yaakov was conveying that he expects to be safe from Esav because he is in
the midst of accomplishing the holy mission assigned to him.]

R’ David adds: In this light, we can better understand why the Sages
instruct us to recite the third Parashah / passage of Shema (i.e., the Parashah
of Tzitzit) daily. The Mishnah (Berachot 2:2) teaches that we accept the yoke
of Mitzvot in the second Parashah of Shema (“Ve’hayah Im Shamo’a”). What,
then, is added by the third Parashah, which also seems to be about the
Mitzvot--saying, for example: “It shall constitute Tzitzit for you, that you may
see it and remember all the commandments of Hashem and perform them”?
R’ David explains: Ve’hayah Im Shamo’a refers to Mitzvot generally, whereas
the third Parashah actually alludes to the existence of 613 Mitzvot (see Rashi
to Bemidbar 15:39). As explained, that number reflects that the Mitzvot are
not a random collection of commandments; there is order to them.

(Kuntreis Sukkot 70)



 

NUMBER OF ACTIVE VIRUS PATIENTS EXCEEDS 10,000 FOR FIRST 
TIME IN WEEKS (YNet 11/30/20) 
The number of active coronavirus carriers in Israel has exceeded 10,000 for 
the first time in weeks, the Health Ministry reported Monday evening. 
There are currently 10,148 Israelis battling the virus, 260 of them are 
hospitalized in serious condition and 89 patients are on ventilators, the 
fewest since the end of July.  
Since the outbreak of the pandemic in Israel, 2,865 people have died of 
complications of COVID-19. 
Health authorities conducted some 34,000 coronavirus tests on Monday, 746 
of which returned positive, putting the national infection rate at 2.2%. 
Jerusalem continues to lead the list of coronavirus hotspots with 1,346 active 
patients. The capital is then followed by Nazareth with 454 active patients, 
Haifa with 343, Tel Aviv with 297 and Um al-Fahm with 218 active cases. 
 
ISRAEL, UKRAINE FREE TRADE AGREEMENT TO GO INTO EFFECT 
NEW YEAR'S DAY (JPost 12/2/20) 
A free trade agreement between Israel and Ukraine is set to go into effect 
when the clocks strike midnight on the New Year's Eve, eliminating import 
taxes on food products coming in from the Eastern European country. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky highlighted positives of the 
agreement, a culmination of seven years of negotiations, and congratulated 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on its success on Twitter last week. 
"This is a new level of relations between [Israel and Ukraine] and the 'green 
light' to the growth of exports, closer cooperation in the fields of high-tech, 
engineering and investment," he wrote. 
The FTA will not only eliminate taxes of choice Ukrainian exports, it is also 
expected to lower food costs in Israel, reduce tariffs on Israeli exports to the 
Ukraine, lower the cost of living and bolster economic and tech cooperation 
between the two countries. 
"This agreement will help lower the cost of living in both countries, and will 
serve to promote Ukrainian industry," added Israel's Ambassador to Ukraine 
Joel Lion, in response to Zelensky’s statement. 
Israel will reduce its current customs taxes on agricultural products coming 
from Ukraine, such as wheat, fish, processed foods, as well as raw materials 
such as iron, steel and oils.. 
In exchange, items that were subjected to customs tax in Ukraine before the 
FTA will now be prime for purchase, opening up the market for Israel to low 
cost medical equipment, plastics, rubbers, chemicals, machinery and of 
course fruits, vegetable and other food products coming from Ukraine, 
among other examples. 
Israeli exporters are also expected to take benefit from the FTA, as products 
such as plastic irrigation pipes, avocados and peppers will be duty free within 
Ukraine. Duties on wines were previously eliminated prior to the signing of 
the current FTA, and will maintain its status through the transition. 
Exports from Israel to Ukraine total $130 million annually, and a total trade 
volume in the ballpark of $940 million. It is expected to double to around $2 
billion when the FTA goes into effect. 
Ukraine is the top exporter of sunflower and cotton seeds for the production 
of oils, and its the fourth largest exporter of wheat, corn, barley and industrial 
semi-processed iron and steel. 
 
AMBASSADOR ERDAN WELCOMES DROP IN SUPPORT FOR ANTI-
ISRAEL RESOLUTIONS AT UN (Arutz-7 12/3/20) 
Israel’s Ambassador to the United Nations Gilad Erdan welcomed the drop in  

support for the annual batch of anti-Israel resolutions submitted Wednesday 
to the General Assembly at the request of the Palestinians. 
Following an intense diplomatic effort by Israel worldwide, several countries 
changed their voting patterns on the resolutions, known as the “Palestinian 
package,” causing an increase in the number of countries opposing some of 
them entirely. 
“I would like to thank the countries that changed their voting pattern in favor 
of Israel. They have voted against the systematic anti-Israel bias at the UN,” 
said Erdan. “I also would like to extend special thanks to the countries that 
stand by Israel’s side each year in opposing these despicable resolutions." 
“No other country in the world faces such discrimination in the UN and it is 
time for more UN members to join us in changing this organization’s anti-
Israel agenda," he said. “The countries that supported Israel today have 
understood that this package of resolutions does nothing to forward peace 
but serves only to entrench the Palestinian’s rejectionist position and deepen 
the conflict.” 
Germany, Austria and Bulgaria were among the countries that switched from 
abstaining to opposing some of the resolutions. Slovenia, Switzerland and 
Papua New Guinea moved from abstaining to voting against the resolution 
on the Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat, while Singapore, 
Eritrea and Uruguay moved from voting in favor to abstention. 
In another resolution dealing with the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, which produces reports and 
activities reflecting only the Palestinian narrative, Austria, Bulgaria, Germany 
and Papua New Guinea moved from abstention to voting against, and 
Uruguay and Iceland moved from voting in favor to abstaining. 
In his remarks at the General Assembly prior to the vote, Ambassador Erdan 
said, “For decades, this assembly has met to discuss the so-called question 
of Palestine. Yet every year, the discussion produces no realistic solutions 
and no useful changes to the situation. To any outside listener, it is clear why 
the answers to this question remain forever elusive: these yearly debates are 
completely detached from reality.” 
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Erdan pointed out that this year’s resolutions failed to refer to the 
groundbreaking Abraham Accords peace agreements signed between Israel 
and three Arab states: the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Sudan. 
“Can this forum be any more detached from the real world?” Erdan asked. 
“For years, the Palestinians have held the interests of the Arab world hostage 
while the international community has cynically voted in favor of its 
resolutions. Arab countries were forbidden from recognizing Israel's 
existence and banned from having relations with us unless we surrendered 
to the Palestinians outrageous demands. Thankfully, the Abraham Accords 
have shattered that paradigm.” 
 
DISSOLUTION OF 23RD KNESSET APPROVED IN PRELIMINARY 
READING (Arutz-7 12/2/20) 
The Knesset approved in preliminary reading bills to dissolve the 23rd 
Knesset. 
The bills passed with a majority of 61 in support compared to 54 opposed. 
The Ra’am faction was absent from the vote. 
Yamina Chairman MK Naftali Bennett spoke at the debate on the dissolution 
of the Knesset and attacked MK Yair Lapid. 
"There's a common denominator between Lapid and Netanyahu, both of 
whom are involved in the politics of spreading hatred, for the haredim and for 
the Arabs and for the settlers. 
"Someone who lives in Yitzhar is also a human being, even Leftists love the 
State of Israel. 
"We'll bring something new. Both Lapid and Netanyahu failed miserably. 
Today it means that either the government falls, or the State falls apart." 
"This is a dramatic and difficult moment for the Knesset and the country as a 
whole," said Meretz chairman MK Nitzan Horowitz earlier. 
"But what is much worse and even more difficult is the fact that our prime 
minister is a person under indictment who abuses his position each and 
every day with the goal of erasing his indictment. And he's even doing it while 
a pandemic rages on and Israeli society is stuck in an unprecedented crisis." 
Once the bill has passed the preliminary vote, it will need to pass three 
additional votes for the dissolution to go into effect and force new elections; 
Israel’s fourth in less than two years. 
Following the preliminary vote in the Knesset plenum, the bill to dissolve the 
Knesset will be sent to committee for deliberation. 
On Tuesday, Defense Minister and Alternate Prime Minister Benny Gantz 
(Blue and White) announced that the Blue and White party will vote in favor 
of the bill to dissolve the Knesset. 
Slamming his coalition partner, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, Gantz 
said that the Knesset’s dissolution could be averted if Netanyahu passes a 
biannual budget immediately. 
"I had no illusions about Netanyahu, I knew his record as a serial breaker of 
promises, but I thought Netanyahu would rise to the occasion given the 
scope [of the issue]," Gantz said at the start of his remarks, which were 
delivered at a news conference in Ramat Gan. 
"Netanyahu does not comply and the public pays the price. Netanyahu did 
not lie to me, he lied to you. He did not deceive me, but all the citizens of 
Israel." 
"Netanyahu has made the fight against the coronavirus a personal matter, 
while making everything his personal achievement. The only rule by which 
decisions are made is an attempt to get out of his trial," Ganz said. 
"Netanyahu decided to dismantle the government and lead us towards an 
election. The path he chose is not to approve the state budget," Ganz 
accused. 
Netanyahu responded to Gantz’s announcement, warning that toppling the 
government and heading to early elections in the midst of the coronavirus 
crisis would hurt the country. 
I've been saying for a long time, this isn't the time for elections, this is the 
time for unity. This is the time to continue to bring vaccines, this is the time to 
continue our determined war on coronavirus," said Netanyahu. 
"It's time to continue to help businesses, the self-employed, the citizens. It's  

time to continue to expand the circle of peace, and it's time to place a 
unified front in the face of difficult political and security challenges that still lie 
ahead," Netanyahu added. 
 
PARTY LED BY FORMER ISRAELI ARMY CHIEF EISENKOT WOULD 
WIN 15 KNESSET SEATS, ELECTION POLL SHOWS (Ha’aretz 12/3/20) 
An election poll published after the Knesset's preliminary vote to dissolve 
itself gives Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud party 29 seats – two 
more than polling results released on November 24. 
According to Channel 13 News' poll, the right-wing Yamina party headed by 
Naftali Bennett remains in second place with 22 seats, one seat less than the 
last poll. The predominantly Arab Joint List was projected to get 11 seats, 
four fewer than it has in the current Knesset and one less than the previous 
poll. 
The right-wing bloc, which includes ultra-Orthodox parties Shas and United 
Torah Judaism, won 65 seats in the survey, a majority sufficient to form a 
coalition. 
When those polled were given the additional option of a new party that would 
be headed by former Israeli army Chief of Staff Gadi Eisenkot and include 
former justice and foreign minister Tzipi Livni and the current mayor of Tel 
Aviv, Ron Huldai, the party was projected to secure 15 seats. 
Along with the rest of the center-left bloc and Avigdor Lieberman’s Yisrael 
Beiteinu party, they would account for 59 seats. 
When asked about suitability to serve as prime minister, Netanyahu was 
selected by 24 percent of respondents, Bennett by 19, Yesh Atid leader Yair 
Lapid by 14 and Alternate Prime Minister Benny Gantz by 13. 
Forty-five percent of those polled said that if the country goes to another 
round of elections, the fourth in under two years, Netanyahu would be to 
blame. Twenty percent blamed Gantz and 25 percent responded that both 
are equally responsible. 
 
ON EVE OF ROUTE LAUNCH, SAUDI ARABIA OKAYS ISRAELI USE OF 
AIRSPACE FOR UAE FLIGHTS (YNet 11/30/20) 
Israel’s first commercial flight to the UAE will go ahead as planned on 
Tuesday morning, taking off from Ben-Gurion Airport to Dubai International 
Airport, after Saudi Arabia granted permission for the flight to use its airspace 
with less than a day to spare. 
Israeli carrier Israir had feared it would have to cancel the flight due to a lack 
of Saudi approval, as the Airbus A320 aircraft used for the flight has limited 
range and the alternate route through the Arabian Sea would double the 
length of the trip to Dubai.  
The historic flight is set to be a cornerstone in the relationship between Israel 
and the UAE, after the two countries signed the normalization agreement in 
the form of the Abraham Accords in September. 
Israir, Arkia and El Al, the Israeli airlines scheduled to operate flights to the 
UAE within the next month, had appealed to the Prime Minister's Office, the 
Transportation Ministry, the Foreign Affairs Ministry and the Civil Aviation 
Authority for updates on the issue.  
Emirati air carrier Flydubai began operating flights from Israel to Dubai on 
November 26.   
At a ceremony last week at Ben-Gurion Airport to mark the launch of the 
Flydubai Israel-UAE route, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said: "We are 
already flying over Saudi Arabia as you know. All those flights go over Saudi 
Arabia, including flights by Israeli companies." 
Israeli airlines are set to operate more than 40 flights to Dubai each week.  
Israir is scheduled to launch two daily flights to Dubai on December 2, Arkia 
is set to begin its own twice daily flights from December 3 and El Al is also 
due to begin 14 flights per week on December 9. 
 
ISRAELI TECH COMPANY MAKING WATER FROM THIN AIR SIGNS 
AGREEMENT IN UAE (JPost 12/1/20) 
UAE-based agribusiness firm Al Dahra has signed a partnership agreement 
with the Israeli Watergen company, the two announced on Sunday – part of 
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the Memorandum of Understanding signed when a delegation of Al Dahra 
executives visited Israel in October. 
Within the agreement, Watergen will be tasked with supplying the UAE and 
other countries in the region with its patented water solutions that generate 
water out of thin air – serving economic sectors ranging from agriculture to 
hospitality. 
"From the moment that we signed this agreement, it has shown how 
important the signing of the Abraham Accords was and the tremendous 
wisdom of our leaders in making this breakthrough for our region and the 
world," said Watergen president and CEO Dr. Michael Mirilashvili. 
"Though I had other plans, as soon as I learned of the accords, I rushed here 
in order to show the world the tremendous impact and importance of this 
historic step," he said. "With this agreement, we're showing our two nations, 
the region and the world, what is possible with peace." 
Created by the environmentally savvy Rishon Lezion-based tech company, 
Watergen's Gen-L water-from-air system taps into atmospheric water using 
patented heat-exchange technology, producing up to 5,000 liters of clean 
water per day – and requiring no infrastructure other than a standard 
electricity supply. 
According to the company's website, it is “perfect for villages, off-grid 
settlements and factories.” 
The system works through Watergen’s built-in blower, which draws air into 
the system’s atmospheric water generator. There, an internal filter cleans the 
air by removing dust and dirt. The air is then directed through the GENius 
heat exchange and cooling process, and water is condensed from it. 
The water is then filtered again to remove impurities and add minerals, 
resulting in fresh, drinking-quality water. Once produced, the water is 
continuously circulated in a built-in reservoir to preserve its freshness. 
The water produced by Watergen solutions is therefore often of a higher 
quality than water running through filtration systems attached to municipal 
water lines. 
Last year, the company’s system was donated to authorities in Brazil, 
Vietnam and India. It also assisted rescue and recovery efforts during the 
2018 California wildfires, as well as providing clean water to the residents of 
Texas and Florida in the aftermath of the devastation caused by hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma. 
Watergen also developed a small-scale version for home and office use 
named GENNY, which has the ability to produce up to 30 liters of potable 
water every day – significantly reducing plastic usage and disposal by 
eliminating the waste caused by drinking bottled water. 
GENNY also has the potential to serve as an air purifier, circulating clean air 
throughout homes through a small tweak in the water generation process, 
using the already existing technology to create a multipurpose product. 
While the technology is now firmly focused on tackling the global water 
shortage, the company has maintained the energy-efficient edge of its early-
day designers and boasts the world’s most energy-efficient atmospheric 
water production system. 
 
ISRAELI SEARCH-AND-RESCUE GROUP SIGNS HISTORIC MOU WITH 
UAE COUNTERPARTS (Israel Hayom 11/30/20) 
The Jerusalem-based ZAKA International Rescue Unit announced this week 
that it has signed a memorandum of understanding with its counterparts in 
the United Arab Emirates. 
The Israeli humanitarian organization made up of volunteers who lead 
search, rescue and recovery missions at home and around the world, said 
that it signed the MOU with the organizing committee of the Dubai 
International Humanitarian Aid and Development Conference and Exhibition 
(DIHAD). 
The signing ceremony took place on Wednesday at DIHAD headquarters in 
Dubai. According to ZAKA, the MOU "supports future collaborations between 
the two in the humanitarian field in international crises and disasters, and 
ensures the provision of all the necessary support to those affected, 
regardless of color, race, gender, religion or political opinions." 

ZAKA chairman Yehuda Meshi-Zahav, whose delegation was among the 
passengers that arrived on Thursday in Tel Aviv aboard the historic first 
direct commercial flight from Dubai, told JNS, "When the water cannon 
sprayed the plane at Ben-Gurion International Airport – the traditional 
welcome for a historic flight – we felt that we were making history, twice in 
one day." 
"We see it as a great privilege, within the implementation of the Abraham 
Accords, to be the first Israeli humanitarian organization to sign a 
cooperation agreement with DIHAD. There is no greater expression of peace 
than volunteer units partnering for mutual humanitarian aid and assistance, 
as well as professional training in search, rescue and recovery," he said. 
Meshi-Zahav is to head a ZAKA delegation in March to participate in DIHAD 
2021, the leading humanitarian aid and development event in the Middle 
East, which will take place in Dubai. 
DIHAD is an annual event that brings together more than 15,000 participants 
from more than 650 international organizations. This will mark the first time 
an Israeli group has attended the event in its 17 years of existence. 
Calling this turn of events a "historic step," DIHAD Executive Chairman Abdul 
Salam al-Madani stated, "We are confident that ZAKA's participation in 
DIHAD will be of great benefit due to their immense efforts and expertise in 
the field of humanitarian work and the training of specialized cadres in 
situations of disaster. We are proud of their joining the DIHAD Conference 
and Exhibition as the first institution participating in this humanitarian event 
from the State of Israel." 
 
SHIRBIT HACKERS DEMAND ALMOST $1 MILLION IN RANSOM MONEY 
TO STOP LEAKS (JPost 12/3/20) 
The Black Shadow hacker group which targeted the Shirbit insurance 
company in a cyberattack on Tuesday demanded that Shirbit send 50 bitcoin 
($961,110) to their bitcoin wallet within 24 hours, in a message published on 
their Telegram channel on Wednesday night. 
The group stated that if the money is sent, they will not disclose any data and 
will not sell it to anyone. The hackers have already published large 
collections of files containing the private information of customers and 
employees. 
Black Shadow warned that if the money is not sent within 24 hours of 9 AM 
on Thursday morning, the ransom demand will rise to 100 bitcoin 
($1,922,220). If another 24 hours pass, the demand will rise to 200 bitcoin 
($3,847,680). "After that we will sell the data to the others," warned the 
hackers, adding that they will leak some more data at the end of every 24 
hours. 
Shortly after the message was published, the group published more files, 
including faxes and ID cards. 
The attack comes amid a spike in ransomware attacks against insurance 
companies, with dozens of insurance companies in the US reporting 
ransomware attacks in just the past week, according to the ransomware 
removal and cyber security service MonsterCloud. 
The attackers in the US have made ransom demands between 100,000 to 
millions of USD.  
"Based on the recent attacks here in the US, the attacks are money driven, 
and even if the victim has a backup, the attacker will blackmail the victim for 
the ransom to prevent data leak which is huge when it comes to insurance 
companies. This is a new trend in the US. This type of attack is caused due 
to a lack of cyber security knowledge," said MonsterCloud CEO Zohar 
Pinhasi, to The Jerusalem Post, warning that "it seems the company has a 
long and turbulent road ahead." 
The CEO added that it is unclear whether the same group is behind the 
attacks in the US, explaining that hacker groups tend to change their names 
often in order to protect themselves. 
 
ISRAELI GYMNAST LINOY ASHRAM WINS GOLD IN EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (Israel Hayom 11/30/20) 
Israeli rhythmic gymnast Linoy Ashram won the gold medal in the all-around  
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competition at the European Championships in Kiev, Ukraine. 
Ashram's scored 26.500 on the hoop excercise, topping the charts of all 
athletes, while Belarusian gymnast Alina Haransko placed first on each of the 
other three apparatus. 
Ashram defeated Harnasko to take home the all-around title, with a total 
score of 100.9. It was Israel's second gold medal of the Championships, after 
they won the group title on Friday. 
"Linoy has well and truly put Israel on the map in rhythmic gymnastics, 
starting in the juniors ranks and continuing in the senior competition, where, 
so far, she has won bronze all-around at both the 2017 and 2019 World 
Championships, upgrading to silver in 2018," the European Gymnastics 
award announcement states. 
"At the 2019 European Games she placed second all-around and won 2 
apparatus finals. Just minutes ago she became the first Israeli European all-
around champion, and the first non-Russian to win since 1997." 
 
ISRAEL'S OFT-REPEATED SIN OF PRIDE (Nachman Shai, YNet 11/30/20) 
Many in Israel found pleasure in the news that Iranian nuclear scientist 
Mohsen Fahrizadeh was assassinated near Tehran on Friday. 
Even Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu could not hide his glee when he 
told followers that last week was a good one for Israel, "but I cannot tell you 
about everything that happened."  
As soon as I saw the prime minister's post, I thought to myself that once 
again, Israeli complacency and condescension rules the day. We as a 
society are easily swayed between the deeps of depression and the highs of 
maniacal joy. 
But what of preparing for the revenge that is undoubtedly sure to follow the 
brazen attack on Iran's chief nuclear scientist? Rather than brag about its 
success, what measures were taken to ensure the safety of Israel's 
embassies abroad? History has taught us that is where we are vulnerable.  
And what is the security situation for Jewish centers and synagogues around 
the world?  Have we secured our airliners, our vessels at sea or the rest of 
our soft targets? 
Are our borders safe? Iranian proxies are lying in wait just over the line in 
Syria and Lebanon, and even Gaza there is the Iran-backed Islamic Jihad 
poised to attack. 
We have committed the sin of pride often. Our hubris has landed us in 
trouble numerous times.  
Take for example the "bad business" in Egypt in the early 1950s. For what 
was Israel's attempt to use local Jews to blow up targets in Cairo to create a 
rift between Egypt and the West, if not an act of arrogance that cost lives and 
freedoms, severely damaged Israel's foreign relations and shook the country 
for 15 years? 
The 1973 Yom Kippur War is another case in point. Israel was caught 
unprepared for an attack on two fronts, costing thousands of lives and 
bringing it dangerously close to annihilation. 
We also only need look at the Jonathan Pollard affair to see how Israeli 
hubris has led to catastrophe. 
In the 1990s, Israeli intelligence services enjoyed a good working relationship 
with their American counterparts. The Mossad intelligence agency had 
emissaries in the United States and the CIA had their own people in Israel. 
But when Ariel Sharon took over the Defense Ministry, he wanted a service 
of his own and installed a close friend and former spook at the helm. Keeping 
Mossad in the dark, Rafi Eitan enlisted a civilian member of the U.S. naval 
intelligence who was peddling secrets to countries around the world to work 
for him.  
When Jonathan Pollard was caught spying for Israel, the hubris continued 
and Israeli politicians continued to lie to their American allies about the 
information obtained through him.  
They thought they were smarter than the CIA and stronger than the U.S. 
Department of Justice, causing untold damage to interagency cooperation 
and landing Pollard in prison for three decades. 

In its quest to become a Middle East superpower, Israel then - and perhaps 
today as well - forgets its place in the world and its need for humility. 
 
NETANYAHU LOST THE VOTE TO END HIS GOVERNMENT, BUT 
SCORED A MAJOR VICTORY (Anshel Pfeffer, Ha’aretz 12/3/20) 
Benjamin Netanyahu didn’t look like someone who’d just lost a vote that 
could potentially bring down his fifth government, only seven and a half 
months since its inauguration. His face on Wednesday couldn’t be seen 
behind a black face mask, but his gait was energetic and self-satisfied. 
The dissolution measure he had just voted against may have passed, and is 
likely to launch an election campaign at a less than advantageous time for 
him. But he can worry about that in a few weeks, if the dissolution passes its 
final readings. For the time being, he had enough to celebrate. He has finally 
ensured the political demise of the man sitting beside him during the vote, 
Benny Gantz. 
The Kahol Lavan leader and alternate prime minister had just voted for the 
winning side. The dissolution bill had passed 61-54. But as he turned away 
from Netanyahu so their eyes wouldn’t meet, he looked everything but a 
winner. 
Just under two years since he launched his political career, embarking on a 
roller-coaster of a campaign that would span three elections, two mandates 
to form a government and one short period leading the largest party in Israel, 
Gantz now looked a broken and forlorn figure. 
Netanyahu had broken him in a series of nasty smears, orchestrated leaks 
and deals with turncoats from within the opposition’s ranks. Then he’d used 
the once-in-a-century pandemic to browbeat him into joining an “emergency 
unity” coalition with a rotation agreement that no one believed he’d ever fulfill. 
Once Gantz signed that agreement, he fatally damaged his credibility, split 
his party and nosedived in the polls. At first, he could at least justify that act 
of political self-harm by the need to respond to the coronavirus crisis. But as 
it became abundantly clear that Netanyahu had no intention whatsoever of 
treating Gantz as a true partner, and as the government’s handling of the 
virus became ever more haphazard and politicized, he lost even that 
justification. 
Gantz’s vote to dissolve the Knesset was an admission that he’d lost. He’d 
posed the greatest threat to Netanyahu’s rule since the prime minister’s 
return to office in 2009, but he succumbed to the pressure. Two years of 
relentless, vicious attacks and constantly broken promises have finished him 
off as a political force. 
It’s easy to highlight his lack of political smarts and presentation skills, his 
gullibility – not just toward Netanyahu, but toward members of his own party 
and Kahol Lavan’s “cockpit.” But he’d been closer than any of the other 
experienced politicians had in the last 11 years. And no one else had faced 
such a toxic storm in Israeli politics. 
This isn’t great timing for an election as far as Netanyahu is concerned. Too 
many factors are beyond his control over the next few months: a third wave 
of COVID-19 infections; a new, less friendly administration in Washington 
from January 20; and the resumption of his corruption trial in February. 
He’ll try to find ways to postpone the election at least until after the 
vaccinations begin. But before the election date has been set, he can already 
declare one key victory. He’s vanquished not only Benny Gantz, but also “the 
great white hope” within the anti-Netanyahu opposition that all it needed was 
a new hero, a tall, blue-eyed and spotless general, to replace him. 
Netanyahu isn’t doing that great in the polls right now. His standing has been 
badly damaged by the coronavirus debacle. A majority of Israelis would like 
to see him leave office. But the opposition has lost much more, and 
dissolving the Knesset is no victory. The opposition originally had a majority 
in this Knesset – a majority that endorsed Gantz for prime minister. But that 
majority wasn’t enough when Gantz was always going to lose to Netanyahu 
in their personal showdown. Or as one Likud lawmaker said last week, “The 
‘Just not Bibi’ camp won the election, but then discovered there’s no such 
person as ‘Just not Bibi.’” 



  

In this week's Torah portion of Vayishlach, we read of the eternal struggle of our patriarch, Yaakov, and his brother Esav. 

The Torah records, in Chapter 32, Verse 25, "Yaakov was left alone and a man wrestled with him until the break of dawn." 

The midrash comments: “Who was this man? He was the angel Somael, the angel of death, who appeared to Yaakov in 

the guise of a man.” He wrestled with him until dawn, which is interpreted to mean that his struggle would continue until 

the end of time — the coming of the Mashiach.  

Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman, a great scholar of the previous generation, asks why the angel delayed in striking. If his 

intention was to do eternal harm, why not attack Avraham, our first patriarch, or Yitzchak, our second patriarch? Rabbi 

Wasserman answers that from here we learn that the force of evil and destruction was directed primarily upon Yaakov 

alone and what he represented. Each of the patriarchs distinguished their service to G-d in a different fashion. Avraham, 

though observing all the traditions, carried out his service to G-d through kindness and philanthropy. Yitzchak, bound 

upon the altar, reflected his service to his Creator through prayer and sacrifice. Yaakov expressed his unique service to  

G-d through study and scholarship. Each of our patriarchs endowed their progeny, the Nation of Israel, with their special 

strengths and gifts. However, when the angel Somael evaluates his prospective target to determine where he can 

maximize his damage, it is Yaakov whom he chooses. The nation Israel can survive even if their social services wane. Our 

people can survive a first strike, even if our houses of prayer and worship are attacked and destroyed. However, a strike 

against our institutions of learning, study, and scholarship of Torah is a strike that is nuclear. It is the death knell of the 

Jewish nation. The angel of death waited patiently and precisely for the right moment in history, the moment when our 

third patriarch, Yaakov (and only Yaakov), would be alone. At that moment, he struck to kill and destroy the eternity of 

our people.  

Through our long, difficult, and magnificent history, we have survived when our charitable institutions were under attack. 

We survived when our places of worship were assaulted. However, when the light of Torah is dimmed and the fountain 

of Jewish knowledge is drained, acculturation, assimilation, and intermarriage are certain to follow. Leading a moral life 

alone, devoid of our rich history of Jewish scholarship, law, customs, and traditions, aids and abets the work of those 

forces from above that attacked to destroy our patriarch Yaakov. 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

To sponsor an issue of Shabbos Delights please contact info@gwckollel.org. 

Vayishlach 5781 

 

It is an honor to present this week’s Torah Minute from our archives. The following was penned 

by our founder, Rabbi Kalman Winter zt”l. 

Presented by Rabbi Moshe Sadwin, Kollel Adjunct 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

Rochel died and was buried on the road to Efrat which is Beis Lechem… 

Yaakov set up a monument on top of her grave… (35, 19) 

Yaakov foresaw that Bnei Yisrael would be exiled from Eretz Yisrael and on the 

way out, would pass by on this road. He therefore placed a monument upon 

Rochel’s grave to enable Bnei Yisrael to daven at her grave, so that she would 

beseech Hashem on their behalf, as the verse says, “A voice is heard on high, 

Rochel is crying for her children” (Yirmiyohu 31). (Breishis Rabba 82, 10) 

When visiting graves of righteous people, one should not pray to the deceased. 

One should pray to Hashem in the merit of the deceased. (Maharil Hilchos 

Taanis) 

Yaakov’s setting up a monument in order for Bnei Yisrael to illicit Rochel to 

daven on their behalf does not seem to be a direct prayer to Hashem? 

 

A Torah scholar should have an eighth of an eighth 

of haughtiness. (Sotah 5a) 

What is the connection between the above 

statement of Chazal and this week’s Parsha? 

 

Who Am I? 

 

#1  WHO AM I ?   

 

In parashas Vayishlach, Yaakov’s household and all who were with him 

“gave to Yaakov all the alien gods that were in their possession, as well 

as the rings that were in their ears, and Yaakov buried them [vayitmon 

osam] underneath the terebinth near Shechem.” As we noted a couple of 

years ago, this understanding of the word vayitmon in its normal sense 

of ‘buried’ is ArtScroll’s, but R. Avraham b. HaRambam disagrees, 

explaining that Yaakov did not bury but actually destroyed the idolatrous 

items, in congruence with the mitzvos of the Torah and its monotheistic 

doctrines. 

The Torah contains various stringent prohibitions regarding idols, 

including a prohibition against deriving any benefit from them. Idols 

have surely taken many forms over the millennia, but one particular item 

whose idolatrous status has been extensively discussed in rabbinic 

literature is the cross. The Rema (YD 141:1) rules that a cross that people 

bow down to is considered an idol, but “those that are hung from the 

neck as mementos” are not considered idols, and it is permitted to derive 

benefit from them. The Shach maintains that this leniency holds only if it 

is known that no one bowed down to the cross in question, but if we are 

uncertain, we must be stringent. Others reject this qualification and take 

the Rema’s ruling at face value, and permit generally crosses hung from 

the neck, even crucifixes (crosses with a crucified figure upon them), and 

certainly those designed as jewelry. (Chochmas Adam 85:1 and Nishmas 

Adam) 

There is also a prohibition of gazing at idols. R. Moshe Feinstein rules 

that stamps that include images of crosses are not considered idols and 

are not subject to this prohibition, since the stamps are not produced to 

be idols but for their aesthetic value and to serve as mementos. An 

additional reason for not considering stamps to be idols is that they are 

designed to be treated disrespectfully, by being defaced by cancellations 

and eventually discarded in the trash. (Shut. Igros Moshe YD 1:69) 
 

1. We were “tough.” 

2. We caused a tri-response. 

3. We caused fear. 

4. We caused division. 

#2  WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I caused a limp. 

2. I can’t be eaten. 

3. I am named for my displacement. 

4. What a nerve! 

 

 #1 Maariv (I am not an obligation, I am for the 

direction, I am the third, I am the first.”) 

#2 Leah (I was the first to thank, I was a weeper, I 

had half, I was soft-eyed.) 

The raffle  
has been 

postponed until 
after the shuls 
are reopened. 
We are still 
accepting 

entries to the 
raffle. 

 

Answer as many as you can.   
Each correct answer will entitle you  
to another raffle ticket and increase  

your chances of winning!  
 

 

Visit gwckollel.org to submit your answers. 

  

 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 
Last week’s riddle: 

How old was Rochel when she died? 

Answer: 36 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Beauty of Yefes in the Tents of Shem: 
Judaism and Secular Wisdom 

a virtual Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman 
Tuesday, December 8, 12:00pm 

 Online: https://zoom.us/j/7464552195  Password: GWCK 
Dial-in number: 301-715-8592 Meeting ID: 746 455 2195 
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