Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts
December 11 - 12, 2020 - 26 Kislev 5781 - Parshas Vayeishev/Chanukah/Mevorchim Hachodesh
Light Candles by 4:27 - Havdalah 5:31
The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by Sheila Gaisin on the recent birth of her newest
granddaughter, Henna Bracha, born to her children, Chanalee & Shlomo Gaisin,
and in honor of Ron Sheinson’s special birthday (39x2) by Harriet, Atara, Baruch, Ora,
Mordechai, Aryeh, Miriam and Yedidya.

Mazal Tov

 Shulie & Ronnie Bergman on the birth of a granddaughter, Aliza
Gittel, born to their children, Duvie & Toba Bergman. Mazal Tov
also to Laurie Cohen and to all of the aunts and uncles.
 Barbara & Mel Ciment on the engagement of their
granddaughter, Ariella Ciment, daughter of Aimee & Daniel
Ciment of Englewood, NJ, to Hillel Katz, son of Ellen & Richard
Katz of Los Angeles, CA.
 Lois & Sid Meyers on the marriage of their grandson, Mordechai
Strauss, son of Jessica & Rabbi Yekusiel Strauss of Fallsburg, NY,
to Esther Perel Herzberg, daughter of Chanie & Rabbi Yitzchok
Herzberg of Lakewood, NJ.
 Judy & Louis Morris on the birth of twin great grandsons, parents
are Elisheva and Arye Leib Friedman & grandparents are Rebecca
& Yitzchak Lefkowitz.
 Marla & Marty Teichman on the birth of a great-granddaughter.
Mazal Tov to the parents, Elana & Moshe Meth, and the
grandparents Debra & Reuven Meth.
 Miriam & Edwin Zaghi on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Erez.
Mazal Tov to Erez’s siblings, Eliana, Arel and Edan and to
grandparents Sheila & Chaim Leibtag and Soraya Azarian and to
all of the aunts, uncles and cousins.

Shabbos Schedule
Limited Minyanim are now taking place at YISE under Montgomery
County’s Phase 2 guidelines. All Minyanim require advance registration
and confirmation. If you are interested in attending Minyanim and have
not already registered, please go to https://www.yise.org/minyan If you
are registered for a Minyan and are unable to attend at that time, please
do not go to a different Minyan. If you have any questions, please contact
minyan@yise.org

Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 4:27
• Mincha: 4:30, 4:35 (Sephardi)
If you Daven Kabbalos Shabbos prior to Shkia (4:45 PM), it is
preferable to Daven Mincha prior to Plag (3:46 PM).

Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:10, 9:00, 9:30, 8:30 (Sephardi)
One may say the entire text of the blessing of Birkas Hachodesh even
when alone. Rosh Chodesh Teves is on Wednesday. The Molad will be
Tuesday morning, 51 minutes and 2 Chalakim after 4, Jerusalem time.
• Mincha: 2:00, 3:30, 3:50 (Sephardi)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 5:31

COVID-19 Updates

 Outdoor Minyan - If you are interested in an outdoor Minyan
without a tent, subject to weather conditions, please email Ari
Elias-Bachrach at outdoor@yise.org
 Advance registration for Minyanim is required and space is
limited. Go to https://www.yise.org/minyan to register. If you have
changes to your original registration form, please send an email to
minyan@yise.org with details.
 The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return
our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we
navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals
and as a community.

Weekday Shiurim
Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list and
updated times, go to:
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed by a
15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Sunday through Friday 8:30 AM Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed by a
15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:30 PM Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual selfimprovement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now studying Sefer
Yehoshua,Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.
 GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men and Women
- Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM
 Unraveling the Navi with Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Zoom B.
 Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays at
10:00 AM, Zoom F.
 Rabbi Yonatan Zakem’s Shiur for men & women, Pearls of Prayer,
exploring the depth and meaning of our daily prayers.
Sunday evenings, is on hiatus.
 GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 8:15
PM - 9:15 PM (except as noted). For more info. contact Rabbi Hillel
Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.
 For Men & Women - Zoom C (except as noted):
 Mondays: (for men only) Rabbi H. Shaps, On the Same Page
Gemara, Zoom B.
 Tuesdays: Rabbi Winter - Torah Topics
 Wednesdays: Rabbi Grossman - Reading Responsa
 Thursdays: Rabbi Grossman - Parshas Hashavua, 9:00 PM
 For Women - Zoom D:
 Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Parsha Journeys
 Tuesdays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Bereishis in-Depth
 Semichat Chaver Program, Tuesdays at 9:00 PM with Rabbi
Hillel Shaps. For more information, please contact Rabbi Hillel
Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org
 The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s Shiur
on Daily Halachos for men & women, Tuesdays 9:15 AM, Zoom E.
 Rabbi Yitzchak Scher's Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays,
1:30 PM, “A Second Look-Stories in the Torah from a Deeper
Perspective”, Zoom H.
 Rabbi Moshe Arzouan's Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, learning
Maseches Gittin on Wednesday evenings, 8:00 PM, Zoom G.
Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting ID,
or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password:
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019
Zoom B: ID: 349 754 2180, password GWCK
Zoom C: ID: 746 455 2195, password GWCK
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter
Zoom E: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613
Zoom F: ID: 978 8156 7874, password RabbiHyatt
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz
Zoom H: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079

YISE Programs and Listings
Family Trivia Night - Fun for all ages! Sunday, December 13, 8:00 PM. The registration deadline has passed. If you have questions, contact
social@yise.org
Chanuka To-Go 5781 - Download the Benjamin and Rose Berger Chanuka To-Go 5781 from Yeshiva University at
https://www.yutorah.org/togo/chanuka Limited printed copies available - contact Simi Franco at simi@yise.org
Go Social! Want to reconnect with shul friends you lost touch with these past COVID-19 months? We’re missing our Shul buddies as well!
YISE’s Social Committee wants your energy to help lead new (Zoom interactive, of course) programs. Sahra Ginsburg sahra@ginsburg.cc Sharon
Shimoff sharonshimoff@gmail.com and Max Rudmann max.rudmann1@gmail.com are waiting to hear from you.
YISE Regular Board Meeting will take place on Wednesday, December 16, at 8:00 PM on Zoom. For more information, contact
secretary@yise.org
Ask The Rabbi! Come join our new virtual, interactive monthly program featuring different Halachos of Shabbos! Topic this month: Warming up
food on Shabbos. Tuesday, December 22 from 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM on Zoom A. The first 45 minutes are for Shailos submitted in advance and the
last 15 minutes are for Q & A. Are you ever unsure how to use your hot plate or crockpot? Too embarrassed to ask your friend? Feel awkward
calling the Rabbi? Send in your questions about this or anything else related to warming food on Shabbos to: AskTheRabbi@yise.org by Sunday,
December 20. For more information or to submit questions by phone, contact Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517.
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical crises. We
are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., contact:
Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com
The Rachel Bassan Horwitz Fund is used for medical needs in our area, elsewhere in the US, and in Israel. In order to continue this muchneeded medical fund, your financial help is needed! Tax-deductible contributions may be made payable to: YISE Charity SPECIAL Fund, c/o
Norma Burdett, 11720 Lovejoy St., Silver Spring, MD 20902. Earmark: Bassan Fund. For more info: Norma Burdett, 301-593-5964 or Pearl
Bassan, 301-649-3137.
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names
(anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org - Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary
date, Name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts based on the date of the event.

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis.
Our current limited ability to Daven with a Minyan and to say Kaddish is difficult and a challenge. However, sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah
learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any
other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not available.
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):
 Daily Morning (Sunday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
 Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Chumash Navi Shiur for Women
 Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning
2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The Pre-Shabbos Drasha video is available for sponsorship at $54.
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support.

Thank you to this past week’s Shiurim sponsors:
Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tehillim/Parsha and Halacha Shiur
 Chayie & Rabbi Hirsch Chinn
 Judy & David Marwick in memory of Dorothy Swolsky, Devorah bat Eliahu, whose Yahrzeit is on the 25th of Kislev.
 Jacob & Debbie Frenkel to commemorate the Yahrzeit of Jacob’s maternal grandmother, Bracha bas Yeshiya HaLevi, whose Yahrzeit is the
first day of Chanukah.
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur
 David Jaray for a Refuah Sheleima for Rabbi Hyatt and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend the Shiur.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
 Fariba & David Danesh in honor of Nancy Karkowsky and family on the occasion of the marriage of Rafi Karkowsky to Alexandra Perloe.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Erev Shabbos Parsha Drasha
 Simin & Hillel Askarinam to commemorate the Yahrzeit of Hillel’s father, Elazar ben Nisan, Z”L.
 Kathy Trimble in honor of family December birthdays: Rick Greenberg, Ann Rose Greenberg and Max Greenberg.
 Miriam & Jeffrey Zuckerman to commemorate the Yahrzeit of Jeffrey’s father,  ז"ל,צבי הירש בן עזריאל יעקב, on the 28th of Kislev.

YISE Youth Announcements
Dor L’Dor - Motzei Shabbos, December 19, 7:00 PM. Parsha, pizza, prizes and more - but this year virtual! Register by Friday, December
18, 10:000 AM at https://yise.org/dorldor If you have any questions or would like to sponsor, please contact Michael Shimoff at
mshimoff@yise.org See flyer for details.

Community Programs & Listings
Rabbi Silver is being installed as the Mora D’asra of the Young Israel of Long Beach on Tuesday, December 15, Rosh Chodesh Teves, the 6th night of
Chanukah, at 8:30 PM. Advance registration is required. To register and for more information, go to https://www.yilb.org
Chanukah City of Lights - Chai Lifeline is doing a drive-through light show for Chanukah on December 15 and 16 from 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM at the JCC
of Greater Baltimore, 3506 Gwynbrook Ave., Owings Mills, MD 21117. This event is free of charge and no reservation is needed. Volunteers from
Baltimore and Greater Washington have worked very hard putting together this event for Chai Lifeline Mid-Atlantic.
The Golden Network Dr. Fred Dziadek Lift a Friend (LAF) Initiative Chanukah Program - Brighten someone’s life! December 10 - 18. Perform an
act of Chesed and enter to win a hoverboard or an Amazon gift card. Bonus ticket if your Chesed recipient is 65+. Send an email with your entry to
info@goldennetwork.org Entry deadline December 20, 12 Noon. Ages 6 - 120 may participate. For more information, contact Rabbi Shmuel Leigh at 301732-1775 or director@goldennetwork.org
Don’t Forget the Eruv! Help keep the Eruv up in the October 2020 - September 2021 operating year. Donations pay for weekly inspection and repairs, as
well as for longer-term maintenance and improvements. The requested donation is $54 per household, but smaller and larger amounts are gratefully
accepted. SSEA is a 501(c)(3) organization, and contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. To donate, use the SSEA “Donate” button
at https://wp.yise.org/community-resources/eruv-info or mail a check to SSEA and mail it to 707 Lamberton Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20902. Questions?
Email SilverSpringEruv@gmail.com On behalf of the entire community, thank you!
The Yad Yehuda Clothing Exchange will be open to all members of the community this Sunday, December 13, 10:00 AM - 12 Noon. This is your
opportunity to shop, at no cost, for beautiful, modest clothing in our well-equipped showroom. Shoppers must be in good health, not have been in contact
with someone who tested positive for Covid, wear masks and maintain social distancing. As we cannot accommodate walk-ins at this time, please schedule
an appointment at https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fhBnGaaLIgwaEUT4rDFUwdVKGz1_U9CeOYD-f_A10iY/edit For questions or to schedule
an appointment on another day: ncarmel@yadyehuda.org
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, December 16, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at vppr@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671
Chanukah Sparks of Inspiration - Short videos for each day of Chanukah from the Vaad Harabanim of Greater Washington. See flyer for details.
Chaiyanu Chanukah Fundraiser - In honor of Chanukah, I decided to create a fundraiser giving 15 doughnuts for every $15 donated through the link
below. All profits will be donated to this incredible organization helping support kids suffering from cancer and their families. Additionally, all the
doughnuts you sponsor will be delivered to sick patients spending the holidays in the hospital and other treatments! Please consider donating and sharing
the link with friends and family! Emanuelle Hutman (Berman 2020) https://teamlifelineisrael.rallybound.org/Emanuelle
Penetrating Thoughts and Practical Perspectives - Thoughts on life, Torah and Middos. Based on Michtav M’Eliyahu, from Rav Eliyahu Dessler, Z”L.
Mondays, 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, with Rabbi Yitzchak Scher. Zoom - Meeting ID: 736 4190 7086, Passcode: torah. For more information, contact Rabbi
Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392.
Journey to Virtue: Self-Development through Jewish Study - Wednesdays, 8:00 PM on Zoom. Discover the great wisdom of the Jewish
tradition to help you reach your full potential, enhance your relationships, and live life with greater meaning! Presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps. The
journey continues. Join any time! No cost. Zoom info and registration at linksgw.org/classes
Remote Night Shiurim from YGW - Sunday 8:30 PM - 9:15 PM, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate; Monday/Wednesday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi
Ahron Lopiansky; Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold. Register at
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/1715843153121/WN_n6jNGqUpTpCN6ikCabUutA
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone interested may
email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM.
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.”
Kemp Mill Village is providing friendly phone calls and limited deliveries during the pandemic. Call 1-833-KMV-20902 to request service or to
volunteer. See kempmillvillage.org for more information.
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com

The Week Ahead

Sunday
December 13

Monday
December 14

Tuesday
December 15

Wednesday, December 16
Rosh Chodesh

Friday
Thursday
December 17 December 18

Chanukah

Limited Minyanim will take place at YISE next week, advance registration and confirmation required. You are encouraged to Daven at home
at the same time as a Minyan at YISE. Shacharis: Sunday 6:30 AM/7:30 AM/8:45 AM;
Monday through Friday 6:15 AM/7:00 AM/8:45 AM. Mincha/Maariv: Sunday - Thursday: 4:40 PM.
Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 5:56 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:25 AM, Latest Netz: 7:23 AM, Latest Krias Shema: 9:40 AM,
Earliest Mincha: 12:36 PM, Earliest Shkia: 4:46 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim: 5:33 PM

Next Shabbos
December 18 - 19, 2020 - 4 Teves 5781
Parshas Mikeitz
Light Candles: 4:29
Havdalah: 5:33

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, December 16 at 12:00 Noon
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org
Office Phone: 301-593-4465 Office Fax: 301-593-2330
Eruv line: 301-593-5561 E-Mail: office@yise.org Website: www.yise.org
Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Yale Ginsburg - President
Simi Franco - Office Manager

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah Presents

DOR L’DOR

Family Chevrusah-Style Learning - The Same Usual Motzei
Shabbos Fun, but This Year Virtual!
x

x
x

Delicious Pizza - delivered to homes within Kemp
Mill for children ages Pre-K - 6th grade
Interac ve online discussions
Raﬄe of exci ng prizes

5781 Motzei Shabbos Times:
November 7 — 7:00 pm
November 14 — 7:00 pm
December 5 — 7:00 pm
December 19 — 7:00 pm
January 9 — 7:15 pm
January 30 — 7:30 pm
February 6 — 7:30 pm
February 20 — 7:45 pm
March 6 — 8:00pm
Register your family at
https://yise.org/dorldor
Must register your children prior to
each event by that Friday at 10am
To sponsor this program, please
contact Michael Shimoff at
mshimoff@yise.org

Likutei Divrei Torah
Gleanings of Divrei Torah on Parashat Hashavuah
via the Internet
Volume 27, Issue 9 Shabba Parashat Vayeshev
Covenant &Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z’’l
A Chanukah Message - Twenty-two centuries ago,
when Israel was under the rule of the empire of
Alexander the Great, one particular leader,
Antiochus IV, decided to force the pace of
Hellenisation. He forbade Jews from practising their
religion and even set up a statue of Zeus Olympus in
the Beit Hamikdash in Jerusalem. This was too much
to bear, and a group of Jews, the Maccabees, fought
for their religious freedom, winning a stunning
victory against the most powerful army of the
ancient world. After three years of conflict, they
reconquered Jerusalem, rededicated the Beit
Hamikdash and relit the Menorah with the one cruse
of undefiled oil they found among the wreckage. It
was one of the most spectacular military
achievements of the ancient world. It was, as we say
in our prayers, a victory of the few over the many,
the weak over the strong. It is summed up in
wonderful line from the Prophet Zechariah: “Not by
might nor by strength but by my spirit says the
Lord.” (Zechariah, 4:6) The Maccabees had neither
might nor strength, neither weapons nor numbers.
But they had a double portion of the Jewish spirit
that longs for freedom and is prepared to fight for it.
Never believe that a handful of dedicated people
can’t change the world. Inspired by faith, they can.
The Maccabees did then. So can we today.
The Power of Praise - Reuben is the leader who
might have been but never was. He was Jacob’s
firstborn. Jacob said of him on his deathbed,
“Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, the first
sign of my strength, excelling in honour, excelling in
power.” This is an impressive tribute, suggesting
physical presence and commanding demeanour.
More significantly, in his early years Reuben
consistently appeared to be the most morally
sensitive of Jacob’s children. He was Leah’s son, and
keenly felt his mother’s disappointment that she was
not Jacob’s favourite. Here is the first description of
him as a child: During wheat harvest, Reuben went
out into the fields and found some mandrake plants,
which he brought to his mother Leah.
Mandrakes were thought to be an aphrodisiac.
Reuben knew this and immediately thought of his
mother. It was a touching gesture but it misfired
because he presented them to Leah in the presence of
Rachel and unintentionally caused an argument
between them.
The next episode in which we see Reuben is far
more troubling: Rachel died and was buried on the
way to Ephrat, that is, Bethlehem… While Israel
was living in that region, Reuben went in and slept
[vayishkav] with his father’s concubine Bilhah …
If understood literally this would amount to a major
sin. Sleeping with your father’s concubine was not
only a sexual crime; it was an unforgivable act of
treason and betrayal, as we discover later in Tanach
when Absalom decides to rebel against his father
David and replace him as king. Ahitophel gives him
the following advice: “Sleep with your father’s
concubines, whom he left to take care of the palace.
Then all Israel will hear that you have made yourself
obnoxious to your father, and the hands of everyone
with you will be more resolute.”
According to the Sages, the text about Reuben is
not to be understood literally. After Rachel died,
Jacob had moved his bed to the tent of Bilhah,
Rachel’s handmaid. This, felt Reuben, was an

intolerable humiliation for his mother. It was hard
for Leah to endure the fact that Jacob loved her sister
more. It would have been altogether unbearable for
her to discover that he even preferred Rachel’s
handmaid. So Reuben moved Jacob’s bed from
Bilhah’s tent to Leah’s. The verb vayishkav should
therefore be translated not as “slept with” but
“changed the sleeping arrangement.”
At this point, however, the text does a strange thing.
It says, “Reuben went in and slept with [or changed
the sleeping arrangement of] his father’s concubine
Bilhah, and Israel heard of it …” and then signals a
paragraph break in the middle of the sentence. The
sentence ends: “Jacob had twelve sons.” This is very
unusual indeed. What it suggests is an audible
silence. Communication had completely broken
down between Jacob and Reuben. If the Sages are
correct in their interpretation, then this is one of the
greatest tragedies in the whole of Genesis. Jacob
clearly believed that Reuben had slept with his
concubine Bilhah. He cursed him for it on his
deathbed: Unstable as water, you will not excel, for
you went up onto your father’s bed, onto my couch,
and defiled it.
Yet according to the Sages, this did not happen.
Had Jacob been willing to speak to Reuben he would
have discovered the truth, but Jacob grew up in a
family that lacked open, candid communication.
Thus, for many years Reuben was suspected by his
father of a sin he had not committed – all because he
cared about the feelings of his mother.
Which brings us to the third episode in Reuben’s
life, the most tragic of all. Jacob favoured Joseph,
son of his beloved Rachel, and the other brothers
knew it. When he gave Joseph a visible sign of
favouritism, the richly embroidered cloak, the
brothers resented it yet more. When Joseph began to
have dreams of the rest of the family bowing down
to him, the brothers’ animosity reached boiling point.
When they were far from home, tending the flocks,
and Joseph appeared in the distance, their hatred
made them decide then and there to kill him. Reuben
alone resisted: When Reuben heard this, he tried to
rescue him [Joseph] from their hands. “Let’s not take
his life,” he said. “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him
into this cistern here in the wilderness, but do not lay
a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from
them and take him back to his father.
Reuben’s plan was simple. He persuaded the
brothers not to kill Joseph but rather to let him die by
leaving him to starve in a pit. He intended to return
later, when the brothers had moved on, to rescue
him. When he returned, however, Joseph was no
longer there. He had been sold as a slave. Reuben
was devastated.
Three times Reuben tried to help but despite his
best intentions, his efforts failed. He was responsible
for the one recorded quarrel between Leah and
Rachel. His father wrongly suspected him of a major
sin and cursed him on his deathbed. He failed to save
Joseph. Reuben knew when things were not right,
and tried to act to make changes for the better, but he
somehow lacked the prudence, confidence or
courage to achieve his desired outcome. He should
have waited for Leah to be alone before giving her
the mandrakes. He should have remonstrated directly
with his father about his sleeping arrangements. He
should have physically taken Joseph back home.

Chanukah Sameach
Shabbat Shalom
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What happened to Reuben to make him lack
confidence? The Torah gives a poignant and
unmistakable hint. Listen to these verses describing
the birth of Leah’s (and Jacob’s) first two children:
When the Lord saw that Leah was not loved, he
enabled her to conceive, but Rachel remained
childless. Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a
son. She named him Reuben, for she said, “It is
because the Lord has seen my misery. Surely my
husband will love me now.” She conceived again,
and when she gave birth to a son she said, “Because
the Lord heard that I am not loved, he gave me this
one too.” So she named him Simeon.
Both times, it was Leah, not Jacob, who named the
child – and both names were a cry to Jacob to notice
her and love her – if not for herself then at least
because she has given him children. Jacob evidently
did not notice.
Reuben became what he became because – so the
text seems to imply – his father’s attention was
elsewhere; he did not care for either Leah or her sons
(the text itself says, “the Lord saw that Leah was not
loved”). Reuben knew this and felt intensely his
mother’s shame and his father’s apparent
indifference.
People need encouragement if they are to lead. It is
fascinating to contrast the hesitant Reuben with the
confident – even overconfident – Joseph, who was
loved and favoured by his father. If we want our
children to have the confidence to act when action is
needed, then we have to empower, encourage and
praise them.
There is a fascinating Mishnah in Ethics of the
Fathers: Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai had five (preeminent) disciples, namely Rabbi Eliezer ben
Hyrcanus, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chananya, Rabbi
Yose the Priest, Rabbi Shimon ben Netanel, and
Rabbi Elazar ben Arach. He used to recount their
praise: Eliezer ben Hyrcanus – a plastered well that
never loses a drop. Joshua ben Chananya – happy
the one who gave him birth. Yose the Priest – a
pious man. Shimon ben Netanel – a man who fears
sin. Elazar ben Arach – an ever-flowing spring.
Why does the Mishnah, whose aim is to teach us
lasting truths, give us this apparently trivial account
of Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai’s pupils and how he
used to praise them? The answer, I believe, is that
the Mishnah is telling us how to raise disciples, how
to be a coach, mentor and guide: by using focused
praise.
The Mishnah does not simply say that Yochanan
ben Zakkai said good things about his students. It
uses an unusual locution: “He used to count [moneh]
their praise”, meaning, his positive remarks were
precise and accurately targeted. He told each of his
disciples what their specific strength was.
Eliezer ben Hyrcanus had an outstanding memory.
At a time when the Oral Law was not yet written
down, he could recall the teachings of the tradition
better than anyone else. Elazar ben Arach was
creative, able to come up with an endless stream of
fresh interpretations. When we follow our particular
passions and gifts, we contribute to the world what
only we can give.
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However, the fact that we may have an exceptional
gift may also mean that we have conspicuous
deficiencies. No one has all the strengths. Sufficient
if we have one. But we must also know what we
lack. Eliezer ben Hyrcanus became so fixated on the
past that he resisted change even when it was
decided on by the majority of his colleagues.
Eventually he was excommunicated for failing to
accept his colleagues’ ruling.
Elazar ben Arach’s fate was even sadder. After the
death of Yochanan ben Zakkai, he separated from his
colleagues. They went to Yavneh; he went to Hamat
(Emmaus). It was a pleasant place to live and it was
where his wife’s family lived. Apparently he was so
confident of his intellectual gifts that he believed he
could maintain his scholarship by himself.
Eventually he forgot everything he had ever learned.
The man more gifted than his contemporaries
eventually died while making almost no lasting
contribution to the tradition.
There is a delicate balance between the neglect that
leads to someone to lack the confidence to do the
necessary deed, and the excessive praise or
favouritism that creates overconfidence and the
belief that you are better than others. That balance is
necessary if we are to be the sunlight that helps
others grow.
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
“She is more righteous than I” The biblical drama
of the peregrinations of Jacob ended with the
patriarch’s return to his father’s house and homeland
in last week’s reading of Vayishlah, and now with
the reading of Vayeshev the riveting story of Joseph
begins. Just as Jacob’s exilic wanderings open with
his dream of a ladder connecting heaven and earth,
so do Joseph’s wanderings begin with his dreams of
the brothers’ sheaves of grain bowing down to his
sheaf and then of the sun, moon and eleven stars
bowing down to Joseph.
The Joseph story continues at a fast pace, with the
brothers’ jealousy (a jealousy unto death) resulting in
the sale of Joseph into Egyptian servitude and
leading to the brothers’ deception of their father
Jacob, making him think that a savage beast had
devoured his favorite son and heir apparent.
The biblical account skips a chapter, however,
before telling us of Joseph’s adventures in Egypt; we
must wait for that until Chapter 39, after which we
remain with Joseph until his death at the end of the
Book of Genesis. Chapter 38—a clear interruption of
the Joseph story line—provides a fascinating
interlude dealing with brother Judah, his three sons,
and daughter- in-law Tamar, who enters into an act
of deceptive harlotry with her father-in-law because
she felt herself thwarted from her anticipated levirate
marriage with Judah’s third son, Shelah.
But why does this story—replete with intrigue and
moral outrage against the wrong party—find its
place in the midst of the Joseph story? Let the Bible
first finish with Joseph, and then bring in this tale of
Judah, perhaps even as important background for the
Messianic legacy he is to receive from Jacob on his
death bed.
And this leads to a second question. Apparently,
Messianism is an important factor here, since Judah
is the tribe-producer of the Messiah, scion of the
Davidic dynasty who will bring the ultimate peace
and the ingathering of all the nations.
Perez, the Jacob-like character who pushes ahead
and breaks out his elder twin Zerah’s initial lead, to
emerge first, is the seventh-generation grandfather of
Boaz, in turn great-grandfather of King David. But
why choose a forbidden act of immorality, a fatherin-law (Judah) with his daughter-in-law (Tamar), and
an act of harlotry at that, which adds even further
transgression, as the union which will ultimately
produce the Messiah? Ought the Messiah not emerge
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from a much purer act of sexual love within the
context of marriage in accordance with Moses and
Israel? The entire Book of Genesis after the choosing
of Abraham is concerned first and foremost with
who will receive the legacy of the firstborn, which
son will be the torchbearer to pass down the baton of
Messianism: the responsibility of bringing to the
world peace and redemption by teaching
compassionate righteousness and moral justice, to
the next generation. Vayeshev begins with Joseph,
seemingly the choice of his father Jacob, who gave
him the striped tunic of many colors.
But Joseph doesn’t dream of uniting heaven and
earth, God and world; he dreams of mastery over his
brothers, domination on land and in sky, and in his
two dreams God and Israel do not appear even once!
And moreover gathering sheaves of grain,
agriculture, was not the pursuit of the family of
Abraham in the Promised Land of Canaan; it was the
activity discovered in Egypt, a far more sophisticated
and corrupt culture than existed in the Land of Israel.
Joseph hankered after the fleshpots of Egypt, not the
piety of “Palestine”; Joseph—at least at this point in
his life—did not seem worthy of the legacy of the
firstborn.
And so the Bible offers another option for the
bearer of the familial blessing. You will remember
that it was Judah who cleverly saved Joseph’s life
from death by starvation and scorpions in the pit by
offering the brothers financial gain by selling their
sibling into Egypt. At this point he marries a
Canaanite woman with whom he has three sons; the
eldest, Er, he marries off to Tamar. Er dies early, and
Tamar is given in levirate marriage to Onan, Er’s
brother. Levirate marriage enables the brother to
grant his hapless sibling a child and heir (even
though he is dead) by impregnating—and taking
responsibility for—his widow.
Since the child born to Tamar would be considered
Er’s and not Onan’s, Onan refused to give his seed to
Tamar. Onan too dies young as a Divine punishment
for neglecting his responsibility to his elder sibling.
Shelah is left; Judah is frightened to give Tamar as
wife to another of his sons lest that son also die.
Tamar poses as a harlot, seduces Judah, and
becomes pregnant with his seed. So Perez and
ultimately Boaz and King David will be born.
Joseph attempts to escape his Abrahamic destiny by
looking towards Egypt and its naturalism for his
future. Judah likewise seems uninterested in
guaranteeing Abrahamic fulfillment. Tamar is
desperate to carry Judah’s seed and continue the road
to redemption. Judah also publicly admits his
transgression with Tamar, praising her for being
more interested in the Jewish future—by taking
responsibility for past generations—than he was.
Repentance, responsibility to past and commitment
to future are the skill that Messianism is made of.
Hence the story of Judah at this junction is a
prefiguration of why it is eventually Judah and not
Joseph who gives over the familial baton.
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb
"The 'Wisdom' of the East” - There are jokes
which are very funny on the surface, but which can
be quite painful and disturbing. One told twenty
years ago or more, concerns a matronly woman from
the Bronx who seeks to visit a famous guru in the
Far East. She boards a plane and begins the long and
arduous flight, with several changes of planes. She
lands at the closest airport to the remote ashram, or
temple, where the guru has his mountain retreat. She
finds a bus that takes her part of the way to the
ashram and, although she's never even seen a donkey
before, summons a donkey cart to continue her trek
to her encounter with the guru.
Totally exhausted, she finally arrives at the guru's
quarters. To her great disappointment, she learns that

the guru has just begun a three-day period of fasting
and meditation and cannot possibly be interrupted.
Anything but total solitude is forbidden.
She pleads and begs and finally resorts to one of the
strategies of persuasion that she learned back in the
Bronx. She tells the guru's guards that she only
wants to say three words to him.
On the condition that she limits her message to just
three words, they allow her access into the guru's
inner chamber. There she finds him sitting in the
lotus yoga position, totally entranced in his
meditation. She approaches him, but he remains
unaware of her presence. Finally, she bends over him
and whispers in his ear: "Melvin? Come home!"
I used to tell his story many times, not so long ago,
when so many young Jewish men and women, from
the Bronx and from elsewhere, left to the Far East in
their quest for spiritual truth and a meaningful path
in life. The story always drew laughs from the
crowd, but the laughs were inevitably followed by a
contemplative silence as the audience began to
reflect upon the point of the story. Young Jews by the
thousands had become alienated not only from their
Jewish roots, but from Western civilization in
general.
Although this phenomenon is no longer as
prevalent as it once was, Eastern religions remain
attractive to many, and not just to young Jews but to
a wide variety of individuals in search of a "New
Age" alternative to Western culture.
The reasons why so many are dissatisfied with the
Western way of life center around the relentless
pressures and frantic pace which that way of life
entails. Eastern religions offer an alternative which
promises serenity, tranquility, and inner peace.
This leads us to a question that surprisingly
connects to Parshat Vayeshev. The question is: "Is
there anything wrong with seeking tranquility and
inner peace? Are they not highly desirable
components of a healthy and meaningful lifestyle?"
An answer can be found in the words of the
Midrash Rabbah. This week's Torah portion reads:
"Now Jacob was settled in the land where his father
had sojourned…" The Bible then narrates the story
of Jacob's son Joseph and how he is sold into slavery
by his brothers. Rashi, quoting the Midrash,
comments: "Jacob wished to dwell in peace and
tranquility but immediately was beset by Joseph's
troubles and tribulations."
These words imply that it was somehow improper
for Jacob to desire a calm and serene existence. The
comment even suggests that Jacob was punished for
his wish by suffering the disappearance, and
supposed death, of his favored son.
Why? What possible sin would Jacob have
committed by hoping for tranquility? Had he not
suffered enough during his years of exile? Were the
family crises described in detail in last week's parsha
not sufficient torture?
The Sfat Emet suggests that the calm and peaceful
life is not necessarily the religiously desirable. Such
a life is conducive to complacency. "What God
wants from the Jew," he writes, "is for him to have a
life of constant toil in the service of His Blessed
Name, because there is no limit to striving for
perfection."
The Torah's ideal is a life of action and involvement
in worldly affairs. The Torah rejects the attitude of
detachment and passivity which is implicit in the
teachings of Eastern religions. The Torah cannot
envision the good life if that life is without
challenge. Achievement of inner peace is not the
ultimate value. Judaism tells us that life is all about
struggle and challenge, and it demands that we be
actively involved in improving the world.
[Excerpted]
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In this week’s Parashah, we read how Yosef’s brothers sold
him into slavery. The Torah records (37:25), “They raised their
eyes and they saw, behold! -- a caravan of Ishmaelites was
coming from Gilad, their camels bearing spices, balsam, and
lotus -- on their way to bring them down to Egypt.” Rashi z”l
comments: “It is not usual for Arabs to carry anything but
kerosene and oil, which are foul smelling. However, in this case,
it was specially arranged that they should be carrying fragrant
spices so that Yosef should not suffer from a bad odor.”
R' Yitzchak Menachem Weinberg shlita (Tolna Rebbe in
Yerushalayim) asks: Yosef was on his way to become a slave in
Egypt! Did he really care what the caravan smelled like? It is
almost as if G-d was mocking him!
He answers: The Torah is teaching us to pay attention to
details. People have a tendency to generalize. When a person is
going through a difficult time, he tends not to notice the
blessings along the way. The Torah teaches us, however, to give
thanks for every blessing, for every good thing, no matter how
difficult our lives may be.
The Tosefta (a companion work to the Mishnah) relates that
Rabban Gamliel asked his students what blessing one recites
on a drink of water. They replied: “Teach us!” In response, he
related how Yosef was carried into slavery amidst sweet
smelling spices, as mentioned. The Tolna Rebbe explains that
Rabban Gamliel was teaching the above lesson: A drink of
water may not seem like anything remarkable, but one must
give thanks for every blessing. (Butzina D’Oraita p.68)

Tefilah
This year, we will iy”H devote this space to discussing various aspects of
our prayers.
R’ Moshe ben Yosef Trani z”l (1505-1585; rabbi of Tzefat, Eretz Yisrael;
known by the acronym “Mabit”) writes: It would be worthwhile to define
“Tefilah” / prayer, as many great things hinge on this, as I will discuss [later
in the work quoted here]. We have found the proper and complete
definition to be the following: Tefilah is a person asking from Hashem
something that the person needs which he cannot obtain on his own.
Mabit continues: By “asking,” we mean that one should not demand his
needs from Hashem, as if he is entitled, the way one would demand that a
friend pay a debt. Rather, one should beseech and plead with Hashem as a
pauper asks for help from someone who owes him nothing. What has any
person done for Hashem that He should be indebted to anyone? We read
(Iyov 41:3), “Whoever preceded Me, I can reward him, for whatever is
under the heavens is Mine,” and our Sages explain: “I [Hashem] give a
person a house, and I command him to place a railing around the roof and
to place a Mezuzah on the doorpost. I give him a field, and I command him
not to plow with an ox and a donkey together.” [Anything one would use
to perform a Mitzvah comes from Hashem, so how can one demand a
reward for doing the Mitzvah?] . . . This, as well, is the meaning of the
Mishnah (Avot ch.2), “When you pray, do not make your prayer ‘fixed,’ but
rather beg for compassion before Him.” Do not act as if G-d is obligated to
accept your prayer, as if you will certainly get want you want. Rather,
plead, like someone who is dependent on G-d’s compassion, for then you
will be answered.
(Bet Elokim: Sha’ar ha’Tefilah ch.1)
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Chanukah
R’ Yaakov Chagiz z”l (1620-1674; Morocco, Italy, and Turkey) writes:
I have heard that it is better to recite the blessing in the form, “L’hadlik Ner
Chanukah,” rather than, “L’hadlik Ner Shel Chanukah,” alluding to the secret
of “Nachal.”
(Halachot Ketanot I No.3)
R’ Ben Zion Alkali z”l (1858-1905; Eretz Yisrael) elaborates: There have
been differing opinions among major Halachic authorities throughout the
centuries regarding the correct formulation of this Berachah. One
argument cited by R’ Chaim Yosef David Azulai z”l (1724-1806; Eretz
Yisrael and Italy; known as “R’ Chida”) for omitting the word “Shel is that
“Ner Shel Chanukah” means “the candle of Chanukah,” just as “Ner Shel
Shabbat” means “the candle of Shabbat,” whereas “Ner Chanukah” means
“the Chanukah candle.” Shabbat has many Mitzvot -- for example, Kiddush
and the three meals -- so the candles do not define the day; they are merely
the “candle[s] of Shabbat.” In contrast, Chanukah has only one Mitzvah, the
candles, and it defines the day. Therefore, it is the “Chanukah candle.”
Additionally, R’ Alkali writes in the name of R’ Chida, reciting a different
form of the Berachah than is recited on Shabbat reflects the fact that the
candles of Shabbat are specifically intended to give light for our enjoyment,
whereas Chanukah candles may not be used as a light source.
Regarding “the secret of ‘Nachal’,” R’ Alkali writes: I am not privy to
these secrets. May Hashem show me the wonders of His Torah!
(Halachah Rovachat)
R' Yitzchak Moshe Erlanger shlita (Chassidic Mashpia in Ashdod, Israel)
writes: The word “Nachal” (
) is made up of the initial letters of “L’hadlik
Ner Chanukah,” which also are the initial letters of “Nafsheinu Chikta
La’Hashem” / “our soul awaits Hashem.” The word “Nachal” means “river,”
also known as a “Nahar.” We read (Bereishit 2:10), “A Nahar / river issues
forth from Eden to water the Gan / garden.” And, the initial letters of
“Eden,” “Nahar,” and “Gan” spell the word “Oneg” / “pleasure.”
He explains: Our Sages teach that the light Hashem created on the first
day of Creation was too good to be used by mankind in this world and was
concealed for the benefit of Tzaddikim in the future (see Rashi to Bereishit
1:4). It is that “pleasure” which our “soul awaits.” The Chanukah candles
give us a glimpse of that holy light, and it is that to which the acronym
“Nachal” alludes. Indeed, R’ Zvi Elimelech Shapira z”l (the Bnei Yissaschar;
died 1841) writes that the word “Chanukah” comes from the word
“Chinuch,” meaning “education” or “inauguration.” Through the Chanukah
lights, we accustom ourselves to the immense light that will be revealed in
the near future, G-d willing.
(Kuntresei Chassidut: Mo’adim p.3)
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“Reuven heard, and he rescued him [Yosef] from their hand; he
said, ‘Let us not strike him mortally!’” (37:21)
Midrash Ruth Rabbah teaches: When one does a Mitzvah, he should do
it whole-heartedly. If Reuven had known that the Torah would write, “He
rescued him from their hand,” he would have put Yosef on his shoulders
and carried him to his father. [Until here from the Midrash]
R’ Yoel Sirkes z”l (Poland; 1561-1640; known as the “Bach”) writes:
This is difficult to comprehend! Is it conceivable that a holy Tzaddik such
as Reuven would have been motivated by honor?
He explains: The Midrash feels that, at first glance, the words, “He
rescued him from their hand,” are superfluous. The Torah just as well
could have said: “Reuven heard, and he said, ‘Let us not strike him
mortally!’” The “superfluous” words “He rescued him from their hand”
teach that Reuven did not, in fact, intend to do any Mitzvah by saving
Yosef. Rather, Reuven reasoned: “I am the firstborn, and I will bear the
brunt of the blame if Yosef is harmed.” Therefore, Reuven rescued Yosef.
But, says that Midrash, G-d can read man’s innermost thoughts, and He
knows that, had Reuven realized he was performing a great Mitzvah, he
would have done it with great enthusiasm and attention to detail. He even
would have carried Yosef on his shoulders back to Yaakov--not for honor,
but because that is the proper way to perform a Mitzvah.
(Meishiv Nefesh: Ruth 2:14)

R’ Mordechai Rokeach z”l (1902-1949; rabbi of Bilgoraj, Poland; father
of the current Belzer Rebbe), citing his ancestor R’ Shulim Rokeach z”l
(1781-1855; first Belzer Rebbe), explains the above Midrash as follows:
When one does a good deed that is not expressly required by the
Torah, he should do so as discretely as possible. That will help him avoid
haughtiness and focus on doing the deed purely for the sake of Heaven.
This is what the first part of the Midrash means when it says: “When one
does a Mitzvah, he should do it whole-heartedly,” i.e., with a pure,
undistracted heart.
On the other hand, when one does a Mitzvah that is written expressly
in the Torah, there is no need to keep it private. Since everyone is
obligated to do that same thing, doing it publicly will not be a cause for
haughtiness. [One does not usually hear someone brag that he put on
Tzitzit or Tefilin, for example.] Thus, if Reuven had known that the Torah
would write, “He rescued him from their hand,” as if it is an explicit
Mitzvah to do so, he would have performed that good deed more publicly,
even putting Yosef on his shoulders and carrying him to his father.
(Parashat Mordechai)
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FIRST DELIVERY OF PFIZER CORONA VACCINES ARRIVES IN ISRAEL
(Israel Hayom 12/9/20)
The first delivery of Pfizer coronavirus vaccines arrived in Israel on
Wednesday and is said to include 110,000 doses.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that he plans "to set a personal
example and be the first to be vaccinated against COVID-19.
Health Minister Yuli Edelstein said, "We will make sure every Israeli can be
vaccinated."
MK REFUSES TO BE VACCINATED, CALLING IT POWER PLAY OF
NETANYAHU (Arutz-7 12/10/20)
Even as the first Israelis were vaccinated today with Pfizer's coronavirus
vaccine, Knesset member Eli Avidar (Israel Beitenu) stated in an interview
with Radio 103 FM his reason for refusing to be vaccinated.
Avidar said it was nothing more than a power play of the prime minister to
insist that the vaccine is for everyone and that no stigma should be attached
to those not wanting to be vaccinated.
THE KNESSET IS SET TO DISSOLVE IN TWO WEEKS. NETANYAHU
PLANS TO SPEND THE DAY IN THE UAE (Ha’aretz 12/10/20)
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is preparing for early elections and is
planning his trip to the United Arab Emirates on December 23 – the same
day the 2020 state budget expires and the Knesset is expected to dissolve.
Netanyahu planned to visit the UAE last week, following the normalization
agreement signed between the two countries. While the prime minister plans
to use it to send the message that he was leading a "historic journey" for
Israel while his rival Gantz is caught up in "petty politics."
A senior official at Netanyahu's office claims his trip was delayed only due to
security reasons, per the Shin Bet's request. In response to a request for
comment, the Shin Bet said that it does not respond to security matters.
Israel has lacked an approved budget since the beginning of the year, which
is the central disagreement between Gantz's Kahol Lavan and Netanyahu's
Likud parties.
Kahol Lavan is backing a biannual budget for 2020 and 2021, while Likud is
insisting on an annual budget for 2020. The Knesset will be automatically
dissolved if lawmakers fail to pass the budget by December 23, sending
Israel to its fourth election in two years.
Earlier on Wednesday, a Knesset committee approved a bill to dissolve
parliament, which would now go to a Knesset vote slated for Monday. The
bill, which sets March 16, 2021 as the suggested date to hold the election for
the 24th Knesset, has to pass two more Knesset votes after that before
December 23, unless a budget is passed until then.
Ten House Committee members backed the vote to approve the draft bill,
which passed a preliminary Knesset vote last Wednesday. Seven members
opposed it, all of them from coalition parties Likud, Shas and United Torah
Judaism.
61 lawmakers voted in favor of the draft bill in last week's preliminary vote,
and 54 against. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu made it clear that his
Likud party will vote against the bill, which was put forth by the opposition.
Benny Gantz, hoping to spur Netanyahu to reach a compromise on the 2021
state budget, voted in favor.
The coalition agreement between the two leaders was formed at the start of
the coronavirus crisis after a prolonged political deadlock. Opposition parties
claim the current coalition is unstable and paralyzed in its ability to serve
voters. They also say Netanyahu does not intend to keep his end of the deal

in letting Gantz take over the premiership in one year's time.
ISRAEL SUMMONS RUSSIAN ENVOY FOR CALLING JEWISH STATE A
MIDEAST 'PROBLEM' (Israel Hayom 12/10/20)
Russia's ambassador to Israel was summoned to the Foreign Ministry on
Wednesday for a dressing down following scathing comments he made
against the Jewish state.
On Tuesday, the Jerusalem Post published a lengthy interview with
Ambassador Anatoly Viktorov, in which he pointed to the Jewish state as the
"problem" in the Middle East – not Iran.
He further suggested that Jerusalem's ignoring of the Palestinian issue is the
root cause for the region's instability.
"It's a lack of understanding between countries and non-compliance with
[United Nations] resolutions in the Israel-Arab and Israel-Palestinian conflict"
that destabilizes the region, he said.
In the interview, Viktorov was also quoted as accusing Israel of fueling
violence, referring to airstrikes in Syria that have targeted Iranian military
positions and arms convoys earmarked for Hezbollah.
"Israel is attacking Hezbollah, Hezbollah is not attacking Israel," he said,
adding that Israel should not attack "the territories of sovereign UN
members."
The Foreign Ministry earlier said Viktorov was "seriously reprimanded" for his
comments by Alon Bar, the ministry's political director.
"Bar rejected out of hand the comments published in the interview and
emphasized that they are inconsistent with the reality in the Middle East," a
Foreign Ministry statement said.
Bar also said regional issues, "especially the Iranian threat and terror groups
who do Iran's bidding, particularly Hezbollah," should be discussed through
diplomatic channels, "with reference to the reality and threats which Israel is
dealing with and not outrageous and dangerous false visions," according to
the statement.
He further clarified Israel's stance on the matter and expressed Israel's
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expectations that discourse on regional issues will be conducted through
diplomatic channels only.
The Israeli government expects dialogue with Moscow to "relate to reality
and the threats Israel faces, and not to outrageous and dangerously false
illusions, as is and has been customary thus far between the two countries,"
the statement read.
SENIOR COALITION MEMBERS JOIN NETANYAHU CHALLENGER
SA'AR (YNet 12/9/20)
Two members of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's coalition have
announced Wednesday that they would join his Likud rival Gideon Sa'ar in a
new breakaway party as Israel inched closer to its fourth round of elections in
less than two years.
Sa'ar, a former minister for Likud, said Tuesday that he was resigning from
Likud and Knesset and launching a new party with the aim of replacing
Netanyahu as the leader of the right wing in Israel.
Communications Minister Yoaz Hendel and the chair of the Knesset Foreign
Affairs and Defense Committee Zvi Hauser - both former Netanyahu aides
elected on the Blue & White ticket - have announced they will run with Sa'ar
in the next elections. The two currently sit in the coalition as members of their
own Derekh Eretz faction.
They released a joint statement, saying that Netanyahu's legal woes are
dictating political events.
"Being right-wing does not mean being a Netanyahu supporter and
determine what’s best for the leader, but rather the opposite — to make
decisions based on ideology," Hendel. "Likud has become mixed up in the
past few years. Gideon Sa’ar has not."
"We preferred to give a chance to a unity government, but Netanyahu chose
to continue to divide Israel, precisely during an unbearable crisis," Hauser
added. "This government has failed at its job."
Meanwhile, Knesset House Committee on Wednesday moved legislation to
hold elections on March 16, 2021 to the plenum for approval.
Likud officials on Wednesday sought to downplay the impact of Sa'ar's
announcement, with one saying it would not make any difference to the
ongoing political row between Likud and coalition partner Blue & White that
has prompted the move to dissolve Knesset.
However, Sa'ar's move could impact Netanyahu's ability to form a new
government after the next elections, with initial polling indicating he could win
at least 10 seats, enough to block the prime minister's efforts to form a
coalition.
"Everything that has happened in the last year has made me realize a
change in the country's leadership was necessary," Sa'ar said in a televised
address Tuesday.
He slammed the prime minister's handling of the coronavirus crisis and
accused him of perverting his party and position in order to avoid criminal
charges after being indicted for corruption.
"Loyalty to Likud's way, values and ideals have been replaced by flattery and
platitudes that border on a cult of personality of a man who is flesh and
blood," he said.
His support is expected to come mainly from Likud and Yamina voters.
Unlike Sa'ar, Yamina leader Naftali Bennett has not said he would refuse to
join another Netanyahu-led government.
Sa'ar made a failed challenge against Netanyahu for the Likud leadership in
a December party primary, winning just 27.5% of the vote.
SA'AR WINS 16-18 SEATS IN LATEST POLLS (Arutz-7 12/10/20)
A poll published on Kan 11 News on Wednesday and conducted by Kantar
Media shows that if elections were held today, Gideon Sa’ar's new party
would win 18 seats.
The Likud wins 25 seats according to this poll, Yamina wins 17, Yesh Atid 15
and the predominantly Arab Joint List 11.
Shas wins 8 seats, Blue and White 7, United Torah Judaism 7, Yisrael
Beytenu 6 and Meretz 6.
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The right-wing and haredi bloc has a total of 57 seats, the center-left bloc
and the Joint List has 39 and in the middle are Sa’ar’s party and Yisrael
Beytenu.
The poll also examined a scenario in which MK Yifat Shasha-Biton and
former IDF Chief of Staff Gadi Eizenkot run with Sa’ar’s party.
In such a situation, the Likud wins 23 seats, Sa’ar’s party 21, Yamina 17,
Yesh Atid-Telem 15, the Joint List 11, Blue and White 8, Shas 8, United
Torah Judaism 7, Yisrael Beytenu 5 and Meretz 5.
On the question of suitability for Prime Minister, Binyamin Netanyahu
receives 40% with Sa’ar behind him at 32%.
A poll by the Midgam Institute conducted for Channel 12 News found that if
elections were held today, Sa’ar's party would win 16 seats.
The Likud party wins 26 seats in this poll, Yamina 18, Yesh Atid-Telem 15
and the Joint List 11.
Shas and United Torah Judaism each win 8 seats, Blue and White drops to
6, Yisrael Beytenu has 6 as well and so does Meretz.
Labor, the Jewish Home and Gesher do not pass the electoral threshold.
ALMOST A THIRD OF ISRAELIS LIVING IN POVERTY SINCE COVID HIT,
REPORT FINDS (Ha’aretz 12/10/20)
The poverty rate in Israel jumped from about a fifth of all families to almost a
third since the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic this year, figures from
the annual “Alternative Poverty Report” from the Latet (To Give) nonprofit
organization show.
According to the report, in 2020, the poverty rate rose from 20.1 percent, or
582,000 households, to 29.3 percent, 850,000 households. This means
268,000 families fell into poverty – and 143,000 additional households face
food and nutritional insecurity.
Latet’s data show that 422,000 Israeli households are in financial distress – a
rise of 14.5 percent since the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis. Out of
656,000 families (22.6 percent) living in nutritional insecurity, 286,000 (9.9
percent) of them live in dangerously low nutritional insecurity.
Before the pandemic, 513,000 Israeli households had low nutritional
insecurity (17.8 percent) and 252,000 (8.8 percent) had severe food
insecurity – according to data from the National Insurance Institute for 2018.
The NII has not released new figures on food insecurity since 2018, when the
data for 2016 was published.
Gilles Darmon, the president and founder of Latet, said the alternative
poverty report this year is without a doubt the worst ever since Latet began
researching poverty in Israel over 15 years ago.
"The report testifies to the unprecedented scope of the social disaster that we
are experiencing at the height of the coronavirus crisis, which is a true
tragedy," said Darmon. “Nonetheless, it would be dangerous to think that the
coronavirus crisis is a temporary period in the history of our country. We are
experiencing the birth of a new reality in Israeli society.”
“The government’s failure is even more jarring and the underprivileged
groups were at the bottom of the political priorities because of their inability to
make their voices heard and apply pressure on decision makers. In light of all
this, it begs the question: Are we at the beginning of a ‘lost decade’ for the
underprivileged classes in Israel?” added Darmon.
Of the general population in Israel, 50.7 percent reported a severe
deterioration in their economic situation because of the coronavirus outbreak,
and 19.6 percent reported severe damage to their health, according to the
report.
Almost a quarter of the families in Israel, 23 percent, report their economic
situation is good or better during the crisis, compared to 45 percent before
the coronavirus outbreak. Of those who receive aid, 62 percent say their
financial situation has become much worse or very much worse, and 55.6
percent of those who receive aid say their debts have grown during the crisis.
The report included a number of studies based on surveys of representative
samples of all parts of Israeli society, aid recipients and the heads of food aid
nonprofits. The calculation of the poverty line used by Latet is based on the
NII’s criteria.

The report also said that 86 percent of the elderly who receive support have
experienced a feeling of loneliness during the crisis. 21.6 percent of the
elderly who receive aid feared that they would die in their homes without
anyone knowing.
In addition, 73.9 percent of those receiving aid said they do not own a
computer for distance learning, and 70 percent of the families that receive aid
are unable to buy basic school supplies.
President Reuven Rivlin commented on the report on Wednesday, saying
that it “demonstrated how the coronavirus crisis has turned from a health
crisis into a broad and deep economic and social crisis. Alongside the
concrete harm to the middle class, it turns out that the most vulnerable
groups are suffering in the harshest way during the present crisis.”
HIGH COURT POISED TO RULE ON EXPLOSIVE NON-ORTHODOX
CONVERSION (JPost 12/9/20)
The High Court of Justice has indicated it will shortly issue a decision on a
critical case regarding the recognition of non-Orthodox conversions
performed in Israel, with the likely outcome being that it will rule to grant state
recognition for such conversions.
The case was first filed in 2005, and the High Court ruled on Monday that it
will not grant any further requests to delay a ruling on the explosive issue of
who is a Jew in the Jewish state.
Reform and Masorti (Conservative) conversions performed in Israel are
currently not recognized for the purposes of obtaining citizenship under the
Law of Return, as are Orthodox conversions and non-Orthodox conversions
conducted abroad.
In 2005, the two non-Orthodox Jewish denominations filed a petition to the
court demanding that citizenship be granted to several converts who
converted through their conversion systems in Israel.
In a decision issued on Monday, the High Court noted the extremely lengthy
period of time since the petition was first filed and the numerous requests by
the state to delay a ruling while it seeks to find a legislative solution.
It said, therefore, that there was no reason to further delay a ruling, although
it asked the petitioning organizations to give an update on the current status
of the petitioners seeking Israeli citizenship by December 21.
In a similar case in 2016, the High Court ruled that an individual who
converted through a non-state, independent Orthodox rabbinical court must
be granted citizenship under the Law of Return.
The non-Orthodox movements believe the court is likely to rule in their favor
due to the similarities of the case.
The ultra-Orthodox political parties and their rabbinic leadership are fiercely
opposed to any such recognition, and in a statement made just this week the
Council of Torah Sages of the Degel Hatorah Party denounced any such
recognition, against the background of the looming decision.
Shas chairman and Interior Minister Arye Deri has introduced legislation that
would circumvent any High Court ruling granting non-Orthodox converts
citizenship, although it has not been advanced beyond the preliminary
stages.
“This is good news, and hopefully justice will be done for the people who
want citizenship,” said Rabbi Andy Sacks, director of the Masorti Movement’s
Rabbinical Assembly in Israel.
“Too many people have waited for too long, been left in limbo and denied the
rights. We hope the court’s decision will recognize that the conversion
process is not the monopoly of the few.”
A spokesman for Deri did not respond to a request for comment.
BEN-GURION LETTER OUTLINING HIS VISION FOR ISRAEL
DISCOVERED AFTER 69 YEARS (YNet 12/7/20)
A previously unknown letter written by Israel’s first prime minister David BenGurion describing his vision for the nascent state was recently discovered,
approximately 69 years after it was first sent.
The 1951 missive to a Swedish journalist was kept by the recipient’s
granddaughter, who is the current Swedish ambassador to Finland Nicola

3
Clase.
Clase shared the letter with Israeli Ambassador to Finland Hagit Ben-Yaakov
at a meeting between the two.
In his letter, Ben-Gurion wrote in Hebrew: “In establishing the State of Israel,
the dream of generations of Jews for a national revival has been realized.
"We are at the beginning of our journey, the state was established not only
for the hundreds of thousands of Jews who lived in the country before - but
for all the masses of scattered Israelis, who need and aspire to an
independent homeland... Most of all, humanity needs at this time peace,
cooperation and friendship between peoples. True friendship will thrive solely
on the basis of mutual recognition."
"[Clase’s] grandfather was a journalist in his youth who worked for the
Swedish magazine Världshorisont," says Ben-Yaakov.
"The magazine wrote a special issue on Israel and sent a draft of it to David
Ben-Gurion, then the prime minister of the young State of Israel. Ben-Gurion
wrote back to the magazine with a letter in which he presented in Hebrew his
vision.”
According to Clase, her grandfather framed the letter and hung it in his
home. After his death, she took the letter, which now accompanies her
wherever she goes.
"I held the letter in my hand and began to translate Ben-Gurion’s words for
her," says Ben-Yaakov. "When I finished reading we were both teary-eyed
from excitement."
HAREDI DEVELOPERS JOIN BATTLE AGAINST COVID-19 IN BNEI
BRAK HACKATHON (JPost 12/10/20)
Hundreds of haredi developers from around Israel united to develop
innovative solutions to help in the battle against the continuing coronavirus
pandemic in a hackathon last Wednesday in Bnei Brak.
Senior programmers and developers joined the hackathon to help work for
24 hours on developing a variety of solutions to help Israel better deal with
the challenges brought by the pandemic.
Several of the proposals drew the interest of a number of international
companies and non-profits, including Google, Pitango and Poalim Hi-Tech.
Many of the participants were from Bnei Brak itself, which was hit hard by the
coronavirus outbreak, recording one of the highest infection rates in the
country.
Each team focused on one goal from a list of challenges from the pandemic,
including big data analysis of the virus's behavior and patters and tools to cut
chains of infection in hotspots.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and President Reuven Rivlin filmed
messages for the participants and organizers of the event.
“I want to send you my heartfelt blessings on your outstanding initiative to
incorporate Orthodox workers into the technology industry. I am thrilled that
this sector is integrating so wonderfully into the industry,” said Rivlin,
according to a press release.
The hackathon was sponsored by Kama-Tech, a social initiative to help
absorb haredi workers into the hi-tech industry.
The event took place both in-person and over Zoom while following Health
Ministry guidelines.
“I’m very excited to be here at this event, launching a hackathon of male and
female haredi programmers who united to develop innovative solutions to the
many challenges that we’re facing in this era,” said Science and Technology
Minister and coronavirus cabinet member Izhar Shay, according to a press
release.
“Over 300 people are here today, mostly on Zoom. Once again, Kama-Tech
developers are proving how they successfully integrate innovation with love
of Israel. The ideas that I’ve seen are all breathtaking and original.”
Hi-tech developer Tehillah Ruben, from Bnei Brak, stated that, as a resident
of the hard hit city, she was "strongly motivated to seek solutions, and
especially to brainstorm for ways to protect people classified as high-risk by
significantly reducing the risks of infection."
Ruben and her team developed an app called Pod-It which allow users to

check their risk levels.
Matt Eckstein and his team developed an app that can read a person's body
temperature, tell if they're wearing a mask and identify the number of
individuals in a building.
“Corona was a grueling period that affected everyone in different ways.
Orthodox Jews in Israel often have large families, and we live a particularly
social existence that includes meeting three times a day for prayers, daily
study regimens and lectures in synagogues, as well as frequent family
gatherings and large weddings and events, faced their own unique set of
technical challenges and complications," said Eckstein. "Unfortunately,
COVID is not off the map yet, and we have to learn to live with it rather than
escape it. The application that we developed facilitates this goal."
First place at the hackathon went to Natta Marom and his team who
developed an application to study billions of transactions and identify
correlations in ways that allow authorities to quickly identify outbreaks of the
virus. The platform will identify infection patterns and analyze real-life
anonymized information about the disease.
Marom's team will donate the NIS 5,000 prize to Ezer Mi'Zion, a health
support organization in Israel which provides a variety of different medical
and social support services.
“The Orthodox community was one of sectors hardest hit by corona in Israel,
mostly due to the density of its cities which boast some of the highest
populations and saturations in the country. In contrast, the Orthodox
community also encompasses fantastic talent, creativity and wisdom.
Particularly because we were so deeply affected by the virus, we were
determined to recruit our greatest minds to gather and fight this lifethreatening illness on the front lines," said Moshe Friedman, founder and
CEO of Kama-Tech.
"I had no doubt that we’d witness incredible results during these 24 hours,
and we did.”
BERESHEET 2, SECOND ISRAELI LUNAR SPACECRAFT, IS UNVEILED
(Ha’aretz 12/10/20)
Last year, after entering the Moon's orbit, the original Beresheet lost its main
engine and went into an uncontrolled descent before it crashed
The founders of the SpaceIL announced Wednesday that work has begun on
"Beresheet 2," a moon lander that will attempt to be the first spacecraft built
by the private sector to safely land on the moon, after its antecedent failed.
SpaceIL said their intention to launch the spacecraft to the moon during the
first half of 2024. When it nears the moon, the craft will separate into an
orbiter – designed to orbit the moon for several years – and two landers. The
landers will each land in a different site and will carry out various scientific
experiments.
The project, launched in cooperation with the Science Ministry and the Israel
Aerospace Industries, was unveiled at the official residence of President
Reuven Rivlin.
Rivlin hailed the "golden age of Israeli space exploration," stressing the
importance of science, medicine and research in a time of a pandemic. "We
realized how much more we have to learn, not only on distant planets and
huge galaxies, but here on our little Earth," he said.
The project includes the construction of three different spacecraft: An orbiter
and two landers. Half of the mission's costs – estimated at some $100 million
– will be funded by international cooperation agreements, while the other half
will be covered by donations and sponsorships.
Last year, After entering orbit, the original Beresheet spacecraft lost its main
engine and went into an uncontrolled descent before it crashed.
The Israeli spacecraft had to tackle one of the biggest challenges of its lunar
journey – the landing maneuver, the last stage of which was controlled solely
by the spacecraft’s computer.
CAN ISRAEL NOW GIVE UP ITS NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES? (Akiva Eldar,
Ha’aretz 12/8/20)
Conventional wisdom holds that the normalization agreements between
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Israel and the Gulf states strengthen the coalition against Iran. And that
thanks to his wonderful relationship with Donald Trump, Benjamin Netanyahu
has also mustered Arab consent for Israel’s nuclear advantage. But not
necessarily.
Between the lines of Thomas Friedman’s column last week in The New York
Times, based on an interview with President-elect Joe Biden, lies the
possibility that expanding the circle of peace in the region actually threatens
Israel’s policy of nuclear exclusivity and opacity.
Biden’s incoming team, Friedman wrote, is aiming for renewed negotiations
with Iran that will include not just the original signatories to the deal with
Tehran – the United States, Russia, China, Britain, France, Germany and the
European Union – but also Iran’s Arab neighbors, especially Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates. This approach could put to the test Israel’s
traditional stance regarding the denuclearization of the Middle East, a
position that has the support of the outgoing American administration.
At forums of the International Atomic Energy Agency, when there is
discussion about Israel’s refusal to sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
and to open its own nuclear facilities to agency’s inspectors, Israel always
says that in principle it supports the demilitarization of the region from
weapons of mass destruction – but only after peaceful relations are
established between the Middle Eastern countries, accompanied by
confidence-building measures.
When Israel’s representatives were invited to present their position,
representatives from the Gulf states and Sudan would demonstratively leave
the hall – showing that the conditions were not ripe for discussions about
denuclearization or about Israel signing the treaty. Presumably, at the
agency’s next conventions, the representatives of those countries will remain
in their seats and maybe even take coffee breaks afterward with their
counterparts from Jerusalem.
Thus, we are left with the violent conflict between Israel and Iran and its
proxies in Syria and Lebanon. This is the time and place for a reminder that
at the five-year Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the NonProliferation of Nuclear Weapons, held in New York in May 2010, the
Obama-Biden administration supported convening a United Nations summit
to declare the Middle East a nuclear weapons-free zone.
A summary of the conference says that “making the Middle East a nuclear
weapon-free zone is a rare point of agreement between the United States
and Russia.” The summit was supposed to take place in Helsinki in 2012.
Finnish Deputy Foreign Minister Jaakko Laajava, special facilitator of the
summit, visited the region several times and met with officials from Israel’s
Foreign Ministry. But because of a dispute between Israel and Iran
concerning the agenda of the confab, it was repeatedly postponed.
In March 2015, then-Deputy Director of the Foreign Ministry Jeremy
Issacharoff (currently the Israeli ambassador in Berlin), attended a
preparatory meeting for the Helsinki summit that was held in Berlin under the
auspices of the German Frankfurt Peace Academy NGO’s Academic Peace
Orchestra Middle East.
Sitting with the Israeli representatives was Saudi Arabia’s Prince Turki bin
Faisal, who expressed astonishment at Israel’s refusal to discuss the Arab
peace initiative, endorsed by the Arab League in 2002. The concluding
statement of the session in Berlin noted that representatives from Israel and
Arab countries had participated in five rounds of consultations to discuss
aspects of the Helsinki summit. (Full disclosure: This writer participated in the
talks.)
What wasn’t said in the statement was that two representatives from Tehran
also actively participated in those consultations.
Under pressure from Netanyahu, the Obama administration ultimately pulled
out of the Arab initiative, earning public thanks from the Israeli premier.
Trump’s election in 2016 put the initiative in the deep freeze. Ironically, the
outgoing president’s contribution to the thawing of relations between Israel
and the Gulf states weakens Israel’s position regarding nuclear proliferation
and opens up the path to Helsinki. Perhaps the path back to Oslo, too.

Vayeishev/Chanukah 5781

A Vision of Greatness
Presented by Rabbi Zacharia Schwartz, Kollel Adjunct
From our archives
In this week’s Parsha, Yosef finds himself stuck in Egypt, a land that epitomized immorality, fighting to
resist the advances of the wife of his master, Potiphar. Indeed, Chazal tell us that although Yosef
successfully rejected her overtures many times, Yosef finally came close to succumbing . Ultimately, Yosef
triumphs over temptation and emerges a hero – Yosef Hatzadik (Yosef the Righteous). Chazal tell us that
Yosef saw a vision of his father’s face and that sight provided Yosef with the strength to remain virtuous.
Of course, that itself requires explanation. What was it about seeing his father that helped Yosef to
overcome his challenge? One thought is that the vision reminded Yosef that he was connected to
something greater and of the standard that was expected of him.
Each one of us has the ability to use this same strategy to help us through our own challenges. We are all
connected to the Jewish nation and its long, noble history. Moreover, the more that we connect ourselves
to something larger or greater than ourselves – e.g., a community, a mentor, etc. -- the more we are
equipped to face life’s tests with a healthy image of ourselves as someone who can succeed. May we all
take this message to heart, and build those connections that will help us to see, and live up to, visions of
greatness.

Wishing you a Good Shabbos!

To sponsor an issue of Shabbos Delights please contact info@gwckollel.org.

Parsha Riddle

Point to Ponder
And his (Yaakov’s) father (Yitzchak) cried for him. (37, 35)
Yitzchak was crying for the sorrow of his son, but he did not mourn
the death of Yosef because he knew that he was alive. (Rashi)
Why didn’t Hashem tell Yaakov that Yosef was alive? Since the
brothers included Hashem in the cherem (excommunication) not to
reveal the truth about Yosef to Yaakov. Yitzchak knew that Yosef was
alive but he figured, Hashem didn’t reveal the fact to Yaakov, why
should I? (Rashi 37, 33)
Hashem didn’t reveal the truth about Yosef because He was part of
the cherem. Why would that have any implication whether Yitzchak
should or should not reveal the truth about Yosef?

At the end of parashas Vayeishev, Yosef informs Pharaoh’s Chamberlain
of the Cupbearers and Chamberlain of the Bakers of their respective fates:
the former will be restored to his post, and the latter will be executed. It is
easy to understand why Yosef informed the former of his imminent good
fortune, but it is less clear why he informed the latter of his impending
doom.
Over the past several decades, halachic authorities and medical ethicists
operating within a Torah framework have debated the question of whether
a terminally ill patient should be informed of his diagnosis and prognosis.
Some argue that he should not, since despair can be a self-fulfilling
prophecy, agitating the sufferer and causing his condition to deteriorate.
Additionally, prayer can always be effective, even when there is no natural
possibility of recover, and a patient who is hopeless may fail to properly pray
for his recovery. (Shut. Betzeil ha’Chochmah 2:55; R. Shlomo Aviner, Assia
Vol. 3 pp. 336-37) Others disagree, arguing that a terminally ill patient,
particularly in the case of cancer with its concomitant treatments of
radiation and chemotherapy, will realize regardless that his condition is dire,
and so on the contrary, in many cases the patient will likely benefit from
having a clear and concrete understanding of his condition and from the
ability to discuss it openly with his physicians, as opposed to being left to
grapple alone with his terrors and ignorance of the exact nature of his
disease. (Prof. Shimon Glick in Assia ibid. pp. 497-98; Nishmas Avraham (2nd
edition) YD 447-48)
Earlier authorities had already tried to balance the desire to provide a
gravely ill individual with the opportunity to confess his sins (vidui) before
death with the imperative of avoiding agitating him and thereby worsening
his condition. In order to avoid destroying his morale, we assure him that
“Many have confessed their sins but did not die … and in the merit of
confessing your sins you will live …” (Tur YD siman 338, citing Ramban) In
the same vein, some authorities maintain that we only mention vidui to one
who is near death, since were we to do so to one not near death, we would
destroy his morale. (Bach and Shach ibid. s.k. 1)

What was Hashem’s response to the brothers’ plan
to kill Yosef?
Please see next week’s issue for the answer.
Last week’s riddle:
A Torah scholar should have an eighth of an eighth of haughtiness. (Sotah
5a) What is the connection between the above statement of Chazal and this
week’s Parsha?
Answer: “An eighth of an eighth” refers to the eighth verse in the eighth
parsha, “Kotontee m’kol hachasodim” / My merits have been diminished on
account of the miracles You performed for me. Teaching that one cannot be
haughty thinking that he deserves to be saved based on his own merits.
Rather one should realize that his previous salvation may have been on
account of his merits. It is that amount of haughtiness that is permissible.
(Vilna Gaon)

Who Am I?
#1 WHO AM I ?
1. For the mavoi, I’m no good.
2. I invalidate your Sukkah.
3. I could invalidate your Chanukah lights.
4. I was for the pit.

#2 WHO AM I ?
1. I resembled my father.
2. I was hated.
3. I “took away reproach.”
4. I was a prayer for another.

Last Week’s Answers
#1 Esav’s 400 men (We were “tough,” We
caused a tri-response, We caused fear, We caused
division.)
#2 Gid Hanashe (Sciatic Nerve) (I caused a
limp, I can’t be eaten, I am named for my
displacement, What a nerve!)

Visit gwckollel.org to submit your answers.
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