Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Sukkos Shorts
October 2 - 4, 2020 - 15 - 16 Tishrei 5781 - Sukkos - Light Candles by 6:30 - Havdalah 7:25
October 9 - 11, 2020 - 22 - 23 Tishrei 5781 - Shemini Atzeres/Simchas Torah - Light Candles by 6:19 - Havdalah 7:15
The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by Sponsored by Esther Edeson in honor of her family and
dear friends for the wonderful birthday they honored me with this year, and by
Yale, Elazar, Devora, Meir, Avi, Rachel, Jonah, Naftali, Miryam, Chana, and Daniel Ginsburg wishing
Sahra a Happy Birthday.

Mazal Tov

Condolences

• Lois & Sid Meyers on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Avraham
Yedidya Meyers (Avi), son of Hadassa & Dr. Oren Meyers of Cleveland.
• Judy & Sheldon Klein on their new grandson, born on Yom Kippur to
Adina & Dudu Navon in Eliav, Israel. Mazal Tov also to brothers, Asif
and Shilo, and to aunts, uncles and great-grandmother Libby.

• Hadassah Franco on the passing of her mother, Rivka Elling.
Shiva ended at the beginning of Sukkos.

Sukkos/Shemini Atzeres/Simchas Torah
Schedule
Limited Minyanim are now taking place at YISE under Montgomery County’s
Phase 2 guidelines. All Minyanim require advance registration and
confirmation. If you are interested in attending Minyanim and have not
already registered, please go to https://www.yise.org/minyan If you are
registered for a Minyan and are unable to attend at that time, please do not go
to a different Minyan. If you have any questions, please contact
minyan@yise.org

Sukkos - Friday Night, October 2
• Light Candles by 6:30
• Mincha: 6:40
• Kiddush in the Sukkah after 7:28

Sukkos - First Day - Shabbos, October 3
• Shacharis: 7:00, 9:00, 9:30, 9:30 (Sephardi)
• Mincha: 2:30, 6:25, 6:25 (Sephardi)
• Shabbos ends/Light Candles and Kiddush after: 7:27

Sukkos - Second Day - Sunday, October 4
• Shacharis: 7:00, 9:00, 9:30, 9:30 (Sephardi)
• Mincha: 2:30, 5:00, 5:00 (Sephardi)
• Yom Tov ends/Maariv: 7:25

Shemini Atzeres - Friday Night, October 9
• Light Candles by 6:19
• Mincha: 6:30
• Kiddush after 7:17

Shemini Atzeres - Shabbos, October 10
• Shacharis: 7:05, 9:30, 9:30 (Sephardi)
• Mincha: 2:30, 6:15, 6:15 (Sephardi)
• Shabbos ends/Light Candles and Kiddush after: 7:16

Simchas Torah - Sunday, October 11
• Shacharis: 7:00, 9:00, 9:30, 9:30 (Sephardi)
• Mincha: 2:30, 5:00, 5:00 (Sephardi)
• Yom Tov ends/Maariv: 7:15

COVID-19 Updates

 Advance registration for Minyanim is required and space is limited. Go
to https://www.yise.org/minyan to register. If you have changes to your
original registration form, please send an email to minyan@yise.org
with details.
 During Tishrei, we will have some Minyanim in the tent in addition to
the Minyanim in the building. If you are interested, please contact
minyan@yise.org
 All other activities at YISE are cancelled, including Youth Groups,
Shiurim and special events.
 The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return our
lives to normal as soon as possible. In protecting each other as we navigate
this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as individuals and as a
community.

Weekday Shiurim
Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list
and updated times, go to https://wp.yise.org/remote-learningschedule/
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim followed
by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Sunday through Friday
8:30 AM - Zoom A, will resume on Monday, October 5.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, followed
by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through Thursday, 7:30
PM - Zoom A, will resume on Monday, October 5.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women
(spiritual self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A,
will resume after Sukkos.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM,
Zoom A.
 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now studying
Sefer Yehoshua,Wednesdays, Zoom A.
 GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men and
Women - Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM, will resume on October
18.
 Unraveling the Navi with Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Zoom C.
 Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sundays
at 10:00 AM, Zoom H, will resume on October 18.
 Rabbi Yonatan Zakem’s Shiur for men & women, Pearls of
Prayer, exploring the depth and meaning of our daily prayers.
Sunday evenings, 7:40 PM, Zoom G, will resume after Sukkos.
 GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at Shomrai) 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (except as noted). For more info. contact
Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-869-9361, will
resume after Sukkos.
 Semichat Chaver Program, Tuesdays at 9:00 PM with Rabbi
Silver. For more information, please contact Rabbi Binyamin
Silver: rbsilver@yise.org or Rabbi Hillel Shaps:
hshaps@gwckollel.org
 The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry Greengart’s Shiur
on Daily Halachos for men & women, Tuesdays 9:15 AM, Zoom F.
 Rabbi Yitzchak Scher's Shiur for Men and Women, Tuesdays,
1:30 PM - 2:15 PM, Zoom K.
 Rabbi Moshe Arzouan's Advanced Gemara Shiur for Men, learning
Maseches Gittin on Wednesday evenings, 8:00 PM, Zoom J, will
resume after Sukkos.
Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the meeting
ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & password:
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019
Zoom B: ID: 784 431 8176
Zoom C: ID: 349 754 2180, password GWCK
Zoom D: ID: 746 455 2195, password GWCK
Zoom F: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613
Zoom G: ID: 269 840 3648, password online Pearls, phone 621690
Zoom H: ID: 978 8156 7874, password RabbiHyatt
Zoom I: ID: 977 463 8680, password GWCK
Zoom J: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz
Zoom K: ID: 713 7408 5130, password 045079

YISE Programs and Listings
Simchas Torah Kiddush-to-Go was delivered this week to YISE members. In addition to the sponsors listed with the Kiddush, the following
sponsors helped support this program:
 Bronze - Miriam and Steven Friedman, Melanie and Sandy Karlin, Renee and Josh Seidemann
 Seudah - Milton Cahn
Sukkah Share - Go to https://wp.yise.org/sukkah to sign up to be a host or a guest in a YISE’s COVID-19 Safe Sukkah Share. Contact
hospitality@yise.org if you have any questions. See flyer for details.
Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class - now on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee - Rabbi
Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, October 5, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom. Meeting ID - 871 7697 8136,
password 329598. For more information, contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com
Aravot Sale - Bnei Akiva of Silver Spring is selling Aravot for Hoshana Rabba. Pickup Thursday, October 8, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM and Friday,
October 9 at all Shacharis Minyanim. Pre-order at https://wp.yise.org/aravot
Sukkot To-Go 5781 - Download the Benjamin and Rose Berger Sukkot To-Go 5781 from Yeshiva University at
http://www.yutorah.org/togo/sukkot Limited printed copies available - contact Simi Franco at simi@yise.org or 301-346-8752.
YISE Women's Learning Initiative presents pre-Simchas Torah Learning for Women - Monday night October 5 (Chol Hamoed Sukkos) at
8:00 PM, Zoom A. Speakers will be Mrs. Atara Rosenbaum, “Worshiping on Empty? Reaching Out to G-d on Sukkos in 2020” and Mrs. Rachel
Kosowsky, “The Messages of Ma’aseh Bereishit”. See flyer for details.
Simchas Torah Auction - Afraid of missing out on the annual Simchas Torah auction? Fear no more! We will be holding an online auction
during Chol HaMoed. All Aliyos will be given to the Baal Koreh, but special Misheberachs will be made for the winners. Details will be sent out
at the start of Chol HaMoed.
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org

Community Programs & Listings
Virtual Simchas Beis Hashoeivah for the entire community presented by GWCK, featuring Rabbi Menachem Penner on the topic: “Sukkos 5781: The
Chol-Hamoed Trip To...Nowhere” followed by live Simcha music with West-Coast music star, Rabbi Shua Rose. Tuesday, October 6, 8:00 PM on Zoom
C. To sponsor, contact hshaps@gwckollel.org
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, October 7, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at vppr@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671
Rabbi Morris & Rebbetzin Esther Rosenblatt Virtual Memorial Program - Sunday, October 18, 11:00 AM. Featured guest from Jerusalem, award
winning author Yossi Klein Halevi in conversation with Gary Rosenblatt. Zoom Meeting ID: 845 2452 5607, passcode 428501 or direct link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84524525607?pwd=RVFUK1BCWnllL25FR1ZoTE9qLzZldz09
Journey to Virtue: Self-Development through Jewish Study - Wednesdays, 8:00 PM on Zoom. Discover the great wisdom of the Jewish
tradition to help you reach your full potential, enhance your relationships, and live life with greater meaning! Presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps. The
journey continues. Join any time! No cost. Zoom info and registration at linksgw.org/classes
Yom Tov Appeal Sustains Community Safety Net - The Franco Foundation needs your tax-deductible donations to meet increasing Yom Tov
aid requests by individuals and families in our community unable to make ends meet, and hurt by the COVID plague’s impact on our local
economy. The Foundation helps with life essentials, like rent, mortgage, utilities and food. Over the years, the Franco Foundation has helped
hundreds of families and individuals facing financial crisis and continues to do so with the help and commitment from our community. Mail
donations to Allan Franco, 613 Bromley Street, or send through PayPal at thefrancofoundation@gmail.com
Silver Spring Eruv Association Annual Appeal - SSEA is now an IRS 501(c)(3) organization. Donations made directly to SSEA will now be
tax deductible to the maximum extent permitted by law. Details of the appeal are on www.yise.org/eruv Donations may be made using the Eruv
PayPal button on that page or by mail to SSEA, 707 Lamberton Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20902.
Remote Night Shiurim from YGW - Sunday 8:30 PM - 9:15 PM, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate; Monday/Wednesday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi
Ahron Lopiansky; Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold. Register at
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/1715843153121/WN_n6jNGqUpTpCN6ikCabUutA
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone interested may
email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 7:00 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM, Friday 5:45 PM.
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.”
Kemp Mill Village is providing friendly phone calls and limited deliveries during the pandemic. Call 1-833-KMV-20902 to request service or to
volunteer. See kempmillvillage.org for more information.
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com

The
Weeks
Ahead

Sunday-October 4
Sukkos

Monday-October 5 Tuesday-October 6 Wednesday-October 7 Thursday-October 8 Friday-October 9
Hoshana Rabbah
Chol Hamoed
Chol Hamoed
Chol Hamoed
Chol Hamoed

Sunday-October 11 Monday-October 12
Simchas Torah
Columbus Day

Tuesday
October 13

Wednesday
October 14

Thursday
October 15

Friday
October 16

Limited Minyanim will take place at YISE next week, advance registration and confirmation required. You are encouraged to Daven at home
at the same time as a Minyan at YISE. Shacharis: Chol Hamoed Monday - Thursday 6:20 AM/7:00 AM/8:45 AM, Hoshanah Rabbah 6:00
AM/6:30 AM/8:30 AM, after Sukkos 6:20 AM/7:00 AM/8:45 AM. Mincha/Maariv: October 5 - 8: 6:30 PM, October 12 - 15: 6:20 PM.
Halachic Times: October 4 - 10 - Earliest Talis and Tefillin: 6:21 AM, Latest Krias Shma: 10:01 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:27 PM
October 11 - 17 - Earliest Talis and Tefillin: 6:28 AM, Latest Krias Shma:10:04 AM, Earliest Mincha: 1:25 PM

Next Shabbos
October 16 - 17, 2020 - 29 Tishrei 5781
Parshas Bereshis
Light Candles by: 6:09
Havdalah: 7:06

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, October 14 at 12:00 Noon
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org
Office Phone: 301-593-4465 Office Fax: 301-593-2330
Eruv line: 301-593-5561 E-Mail: office@yise.org Website: www.yise.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday - 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Yale Ginsburg - President
Simi Franco - Office Manager

YISE Youth Announcements
Virtual Sukkah Hop - YISE Youth distributed more than 220 virtual Sukkah hop bags to YISE families with children, ages 17 and under,
on Erev Sukkos. It was a wonderful surprise for families. We would like to gratefully acknowledge the generosity of Alan and Fran
Broder who wanted YISE children to enjoy Sukkah treats, most especially during COVID-19, and underwrote the cost of the project.
Thank you also to Rabbi Rosenbaum, Melissa Miller, Brett Kugler, Josh Breitstein, Simi Franco the YISE Youth Committee and the
many volunteers who helped with lists, ordering, stuffing and delivery. Chag Sameach!
"In the Sukkah" with the Rabbi - Tuesday, October 6, 4:00 PM, for 4th-6th grade girls and boys, on Zoom A. A Succos Discussion with
Rabbi Rosenbaum. He loves to hear your thoughts and your questions!
YISE Youth Jewish Music Dance Party with Lauren Balsam of Swag Cardio Kidz! Sunday, October 25, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM. For girls K5th grade. RSVP to bkugler@yise.org. See flyer for details.

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or
names (anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org - Sponsor name,
Birthday or anniversary date, Name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts
based on the date of the event.
Jules Meisler wishes his wife, Bobbi, Happy Birthday on October 5th.
Simi and Sammy Franco wish Sahra Ginsburg a very happy birthday!!

Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health
arrives speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now available
for sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. Our current limited ability to Daven with a Minyan and to say Kaddish is difficult
and a challenge. However, sponsoring a Shiur or other Torah learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved
one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a Simcha or any other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's
other sources of revenue are not available.
1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):
 Daily Morning (Sunday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
 Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Navi Shiur for Women
 Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning
2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The Pre-Shabbos Drasha video is available for sponsorship at $54.
Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support.

Thank you to this past week’s Shiurim sponsors:
Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tehillim/Parsha and Halacha Shiur
 Debbie Rogal in commemoration of her grandmother, Louise Feldman’s, Yahrzeit.
Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur
 David Jaray for a Refuah Sheleima for Rabbi Hyatt and in honor of Rabbi Grauman and all those who attend the shiur.
 Chani and Jay Parness in memory of parents and grandparents and a Refuah Sheleima for Rabbi Hyatt.
Rabbi Rosenbaum's Erev Shabbos Drasha
 Dr. Lynn and Dr. Stephen Deutsch in memory of Lynn's father, Allan Herkowitz on his 5th Yahrzeit on the 12th of Tishrei.
 Seth and Masha Katz in memory of Masha's father, Isaac Silberberg, Yitzchak Binim ben Dovid Yehuda, whose yahrzeit is this
Sunday, the 16th of Tishrei.

YISE Youth Presents:

"In The Sukkah"
with the Rabbi
For 4th-6th grade girls and boys
Tuesday, October 6, 2020
4:00 pm
ZOOM ID: 416 963 9000
PW: 492019

Please join us for a Sukkos
discussion with Rabbi Rosenbaum
He loves to hear your thoughts and your questions!

YISE YOUTH JEWISH MUSIC DANCE PARTY
With Lauren Balsam of Swag Cardio Kidz!
Date: October 25th, 2020 5-5:45pm
Girls K-5th Grade
RSVP to bkugler@yise.org

ȨɀɃɄȹȺɁȺȿȸɀȿȖȾɁɅɊȐ

ȥȹȶȞȶɄɄȲȸȶɄ
ɀȷȞȲǸȲɄȶȹȓȶɃȶȺɄȹȺɅ

While we do not recommend that you have guests in your sukkah, we are creating a new
program to ‘lend’ out your sukkah (when you’re not using it). If there are any days or time
slots that you will not be in your own sukkah, please consider sign up to lend it to others.
For Hosts:
Please fill out the Google Form at the link below. It will allow us to easily collect and
organize data such as address, sukkah size, and availability. Here’s the Form:
https://wp.yise.org/sukkah-hosts
For Guests:
You can view available sukkah details (such as address, number of seats, etc.) by clicking on
the 'Sukkah Availabilty' tab at the bottom of the general sheet (but you can't sign up in this
sheet): https://wp.yise.org/sukkah-list
To actually sign up for a slot, just click on the Guests’ Google Form*:
https://wp.yise.org/sukkah-guests .
*Note for Guests: This Google Form will only reserve one sukkah slot at a time. But you can
simply re-click and sign up for more slots, anytime.
Important: If you have Covid-19, have been exposed to someone with Covid-19 in the past
2 weeks, or are experiencing Covid-like symptoms, you may not be a guest or host. In either
case, please email us ASAP at hospitality@yise.org and we will remove your host listing (or
guest reservation).

Thank you to our Virtual High Holiday Seat and Appeal Generous Donors
Premium Gold Member Donation
Nancy and Bruce James
Premium Silver Member Donation
Elaine and Robert Leichter
Karen and Dr. Howie Schulman in memory of David Kramer, z”l, and Sherrie Schulman, z”l, and Howie’s parents and
Karen’s father
Gloria and Arnie Sherman
Dr. Adele and Dr. George Berlin
Arlene and Dr. Irving Katz
Shulie and Ronnie Bergman
Debbie and Dr. Marc Katz
Dr. Farrell Bloch
Myrna Klavan
Mickie and Josh Breitstein in honor of the health of our
Hannah and Dr. Robert Klein
children
Marvin Konick
Harriet and Ernest Brodsky in honor of Allie and Lidor
Ruthie and Bill Konick
Hayun and Melissa and Chad Miller and Family
Ellen and Larry Korb
Naomi and Ori Carmel
Susan and Rabbi Saul Koss
Aliza and Gil Chlewicki in loving memory of our fathers,
Rona and Aaron Lerner
Robert Sacknovitz and Meir Chlewicki, and with sincere
Arleeta and Rabbi Dr. Ivan Lerner
hope for a speedy end to this mageifa
Bobbi and Jules Meisler
Leah Cypess and Dr. Aaron Cypess
Lois and Sidney Meyers
Marilyn and Morris Edeson
Bev Morris and Art Boyars
Rosalyn and Dr. Herman Efron
Judy and Louis Morris
Melvin Farber
Dr. Eva Moses and Mr. Isaac Moses
Marilyn and Jonathan Fine
Lee and Craig Oppenheim
Aliza Fink and Michael Zatman
Chani and Jay Parness
Ezra Friedman
Hedy Peyser - in memory of Rabbi Paul Peyser
Simi and Sammy Franco in memory of our parents, Luna
Barbara Price
N. Franco, Nathan S. Franco and Melvin Rottenberg, and
Dinah Rokach
in honor of our children and grandchildren
Atara and Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Sharon Freundel
Judy and Rabbi Roy Rosenbaum in honor of Atara and
Faith Ginsburg in memory of Gil Ginsburg, z”l
Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
Raphael Ginsburg
Judy and Stuart Rosenthal
Faigy and Rabbi Tuvia Grauman in honor of the
Diana and Dr. Leonard Ruchelman may this year be a
members of YISE and the attendees of Rabbi Hyatts’s
healthy and happy one for all
shiur
Debi and Max Rudmann
Debby and Rabbi Barry Greengart in recognition and
Renee and Josh Seidemann
deep appreciation to Seth Katz for taking over Rabbi
Dolores and Len Schwartz
Greengart’s former position of Chairman of the Ritual
Marina and Gregory Shmunis
Committee
Jane
and Louis Shotkin
Arlene Groner
Rita
and
Kheder Shukur
Judith Halpern in memory of beloved husband, Rabbi
Deborah and Stephen Silbiger
Jacob Halpern and beloved parents Alter David and
Lewis
Sosnowik
Genendel Eisenstein and Rabbi Usher Yeshayahu and
Shaine
Spolter
Chana Halpern
Dr. Lynn Trombka and Mr. Aron Trombka
Rosalie Handwerger
Rita
Umlas
Shari and Rabbi Scott Hillman
Gila and Rabbi Myron Wakschlag Gila and Rabbi Myron
Esther and David Hornestay
Wakschlag in loving memory of parents:
Dr. Dalia and Dr. Jesse Kahane
Rabbi Jacob Halpern -- הרב יעקב ישראל בן הרב אשר
Linda and Dr. Michael Kaiser
ישעיהו
Melanie and Sandy Karlin in honor of our grandchildren
Mr. Fishel Wakschlag -- ר' אפרים פישל חיים בן ר' שמואל
and in memory of Sandy’s parents, Charles and Katie
Mrs. Sheva Wakschlag -- מרת שבע בת ר' יצחק אלימלך
Karlin
Helene Zeltser and Family in memory of Mel Zeltser, z”l

Chag Sameach

Likutei Divrei Torah
Gleanings of Divrei Torah on Parashat Hashavuah
via the Internet
Volume 27

By Dr. Israel & Rebecca Rivkin, Edison, NJ,
in memory of Israel's father, William Rivkin, a”h, (Refael Zeav ben Yisrael)
whose yahrzeit was on Yom Kippur

Succot Issue

Covenant and Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks
The Festival of Insecurity - What exactly is a
sukkah? What is it supposed to represent? The
question is essential to the mitzvah itself. The Torah
says: “Live in sukkot for seven days... so your
descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in
sukkot when I brought them out of Egypt”. In other
words, knowing – reflecting, understanding, being
aware – is an integral part of the mitzvah. For that
reason, says Rabbah in the Talmud, a sukkah that is
taller than twenty cubits (about 30 feet) is invalid
because when the sechach, the “roof,” is that far
above your head, you are unaware of it. So what is a
sukkah?
On this, two Mishnaic sages disagreed. Rabbi
Eliezer held that the sukkah represents the clouds of
glory that surrounded the Israelites during the
wilderness years, protecting them from heat during
the day, cold during the night, and bathing them with
the radiance of the Divine presence. Rashi in his
commentary takes it as the literal sense of the verse.
On the other hand, Rabbi Akiva says sukkot
mammash, meaning a sukkah is a sukkah, no more
and no less: a hut, a booth, a temporary dwelling. It
has no symbolism. It is what it is.
If we follow Rabbi Eliezer then it is obvious why
we celebrate by making a sukkah. It is there to
remind us of a miracle. All three pilgrimage festivals
are about miracles. Pesach is about the miracle of the
Exodus when God brought us out of Egypt with
signs and wonders. Shavuot is, according to the oral
Torah, about the miracle of the revelation at Mount
Sinai when, for the only time in history, God
appeared to an entire nation. Sukkot is about God's
tender care of his people, mitigating the hardships of
the journey across the desert by surrounding them
with His protective cloud as a parent wraps a young
child in a blanket. Long afterward, the sight of the
blanket evokes memories of the warmth of parental
love.
Rabbi Akiva’s view, though, is deeply problematic.
If a sukkah is merely a hut, what was the miracle?
There is nothing unusual about living in a hut if you
are living a nomadic existence in the desert. It’s what
the Bedouin did until recently. Some still do. Why
should there be a festival dedicated to something
ordinary, commonplace and non-miraculous?
Rashbam says the sukkah was there to remind the
Israelites of their past so that, at the very moment
they were feeling the greatest satisfaction at living in
Israel – at the time of the ingathering of the produce
of the Land – they should remember their lowly
origins. They were once a group of refugees without
a home, never knowing when they would have to
move on.
Sukkot, according to Rashbam, exists to remind us
of our humble origins so that we never fall into the
complacency of taking freedom, the Land of Israel
and the blessings it yields, for granted, thinking that
it happened in the normal course of history.
However, there is another way of understanding
Rabbi Akiva, and it lies in one of the most important
lines in the prophetic literature. Jeremiah says, in
words we recited on Rosh Hashanah, “‘I remember
the loving-kindness of your youth, how as a bride
you loved me and followed me through the
wilderness, through a land not sown”. This is one of
the very rare lines in Tanach that speaks in praise not
of God but of the people Israel.

“How odd of God / to choose the Jews,” goes the
famous rhyme, to which the answer is: “Not quite so
odd: the Jews chose God.” They may have been, at
times, fractious, rebellious, ungrateful and wayward.
But they had the courage to travel, to move, to leave
security behind, and follow God’s call, as did
Abraham and Sarah at the dawn of our history.
If the sukkah represents God’s clouds of glory,
where was “the loving-kindness of your youth”?
There is no sacrifice involved if God is visibly
protecting you in every way and at all times. But if
we follow Rabbi Akiva and see the sukkah as what it
is, the temporary home of a temporarily homeless
people, then it makes sense to say that Israel showed
the courage of a bride willing to follow her husband
on a risk-laden journey to a place she has never seen
before – a love that shows itself in the fact that she is
willing to live in a hut trusting her husband’s
promise that one day they will have a permanent
home.
If so, then a wonderful symmetry discloses itself in
the three pilgrimage festivals. Pesach represents the
love of God for His people. Sukkot represents the
love of the people for God. Shavuot represents the
mutuality of love expressed in the covenant at Sinai
in which God pledged Himself to the people, and the
people to God.
Sukkot, on this reading, becomes a metaphor for
the Jewish condition not only during the forty years
in the desert but also the almost 2,000 years spent in
exile and dispersion. For centuries Jews lived, not
knowing whether the place in which they lived
would prove to be a mere temporary dwelling.
Sukkot is the festival of insecurity.
What is truly remarkable is that it is called, by
tradition, zeman simchatenu, “our time of joy.” That
to me is the wonder at the heart of the Jewish
experience: that Jews throughout the ages were able
to experience risk and uncertainty at every level of
their existence and yet – while they sat betzila demehemnuta, “under the shadow of faith” – they were
able to rejoice. That is spiritual courage of a high
order. I have often argued that faith is not certainty:
faith is the courage to live with uncertainty. That is
what Sukkot represents if what we celebrate is
sukkot mammash, not the clouds of glory but the
vulnerability of actual huts, open to the wind, the
rain and the cold.
I find that faith today in the people and the State of
Israel. It is astonishing to me how Israelis have been
able to live with an almost constant threat of war and
terror since the State was born, and not give way to
fear. I sense even in the most secular Israelis a
profound faith, not perhaps “religious” in the
conventional sense, but faith nonetheless: in life, and
the future, and hope. Israelis seem to me perfectly to
exemplify what tradition says was God’s reply to
Moses when he doubted the people’s capacity to
believe: “They are believers, the children of
believers”. Today’s Israel is a living embodiment of
what it is to exist in a state of insecurity and still
rejoice.
And that is Sukkot’s message to the world. Sukkot
is the only festival about which Tanach says that it
will one day be celebrated by the whole world. The
twenty-first century is teaching us what this might
mean. For most of history, most people have
experienced a universe that did not change
fundamentally in their lifetimes. But there have been
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rare great ages of transition: the birth of agriculture,
the first cities, the dawn of civilisation, the invention
of printing, and the industrial revolution. These were
destabilising times, and they brought disruption in
their wake. The age of transition we have
experienced in our lifetime, born primarily out of the
invention of the computer and instantaneous global
communication, will one day be seen as the greatest
and most rapid era of change since Homo sapiens
first set foot on earth.
Since September 11, 2001, we have experienced the
convulsions. As I write these words, some nations
continue to tear themselves apart, and no nation is
free of the threat of terror. Antisemitism has
returned, not just to Europe, but around the world.
There are parts of the Middle East and beyond that
recall Hobbes’ famous description of the “state of
nature,” a “war of every man against every man” in
which there is “continual fear and danger of violent
death; and the life of man solitary, poor, nasty,
brutish and short”. Insecurity begets fear, fear begets
hate, hate begets violence, and violence eventually
turns against its perpetrators.
The twenty-first century will one day be seen by
historians as the Age of Insecurity. We, as Jews, are
the world’s experts in insecurity, having lived with it
for millennia. And the supreme response to
insecurity is Sukkot, when we leave behind the
safety of our houses and sit in sukkot mammash, in
huts exposed to the elements. To be able to do so and
still say, this is zeman simchatenu, our festival of
joy, is the supreme achievement of faith, the ultimate
antidote to fear.
Faith is the ability to rejoice in the midst of
instability and change, travelling through the
wilderness of time toward an unknown destination.
Faith is not fear. Faith is not hate. Faith is not
violence. These are vital truths, never more needed
than now.
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
One of the most picturesque and creative festivals of
the year is the Festival of Sukkot (the Feast of
Tabernacles) – when the entire family is involved in
building and decorating a special “nature home”
which will be lived in for an entire week. But what
are we actually celebrating and what is the true
meaning of the symbol of the sukka? Is it the sukka
of our desert wanderings, the temporary hut which
the Israelites constructed in the desert when they
wandered from place to place? If so, then the sukka
becomes a reminder of all of the exiles of Israel
throughout our 4,000-year history, and our
thanksgiving to God is for the fact that we have
survived despite the difficult climates – the
persecution and pogroms – which threaten to
overwhelm us.
Or is the sukka meant to be reminiscent of the
Divine “clouds of glory” which encompassed us in
the desert with God’s rays of splendor, the sanctuary
which served as the forerunner of our Holy Temple
in Jerusalem? In the Grace after Meals during the
Sukkot festival we pray that “the Merciful One
restore for us the fallen tabernacle of David,” which
would certainly imply that the sukka symbolizes the
Holy Temple. The Talmud brings a difference of
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opinion between Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Eliezer as
to which of these options is the true significance of
our celebration. I would like to attempt to analyze
which I believe to be the true meaning and why.
The major biblical description of the festivals is
found in Chapter 23 of the Book of Leviticus. There
are two textual curiosities which need to be
examined. The three festivals which were always
considered to be our national festivals, and which
also biblically appear as the “desert” festivals, are
Pessah, Shavuot and Sukkot – commemorating when
we left Egypt, when we received the Torah at Sinai
and when we lived in desert booths. Rosh Hashana
and Yom Kippur are more universal in nature and not
at all related to the desert sojourn. It seems strange
that in the biblical exposition of the Hebrew calendar
Pessah and Shavuot are explained, after which
comes Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, and only at
the conclusion of the description comes Sukkot.
Now, of course one can argue that this is the way
the months fall out on the calendar year! However,
that too is strange. After all, the Israelites left Egypt
for the desert; presumably they built their booths
immediately after the Festival of Pessah. Would it
not have been more logical for the order to be
Pessah, Sukkot, Shavuot, Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur?
Secondly, the Festival of Sukkot is broken up into
two parts. Initially, the Torah tells us: “And the Lord
spoke to Moses saying: on the fifteenth day of this
seventh month shall be the Festival of Sukkot, seven
days for God these are the Festivals of the Lord
which you shall call holy convocations” (Leviticus
23:33-38). It would seem that these last words
conclude the biblical description of the festivals and
the Hebrew calendar. But then, in the very next
verse, the Torah comes back again to Sukkot, as if
for the first time: “but on the fifteenth day of the
seventh month, when you gather in the crop of the
land, you shall celebrate God’s festival for a seven
day period… You shall take for yourselves on the
first day the fruit of a citron tree, the branches of
date palms, twigs of a plaited tree (myrtle) and
willows of brooks; and you shall rejoice before the
Lord your God for a seven-day period… You shall
dwell in booths for a seven-day period… so that
your generations will know that I caused the people
of Israel to dwell in booths when I took them from
the Land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God”. Why
the repetition? And if the Bible now wishes to tell us
about the four species which we are to wave in all
directions in thanksgiving to God for his agricultural
bounty, why was this verse not linked to the previous
discussion of the Sukkot booths? And why repeat the
booths again this second time?
I have heard it said in the name of the Vilna Gaon
that this repetition of Sukkot with the commandment
concerning the Four Species is introducing an
entirely new aspect of the Sukkot festival: the
celebration of our entering into the Land of Israel.
Indeed, the great philosopher-legalist Maimonides
explains the great joy of the festival of Sukkot as
expressing the transition of the Israelites from the
arid desert to a place of trees and rivers, fruits and
vegetables, as symbolized by the Four Species. In
fact, this second Sukkot segment opens with the
words, “But on the fifteenth day of the seventh
month when you gather the crop of the land (of
Israel), you shall celebrate this festival to the Lord.”
Hence, there are two identities to the festival of
Sukkot. On the one hand, it is a desert festival,
alongside Pessah and Shavuot, which celebrates our
desert wanderings and survivals while living in
flimsy booths. From that perspective, perhaps it
ought to have found its place immediately after
Pessah in terms of the calendar and certainly before
the description of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur in
the biblical text. However, the second identity of

Sukkot, the Four Species, which represent our
conquest and inhabitancy of our homeland and
signal the beginning of redemption, belongs after
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur – the festivals of
God’s kingship over the world and his Divine
Temple, which is to be “a house of prayer for all the
nations.” This aspect of Sukkot turns the sukka into
rays of Divine splendor and an expression of the
Holy Temple.
So which Sukkot do we celebrate? Both at the very
same time! But when we sit in the sukka, are we
sitting in transitory booths representative of our
wandering or rather in a Divine sanctuary protected
by rays of God’s glory? I think it depends on
whether we are celebrating the festival in the
Diaspora or in the Land of Israel.
OTS Dvar Torah: by Rabbi Jeremy Lawrence
The Sukkot of the Mind - The Sukkah is about a
change of outlook. A change of mind. R’ Simcha
Meir Dvinsk, the Meshech Chochma, explains that
the mitzvot of Sukkot both embrace nature (and our
natural desires) and constrain them.
The celebration of our harvest by rejoicing with the
four species is natural. Though we should seek out
mehudar (beautiful) specimens, they require no
particular preparation. However, when a farmer has
toiled in the fields throughout the summer, ploughed,
sown, cultivated, reaped and bundled his produce;
once he has filled his granary, he will feel joyous and
accomplished. What could be sweeter or more
natural than to rest in the shade of his home? The
Meshech Chochma remarks that the Torah steps in
and proclaims, “Go from your regular residence and
dwell in a temporary one!”
Our natural proclivities are curbed. We are thrust
into a festival, not a feast of ingathering, but a “Chag
L’Hashem,” a Festival to G-d. To express that
gratitude, the Torah in Devarim instructs us to put
ourselves out and build sukkot. חַג ַהסֻּכּ ֹת תַּ ֲעשֶׂה לְָך,
“Build sukkot for yourself,” is explained as a
requirement of effort.
Jewish law requires the covering of the sukkah to
be תעשה ולא מן העשוי, built anew and not previously
constructed. We must make a Sukkah, not just avail
ourselves of something already on hand. But why?
The Talmud (Sukkah 11b) teaches תניא כי בסוכות
הושבתי את בני ישראל ענני כבוד היו דברי ר’ אליעזר ר”ע
אומר סוכות ממש עשו להם. According to Rabbi Eliezer,
the Sukkah represents the Clouds of Glory which
accompanied Israel, directing and protecting them
through the forty years in the Wilderness. According
to Rabbi Akiva, the sukkah represents real booths
that G-d made for us.
Rabbi Akiva’s approach melds with the Rashbam’s
explanation that we should not become too selfcongratulatory at our harvest and the work of our
own hands. In building our sukkot, we reinforce our
gratitude for the shelters G-d gave us when we were
vulnerable and on our way to the Land of Israel.
Making a Sukkah is a re-enactment of the Exodus
experience when G-d sheltered us in the Wilderness.
By contrast, the Clouds of Glory are purely
spiritual constructs. It is the dwelling in our sukkot,
rather than the building of them, that carries the
symbolism. The Vilna Gaon comments that G-d
withdrew the Clouds of Glory from Israel after the
Sin of the Golden Calf. He only returned them when
the Children of Israel commenced the construction
of the Tabernacle on the 15th of Tishrei. In the
Wilderness, our labour to build the Tabernacle as a
spiritual vehicle to experience G-d’s Divine presence
coalesced with the return of the Clouds of Glory. Our
own sukkot, as well, express a spiritual re-enactment
of the return of the Clouds of Glory.
Reb Nosson of Breslov, the scribe of Rebbe
Nachman, wrote in his Likutei Halachot that our
intention while sitting in the sukkah should be that
Israel is one people, for whom we feel only love and
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peace. We should imagine ourselves all together,
sitting under the same sukkah.
This idea is grounded in a Talmudic discussion
which conjectures, in conjunction with the deficient
spelling ( סכתmissing a vav), that all Israel might be
able to use the one sukkah.
Whereas the Torah requires us וּ ְל ַקחְתֶּ ם ָלכֶם, that we
take our own Four Species (and at least need to own
them while we are waving them), there is no
requirement that we own our own sukkah. A
borrowed sukkah is fine; there is no need for a
financial stake in building or owning a sukkah
(though a sukkah may not be stolen). All of Israel
can share in the same sukkah.
This image that we should see the whole nation
sharing a sukkah takes us from our fields, our
harvests, and our personal booths back into the realm
of the Clouds of Glory and the unity of a nation עם
אחד בלב אחד, one people with one heart, as we were
at Sinai.
To the sukkot in our yards and gardens we welcome
the familiar Ushpizin, our great patriarchs and
leaders who visit us as we sit in the sukkah. But in
the Rav Nosson sukkah of our minds, we must
welcome all of Israel.
Building a physical Sukkah requires a modicum of
effort. Making room for all Israel in this sukkah of
our minds is much more demanding. If we can
imagine a sukkah, of course we can imagine a large
sukkah… a really large sukkah! But can we find it
in our hearts to embrace each fellow Jew within it?
Can we accept that they are not tenants of my sukkah
and on my terms, but partners by virtue of being part
of G-d’s Holy Nation?
Just as we need to take time to step out of our
homes and into sukkot to properly appreciate G-d’s
protection of us and all of Israel, the festival affords
us an opportunity to properly appreciate ourselves
with all of Israel under G-d’s protection.
ופרוש עלינו סוכת שלומך
May Hashem indeed spread His Tabernacle of Peace
over us and all of Israel.
Dvar Torah: TorahWeb.Org [Excerpt]
Rabbi Michael Rosensweig: Yeshivah be-Sukkah:
An Immersive and Comprehensive Religious
Experience The special relationship between Chag
ha-Matzot and Chag ha-Sukkot - each a seven day
holiday including a chol ha-moed period - is both
structurally obvious and halachically axiomatic. The
Talmud invokes the common date - the fifteenth of
Tishrei and of Nissan - as the source for the
independent obligation (in contrast to the implied
prohibition to eat a more substantial, betzah sized,
meal outside the Sukkah) to consume at least a
kezayit in the sukkah on the first night of the chag,
parallel to the mitzvah of ba-erev tochlu matzot on
Pesach… Indeed, Rama expands this link to matzah
to exclude applying the principle of tosefet kedushah
to the mitzvah of sukkah, as well as to demand that
the sukkah meal conclude by midnight and that it be
in take place in a state of hunger (be-taavah),
paralleling matzah requirements. Rambam and
Shulchan Aruch explicate the matzah parallel…
Pesach and Sukkot- each an expression of the
exodus experience- also constitute two distinctive
types commemoration and expression of avodat
Hashem. Pesach, the anniversary of yeziat
Mizrayim, focuses in a very targeted way on the
transformative event itself which effectively changed
the historical trajectory and destiny of Klal Yisrael.
Its matzah focus is clear and its impact requires a
multi-day celebration of that charismatic moment.
Sukkot, however, addresses the aftermath of the
exodus, the cultivation of the enduring relationship
between Knesset Yisrael and Hashem. It is the
ultimate symbol and celebration not of a single
event, but of the enduring relationship, national and
personal dependence, and Divine providence…
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Why is there no Berachah on building the Sukkah? Because it is not a Mitzvah
which one must do with his own hands; indeed, one could even have a non-Jew
build a Sukkah for him.
(Tractate Menachot 42a)
Rashi z”l explains: If there were a blessing, it would have to be (consistent with
the usual formula), "Who sanctified us with His Mitzvot and commanded us to build
a Sukkah." However, that statement would not be true; Hashem did not command
us to build a Sukkah, as is evident from the fact that a Sukkah built by a non-Jew is
also kosher.
(Rashi: Commentary to Menachot 42a)
Some say that the reason there no Berachah on building the Sukkah is that we
only recite a blessing on a complete Mitzvah. Building a Sukkah is, at best, the
beginning of a Mitzvah.
(Bet Yosef, Orach Chaim ch. 641)

Sukkot



Why does Sukkot follow so closely after Yom Kippur?
Indeed, not only are they close to each other on the calendar, a
deeper connection between them is suggested by the Halachah
that one should perform some part of his Sukkah-building on
Motzai Yom Kippur / the night when Yom Kippur ends. Why?
R’ Moshe Eisemann shlita (former Mashgiach Ruchani of
Ner Israel in Baltimore, Maryland) explains: Our Sages refer to
Yom Kippur as a day of salvation or liberation. A gift such as
liberation brings with it responsibility, and it must be
cherished and nurtured. It also must be protected, and that
protection is provided by the Sukkah, as explained below. Thus,
it is no coincidence that the first stop that Bnei Yisrael made
after their liberation at the Exodus was at a place called
“Sukkot.” Thereafter, they were protected by the Clouds of
Glory, which our Sukkot commemorate. For the same reason,
every night in Ma’ariv, we recite the blessing, “Ga’al Yisrael” /
“The One who redeemed Yisrael,” and then we pray, “And
spread over us the Sukkah of Your peace.” And, after Yom
Kippur, we hurry into our Sukkot.
R’ Eisemann continues: The Sukkah extends our Yom
Kippur experience. On Yom Kippur, the Shechinah was with us.
At the conclusion of that holiday, the Shechinah departs, so we
build a Sukkah and invite it back. The Sukkah protects what we
accomplished on Yom Kippur. How so? By placing the imprint
of sanctity on everything we do in ordinary life. We eat in the
Sukkah, drink in the Sukkah, sleep in the Sukkah, relax in the
Sukkah, etc. Everything is sanctified. Therefore, Sukkot,
R’ Eisemann writes, tells us how a Jew who “lives” Yom Kippur
looks. (The Themes of the High Holiday Machzor p.162)

Nevertheless, observes R' Shaul Eliezer Yedidyah Taub z"l (1887-1947; the
"Modzitzer Rebbe"), there is an allusion to a Berachah in the Sukkah itself, as
follows:
Although Halachah requires a Sukkah to have only two full walls and a partial
third wall, a “complete” Sukkah is composed of four walls ("D'fanot"), with S’chach
on top. The Gematria of the word "Dofen" (singular for wall), multiplied by four (for
the four walls), plus the Gematria of the word S’chach, equals 660, which is also the
Gematria of the words, "Baruch Attah Hashem."
(Imrei Shaul)

The Halachah states that one is exempt from sitting in the Sukkah if doing so
will cause him to suffer. Why? We do not find that one is exempt from other Mitzvot
(for example, eating Matzah) merely because observing the Mitzvah may be
unpleasant!
R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern z”l (the "Kotzker Rebbe"; died 1859)
explains: The idea of the Sukkah is that one negates his independent existence and
places himself completely in G-d’s hands. If one suffers from sitting in the Sukkah,
it is an indication that he has not succeeded in nullifying his independent existence.
What, then, does he accomplish by remaining in the Sukkah?!
(Emet Ve'emunah No. 10)
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“On Hoshana Rabbah they circled the Mizbei’ach / altar seven times.
Rabbi Acha said: ‘As a remembrance of Yericho’.” (Talmud Yerushalmi:
Sukkah 4:3)
When Bnei Yisrael entered Eretz Yisrael, the first city they conquered was
Yericho. They did this by circling Yericho once each day for six days, then seven
times on the seventh day, whereupon the city’s walls collapsed (see Yehoshua
ch.6). Paralleling this, when the Bet Hamikdash stood, a procession circled the
Mizbei’ach one time on each of the first days of Sukkot and seven times on
Hoshana Rabbah. In turn, we recall that practice on the seven days of Sukkot by
circling the Bimah in Shul a similar number of times while reciting Hoshanot.
But, what is the connection between the conquest of Yericho, which took
place in Nissan, and Hoshanot on Sukkot?
Rabbeinu Bachya ben Asher z”l (Spain 1255-1340) explains: On Sukkot, we
sacrifice a total of 70 oxen--13 the first day, 12 the second day, etc. The 70 oxen
parallel the 70 nations of the world, and the decreasing number offered each day
alludes to the eventual disappearance of those nations. (Some explain that the
“disappearance” of the nations refers to mankind’s eventual unification under the
one, true G-d, at which time there will no longer be separate nations.) A
procession marching in a circle likewise alludes to the disappearance of the
nations, as is evident from the fact that that is how Yericho--the first place in
Eretz Yisrael conquered by Bnei Yisrael--fell.
R’ Shmuel Eliezer Eidels z”l (Maharsha; Poland; 1555-1631) writes: The
purpose of Hoshanot is to seek Hashem’s protection from our enemies. (The word
“Hoshana” means “Please rescue [us].”) That was the very same thing that Bnei
Yisrael sought when they circled Yericho.
Some explain the parallel between Yericho and Hoshanot as relating to the
fact that the War of Gog and Magog will be fought on Sukkot and will culminate
on Hoshana Rabbah. [That is why two of the Haftarot that we read on Sukkot
relate to that war.] We allude in our prayers to Yericho, the first of our battles in
Eretz Yisrael, as a surrogate for the final battle. Some say that that battle will take
place in the plains surrounding Yericho.
(Quoted in Otzar Mefarshei Hoshanot pp. 28-31)
On Sukkot, several of the Haftarot that are read discuss the future
Redemption. R’ David Tevel Rubin z”l (1792-1861; rabbi of Minsk, Belarus)
explains: Our long exile is due to the sin of hating each other, which is manifested
by speaking Lashon Ha’ra. That is why gentile nations frequently make decrees
against us from which they derive no benefit, just as one who speaks Lashon
Ha’ra frequently derives no benefit from his words.
The Sukkah is the antidote to Lashon Ha’ra. In Hebrew, letters are formed by
five different parts of the mouth/throat. Each of the four letters of the Hebrew
word “Sukkah” (
) comes from a different one of those parts. The only type
of letter not found in the word “Sukkah” is one formed by the tongue, for the
other four parts of the mouth/throat form an enclosure (Sukkah) and imprison
the tongue, preventing it from speaking.
(Derashot Nachalat David No.10)
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Iyov was complaining about his suffering, but when he saw that the third
wall of a sukkah need be only one Tefach / handsbreadth wide, he
immediately felt better. (Midrash Pli’ah)
R’ Zvi Elimelech Shapira z”l (rabbi of Oleszyce, Galicia and other towns; died
1841) explains: We read in Tehilim (39:6), “Behold like hand breadths You made
my days.” This teaches that the dimensions of the Sukkah (which are measured in
Tefachim / hand breadths) allude to the types of activities that man engages in
during his life. How so?
Man’s activities can be divided into three categories: Tov / that which is good
for him; Mo’il / that which is helpful to him; and Areiv / that which is desirable to
him. Man may engage in the first two categories as much as he wants, writes R’ Zvi
Elimelech, but the third category should be used only as necessary.
This is alluded to by the minimum design criteria for a Sukkah: two complete
walls, and a third wall which is a Tefach wide--hinting that man may engage in a full
measure of activities which are Tov and Mo’il, but he should only engage in a small
measure of those activities which are Areiv.
In order to successfully limit his participation in the third category of activities,
man must realize that his life in this world is fleeting. This is alluded to by the
Sukkah, which must be at least 7 Tefachim wide by 10 Tefachim high
(approximately 28 inches by 40 inches). After Yom Kippur, when man has
repented, he moves into the flimsy Sukkah to demonstrate his awareness that
during the seventy (7x10) years of his life, he should not feel at home in this world,
but rather like a traveler passing through.
When Iyov learned this lesson, it made his suffering easier to bear. Once one
recognizes that this life is only a way station, he does not expect it to always be
comfortable or pleasant.
(Bnei Yissaschar: Ma’amarei Tishrei 10:19)
An anonymous author asks: Why is it sufficient for a Sukkah to have only three
walls? After all, the Sukkah commemorates the Clouds of Glory which surrounded
Bnei Yisrael in the desert, and they made four walls!
One answer is that we need an opening to leave the “Clouds of Glory” in order
to earn a living. The generation of the Exodus did not have that need.
When Iyov lost all of his wealth, he was upset with himself. Why had he
bothered? Why had he not devoted his whole life to learning Torah instead? But
when he saw that the Sukkah has only three walls, he realized that Hashem intends
for some people to leave the Bet Midrash and work. This made him feel better.
(Binat Nevonim)
R’ Yitzchak Arieli z”l (1896-1974; Mashgiach of Yeshivat Merkaz Harav;
author of Enayim La’mishpat) writes: The Sukkah raises the banner of Jewish
unity and harmony. In the Sukkah, the Jew separates from the rest of the world
and unites with his Creator, with himself, and with his nation. This is why we
invite the holy Patriarchs, the foundation of Jewish unity, to visit us in the Sukkah.
Sukkot culminates in Simchat Torah / rejoicing with the Torah. As R’ Saadiah
Gaon z”l (882-942; author of the earliest known work on Jewish Thought) wrote:
“Our nation is a nation only through its Torah.”
(Yerach Ha’eitanim p.113)
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ISRAEL PASSES U.S. FOR COVID DEATHS PER CAPITA FOR FIRST
TIME (YNet 9/29/20)
Israel has in recent days surpassed the United States in the number of daily
fatalities per capita from COVID-19, according to a government study
published on Tuesday.
“There is a broad increase in contagion in all sectors of the population, in all
parts of the country,” the study said, citing a number of government
shortcomings and an ill-prepared exit plan out of the country's first lockdown.
“Given the rise in infections in those over the age of 60, we expect that the
number of serious cases will continue to rise significantly in the near future,”
the report added.
While winning praise for its handling of the virus in the first wave of the
pandemic, Israel rushed to reopen its economy at the end of May, triggering
a more virulent second wave that it is has since struggled to contain.
So far, 1,507 Israelis have died from the coronavirus since the outbreak of
the pandemic in March, with the ministry recording another 65,025 active
cases. There are 755 patients in serious condition in Israel, including 207
people currently on ventilators.
GOVERNMENT LIMITS PROTESTS (Arutz-7 10/1/20)
The government on Wednesday night approved as a temporary order for
seven days the regulation according to which a restriction will apply for
participation in a demonstration up to the permitted distance from the house
(1,000 meters), similar to any other exit from a place of residence, including
for the purpose of prayer or religious ceremony.
In addition, it was determined that there will be no gathering in public spaces,
including for a demonstration, prayer or religious ceremony in which the
number of participants exceeds the number allowed (20 people), and no
distance of two meters is maintained between the participants.
Ministers Assaf Zamir, Izhar Shay and Orit Farkash from Blue and White
voted against the party.
In addition, the government approved via a telephone vote a 500 shekel fine
for those who stay in a sukkah with a person who does not live with them.
The purpose of the fine is to deter citizens seeking to stay with relatives and
friends during the holiday of Sukkot, which begins at sundown on Friday.
Earlier it was reported in Channel 12 News that coronavirus project manager
Ronni Gamzu has decided to seek a significant increase in fines for citizens
who do not meet the guidelines related to the virus.
According to the proposal, opening businesses, public spaces and places
whose opening is prohibited by regulations will result in a fine of 10,000
shekels instead of 5,000 shekels as is in effect today.
At the same time, holding prohibited events with large numbers of
participants, including parties, conferences and ceremonies, will result in a
fine of 50,000 shekels compared to 5,000 today.
Gamzu also proposes to increase by ten the fine for opening an educational
or boarding school that was barred from opening to 50,000 shekels.
The fine for violation of the obligation of personal isolation will be 10,000
shekels compared to 5,000 shekels today, and the fine for not wearing a
mask will be 1,000 shekels compared to 500 shekels so far.
GAMZU: 40% OF NEWLY-DIAGNOSED VIRUS PATIENTS ARE ULTRAORTHODOX (YNet 10/1/20)
Israel's coronavirus czar said on Thursday that 40 percent of the newlydiagnosed coronavirus patients are from the ultra-Orthodox sector.

Israel has seen a surge in virus cases over the past few weeks, with the
Haredi community disproportionally affected by the health crisis.
Prof. Ronni Gamzu held a press brienfing, where he presented the "worrying
figure," and emphasized the increase in the number of COVID-19 patients
over the age of 60 within the Haredi sector.
"Today I will visit one of the ultra-Orthodox municipalities to get familiar with
the complexity that exists there and do everything possible to encourage the
residents," he told the reporters.
"We should remembered that in the end there are also challenges within the
general and the Arab sector, but in each of them we have a finger on the
pulse."
Gamzu insisted the decision to impose a second nationwide lockdown was
correct in the wake of the surging virus cases.
"Obviously the lockdown was required," he said. "The numbers went up very
significantly, very quickly. On September 1 we were still at 1,700-1,500 new
infected a day.
"[A lockdown] is a tool you all know I did not want to use, but I said that once
we cross the threshold and the hospitals would raise a white flag - I would not
hesitate for a moment and indeed I asked for tighter curbs."
'IT COULD TAKE UP TO A YEAR FOR ISRAEL TO FULLY EXIT
LOCKDOWN' (Israel Hayom 10/1/20)
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned Wednesday evening that the
country's exit from its second coronavirus lockdown could take up to a year to
be fully completed.
"This time, the exit from confinement will be slow and gradual and could last
between six months and a year," the premier asserted during a discussion
with members of the coronavirus cabinet, Channel 12 News reported.
According to Channel 12 News, Netanyahu ordered to prepare for an
"apocalyptical" scenario of 5,000 COVID-19 patients in serious condition
during the coming winter.
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He further instructed the healthcare system to reach a capacity threshold of
3,200 patients in mid-October.
According to a report presented to the ministers, the lockdown has yet to
produce the desired results. "The ineffectiveness of the lockdown could be
explained by the community spread taking place within households, but it is
clear that an extension of the lockdown is essential," the report said.
The lockdown imposed just prior to the High Holidays was meant to run until
Oct. 11, but the prime minister said it would be at least a month before a real
easing of the restrictions could be felt.
According to the emerging exit strategy, every three weeks some restrictions
would be lifted, in order to ensure the reproduction rate of the virus remains
in check. A rate of 0.8% or higher – which means that each person could
statistically be responsible for infecting another person in some scenarios –
will result in the restrictions staying in place.
Another metric would be the positivity rate – the percent of positive cases
among the tests being carried out. The goal is to have a positivity rate lower
than 5%, as well as a drop in the number of carriers in critical condition.
ISRAEL DELIVERS FIRST IRON DOME BATTERY TO US (Israel Hayom
9/30/20)
The first of two batteries of the Israeli-manufactured Iron Dome interceptors
were given to the United States on Wednesday, the Defense Ministry
announced on Wednesday.
The delivery is part of the implementation of the agreement between the US
and Israel for supplying the sophisticated weapon system, whose
development has been funded in part by the US. The Iron Dome has been a
major boost to Israel's security in various flare-ups in the Gaza Strip by
intercepting many missiles fired toward Israeli civilian population centers.
The agreement was signed in 2019, with the current delivery carried out in an
unprecedented speed. A second battery is expected to be delivered to within
several weeks. Both are expected to be used for US force protection against
a variety of projectiles.
ISRAEL'S 'FIRST JET SQUADRON' RETIRES AFTER 67 YEARS (Arutz-7
9/30/20)
The 117th "First Jet Squadron," an F-16 (Barak) fighter jet squadron, was
shut down today (Wednesday) after 67 years of operational activity at the
Ramat David base.
The closure of the squadron was undertaken as part of the multi-year 'Tnufa'
program, which is based on advancing the IDF's capabilities, in view of the
need for efficiency and in light of assessments of future challenges. Among
its decisions, the program also promotes the acquisition of 5th generation
aircraft such as the F-35 fighter jet.
The "First Jet Squadron" was established in 1953 and took part in all of
Israel's wars and systems. The squadron shot down enemy aircraft for the
first time in 1955, and racked up 124.5 kills over the years.
117th Squadron is the first Hawk Squadron in the world to shoot down an
enemy aircraft and the first in the world to shoot down a MiG-23 enemy
aircraft. In addition, the squadron, led by then-Squadron Commander Col.
Zeev Raz, took part in the 1981 strike on the Osirak nuclear reactor in Iraq.
The squadron has operated the F-16C aircraft, and has been one of only two
fighter squadrons stationed in northern Israel. It has therefore operated
extensively in the northern arena against existing threats. The squadron
continued to train and operate operationally until the day it was shut down.
All of the squadron's commanders and soldiers continue their activities in the
Air Force, and will be integrated into other units.
"This is a historic day in the Air Force. Today we retire one of the most active
and operational squadrons in the corps," said Air Force Commander Maj.
Gen. Amikam Norkin.
"The First Jet Squadron and its activities are an integral part of the history of
the Israel Air Force. The squadron participated in all of Israel's wars, and the
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squadron embarked on attack and defense missions in various arenas,
including attacking the nuclear reactor in Iraq, a mission that significantly
contributed to Israel's security and changed the Middle East," he said.
"The closure of the squadron is a sad event, but it embodies a streamlining
process that is currently underway in the Air Force, as part of the deep
understanding that we need to adapt to the current reality, and undertake
economic streamlining, so we can intensify our activity in the coming years.
Until the last days before its closure, the squadron continued operating in the
various arenas and provided security for the citizens of the State of Israel.
The spirit of the squadron, the human capital, the fallen of the squadron and
their families are the ones that are engraved deep in our hearts and they are
the ones that will perpetuate the squadron's legacy in the pages of history.
I'm proud of you, Squadron 117, you did good."
MIRIAM LEVINGER, MOTHER OF HEBRON’S JEWISH COMMUNITY,
PASSES AWAY AT 83 (JPost 9/29/20)
Miriam Levinger, 83, who, together with her husband, Moshe, personally led
the Jews back to Hebron after the 1967 Six Day War, passed away in the
aftermath of the Yom Kippur holiday and was buried Tuesday in the biblical
city on whose behalf she had battled for most of her adult life.
“I am grieved by the passing of the mother of all those who returned to
Hebron, Rabbanit Miriam Levinger of blessed memory,” President Reuven
Rivlin said upon hearing of her death.
Along with her husband, Rabbi Moshe Levinger, “she devoted herself to the
challenge of returning the Jewish people to Hebron, not as transient guests
or visitors, but as those returning to their home,” Rivlin said. “Dear Levinger
family, may the building of Hebron and Jerusalem be your consolation.”
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu tweeted, “Miriam dedicated her life, out
of great devotion, to the settlement of the Land of Israel and to the love of the
people of Israel. We will always remember her as a symbol and example of
Zionism and pioneering,”
Those who delivered eulogies referred to the history of the couple, their role
in the formation of the Gush Emunim movement and their singular impact on
the resurrection of the Jewish community in Hebron, where the Jewish
biblical forefathers and foremothers are buried in the Tomb of the Patriarchs.
Jews had an almost continuous presence in the city from the Bible to the
1929 Arab riots, in which 67 Jews were murdered by their Arab neighbors.
Under Rabbi Moshe Levinger’s leadership, Jews took rooms in Hebron’s
former Park Hotel during Passover 1968 and refused to leave until a
compromise was reached, by which Kiryat Arba was created.
But Jews were not allowed to live in the ancient biblical city until Miriam led a
group of women to illegally enter Hebron’s formerly Jewish Beit Hadassah
building in late 1979, refusing to leave until the government agreed in 1980 to
authorize Jewish life in Hebron.
IN AN article Miriam wrote for Torah Tidbits this summer that was
republished on hebron.org, she recalled those fateful days.
“A truck was organized to come to Kiryat Arba at three o’clock in the morning
to transport us to Beit Hadassah,” she wrote. “Yeshiva students from Mir
Yeshiva joined to help. We parked in the street behind Beit Hadassah, we all
climbed into the courtyard by ladder and entered the building. We gave
cookies and oranges to the children and put them to sleep on mattresses on
the floor. That was the beginning. Our conditions were terrible. No running
water or electricity. We had only chemical toilets and lots of dirt, dust, and
mold.”
Former Kedumim Council head Daniella Weiss, said she had been inspired
by Miriam, who was also true friend.
“I love you so much and I will miss you all of my life,” Weiss said.
With respect to her public persona, Miriam was the kind of leader that comes
about once in a hundred years, incredibly smart and knowledgeable, Weiss
said, adding that it is hard to imagine how Israel’s story or the narrative of
Hebron would have unfolded without Miriam.
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The unique combination of her and her husband, created a historic revolution galleries per square mile and UNESCO recognized architecture," Infiki said in
that impacted not just Hebron but all of Israel, Weiss said. “An entire nation its report.
must salute Miriam Levinger, the leader.”
Trailing behind Tel Aviv were New York, Milan, LA, Miami and the
Portuguese city of Porto.
US FIRM TO START 3D PRINTING KIDNEYS USING ISRAELI The city with the most monuments, theaters and music clubs per square mile
TECHNOLOGY (Israel Hayom 9/27/20)
was Paris, which ranked number one on the list. Paris also receives the most
Israel's CollPlant Biotechnologies and the US-based United Therapeutics searches on Instagram for people wanting to find street art or those who
Corporation are expanding their partnership to begin the production of 3D- have posted street art photos.
printed kidneys, the companies announced on Monday.
Dublin hosts the most comedy clubs per square miles and Barcelona has the
The collaboration agreement combines CollPlant's proprietary recombinant most famed architecture per square mile. Los Angeles dominates the most
human collagen (rhCollagen) and BioInk technology with the regenerative hometown music artists category, with New York close behind.
medicine and organ manufacturing capabilities of United Therapeutics.
"There is no doubt that people are missing the thrill of travel and exploring all
United Therapeutics has paid CollPlant $3 million to exercise an option to the cultural hotspots the world has to offer. While not all cities are able to
license, on an exclusive basis, CollPlant's technology for 3D bioprinting of welcome back visitors yet, it’s great to see where in the world is going to be
human kidneys. This expanded collaboration aims to reduce global organ top of the list for culture-lovers, when planning their next trip," said Infiki
shortages, potentially saving lives of millions of patients on kidney waiting founder Paul Mosely.
lists.
"From music clubs and theatres, to architectural buildings and art galleries,
"Organ shortages are an unmet global health need and by partnering with these cities offer a huge wealth of attractions to explore, allowing visitors to
United Therapeutics for the past couple of years, we have made significant learn more about the country’s history, and fully immerse themselves in the
progress with this pivotal organ manufacturing initiative," said CollPlant CEO culture of the city they’re visiting," he concluded.
Yehiel Tal.
According to the US Department of Health and Human Services' Organ TEL AVIV U. PLACES 8TH IN INTERNATIONAL ENTREPRENEUR
Procurement and Transplantation Network, nearly 92,000 Americans were RANKINGS (Israel Hayom 9/30/20)
waiting for life-saving kidney donations as of Sept. 21.
Tel Aviv University has been ranked eighth in the world and first outside the
In Israel, there were some 5,000 kidney patients on dialysis as of August US in terms in an international index of entrepreneurs for 2020 compiled by
2020, 900 of whom were eligible for kidney transplants.
the PitchBook financial platform, the university announced Tuesday.
Tal called United Therapeutics a "pioneer" in the emerging field of organ The PitchBook index looks at universities worldwide in terms of the number of
manufacturing and said CollPlant was "honored to be part of this effort."
their graduates who become entrepreneurs.
In addition, Tal said, the decision by the US company to take up the option A total of 807 BA graduates of TAU have founded 673 companies and raised
was validation of CollPlant's rhCollagen as a "vital building block in a total of $16.1 billion in capital.
regenerative medicine."
Meanwhile, the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology was ranked 12th; the
"We remain committed to exploring new innovative applications in the fields Hebrew University of Jerusalem placed 32nd; and Ben-Gurion University of
of medical aesthetics and 3D bioprinting of tissues and organs," Tal said.
the Negev was ranked 46th.
Dr. Martine Rothblatt, CEO of United Therapeutics said, "We are excited to
expand our collaboration with CollPlant's extraordinary technology to RABBINIC DEBATE SETTLED? STUDY TAKES MEASURE OF BIBLICAL
transform the tobacco plant – one that is so associated with devastating ‘HANDBREADTH’ UNIT (Times of Israel 9/30/20)
diseases – into a collagen-expressing plant that will be essential to the Pottery production was man’s work back in Iron Age Israel. A new Israeli
study comparing the dimensions of hundreds of ceramic storage jars over
production of an unlimited number of transplantable organs."
350 years of production discovered that the inner-rim diameter measure
TEL AVIV RANKED AMONG TOP-5 MOST ARTISTIC CITIES IN THE remained consistent with the width of a man’s hand, an elusive unit known
WORLD TO VISIT (JPost 10/1/20)
from biblical times as a tefah.
Tel Aviv has been named the 5th most creative city in the world – trailing just The tefah unit is attested to in the Hebrew Bible (see Numbers 25:25 and
behind Paris, Barcelona, Dublin and London – according to research 37:12), as well as in ancient Assyrian and Egyptian sources. But the precise
conducted by Infiki, a print photography company specializing in turning measurement of the biblical unit has remained a matter of longtime rabbinical
personal photos into wall art.
debate.
"In a planet filled with so much beauty and diversity, it’s not hard to find While Iron Age vessels’ body shapes and volumes morphed drastically over
creativity and inspiration in some of the world’s most notable cities. In fact, the centuries, their average inner-rim diameters — between 8.85 and 8.97
some cities have made a name for themselves in the world of art, music, centimeters — appear to be a uniform Iron Age unit that corresponds with the
architecture and other creative ventures," Infiki wrote in their report, asking width of the average male’s hand. Moreover, the study states that palm
rhetorically: "So if you’re looking for a touch of creative inspiration, which dimensions have barely changed in the past 3,000 years: The team used
cities should you add to your travel wish list?"
1980 data from the United States Army, which, when ordering gloves for their
Through the data, Infiki put together its list of cities that art lovers need to add male soldiers, found their men’s handbreadth mean value to be 8.67±0.48
to their bucket list, accounting for a number of different art scenes including centimeters.
galleries, music and comedy clubs, theaters, street art, Instagrams, building Therefore, the elusive tefah unit can be confidently measured in modern
architecture, statues, etc.
male handbreadths.
Tel Aviv itself was ranked number five for its diverse art scene and its famed The measure of the tefah unit is far from hypothetical in Jewish law today. In
architecture, and while it has the most art galleries per square mile, the White practical terms, the ancient measurement is still used for a variety of
City earned mostly average scores for the rest of the categories - becoming a situations, including the upcoming Feast of the Tabernacles in which Jews’
more well-rounded and spread out scene, as opposed to Miami or Los makeshift huts are built according to prescribed biblical units.
Angeles which mainly dabble in music and performance arts.
According to a Hebrew University press release, rabbis have tried to give
"This historic Israeli city is filled with creativity, boasting more than five art
modern conversions, with two leading theories that were posited by Avraham

Chaim Naeh and the Chazon Ish, both 20th century pre-State Palestine
Orthodox rabbis. “According to Rabbi Chaim Naeh, one tefah = 8
centimeters, whereas according to the Chazon Ish one tefah = 9.6
centimeters,” writes the press release, noting that the new study’s average
tefah jar rim diameter is “squarely in between.”
According to study co-author Ortal Harush, the standardized handbreadth jar
rim diameters — dating from pre-Temple times to the early First Temple
period — were very much a manufacturing “signature” among professional
potters.
Harush, an expert in ceramic technology, said the Iron Age potters were
experts — skilled craftsmen, versus amateurs who created almost disposable
vessels for household use. Like the modern masters she has studied from
India, these Iron Age men would have eschewed tools and instead used their
hands to measure their jar rims. For these potters, making a standardized rim
measurement was as instinctive as any number of mindless chores
performed today.
“Just as you brush your teeth the same way every morning, without thinking
about it,” Harush told The Times of Israel, these men would have used their
hands in an innate, automatic way to finish assembling the tops of pots in a
standardized manner. “The things you’re not thinking about — this is who you
are.”
The study was conducted by Hebrew University of Jerusalem’s Harush, Israel
Antiquities Authority’s Avshalom Karasik and Weizmann Institute’s Uzy
Smilansky. Titled “The Morphology of Iron Age Storage Jars and Its Relation
to the Handbreadth Measure (Biblical Tefach),” it was recently published in
BASOR, the Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research.
Harush said that the comparison ceramic study began coincidentally as she
and Karasik chatted and compared notes on what they were working on side
by side in the lab. It turned out they were both studying Iron Age pottery:
Karasik worked on royal Judah Kingdom storage jars (8-7th century BCE)
and Harush on “hippo” jars from northern Israel (Israelite Kingdom, 9th
century BCE). They quickly realized that of all the measurements, only the
rim measurements were consistent between the two pottery assemblages.
Under the direction of their supervisor, Smilansky, the pair looked at a third
sample of Iron Age jars that was already in the database, an assemblage
from Khirbet Qeiyafa (Judah Kingdom; early 10th century BCE). To their
amazement they found the same consistent handbreadth measure.
The team generated high precision 3D-digitized models of the 307 Iron Age
jars, which all resulted in the same handbreadth measurement, regardless of
the pots’ different production times, vessel shapes, volumes, and find
locations.
For a control group, the researchers randomly chose another assemblage
that was already found in their database. They generated 3-D models of 259
Roman-era jars from Shuafat, near Jerusalem, and here — in a complete
surprise to the scholars, said Harush — is where we see a shift in the potters’
gender balance.
The Shuafat jars, dated to the 1st century CE, exhibit the same consistent
use of a handbreadth measure — but this time the hands were much smaller,
leading the team to conclude they were most likely of females, said Harush.
The authors write, “Similar behavior was observed in the Roman ensemble,
with one important difference — the observed distribution of the inner rim
diameter is similar (but not identical) to the distribution of the handbreadth of
the modern female.”
Again, the team compared the measures with available US Army data.
“Quantitatively, the mean handbreadth for female soldiers is 7.82 ± 0.39 cm
and for the Shoafat group it is 7.87 ± 0.79,” they write.
In the article and in a Hebrew University press release, efforts are made to tie
the tefah measure of the pots to Jewish law dealing with purity and vessels.
Harush said, measuredly, that it was perhaps one of the potters’
considerations in using the unit.
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“Maybe they have rules, but I don’t know. We know of purity and impurity
laws in later periods,” she said, noting that at least some of these pots were
produced prior to the First Temple. “The spiritual consideration is one of the
considerations [for standardized production], but eventually they produced
the storage jars to deliver goods and for taxes.”
2,000 JEWISH ETHIOPIANS APPROVED TO MAKE ALIYAH, WHO WILL
BE LEFT BEHIND? (Alisa Bodner, JPost 9/28/20)
Earlier this month, the government approved a decision allowing 2,000
members of the remaining Jewish community in Ethiopia to immigrate to
Israel.
Every Jewish immigrant from Ethiopia who finally realizes his or her dream to
enter the Promised Land and reunite with loved ones represents the end of a
long struggle for that individual. And during these most difficult times this is
especially true. But this decision leaves behind thousands more members of
the community who were promised on countless occasions by Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu that they would be granted permission to immigrate by
the end of 2020. Their future still remains in question.
It also means that their families in Israel from whom they are separated are
faced with an inhumane quandary: Will their child/sibling/parent be included
in the “coveted list” of 2,000 immigrants or will yet another year go by of
unbearable longing? This harrowing question that many of the families are
facing this holiday season – “who will enter and who will be left behind,” from
the ‘Unetaneh Tokef’ poem recited on the High Holy Days – is a question that
no Israeli or Jew should ever be forced to ask.
One such individual is 22-year-old Gelagay Alemayehu. Alemayehu
immigrated to Israel in 2012 with nine of his siblings and his parents, while
two of his siblings were left behind. Like many other Ethiopian Jews, the two
siblings were promised that in a short time they too would make aliyah. More
than eight years have passed and the Alemayehu family is still waiting for
that promise to be realized.
Alemayehu served in an elite reconnaissance unit in the IDF. He reported to
reserve duty this month and will return again next month. He is a decorated
soldier and received citations of excellence during his service. His sister in
Ethiopia recently underwent surgery and she remains quite ill, due to the lack
of treatment options available in Ethiopia.
After Alemayehu heard of the recent decision, he entered into panic and
asked in an interview in Army Radio, “Will my sister who is frail and ill be
included in the list of 2,000? And if not, what will her fate be?” How can any
government official possibly decide whose child/sibling/parent will be
approved entry into the Land of Israel and whose loved one will be left
behind?
In 2015, the government under the leadership of Netanyahu passed a
unanimous resolution to bring the remainder of Ethiopian Jewry in Addis
Ababa and Gondar to Israel by the end of 2020. Rather than carrying out its
resolution, the government placed quotas on the number of immigrants from
Ethiopia.
In February, less than a month before the election, Netanyahu promised that
400 immigrants would arrive from Ethiopia in just a few weeks. Some 268
individuals arrived, and then the immigration once again was halted. The
recent decision to allow just 2,000 immigrants to arrive continues the same
policy of the government, to ignore its previous resolutions and to permit only
limited numbers of immigrants from Ethiopia into Israel, continuing the unjust
family separation.
There is so much that needs to be healed in Israel after a challenging year.
From the economy to the health system to the social rifts. The coronavirus
and its repercussions should not be an excuse to further delay the
immigration of the remaining Jews of Ethiopia. This is an issue that must be
resolved before it is too late, and citizens such as the Alemayehu family have
no one left to long for.

Sukkos 5781

test

The Greatest Gift

It is an honor to present this week's Torah Minute from our archives. The following was penned
by our founder, Rabbi Kalman Winter zt"l.
From
The holiday of Sukkos is known as the “Festival of
Joy." our
Why archives
this holiday, more than Passover and Shavuos, is called the
Holiday of Joy is the subject of great discussions among the commentaries. I share with you the comments of the Vilna
Gaon as to the meaning of the Sukkos holiday and in turn will clarify this designation - "Festival of Joy."
The prevalent opinion in Rabbinic Literature is that Sukkos commemorates the Clouds of Glory that accompanied our
nation when we left Egypt. These miraculous clouds enveloped our people in their travels through the desert, providing
shelter, security, warmth and protection. No obstacle was too great to overcome. However, with the transgression of the
Golden Calf, we lost the privilege and Providence of this great miracle. No longer were we enveloped by the Divine in such
an extraordinary fashion. More than the forfeiture of our physical necessities and comforts, we lost G-d's intimacy and
personal intervention. It was a censure from Heaven.
When Moshe descended the mount bearing the second set of tablets on Yom Kippur, he brought us both G-d's law and
eternal love. We were not only forgiven for the transgressions of the Golden Calf, but once again we found favor and grace
in the eyes of G-d. Our relationship was healed and repaired. To reflect this special moment that defined eternally G-d's
love and unique relationship to His nation Israel, Moshe embarked, the following day after Yom Kippur, on the first building
campaign in Jewish history - the construction of the Mishkan, the Tabernacle. In this place, G-d's spirit would reside amidst
His people.
In three days’ time all goods and services were appealed for and collected. On the fourth day it was determined that all
was in place and the campaign was concluded. The following day, plans for construction began. This day was the first day
of Sukkos. This special day marked not only the physical presence of a Mishkan, but it also brought back in its wake the
wondrous Clouds of Glory. We were reunited in body and soul with our Father in Heaven. Our joy knew no bounds. Hence,
on Sukkos, the booths which we enter to eat, drink, engage, and yes, even sleep, replicate the Clouds of Glory that likewise
envelop us. This, then, is the meaning of Sukkos, the "Festival of Joy." It is the historical marker where G-d declared that in
spite of the grave sin of the Golden Calf, our repentance brought us back into the embrace of His outstretched arms with
love and Providence then and forever after.

Wishing you a Good Shabbos and a Good Yom-tov!

To sponsor an issue of Shabbos Delights please contact info@gwckollel.org.

Parsha Riddle

Point to Ponder
In the merit of the son (Yitzchak) who was bound
upon the wood and fire. (Piyut L’man Aisan
- Hoshana Rabba)
When Yitzchak was bound there was no fire,
because had there been a fire, he would have been
burned. What does the piyut mean “upon the wood
and fire?”

The Torah reading for Shemini Atzeres (Devarim 16:13) contains the
commandment: “chag ha’Succos ta’aseh lecha shivas yamim” (You shall
make the festival of Succos for a seven day period). The Talmud understands
the word lecha to mean that a succah must be one’s own: R. Eliezer rules that
one cannot fulfill the mitzvah with a borrowed succah, just as one cannot
fulfill the mitzvah of taking the four species (on the first day of Succos) with
a borrowed lulav, while the other Sages allow a borrowed succah, and
explain that the word lecha teaches only that a stolen succah is invalid.
(Succah 27b)
The halachah follows the view of the Sages. Furthermore, the Talmud
explains that due to the principle that “real property cannot be stolen,” a
succah built in a public space is valid and not considered a “stolen succah,”
since the land itself does not have the status of stolen property. (Ibid. 31a)
Nevertheless, early halachic authorities rule that it is still improper ab initio
to build a succah on public property. (See Darkei Moshe OC 637) Some
authorities go so far as to maintain that a blessing may not be recited upon
such a succah, since it is tainted by theft. (Magen Avraham ibid. #3) Others,
however, are more lenient, arguing that building a succah for the limited
duration of the holiday, after which it will be removed, does not constitute
theft, and that since the members of the public, or the governmental
authorities, observe the erection of succos and do not object, this constitutes
tacit permission for their construction. (See the sources cited in Biur
Halachah ibid. s.v. V’chein b’karka)
Regarding building a succah on private property but in violation of the
law, R. Yosef Shalom Elyashiv (discussing aesthetic zoning regulation) is
reported to have ruled that this should not be done. (Chashukei Chemed
Succah pp. 239-40) On the other hand, R. Asher Weiss (discussing building
safety regulation) inclines to the view that there is no need to strictly obey
the letter of the law insofar as there is absolutely no danger entailed in
ignoring it, and since the authorities observe the construction of numerous
succos and make no effort to enforce the law, the fact that they are
technically illegal does not matter. (Shut. Minchas Asher 2:123)

SUKKOS 5781: THE
CHOL-HAMOED TRIP
TO... NOWHERE
Rabbi Menachem
Penner

What is the greatest number of consecutive
days that we lain from the Torah?
Please see next week’s issue for the answer.

Last week’s riddle:
How many Shabboses are named for their Haftorah? Which
ones?
Answer:
Three: Shabbos Chazzon, Shabbos Nachamu, Shabbos Shuva

Who Am I?
#1 WHO AM I ?
1. I commemorate the return of protection.
2. Do the opposite of what the world does.
3. I am at the full mark.
4. Move please.

#2 WHO AM I ?
1. I am four, yet seven.
2. Bind me.
3. I declare victory.
4. I represent all.

Last Week’s Answers
#1 Bircas Hatorah (I am for the morning, I am
for an aliya, I “ascribe greatness,” Ahava Raba
works.)
#2 Neilah (I am not a shoe, I have 7 (or 8) of the
13, I am number five, Closing time.)

Visit gwckollel.org to submit your answers.

Answer as many as you can.

Each correct answer will entitle you
to another raffle ticket and increase
your chances of winning!

Greater Washington Community Kollel
invites the entire community to a

VIRTUAL
SIMCHAS BEIS HASHOEIVAH

The raffle
has been
postponed until
after the shuls
are reopened.
We are still
accepting
entries to the
raffle.

Live Music Featuring
West-Coast Star
Rabbi Shua Rose

Chol Hamoed Sukkos - Tuesday, October 6 - 8:00pm
https://zoom.us/j/3497542180 PW: GWCK - Dial-in #: 301-715-8592 Meeting ID: 349 754 2180

