Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts
December 25 - 26, 2020 - 11 Teves 5781 - Parshas Vayigash
Light Candles by 4:33 - Havdalah 5:37

The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by Melanie & Sandy Karlin in commemoration of their
grandmothers’ Yahrtzeits: Melanie’s grandmother, Bessie Choina, Batya Golda bas Ben Tzion (11
Teves) and Sandy’s grandmother, Lena Karlin, Elka Leah bas Moshe Tzvi (13 Teves).

Mazal Tov
 Susan & Rabbi Saul Koss and Frieda Bart on the engagement of
their granddaughter, Shoshana Bart, to Shlomo Gallor, both of
Dallas. Parents are Rivka & Rabbi Evan Bart of Richmond. Mazal
Tov as well to Uncle Jonathan.
 Eliana & Merric Srour on the birth of their son, Nathan (Nissim)
David Srour. Mazal Tov to the grandparents, Nino & Joyce
Dworsky-Srour, Ingrid & David Edery and to all the aunts and
uncles: Brenah & Avi Siegel, Malka & Gabi Hasson, and Josh
Edery.

Shabbos Schedule
Limited Minyanim are now taking place at YISE under Montgomery
County’s Phase 2 guidelines. All Minyanim require advance registration
and confirmation. If you are interested in attending Minyanim and have
not already registered, please go to https://www.yise.org/minyan If you
are registered for a Minyan and are unable to attend at that time, please
do not go to a different Minyan. If you have any questions, please contact
minyan@yise.org

Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 4:33
• Mincha: 12:45, 4:25, 4:20 (Sephardi)
If you Daven Kabbalos Shabbos prior to Shkia (4:51 PM), it is
preferable to Daven Mincha prior to Plag (3:52 PM).
Kiddush should not be said before the end of the Fast of Asara
B’Teves at 5:36 PM.

Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:20, 9:00, 9:30, 8:30 (Sephardi)
• Mincha: 2:00, 3:30, 3:50 (Sephardi)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 5:37

COVID-19 Updates
 Outdoor Minyan - If you are interested in a Shabbos morning
outdoor Minyan without a tent, subject to weather conditions,
please email Ari Elias-Bachrach at outdoor@yise.org
 Advance registration for Minyanim is required and space is
limited. Go to https://www.yise.org/minyan to register. If you have
changes to your original registration form, please send an email to
minyan@yise.org with details.
 The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return
our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we
navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals
and as a community.

YISE Youth Announcements
Dor L’Dor - Motzei Shabbos, January 9, 7:15 PM. Parsha, pizza,
prizes and more - but this year virtual! Register by Friday,
January 8 at https://yise.org/dorldor If you have any questions or
would like to sponsor, please contact Michael Shimoff at
mshimoff@yise.org See flyer for details.

Weekday Shiurim

Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list and
updated times, go to:
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed by a
15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Sunday through Friday 8:30 AM Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed by a
15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:30 PM Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual selfimprovement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now studying Sefer
Yehoshua,Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.
 GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men and Women
- Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM
 Unraveling the Navi with Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Zoom B.
 Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays at
10:00 AM, Zoom F.
 Rabbi Yonatan Zakem’s Shiur for men & women, Pearls of Prayer,
exploring the depth and meaning of our daily prayers.
Sunday evenings, Sundays at 7:30 PM, Zoom I.
 GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 8:15
PM - 9:15 PM (except as noted). For more info. contact Rabbi Hillel
Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.
 For Men & Women - Zoom C (except as noted):
 Mondays: (for men only) Rabbi H. Shaps, On the Same Page
Gemara, Zoom B.
 Tuesdays: Rabbi Winter - Torah Topics
 Wednesdays: Rabbi Grossman - Reading Responsa
 Thursdays: Rabbi Grossman - Parshas Hashavua, 9:00 PM
 For Women - Zoom D:
 Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Parsha Journeys
 Tuesdays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Bereishis in-Depth
 Semichat Chaver Program, Tuesdays at 9:00 PM with Rabbi
Hillel Shaps. For more information, please contact Rabbi Hillel
Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org
 The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s Shiur
on Daily Halachos for men & women, Tuesdays 9:15 AM, Zoom E.
 Rabbi Yitzchak Scher's Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays,
1:30 PM, “A Second Look-Stories in the Torah from a Deeper
Perspective”, Zoom H.
 Rabbi Moshe Arzouan's Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, learning
Maseches Gittin on Wednesday evenings, 8:00 PM, Zoom G.
Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting ID,
or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password:
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019
Zoom B: ID: 349 754 2180, password GWCK
Zoom C: ID: 746 455 2195, password GWCK
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter
Zoom E: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613
Zoom F: ID: 978 8156 7874, password RabbiHyatt
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz
Zoom H: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079
Zoom I: ID: 269 840 3648, password online Pearls, phone 621690

YISE Programs and Listings
Welcome new members voted in this week at the latest board meeting: Esther & Rabbi Shmuel Leigh.
Grocery Drive for Holy Cross Hospital - YISE is happy to join with the other Shuls in the area in providing much-needed food for Holy Cross
Hospital employees in need, and will be making its contributions in the month of January. See the attached flyer or go to
https://wp.yise.org/grocery for details on donating through PayPal, or directly with non-perishable items. It is important that we support those
hospital employees in their time of need, when they are the ones who often provide for us in our times of need.
Rebuilding Our Walls: Chanukah, Asara B'Teves, and Protecting Our Inner Sanctity - A Shiur for Women given by Rebbetzin Atara
Rosenbaum. Recording is available at https://wp.yise.org/rebuilding
Ask The Rabbi! Come join our new virtual, interactive monthly program featuring different Halachos of Shabbos! Recording of the first Shiur,
“Warming up food on Shabbos,” is available at www.yise.org/ask-the-rabbi For more information, contact Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517.
Come Join Rabbi Koss’s Monthly Jewish History class - now on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed
Committee: Rabbi Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, January 4, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more
information, contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com
Camp Shomrai is back for another fun-filled summer with programming for children in preschool through ninth grade! Camp runs from July 5th
through August 13th. For more information or to register online, visit our website at https://campshomrai.org
UPDATE: Learning to live with COVID-19 - Motzei Shabbos, January 23, 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM on Zoom - Meeting ID: 878 2795 1873,
password 699427. Organized by Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and YISE. See flyer for details.
Go Social! Want to reconnect with Shul friends you lost touch with these past COVID-19 months? We’re missing our Shul buddies as well!
YISE’s Social Committee wants your energy to help lead new (Zoom interactive, of course) programs. Sahra Ginsburg sahra@ginsburg.cc Sharon
Shimoff sharonshimoff@gmail.com and Max Rudmann max.rudmann1@gmail.com are waiting to hear from you.
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical crises. We
are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., contact:
Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com
The Rachel Bassan Horwitz Fund is used for medical needs in our area, elsewhere in the US, and in Israel. In order to continue this muchneeded medical fund, your financial help is needed! Tax-deductible contributions may be made payable to: YISE Charity SPECIAL Fund, c/o
Norma Burdett, 11720 Lovejoy St., Silver Spring, MD 20902. Earmark: Bassan Fund. For more info: Norma Burdett, 301-593-5964 or Pearl
Bassan, 301-649-3137.
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur

During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis.
Our current limited ability to Daven with a Minyan and to say Kaddish is difficult and a challenge. However, sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah
learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any
other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not available.
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):
 Daily Morning (Sunday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
 Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Chumash Navi Shiur for Women
 Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning
2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The Pre-Shabbos Drasha video is available for sponsorship at $54.
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support.

Thank you to this past week’s Shiurim sponsors:
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha and Halacha Shiur
 Judy & David Marwick in memory of Morris Altman, a long-time friend of the Spector family, whose Yahrzeit was 7 Teves.
 Bobbi & Jules Meisler to commemorate the Yahrzeit of Bobbi’s uncle, Morris Altman, Moshe ben Mordechai, Z”L.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Mussar Shiur
 Diana & Dr. Leonard Ruchelman in honor of our great-grandson’s Bar Mitzvah, Shmuel Tzvi Prero, son of Rabbi Eliyahu Prero and Adina
Shaps Prero.
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur
 Esther & David Hornestay on the occasion of the 50th Yahrzeit of David’s father, Abraham Hornestay, Avraham Aryeh ben Chayim Shlomo
HaKohen, A”H.
 David Jaray for a Refuah Sheleima for Rabbi Hyatt and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend the Shiur.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
 Esther & David Hornestay on the occasion of the 50th Yahrzeit of David’s father, Abraham Hornestay, Avraham Aryeh ben Chayim Shlomo
HaKohen, A”H.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Erev Shabbos Parsha Drasha
 Sponsored anonymously in honor and in gratitude to all of our dedicated Gabbaim.

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names
(anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org: Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary
date, name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts based on the date of the event.
 Barbara Price and family wish a Happy Healthy Birthday to Simi Franco, ( עד מאה ועשרים שנהTuesday, December 29)

Community Programs & Listings

The Silent Struggle: Increasing Our Awareness of and Sensitivity to Infertility, Pregnancy Loss and Mikvah - Tuesday, January 12, 8:00 PM on
Zoom, for women only. A panel discussion sponsored by the Robin Niman Mikvah Education Fund, a project of the Mikvah Emunah Society. Speakers
include Aimee Baron, MD, Rebbetzin Elisheva Levitt, Rebbetzin Rachie Reingold, and moderator Karen Wasserstein, PsyD.
Franco Foundation End-of-year Appeal - COVID-19 has increased financial insecurity by families and individuals in our community. Since it was
launched 23 years ago, the Franco Foundation has been helping, in communities across the Greater Washington region, hundreds of individuals and
families in very tight circumstances, unemployed, facing eviction, or otherwise unable to make ends meet. 100 percent of your donation goes to those in
need. Please send your donations to The Franco Foundation, 613 Bromley Street, Silver Spring, MD 20902 or use PayPal to
thefrancofoundation@gmail.com
Don’t Forget the Eruv! Help keep the Eruv up in the October 2020 - September 2021 operating year. Donations pay for weekly inspection and repairs, as
well as for longer-term maintenance and improvements. The requested donation is $54 per household, but smaller and larger amounts are gratefully
accepted. SSEA is a 501(c)(3) organization, and contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. To donate, use the SSEA “Donate” button
at https://wp.yise.org/community-resources/eruv-info or mail a check to SSEA and mail it to 707 Lamberton Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20902. Questions?
Email SilverSpringEruv@gmail.com On behalf of the entire community, thank you!
Mikvah Emunah Society - Your membership support of the Mikvah Emunah Society is more important than ever to maintain our important work. User
fees alone do not cover the cost of running the beautiful Wallerstein Mikvah. Your membership contribution of $360, or just $30 a month, ensures that we
have funds to keep a safe environment for women to feel secure, especially during the pandemic, hire and train knowledgeable and kind staff members,
maintain our state-of-the-art facilities and equipment, provide a clean and welcoming environment for all and run educational programs. The $360
membership level is what MES has determined best meets our financial requirements, but all donations are appreciated. Please respond today by sending a
check to Mikvah Emunah Society of Greater Washington, P.O. Box 1714, Silver Spring, MD 20915, or donate online at
https://www.mikvahemunah.com/membership.html
Yad Yehuda - Unfortunately, many individuals and families across the Greater Washington Jewish community are facing the twin challenges of financial
and food insecurity. The scope of this need has grown exponentially during the current COVID-19 crisis. We receive new requests for assistance each
week. With the help of Hashem, Yad Yehuda answers these requests through our Emergency Financial Assistance and Tomchei Shabbos Programs and
through The Capital Kosher Pantry.Please consider making an additional year-end contribution, by visiting www.yadyehuda.org/donate
The Yad Yehuda Clothing Exchange will be open to all members of the community this Sunday, December 27, 10:00 AM - 12 Noon. We have a lot of
coats for all sizes! This is your opportunity to shop, at no cost, for beautiful, modest clothing in our well-equipped showroom. Shoppers must be in good
health, not have been in contact with someone who tested positive for Covid, wear masks and maintain social distancing. As we cannot accommodate
walk-ins at this time, please schedule an appointment at https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fhBnGaaLIgwaEUT4rDFUwdVKGz1_U9CeOYDf_A10iY/edit For questions or to schedule an appointment on another day: ncarmel@yadyehuda.org
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, December 30, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at vppr@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671
Penetrating Thoughts and Practical Perspectives - Thoughts on life, Torah and Middos. Based on Michtav M’Eliyahu, from Rav Eliyahu Dessler, Z”L.
Mondays, 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, with Rabbi Yitzchak Scher. Zoom - Meeting ID: 736 4190 7086, Passcode: torah. Presented by YGW Kollel Zichron
Amram. For more information, contact Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392.
Journey to Virtue: Self-Development through Jewish Study - Wednesdays, 8:00 PM on Zoom. Discover the great wisdom of the Jewish
tradition to help you reach your full potential, enhance your relationships, and live life with greater meaning! Presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps. The
journey continues. Join any time! No cost. Zoom info and registration at linksgw.org/classes
Remote Night Shiurim from YGW - Sunday 8:30 PM - 9:15 PM, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate; Monday/Wednesday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi
Ahron Lopiansky; Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold. Register at
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/1715843153121/WN_n6jNGqUpTpCN6ikCabUutA
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone interested may
email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM.
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.”
Kemp Mill Village is providing friendly phone calls and limited deliveries during the pandemic. Call 1-833-KMV-20902 to request service or to
volunteer. See kempmillvillage.org for more information.
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com
Friday, January 1
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
New Year’s Day
December 27
December 28
December 29
December 30
December 31
Limited Minyanim will take place at YISE next week, advance registration and confirmation required. You are encouraged to Daven at home
at the same time as a Minyan at YISE. Shacharis: Sunday/Friday 6:30 AM/7:30 AM/8:45 AM;
Monday through Thursday 6:30 AM/7:00 AM/8:45 AM. Mincha/Maariv: Sunday - Thursday: 4:45 PM.
Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 6:01 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:30 AM, Latest Netz: 7:28 AM, Latest Krias Shema: 9:47 AM,
Earliest Mincha: 12:43 PM, Earliest Shkia: 4:52 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim: 5:42 PM

The Week Ahead

Next Shabbos
January 1 - 2, 2021 - 18 Teves 5781
Parshas Vayechi
Light Candles: 4:38
Havdalah: 5:42

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, December 30 at 12:00 Noon
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org
Office Phone: 301-593-4465 Office Fax: 301-593-2330
Eruv line: 301-593-5561 E-Mail: office@yise.org Website: www.yise.org
Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday - Closed
Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Yale Ginsburg - President
Simi Franco - Office Manager

YISE GROCERY DRIVE
to benefit Holy Cross Hospital
employees in need
Donate to YISE via PayPal at
https://wp.yise.org/grocery
and/or
Drop off shelf-stable food donations at the
Ginsburg home (11700 Fulham Street) by
Sunday, January 24.
Questions? Email social@yise.org

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah Presents

DOR L’DOR

Family Chevrusah-Style Learning - The Same Usual Motzei
Shabbos Fun, but This Year Virtual!
x

x
x

Delicious Pizza - delivered to homes within Kemp
Mill for children ages Pre-K - 6th grade
Interac ve online discussions
Raﬄe of exci ng prizes

5781 Motzei Shabbos Times:
November 7 — 7:00 pm
November 14 — 7:00 pm
December 5 — 7:00 pm
December 19 — 7:00 pm
January 9 — 7:15 pm
January 30 — 7:30 pm
February 6 — 7:30 pm
February 20 — 7:45 pm
March 6 — 8:00pm
Register your family at
https://yise.org/dorldor
Must register your children prior to
each event by that Friday at 10am
To sponsor this program, please
contact Michael Shimoff at
mshimoff@yise.org

 
  
<9'**<<626(,%<  </2<4/+<6'+<4<9</-6'-7<6/<#%&6<
6&'4<1-+'<73'-%<6&<'+1*+,66'0-<0 <8'-4< 6<-<
:12(-<%(.<4(,<6&<0762)<0 <6&<(44<2<(+1208(-%<
+4724<6),<60<128-6<(%-04<-<626<(6<6<("2-6<46%4<
<1-*</!<:1264<9'**<'4744<
5 6#%6,%,6'6
6%6.61*'/,6.,.,6/,6.'
%.6%6.*.6.
5 &,6 &6.+.$&.,6'2+6.6),.66$'&.,6&63.
"4,6
5 (36 "+&6+6.646.62 +0-6&6(36.46,)+6 .
5 .6*,**,6*6,'1*%6'/.6*"46#*!*,6'

6%6.,6.*.,


; 0-*<(4*2< < ')$,$$,,!$ 
*$,$, )
; /5$< 63< <% ,% , %)$,$$$,+
%, , ', $%
; 8-< (5&2< <%"( &, %%%#,

 
 
 

 


  



+'"56 46"$0+6 (%"&6(6 +.+6, "'.('6'6(1'6 ,+%6
 (&+"6&0' 6(,*(',(+646&*6"%%64'(06"%2+6*+"'6
3"- 6'/+6!#%-6 +6 /)+!6)6"%2+6*+#'6)0/ 6 -/6 +36
('+/#('6'6!66 (6#%2+6*+#'6

Likutei Divrei Torah
Gleanings of Divrei Torah on Parashat Hashavuah
via the Internet
Volume 27, Issue 11

Sponsored by Saadia & Lily Greenberg
and Bryna & Paul Epstein of Rechovot, Israel,
on the occasion of the yahrzeit of Bryna and Saadia’s father,
Rabbi Meyer Greenberg, z”l
(Harav Meir ben Aharon Mordechai Halevi)

Shabbat Parashat Vayigash

Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l
The Unexpected Leader - I was once present when
the great historian of Islam, Bernard Lewis, was
asked to predict the course of events in the Middle
East. He replied, “I’m a historian, so I only make
predictions about the past. What is more, I am a
retired historian, so even my past is passé.”
Predictions are impossible in the affairs of living,
breathing human beings because we are free and
there is no way of knowing in advance how an
individual will react to the great challenges of their
life.
If one thing has seemed clear throughout the last
third of Genesis, it is that Joseph will emerge as the
archetypal leader. He is the central character of the
story, and his dreams and the shifting circumstances
of his fate all point in that direction. Least likely as a
candidate for leadership is Judah, the man who
proposed selling Joseph as a slave, whom we next
see separated from his brothers, living among the
Canaanites, intermarried with them, losing two of his
sons because of sin, and having sexual relations with
a woman he takes to be a prostitute. The chapter in
which this is described begins with the phrase, “At
that time Judah went down from among his
brothers”. The commentators take this to indicate
Judah’s moral decline. At this point in the story, we
may have no doubt who will lead and who will
follow.
Yet history turned out otherwise. Joseph’s
descendants, the tribes of Ephraim and Menashe,
disappeared from the pages of history after the
Assyrian conquest in 722 BCE, while Judah’s
descendants, starting with David, became kings. The
tribe of Judah survived the Babylonian conquest, and
it is Judah whose name we bear as a people. We are
Yehudim, “Jews.” This week’s parsha of Vayigash
explains why.
Already in last week’s parsha we began to see
Judah’s leadership qualities. The family had reached
deadlock. They desperately needed food, but they
knew that the Egyptian viceroy had insisted that they
bring their brother Benjamin with them, and Jacob
refused to let this happen. His beloved wife Rachel’s
first son (Joseph) was already lost to him, and he
was not about to let the other, Benjamin, be taken on
a hazardous journey. Reuben, in keeping with his
unstable character, made an absurd suggestion: “Kill
my two sons if I do not bring Benjamin back safely.”
In the end it was Judah, with his quiet authority – “I
myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me
personally responsible for him” – who persuaded
Jacob to let Benjamin go with them.
Now, as the brothers attempt to leave Egypt, and
return home, the nightmare scenario has unfolded.
Benjamin has been found with the viceroy’s silver
cup in his possession. The official delivers his
verdict. Benjamin is to be held as a slave. The other
brothers can go free. This is the moment when Judah
steps forward and makes a speech that changes

By Rene and Rami Isser
in loving memory of
Yehudah Ben Gedaliah David, a”h (12th of Tevet)
and Chaim Ben Yehudah, a”h (17th of Tevet)
Rene's grandfather and Rene's father

history. He speaks eloquently about their father’s
grief at the loss of one of Rachel’s sons. If he loses
the other, he will die of grief. I, says Judah,
personally guaranteed his safe return. He concludes:
“Now then, please let your servant remain here as
my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the boy
return with his brothers. How can I go back to my
father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me
see the misery that it would bring my father.”
No sooner has he said these words than Joseph,
overcome with emotion, reveals his identity and the
whole elaborate drama reaches closure. What is
happening here and how does it have a bearing on
leadership?
The Sages articulated a principle: “Where penitents
stand even the perfectly righteous cannot stand.” The
Talmud brings a prooftext from Isaiah: “Peace,
peace, to those far and near” placing the far (the
penitent sinner) before the near (the perfectly
righteous). However, almost certainly the real source
is here in the story of Joseph and Judah. Joseph is
known to tradition as ha-tzaddik, the righteous one.
Judah, as we will see, is a penitent. Joseph became
“second to the king.” Judah, however, became the
ancestor of kings. Hence, where penitents stand even
the perfectly righteous cannot stand.
Judah is the first person in the Torah to achieve
perfect repentance (teshuvah gemurah), defined by
the Sages as when you find yourself in a situation
where it is likely you will be tempted to repeat an
earlier sin, but you are able to resist because you are
now a changed person.
Many years before Judah was responsible for
Joseph being sold as a slave: Judah said to his
brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother
and cover up his blood? Come, let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all,
he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His
brothers agreed.
Now, faced with the similar prospect of leaving
Benjamin as a slave, he has a very different
response. He says, “Let me stay as a slave and let my
brother go free.” That is perfect repentance, and it is
what prompts Joseph to reveal his identity and
forgive his brothers.
The Torah had already hinted at the change in
Judah’s character in an earlier chapter. Having
accused his daughter-in-law Tamar of becoming
pregnant by a forbidden sexual relationship, he is
confronted by her with evidence that he himself is
the father of the child, and his response is to
immediately declare: “She is more righteous than I”.
This is the first time in the Torah we see a character
admit that he is wrong. If Judah was the first
penitent, it was Tamar – mother of Perez from whom
King David was descended – who was ultimately
responsible.
Perhaps Judah’s future was already implicit in his
name, for though the verb le-hodot from which it is
derived means “to thank” (Leah called her fourth son
Judah saying, “This time I will thank the Lord,” ), it
is also related to the verb le-hitvadot, which means
“to admit or “to confess” – and confession is,
according to the Rambam, the core of the command
to repent.
Leaders make mistakes. That is an occupational
hazard of the role. Managers follow the rules, but
leaders find themselves in situations for which there
are no rules. Do you declare a war in which people
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will die, or do you refrain from doing so at the risk
of letting your enemy grow stronger with the result
that more will die later? That was the dilemma faced
by Chamberlain in 1939, and it was only some time
later that it became clear that he was wrong and
Churchill right.
But leaders are also human, and their mistakes
often have nothing to do with leadership and
everything to do with human weakness and
temptation. The sexual misconduct of John F.
Kennedy, Bill Clinton and many other leaders has
undoubtably been less than perfect. Does this affect
our judgment of them as leaders or not? Judaism
suggests it should. The prophet Nathan was
unsparing of King David for consorting with another
man’s wife. But Judaism also takes note of what
happens next.
What matters, suggests the Torah, is that you repent
– you recognise and admit your wrongdoings, and
you change as a result. As Rav Soloveitchik pointed
out, both Saul and David, Israel’s first two kings,
sinned. Both were reprimanded by a Prophet. Both
said chattati, “I have sinned”. But their fates were
radically different. Saul lost the throne, David did
not. The reason, said the Rav, was that David
confessed immediately. Saul prevaricated and made
excuses before admitting his sin.
The stories of Judah, and of his descendant David,
tell us that what marks a leader is not necessarily
perfect righteousness. It is the ability to admit
mistakes, to learn from them and grow from them.
The Judah we see at the beginning of the story is not
the man we see at the end, just as the Moses we see
at the Burning Bush – stammering, hesitant – is not
the mighty hero we see at the end, “his sight
undimmed, his natural energy unabated.”
A leader is one who, though they may stumble and
fall, arises more honest, humble and courageous than
they were before.
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
“And Joseph could not hold himself back in front of
all who were standing around him… And Joseph
said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph; Is my father still
alive?’” Why does Joseph suddenly wake up to his
familial ties and reveal himself as the long-lost son
and brother? Apparently, he was inspired by Judah’s
stirring speech which opens our Torah reading of
Vayigash. How did Judah strike such a responsive
chord in a Joseph whose heart had previously been
so impervious to filial and sibling sensitivity? I
believe that the crucial phase is, “because your
servant guaranteed my father that I would serve as a
surety for the youth”; Judah informs Joseph that he
is an arev, a co-signer, a stand-in for Benjamin.
This concept is quite radical for these warring
siblings and resonates in subsequent Jewish legal
and ethical literature in the axiom that “all Israel are
co-signers (or sureties) for each other.”
Joseph was born into a family of jealousy and
hatred. The six sons of Leah, the “hated” wife who
had been forced upon Jacob under false pretenses,
refused to recognize the beloved wife Rachel’s son
as a legitimate brother; hence the 17-year-old Joseph
had no recourse but to find his companionship with
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the younger brothers, and compensated by
“shepherding” his siblings, the sons of Leah, acting
the big shot, and reporting all their foibles to his
adoring father.
Joseph always refers to his siblings as his brothers,
but they never refer to him as “brother”: “And he
[Joseph] said, I am seeking my brothers… and
Joseph went after his brothers… And they saw him
from afar. The men said, each one to his brother,
behold, that master of dreams is coming, let us kill
him and throw him in one of the pits and say that an
evil animal devoured him”.
The young Joseph was desperately seeking a
brotherly relationship with his siblings – but he was
constantly rebuffed. When he tried to overcome their
rejection of him by recounting his (perhaps
compensatory) dreams of grandeur, it only caused
them to hate him even more.
Even Reuben, who attempts to rescue Joseph, never
calls him “brother,” only referring to “him” as a
pronoun. It is only Judah who refers to him as a
brother, but since he is desirous of making a profit
by selling him as a slave, the use of the term may be
ironic: “What profit have we in killing our brother?
Let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, for he is our
brother, our flesh”.
As the story progresses, the lack of brotherliness
towards the sons of Rachel is emphasized even
more: “And the ten brothers of Joseph [they felt
towards each other as brothers] went down to Egypt
to purchase grain, but Jacob did not send Benjamin,
brother of Joseph” (but not the brother of the other
10).
And when the sons of Jacob stand before the Grand
Vizier, the Bible stresses the inequality in their
relationship with a ringing declaration, pregnant with
a double meaning, “Joseph recognized his brothers
[their identity as well as a sibling relationship to
them], but they did not recognize him”.
The Hebrew word ah (brother) means to be tied
together, the verb ahot meaning to sew or to stitch,
even, if you will, to patch up. It derives from a sense
of unity, oneness (ehad, ahdut) which comes from
the understanding of having emanated from one
father.
Since the source of their unity is their common
father; they should not want to cause pain to each
other and certainly not to their father. Apparently, the
hatred of the 10 brothers for Joseph even
overwhelmed their filial concern for their father’s
welfare – and so they seemingly had no difficulty in
telling Jacob that his beloved Joseph had been torn
apart by a wild animal! When Judah declares to their
father Jacob that he will stand as surety for
Benjamin, he is expressing his newfound recognition
that this youngest son of Rachel is truly an ah, a
brother, an inextricable part of him, Judah, even
though he was born of a different mother. When he
tells the Grand Vizier that he is willing to be a slave
instead of Benjamin – so that this son of Rachel may
be restored to his loving father in order to save Jacob
further pain – he is demonstrating the bond of
ultimate unity between siblings, and between them
and their father. This is ahva (brotherliness) and
ahdut (unity) which creates an indissoluble bond
(hibur, haverut, profound attachment). It is at this
point of Judah’s self-sacrifice for Rachel’s youngest
son that Joseph recognizes his brothers’ repentance
and is ready to forgive and reunite with them.
The prophet Ezekiel provides the ultimate vision of
a united Israel when he is told by God to take one
stick and write upon it “For Judah and the children
of Israel his friends” (haver, hibur, bond), and to take
another stick and write upon it, “for Joseph, the stick
of Ephraim and the entire house of Israel his friend,”
and to join both sticks so that they are united in his
hand. This is the Jewish goal, learned from Judah,
when every Israelite sees themselves as a co-signer
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(surety) for every other Israelite for the greater glory
of our common Father in heaven.
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb
Wagons, Calves, and Responsibility - I have been
blessed with many fine teachers. She was one of the
best. Her name was Mrs. Lachmann. I no longer
recall her first name. She taught an advanced course
in world literature at the college I attended, and she
insisted that we call her Mrs. Lachmann, although,
as I later discovered, she had earned a doctorate with
honors at a very prestigious European university
The course was an elective, and I was motivated to
take it because of my fondness for literature, which I
developed quite early in my childhood. I was already
familiar with some of the authors of our assigned
readings, all of whom were 19th century Russian or
German writers, and assumed that the course would
be an easy one for me.
I was a philosophy major then and was particularly
impressed by her assertion, in the very first class
session, that great literature is an important source of
philosophical ideas. In fact, she insisted that a work
of literature bereft of philosophical lessons could not
qualify as great literature.
As the course progressed, two things became
apparent. First of all, it was not going to be nearly as
easy a course as I had anticipated. Furthermore, it
was not philosophy in general that was her sine qua
non for great literature. It was one specific concept
that mattered so much to her. That was the concept
of ethical responsibility.
I can still hear her, with her central European
accent, making the case that great writers of fiction
portray their characters in light of whether or not
they meet their responsibilities.
“Several central questions are posed in all works of
literature,” she would say. She would then proceed to
list those questions: “How do the heroes or villains
of the novel define their responsibilities? Do they
consider the long-term consequences of their
actions? Do they feel accountable to others? To what
degree is their sense of responsibility central to their
personalities?”
She would quote the words of Fyodor Dostoevsky,
who wrote The Brothers Karamazov, which was, in
her opinion, the greatest novel of all time: “We are
all responsible for all… for all men before all, and I
more than all the others.”
I remember her remark at the end of her final
lecture: “The theme of all great literature is the
theme of responsibility.”
Over the years, I have come to realize that Mrs.
Lachmann’s insight applies even more to biblical
literature. Indeed, I am convinced that the theme of
personal responsibility is the core theme of Sefer
Bereshit, the Book of Genesis.
One example of the theme of responsibility can be
found in a verse in Vayigash, as explicated by Rashi.
Joseph finally revealed himself to his brothers.
They journeyed back to Canaan and informed Jacob
that Joseph is still alive. Initially, Jacob did not
believe them. The verse then reads: “But when they
recounted all that Joseph had said to them, and when
he saw the wagons [Hebrew: agalot] that Joseph had
sent to transport him, the spirit of their father Jacob
revived. ‘Enough!’ said Israel. ‘My son Joseph is
still alive! I must go and see him before I die.'”
Rashi tells us that these wagons were a sign sent by
Joseph to Jacob, recalling the subject of their learned
conversation when they first parted ways so long
ago. That subject is the ritual of the “calf [Hebrew
egla] with a broken neck,” in Deuteronomy 21.
Joseph was apparently confident that Jacob would
see the connection between the word for wagons,
agalot, and the word for calf, egla.
The reader of Rashi’s words cannot help but ask
with astonishment: Is this some game, some bizarre

wordplay? Agala calls to mind egla? What
connection can there be between the ritual of the calf
and Jacob’s parting words of instruction to Joseph
before sending him off on his mission to his
brothers, never to see him again until this moment?
To answer this question, we must reflect upon the
meaning of the ritual of the “calf with a broken
neck.”. It is a ritual that is performed by the elders of
the city nearest to a discovered murdered corpse,
whose murderer is unknown. The elders must wash
their hands over the calf whose neck was broken and
declare that they did not shed this blood.
The Mishnah asks, “Can we possibly suspect the
elders of the city of murder?” The Mishnah answers
that they must declare that they did not allow the
victim to pass through their city unfed, nor did they
allow him to be part their city without escorting him
along his way.
The early 17th century commentator Kli Yakar
understands this to mean that the elders must declare
that they treated the victim decently and humanely.
Had they not done so, they would be, however
indirectly, responsible for the murder. Their failure to
treat their fellow properly would render them
responsible for his tragic end. The theme of
responsibility for the long-term consequences of
one’s interactions is the dominant theme of this
ritual… This is the nature of responsibility. The
elders are not suspected of actual murder. But if they
treat their guests improperly, they set in motion a
process by which those guests are dehumanized,
becoming easy prey to malicious persons. That is
how far the demands of responsibility extend.
When Jacob sent Joseph on his dangerous mission,
continues Kli Yakar, he escorted Joseph part of the
way. By doing so, he was teaching Joseph the lesson
of the “calf with a broken neck,” the lesson of the
importance of escorting the traveler, thus
demonstrating the human value of that traveler.
Joseph signaled to his father that he learned that
lesson well and knew the responsibility entailed in
dealing with one’s fellow.
Jacob realized that it was Joseph who personally
had a hand in sending the wagons of Pharaoh,
thereby escorting his brothers part of the way back to
Canaan. Jacob took note of those wagons and
therefore knew that Joseph had learned that a minor
gesture of considerate behavior to others may have
long-term consequences. He signaled that he had
learned the crucial importance of taking
responsibility for all one’s actions, however
insignificant they may appear. And so, “The spirit of
their father Jacob revived.”
Agalot and egla are not just words in a linguistic
game. Rather, they allude to the profound lesson
about personal responsibility, which is the basis of
the requirement of the elders to proclaim their
innocence of murder.
The reunion of Jacob and Joseph contains the
implicit theme of which Mrs. Lachmann spoke with
such lasting impact so many years ago.
Recall the questions that Mrs. Lachmann listed.
“How do the heroes or villains of the novel define
their responsibilities?” Joseph defines his
responsibilities in terms of the need to be sensitive to
other human beings.
“Do they consider the long-term consequences of
their actions?” Joseph certainly does.
“Do they feel accountable to others?” Again, Joseph
can answer with a resounding “Yes.”
“To what degree is their sense of responsibility
central to their personalities?” Joseph demonstrated
that his sense of responsibility was part of his very
essence.
If, as Mrs. Lachmann contended, a profound sense
of responsibility is the test of the true hero, Joseph
certainly passed that test. [Excerpted]

To provide greater exposure to primary Israeli news sources and opinions in order to become better informed on the issues,
and to gain a better understanding of the wide range of perspectives that exist in Israeli society and politics.

Issue 1239 • December 25, 2020 • 10 Tevet 5781
CHANNEL 12 POLL (Ha’aretz 12/22/20)
Current Knesset
Likud
36
Yesh Atid / Telem
17
Joint List (Arab)
15
Blue and White
14
Shas
9
United Torah Judaism
7
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7
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5
Labor
3
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3
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1
Jewish Home
1
New Hope
0
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BENNETT DECLARES RUN FOR PRIME MINISTER (Arutz-7 12/23/20)
Yamina Chair Naftali Bennett announced Wednesday evening that he
intends to run for prime minister.
"At the end of March, at the height of the first wave, I submitted a plan to
Netanyahu to fight the coronavirus without paralyzing the economy so that
we would not have to impose lockdowns all the time. Netanyahu chose to
shelve the plan, his motives with him and we were dragged into the lockdown
concept," Bennett said.
"Netanyahu has many merits, but in the moment of truth when we needed
him most, he was simply not there. We must thank him for his years of
service, but we must move on. This is also not the time for more parties to
rise just to say 'who is not' instead instead of charting a path of 'what is.'"
Announcing he intended to run for PM, he said his government would focus
on "gaining control over Covid, rebuilding livelihoods, and uniting the nation."
"I will invite to the government all the parties that support a Jewish and
democratic State of Israel, that are ready to set aside for a moment the
disagreements, to get Israel out of the mud."
BLASTING PM, LIKUD MINISTER ZE'EV ELKIN BOLTS PARTY TO JOIN
SA'AR (YNet 12/23/20)
Likud Higher Education Minister Ze'ev Elkin on Tuesday announced he is
leaving his party to join Gideon Sa'ar's "New Hope" party for the March
elections, slamming Prime Minister Netanyahu on his way out.
"You have destroyed the Likud," said Elkin, who has been a close ally of the
prime minister, adding will resign his Knesset seat on Thursday.
In response to Elkin's comments, Sa'ar called him a man of integrity and said
he would be his second in command in the new party.
Elkin said he was making the move with a heavy heart but with confidence
that this was the right and responsible thing to do.
Addressing his words directly to Netanyahu, Elkin said the Likud had become
a cult of personality, a Byzantine court with people pandering to the leader
out of fear. "Your whims and those of your close associates have overtaken
the decision-making process with critical ramifications to the country and its
citizens," Elkin said.
"As someone who has been observing this from up close, I am more and
more concerned. My trust in you and your intentions has increasingly eroded
as your personal considerations have come before those of the nation," the
minister said.

AMIR PERETZ STEPPING DOWN AS LABOR LEADER AHEAD OF
ELECTIONS (YNet 12/23/20)
Economy Minister Amir Peretz announced Wednesday that he is stepping
down as Labor Party leader, after recent polls predicted the party will not
pass the threshold to win any Knesset seats in the upcoming elections.
Peretz’s announcement comes as Israel heads into its fourth elections in two
years, triggered when the Knesset failed to approve a state budget by
midnight Tuesday and the automatically dissolved.
"Out of a sense of responsibility, I announce that in the upcoming elections I
will not lead the Labor Party and I will not be at the top of the list for the
Knesset,” wrote Peretz on his Facebook page. "At this time the Labor Party
must undergo a renewal and elect a new chair and a new leadership.”
The past decade has seen the once ruling party plummet in popularity and
relevance, and it currently has just three members of Knesset - Peretz,
Welfare Minister Itzik Shmuli and MK Merav Michaeli.
Peretz, who recently announced he would run for president to replace
Reuven Rivlin in June, said he rejected the possibility of joining Benny
Gantz's Blue & White party "out of an understanding that I represent not only
myself but an entire movement that contains excellent people and leaders all
over the country.”
Under Peretz, Labor's reputation suffered a devastating hit, joining forces
with Orly Levi-Abekasis’ struggling Gesher party, only to have her bolt to join
the Likud's right-wing bloc once the March 2020 elections were over.
Peretz also vowed that Labor would not join a government headed by Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, only to later do so with himself and Shmuli as
ministers. Michaeli refused to join the government and effectively became a
member of the opposition.
"I did everything I could in previous election campaigns to bring about a
change of government. But when Benny Gantz made a brave decision during
a global crisis to form a rotation government, I decided to support this move,”
Peretz said.
“We chose a compromise born out of a sober view of the condition of the
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country, the state of Israeli society and a political reality.”
Several leading politicians have already been mentioned as likely candidates
to replace Peretz, Justice Minister Avi Nissenkorn, who is currently a member
of Blue & White, Tel Aviv Mayor Ron Huldai and Yesh Atid MK Ofer Shelah.
LAPID'S ESTRANGED RIGHT-HAND MAN QUITS YESH ATID, FORMS
NEW PARTY AHEAD OF ELECTION (Ha’aretz 12/24/20)
Lawmaker Ofer Shelah announced on Thursday he is leaving Yair Lapid's
Yesh Atid party, which he helped form, to start a new one which will run in
Israel's upcoming election in March.
About two months ago, Shelah declared that he had asked Lapid to hold
primaries for the party leadership, and stated that he intended to run in them.
"When Yesh Atid was established, it was determined that such elections
would be held before the 21st Knesset. Since then, the date has been moved
twice – in secret moves, without the participation of the party's lawmakers or
its activists," Shelah wrote on Facebook.
"In the meantime, eight years have passed and a little more than five
Knessets. Yesh Atid is today a mature and strong movement, with an
excellent group of people. It is time to live up to what we promised," he
added.
"The sad story of Kahol Lavan teaches us that 'just not Bibi' is not enough" to
replace Prime Minister Netanyahu. I told Lapid that without a profound
change Yesh Atid cannot be an alternative. Because of the need to replace
Netanyahu, center-left voters are flocking to those who drafted the nationstate law. The next government must represent a clear path and a worldview
that so many Israelis share. Because of that, I have to leave Yesh Atid. "
Shelah called on anyone "who claims to renew the face of the center-left, to
join me and accept the guidelines I lay before the public today," and
encouraged cooperation between the ultra-Orthodox and the center-left bloc.
He also said he would agree to be a partner in any government that would
bring an end to Netanyahu's rule.
Lapid on his part wished Shelah good luck with his new party and thanked
him for his nine years of cooperation.
Shelah has been friends with Lapid for many years, and the two co-founded
Yesh Atid in 2012. He served as Lapid's political right-hand man, and
concocted various party moves over the years.
In 2015, with the departure of Shai Piron, Shelah became number 2 in the
party and pushed Yesh Atid toward a more left-wing line, including
collaboration with the joint list. He was revolted by the connection with Kahol
Lavan and worked to dismantle it.
In September, Shelah said he wanted to lead the center-left bloc in the next
election. "I went to Yesh Atid because I believed that the governmental
alternative should grow out of it. At the moment, it cannot grow out of it," he
said in an interview with News 13. He added that "Lapid founded this party
but it is not registered in the registry under his name or anyone else’s name."
COVID CZAR: LOCKDOWN WILL LAST BETWEEN 2 WEEKS & 1
MONTH (Arutz-7 12/24/20)
During his visit today to Ziv hospital in Tzfat, the government's coronavirus
project manager, Prof. Nachman Ash, expressed his hope that the
nationwide lockdown due to start next week will be the last one of its kind.
"This short lockdown will take us to a place of far fewer victims, and we will
then be able to restart the economy," Ash said. "I hope that this will be the
last lockdown of its kind. It should last between two weeks and a month," he
added.
'IT'S NOT PAKISTAN,' ISRAELI MINISTER SAYS ABOUT NEXT ASIAN
MUSLIM COUNTRY TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS (Ha’aretz 12/23/20)
Israel is working toward formalizing relations with a fifth Muslim country
during U.S. President Donald Trump's term, which ends next month, an
Israeli minister told Ynet TV on Wednesday.
The White House has brokered rapprochements between Israel and the
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco this year, with Morocco
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hosting an Israeli-U.S. delegation on Tuesday to flesh out the upgrade in
relations.
Asked if a fifth country could sign up before Trump steps down on January
20, Israeli Regional Cooperation Minister Ofir Akunis told Ynet TV: "We are
working in that direction."
"There will be an American announcement about another country that is
going public with the normalization of relations with Israel and, in essence,
with the infrastructure for an accord – a peace accord," he said.
He declined to name the country but said there were two main candidates.
One is in the Gulf, he said, giving Oman as a possibility while adding that
Saudi Arabia is not.
The other candidate, further to the east, is a "Muslim country that is not
small" but is not Pakistan, Akunis said.
Earlier, Adam Boehler, the CEO of the U.S. International Development
Finance Corp., told Bloomberg that Indonesia could get $1 billion to $2 billion
more in development aid if it joins the rush being organized by the Trump
administration in its final days to have Arab and Muslim countries openly
recognize Israel.
“We’re talking to them about it,” Boehler said. “If they’re ready, they’re ready,
and if they are then we’ll be happy to even support more financially than what
we do.”
Over the last several weeks several media outlets have raised the possibility
of normalization talks between Pakistan and Israel. A London-based
Pakistani researcher reported that a senior adviser to Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan secretly visited Israel. At the same time, Israel Hayom
newspaper reported on a secret visit to Israel by a delegation from an Asian
Muslim country with which Israel has no diplomatic ties.
Some media outlets saw a correlation between the two reports, which
triggered a wave of speculation in Pakistan. Khan said a month ago that
Pakistan is being heavily pressured by the United States and another Muslim
country to recognize Israel.
Indonesia, the most populous Muslim country, said last week it would not
recognize Israel as long as Palestinian statehood demands remain unmet.
Palestinians fear the normalization of ties with Israel by of Arab states will
weaken a long-standing pan-Arab position calling for Israeli withdrawal from
occupied territory and acceptance of Palestinian statehood in return for
normal relations with Arab countries.
LEAKED HAMAS CHRISTMAS MEMO CAUSES CHRISTIAN DISMAY IN
GAZA (Israel Hayom 12/24/20)
A leaked Hamas memo showing Gaza's ruling Islamist group wanted to curb
Christmas celebrations among Gaza's Muslim majority has upset the
enclave's tiny Christian community in the run-up to the holiday.
Gaza's Religious Affairs Ministry's document, dated Dec. 15, called for
"activities by the directorate of preaching and spiritual guidance to limit
interaction with Christmas."
The leak went public last weekend, upsetting Palestinian Christians.
"We set an example for the world in not having any sectarian problems,
therefore, we were very upset," said Samer Tarazi, a Christian journalist in
Gaza. He said Christians just wanted life to continue "as normal".
Jerusalem's Greek Orthodox Archbishop, Atallah Hanna, called the memo
"inflammatory", but said it "will not harm our unity and good relations".
Hamas said the reaction was exaggerated and that it only wanted to ensure
Muslims marked Christian holidays in accordance with Islamic law.
"There was never any intention to offend Christians or limit their ability to
celebrate and perform their religious rituals," said Bassem Naim, a Hamas
official.
The ministry, which is tasked with running Gaza's mosques and looking after
Muslim and Christian affairs in the coastal strip, quickly released a statement
saying Christians "have the right to hold their religious celebrations and they
can't be offended or be restricted".
The statement added: "Just as Muslims are commanded to avoid violations
of [Islamic law] on Muslim holidays, it is all the more reason for them to avoid

[such violations] during the holidays of others."
It is rare for religious tensions in Gaza to spill over into the public domain.
While around 1% of the population of the Palestinian Territories as a whole
are Christian, the percentage is small in Gaza, where there are around 1,000
mostly Greek Orthodox Christians among nearly 2 million Muslims.
The Christian community was already upset that celebrations will be limited
because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Gaza Christians cannot make their usual Christmas trips to Bethlehem this
year due to increased COVID-19 travel restrictions imposed by Israel and
Palestinian curbs on movement to prevent the spread of infection.
ISRAEL RANKS NO. 1 IN COVID-19 VACCINE DOSES ADMINISTERED
PER CAPITA (JPost 12/23/20)
Only three days after launching its nationwide coronavirus vaccination
campaign, Israel now ranks first in the world in the number of COVID-19
vaccination doses administered per 100 people, according to official data
collected by Our World in Data and published on Wednesday.
According to the recent data, Israel and the UK outrank other countries by
far, with Israel ranking at 0.83%, followed by the UK with 0.74%. The US is
next with a much lower rank of 0.19%. The world average stands on 0.03%.
As more and more Israelis are getting vaccinated for coronavirus, it seems
like the ongoing endeavors of providing vaccines from different companies
around the world paid off. With doses of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines
already available and with more AstraZeneca vaccines expected to arrive, it
looks like Israel is heading towards a coronavirus-free population, perhaps
sooner than expected.
“Israel is the first country in the world to vaccinate its citizens against the
coronavirus,” Health Minister Yuli Edelstein said on Wednesday, adding that
the country will be “significantly increasing the rate of vaccinations starting
next week.”
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu added that the data reflects the hard
work of the recent months. “We’ve worked endlessly, and now we’re seeing
the results,” he said.
Following reports of long waiting times and various logistical issues with
making appointments to be vaccinated, it seems like the country’s health
funds have repositioned themselves to allow better and more efficient service
as part of the national vaccination effort.
Tami Alkalai, head nurse at Maccabi Health Fund, told N12 that “people are
cooperating. They arrive on time and in an orderly manner,” she said. “We’ve
improved the waiting times ... people will receive a response within seconds,”
she added.
On Wednesday, the Health Ministry announced that starting next week,
hospitals throughout the country will also start administering coronavirus
vaccines, joining clinics run by the country’s health funds in the effort to
vaccinate as many citizens as fast as possible.
Some 65,000 people were vaccinated in Israel on Wednesday, according to
Edelstein, who expressed hope of increasing the pace even further. A total of
140,000 Israelis have been vaccinated so far.
As the pace of providing vaccinations increases, it is estimated that Israel will
soon be administering between 70-80 thousand vaccinations per day.
SCUFFLES BREAK OUT AS ISRAELIS CLAMOR FOR VACCINE IN TEL
AVIV (YNet 12/24/20)
Scuffles broke out between security officers and members of the public at a
Clalit vaccine center in northern Tel Aviv on Thursday, when dozens of
people arrived without booking an appointment to receive the shot, believing
they would be admitted in any event.
Other facilities around Israel also reported long lines, with some people who
have made an appointment unable to receive the vaccine. Clalit is the largest
of Israel's four health maintenance organizations that are currently the only
bodies administering the vaccine in the country.
Daniel Ernest, who arrived at the Clalit facility in Tel Aviv after making an
appointment, decided to go home after seeing the crowds.
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"I arrived here because I had an appointment and they told me the exact
hour to arrive. But I understand that there are people here who think they can
get a shot without making an appointment," he said.
"I also saw people who brought their partner or a friend to the center being
told they can also get the vaccine. So people realized they can come without
an appointment and it is a total mess. I decided to go home since I will not
wait in such a crowd."
Calm prevailed however at a nearby Maccabi HMO vaccination center, where
there were orderly lines and those who did not have an appointment were
taken aside to make one for the next available day.
Dudu Shashoa, who oversees Maccabi facilities in northern Tel Aviv, said
that "we only let in people with an appointment, which could be booked
through the call center or the phone app."
"People here do not have to wait for more than two or three minutes. In the
past few days, we have vaccinated some 2,500 people here."
Shashoa urged anyone planning to turn up without an appointment to not do
so as there would not be enough vaccine doses for them to be inoculated.
A THIRD OF ISRAELI YOUTHS AVOID IDF SERVICE, REPORT FINDS
(YNet 12/17/20)
A growing number of Israeli youth are securing exemptions from IDF service
due to emotional or mental health issues, the Knesset State Control
Committee was informed Wednesday.
Brig. Gen. Amir Vadamni, head of the IDF Personnel Directorate's Planning
and Personnel Management Division, told the committee that "the numbers
of exemptions from military service are going up steadily, reflecting the
Haredi community's growing segment of the population, and the most
worrying data is about the number of exemptions issued for mental health
problems."
In 2018, 7.9% of all potential recruits received exemptions for medical or
mental health reasons. In 2019, that number rose to 9%. The projection for
2020 is that 11.9% of potential recruits this year will have received
exemptions on medical grounds or for reasons of mental health.
Translated into numbers, some 2,000 potential recruits this year were
exempted on physical or mental health grounds before even enlisting. Since
the percentage of exemptions for medical issues has not changed
dramatically, most of the increased exemptions are issued on grounds of
mental health issues.
Vadamni presented an analysis of the data and told the committee that "The
generation of recruits has changed its profile and there is high awareness of
psychological evaluation that was not common in the past, but there is social
[also] social legitimacy for not serving in the IDF. The ethos of service is
being eroded."
In effect, the numbers presented above indicate that one out of every eight
potential recruit in 2020 will have been exempted from military service. This
is in addition to the 16% of potential recruits who claim exemption as yeshiva
students, meaning that one-third of Jewish youths do not enlist in the military.
Of those who do enlist, 11% do not complete their service and are
discharged early
Vadamni stressed that "there is an industry of issuing exemptions from
military service. Pay 1,500 shekels [$460], and you're released. There is
growing social legitimacy to not serve, especially not in combat roles."
Ariel Ben-Yehuda, head of the IDF Medical Corps' Mental Health Division,
said, "Currently, soldiers meet with an IDF psychologist within a week [of
asking to]. Availability has not been affected by the coronavirus pandemic,
and has even increased somewhat, because we transitioned to distanced
treatment in the early stages of the crisis."
Committee chairman MK Ofer Shelah (Yesh Atid) called the numbers of
exemptions being issued "nothing less than horrifying."
"The army of the people is collapsing before our eyes. The numbers of
exemptions on mental health grounds is approaching the percentage of
Haredim who don't enlist because they are in yeshiva, and one-third of
potential male recruits simply will not be serving in the military. Where is the

government? Not doing a thing," Shelah said.
FIRST US WOMAN TO FINISH ISRAELI AIR FORCE PILOT COURSE IS
BOSTON OLAH (JPost 12/23/20)
A lone soldier from Boston made history on Wednesday as the first US-born
woman to successfully complete the Israel Air Force’s pilot’s course.
Identified only as Lt. O., the 21-year-old is one of two women to gain her
wings in the course. The daughter of a Friends of the Israel Defense Forces
(FIDF) employee in New England, Lt. O. immigrated on her own after
graduating from high school a year early and taking a gap year to backpack
through Central America.
Following her father, who was an IAF fighter navigator, she took the IAF
qualifying exams and was accepted. The IAF’s prestigious pilot’s course is
notoriously difficult, and most cadets don’t make it to graduation. Only 39
cadets successfully completed course 181 out of the initial intake of 500.
“In addition to making history, it’s important to remember that Lt. O. was not
obligated to serve in the IDF, but chose to become a lone soldier in order to
protect Israel,” FIDF New England executive director Luba Loewenberg said
in a statement.
“Lt. O. demonstrates how one person can secure a future for the broader
Jewish community. From all of us in Boston, mazel tov and thank you – we
are so proud!”
POLITICAL SHAKEUP DOES NOT BODE WELL FOR NATIONALRELIGIOUS BASE (Ido Liberman, Israel Hayom 12/24/20)
A new poll carried out by the Miskar Research and Polling Institute points to
deep-seated trends in the voting patterns of Israel's national-religious sector.
Just 13.2% of national-religious voters said they intend to vote for Habayit
Hayehudi under its current leadership in the next election, and just 38.9%
would consider voting for it under different leadership. From a practical
political perspective, then, Habayit Hayehudi is in the process of being wiped
off the political map. From a socio-political perspective, it seems the nationalreligious sector has given up on what should have been its political home.
While political leadership and processes promoted by specific parties must
not be ignored, it appears the political process underway is the result of
deeper internal developments that have led to the dissolution of the nationalreligious sectors' political center of gravity. As a result, at a time when no
specific party stands out, religious voters are free to choose the niche party
of their choosing.
Yet despite this newfound freedom, the survey found national-religious voters
were mostly planning to vote for right-wing parties. Less than 10% of
respondents said they planned to vote for either left-wing, centrist, or Haredi
parties. The tendency to vote right-wing isn't new, but the current data
indicates a halt in the trend that had developed over the last three election
campaigns that saw relatively widespread voting for parties that weren't
explicitly right-wing. This trend may stem from the fact that in the next
election, a variety of figures from the national-religious sector are set to run
with the Right.
The final trend apparent in the survey's findings is a desire to unite the rightwing political map. The central player here is Yamina, which garnered the
most support among respondents.
A more in-depth analysis shows parties that bolster their religious identity by,
for example, joining forces with parties associated with the national-religious
sector would see a significant increase in support. While joining up with a
non-religious right-wing party like Gideon Sa'ar's New Hope could increase
support for the larger party, on its own, New Hope does not earn significant
support among members of the national-religious sector.
National-religious support for such a broad political party surpasses even
support for all of the parties that comprise the national-religious political
puzzle. We can therefore conclude that this sector's voters no longer demand
a national-religious home party, but rather a larger right-wing party with
national-religious elements.
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THE TRAGEDY OF BENNY GANTZ (Nahum Narnea, YNet 12/21/20)
What happened to the syringe of history used in Saturday's extravaganza at
Sheba Medical Center when Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu became
the first Israeli to receive the coronavirus vaccine?
The syringes to administer the vaccine to Health Minister Yuli Edelstein and
Health Ministry boss Prof. Hezi Levi were consigned to the trash in line with
protocol.
But according to rumors, Netanyahu's personal physician Dr. Zvi Berkowitz,
who administered the vaccine, took it for safekeeping.
Is it too farfetched to think Berkowitz intends to sell it on eBay? Will it enter
the state archives alongside the Declaration of Independence? Will one day
a museum be constructed in Jerusalem for it to sit beside the cigars, pink
champagne and his son's collection of vile and toxic tweets.
It is nice on part of Netanyahu to be vaccinated in front of the cameras, but
the drama was unnecessary. Perhaps the only side effect of the vaccine is a
cult of personality.
There should have been two ways to do this.
Either put all the country's leaders on one stage to let the public know that its
leaders all stand behind the vaccine. Or have the prime minister go alone,
greeting the nurse, baring his shoulder, getting vaccinated and calling upon
everyone to do the same.
Instead he chose a third option. Surrounded by his massive entourage and
clad in his real and imagined achievements. Le vaccine, c'est moi!
Anyone with a shred of intelligence sees that Netanyahu cannot share
control. Whenever he so much as smells a hint of a possible challenge, that
person is immediately branded a traitor and illegitimate.
This already happened within Likud to Reuven Rivlin during his political
career and more recently to Gideon Sa'ar. It also happened to anyone on the
larger political stage who thought for a second that they even stood a chance
at claiming the premiership.
To paraphrase an old Russian saying: Mushrooms flourish under mighty
trees, but nothing grows under a sapling.
Benny Gantz is the latest victim of this cruel philosophy but is in denial.
It should have been clear to the Blue & White leader after the March 2020
elections that he would never be able to form a minority government with
external support from Joint List, solely based on the protest mantra of "Just
not Netanyahu."
He should have known that if he joined a Netanyahu government, he would
lose half his party members and most of his voters.
But he went ahead and signed a power-sharing agreement with a man who
cannot share power. The deal was dead on arrival.
Gantz believed when he signed the deal in April that he was putting the
interests of the country first, stopping the vicious cycle of endless elections.
But Gantz and his party were not built for this.
Granted, the first few months did bring Gantz some achievements: American
aid in return for a halt to the planned annexation of West Bank territory and
stopping Likud from meddling with police, the state prosecutor and the
courts.
But since those early gains, it has all been downhill. Political weakness is a
deadly virus that only gets worse by the minute. The moment Blue & White
showed a hint of it, Netanyahu went on a relentless attack.
The more he humiliated them, the more voters they lost. The more the polls
showed this, the more the party began to disintegrate from within.
Gantz is surrounded by genuinely good and honorable people, who
unfortunately do not have the faintest clue about political machinations.
He has tasked former Labor Party justice minister Haim Ramon with
overseeing the negotiations with Likud to avert elections. Ramon had a long
political career, with many achievements of his own, but was never a good
wheeler dealer.
Blue & White has no future. The question now is whether to initiate elections
and go down as heroes or prolong the humiliation and suffer a slow and cruel
death.
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This year, we will iy”H devote this space to discussing various aspects of
our prayers. For several weeks, we have been focusing on the definition of
‘Tefilah / prayer offered by R’ Moshe ben Yosef Trani z”l (“Mabit”; 1505-1585;
rabbi of Tzefat, Eretz Yisrael): “Tefilah is a person asking from Hashem
something the person needs that he cannot obtain on his own.”
He continues: What we mean by “something the person needs,” is that
one should not pray for things that are not necessary. If he does, he is, soto-speak, troubling Hashem. [Of course, nothing is “trouble” for Hashem,
Who is All-Powerful. However,] Hashem created the world intending it to
run according to the laws of nature, and every time He answers our
prayers, His is “forced” to “change His plan” and override nature. [See also
Ramban quoted on page 3 of this issue.]
(Bet Elokim: Sha’ar Ha’Tefilah ch.1)

In this week’s Parashah, Yaakov and his family descend to
Egypt to be reunited with Yosef. Midrash Rabbah teaches:
Sometimes, one tries to lead his cow somewhere, but it refuses
to budge. What should one do? Lead its calf in front it, and the
cow will follow willingly. Similarly, it was necessary for Yaakov
to descend to Egypt, even if it meant being led there in chains.
What did Hashem do? He sent Yosef ahead so that Yaakov
would go willingly. [Until here from the Midrash]
R’ Yechezkel Levenstein z”l (1895-1974; Mashgiach
Ruchani in the Mir Yeshiva in Shanghai and the Ponovezh
Yeshiva in Bnei Brak) explains: Yaakov’s sons were holy men
whose names were engraved on the Choshen / breastplate that
the Kohen Gadol wore. Moreover, our Sages say that it was in
the merit of Yaakov’s sons that the Kohen Gadol was able to
enter the Holy of Holies on Yom Kippur! It is inconceivable to
attribute the sale of Yosef to their free will. Rather, the Midrash
is teaching, Yosef’s brothers were merely carrying out
Hashem’s will when they sold Yosef! In fact, Rashi z”l (to
Bereishit 37:14) says this quite clearly.
However, R’ Levenstein notes, this requires explanation. If
Yosef’s brothers had no choice, why were they held
accountable for the sale, as we read (Amos 2:6), “Should I not
exact retribution . . . for their having sold a righteous man for
silver and a destitute one for the sake of a pair of shoes?!” [See
the Yom Kippur Machzor regarding the “Ten Martyrs” (Artscroll
p.586).] – Continued in box inside –

Does this mean that a person who is living comfortably, in good health,
has no need to pray?
R’ Menachem di Lonzano z”l (late 16th century; Italy, Turkey, and Eretz
Yisrael) explains: When a person needs something, he will concentrate well
while praying. The greater the need, the greater his concentration.
Certainly, if one’s child is sick or he himself is sick, or if he is in a storm on
the high seas, he will have no trouble pouring out his heart to Hashem with
tears and with genuine feeling. But, if one thinks that he does not need
what he is praying for, he will have trouble concentrating. This is why we
see so many people who do not concentrate during Davening. They live in
peace, their businesses are prospering, and their children are healthy--for
what do they need to pray?
The solution, R’ di Lonzano writes (quoting Devarim 8:18), is to
“remember Hashem, your Elokim, for it is He Who gives you strength to
make wealth.” If a person is prosperous, it is because Hashem makes it so.
One should think of all of those who were living comfortably amidst great
wealth but lost it overnight. There are even such people whose collapse
was so complete that history has forgotten them. When one reflects on this,
he will realize that he always has needs about which to plead before
Hashem.
(Derech Chaim)
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“These are the sons of Leah whom she bore to Yaakov in Padan-Aram,
in addition to Dinah his daughter. All the people -- his sons and daughters
-- numbered thirty-three.” (46:15)
“All the people of Yaakov’s household who came to Egypt -- seventy.”
(46:27)
R’ Avraham ben Ha’Rambam z”l (son of Maimonides; Egypt; 1186-1237)
writes: Much has been said to explain the Torah’s statement that Leah’s
descendants number thirty-three, when the detailed list in the Torah (verses 8-14)
actually numbers thirty-two. Some say that Yocheved [mother of Moshe Rabbeinu]
was born on the way, completing the count to thirty-three. If that is a tradition,
writes R’ Avraham, we accept it. However, he continues, the best explanation on
the level of P’shat is that of R’ Avraham ibn Ezra z”l (1089-1167), who writes that
Yaakov himself counts as the thirty-third person. This interpretation is supported
by the verse (46:8), “These are the names of the children of Yisrael who were
coming to Egypt--Yaakov and his children.” This shows that Yaakov is counted
with them.
Regarding the Torah’s statement that a total of seventy people descended to
Egypt, though the detailed list includes only sixty-nine names, R’ Avraham quotes
“my father and teacher” [Rambam] as explaining that the Torah frequently rounds
up. For example, the Torah commands us to count fifty days of the Omer, though
it really means forty-nine.
(Peirush Ha’Torah Le’Rabbeinu Avraham ben Ha’Rambam)
R’ Moshe ben Nachman z”l (Ramban; 1194-1270; Spain and Eretz Yisrael)
writes: R’ Avraham ibn Ezra z”l (cited above) rejects the Midrash that Yocheved
was born on the way to Egypt because that would have made Yocheved 130 years
old when Moshe Rabbeinu was born--a miracle that, according to R’ ibn Ezra,
should have been mentioned in the Torah.
However, Ramban, continues: R’ ibn Ezra’s rejection of the Midrash does not
resolve the difficulty he identifies. Even if Yocheved was not 130 when Moshe was
born, a miracle still occurred. Specifically, it is undisputed that Moshe’s mother
(Yocheved) was the daughter of Levi, and that 173 years passed between the
births of grandfather and grandson. No matter how one apportions those years,
the result is a miracle: either Levi was exceptionally old when he fathered
Yocheved, or she was exceptionally old when Moshe was born, or both.
In reality, writes Ramban, the reason the Torah does not mention Yocheved’s
age when Moshe was born is that only miracles foretold by prophets are recorded
in the Torah. When Hashem performs a miracle to aid a Tzaddik or destroy a
Rasha, but that miracle was not foretold, it does not warrant mention in the Torah.
In truth, Ramban continues, virtually everything in the Torah is miraculous. For
example, the Torah decrees death at the hands of Heaven on a person who
commits adultery or eats Cheilev / prohibited animal fats. Can such death be
attributed to nature?! Likewise, the Torah foretells drought if the Shemittah /
sabbatical year for the land of Eretz Yisrael is not observed. Is that natural?!
Certainly, the fact that praying or reciting Tehilim / Psalms changes the course of
nature is miraculous.
(Peirush Ha’Ramban Al Ha’Torah)
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“And He said, ‘I am the Kel -- the Kel of your father. Have no fear of
descending to Egypt, for I shall establish you as a great nation there’.”
(46:3)
Rashi z”l writes: Hashem said this to Yaakov because Yaakov was
saddened that he was compelled to leave Eretz Yisrael. [Until here from Rashi]
R’ Yaakov Perlow z”l (1931-2020; Novominsker Rebbe in New York)
writes: Yaakov knew that his children had to descend to Egypt because of
G-d’s decree in his covenant with Avraham (Bereishit 15:13). Perhaps Yaakov
thought that, nevertheless, he would be permitted to remain behind in Eretz
Yisrael. “No!” Hashem told him in our verse, “I will establish your descendants
as a great nation in their land of exile, just as I promised Avraham, but only
if you go with them and ensure that their lives are rooted in holiness.”
This, R’ Perlow writes, is why we read (Shmot 1:1): “And these are the
names of Bnei Yisrael who were coming to Egypt with Yaakov.” It was crucial
to the outcome that they arrived in Egypt “with Yaakov.” This is further
emphasized by the Haftarah for Parashat Shmot (Yeshayah 27:6): “Those who
were coming -- Yaakov will lay down roots; Yisrael will bud and blossom and
fill the face of the earth like fruit.” Only because of the roots that Yaakov laid
down can [Bnei] Yisrael blossom.
(Adas Yaakov: Pesach p.196)
– Continued from front page –
R’ Levenstein explains: Rabbeinu Bachya ibn Pekudah z”l (Spain; early
11th century) writes in Chovot Ha’levavot (Sha’ar Ha’bitachon, ch.4) that
every deed, good or bad, takes three steps to come to fruition. First, a
person makes a choice to want good or bad. Second, he makes up his mind
to translate his choice into action. Finally, he acts. The first two of these
steps, writes R’ Bachya, are completely within man’s free will. In contrast,
whether man is able to complete the third step--the action itself--depends
on whether it fits into Hashem’s plan. If it does, the person will be rewarded
or punished, as the case may be, for all three steps. If not, so the action
never happens, he still will be rewarded or punished for the first two steps.
R’ Levenstein continues: As noted, Yaakov’s righteous sons were not
capable of selling their brother into slavery of their own initiative,
something even the most degenerate low-life would not do. But, when
Hashem chooses agents to carry out his plans, He chooses people who have
a leaning in a certain direction. In this case, Yosef’s brothers had made a
choice to hate Yosef, and that choice made them worthy agents to carry out
Hashem’s plan to sell Yosef. It is for that choice and its consequences that
they were held accountable.
R’ Levenstein concludes: There is a practical lesson here. Even a leaning
towards sin makes an impression Above. Therefore, we must be very
cautious even with our thoughts.
(Haggadah Shel Pesach Roshei Yeshivat Mir p.131)
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Living with Consistency
Presented by Rabbi Moshe Sadwin, Kollel Adjunct
From
our
archives
And Yosef said to his brothers, “I am Yosef. Is my
father
still
alive?” His brothers could not answer him for they were
flustered from before his face. (45:3)
Our Parsha describes the shock that Yosef’s brothers experienced at the turn of events. They had been tormented by the
Egyptian viceroy. He accused Binyomin of stealing his goblet and now wanted to take Binyomin as a slave as compensation.
The brothers begged him to reconsider and were prepared to fight for Binyomin’s release. After all that, the seemingly heartless
viceroy surprises them, revealing that he is in fact their long-lost brother, Yosef.
From this incident, the Midrash derives a sobering idea. If the brothers could not stand in the face of a human being’s (Yosef’s)
rebuke, how will we be able to stand in the face of judgement when we come before G-d? While this is truly a sobering thought,
what is the connection to Yosef? What rebuke did he give them when he declared that “I am Yosef?”
The Beis Halevi explains that Yosef did not rebuke his brothers outright. Instead, the rebuke was implied – yet powerful. The
brothers had been arguing to Yosef that he must let Binyomin go free because imprisoning him will be too much for their aged
father to bear. Yosef responds and says, “I am Yosef. Is my father still alive?” The implication was clear. He was saying, “When
you sold me into slavery you never cared about our father’s feelings then. Why now are you so concerned for our father’s
feelings?”
So too, explains the Beis Halevi, will be our judgment before Hashem. We often rationalize our actions or inactions with idealistic
or practical justifications. Subject to a little scrutiny, however, it becomes clear that we use those justifications when they are
convenient for us and ignore them when not. These inconsistencies will be demonstrated to us when we come before Hashem
for judgment.
Let us be mindful of the motivations behind our actions and check ourselves for consistency now, before we must face those
contradictions. Let us live our lives truly the way that Hashem wishes we lead them and grow in our service to Him.

Wishing you a Good Shabbos!

To sponsor an issue of Shabbos Delights please contact info@gwckollel.org.

Parsha Riddle

Point to Ponder
Hurry go up to my father (Yaakov)… (45, 9)
Yosef said ‘go up’ because Eretz Yisroel is the highest of
all the lands. (Rashi)
The source for this lesson is difficult to find in our verse.
Although Yosef being in Mitzrayim proves that Eretz
Yisroel is higher than Mitzrayim, however, from where
do we deduce that Eretz Yisroel is higher than all lands?

The end of parashas Vayigash relates the consequences of Yosef’s grand program
of nationalization of Egypt’s grain harvests during the years of plenty in order to
provide for the people during the years of famine: the people eventually ran out of
money, and were forced to sell first their cattle and then their land and even their
very selves as serfs to the crown in exchange for food. Some have argued that the
success of Yosef’s plan in at least warding off catastrophic starvation during the
famine is an argument for “the important role government has in smoothing out
the ravages of the business cycle,” while others have countered that on the contrary,
the true lesson of the story is that “central planning of the kind undertaken by Yosef
and Pharaoh ultimately leads down a Hayekian ‘road to serfdom’.”
A century ago, during the birth of communism and socialism in the form of the
Russian Revolution and the election of Socialist parliamentarians in Europe, rabbinic
thought was generally conservative and hostile to these movements and
ideologies. As R. Yitzchak Blau writes:
My research failed to turn up a single Rabbi of recognized stature who endorsed
the communist program. … To a great degree, this lack of rabbinic endorsement
stems from the live historical example of cruelty and atheism displayed by twentieth
century communist governments.
But R. Blau proceeds to suggest that the negative attitudes also stemmed from
religious, philosophical, and psychological objections to communism per se.
(Tradition 40:4, but cf. Prof. Marc Shapiro, Rabbis and Communism, the Seforim
Blog)
A classic example of rabbinic opposition to communism and socialism appears in
a responsum of the Chavatzeles Hasharon (2:CM:8) considering whether rent
regulation legislation is binding upon Jews under the halachic principle that “the
law of the government is the law.” Contrary to the Imrei Yosher (2:152:2), who
maintained that at least eviction controls (as opposed to price controls) are binding,
the Chavatzeles Hasharon argued that such laws constitute an unjust taking of
property and are illegitimate, particularly since the primary support for these laws
was from “some free-thinking elected representatives, holding communist and
socialist doctrines and opinions of [the desirability of] pressuring the rich and taking
their money, and all these doctrines are against the opinion of the Torah.”

Where in Bnei Yisroel’s descent to Goshen is there a
hint to Moshiach?
Please see next week’s issue for the answer.
Last week’s riddle:
When would a person recite the entire Hallel for nine consecutive days, and the
same person, on another occasion would recite the entire Hallel for ten
consecutive days?
Answer: A person who recites a different section of Tehillim every date of the
month, recites the entire Hallel on the twenty fourth of the month. Therefore, on
the day preceding Chanuka he/she recites the entire Hallel, and that day with the
eight days of Chanuka, totals nine. The same holds true with Sukkos. The date
after Simchas Torah is the twenty fourth, (and Sukkos with Shemini
Atzeres/Simchas Torah is nine days) adding a tenth day to the recitation of
the entire Hallel.

Who Am I?
#1 WHO AM I ?
1. I am a tune.
2. I come from Ezra.
3. Precede and Go!
4. Fourth (son)

#2 WHO AM I ?
1. I am for the morning.
2. I am for the night.
3. Yaakov said me.
4. I was a response to Yaakov.

Last Week’s Answers
#1 Seven (I was for the Menorah, I was for the
cows, I am for Shemittah, I was for the wheat.)
#2 Pharaoh’s dreams (I had a cow, I was wheat
free, I was one in two, I caused saving.)

Visit gwckollel.org to submit your answers.

Answer as many as you can.

Each correct answer will entitle you
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