Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts
January 1 - 2, 2021 - 18 Teves 5781 - Parshas Vayechi
Light Candles by 4:38 - Havdalah 5:42
The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by the Edeson and Stern families to commemorate the 2nd
Yahrzeit of their beloved husband, father and grandfather, Jacob S. Edeson, Yaakov Shlomo ben Yosef
Nosson, Z”L, and by the Gaisin family to commemorate the Yahrzeits of Manuil Gaisin (Menachem
Mendel ben Eliyahu HaKohen, Z”L), Sophia Gaisin (Sara Gittel bas Avraham, Z”L), Leon Millman
(Leib Eitan ben Avraham, Z”L), and Nora Millman (Necha Gittel bas Avraham Zalman, Z”L).

Mazal Tov
 Eva & Ben Bazian on the birth of a new British subject of the
female persuasion to their children, Sara & Ben Baliti of
London, UK. Mazal Tov to aunts, uncles and cousins: Shoshana
& Doni Moskowitz, Zach, Rebecca and Maya; Jessica & Sam
Bazian, Rafi and Rena; and Shira Bazian.

Condolences
 Marcelle Chalom on the passing of her sister, Allegra Setton,
The funeral took place in New York on Sunday.
 Eliezer Goldfeiz on the passing of his mother, Miriam Goldfeiz.
The funeral took place in Israel. Eliezer is observing Shiva
through Monday morning. He may be reached during Shiva at
240-472-6800.

Shabbos Schedule
Limited Minyanim are now taking place at YISE under Montgomery
County’s Phase 2 guidelines. All Minyanim require advance
registration and confirmation. If you are interested in attending
Minyanim and have not already registered, please go to
https://www.yise.org/minyan If you are registered for a Minyan and
are unable to attend at that time, please do not go to a different
Minyan. If you have any questions, please contact minyan@yise.org

Friday Night:
• Light Candles by 4:38
• Mincha: 4:45, 4:40 (Sephardi)
If you Daven Kabbalos Shabbos prior to Shkia (4:56 PM), it is
preferable to Daven Mincha prior to Plag (3:57 PM).

Shabbos Day:
• Shacharis: 7:20, 9:00, 9:30, 8:30 (Sephardi)
• Mincha: 2:30, 4:00, 4:00 (Sephardi)
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 5:42

COVID-19 Updates
 Outdoor Minyan - If you are interested in a Shabbos morning
outdoor Minyan without a tent, subject to weather conditions,
please email Ari Elias-Bachrach at outdoor@yise.org
 Advance registration for Minyanim is required and space is
limited. Go to https://www.yise.org/minyan to register. If you
have changes to your original registration form, please send an
email to minyan@yise.org with details.
 The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to
return our lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each
other as we navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow
stronger as individuals and as a community.

Weekday Shiurim
Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list and
updated times, go to:
https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed by a
15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Sunday through Friday 8:30 AM Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed by a 15minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:30 PM - Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women (spiritual selfimprovement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and Fridays,
6:00 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now studying Sefer
Yehoshua,Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A.
 GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men and Women Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM
 Unraveling the Navi with Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Zoom B.
 Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays at
10:00 AM, Zoom F.
 Rabbi Yonatan Zakem’s Shiur for men & women, Pearls of Prayer,
exploring the depth and meaning of our daily prayers.
Sunday evenings, Sundays at 7:30 PM, Zoom I.
 GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) - 8:15
PM - 9:15 PM (except as noted). For more info. contact Rabbi Hillel
Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361.
 For Men & Women - Zoom C (except as noted):
 Mondays: (for men only) Rabbi H. Shaps, On the Same Page Gemara,
Zoom B.
 Tuesdays: Rabbi Winter - Torah Topics
 Wednesdays: Rabbi Grossman - Reading Responsa
 Thursdays: Rabbi Grossman - Parshas Hashavua, 9:00 PM
 For Women - Zoom D:
 Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Parsha Journeys
 Tuesdays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Bereishis in-Depth
 Semichat Chaver Program, Tuesdays at 9:00 PM with Rabbi Hillel
Shaps. For more information, please contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps:
hshaps@gwckollel.org
 The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s Shiur on
Daily Halachos for men & women, Tuesdays 9:15 AM, Zoom E.
 Rabbi Yitzchak Scher's Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays, 1:30
PM, “A Second Look-Stories in the Torah from a Deeper
Perspective”, Zoom H.
 Rabbi Moshe Arzouan's Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, learning
Maseches Gittin on Wednesday evenings, 8:00 PM, Zoom G.
Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting ID, or
call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password:
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019
Zoom B: ID: 349 754 2180, password GWCK
Zoom C: ID: 746 455 2195, password GWCK
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter
Zoom E: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613
Zoom F: ID: 978 8156 7874, password RabbiHyatt
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz
Zoom H: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079
Zoom I: ID: 269 840 3648, password online Pearls, phone 621690

YISE Programs and Listings
Grocery Drive for Holy Cross Hospital - YISE is happy to join with the other Shuls in the area in providing much-needed food for Holy Cross
Hospital employees in need, and will be making its contributions in the month of January. See the attached flyer or go to
https://wp.yise.org/grocery for details on donating through PayPal, or directly with non-perishable items. It is important that we support those
hospital employees in their time of need, when they are the ones who often provide for us in our times of need.
Ask The Rabbi! Come join our new virtual, interactive monthly program featuring different Halachos of Shabbos! This month’s topic: Borer
(selecting) on Shabbos and Yom Tov. How am I supposed to separate the food I want from other foods on Shabbos? Is it really true that borer
applies to cleaning up a board game? Tuesday, January 26, 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM on Zoom A. The first 45 minutes are for Shailos submitted in
advance and the last 15 minutes are for Q & A. Send in your questions related to Borer to: AskTheRabbi@yise.org by Sunday, January 24. For
more information or to submit questions by phone, contact Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517 or mfriedman2@yahoo.com To sponsor the Shiur,
contact office@yise.org
Come Join Rabbi Koss’s Monthly Jewish History class - now on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed
Committee: Rabbi Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, January 4, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom A. For more
information, contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com
Camp Shomrai is back for another fun-filled summer with programming for children in preschool through ninth grade! Camp runs from July 5th
through August 13th. For more information or to register online, visit our website at https://campshomrai.org
UPDATE: Learning to live with COVID-19 - Motzei Shabbos, January 23, 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM on Zoom - Meeting ID: 878 2795 1873,
password 699427. Organized by Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and YISE. See flyer for details.
Go Social! Want to reconnect with Shul friends you lost touch with these past COVID-19 months? We’re missing our Shul buddies as well!
YISE’s Social Committee wants your energy to help lead new (Zoom interactive, of course) programs. Sahra Ginsburg sahra@ginsburg.cc Sharon
Shimoff sharonshimoff@gmail.com and Max Rudmann max.rudmann1@gmail.com are waiting to hear from you.
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical crises. We
are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., contact:
Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com
The Rachel Bassan Horwitz Fund is used for medical needs in our area, elsewhere in the US, and in Israel. In order to continue this muchneeded medical fund, your financial help is needed! Tax-deductible contributions may be made payable to: YISE Charity SPECIAL Fund, c/o
Norma Burdett, 11720 Lovejoy St., Silver Spring, MD 20902. Earmark: Bassan Fund. For more info: Norma Burdett, 301-593-5964 or Pearl
Bassan, 301-649-3137.
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health arrives
speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now available for sponsorship
on an individual Shiur or a daily basis.
Our current limited ability to Daven with a Minyan and to say Kaddish is difficult and a challenge. However, sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah
learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any
other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not available.
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):
 Daily Morning (Sunday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
 Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Chumash Navi Shiur for Women
 Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning
2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The Pre-Shabbos Drasha video is available for sponsorship at $54.
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support.

Thank you to this past week’s Shiurim sponsors:
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Tehillim/Parsha and Halacha Shiur
 Jacob & Debbie Frenkel in honor of and in appreciation to Seth Katz, Manasseh Katz and Rabbi Rosenbaum for their tireless efforts and
dedication to enable and maintain safe and comfortable in-person Minyanim for those who wish to daven in Shul.
 Jacob & Debbie Frenkel in honor of Rabbi Rosenbaum and in appreciation to him for his insightful and excellent daily Shiurim, his unparalleled
commitment to and thought about safety for our Minyanim, and his leadership through this most unique period.
 Judy & David Marwick in memory of Henry Greene, Judy’s grandfather, whose Yahrzeit is 15 Teves.
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur
 David Jaray for a Refuah Sheleimah for Rabbi Hyatt and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend the Shiur.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Wednesday Night Women’s Chumash Shiur
 Rosalyn Bramson in memory of Madeline Bramson, Menucha bas Alexander Ziskind, whose Yahrzeit was the 6th day of Chanukah on Rosh
Chodesh Teves.
Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Erev Shabbos Parsha Drasha
 Dr. Farrell Bloch in honor of the Yahrzeit of his mother on 21 Teves, Gittel bas Velvel Noach Halevi (Gertrude Bloch).
 Naomi & Ori Carmel for a complete Refuah Sheleimah for Ephraim Avraham ben Rachel.

YISE Youth Announcements
Dor L’Dor - Motzei Shabbos, January 9, 7:15 PM. Parsha, pizza, prizes and more - but this year virtual! Register by Friday, January 8 at
https://yise.org/dorldor If you have any questions or would like to sponsor, please contact Michael Shimoff at mshimoff@yise.org See

flyer for details.

Game Night - Motzei Shabbos, January 16, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM on Zoom A. For ages 7 - 18. RSVP to bkugler@yise.org by January 12. See

flyer for details.

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or names
(anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org: Sponsor name, birthday or anniversary
date, name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts based on the date of the event.

Community Programs & Listings
Leadership in Action: An Evening of Tribute - Celebrate with Yeshiva of Greater Washington from the comfort of your own home on Sunday, January
10, at 8:00 PM as we honor Rabbi Amram & Mrs. Arona Hes, Rabbi Yitzchak & Mrs. Aliza Scher, and Dr. Itzi & Mrs. Dassie Barr. Special Guests,
Supporter Gifts, an exclusive pre-program, and more. Check out the program details, journal advertising, and RSVP at www.rayze.it/ygw For additional
information on either the campaign or the program, please contact ylabell@yeshiva.edu
The Silent Struggle: Increasing Our Awareness of and Sensitivity to Infertility, Pregnancy Loss and Mikvah - Tuesday, January 12, 8:00 PM on
Zoom, for women only. A panel discussion sponsored by the Robin Niman Mikvah Education Fund, a project of the Mikvah Emunah Society. Speakers
include Aimee Baron, MD, Rebbetzin Elisheva Levitt, Rebbetzin Rachie Reingold, and moderator Karen Wasserstein, PsyD.
Franco Foundation End-of-year Appeal - COVID-19 has increased financial insecurity by families and individuals in our community. Since it was
launched 23 years ago, the Franco Foundation has been helping, in communities across the Greater Washington region, hundreds of individuals and
families in very tight circumstances, unemployed, facing eviction, or otherwise unable to make ends meet. 100 percent of your donation goes to those in
need. Please send your donations to The Franco Foundation, 613 Bromley Street, Silver Spring, MD 20902 or use PayPal to
thefrancofoundation@gmail.com
Yad Yehuda - Unfortunately, many individuals and families across the Greater Washington Jewish community are facing the twin challenges of financial
and food insecurity. The scope of this need has grown exponentially during the current COVID-19 crisis. We receive new requests for assistance each
week. With the help of Hashem, Yad Yehuda answers these requests through our Emergency Financial Assistance and Tomchei Shabbos Programs and
through The Capital Kosher Pantry. Please consider making an additional year-end contribution, by visiting www.yadyehuda.org/donate
The Yad Yehuda Clothing Exchange will be open to all members of the community this Sunday, January 3, 10:00 AM - 12 Noon. We have a lot of
coats for all sizes! This is your opportunity to shop, at no cost, for beautiful, modest clothing in our well-equipped showroom. Shoppers must be in good
health, not have been in contact with someone who tested positive for Covid, wear masks and maintain social distancing. As we cannot accommodate
walk-ins at this time, please schedule an appointment at https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fhBnGaaLIgwaEUT4rDFUwdVKGz1_U9CeOYDf_A10iY/edit For questions or to schedule an appointment on another day: ncarmel@yadyehuda.org
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, January 6, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at vppr@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671
Penetrating Thoughts and Practical Perspectives - Thoughts on life, Torah and Middos. Based on Michtav M’Eliyahu, from Rav Eliyahu Dessler, Z”L.
Mondays, 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, with Rabbi Yitzchak Scher. Zoom - Meeting ID: 736 4190 7086, Passcode: torah. Presented by YGW Kollel Zichron
Amram. For more information, contact Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate at 404-273-3392.
Journey to Virtue: Self-Development through Jewish Study - Wednesdays, 8:00 PM on Zoom. Discover the great wisdom of the Jewish
tradition to help you reach your full potential, enhance your relationships, and live life with greater meaning! Presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps. The
journey continues. Join any time! No cost. Zoom info and registration at linksgw.org/classes
Remote Night Shiurim from YGW - Sunday 8:30 PM - 9:15 PM, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate; Monday/Wednesday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi
Ahron Lopiansky; Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold. Register at
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/1715843153121/WN_n6jNGqUpTpCN6ikCabUutA
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone interested may
email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 8:30 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM.
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.”
Kemp Mill Village is providing friendly phone calls and limited deliveries during the pandemic. Call 1-833-KMV-20902 to request service or to
volunteer. See kempmillvillage.org for more information.
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com
Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
January 8
January 3
January 4
January 5
January 6
January 7
Limited Minyanim will take place at YISE next week, advance registration and confirmation required. You are encouraged to Daven at home
at the same time as a Minyan at YISE. Shacharis: Sunday 6:30 AM/7:30 AM/8:45 AM;
Monday through Friday 6:30 AM/7:00 AM/8:45 AM. Mincha/Maariv: Sunday - Thursday: 4:50 PM.
Halachic Times: Latest Alos Hashachar 6:02 AM, Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 6:30 AM, Latest Netz: 7:28 AM, Latest Krias Shema: 9:50 AM,
Earliest Mincha: 12:46 PM, Earliest Shkia: 4:58 PM, Latest Tzeis Hacochavim: 5:48 PM

The Week Ahead

Next Shabbos
January 8 - 9, 2021 - 25 Teves 5781
Parshas Shemos/Mevorchim Hachodesh
Light Candles: 4:45
Havdalah: 5:48

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, January 6 at 12:00 Noon
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org
Office Phone: 301-593-4465 Office Fax: 301-593-2330
Eruv line: 301-593-5561 E-Mail: office@yise.org Website: www.yise.org
Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Yale Ginsburg - President
Simi Franco - Office Manager

YISE GROCERY DRIVE
to benefit Holy Cross Hospital
employees in need
Donate to YISE via PayPal at
https://wp.yise.org/grocery
and/or
Drop off shelf-stable food donations (no glass
containers) at the Ginsburg home (11700
Fulham Street) by Sunday, January 24.
Questions? Email social@yise.org

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah Presents

DOR L’DOR

Family Chevrusah-Style Learning - The Same Usual Motzei
Shabbos Fun, but This Year Virtual!
x

x
x

Delicious Pizza - delivered to homes within Kemp
Mill for children ages Pre-K - 6th grade
Interac ve online discussions
Raﬄe of exci ng prizes

5781 Motzei Shabbos Times:
November 7 — 7:00 pm
November 14 — 7:00 pm
December 5 — 7:00 pm
December 19 — 7:00 pm
January 9 — 7:15 pm
January 30 — 7:30 pm
February 6 — 7:30 pm
February 20 — 7:45 pm
March 6 — 8:00pm
Register your family at
https://yise.org/dorldor
Must register your children prior to
each event by that Friday at 10am
To sponsor this program, please
contact Michael Shimoff at
mshimoff@yise.org

Who: All children 7-18 years of age (groups will be broken up
by age (and by gender for middle and high school).
What: A fun night of online games
Where: Go to Zoom.us
Meeting ID: 416 963 9000
Passcode: 492019
When: Motzei Shabbos, January 16th at 7-8:30pm
Platform: https://en.boardgamearena.com/
To register, email bkugler@yise.org by no later than January
12th.
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YISE ZMANIM & DAVENING TIMES – WINTER 2021
Times are subject to change. Check the Shabbos Shorts for the latest information.
All Minyanim require pre-registration due to COVID-19 capacity restrictions.
In order to allow all members a chance to attend, your Minyan assignments may change from week to week.
Please do not attend a Minyan unless you have received confirmation of available space.
Register at https://www.yise.org/minyan If you have any questions, please contact minyan@yise.org
Friday
January 1
January 8
January 15
January 22
January 29
February 5
February 12
February 19
February 26
March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26

Parasha
Vayechi
Shemos
Vaera
Bo
Beshalach
Yisro
Mishpatim/Rosh Chodesh/Shekalim
Terumah/Zachor
Tetzaveh
Ki Sisa/Parah
Vayakhel-Pekudei/HaChodesh
Vayikra
Tzav/Shabbos Hagadol

Plag
3:57 PM
4:03 PM
4:09 PM
4:15 PM
4:22 PM
4:29 PM
4:35 PM
4:41 PM
4:47 PM
4:53 PM
4:58 PM
6:03 PM DST
6:08 PM

Light Candles
4:38 PM
4:45 PM
4:52 PM
5:00 PM
5:08 PM
5:16 PM
5:24 PM
5:32 PM
5:39 PM
5:47 PM
5:54 PM
7:01 PM DST
7:08 PM

Friday Mincha*
4:45 PM
4:50 PM
5:00 PM
5:05 PM
5:15 PM
5:25 PM
5:30 PM
5:40 PM
5:45 PM
5:55 PM
6:00 PM
7:10 PM DST
7:15 PM

Shabbos Ends
5:42 PM
5:48 PM
5:55 PM
6:02 PM
6:10 PM
6:17 PM
6:25 PM
6:32 PM
6:39 PM
6:46 PM
6:54 PM
8:01 PM DST
8:08 PM

* Mincha times are listed for information only. Please do not attend a Minyan unless you have received confirmation of available
space.
Mincha/Maariv
Shabbos Morning Minyan Times:
7:00 – Belonofsky Sanctuary - Time varies when Netz is close to 7:00 AM.
7:00 – Social Hall - Time varies when Netz is close to 7:00 AM.
8:30 – Sephardi - Beis Medrash
9:00 – Belonofsky Sanctuary
9:30 – Social Hall

January 3 - 7
January 10 - 14
January 17 - 21
January 24 - 28
Jan. 31 - Feb. 4
February 7 - 11
February 14 - 18
February 21 - 24
Feb. 28 - March 4
March 7 - 11
March 14 - 18
March 21 - 25
March 30 - April 1

4:50 PM
5:00 PM
5:05 PM
5:15 PM
5:20 PM
5:30 PM
5:35 PM
5:45 PM
5:55 PM
6:00 PM
7:05 PM
7:15 PM
7:20 PM

Zmanim are earliest or latest based on times for the entire week. All times are for Zip Code 20902
For other locations or specific dates, go to www.MyZmanim.com

January 3 - 9
January 10 - 16
January 17 - 23
January 24 - 30
Jan. 31 - Feb. 6
February 7 - 13
February 14 - 20
February 21 - 27
Feb. 28 - March 6
March 7 - 13
March 14 - 20
March 21 - 27
March 28 - April 3

Alos
Hashachar
(Latest)
6:02 AM
6:02 AM
6:00 AM
5:58 AM
5:53 AM
5:47 AM
5:40 AM
5:32 AM
5:22 AM
5:12 AM
6:01 AM
5:50 AM
5:38 AM

Earliest
Talis &
Tefilin
(Latest)
6:30 AM
6:30 AM
6:29 AM
6:26 AM
6:21 AM
6:15 AM
6:07 AM
5:59 AM
5:50 AM
5:39 AM
6:29 AM
6:18 AM
6:06 AM

Hanetz
Hachamah
(Latest)
7:28 AM
7:27 AM
7:25 AM
7:21 AM
7:16 AM
7:09 AM
7:01 AM
6:52 AM
6:42 AM
6:32 AM
7:21 AM
7:10 AM
6:59 AM

Latest
Krias
Sh’ma
(Earliest)
9:50 AM
9:51 AM
9:50 AM
9:48 AM
9:46 AM
9:42 AM
9:37 AM
9:32 AM
9:26 AM
9:20 AM
10:13 AM
10:06 AM
10:00 AM

Earliest
Mincha
(Latest)
12:46 PM
12:49 PM
12:51 PM
12:52 PM
12:53 PM
12:53 PM
12:53 PM
12:52 PM
12:51 PM
12:50 PM
1:48 PM
1:47 PM
1:45 PM

Shkia
(Earliest)
4:58 PM
5:05 PM
5:12 PM
5:20 PM
5:28 PM
5:36 PM
5:44 PM
5:52 PM
6:00 PM
6:07 PM
7:14 PM
7:21 PM
7:28 PM

Tzeis
Hacochavim
(Latest)
5:48 PM
5:55 PM
6:02 PM
6:10 PM
6:17 PM
6:25 PM
6:32 PM
6:39 PM
6:46 PM
6:54 PM
8:01 PM
8:08 PM
8:15 PM

To receive the latest information on minyan times and YISE events via email, send an email to cyberbrief@yise.org with
your name and email address.

Shabbat Shalom

Likutei Divrei Torah
Gleanings of Divrei Torah on Parashat Hashavuah
via the Internet
Volume 27, Issue 12

Shabbat Parashat Vayechi

Covenant& Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks, z”l
Moving Forwards - The book of Bereishit ends on a
sublime note of reconciliation between Jacob’s sons.
Joseph’s brothers were afraid that he had not really
forgiven them for selling him into slavery. They
suspected that he was merely delaying his revenge
until their father died. After Jacob’s death, they
express their concern to him. But Joseph insists:
“Do not be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good,
to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of
many lives. So then, do not be afraid. I will provide
for you and your children.” And he reassured them
and spoke kindly to them.
This is the second time Joseph has said something
like this to them. Earlier he spoke similarly when he
first disclosed that he – the man they thought was an
Egyptian viceroy called Tzophnat Pa’aneach – was
in fact their brother Joseph:
“I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into
Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be
angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it
was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For
two years now there has been famine in the land, and
for the next five years there will be no ploughing and
reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve
for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by
a great deliverance. So then, it was not you who sent
me here, but God.”
This is a crucial moment in the history of faith. It
marks the birth of forgiveness, the first recorded
moment at which one person forgives another for a
wrong they have suffered. But it also establishes
another important principle: the idea of Divine
Providence. History is not, as Joseph Heller called it,
“a trash bag of random coincidences blown open in
the wind.” It has a purpose, a point, a plot. God is at
work behind the scenes. “There’s a divinity that
shapes our ends,” says Hamlet, “rough-hew them
how we will.”
Joseph’s greatness was that he sensed this. He saw
the bigger picture. Nothing in his life, he now knew,
had happened by accident. The plot to kill him, his
sale as a slave, the false accusations of Potiphar’s
wife, his time in prison, and his disappointed hope
that the chief butler would remember him and secure
his release – all these events that might have cast
him into ever-deeper depths of despair turned out in
retrospect to be necessary steps in the journey that
eventuated in his becoming second-in-command in
Egypt and the one person capable of saving the
whole country – as well as his own family – from
starvation in the years of famine.
Joseph had, in double measure, one of the
necessary gifts of a leader: the ability to keep going
despite opposition, envy, false accusation and
repeated setbacks. Every leader who stands for
anything will face opposition. This may be a genuine
conflict of interests. A leader elected to make society
more equitable will almost certainly win the support
of the poor and the antagonism of the rich. One
elected to reduce the tax burden will do the opposite.
It cannot be avoided. Politics without conflict is a
contradiction in terms.
Any leader elected to anything, any leader more
loved or gifted than others, will face envy. Rivals
will question, “Why wasn’t it me?” That is what
Korach thought about Moses and Aaron. It is what
the brothers thought about Joseph when they saw
that their father favoured him. It is what Antonio

Salieri thought about the more gifted Mozart,
according to Peter Shaffer’s play Amadeus.
As for false accusations, they have occurred often
enough in history. Joan of Arc was accused of heresy
and burned at the stake. A quarter century later she
was posthumously declared innocent by an official
court of inquiry. More than twenty people were put
to death as a result of the Salem Witch Trials in
1692-3. Years later, as their innocence began to be
perceived, a priest present at the trials, John Hale,
admitted, “Such was the darkness of that day… that
we walked in the clouds, and could not see our way.”
The most famous false accusation of modern times
was the trial of Alfred Dreyfus, a French officer of
Jewish descent who was accused of being a German
spy. The Dreyfus affair rocked France during the
years 1894 and 1906, until Dreyfus was finally
acquitted.
Setbacks are almost always a part of the life-story
of the most successful. J. K. Rowling’s initial Harry
Potter novel was rejected by the first twelve
publishers who received it. Another writer of a book
about children suffered twenty-one rejections. The
book was called Lord of the Flies, and its author,
William Golding, was eventually awarded the Nobel
Prize for literature.
In his famous commencement address at Stanford
University, the late Steve Jobs told the story of the
three blows of fate that shaped his life: dropping out
of university; being fired from Apple, the company
he founded; and being diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer. Rather than being defeated by them, he
turned them all to creative use.
For twenty-two years I lived close to Abbey Road
in North London, where a famous pop group
recorded all their hits. At their first audition, they
performed for a record company who told them that
guitar bands were “on their way out.” The verdict on
their performance (in January 1962) was: “The
Beatles have no future in show business.”
All this explains Winston Churchill’s great remark
that “success is the ability to go from one failure to
another with no loss of enthusiasm.”
It may be that what sustains people through
repeated setbacks is belief in themselves, or sheer
tenacity, or lack of alternatives. What sustained
Joseph, though, was his insight into Divine
Providence. A plan was unfolding whose end he
could only dimly discern, but at some stage he seems
to have realised that he was just one of many
characters in a far larger drama, and that all the bad
things that had happened to him were necessary if
the intended outcome was to occur. As he said to his
brothers, “It was not you who sent me here, but
God.”
This willingness to let events work themselves out
in accordance with providence, this understanding
that we are, at best, no more than co-authors of our
lives, allowed Joseph to survive without resentment
about the past or despair in the face of the future.
Trust in God gave him immense strength, which is
what we will all need if we are to dare greatly.
Whatever malice other people harbour against
leaders – and the more successful they are, the more
malice there is – if they can say, “You intended to
harm me, but God intended it for good,” they will
survive, their strength intact, their energy
undiminished.

5781 - B”H
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
“Gather together and I shall tell you what is to
happen at the end of the days” The portion of
Vayehi, and the entire Book of Genesis, concludes
with Jacob’s deathbed scene in which he “reveals to
his sons what will befall them at the end of the
days,” expressing the various strengths and
weaknesses of each of his heirs and foretelling what
each tribe will contribute to the great collage of
future Jewish history. He is both Jacob the father of a
family as well as Israel the father of a nation – and
he leaves the world in the fullness of his success as a
parent who has finally united his family and as a
patriarch who has established the guidelines for an
emerging nation with a mission to unite the world.
Jacob is indeed called by our Sages “the chosen one
of the Patriarchs.” What made him deserve this very
special accolade? What is the unique contribution
which he made to the legacies of Abraham and
Isaac? Our Sages compare Abraham to a mountain,
Isaac to a field and Jacob to a house (or household)
Apparently, the secret to a successful family – as
well to a successful nation, which is after all, a
family “writ large” – is to be found within the
persona of Jacob, perhaps even within the very
blessings he bequeaths to his sons. What is it? The
major challenge to each of the Patriarchs was that of
succession. Each needed to identify which of the
children in the next generation would be the bearer
of the Abrahamic legacy. The major struggle within
Jacob’s life was the deception he perpetrated upon
his father, albeit at the behest of his mother, to wrest
away the blessings Isaac had meant to bestow upon
his older brother, Esau.
This act of deception, no matter how justified it
may have been in the light of the characteristics of
each of the brothers, was to haunt Jacob for the rest
of his life: He is deceived by Laban, who argues that
in his place the younger sister does not receive a
prize before the elder; he is deceived by his sons
who tell him that a wild beast tore apart his beloved
Joseph; and he is even deceived by Joseph who,
while dressed up as the Grand Vizier, requests that
Jacob send Rachel’s only remaining son, Benjamin,
to Egypt.
His punishment goes even further: His beloved
Rachel dies before her time because she deceives her
father Laban by stealing his household gods (in the
Mari and Nuzu documents from that time, the one
who got the household gods also received the
parental inheritance.
And Jacob seems to be so resentful of his loving
mother’s role in suggesting and facilitating his
deception that the Bible mentions his weeping over
and providing the burial for his nurse Deborah with
ne’er a mention of Rebekah’s death and Jacob’s
mourning over her.
Now, at the end of his life, the time has come for
Jacob to bless his own sons. In previous
commentaries, I have maintained that Isaac wanted
to give the material blessings to Esau and the
spiritual “messianic” blessings to Jacob, whereas
Rebekah had insisted that both areas of leadership
must go to the same son, to Jacob.
To sponsor an issue of Likutei Divrei Torah:
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And indeed, Joseph’s dreams expressed his mastery
in both the realm of the material (the 11 sheaves of
grain bowing down to his sheaf) as well as of the
spiritual (the 11 stars bowing down to him). Logic
would indicate that Joseph would receive both of
these blessings from Jacob.
But this is not to be the case. You will remember
that, in the past, the rejected son was ousted from the
family: Ishmael was actually banished from
Abraham’s household and Esau left the ancestral
homeland for Seir-Edom. Jacob has learned that
different strengths may warrant different blessings,
that in a true family one victor need not be the
recipient of all with the loser going into exile. A
family – much like an orchestra – provides the
possibility for different individuals (or tribes) each
playing the instrument they can play best for the
ultimate achievement of a harmonious symphony.
Hence Judah receives the spiritual blessing of the
scepter of messianic leadership, the ingathering of all
of the nations to Jerusalem when the world will be at
peace. And Joseph receives the blessing of material
fruitfulness (the ten tribes, especially Ephraim and
Manasseh) and the physical ability to overcome the
arrows of our enemies. Jacob succeeded in uniting
his family and in giving a charge to the tribes for a
united nation. The latter has yet to be achieved – and
therein lies the prescription for the true coming of
our redemption.
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb
Each One Is One of a Kind - I was very
embarrassed by her sharp rebuke. But looking back,
I realize that the lesson I learned from her brief
criticism was more valuable than most of my other
training experiences.
It happened about forty years ago. I had the good
fortune to attend an intensive workshop which was
designed to teach young mental health professionals
the basic skills of the method known as
psychodrama. The workshop leader was a world
famous psychodramatist, expert in both the
complexities of the human psyche and the art of
improvisational theater.
Psychodrama is a technique whereby a person's
inner emotional conflicts are acted out in dramatic
fashion under the direction of a skilled clinician. It is
similar, but much more powerful, than what is
known as role-playing.
Early on the second day of the workshop, I
volunteered to play the therapist for another member
of the group, let's call him Charles, who played the
patient. Charles told of the challenges he was facing
with certain key persons in his life. I suggested that
he act out one of these conflicts in a particular
fashion. I, of course, was convinced that my
suggested strategy was brilliant and insightful, until,
only about two or three minutes into the exercise, the
workshop leader thundered: "That's your
psychodrama! That's not Charles' psychodrama!"
At that precise moment, I learned to appreciate that
what was going on inside of me was based upon who
I was, and was very different from what was going
on within Charles' mind. Those words of rebuke
taught me a lesson to remember forever: I am
different from you, and you are different from me.
We are all very different from each other, exquisitely
and irrevocably different.
This lesson was well understood by our forefather
Jacob. In this week's Torah portion, Vayechi, just
before Jacob dies, he blesses all of his sons and two
of his grandsons. He bestows these blessings upon
them separately, fully aware that no one blessing fits
them all.
The Torah sums up the entire deathbed drama with
these words: "...their father spoke unto them and
blessed them; every one according to his blessing, he
blessed them.". No two blessings were alike.

Likutei Divrei Torah
I have often thought that the greatest blessing that
they each received was the message: "You are
special. You are not the same as your brother. You
have different personalities, different strengths,
different talents, and therefore you each have a
different destiny."
When I read this week's Torah portion, I am struck
with wonder by the dazzling array of metaphors
which Jacob uses: "unstable as water... weapons of
violence...a lion's whelp... a colt bound to a tree... the
blood of grapes... the shore of the sea... a large boned
donkey... a hind let loose...a bowed shoulder... a
judge... a serpent on the road... a troop upon their
heel... fat bread." Diversity, uniqueness, complexity,
individuality. That's the message.
Every parent and every teacher must learn this
basic lesson. Teachers and parents must treat each
child individually, and must assure that each child
comes to know his or her specialness.
Our sages throughout history have imparted this
lesson to us. For example, Maimonides, in his
fascinating review of the early life of Abraham,
writes: "...and he reasoned with each and every
person according to that person's intelligence, until
he convinced him of the truth.". Again, when
instructing us of our duties at the Passover Seder, he
tells us that it is a mitzvah to relate the story of the
Exodus to each child according to his or her
intellectual ability. A very young child must be told
stories, one with limited mental capacity must be
given concrete examples, older and wiser children
can be taught in a more abstract fashion. "Everything
must be done according to the particular intelligence
of the child."
Among my favorite essays on the subject of
education was the one written by the late Rabbi
Elimelech Bar Shaul, once the Rabbi of Rehovot. He
wrote, "If we give more to one who is only capable
of receiving less, then we have given him nothing.
And if we give less to one who can receive more, we
have failed our mission, and worse – the student may
come to think that there is no more, or that there is
no more for him."
Giving too much to one with a lesser capacity can
frustrate him irremediably. Giving too little to one
with a greater capacity shortchanges him and cheats
him, and worse – may alienate him forever.
Jewish mystics see human differences as but part of
the Almighty's cosmic design. Thus, Rabbi Yaakov
Moshe Charlap, a mystic in the tradition of his
master, Rav Kook, writes: "There is no duplication
in the universe. Just as no two people are perfectly
alike, so there are no two things, in all of universe,
that are alike. Each person, like the grains of sand on
the seashore, has a special quality and a special
novelty.
Mystic or realist, appreciating our differences is our
vital task as Jews, as human beings, and as residents
of the Almighty's cosmos.
Dvar Torah: Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis
You can live forever! - Jacob never died. This
extraordinary statement is recorded in the Gemara,
(Mashechet Ta’anit). There we are told how Rav
Nachman and Rabbi Yitzchak were exchanging
words of Torah, and when they came to Jacob our
Patriarch, Rabbi Yitzchak declared, “Ya’akov Avinu
lo met” – “Jacob, our Patriarch never died”.
Rav Nachman challenged him: “In the Torah we
read how he was eulogised, he was embalmed, he
was buried. So how can you say Jacob never died?”
Rabbi Yitzchak replied: “I learn it from a scriptural
source in the book of Jeremiah Chapter 30. There,
the prophet tells us about the promise of Hashem,
that the day will come when the children of Jacob
will be reunited in the Holy Land at a time of
redemption. Therefore, ‘Ma zar’o ba’chayim af
u’ba’chayim’ – since his descendants are alive, he

too is alive.”
Since Jacob influenced so many people who
internalised his values and passed them on through
the generations, he is considered still to be alive. We
often reflect on the immortality that our souls can
attain, through life in Olam Habah – the world to
come. But the Gemara wants to teach us that there is
an additional form of immortality which we can
attain here, in this world.
In the Book of Bereishit, there are two parshiot
which have in their titles the term ‘life’. They are
‘Chayei Sarah’ and ‘Vayechi’. ‘Chayei Sarah’ means
‘the life of Sarah’ but if you look at the content of
the parasha, it is all about her death. And similarly,
‘Vayechi’, our parasha of this week, describes the
death of Ya’akov, the death of Yosef – the death of
that entire generation. But the message is very clear:
because Sarah’s values continued to be cherished
and to be transmitted throughout the generations, the
parasha is called ‘Chayei Sarah’ – Sarah is alive!
Similarly, Ya’akov is very much alive even to this
day! We speak about him and reflect upon his great
teachings and therefore the parasha is called
‘Vayechi’ – because he lives on and on.
There is a double message for us here. First of all,
we can guarantee that our forebears remain alive
through us – through all the good deeds that we
perform. And secondly, we can attain our own
immortality by touching the hearts and moulding the
minds of as many people as possible. If Jacob is still
alive today, so too, we can be alive forever.
OTS Dvar Torah [Excerpt]
A Blessing for Two, A Blessing for All Time
Rabbi Benjy Myers …When Jacob gives Joseph’s
sons their blessings, we once again fear they might
revert to the state in which one child is favored over
another, resulting in envy, contempt and vengeance.
Jacob crosses his hands, placing his right hand on the
head of his youngest grandson, Efraim, in spite of
the fact that the right hand symbolizes honor and
birthright, and should have been placed on
Menashe’s head. Joseph tries to correct his father in
vain. Jacob was determined to give the greatest
blessing to Efraim, claiming that he was “greater
than him [Menashe]”. We would expected a serious
drama to have ensued. One son would have been
favored and the other would have been banished, and
this would have led to a heated argument between
the brothers but ultimately, nothing happens.
Nothing at all. The brothers accept the blessings
without fanfare. As brothers.
The children of Israel are on the verge of becoming
a nation, just before a long period of servitude in
Egypt, but here, finally, we see that this family
succeeds in staying together, maintaining a
relationship founded on love, fraternity, peace and
friendship. There was no jealousy, competition, or
family dispute here. Now that they can all live side
by side and become role models for proper family
life, it is time for the next stages in the development
of the patriarchal dynasty – servitude, a period when
the family’s numbers swell, evolving into a nation,
when the promise in the Brit Ben Habetarim (the
“covenant of parts”) is fulfilled, and when they
receive the rights to the Promised Land. Jacob’s
sons’ development into a nation, the nation of Israel,
entails a new challenge – resisting Egyptian culture
and maintaining their unique identity …
It is crucial that we develop these two character
traits in our children: the ability to live harmoniously
with their siblings, and remember that we are all
“children of one man” able to manage the conflicts
and disputes between them accordingly. What is the
second character trait we must instill in our children?
The ability to resist foreign influences leading them
down questionable paths. All of this education starts
in the home, and eventually permeates out…
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In this week’s Parashah, Yaakov Avinu blesses his children before
he passes away. The Gemara (Pesachim 56a) relates that Yaakov
wanted to reveal the “End”--the time of the ultimate redemption--to
his sons, but the Shechinah departed from him. Yaakov worried that
this happened because, G-d forbid, one of his sons was unworthy. His
sons responded: “Shema Yisrael, Hashem is our Elokim, Hashem is
One”--just as you believe, so we believe. [Until here from the Gemara]
Why did Yaakov’s inability to reveal the “End” make him worry
that his sons were unworthy, and how did their recitation of Shema
assuage him? Also, our Sages say that Yaakov did not hug Yosef at
their reunion because he was reciting Shema at that moment (see
Rashi z”l to Bereishit 46:29). Why did Yaakov do that?
R’ David Cohen shlita (Rosh Yeshiva of the Chevron Yeshiva in
Yerushalayim) explains: The ultimate purpose of the Patriarchs’
Divine service was to bring Hashem’s Presence into the world and to
reveal that Hashem is One. This is a process that will be completed
only at the “End,” but to which every generation contributes. After
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov did their part as individuals, it was
time for this service to be taken over by Klal Yisrael / the Jewish
nation, beginning with Yaakov’s sons. There was significance to there
being twelve sons, just as there are twelve months, constellations,
and hours in a day. Also, the Gematria of the word “Echad”/ “One” is
13, i.e., the 12 Tribes plus Yaakov. This is why Yaakov mourned so
deeply when he thought one of his 12 sons (Yosef) had died: he
thought his mission was now doomed to fail. Thereafter, his Shema,
his declaration of G-d’s Oneness, would forever be incomplete.
When Yaakov was reunited with Yosef, he was able to recite
Shema “completely” for the first time since Yosef’s disappearance,
and he did. But, when the Shechinah left him before his death, he
thought that, again, his mission was in jeopardy. No, said his sons,
Shema can still be recited. (Mizmor L’David, Vol. I, Ma’amar 5)

Tefilah
This year, we will iy”H devote this space to discussing various aspects of
our prayers. For several weeks, we have been focusing on the definition of
“Tefilah” / “prayer” offered by R’ Moshe ben Yosef Trani z”l (“Mabit”;
1505-1585; rabbi of Tzefat, Eretz Yisrael): “‘Tefilah’ is a person asking from
Hashem something the person needs that he cannot obtain on his own.”
He continues: The above definition encompasses only a person’s
requests for his needs, such as the requests in the middle blessings of
Shemoneh Esrei [from the fourth blessing, “Atah Chonen,” through the
sixteenth blessing, “Shema Koleinu”]. However, one who prays must first
praise the Creator [as we do in the first three blessings of Shemoneh Esrei].
At first glance, Mabit continues, this seems inappropriate. If a person
has a request to make from his friend and he first praises his friend, that
praise would seem insincere. Upon a deeper look, however, it becomes
clear that praising Hashem is necessary in order for prayer to be worthy of
acceptance.
How so?
Mabit explains: Human beings are inconsistent, and their good qualities
are often fleeting or changing. Therefore, one who praises another human
will necessarily exaggerate, and it will sound like flattery for the sake of
getting something from the subject of the praise.
[That is not true of Hashem, of course, so there is no downside to
praising Him.] When a person prays, he needs to know before he starts that
there is no one but Hashem who can answer his prayer. He is the Creator
and He is the cause of everything. Therefore, before making our requests,
we praise Hashem to acknowledge that He is the only one to whom one
should pray, He makes people poor or rich, He lowers people and also
elevates them, He says and does, decrees and fulfills. No power exists that
can tell Him what to do, and, therefore, we cast our burdens upon Him.
(Bet Elokim: Sha’ar Ha’Tefilah ch.2)
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What is meant by the “yoke of Torah”? R’ Dov Cohen z”l (1911-2005;
first Chief Rabbi of the Israeli Air Force; at the time of his passing, believed
to be the last surviving student of the Alter of Slabodka) explains: While a
person is studying Torah, he certainly should not view it as a “yoke” or an
obligation. However, every person must stop learning at times, whether to
earn a living or to attend to other needs. At such times, one should feel that
there is a yoke upon him--the yoke of Torah, i.e., the obligation to resume
learning as soon as possible. In that way, he will finish what he needs to do
as quickly as possible and return to where he is supposed to be.
(Avot El Banim p.198)
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“And as for me, I have given you Shechem -- one portion more than
your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Emorite with my
sword and with my bow.” (48:22)
The Aramaic translation and commentary Targum Onkelos, as well as
the Gemara (Bava Batra 123a), interpret “With my sword and with my
bow” as “Be’tzeloti U’ve’va’uiti” -- two different words for prayer.
R’ Mordechai Rokeach z”l (1902-1949; rabbi of Bilgoraj, Poland; father
of the current Belzer Rebbe) explains in the name of his father R’ Yissachar
Dov Rokeach z”l (1851-1926; Belzer Rebbe): There is a type of prayer called
“a Tzaddik decrees and G-d fulfills.” Such prayer is like a sword--extremely
accurate, but requiring one to get very close to the target. Prayer that is like
a sword is effective only in the near term [and only from a Tzaddik who is
very close to Hashem].
A second type of prayer is like a bow and arrow--less accurate, but
having greater range. Such prayer makes a long-term impact, but it does
not necessarily bring about exactly what we are praying for. Often we feel
that our prayers are not being answered. In fact, say our Sages, every
prayer has a positive effect; it just may not “hit the target” that we intend.
When Yaakov prayed at Shechem after Shimon and Levi killed its
inhabitants, he prayed for immediate salvation--like a sword. In addition,
Shechem has played a significant role throughout Jewish history, which in
Yaakov’s time was in the distant future. Yaakov prayed regarding that
also--like a bow and arrow.
(Parashat Mordechai p.172)

“Yosef caused the children of Yisrael to take an oath, saying, ‘When
Elokim ‘Pakod yifkod’ / remember, He will remember you, then you
must bring my bones up from here’.” (50:25)
When Hashem sent Moshe to take Bnei Yisrael out of Egypt, He told
Moshe (Shmot 3:16) to say, “Pakod pakadeti / remember, I have
remembered . . .” Rashi (to Shmot 3:18) writes that Hashem told Moshe: As
soon as you mention this expression to them, they will listen to you, for
they have a tradition from Yaakov and Yosef that their deliverance will
begin with mention of this phrase.” [Until here from Rashi]
R’ Yitzchak Arieli z”l (1896-1974; Mashgiach of Yeshivat Merkaz Harav;
author of Enayim La’mishpat) explains: We say in the Pesach Haggadah, “If
Hashem had not taken us out of Egypt, we and our children still would be
subjugated to Pharaoh.” The slavery in Egypt was not just physical; it
contaminated our spirits, and that contamination would have continued to
exist even if Pharaoh had given us physical freedom. This explains the
significance of the double expression used to describe the redemption: “I
have remembered your physical slavery, and I have remembered your
spiritual bondage.”
(Haggadah Shel Pesach Shirat Ha’geulah p.44)

“Yaakov called for his sons and said, ‘Assemble yourselves and I
will tell you what will befall you in the End of Days’.” (49:1)
Rashi z”l writes: “He wished to reveal to them the ‘End,’ but the
Shechinah departed from him and he began to speak of other things
instead.” [Until here from Rashi]
R’ Yehuda Loewe z”l (Maharal of Prague; died 1609) writes in Netzach
Yisrael (ch.44): No person can know when the “End” (the Redemption) will
be. Yaakov knew, but he was not allowed to reveal it. Therefore, the
Gemara (Sanhedrin 97b) curses those who attempt to calculate the “End.”
From this you know, writes Maharal, that everything our Sages say about
when Mashiach will come is meant as a possibility or as a “not before” date,
not that he will come at or by a certain time.
R’ Moshe Schwerd shlita (Queens, N.Y.) adds in the name of R’ Zev Leff
shlita (rabbi of Moshav Mattityahu, Israel): The “End” cannot be revealed,
because there is no fixed time; it is up to us. Therefore, instead of telling his
children when Mashiach will come, Yaakov assigned them--and us, as their
descendants--each a personal role in bringing about that day.
(Az Yashir: Bein Ha’meitzarim, Petach Davar p.1-2, 9)

“He saw tranquility that it was good, and the land that it was
pleasant, yet he bent his shoulder to bear and he became an
indentured laborer.” (49:15)
Yissachar, the subject of this verse, was the Torah scholar among the
Tribes. R’ Chaim of Volozhin z”l (Belarus; 1749-1821) writes about our
verse: Whenever Yissachar cast off the yoke of Torah, thinking that what
he needed was relaxation and tranquility, he found instead that he had new
burdens to bear, even becoming an indentured laborer. This is exactly what
Pirkei Avot (ch.3) teaches: “If one accepts the yoke of Torah, the yokes of
the king and of Derech Eretz / ‘the way of the world’ are removed from him.
If one casts off the yoke of Torah, the yokes of the king and of Derech Eretz
are placed upon him.”
(Ruach Chaim 3:4)
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ISRAEL'S POPULATION NEARS 10 MILLION MARK AS COUNTRY
ENTERS 2021 (JPost 12/31/20)
As Israel gets ready to enter 2021, data released by the Central Bureau of
Statistics on Thursday indicates that the small country's population continues
to grow and is expected to reach the 10 million mark in just a few years.
With a total of 151,000 new additions in 2020, Israel's general population
stands at nearly 9.3 million, including 6,870,000 Jews (73.9%), 1,956,000
Arabs (21.1%) and 465,000 people (5%) belonging to other ethnic groups.
In other words, Israel's population grew by 1.7% in 2020. Some 84% of that
was due to natural population growth, subjected to the number of overall
births and deaths, while 16% was due to migration into the country.
Data released by the Central Bureau of Statistics before have previously
indicated that the country's population will reach 10 million by the end of
2024, 15 million by 2048 and 20 million by 2065.
In 2020, some 176,000 babies were born in Israel. Some 73.8% of the
newborns were born to Jewish families, 23.4% to Arab families and 2.8% to
other ethnic groups. While Jewish births corresponded to the population,
Arabs had over 2% more births relative to their population, taken from other
ethnic groups that had more than 2% less.
Some 50,000 people died in Israel during 2020. In July, as Israel struggled to
contain the spread of coronavirus, the percentage of deaths caused by the
virus spiked. However, it has been steadily declining since the end of
October.
Immigration into Israel significantly decreased during 2020, mostly due to the
coronavirus pandemic. Attempting to limit the spread of the virus, Israel
closed its borders several times, banning visitors from foreign countries on
different occasions. Besides obviously affecting the country's tourism
industry, the step had a dramatic effect on the people seeking or able to
make aliyah (immigrate).
Between January and October of 2020, only 15,800 people made aliyah,
42.6% less compared to 2019. Overall, some 20,000 people made aliyah in
2020, compared to 34,000 in 2019. The major countries from where people
made aliyah were Russia (38.1%), Ukraine (15.1%), France (11%) and the
US (10.7%).
2020 WAS ISRAEL'S SAFEST YEAR IN PAST DECADE, REPORT SAYS
(YNet 12/31/20)
Despite its ups and downs, the year of 2020 had at least one positive for
Israel, it was the safest for Israelis in the past decade, said a military report
published Thursday.
The IDF report said although 2020 saw a lower number of terror attacks
compared to past years, there was a rise in what the army calls "The War
Between the Wars", which is covert and open military operations against
Israel's enemies abroad, mainly Syria, Iran and its Lebanese proxy, terror
group Hezbollah.
According to the report, as of Dec. 20, the militants in the Gaza Strip fired
176 projectiles into Israeli territory, with 90 of them landing in open areas.
The Iron Dome missile defense system intercepted 80 out of the 86 rockets
that were heading toward populated areas, giving the system a 93% success
rate.
Although the West Bank saw stagnation in terror attacks, there was a rise in
other security-related incidents.
At least 1,500 rock-hurling incidents were recorded in the area over the past
year, a small increase in comparison to 2019, during which 1,469 similar
incidents were reported.

In addition, 229 molotov cocktail attacks against Israeli vehicles or
settlements were recorded, compared to 290 last year and 990 in 2018.
The past year also saw an increase in fire exchanges, with 31 incidents
reported in 2020, compared to 19 last year, but a drop in stabbing attacks,
with nine incidents in 2020, compared to 12 last year.
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION WORKING ON ANOTHER NORMALIZATION
DEAL IN JANUARY (JPost 12/30/20)
The US is pushing for another Arab or Muslim state to normalize relations
with Israel in the three weeks before US President Donald Trump leaves
office, a Trump administration source said on Wednesday. “We’re working
very hard on making it happen,” said the source, who has been involved in
negotiations for the Abraham Accords, as the agreements are called. A
second Trump administration source confirmed the ongoing efforts.
Sources in Jerusalem and Washington have said in recent weeks that
Indonesia, Mauritania, Niger or Oman could be next to join the accords. All
three have had a certain level of secret or unofficial ties with Jerusalem in the
past. There have also been persistent reports of progress with Pakistan.
Secret ties between Israel and Saudi Arabia have been warming in recent
years and months, to the extent that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman met in the Saudi city of Neom
last month.
The Trump administration approved the sale of $290 million in precisionguided bombs to Saudi Arabia this week, and Israeli officials have speculated
that the Saudis would seek maximum benefit from the US in exchange for
normalization.
BLUE AND WHITE NO. 2 GABI ASHKENAZI RESIGNS (Israel Hayom
12/30/20)
Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi is leaving Alternate Prime Minister Benny
Gantz's Blue and White party, he announced Wednesday afternoon.
"I have decided not to continue with Blue and White and I am taking some
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time to consider what to do next. I thank Benny for his partnership and wish
him success. I will continue to serve in my role as long as I am needed,"
Ashkenazi wrote.
However, Ashkenazi is expected to remain in his post as foreign minister, at
least until the next government is formed.
Ashkenazi had already informed Gantz that he was planning on leaving the
party.
As of Wednesday, the prevailing belief was that Ashkenazi would leave
politics entirely, although some thought there was still a chance he might join
a different party.
In his notification, Ashkenazi wrote, "Blue and White presented an alternative
to Benjamin Netanyahu and we decided to exert influence from inside [the
government], out of a sense of national responsibility. That is how I operated
my entire life, and how I will continue to act. Any place there was a danger to
the country or to me – I opted to take on the risk. Changing the conversation
from annexing territories is what opened the window of opportunity for the
peace agreements, and together we prevented any attempt at political or
legal adventures."
Gantz said in response to Ashkenazi's message: "I respect my friend Foreign
Minister Gabi Ashkenazi's decision and thank him from the depths of my
heart for his partnership these past two years, for the sake of the country.
"Gabi and I have known each other for years and I appreciate him highly.
Gabi restored the Foreign Ministry to its natural place as a leading, influential
ministry after years in which it was neglected, and did a great deal to stop the
annexation plan and promote normalization in the region, and I'm sure he will
continue to contribute a great deal to Israeli life," Gantz said.
EXODUS FROM GANTZ'S PARTY CONTINUES AHEAD OF ISRAELI
ELECTION AS FIFTH LAWMAKER LEAVES (Ha’aretz 12/31/20)
The chairman of the Knesset education committee, Ram Shefa, announced
Thursday that he is leaving Kahol Lavan, making him the latest in a string of
departures from the party. Shefa discussed the matter with the party
chairman, Defense Minister Benny Gantz, and wrote on Twitter that "It was
clear to both of us that the rifts that have formed between myself and the
party have caused my departure from Kahol Lavan."
He added, "I am very certain, but to be honest, it hurts. I love Benny and the
rest of the members very much. The journey of the party aspiring to create a
liberal democratic society is more crucial than ever. I will continue to take part
in this journey."
Shefa joins a number of Kahol Lavan members who recently announced that
they were leaving the party. Among them are Foreign Minister Gabi
Ashkenazi and Justice Minister Avi Nissenkorn, as well as Knesset members
Asaf Zamir and Miki Haimovich.
Shefa was one of three party Knesset members – alongside Zamir and
Haimovich – who voted against the bill that would have delayed the
dissolution of the Knesset, despite Kahol Lavan's stance on the legislation.
LIKUD SCRAPS PRIMARIES, ALLOWS PM TO RESERVE 6 SLOTS ON
KNESSET LIST (Israel Hayom 12/31/20)
The Likud's Executive Committee on Wednesday approved Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's request to cancel the party's internal elections ahead
of the March 2021 general elections.
The primaries would have determined the makeup of Likud's Knesset slate.
Instead, the committee agreed to keep the slate it had in the previous three
elections, further allowing Netanyahu to reserve six slots on the list for
personal nominations.
The prime minister will be able to name officials to the fifth or 10th place on
Likud's Knesset list, as well as for slots number 26, 28, 36, 39, and 40.
JONATHAN POLLARD LANDS IN ISRAEL: 'ECSTATIC TO BE HOME AT
LAST' (Arutz-7 12/30/20)
Jonathan Pollard landed in Israel on Tuesday night, some 35 years after
being arrested in the United States and serving 30 years in prison for spying
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for and providing top-secret classified information to Israel.
The Pollards arrived in Israel on a direct private flight from Liberty Airport in
Newark, New Jersey, to Ben Gurion Airport.
The Israel Hayom newspaper reported that prior to landing, Pollard was
invited by the pilots into the cockpit, where he listened to the Ben Gurion
Airport control tower, which greeted him in Hebrew on the occasion of his
arrival in Israel.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, early this morning, welcomed the
Pollards upon their arrival in Israel. The Prime Minister was moved to meet
them on the tarmac next to the plane where they recited the Shehecheyanu
blessing together.
Prime Minister Netanyahu gave Jonathan Pollard an Israeli identity card. The
Prime Minister told the Pollards that it is good that they have come home
where they will be able to start a new life, in freedom and happiness.
Jonathan Pollard said: "We are ecstatic to be home at last after 35 years and
we thank the people and the Prime Minister of Israel for bringing us home.
No one could be prouder of this country or this leader than we are and we
hope to become productive citizens as soon and as quickly as possible and
to get on with our lives here. This is a wonderful country. It has a tremendous
future. It is the future of the Jewish people and we’re not going anywhere."
PALESTINIAN FLAG CARRIER TO SHUT DOWN AFTER 25 YEARS
(Israel Hayom 12/31/20)
Palestinian flag carrier Palestinian Airlines will soon shut down after 25 years,
the Palestinian News Network reported Wednesday, citing a statement by
Ramallah.
According to the report, the decision to ground the airline, announced by the
Palestinian Transport and Communications Ministry, was not surprising: in
September, the airline offered its two remaining Fokker 50 aircraft for sale.
The operations of Palestinian Airlines had been growing increasingly limited
for years. Its tiny fleet has been leased to other airlines, and its least two
planes are currently sitting one at Cairo International Airport in Egypt and the
other in Amman, Jordan.
Palestinian Transport and Communications Undersecretary Ammar Yassin
told PNN that the PA has not received offers on the plane parked in Amman
and that the one parked in Cairo had been leased to an airline in Nigeria but
the contract was suspended over the global pandemic.
Palestinian Airlines was founded in 1995 and became operational in 1997. Its
fleet included the two Fokker 50 aircraft donated by the Netherlands and a
Boeing 727 donated by Saudi Arabia.
MOST ABORTIONS REQUESTS IN ISRAEL APPROVED FOR
UNMARRIED WOMEN (YNet 12/30/20)
The majority of abortions in Israel were approved because the woman was
unmarried, said a report by Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics on
Wednesday.
A report by Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics shows that in 2019 some
17,688 women filed requests with the Termination of Pregnancy Committee,
who approved 99.4% of all requests to undergo abortion.
According to Israeli law, abortions are approved only if the woman is under
the age of 18 or over 40 years old; pregnancy is the result of an illicit
relationships; the child may have a physical or mental disability, the
continuation of the pregnancy may endanger the woman's life or cause her
physical or mental harm, or if the woman is unmarried.
The latter appears to be the most common reason for requesting the
termination of pregnancy, which constitutes about 51.5% of all approvals,
according to the CBS report.
The second most common reason is that the pregnancy poses a risk to the
woman's health, as in 19.9% of all cases, while 19.6% of requests were
approved because the child may have a physical or mental disability.
The report showed that in 2019, 8.4 termination of pregnancy requests were
filed per 1,000 women, all between the ages of 15 and 49. The figure
represents a slight decrease compared to 2018, when 8.6 requests per 1,000

women had been filed.
Abortion requests were at their highest in Israel back in 1988, when 18.6
requests were filed per 1,000 women.
According to the most recent report, 7.9% of all requests (1,398) had been
filed by women below the age of 19, 48.1% by married women, 41.8% by
single women, 9.9% by divorced women and 0.3% by widows.
The vast majority of abortions, 86.5%, were conducted in the first trimester of
the pregnancy, 11.9% in the second trimester and 1.6% in the last trimester.
The report also shows the rate of requests among Muslim women stands at
6.2 per 1,000 women, among Druze women at 5.6 and among ArabChristians at 8.4%. The highest rate appears to be among non-religious
women or non-Arab Christian women.
When compared to other developed countries, the rate of appeals for
abortions puts Israel at an intermediate level.
For example, higher rates exist in Sweden (19.2), England & Wales (18.0)
and the United States (11.3). Lower rates were recorded in Finland (7.7),
Germany (5.8), Switzerland (5.5) and Poland (0.1) where abortion laws are
among the strictest in Europe.
NEW GARBAGE SORTING FACILITY TO CONVERT TRASH INTO
ELECTRICITY (Arutz-7 12/30/20)
The Jerusalem Finance Committee this week approved a commercial
agreement with the state for the use of a new facility for the absorption and
sorting of garbage. The facility, which is in the tender process, would be
located in the Good Samaritan compound in the Mishor Adumim area. The
decision of the committee is subject to the approval of the City Council.
The decision to build the facility was made about save years ago by the
Ministry of Environmental Protection. The plant will be established by the
State of Israel through the tender of the Accountant General in the Ministry of
Finance. As part of the project, a new facility will be built that will perform
initial sorting and recycling.
The innovative process in this plant is the conversion of waste residues into
energy, which will be used to generate electricity and thus eliminate the need
for landfilling of hundreds of thousands of tons of garbage.
The use of the new plant, when completed, will save the city of Jerusalem
tens of millions of shekels, which it spends today on landfilling, will
significantly improve the preservation of the environment in the soil and
prevent air pollution, and is a long-term solution to the issue. The plant will
make garbage treatment significantly more efficiently and will be able to
absorb the large amounts of garbage that is produced in the area produce
each year.
In many places around the world such facilities operate within the city, but
this facility will be established at a great distance from the city.
CENTRAL ISRAEL MIGHT BE WEALTHIER, BUT PERIPHERY
RESIDENTS ARE HAPPIER (Israel Hayom 12/30/20)
Money doesn't buy happiness, goes the adage. The results of a recent
survey conducted by the Central Bureau of Statistics prove just that.
The CBS analyzed 16 cities based on their standard of living. The cities were
divided into three categories.
The first category includes the cities with the highest standard of living: Kfar
Saba, Ramat Gan, Rehovot, Tel Aviv-Jaffa, and Rishon Lezion. The second
group included Holon, Beersheba, Petah Tikva, Haifa, Netanya, and Bnei
Brak, all ranked as cities with a mid-level quality of life. The third group
consisted of Beit Shemesh, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Bat Yam, and Jerusalem,
whose living standards the CBS ranked lowest.
The first five cities stand out for employment, housing density, ability to be
promoted at work, access to computers, and more possibility of professional
advancement for women. The investment in the cities' appearance was
evident as well, with an emphasis on parks, sanitation, and the environment.
The research reveals a large gap between these affluent cities and the cities
from the third category.
Beit Shemesh was notable for different reasons. Its residents, for example,
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reported the highest trust in the healthcare system and a sense of
belonging, thanks to family members and volunteer work. Ashkelon boasted
the most people over age 30 with higher education. Ashdod reported the
highest level of security in the cybersphere. Bat Yam had the lowest infant
mortality rate, and its residents reported the highest satisfaction with the
transportation system and trust in the government. Jerusalem residents
reported the lowest levels of loneliness and depression.
A MILLION VACCINES TO ARRIVE NEXT WEEK (Arutz-7 12/31/20)
The first shipments of the Moderna coronavirus vaccine, which were
originally expected to arrive in March, are ready to go and are now expected
to be delivered to Israel as early as next week, Channel 12 News reported.
As many as a million vaccine doses may arrive in the coming week.
The move may mean a shortening and perhaps even the cancellation of the
delay planned in the administration of first-dose vaccines in Israel which
would have started in another ten days.
If the shipment does arrive next week, Israel may be able to continue to meet
the target of 150,000 new vaccinations a day, in addition to the start of the
administration of the second dose of the Pfizer vaccine.
As of this morning, 784,900 Israelis have already been vaccinated for the
coronavirus, about 7.4% of the Israeli population, a figure that puts the State
of Israel first in the world in terms of vaccinations per capita.
150,622 people were vaccinated in Israel yesterday, a slight decrease
compared to 152,000 people who were vaccinated on Tuesday.
ISRAEL TO RECONSIDER ACCEPTING CIVIL MARRIAGES ONLINE
AFTER ACCIDENTAL APPROVAL (Ha’aretz 12/31/20)
The Population and Immigration Authority recognized for the first time the
civil marriages of three couples, among them a same-sex couple, conducted
via a dedicated website run by the U.S. state of Utah.
Lower-level Population Authority officials had decided to recognize the civil
marriages performed remotely. After word of the decision reached the press,
first reported by Kan Bet public radio, Interior Minister Arye Dery announced
that it was his responsibility to look into the matter, and that the authority
would stop processing requests submitted for the recognition of such unions.
The three couples whose marriages were recognized, including a lesbian
couple from Rehovot, conducted their ceremony over Zoom and presented
the Population Authority with an official marriage license from the state of
Utah.
Currently Israel does not recognize civil marriages, only acknowledging those
conducted under the auspices of the Rabbinate.
This was the first time that authority officials had received such a marriage
license. The authority said that the officials had only realized that they should
have sought approval from more senior administrative and legal officials only
after they granted it.
The Interior Ministry responded: “A number of requests for marriage
registration were recently filed without the issue having been brought to the
attention of the legal and administrative levels of the Population Authority.
The interior minister instructed that processing these applications stop until
the issue is brought before senior officials at the Population Authority and
before the interior minister for a decision.”
The Population Authority told Haaretz that the registration of the three
couples will not be revoked, but noted that other civil marriages of Israeli
couples performed remotely would not be approved until more senior officials
made a decision on the matter.
ISRAELI MODEL TAKES TOP SPOT ON 2020'S MOST BEAUTIFUL FACE
LIST (JPost 12/31/20)
Israeli model Yael Shelbia was awarded the number one spot on the TC
Candler's 31st annual Independent Critics List of 2020's most beautiful faces.
Israeli Gal Gadot was also featured in the top quartile of the list.
The 19-year-old Israeli model has appeared on the list three times
previously, but this is her first time being awarded the top spot.

Gadot was No. 21 on the list. It is her 7th appearance on the list. She placed
2nd in 2015, but has never secured the top spot.
The list of 100 most beautiful faces was picked from 125,000 female
celebrities and over a million public nominations.
The TC Candler list, which claims to have more annual views than People
Magazine's 50 most beautiful and Maxim's hot 100 combined, features
models, actresses, musicians and other personalities. This year the list also
featured three "amateur entries."
SOME ISRAELIS CELEBRATE NOVIY GOD, SO WHAT? (Ksenia Bulavia,
YNet 12/29/20)
As a little girl and a new immigrant from Russia, my existential goal in Israel
was to prove I was a true Israeli.
That goal, however, was tested in December each year when my parents put
up a decorated, brightly lit spruce tree in our living room in celebration of
Noviy God - the Russian phrase for New Year that also designates the
Russian New Year's Eve and New Year's Day celebration.
To this day there is a certain confusion among the Israeli public surrounding
the tradition of putting up the decorated spruce trees, their significance and
the holidays they represent.
Those at fault for this confusion are two prominent figures in Soviet Russia:
Vladimir Lenin and Joseph Stalin.
Why? Because with the outbreak of the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917,
religious celebrations of any kind were banned in the Russian Empire and
the later-established Soviet Union.
And while religion was not banned outright, the government strove to create
an “enlightened" society far removed from the Church.
The only survivors of the revolution were civil holidays, which celebrated the
glory of the state, including Noviy God.
After a few years, the communist government agreed for Noviy God to be
celebrated in a more festive manner compared to other civil holidays, with
the regime even declaring the New Year's Day as an official state holiday
allowing a day off work.
The Soviet public - most of whom were Christians - chose to signify the
holiday in the best way they knew how, by putting up decorated spruce trees
in their homes and in public spaces.
And while the custom was derived from Christmas, its essence was
completely different and this distinction is really important.
Even the good old Santa Clause in its Soviet variation found himself donning
a blue rope instead of his usual red and switching his identity to "Ded Moroz,"
translated as Father Frost.
Thus, Noviy God became the most beloved holiday among the people of the
USSR. A warm day surrounded by loved ones, where one can forget life
under an oppressive communist regime, with drinks and festive customs.
The holiday was adopted by the entire Soviet public, no matter their religion,
even Russian Jews, who brought the customs of celebrating Noviy God with
them, when they came to Israel.
About a year ago, a petition was submitted that called for a certain mall in the
country to remove its “Christian” Noviy God decorations, because “it trumps
the feelings of the Jewish shoppers in order to appease those who came
from the Soviet Union.”
This is unacceptable. While the failure to distinguish between the two
holidays is forgivable, the intolerance is not. The truth is, Noviy God was
always met with a certain degree of hostility and disrespect in Israel, as if we
invented a holiday just to tick everybody else off.
The rampant disregard for our holiday comes in all forms: from children being
berated by their classmates for celebrating Noviy God at home, to teachers
who schedule important tests on January 1, to employers who scoff staff
members who ask for a day off in honor of the holiday.
Noviy God is important to a large part of Israel's society and since it
celebrates the beginning of a civil new year, it's actually a holiday for all
Israelis, no matter the background.
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So, every December a decorated spruce tree shows up in our living room,
we gather to drink champagne, eat and watch Russian television. This is how
we celebrate the beginning of the new year, the new civil year.
A JEWISH PRISONER'S LONGING FOR ZION (Caroline B. Glick, Israel
Hayom 12/31/20)
I interviewed Jonathan Pollard in Butner Federal Prison in North Carolina just
before Passover in 2005 as a correspondent for Makor Rishon newspaper.
Pollard, then 50 years old, had already served 20 years of his life sentence.
His wife Esther, who we picked up on the way to the prison, was living then
in a dark, small room in a cheap, malodorous motel room close by.
A brief bit of small talk with her in the car revealed a bitter truth. Both she and
Jonathan were prisoners.
During the course of our interview, which took place under the watchful eyes
of a naval intelligence officer who had flown down from Washington to
monitor our conversation, Pollard shared his nightmarish tale. He began with
his childhood in a patriotic American modern-Orthodox Zionist home. He
spoke about his visit as a teenager to Dachau concentration camp and his
trip to Israel in the summer of 1971. He spoke of his love for America, and his
love for Israel and the moment the two collided, and he felt compelled to
choose Israel.
"It was something that happened during the Operation Peace for Galilee
campaign. I can't talk about it in detail." He nodded at the monitor. He was
able to say that he was a professional expert at classified meetings between
the US and Israel.
"It was then that I discovered the amazing cynicism with which the US
regards Israel. As part of my work, I met with some Israelis. I took a couple of
them aside and I told them, 'We should be screaming to high Heaven about
this!' One of them looked at me and asked, 'Who is 'we'?'
"I told him, 'You know what I mean!' He replied, 'No I don't know.' And that is
when it happened. That is when I understood."
"What did you understand?" I asked.
"I understood that we are alone," he said.
I asked him why he didn't quit his job and make aliyah.
"I don't know why I stayed," he responded. "I wanted to see how bad, bad
really was. Like a car that slows down to watch a highway accident to see
how bad the damage is. I couldn't leave."
Pollard paid for that fateful decision with 30 years in prison and another five
years of conditional release during which he was barred from moving to
Israel.
I asked him back then to describe his life in prison.
"I don't want to go into detail," he responded with a brief, sad sigh. "I will give
you an impressionistic description of my life. Life here involves constant
noise, endless noise that is impossible to imagine, all the time; constant
violence; profanity every conceivable type of profanity. There is no place to
be quiet or to find quiet to read. You really have to be disciplined not to be
provoked. You need to be disciplined to see when a situation is getting out of
hand and to get away as quickly as possible. I have to be ready if my door
opens at 2 in the morning."
I asked Pollard what he thought about when he was sitting in his room.
"My dream is to be with my wife, at home in Israel. I am worried about my
wife. She is a cancer survivor. But she refused to have chemotherapy
because it would have destroyed any chance of having children. Do you
have any idea of what it feels like for a husband to have to hear over the
phone that his wife has cancer?" he asked in an expression of unending
distress and barely disguised desperation.
"I want to come home so that I can be with my wife, my people and my land.
That is all I want. I love my nation."
Thirty-five years after his initial arrest, 15 years after I met with him, early on
Wednesday morning, Jonathan Pollard finally realized his dream, the dream
of a Jewish prisoner longing for Zion.
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Finally reunited with Yosef, Yaakov and his family settle in Egypt for the last 17 years of his life. As he senses his time drawing
near, he calls Yosef and has him swear that he would bury him in Canaan, the resting place of his fathers, rather than in Egypt.
Sometime later, Yosef is informed that Yaakov took ill, and takes his two sons, Menashe and Ephraim, to visit Yaakov. As Yosef
presents his sons, Yaakov declares that they would both be counted among Yaakov's own children and each will head a distinct
tribe of their own. Yaakov then stretches out his right hand, which symbolizes supremacy, and places it on the younger son
Ephraim's head. He places his left hand on the head of Menashe, the older child, and blesses them both. Yosef, thinking that
Yaakov had been mistaken as to who was the firstborn, attempts to switch Yaakov's hands.
Yaakov, however, tells Yosef that the placement of his hands was intentional. Although both sons would become great tribes, the
tribe of Ephraim would be greater. Yaakov continues to bless them, and says "By you shall Israel bless saying, 'May G-d make you
like Ephraim and Menashe,'" designating them forever as the prototype for blessing. Indeed, throughout the centuries, Jewish
parents have blessed their sons with the blessing, "May you be like Ephraim and Menashe." Why did Yaakov choose specifically
Ephraim and Menashe to be the enduring model of blessing? Why not the Patriarchs Avraham or Yitzchak? Were the other tribes
not worthy of this distinction?
Too often, the relationship between brothers is characterized by rivalry and contention. In fact, the world’s first set of brothers
stand as the paradigm for sibling strife, with Kayin killing his brother Hevel. Standing before him, Yaakov saw brothers living
together in respect and harmony. Even when Yaakov gives precedence to the younger brother Ephraim, it is accepted with grace
and understanding. Upon this demonstration of peace and harmony, Yaakov proclaims that they should be a timeless symbol of
blessing.
Perhaps another reason why Ephraim and Menashe are the enduring prototypes for blessing is that they were the first of the
family to be born and exclusively raised outside of Israel. Yaakov prophetically foresaw not only the glorious times when the
nation would be ensconced in the Holy Land, but the long hard years of the exile as well. Distanced from our homeland and cast
into a hostile environment, the Jewish people would need great courage and fortitude to cling to their traditions. It was in the
two sons of Yosef, raised in a country of idolatry and immorality, that Yaakov perceived this strength of character.
Let us continue to bless our children with the timeless blessing of "Yesimcha Elokim k'Ephraim v'k’Menashe. And let us be certain
to give over the powerful lessons of brotherly love and the conviction to always hold fast to our precious heritage.

Wishing you a Good Shabbos!
To sponsor an issue of Shabbos Delights please contact info@gwckollel.org.

Parsha Riddle

Point to Ponder
Yaakov called his sons and said, “Gather together and I will tell you
what will occur in the end of days”. (49, 1)
Yaakov wanted to reveal when would be the arrival of Moshiach, but Hashem’s
Presence left him, so he began to discuss other matters. (Rashi)
The Twelfth Principle is to believe in the coming of Moshiach, and even if he
tarries, one should hope for his arrival. One should not try to calculate when
Moshiach will arrive, as the Rabbis said, “Those who calculate when Moshiach
will arrive will rot.” This is because one who sets a time for the coming of
Moshiach ceases to await his arrival. (Rambam Pirush HaMishnayos Perek
Chelek, Principle 12)
If it would cause his children to not await the arrival of Moshiach every day,
why would Yaakov wish to reveal when Moshiach would come?

In parashas Vayechi, Yaakov blesses his sons upon his deathbed, in the course
of which he compares several of them to animals: Yehudah to a lion (aryeh);
Yissaschar to a donkey (chamor); Dan to a snake (nachash); Naphtali to a deer
(ayalah); and Binyamin to a wolf (ze’ev).
It eventually became common Jewish practice to use some of these animals as
anthroponyms. While to the best of my knowledge, we do not generally find Jews
named after animals in the Talmudic, Geonic, or medieval eras, for the past five
centuries, names such as Aryeh, Tzvi, and Ze’ev have been quite popular. Aryeh
is often combined with Yehudah, and Binyamin with Ze’ev, as per Yaakov’s
blessing, and Naftali is often combined with Tzvi, which was often translated as
“deer,” and is thus associated with Naftali. (Why Ayal [a popular male name in
modern Israel], the masculine version of ayalah, was not used instead is unclear.
Additionally, although in the medieval period “tzvi” was widely translated as
“deer,” as some of the medieval Talmudists already recognized (see Rashi and
Tosafos Chullin 59b), this identification is incorrect. According to modern
scholarship, tzvi[ah] is the gazelle and ayal[ah] is the deer.)
Sometimes, the translation of the Hebrew animal name into a local language
was used. For example, the Maharal of Prague’s name was R. Yehudah Loew, with
“Loew” being a Germanic form of “lion.”
Often, the animal names were used on their own, without their counterparts
from the Biblical text, but frequently alongside their local language translations.
Thus, the authors of the Sha’agas Aryeh and Ketzos Hachoshen were R. Aryeh
Leib Gunzberg and R. Aryeh Leib Heller respectively (leib is lion in Yiddish).
Sometimes all three were used: the author of the Sefas Emes was R. Yehudah
Aryeh Leib Alter.
Some of the animals to which Yaakov compared his sons have never become
popular names (chamor, nachash), perhaps because those animals are generally
perceived negatively, or perhaps because they appear in the Bible as the names
of villains (Bereishis ch. 34, Shmuel I ch. 11). On the other hand, some animals to
which Yaakov did not compare his sons have become quite popular as names,
e.g. Dov (bear).

How old was Esav when he died?
Please see next week’s issue for the answer.

Last week’s riddle:
Where in Bnei Yisroel’s descent to Goshen is there a hint to Moshiach?
Answer: The numerical value of the word ‘goshna’ (to Goshen) is 358,
the same value as the word Moshiach.

Who Am I?
#1 WHO AM I ?
1. Lice.
2. Rolling.
3. Avoda Zara.
4. Techiyas Hameisim.

#2 WHO AM I ?
1. I was for the funeral.
2. I was for encampment.
3. I was flagged.
4. Surround the center.

Last Week’s Answers
#1 The trop on the words ‘vayigash ailov
Yehuda’ (I am a tune, I come from Ezra, Precede
and Go!, Fourth)
#2 Shema (I am for the morning, I am for the
night, Yaakov said me, I was a response to Yaakov.)

Visit gwckollel.org to submit your answers.

Answer as many as you can.

Each correct answer will entitle you
to another raffle ticket and increase
your chances of winning!
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