
The Shabbos Shorts is sponsored this week by 
Marilyn & Morris Edeson on the occasion of their 58th Wedding Anniversary on November 4, 

and by Faith Ginsburg and family to commemorate the Yahrzeit of 
Gil Ginsburg (Gershon Yosef ben Yisroel Moshe) 

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah - Shabbos Shorts 
October 30 - 31, 2020 - 13 Cheshvan 5781 - Parshas Lech Lecha 

Light Candles by 5:51 - Havdalah 6:49 
 
      

      
 

 

 
  
 
   

Shabbos Schedule 
Limited Minyanim are now taking place at YISE under Montgomery County’s 

Phase 2 guidelines. All Minyanim require advance registration and 
confirmation. If you are interested in attending Minyanim and have not already 
registered, please go to https://www.yise.org/minyan If you are registered for a 

Minyan and are unable to attend at that time, please do not go to a different 
Minyan. If you have any questions, please contact minyan@yise.org 

Friday Night: 
• Light Candles by 5:51 
• Mincha: 6:00 

If you Daven Kabbalos Shabbos prior to Shkia (6:09 PM), it is preferable 
to Daven Mincha prior to Plag (5:02 PM). 

Shabbos Day: 
• Shacharis: 7:30, 9:00, 9:30, 10:35 (Sephardi) 
• Mincha: 2:30, 5:00 
• Shabbos ends/Maariv: 6:49 

Weekday Shiurim
Options for remote learning are listed below. For the latest list 

and updated times, go to: 
 https://wp.yise.org/remote-learning-schedule/ 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim 
followed by a 15-minute Shiur on the Parsha. Sunday 
through Friday 8:30 AM - Zoom A. 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum - Daily - one chapter of Tehillim, 
followed by a 15-minute Halacha Shiur. Sunday through 
Thursday, 7:30 PM - Zoom A. 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Mussar Study Group for Women 
(spiritual self-improvement), Sundays at 9:30 AM, Zoom A. 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Gemara Shiur for Men, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, 6:00 AM, Zoom A. 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Nach Shiur, Wednesdays at 11:00 
AM, Zoom A. 

 Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Women’s Navi Shiur, now studying 
Sefer Yehoshua,Wednesdays at 8:00 PM, Zoom A. 

 GWCK Sunday Kollel Brunch and Learn for Men and 
Women - Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM 
 Unraveling the Navi with Rabbi Hillel Shaps, Zoom B. 

 Rabbi Tuvia Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, 
Sundays at 10:00 AM, Zoom F. 

 Rabbi Yonatan Zakem’s Shiur for men & women, Pearls of 
Prayer, exploring the depth and meaning of our daily prayers. 
Sunday evenings, will resume on Chanukah. 

 GWCK presents CLAS (Community Learning at 
Shomrai) - 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (except as noted). For more 
info. contact Rabbi Hillel Shaps, hshaps@gwckollel.org 347-
869-9361. 
 For Men & Women - Zoom C (except as noted): 
 Mondays: (for men only) Rabbi H. Shaps, On the Same 

Page Gemara, Zoom B. 
 Tuesdays: Rabbi Winter - Torah Topics 
 Wednesdays: Rabbi Grossman - Reading Responsa 
 Thursdays: Rabbi Grossman - Parshas Hashavua, 9:00 PM 

 For Women - Zoom D: 
 Mondays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Parsha Journeys 
 Tuesdays: Mrs. Sara Malka Winter - Bereishis in-Depth 

 Semichat Chaver Program, Tuesdays at 9:00 PM with 
Rabbi Hillel Shaps. For more information, please contact 
Rabbi Hillel Shaps: hshaps@gwckollel.org 

 The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Barry 
Greengart’s Shiur on Daily Halachos for men & women, 
Tuesdays 9:15 AM, Zoom E. 

 Rabbi Moshe Arzouan's Advanced Gemara Shiur for 
Men, learning Maseches Gittin on Wednesday evenings, 
8:00 PM, Zoom G. 

Connection Details: Go to https://zoom.us/join/ and enter the 
meeting ID, or call 301-715-8592 and enter the meeting ID & 
password: 
Zoom A: ID: 416 963 9000, password 492019 
Zoom B: ID: 349 754 2180, password GWCK 
Zoom C: ID: 746 455 2195, password GWCK 
Zoom D: ID: 601 853 4021, password Winter 
Zoom E: ID: 970 1398 4837, password 613 
Zoom F: ID: 978 8156 7874, password RabbiHyatt 
Zoom G: ID: 539 496 3506, password ygwarz 

Mazal Tov 
• Leah & Michael Bandler on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, 

Elisheva Keren Bandler, and to her parents, Clare Goldwater & Jeremy 
Bandler of Jerusalem. 

• Teresa Berman on the engagement of her grandson, Natan Siegel, to 
Gavriella (Gabi) Lerner of Teaneck, NJ. 

• Laurie & Stuart Cohen on the birth of a granddaughter, Chava Shaina 
(Lila Belle), to Mira & Chaim Abramson of Baltimore. Mazal Tov also to 
siblings Judah, Ayden, and Noah. 

• Vivian & Arnie Kirshenbaum on the engagement of their grandson, 
Morrie Rosenblum, to Aviva Lidagoster of Riverdale, NY. Mazal Tov to 
all of the aunts, uncles and cousins in Baltimore, New York and 
Lincolnwood, Illinois. 

• Sara Silver on the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter, Chani, daughter of 
Bessie Milch, in Pittsburgh this Shabbos. Mazal Tov to also to great-
grandmother Vivian Silver. 

• Mindy and Shmuel Tolchinsky on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, 
Avraham Asher, son of Sarah & Zvi Tolchinsky of Cleveland, OH. Mazal 
Tov to Avraham Asher’s siblings, to grandparents Miriam & Sheldon 
Feinstein, to great-grandparents Janet Rottenberg and Yehuda 
Tolchinsky, and to all of the aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

• Mindy and Shmuel Tolchinsky on the birth of a granddaughter, Tamar 
Naomi, born to Sarah & Zvi Tolchinsky of Cleveland, OH, on Shabbos, 
during her brother's Bar Mitzvah! Mazal Tov to Tamar Naomi’s siblings, to 
grandparents Miriam & Sheldon Feinstein, to great-grandparents Janet 
Rottenberg and Yehuda Tolchinsky, and to all of the aunts, uncles, and 
cousins. 

Condolences 
• Ari Mizel on the passing of his father, Monroe Mizel. The funeral took 

place on Thursday. Shiva visits may be made via Zoom (preferred), phone 
or email. Zoom Meeting ID: 933 603 8119, password: 2020. Phone 301-
593-0402. Email arimizel@gmail.com Shiva virtual visiting times: Motzei 
Shabbos: 8:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Sunday through Tuesday: 10:00 AM - 1:00 
PM and 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM. 

YISE Youth Announcements 
Mentalism Beyond Belief with David Jaison - Motzei Shabbos, 
November 21, 7:30 PM on Zoom A. For middle and high school students. 
See flyer for details. 



 
 
   

 

 
 

The Week Ahead Sunday 
November 1 

Monday 
November 2 

Tuesday 
November 3 

Wednesday 
November 4 

Thursday 
November 5 

Friday 
November 6 

Limited Minyanim will take place at YISE next week, advance registration and confirmation required. You are encouraged to Daven at home 
at the same time as a Minyan at YISE. Shacharis: Sunday 6:30 AM/7:30 AM/8:45 AM; Monday through Friday 6:00 AM/7:00 AM/8:45 AM. 

Mincha/Maariv: Sunday - Thursday: 4:55 PM. 
Halachic Times: Earliest Talis and Tefilin: 5:49 AM, Latest Krias Shema: 9:13 AM, Earliest Mincha: 12:22 PM 

Next Shabbos Shorts Deadline: Wednesday, November 4 at 12:00 Noon 
Submit items for the Shabbos Shorts to: announce@yise.org 

Office Phone: 301-593-4465   Office Fax: 301-593-2330 
Eruv line: 301-593-5561  E-Mail: office@yise.org Website: www.yise.org 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

     Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum                               Yale Ginsburg - President 
   Simi Franco - Office Manager 

Next Shabbos 
November 6 - 7, 2020 - 20 Cheshvan 5781 

Parshas Vayeira 
Light Candles: 4:43 

Havdalah: 5:42 

Community Programs & Listings
Free Outdoor Flu Shots for the Family - Sunday, November 1, 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM, at Berman Hebrew Academy, 13300 Arctic Avenue, and Sunday, 
November 8, 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM, at Torah School of Greater Washington, 2010 Linden Lane. Shots administered in your car. Ages 6-months and up. 
Brought to you by Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and Yad Yehuda of Greater Washington. Shots administered by Holy Cross Healthcare. For more 
information, contact info@bikurcholimgw.org or office@yadyehuda.org 
Kemp Mill Toastmasters - Wednesday, November 4, 8:00 PM - 9:15 PM. See what Toastmasters is all about and find out how you can become a more 
confident communicator. Contact Manasseh Katz at vppr@kempmilltoastmasters.com for more info. Zoom meeting ID: 986 546 841, password: 3671 
The Golden Network Presents: Rabbi Roy Rosenbaum’s Shiur on “Higher Biblical Criticism: A Popular - but Highly Flawed - Theory” for 
men & women, Thursdays at 10:15 AM on Zoom. Meeting ID: 970 1398 4837, Password: 613 
Refuat Hanefesh Free Online Facilitated Peer Support Groups for COVID-19 Related Struggles 
 Adults (18+) experiencing isolation or loneliness, led by Dr. Avi Muschel, Mondays, 8:00 PM, 11/9, 11/23, 12/7,12/21, 1/4, 1/18.  
 Older adults (55+) experiencing isolation or loneliness, led by Dena Croog Cohen, Wednesdays, 7:30 PM, 11/4, 11/18, 12/2, 12/16, 12/30, 1/13. 
 Grief and loss due to the loss of a loved one to COVID-19, led by Lauren Bahar, MSW, Tuesdays, 8:00 PM, 11/3, 11/17, 12/1, 12/15, 12/29, 1/12. 
 Parents of children with specialized needs who feel impacted by the pandemic (This group is co-sponsored by Makor Disability Services.), 

Tuesdays, 8:00 PM, 11/3, 11/17, 12/1, 12/15, 12/29, 1/12. 
For more information, contact Noam Stein at noamstein@refuathanefesh.org or go to www.refuathanefesh.org 
Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington Hope and Healing Gala - Event streaming on November 8, 10:00 AM, honoring BCGW volunteers Sid 
Diamond, Arlene Groner and Marcia Kerchner. Register online at https://www.bikurcholimgw.org  
Journey to Virtue: Self-Development through Jewish Study - Wednesdays, 8:00 PM on Zoom. Discover the great wisdom of the Jewish 
tradition to help you reach your full potential, enhance your relationships, and live life with greater meaning! Presented by Rabbi Hillel Shaps. The 
journey continues. Join any time! No cost. Zoom info and registration at linksgw.org/classes  
Remote Night Shiurim from YGW - Sunday 8:30 PM - 9:15 PM, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Blate; Monday/Wednesday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi 
Ahron Lopiansky; Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 PM - 9:30 PM, Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold. Register at 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/1715843153121/WN_n6jNGqUpTpCN6ikCabUutA  
Daf Yomi Shiur currently meets online via a WebEx video conference. There is still room for a few more participants. Anyone interested may 
email Judd Lifschitz at lifschitz@slslaw.com to be added to the invite list. Sunday 7:00 AM, Monday - Thursday 9:00 PM, Friday 5:45 PM. 
Daily Halacha Program from Rabbi Eliyahu Reingold - Receive one every day in your inbox. Visit dvarhalacha.com and click “Sign Up.” 
Kemp Mill Village is providing friendly phone calls and limited deliveries during the pandemic. Call 1-833-KMV-20902 to request service or to 
volunteer. See kempmillvillage.org for more information. 
Silver Spring Gemachim - For a complete list: www.gemachexchange.com 

YISE Programs and Listings
Kristallnacht Program on Zoom - Sunday, November 8. 7:00 PM - Virtual Video Presentation: Children Saved from the Nazis; The Story of Sir 
Nicholas Winton. 8:00 PM - Post-Video Discussion with Rabbi Rosenbaum and Rabbi Weinberg, “The Impact of our Actions in the Face of 
Challenges.” Please join our community for this thought-provoking and meaningful commemoration. Zoom ID: 655 813 1022 Password: 365636  
Preschool Director - YISE is seeking a warm and caring director for the 2021-2022 school year to help re-open our dynamic preschool, the starting 
point for an outstanding Jewish and General Studies education. (We are closed for the 2020-2021 school year due to COVID-19.) The position will 
begin part-time in January 2021 and become full time in July to enable the director to implement the return to a full learning program, which will 
include hiring staff, updating curriculum, and recruiting students. Early Childhood training and experience is required and previous director 
experience is an advantage. Please send your resume and at least two references before October 30 to Susan Koss at skoss@yise.org  
Rabbi Koss's Monthly Jewish History class - now on Zoom! Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington and the YISE Chesed Committee - Rabbi 
Koss will be speaking on a topic in Jewish history, Monday, November 2, from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM on Zoom. Meeting ID - 871 7697 8136, 
password 329598. Call-in 301-715-8592. For more information, contact Miriam Friedman at mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
Unity in the Community in Difficult Times - Join the Greater Washington community for words of inspiration with Rabbi Paysach Krohn. 
Sunday, November 15, 8:30 PM on Zoom. Meeting ID: 964 8488 1332, password 613613. See flyer for details. 
Go Social! Want to reconnect with shul friends you lost touch with these past COVID-19 months? We’re missing our Shul buddies as well! 
YISE’s Social Committee to the rescue! We want your energy to help lead new (virtual, of course) programs. Sahra Ginsburg sahra@ginsburg.cc 
Sharon Shimoff sharonshimoff@gmail.com and Max Rudmann max.rudmann1@gmail.com are waiting to hear from you. We already have 
something fun planned for Chanukah, so stay tuned. Details coming soon.  
Helping Hands Across Kemp Mill is a part of YISE's Chesed Committee. The program helps members undergoing serious medical crises. We 
are always looking for volunteers to help. To be a part of this program by helping with meals, visitation, shopping, childcare, etc., contact: 
Melanie Karlin, 301-681-4740, mskarlin@gmail.com or Miriam Friedman, 301-754-1517, mfriedman2@yahoo.com 
The Rachel Bassan Horwitz Fund is used for medical needs in our area, elsewhere in the US, and in Israel. In order to continue this much-
needed medical fund, your financial help is needed! Tax deductible contributions may be made payable to: YISE Charity SPECIAL Fund, c/o 
Norma Burdett, 11720 Lovejoy St., Silver Spring, MD 20902. Earmark: Bassan Fund. For more info: Norma Burdett, 301-593-5964 or Pearl 
Bassan, 301-649-3137. 
Shiurim from Rabbi Gedaliah Anemer, ZT”L, are available at http://audio.yise.org 



Dvar Torah Dedications/Sponsor a Shiur 
During this difficult time, we pray to Hashem that the day that we can all come together again in Tefillah and Torah study in good health 
arrives speedily. Until that point, YISE continues to offer a number of different remote learning options. These options are now available 
for sponsorship on an individual Shiur or a daily basis. 

Our current limited ability to Daven with a Minyan and to say Kaddish is difficult and a challenge. However, sponsoring a Shiur or other 
Torah learning is a meaningful way to commemorate a Yahrzeit or honor a loved one. Sponsorships are also a great way to celebrate a 
Simcha or any other milestone, while helping YISE at a time when many of the Shul's other sources of revenue are not available. 

1. The following individual Shiurim are available for sponsorship at $18 (per day):
 Daily Morning (Sunday through Friday) Tehillim and Parsha Shiur
 Daily Evening (Sunday through Thursday) Tehillim and Halacha Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Study Group for Women
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tuesday or Friday Morning Gemara Shiur for Men
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Morning Nach Shiur
 Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Night Chumash Navi Shiur for Women
 Rabbi Grauman - Rabbi Hyatt’s Gemara Shiur, Sunday Morning

2. Sponsorship of the Morning and Evening Tehillim and Parsha/Halacha Shiurim together is available for $25.
3. The Pre-Shabbos Drasha video is available for sponsorship at $54.

Please email office@yise.org to sponsor. Thank you for your support. 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
Looking for a way to celebrate someone's upcoming birthday or anniversary? For an $18 donation, you can include the name (birthday) or 
names (anniversary) in this section of the Shabbos Shorts. Please send the following information to office@yise.org - Sponsor name, 
Birthday or anniversary date, Name (birthday) or names (anniversary). The birthday or anniversary will be listed in the Shabbos Shorts 
based on the date of the event. 

Thank you to this past week’s Shiurim sponsors: 
Rabbi Rosenbaum's Tehillim/Parsha and Halacha Shiur 
 Bill and Ruthie Konick in thanks to HaKodosh Baruch Hu for Chaim Oriel Yehuda's Bris. May it be a foretaste and a harbinger for

Refuos for all who are in need. 

Rabbi Rosenbaum's Sunday Morning Mussar Shiur 
 Bill and Ruthie Konick in thanks to HaKodosh Baruch Hu for Chaim Oriel Yehuda's Bris. May it be a foretaste and a harbinger for

Refuos for all who are in need. 
 Louis and Judy Morris in memory of Judy's father, Akiva ben Harav Mordechai, Z”L, for the thirteenth Yahrtzeit.
 Debbie Rogal in commemoration of the Yahrzeit of her grandfather, Robert Feldman, Z”L.

Rabbi Rosenbaum's Wednesday Nach Shiur 
 Marvin Konick, Mazal Tov to Ayelet and Yosef Konick on the Bris of their son, Chaim Oriel Yehuda.

Rabbi Rosenbaum’s Erev Shabbos Parsha Drasha 
 Rochelle Dimont and the Dimont, Ginsburg & Neuman families to commemorate the Yahrtzeit of their Bubbie and great-

grandmother, Chaya Sarah Tarshish, Z”L. 
 Bev Morris in memory of her beloved father, Jacob (Jack) M. Morris, Yitzchak ben Shaya V'Malka, Z”L, on 16 Marcheshvan.
 Dolores & Len Schwartz and Melanie & Sandy Karlin to commemorate the 36th Yahrtzeit of their father and grandfather, Martin

Choina, Mordechai Menachem ben Yisroel Yaakov, Z”L.

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Updates 
 Outdoor Minyan - If you are interested in an outdoor Minyan without a tent, subject to weather

conditions, please email Ari Elias-Bachrach at outdoor@yise.org 
 Advance registration for Minyanim is required and space is limited. Go to

https://www.yise.org/minyan to register. If you have changes to your original registration form, 
please send an email to minyan@yise.org with details. 

 If you attend Minyanim at other locations during the week, you may not attend Minyanim at YISE
the same week. The week starts fresh each Friday night. 

 All other activities at YISE are cancelled, including Youth Groups, Shiurim and special events.
 The Shul office is still open, but hours may vary.
Let us Daven to Hashem to keep all of us in good health and to return our lives to normal as soon as 
possible. In protecting each other as we navigate this unfolding situation, may we grow stronger as 
individuals and as a community. 

Fall Back to
Standard Time 

Don’t forget to change your clocks 
Motzei Shabbos. 

At this time, we do not have a late 
Maariv scheduled. If you are interested 
in a late Maariv, please email 
minyan@yise.org 



web

In	commemoration	of	Kristallnacht	
Kemp	Mill	Synagogue	and	 oung	Israel	Shomrai	Emunah	present	Y

Children Saved from the Nazis: 
The Story of Sir Nicholas Winton 

With	courage	and	determination,	Sir	Winton	saved	669	Jewish	children	
from	certain	death	in	the	aftermath	of	Kristallnacht.	*	

*On	Kristallnacht,	 Nazis	in	Germany,	Austria	and	Sudetenland	torchedNovember	9-10,	1938,	
synagogues,	vandalized	Jewish	homes,	schools	and	businesses	and	killed	close	to	100	Jews.

Sunday,	November	8,	2020	
7:00pm							Virtual	Video	Presentation	
8:05	pm						Post-Video	Discussion	by	our	Rabbis

“The	Impact	of	our	Actions	in	the	Face	of	Challenges”	
Featuring	Rabbi	Rosenbaum	and	Rabbi	Weinberg

Zoom	ID:	655	813	1022			Password:	365636	

"Children	Saved	from	the	Nazis"	will	be	close-captioned.	
There	will	be	an	ASL	interpreter	for	the	post-video	discussion.	





YISE/KMS Youth Departments present

Who: Middle and High School Students
When: November 21st @ 7:30pm

Where: zoom.us
Meeting ID: 416 963 9000

Passcode: 492019



Covenant and Conversation: R. Jonathan Sacks 
The Courage not to Conform - Leaders lead. That 
does not mean to say that they do not follow. But 
what they follow is different from what most people 
follow. They don’t conform for the sake of 
conforming. They don’t do what others do merely 
because others are doing it. They follow an inner 
voice, a call. They have a vision, not of what is, but 
of what might be. They think outside the box. They 
march to a different tune. 
  Never was this more dramatically signalled than in 
the first words of God to Abraham, the words that set 
Jewish history in motion: “Leave your land, your 
birthplace and your father’s house and go to the land 
that I will show you.” 
  Why? Because people do conform. They adopt the 
standards and absorb the culture of the time and 
place in which they live – “your land.” At a deeper 
level, they are influenced by friends and neighbours 
– “your birthplace.” More deeply still they are 
shaped by their parents, and the family in which they 
grew up – “your father’s house.” 
  I want you, says God to Abraham, to be different. 
Not for the sake of being different, but for the sake 
of starting something new: a religion that will not 
worship power and the symbols of power – for that 
is what idols really were and are. I want you, said 
God, to “teach your children and your household 
afterward to follow the way of the Lord by doing 
what is right and just”. 
  To be a Jew is to be willing to challenge the 
prevailing consensus when, as so often happens, 
nations slip into worshipping the old gods. They did 
so in Europe throughout the nineteenth and early 
twentieth century. That was the age of nationalism: 
the pursuit of power in the name of the nation-state 
that led to two world wars and tens of millions of 
deaths. It is the age we are living in now as North 
Korea acquires and Iran pursues nuclear weapons so 
that they can impose their ambitions by force. It is 
what is happening today throughout much of the 
Middle East and Africa as nations descend into 
violence and into what Hobbes called “the war of 
every man against every man.” 
  We make a mistake when we think of idols in terms 
of their physical appearance – statues, figurines, 
icons. In that sense they belong to the ancient times 
we have long outgrown. The way to think of idols is 
in terms of what they represent. They symbolise 
power. That is what Ra was for the Egyptians, Baal 
for the Canaanites, Chemosh for the Moabites, Zeus 
for the Greeks, and what missiles and bombs are for 
terrorists and rogue states today. 
  Power allows us to rule over others without their 
consent. As the Greek historian Thucydides put it: 
“The strong do what they wish and the weak suffer 
what they must.” Judaism is a sustained critique of 
power. That is the conclusion I have reached after a 
lifetime of studying our sacred texts. It is about how 
a nation can be formed on the basis of shared 
commitment and collective responsibility. It is about 
how to construct a society that honours the human 
person as the image and likeness of God. It is about a 
vision, never fully realised but never abandoned, of a 
world based on justice and compassion, in which 
“They will neither harm nor destroy on all My holy 
mountain, for the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea”. 

  Abraham is without doubt the most influential 
person who ever lived. Today he is claimed as the 
spiritual ancestor of 2.3 billion Christians, 1.8 billion 
Muslims and 14 million Jews, more than half the 
people alive today. Yet he ruled no empire, 
commanded no great army, performed no miracles 
and proclaimed no prophecy. He is the supreme 
example in all of history of influence without power. 
  Why? Because he was prepared to be different. As 
the Sages say, he was called ha-ivri, “the Hebrew,” 
because “all the world was on one side (be-ever 
echad) and he was on the other”. Leadership, as 
every leader knows, can be lonely. Yet you continue 
to do what you have to do because you know that the 
majority is not always right and conventional 
wisdom is not always wise. Dead fish go with the 
flow. Live fish swim against the current. So it is with 
conscience and courage. So it is with the children of 
Abraham. They are prepared to challenge the idols 
of the age. 
  After the Holocaust, some social scientists were 
haunted by the question of why so many people were 
prepared, whether by active participation or silent 
consent, to go along with a regime that was 
committing one of the great crimes against humanity. 
One key experiment was conducted by Solomon 
Asch. He assembled a group of people, asking them 
to perform a series of simple cognitive tasks. They 
were shown two cards, one with a line on it, the 
other with three lines of different lengths, and asked 
which was the same size as the line on the first. 
Unbeknown to one participant, all the others had 
been briefed by Asch to give the correct answer for 
the first few cards, and then to answer incorrectly for 
most of the rest. On a significant number of 
occasions the experimental subject gave an answer 
he could see was the wrong, because everyone else 
had done so. Such is the power of the pressure to 
conform: it can lead us to say what we know is 
untrue. 
  More frightening still was the Stanford experiment 
carried out in the early 1970s by Philip Zimbardo. 
The participants were randomly assigned roles as 
guards or prisoners in a mock prison. Within days 
the students cast as guards were behaving abusively, 
some of them subjecting the “prisoners” to 
psychological torture. The students cast as prisoners 
put up with this passively, even siding with the 
guards against those who resisted. The experiment 
was called off after six days, by which time even 
Zimbardo had found himself drawn into the artificial 
reality he had created. The pressure to conform to 
assigned roles is strong enough to lead people into 
doing what they know is wrong. 
  That is why Abraham, at the start of his mission, 
was told to leave “his land, his birthplace and his 
father’s house,” to free himself from the pressure to 
conform. Leaders must be prepared not to follow the 
consensus. One of the great writers on leadership, 
Warren Bennis, writes: “By the time we reach 
puberty, the world has shaped us to a greater extent 
than we realise. Our family, friends, and society in 
general have told us – by word and example – how 
to be. But people begin to become leaders at that 
moment when they decide for themselves how to 
be.” 
  One reason why Jews have become, out of all 
proportion to their numbers, leaders in almost every 
sphere of human endeavour, is precisely this 

willingness to be different. Throughout the centuries, 
Jews have been the most striking example of a group 
that refused to assimilate to the dominant culture or 
convert to the dominant faith. 
  One other finding of Solomon Asch is worth 
noting. He noted that when just one other person was 
willing to support the individual who could see that 
the others were giving the wrong answer, it gave him 
the strength to stand up against the consensus. That 
is why, however small their numbers, Jews created 
communities. It is hard to lead alone, far less hard to 
lead in the company of others even if you are a 
minority. 
  Judaism is the counter-voice in the conversation of 
humankind. As Jews, we do not follow the majority 
merely because it is the majority. In age after age, 
century after century, Jews were prepared to do what 
the poet Robert Frost immortalised: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I, 
I took the one less travelled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 
It is what makes a nation of leaders. 
Shabbat Shalom: Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
 “The Lord said to Abram: ‘Get out of your country, 
and from your homeland, and from your father’s 
home, to the land that I will show you.’”  Abraham’s 
father, Terah, is often perceived as a primitive 
symbol of an outmoded religion, from whom his 
iconoclast, revolutionary son broke away to adhere 
to a new faith that would ultimately redeem the 
world. “Get out of your father’s home,” says God to 
the newly-penitent Abraham. 
  But what if there is another way of looking at 
Terah, more in accord with the actual words of the 
Torah? What if it was Terah who had discovered 
God first—rendering Abraham less a trailblazer and 
more a faithful follower? Perhaps Abraham was not 
so much a rebellious son as he was a respectful son, 
who continued and built upon the road laid out for 
him by his father? 
  After all, there is every reason to believe that when 
God tells Abraham to go forth from his country, his 
birthplace, to a land that God will reveal, God is 
communicating to a man who was already aware of 
Him, and of a mind-set that was most probably based 
on a religious perspective first learned at home. 
  Terah himself was at one time an idolater, but may 
have turned to the One God while Abraham was yet 
a very young lad, or even before Abraham was born. 
I suspect that a subtle clue testifying to the 
correctness of this position is to be found in an 
enigmatic verse: 
  “Terah took his son, Abram; his grandson Lot, the 
son of Haran; and his daughter-in-law, Sarai, the 
wife of his son Abram; and they set out together 
from Ur of the Chaldeans for the land of Canaan; but 
when they had come as far as Haran, they settled 
there. The days of Terah came to 205 years; and 
Terah died in Haran.” 
  Why does Terah set out for Canaan, the very place 
where Abraham himself ends up at the relatively 
advanced age of seventy-five at the behest of the call 
from God? Could Abraham have been completing 
the journey his father had begun decades earlier? 
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And what was special about Canaan? Why would 
Terah have wished to journey there, and why does 
the Torah believe the journey significant enough to 
mention Terah’s effort to arrive at that destination? 
  Further on in this portion, Abraham (then Abram) 
wages a successful war against four despotic kings in 
order to save his nephew Lot, who along with others 
had been taken captive by them. Malkizedek, the 
King of Shalem (“Jeru” = city, “Shalem” = peace) 
and a priest of God on High, recognizes the justice 
of Abram’s battle against tyranny, and greets the 
victor with bread and wine, offering the benediction: 
  “Blessed be Abram to God on High, Maker of 
heaven and earth, and blessed be God on High, Who 
delivered your enemies into your hand.” 
  Abram then gives Malkizedek, whom he clearly 
respects, a tribute of one tenth of his spoils. The city 
of Shalem (Jerusalem) was the capital city of Canaan
—and this is the first time it is mentioned in the 
Bible. Malkizedek literally means “the King of 
Righteousness”, and Jerusalem is biblically known 
as the “City of Righteousness.” From whence did 
this Malkizedek, apparently older than Abram, hear 
of God on High (Kel Elyon)? 
  Nahmanides maintains that from the very beginning 
of the world, the monotheistic traditions of Adam 
and Noah were preserved in only one place in the 
world—Jerusalem. Its king, Shem, son of Noah, also 
known as Malkizedek, was a priest to God-on-High. 
If this is the case, it is plausible that Terah was 
someone who had come to believe in this One God 
even in the spiritual wilds of Ur of the Chaldeans—
and therefore set out for Canaan, the land of 
monotheism, where he wished to raise his family. 
  Terah may even have had personal contact with 
Malkizedek, who greets the son of his friend with 
religious words of encouragement to the victor of a 
religious battle in which right triumphed over might, 
a victory of the God of ethical monotheism. Like so 
many contemporary Jews who set out for Israel, 
Terah had to stop half way and didn’t quite make it. 
But all along God was waiting for Terah’s son to 
embrace the opportunity to continue where his father 
had left off. 
  The common view of Terah has Abraham defying 
his father’s way of life as he creates his own path, 
becoming in effect a model for many modern day 
ba’alei teshuva (penitents) who attempt to radically 
break away from non-believing parents, rejecting 
everything from their past. 
  According to the understanding we have suggested 
here, however, Abraham is actually following in his 
father’s footsteps, building on the foundation built 
by his father, redefining his father’s way of life, and 
for the first time in history, paving the way for 
himself and others to move up the spiritual ladder by 
not only continuing, but also advancing. 
The Person inthe Parsha: R. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
Walking With and Walking Before - When I was 
still a pulpit rabbi back in Baltimore, I would meet 
with a group of teenagers from time to time. The 
agenda was open-ended, and my goal was to 
encourage the group to share their feelings and 
attitudes freely. One of the favorite topics chosen by 
the kids was their school curriculum and what they 
found wrong with it. 
  I learned many things from this group of 
adolescents, whose critique of the curricula of the 
schools they attended was sharp and accurate. I 
particularly remember the outburst of one 
exceptionally creative young man. Let us call him 
Josh. 
  He was a student in a very academically oriented 
high school which put its major emphasis upon 
textual study. “What am I supposed to do with my 
creativity”, he asked. “Where is there room in the 
school for me to express my artistic talents?” 

  I was hard-pressed to come up with an answer for 
Josh’s pained query. All I could say was that he was 
personally experiencing a tension which pervades 
the history of our religious faith. It is the tension 
between conformity to the rules and regulations of 
our sacred texts versus the natural and powerful 
human need for creative expression and innovation. 
  Our religion reveres tradition and continuity. 
Attempts to question tradition and to stake out new 
spiritual turf have been typically viewed in our 
history as heresy and rebellion. Is there no room for 
creative novelty in our faith? 
  I think that there is room for such creativity, and I 
think that it is none other than Abraham himself who 
is the first example in the Torah of innovative 
ingenuity, within the context of religious service. 
  In this week’s Torah portion, Lech Lecha, we find 
God Himself describing Abraham as one who “walks 
before Me”, “hit’halech lefanai…”. Our sages 
contrast this description of Abraham with an earlier 
description of Noah, to be found in last week’s Torah 
portion. There we read, “Noah walked with God”, 
“et haElokim”. Noah walked with God, whereas 
Abraham walked before Him. 
  Noah walked with God and required Divine support 
to live his religious life. He was not able to walk 
before God. He could not take the initiative and 
strike out on his own. He needed to be certain of 
God’s will before he could act. 
  Abraham, on the other hand, walked before God. 
He stepped out on his own and risked acting 
independently and creatively. He was confident in 
his own religious judgment and did not require 
God’s prior approval for all of his actions. Indeed, he 
dared to challenge God’s own judgment. 
  Thus, we never find Noah speaking out in defense 
of his generation, nor does he pray for their 
salvation. Abraham, on the contrary, forcefully 
defends sinful Sodom and Gomorrah and prays even 
for his adversaries. 
  Of Moses too, it can be said that he walked before 
God. He broke the tablets on his own initiative, and, 
according to our sages, added a day to God’s own 
timetable for giving the Torah. In both cases, we are 
told that the Lord congratulated him for his bold 
creative actions. 
  I remember reading an anecdote about Rav Kook, 
the first chief Rabbi of the Holy Land, which 
illustrates his preference for the creative genius over 
the person who just conforms. Rav Kook once had to 
decide a halachic issue by resolving a disagreement 
between two great Talmudic authorities. The dispute 
was between the author of Darchei Teshuvah, a 
monumental anthology of halachic dicta, and the 
Maharsham, who authored many volumes in 
response to questions arising from the circumstances 
of new technological inventions. 
  Rav Kook decided in favor of the Maharsham over 
the Darchei Teshuva. He argued that whereas the 
latter was a gaon me’asef, a genius at recording the 
opinions of others, the former was a gaon yotzer, an 
inventive genius. The creative authority trumped the 
expert anthologist. 
  One of the areas of psychology which has always 
fascinated me has been the research on the 
phenomenon of human creativity. One line of that 
research suggests that there are two modes of 
thought of which we are all capable, although some 
of us are better at one and some are better at the 
other. 
  There are those of us who are convergent thinkers. 
Our ideas connect and ultimately merge with the 
ideas of our predecessors and peers. Others think 
divergently, and their ideas veer from earlier norms 
and carve out new paths and different solutions. 
  The contrast between Abraham and Noah suggests 
that although Abraham was the model of ultimate 

obedience to God’s will, he nevertheless was capable 
of divergent thinking. He was able to walk before 
God. Noah, however, could only think convergently 
and, figuratively speaking, needed to hold God’s 
hand. 
  It is important that we realize that creativity is not 
at odds with spirituality and with faithful adherence 
to meticulous religious observance. We must not be 
afraid of our own powers of creative thinking. 
  The realization that there is a place for creativity in 
the worship of the Almighty is especially essential 
for those who are responsible for the curricula of our 
educational institutions. They must be on guard 
never to stifle the wonderful creative impulses which 
typify youth. They must cultivate those impulses and 
allow for their expression within our tradition. And 
we must allow for the development of contemporary 
Abrahams, and not be satisfied to raise a generation 
of mere Noahs. 
Dvar Torah: Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 
Did you know that Sheva Brachot are in the 
Paraha of Lech Lecha? - Immediately after 
Hashem commands Avram and Sarai to uproot 
themselves from the land of Mesopotamia in order to 
make Aliyah ‘el ha’aretz asher areka’ – to the land 
which Hashem will show them. Hashem follows up 
by giving seven blessings to Avram; ‘Ve’escha L’goi 
gadol’ – and I will make you into a great nation, 
‘v’avarechecha’ – and I will bless you, ‘Veagadla 
Shemecha’ – and I will make your name great, 
‘v’heye bracha’ – and you will be a blessing, 
‘V’avarcha mevarachecha’ – I will bless those who 
bless you, ‘umcallecha a’or’ – and I will curse those 
who curse you. And the seventh blessing is 
‘v’nivrechu vecha kol mishpachot ha’adama’ – and 
may every family on earth be blessed thanks to the 
impact you will have on them. 
  Such wonderful blessings! And actually these seven 
blessings match the sentiments that accompany our 
good wishes to every bride and groom for whom we 
recite ‘sheva brachot’ under the ‘chupa’ and during 
the first seven days of their marriage. We want them 
to be blessed by Hashem, we want them to have a 
positive impact on their surroundings. We want 
Hashem to be with them always and to prevent 
others from standing in the way of their success. 
  There is a further strong comparison. You see the 
term ‘lech lecha’ appears twice in the bible, once in 
our parsha of Lech Lecha and the second, 
fascinatingly, in a weeks’ time, when we will read in 
Parashat Va’eira, ‘v’lech lecha el eretz hamoria’ – 
uproot yourself, make an Aliyah, to the land of 
Moriah and that’s where the akeida (the binding of 
Isaac) took place. 
  What Hashem wanted to say to Avram was that it is 
not good enough just to make a physical Aliyah to 
the Holy Land. Within the Holy Land you need to 
make a subsequent spiritual Aliyah to Moriah – 
which according to our tradition stands for 
‘she’misham yozeit chora’ah l’yisrael’ – ‘from there 
instruction emerges for the people of Israel’. As it 
says in the verse ‘ki metzion tezei torah’ the torah 
comes forth from Zion’ which is Moriah/Jerusalem. 
  Similarly we would like to inspire every bride and 
groom to embark on a double Lech Lecha. First of 
all may God bless them that they should reach the 
promised land of their dreams and that in their 
marriage they will not only bond together physically 
but to have a spiritual Aliyah, leading to a 
meaningful and fulfilled life of engagement with our 
torah and with our roots. 
  So what we find, quite unexpectedly, is that already 
in the Parasha of Lech Lecha, as soon as there was a 
couple on earth who recognised the truth of the one 
living God, not only did Hashem give them his 
blessing, he provided the key for them to be a 
blessing for everyone on earth.
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Our Parashah opens with Hashem’s command to Avram
(Avraham) to leave his homeland and travel “to the land that I
will show you” (Eretz Yisrael). A Midrash relates that Hashem
told Avraham: “Travel from place to place and your name will
become great throughout the world, like a bowl of perfume.”
Avraham was promised that wherever he went, he would leave
a positive impression, as a bowl of perfume leaves an aroma in
every room through which it is carried, and in that way the
entire world would come to recognize Hashem.

R’ Gedaliah Silverstone z”l (1871-1944; rabbi in Belfast,
Ireland; later rabbi of Congregation Ohev Shalom in
Washington, D.C.) writes: We, the Jewish People, have been
exiled from our Father’s table and have gone from diaspora to
diaspora and wandering to wandering, while the other nations
sit tranquilly and securely in their lands. Yet, we still take pride
in being the chosen nation, and we declare in our prayers on
every Yom Tov, “You have chosen us from among all the
nations!” Likewise, we say in our blessings over the Torah,
“Who has chosen us from among all the nations.”

R’ Silverstone continues: We could ask ourselves, “In what
way do we feel chosen? In what way do we feel loved?” The
answer is that we understand that our exiles and wanderings
serve the same purpose as Avraham’s wanderings: Hashem
moves us from place to place so that we can make a positive
impression, just as one does with a bowl of perfume.  (Korban
Pesach Al Haggadah Shel Pesach)

Tefilah
This year, we will iy”H devote this space to discussing various aspects of our

prayers.
In the first installment, we presented the view of R’ Moshe ben Maimon z”l

(RambaM; 1135-1204; Spain and Egypt) that the Torah commands us to pray,
though it does not dictate the frequency or text of prayer. Our Sages instituted
the text of our three daily prayers when they saw that people were no longer
fluent enough to compose their own prayers in Hebrew, RambaM explains.

Last week, we presented the differing opinion of R’ Moshe ben Nachman z”l
(RambaN; 1194-1270; Spain and Eretz Yisrael) that prayer is not a Torah
obligation at all, except, perhaps, when a person is suffering or has a particular
need. RambaN adds that it is a manifestation of Hashem’s Attribute of Kindness
that He listens to our prayers and answers them.

R’ Itamar Schwartz shlita (Yerushalayim) writes: The essence of prayer
is not the three daily, obligatory Tefilot. Rather, one must enter the “World
of Tefilah.” Life with prayer is a life lived in an entirely different world. King
David says (Tehilim 69:14), “I am prayer!” meaning that his whole life was
accompanied by prayer. When one lives in the world of prayer, not a quarter
of an hour goes by without him turning to G-d in prayer with his lips or, at
least, in his thoughts. Prayer is a way of life, not something to be done only
at the specific times of the day dictated by Halachah.

R’ Schwartz continues: An authentic Jew lives his life with Hashem. He
studies Torah in Hashem’s presence, performs Mitzvot in His presence, etc.
What connects a person to Hashem all day long? What gives him a feeling of
togetherness with Hashem all day long? Prayer! If one prays only at a few
fixed times during the day, how does that prayer form a connection?

(B’lvavi Mishkan Evneh I p.94)
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“This is My covenant which you shall keep between Me and you

and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be
circumcised.”  (17:10)

R’ Yaakov Chagiz z”l (1620-1674; Morocco, Italy, and Turkey) writes:
I was asked, “When one circumcises his son, is the proper blessing: ‘Who
sanctified us with his Mitzvot and commanded us Al Ha’milah / regarding
the circumcision,’ or is it ‘Who sanctified us with his Mitzvot and
commanded us La’mool / to circumcise’?”

In order to answer this, R’ Chagiz writes, we need to understand the
nature of the additional blessing that the father recites at a circumcision:
“Who sanctified us with his Mitzvot and commanded us to bring him [the
child] into the covenant of Avraham Avinu.” Why are there two blessings
for the same Mitzvah? [The Mohel, who serves as the father’s agent to
circumcise the baby, recites the blessing mentioned in the first paragraph
above, and then the father recites the just-mentioned second blessing.] If
one would send an agent to perform another Mitzvah on his behalf, there
would not be two Berachot recited!

R’ Chagiz explains: Halachah states that, if a father does not circumcise
his son, society as a whole is obligated to ensure that the child is
circumcised. Thus, when a Mohel circumcises a baby, he plays a dual role:
he is the father’s agent, and he also fulfills his independent obligation to
ensure the child has a Brit Milah. That is why there are two blessings: the
father’s blessing (“To bring him into the covenant of Avraham Avinu”) is a
Berachah on his personal obligation, while the Mohel’s blessing covers
society’s general obligation. The Mohel cannot say, “Who . . . commanded
us La’mool / to circumcise,” for Hashem did not command this particular
Mohel to circumcise this particular child; rather, all Jews are commanded.
Instead, the Mohel should recite the more general text: “Who . . .
commanded us Al Ha’milah / regarding the circumcision.” And, once that
text was established for the Mohel to recite, a father who circumcises his
own child recites the same Berachah, in addition to reciting his personal,
second blessing, “To bring him into the covenant . . .”  

(Halachot Ketanot I 49)

“Those whose hope is in Hashem will exchange strength.” 
(Yeshayah 40:31--from the Haftarah)

R’ Yitzchak of Volozhin z”l (Belarus; died 1849) writes: There is
literally an “exchange” taking place--physical strength for spiritual
strength. For example, if one studies Torah until he is physically exhausted,
the strength that was sapped from his body moves to his soul. But, one who
does not expend physical energy on Torah and Mitzvot does not increase
his spiritual energy.  (Footnote to his father’s Ruach Chaim 1:1)

2
“So Avram went as Hashem had spoken to him . . . and they left to go to the

land of Canaan.”  (12:4-5)
R’ Moshe Shoham z”l (approximately 1740-1820; rabbi of Dolina, Ukraine)

asks: Of course, if he went as Hashem commanded, then he left to go to Canaan!
He explains: We read about Avraham’s father at the end of last week’s

Parashah that he took his family and “They departed . . . from Ur Kasdim to go to the
land of Canaan.” Why did he not make it? Terach had an ulterior motive: he needed
to flee Ur Kasdim, so he decided to go to beautiful Eretz Yisrael. Such a person does
not deserve the Holy Land. In contrast, Avraham’s only intention was to fulfill
Hashem’s command; he left only “to go to the land of Canaan.”  (Divrei Moshe)

“When Avram heard that his kinsman [Lot] was taken captive, he armed
his disciples . . .”  (14:14)

The Gemara (Nedarim 32a) teaches: Why was Avraham punished that his
descendants were enslaved in Egypt for 210 years? Because he took Torah scholars
to war! [Until here from the Gemara]

R’ Yitzchak Arieli z”l (1896-1974; Mashgiach of Yeshivat Merkaz Harav; author
of Enayim La’mishpat) observes that Mashiach will be a descendant of Lot.
[Mashiach will come from King David, who came from Ruth the Moabite, who was
a descendant of Lot.] We see how Hashem brings the cure--the Final Redemption--
from the very same source as the malady--the first exile, i.e., both are results of
Avraham’s rescuing Lot.  (Haggadah Shel Pesach Shirat Ha’geulah p.55)

From the same work:
“He said to Avram, ‘Know with certainty that your offspring shall be aliens

in a land not their own. They will serve them, and they will oppress them four
hundred years’.”  (15:13)

In fact, as the Gemara quoted above notes, Bnei Yisrael were in Egypt for only
210 years. We say about this in the Pesach Haggadah, “The Holy One, He is Blessed,
calculated the end.”

R’ Arieli explains: From the moment that Avraham Avinu was told that his
descendants would be enslaved, he felt their pain. Hashem factored in Avraham’s
pain when He “calculated the end,” counting the 400 years from Avraham’s days
rather than from when Bnei Yisrael actually arrived in Egypt.  (Ibid p.56)

More from the same work:
“Afterwards they shall leave with great wealth.”  (15:14)
We read in the Haggadah, “If He had given us their money and not split the sea

for us, it would have sufficed!”
What good would the Egyptians’ wealth have been to Bnei Yisrael if the latter

had lost their lives when the Yam Suf failed to split? R’ Arieli explains: The wealth
that Bnei Yisrael received from the Egyptians removed the stigma of slavery from
Bnei Yisrael by making them paid workers. That was the real purpose of stripping
the Egyptians of their wealth, not to enrich Bnei Yisrael or even to demoralize the
Egyptians. That is why it was important enough for Hashem to mention in His
prophecy to Avraham.  (Ibid p.67)



 

'RECONCILIATION IS LEGITIMATE EVEN WITH ENEMIES' (Arutz-7 
10/29/20) 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, chairman of Sudan's Sovereignty Council, spoke 
about his country’s agreement on normalization of ties with Israel in an 
interview with Sudan TV earlier this week. 
In the interview, Al-Burhan said that "reconciliation is legitimate even with 
enemies." He explained that one can sign a reconciliation agreement with 
any country if it serves the interests of both parties, and he said that lifting 
sanctions on Sudan is part and parcel of this agreement. 
Al-Burhan added that a lot has changed since the "Three No's" resolution at 
the Khartoum Summit in 1967. He explained that the PLO and several Arab 
countries have signed agreements with Israel since then, and asked: "Why 
should we stay in 1967?" 
The Sudanese official stated that Sudan still believes that a Palestinian state 
must be established within the 1967 borders, but the Sudanese people 
cannot be left to carry the brunt of this responsibility alone. 
 
LEBANON, ISRAEL HOLD 2ND ROUND OF MARITIME BORDER TALKS 
(Israel Hayom 10/29/20) 
Lebanon and Israel held a second round of US-mediated talks Wednesday 
over their disputed maritime border. Local news reports described the 
meeting as "serious" as the two sides got down to technicalities and the 
Lebanese delegation pushed for an additional 1,430 square kilometers (550 
square miles) to be included in Lebanese territory. 
Beirut hopes that oil and gas discoveries in its territorial waters will help it 
overcome an unprecedented economic and financial crisis and pay back its 
massive debt that stands at 170% of GDP, making it one of the highest in the 
world. The talks also come to the backdrop of US sanctions that recently 
included two influential former Cabinet ministers allied with the militant 
Hezbollah group. Israel, the United States and some other Western and Arab 
countries consider the Iran-allied Hezbollah a terrorist organization. 
Israel already has developed a natural gas industry elsewhere in its 
economic waters, producing enough gas for domestic consumption and to 
export to neighboring Egypt and Jordan. 
Local media, including the English-language Daily Star, reported that the 
Lebanese side was adopting a "maximalist stance." It said Lebanon was 
pushing for the additional square kilometers to be included in Lebanese 
territory on top of the already disputed 860 square kilometer- (330 square 
mile-) area of the Mediterranean Sea which each side claims as being within 
their own exclusive economic zones. 
The local Al-Jadeed station called the talks serious and "very heated," adding 
that the Lebanese delegation's ceiling is the highest it has been and that 
there are "fundamental disputes on the starting point." 
Lebanon insists the talks are purely technical and not a sign of any 
normalization of ties. The Lebanese delegation speaks through UN and US 
officials to the Israelis. 
Israel has cast the talks in a different light. During a tour of northern Israel on 
Tuesday, Defense Minister Benny Gantz referred to "positive voices coming 
out of Lebanon, who are even talking about peace with Israel, who are 
working with us on things like determining maritime borders."  
 
ISRAEL SEES CORONAVIRUS INFECTION RATE DROP BELOW 2% 
(YNet 10/27/20) 
The Health Ministry reported on Tuesday evening that Israel's coronavirus 
infection rate has dropped below 2% for the first time in weeks. 

Health authorities have conducted over 26,000 coronavirus tests since 
midnight Tuesday and found 480 new cases, meaning 1.8% of all test results 
came back positive. 
There are currently 464 coronavirus patients in serious condition receiving 
treatment across the country's hospitals, 196 of them are on ventilators. 
Eight Israelis have succumbed to complications from COVID-19 since 
midnight, bringing the country's total virus-related death toll to 2,463 fatalities.  
Meanwhile, ahead of a partial reopening of the education system on 
November 1, the Health Ministry on Tuesday called on all teaching staff to 
get tested for COVID-19 at specially designated centers, in what health 
officials call "Operation Education Shield". 
The so-called coronavirus cabinet, which leads the government's response to 
the pandemic, voted on Monday to reopen schools for grades one through 
four on a three-day-a-week footing and the rest of the studies being 
conducted remotely. 
 
NETANYAHU: I WAS RIGHT TO CRITICIZE RABIN (JPost 10/29/20) 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who was opposition leader when then-
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin was murdered 25 years ago, defended his 
behavior in a memorial session for Rabin at the Knesset on Thursday. 
Netanyahu reminded the MKs that at the time, he said not to call Rabin a 
traitor but to criticize him for policies of giving land in the Oslo diplomatic 
process and for calling terror victims "sacrifices for peace."   
"I had an obligation to express my opposition to Rabin," Netanyahu said.    
Netanyahu accused the press back then and now for presenting only one 
side. He warned against silencing political rivals. 
"Accusing rivals of incitement to murder is undemocratic," he said. 
Meretz MKs Tamar Zandberg and Yair Golan heckled Netanyahu, accusing 
him of inciting to murder Rabin ahead of his assassination. 
Economy Minister Amir Peretz, who has Rabin's former post of Labor Party 
chairman, appeared to agree with the Meretz MKs, when he said that the 
hate of Rabin's assassin, Yigal Amir, was fed to him by "sources of 

To provide greater exposure to primary Israeli news sources and opinions in order to become better informed on the issues,  
and to gain a better understanding of the wide range of perspectives that exist in Israeli society and politics.

Issue 1231 •  October 30, 2020  •  12 Marcheshvan 5781 

We are proud to be distributed by these institutions, though they do not necessarily support or condone 
any of the material published: 
Anshei Chesed Cong., Boynton Beach, FL  Hillel at Brandeis University 
Anshe Emuna Cong. Delray Beach, FL Hillel at California State University - Long Beach 
Bergen County High School of Jewish Studies  Hillel at Columbia University 
Boca Raton Synagogue, FL  Hillel at Johns Hopkins University  
Carmel School, Hong Kong  Hillel at Yale University 
Cong. Agudath Achim, Bradley Beach, NJ Hillel High School, Deal NJ 
Cong. Ahavas Achim, Highland Park, NJ Jewish Center of Teaneck, NJ 
Cong. Ahavath Achim, Fairfield, CT Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi, Cedarhurst, NY 
Cong. Anshe Shalom, Jamaica Estates, NY Kemp Mill Synagogue, Silver Spring, MD 
Cong. Anshe Sholom, New Rochelle, NY Mizrachi Shul, Johannesburg, SA 
Cong. Beth Aaron, Teaneck, NJ North Shore Hebrew Academy HS, NY 
Cong. Beth Shalom, Monroe Twp, NJ Suburban Torah Center, Livingston, NJ 
Cong. Bnai Yeshurun, Teaneck, NJ Temple Emanuel of Pascack Valley, NJ 
Cong. Brothers of Israel, Long Branch, NJ The Learning Shul, Columbia, SC 
Cong. Etz Ahaim, Highland Park, NJ Torah Academy of Bergen County, NJ 
Cong. Ohr Torah, Edison, NJ Woodsburgh, NY Minyan 
Cong. Rinat Yisrael, Teaneck, NJ Young Israel Bet Tefilah of Aberdeen, NJ 
Cong. Shomrei Torah, Fair Lawn, NJ Young Israel of Brookline, MA 
Cong. Sons of Israel, Allentown, PA Young Israel of East Brunswick, NJ 
Cong. Zichron Mordechai, Teaneck, NJ Young Israel of Fort Lee, NJ  
Cong. Zichron R. M. Feinstein, Brooklyn, NY Young Israel of Hancock Park, CA 
Delray Orthodox Synagogue, Delray Beach, FL Young Israel of Holliswood, NY 
East Denver Orthodox Synagogue, CO Young Israel of Houston, TX 
Flatbush Park Jewish Center, Mill Basin, NY Young Israel of New Hyde Park, NY 
Harvard University Library Young Israel of North Woodmere, NY 
Hebrew Academy of Long Beach, NY Young Israel of New Rochelle, NY 
Hillel at Baruch College Young Israel of Sharon, MA 

YI Shomrai Emunah, Silver Spring, MD 
We encourage our readers to subscribe to our sources on the internet. For more information or to 

subscribe by e-mail, reach us at murray.sragow@gmail.com 



 2 

authority." 
Opposition leader Yair Lapid told the Knesset that part of Rabin's legacy is 
leadership telling the truth, keeping promises and remaining strong under 
pressure and said such leadership is missing in the Israeli government now. 
 
SETTLER LEADERS BOYCOTT WEST BANK CEREMONY MEETING 
OVER SNUB (YNet 10/28/20) 
More than one dozen heads of West Bank settlement councils boycotted a 
meeting with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday, after he 
refused to invite two senior settler leaders. Both the head of Jordan Valley 
Regional Council David Elhayani, who is also the head of the Yesha Council 
of Settlers, and the chair of the Samaria Regional Council Yossi Dagan have 
spoken out against American policy in the Middle East.  
Elhayani has publicly criticized Netanyahu’s cooperation with U.S. President 
Donald Trump, whom the Yesha leader claims is not a friend of Israel. 
Dagan meanwhile has repeatedly attacked Trump’s self-styled "deal of the 
century” plan for Middle East peace, which includes provisions for a 
Palestinian state, saying it could lead to "the establishment of a Palestinian 
terrorist state in the heart of the country." 
"We are trying to unite our forces,” wrote one of the council leaders in a 
group correspondence with his colleagues.  
“I am aware that there are statements for and against certain issues. But this 
is a festive gathering designed to honor the prime minister and the American 
ambassador, certainly not to go against them. Even with my wish to take part 
in the meeting, without everyone being invited, I do not see myself there." 
The meeting was due to take place during a signing ceremony at Ariel 
University for agreements extending Israeli-American scientific research 
cooperation to the West Bank and Golan Heights.  
Another prominent council leader wrote: “I was very hurt that some of us 
were not invited, and especially the chairman of the Yesha Council who is 
our official representative in all negotiations. We must stand up for our rights, 
and therefore I will not be attending to the meeting." 
Despite the ban, several council members did choose to meet with 
Netanyahu at the event, including the mayors of the settlements of Beitar Illit, 
Modi'in Illit and Efrat. 
"Not everyone understands that we are in the middle of navigation," 
Netanyahu told the settlement leaders.  
A senior settlement official said in response: "It is amazing how the prime 
minister on one hand signs international agreements such as a normalization 
agreement with Sudan, while on the other acts in such a petty manner that 
serves to only embarrass both himself and the residents of the West Bank.” 
 
POLICE INDICT 13 FOR COMMUNAL PRAYER DURING LOCKDOWN 
(Arutz-7 10/28/20) 
Thirteen people were indicted on Wednesday for the crime of breaching 
lockdown regulations and participating in communal prayer. 
The breaches allegedly occurred during the country’s first lockdown, just 
before or during the Pesach festival. All those indicted are residents of either 
Jerusalem or Beit Shemesh. 
The haredi website Behadrey Haredim reports that the decision of the police 
to indict is exceptional, as in the overwhelming majority of cases of breach of 
lockdown regulations, only fines are issued and no charges are made. 
Furthermore, in several of the indictments, police admit that the accused 
person was found outside a synagogue rather than praying indoors. 
One indictment, issued to a resident of the Ramat Polin neighborhood in 
Jerusalem (a haredi neighborhood), notes that the accused was found 
“outside a synagogue at around ten past eight in the morning, along with 
more than 10 other people, all praying together.” He was also charged of 
leaving the vicinity of his place of residence for a non-authorized purpose. 
Three other people from that particular prayer gathering were also indicted; 
the others were issued fines. 
Another one of the indictments issued today refers to a prayer gathering in 
Beit Shemesh. One evening, at around eight o’clock, police raided a 

synagogue and found approximately 15 people gathered for the evening 
prayer service. Many of the participants were issued fines; others have now 
been indicted, with a comment on the indictments noting that they were 
“already known to police.” 
 
ISRAEL TO ISSUE BUILDING PERMITS FOR 31 HEBRON HOMES 
BEFORE US ELECTION (JPost 10/29/20) 
The IDF is set to issue a building permit for 31 apartment units for what will 
be a new Jewish apartment complex, in the Hizkiyahu quarter in the West 
Bank city of Hebron. 
The decision to allow the Higher Planning Council for Judea and Samaria to 
push forward the project, follows its advancement and approval earlier this 
month of plans for 5,288 settler homes. 
These steps belie claims that a de facto freeze is in place with regard to 
settlement planning in light of the Israeli normalization deals with the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain. They also come in advance of the November 3 
presidential election in the United States. Support for Israel and the 
settlement movement is viewed as part of incumbent US President Donald 
Trump’s campaign. 
The left-wing group Peace Now linked the permit with the elections, in a 
statement it issued on Tuesday. 
“The attempt to squeeze in this construction of 31 settlement units before the 
US election is an unscrupulous act that threatens Israel’s national interest 
and relations on the world stage,” Peace Now said. 
The issuance of a permit is symbolic, because a Jerusalem District Court 
ordered injunction prevents construction of the project. 
The state, however, notified the court that it intends to issue the permit given 
that it believes the injunction bars construction but not planning. 
A permit for the project, which will be located on Shuhada Street in Hebron, 
was first issued in 2017, according to Peace Now, and NIS 21.6 million in 
government funds was allocated for the project the next year. 
The Palestinian Hebron Municipality and Peace Now appealed to the district 
court against the project and the case is still pending. 
Hebron’s Jewish community spokesman, Yishai Fleisher took issue with the 
lawsuit, and welcomed the state’s decision. 
“Peace Now is a European-funded extreme-left organization, which does not 
recognize Jewish rights in Judea. Thankfully, the Knesset, the Prime 
Minister's office, and now the Civil Authority - and soon the courts - will 
green-light this project and allow Jewish life to thrive in Hebron,” he said. 
“In 1836, the land in question was bought by Avraham Yisrael Romano from 
Arabs and he built a large house there. It was purchased from his heirs in 
1912 by Chabad Lubavitch which opened a Torah study institution there,” 
Fleisher said. 
“The property was taken by the Turks in 1914 and was not returned to 
Jewish hands in the British and Jordanian period. Finally, after Israel’s return 
to Hebron in the 1967 Six Day War, and after the murder of 6 students in 
Hebron in 1980, the property was returned to Jewish hands. 
“The successful Yeshivat Shavei Hebron was built on part of the lot. Now, 
finally, the Israeli government has recognized the Jewish rights in the rest of 
the property – and we thank them. Soon, Hebron will have space for 30 new 
families to live and thrive in the City of Abraham,” Fleisher said. 
The property, however, was leased first by the Jordanian government and 
then by the Hebron municipality from 1948 and into the 1980s, so that it 
could be used as a bus station. It was seized by the IDF for military use and 
the bus station was relocated. 
Initially Israel held that the land could not be used for residential purposes, 
because the Palestinians had a protected lease for the site. 
A new legal opinion, however, was issued during Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s tenure that allowed for its use, thereby paving the way for the 
project's approval. 
According to Peace Now, the construction of the modern six-story apartment 
building is a violation of the existing zoning law, which limits construction to 
two floors. 
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“According to the planning laws it is clear that the proposed project is 
contrary to the provisions of the existing plan and in a normal situation a 
detailed plan should have been prepared that would approve such 
anomalies,” Peace Now said. 
But the group overall does not believe that Jews should have a presence in 
the largely Palestinian city. 
“The settlement in Hebron is the ugly face of Israeli control of the West Bank. 
The moral and political price of having a settlement in Hebron is unbearable. 
To protect a handful of settlers in the city, the IDF is taking extreme 
measures against the Palestinian population including closing shops and 
businesses, closing streets to vehicular traffic and even banning Palestinians 
from walking down the street,” Peace Now said. 
 
RABBI CHAIM KANIEVSKY RECOVERS FROM CORONAVIRUS (Arutz-7 
10/28/20) 
Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky, the leader of the non-hasidic haredi community, has 
recovered from the coronavirus, his doctor announced Wednesday. 
Dr. Ori Rogowski announced that the 92-year-old Rabbi Kanievsky had 
recovered from the disease and that he would be able to emerge from 
quarantine. 
Rabbi Kanievsky's household announced earlier this month that he had been 
diagnosed with the coronavirus but stated that he was in 'excellent' condition. 
Prime Minister Netanyahu wrote on Twitter at the time: "I join the mass 
prayers of the people of Israel for the health of Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky. 
Please G-d, heal him." 
 
WITH NO VISITORS, JERUSALEM'S TOWER OF DAVID UNDERGOES 
MAJOR FACELIFT (YNet 1028/20) 
The coronavirus pandemic may be keeping tourists away from Jerusalem's 
ancient Tower of David citadel, but it has created a rare opportunity for the 
site to launch a massive restoration and conservation project. 
In the process, Israeli archaeologists are studying the bastion's medieval 
past in the hope of learning more about the holy city during the Crusades. 
The Old City of Jerusalem's iconic fortress contains remnants of successive 
fortifications built one atop the other stretching back over 2,500 years.  
For centuries, pilgrims, conquerors and tourists visiting the city that is holy to 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam have passed beneath the stronghold's towers 
through the adjacent Jaffa Gate. 
The Tower of David Museum's $40 million undertaking, financed in large part 
by the Clore Israel Foundation, the Tourism Ministry and Jerusalem 
municipality, seeks to preserve the ancient site and revitalize the museum a 
generation after it opened to the public in 1989. 
The citadel drew over half a million visitors in 2019, making it one of the city's 
most visited sites. But after Israel shut its borders in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic in March, tourist numbers have dropped to virtually 
zero. 
While the citadel stood empty of visitors, restoration work got underway in 
July. The galleries were gutted of their old exhibits and excavations began in 
the fortress's courtyard. 
"This is the jewel of the crown, because there's no other site in Jerusalem  
that will tell you, from the finds, from the remains, the full story," Eilat Lieber, 
the Tower of David's director and chief curator, said Wednesday.  
She said the museum is embarking on a total redesign of its exhibits with 
cutting edge media to tell the city's history, and the renovations are slated for 
completion by early 2022. 
The overhaul includes improved accessibility, the construction of a new 
visitor's center and entrance, and the addition of new galleries and 
educational space in an unused area beneath an adjacent roadway. 
The undertaking has also allowed archaeologists to excavate previously 
unstudied areas of the fortress, particularly sections dating to the Middle 
Ages. 
"All the massive renovation that is going on right here is a really rare 
opportunity for us archaeologists," said Amit Reem, a Jerusalem  

archaeologist with the Israel Antiquities Authority.  
"It's a pity to say, but the coronavirus enabled the Tower of David Museum to 
close the museum because there are no tourists, no visitors, and dedicate 
this period of time to the renovation and to the archeological project." 
Although many layers of the citadel's history are visible to visitors, Reem said 
the tower's form during the Middle Ages -- the period of the Crusades and 
their aftermath -- remains unclear. 
Jerusalem fell to the First Crusade in 1099 and traded hands between 
Christian and Muslim powers several times in the subsequent centuries. 
"We have the chance to explore the citadel from the perspective of modern 
archeologists," he said, using advanced technology to render 3D images of 
the remains from each time period. 
Reem and his team recently excavated and studied an unassuming 
underground chamber beneath the stronghold's western tower.  
The museum had used it as a storeroom, but it proved to be a medieval 
cesspit with a long tunnel running beneath the city walls. 
"We hope to find in the floor and under the floor some material that we will 
scrutinize by microscope, maybe to find to learn about the diet of the people 
here, about disease," he said. 
 
COULD HAWKISH FORMER MK BECOME NEW HEAD OF YAD 
VASHEM? (Israel Hayom 10/28/20) 
Israel plans to nominate a former general and cabinet minister who once 
called for the expulsion of Palestinians from Judea and Samaria to head the 
Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial, officials said Tuesday. 
Effie Eitam is a religious Zionist Jew and a staunch settlement activist with a 
history of hardline rhetoric toward the Palestinians and Israel's Arab minority. 
Groups representing Holocaust survivors have expressed concern his 
appointment could tarnish one of the world's leading institutions for Holocaust 
remembrance and open it up to criticism from the Palestinian-led boycott 
movement as well as those who question or deny the Nazi genocide. 
Higher Education Minister Zeev Elkin selected Eitam for the post, Haaretz 
reported Tuesday. An Israeli official, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu supports his candidacy. A 
spokesman for Elkin did not respond to requests from The Associated Press 
for comment. 
In an interview, Eitam said Netanyahu offered him the job two months ago 
but said he has heard nothing since then. He indicated he would be 
interested in the post if the appointment becomes official and said he was 
unaware of any controversy surrounding his candidacy. A parliamentary 
committee would have to give final approval. 
Eitam, 68, served in the IDF during the 1973 Yom Kippur War and the 1982 
Lebanon War. He retired from the IDF as a brigadier general in 2000 and 
later entered politics, serving in the Knesset from 2003 until 2009. He also 
briefly served as a cabinet minister before resigning in 2005 to protest 
Israel's withdrawal from the Gaza Strip. Eitam lives in the Golan Heights. 
During the Second Intifada in the early 2000s, he advocated harsh 
measures, saying then-PLO leader Yasser Arafat and his "gang of 
murderers" should be put to death. 
Eitam described himself as a "unifier" and consensus builder and said his full  
record would be fairly reviewed. 
"Those people who will have to make the decision, no doubt they will 
consider all the aspects of the nomination and they will come to a decision," 
he said. 
Eitam would replace Avner Shalev, 81, who announced his retirement earlier 
this year after leading Yad Vashem for 27 years. A spokesman for Yad 
Vashem declined to comment. 
Yad Vashem is a non-political and almost sacred institution in Israel. Before 
the coronavirus pandemic, it regularly hosted visits by students, soldiers and 
other tour groups, as well as the country's annual Holocaust Remembrance 
Day ceremony. Visiting world leaders nearly always pay their respects at Yad 
Vashem for the 6 million Jews murdered by Nazi Germany and its 
collaborators. 
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Colette Avital, a former Israeli diplomat and lawmaker who heads the Center 
of Organizations of Holocaust Survivors in Israel, expressed concern over 
Eitam's nomination, saying Yad Vashem should be led by someone with a 
background in Holocaust research and education. 
"Yad Vashem is really the embodiment of an institution that speaks on behalf 
of minorities," she said. "It's really very difficult to accept statements like the 
ones he made." 
"There are enough people, whether it's BDS or whether it's people that deny 
the Holocaust and so on, who will say 'Look, the guy, how can he speak on 
behalf of Holocaust survivors when this is what he says about the Arabs?'" 
she said, referring to the Palestinian-led boycott, divestment and sanctions 
movement. 
Eitam's appointment may help Netanyahu domestically as he goes on trial for 
corruption and seeks to solidify his right-wing base amid weekly protests and 
widespread anger at the government's handling of the pandemic. But it could 
worsen the divide between Israel and the Jewish Diaspora, particularly 
Jewish Americans, who tend to be more liberal. 
Netanyahu has come under fire internationally and from Yad Vashem itself 
for embracing right-wing leaders in Europe who offer political support to 
Israel while also giving voice to a distorted view of the Holocaust. 
In recent years, formerly communist nations like Poland, Hungary, Lithuania 
and Ukraine have sought to blame the Holocaust entirely on Nazi Germany 
while absolving their own citizens of responsibility and commemorating anti-
Soviet fighters who collaborated with the Nazis. 
Yad Vashem also came out against a government plan in 2018 to deport 
tens of thousands of illegal African migrants, saying the issue was a "national 
and international challenge that requires empathy, compassion and mercy." 
"The experience of the Jewish people over generations heightens this 
obligation," it said. 
 
SUDAN’S DEAL WITH ISRAEL IS AGAINST ALL ODDS (Joy Malka 
Rothenberg 10/29/20) 
“From 3 NO’s to 3 YES’s,” tweeted US Ambassador Ron Dermer on October 
23. “In 1967, the Arab world infamously declared in Sudan’s capital no 
recognition, no negotiation, and no peace with Israel. Today, Sudan joins the 
UAE and Bahrain as the 3rd Arab country to make peace with Israel in 2020.” 
As Dermer noted, the Jerusalem-Khartoum accord is the third peace 
agreement signed this year with Arab states. Unlike the UAE and Bahrain, 
Sudan was directly involved in conflicts with Israel and sent troops to fight 
against the Jewish state in major Arab-Israeli wars. Prior to the peace 
agreement on October 23, Sudan considered Israel an enemy state. 
Within the week of signing the peace agreement, Israel agreed to send $5 
million worth of wheat as a welcoming gesture and part of this new 
normalization. This is significant, as Sudan is currently beleaguered by a 
food crisis, hyperinflation and a declining economy. According to the UN, 9.6 
million of Sudan’s 40 million citizens are insecure due to hunger and a 
national debt of $72 billion. Sudan consumes 2 million tons of wheat per 
year; Israel’s initial gesture of peace sets a positive tone. 
The Republic of Sudan was the largest country in Africa and the Arab world 
until 2011, when South Sudan became independent. Today, it is the third-
largest country in Africa. In the early part of the 19th century, extreme Muslim 
intolerance was prevalent, with forced conversion of Jews to Islam. 
A small Jewish community was established in Sudan in 1908 with the goal of 
undoing the effects of this intolerance. What is not generally appreciated is 
that Sudan was the home of a small but thriving, distinguished Jewish 
community from 1908 until the Six Day War. In the early part of the 20th 
century, this Jewish community developed in the capital city of Khartoum, 
with Jews from mostly Mediterranean countries, but also Europe. This 
community had 1,000 Jews at its peak. 
The Jewish community in Sudan was remarkably modern, Zionistic and 
aristocratic. Its members were educated in Christian schools that were part of 
the British Empire at that time. Sudan’s Jews enjoyed a rich and wonderful 

communal life that was very well-integrated, with congenial relations with its 
Muslim and Christian countrymen. 
THE CHIEF rabbi of Sudan, Rabbi Shlomo Malka, was a deeply spiritual 
visionary respected by his community as well as Sudan’s other religious 
communities. Malka was originally a kabbalist and dayan (judge) who lived in 
Tiberias, Palestine. He was sent on a mission to Khartoum to reverse the 
effects of Muslim intolerance toward its small Jewish community. 
Malka’s kabbalistic vision of treating all people with dignity, love and respect 
had generational ripple effects. He taught people to avoid hatred and 
promote peace among all human beings, regardless of race, religion or 
creed. He felt that humanity should learn from history and realize that all 
power derives from the strength of love and peace. His modus operandi was 
eloquently expressed when he was recently selected as “Tzadik of the Day” 
in Jerusalem. His impact was summarized in a poster displayed throughout 
Jerusalem by Paris-based international Jewish organization Alliance Israélite 
Universelle, as living proof of the profound and permanent effects of peace. 
Malka stated that all of humanity should maximize efforts to increase peace 
in the world by avoiding hatred and learning from destructions throughout 
history. He called all of humanity to action by increasing the power of love 
and peace. A role model for religious tolerance, the rabbi’s impact in 
Khartoum left a long-lasting impression on Sudan’s imams and leaders. 
When Malka perished in 1949, he was mourned not only by the Jewish 
community but by the chief imam and chief priest of Sudan. 
Unfortunately, the wave of religious harmony in Sudan was short-lived. The 
tide of antisemitism rose again when Sudan joined the Arab League in 1956. 
There was an inverse relationship between the rise of the State of Israel and 
intolerance toward indigenous Jews from Arab lands throughout the region. 
After the Six Day War, all remaining Jews emigrated from Sudan and 
relocated throughout the world. 
It is not widely appreciated that the Jews of Sudan had an important impact 
on the State of Israel. They played a key role in liberating founding Zionists 
from British prisons in the region, including Yitzhak Shamir, Yaakov Meridor, 
Aryeh Ben-Eliezer, Meir Shamgar, Rahamim Mizrachi and Reuven Drori. 
These and other Zionists of the Irgun and Lehi underground were imprisoned 
by the British in Palestine and subsequently deported to detention camps in 
Africa. With the aid of a few brave Sudanese Jews from Khartoum – 
including Rabbi Malka’s grandson Mayer Malka and his wife, Vickie – some 
of the prisoners were liberated from detention camps and were able to return 
to Palestine. 
THE ONLY physical remnant today of the Sudanese Jewish community is a 
Jewish cemetery in Khartoum with 18 graves. These graves have been 
preserved by current Muslim leaders who continue to recall the relationships 
the two religions enjoyed in Sudan, rooted by Rabbi Malka. Most graves that 
were in the Khartoum cemetery, including that of Malka, were relocated to 
Jerusalem in a special section of the Har Hamenuchot cemetery, marked 
“Jews of the Sudan.” The Sudanese Jewish community also had Sifrei Torah, 
which were airlifted on a cargo flight and distributed to synagogues in 
Geneva; North Bergen, New Jersey; and Herzliya. 
It seems the venerated rabbi’s profound vision played an invisible historical 
role in the peacemaking efforts of 2020. Only 70 years after Malka’s death, 
US President Donald Trump, a Christian, brokered a peace pact between the 
Islamic Republic of Sudan, a fundamentalist Muslim country, and Israel, the 
only Jewish state. Sudan is the fifth Arab country to officially recognize Israel. 
In this week’s Torah portion, Lech Lecha, God promises Abraham that he will 
be the father of many nations that will be exceedingly fruitful. Islam, 
Christianity and Judaism all consider Abraham their patriarch. God then 
creates the first accord with Abraham and endows the land of Canaan to 
Abraham’s progeny. Our modern challenge is to find a sustainable peace 
with Abraham’s other progeny. 
It is believed that the peace agreement signed last week will have a positive, 
long-lasting and profound impact. By increasing person-to-person 
communication and trade, a cooperative pathway for future generations from 
different countries and religions has been paved. 



test 

  

“And He took him outside and said, ‘Gaze, now, toward the heavens, and count the stars if 

you are able to count them!’ And He said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be!’” (15:5) 

In our Parsha, Hashem tells Avraham to gaze at the Heavens and try to count the stars. Hashem promises 

Avraham that his offspring, the Jewish people, will be compared to the stars. This begs the question, for 

what purpose are the Jewish people being compared to the stars? 

The Abarbanel gives a fascinating answer. The stars are always shining in the sky, yet their light is only 

discernable at night. We are unable to see them during the day. It is the same way with the Jewish people. 

Each and every Jew, no matter how unassuming they may be, is a shining star. Sometimes, however, the 

value of a fellow Jew is only realized at ‘nighttime,’ during times of pain and suffering. At those times, 

people tend to forget their differences and come together, appreciating the true worth of one another. 

Present times have provided numerous opportunities for people to shine and show their true colors. Let 

us utilize these uncertain times to recognize the value of each other. But, let us not only limit this 

recognition to the times of darkness, but rather appreciate our Jewish brothers and sisters at all times. 

Such an exercise will bring us together and unify us as the indivisible nation that we truly are. 

Wishing you a Good Shabbos! 

To sponsor an issue of Shabbos Delights please contact info@gwckollel.org. 
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Seeing the Stars 



 

 

Point to Ponder Parsha Riddle 

“Behold, now I have known that you are a woman of beautiful appearance.” (12, 11) 

An Aggadic Medrash says: Until now he had not noticed the quality of beauty as a result of 

their modesty. But now he recognized her quality of beauty through this incident. (Rashi) 

Avram was obligated to recognize the qualities of his wife before he married her, as the 

Gemara (Kidushin 41a) rules, “It is forbidden for a man to marry a woman without seeing 

her, perhaps after their marriage he will find a quality that he dislikes and will dislike his 

wife.” How was Avram permitted to marry Sarai without recognizing her? Avram saw her 

before they got married, but due to their extreme modesty he did not note her beauty 

afterwards, and Avram assumed that due to aging, Sarai would have lost her quality of 

beauty. However, after the incident, Avram realized that she still possessed qualitative beauty, 

he commented “now I have known…” (Maharsha Kiddushin 41a) 

Chazal (Bava Metziah 87a) relate that aging was a phenomenon that occurred only once 

people were unable to differentiate between Avraham and Yitzchak. Avraham then 

davened that he should look older, due to his age. This occurred many years after Avraham 

went to Egypt. If so, why would Avram have assumed that Sarai would have looked any 

different due to her age? 

 

How old was Avraham when he went to Eretz 

Yisroel for the first time? 
 

Who Am I? 

 

#1  WHO AM I ?   

 

Parashas Lech-Lecha relates the capture of Lot by the four kings, and his 

rescue by his uncle Avraham. Various motivations have been suggested for 

Avraham’s decision to risk his life on behalf of Lot: his perception that the 

capture of Lot by the four kings indicated that they were his enemies (Or 

Hachaim);  a sense of responsibility for Lot, either because Lot had followed 

him out of his birthplace Charan (Ramban 19:29), or because Lot’s father, 

Avraham’s brother Haran, had died in a fiery furnace as a consequence of 

professing his belief in Avraham’s G-d (Emes L’Yaakov 14:14); and the 

desire to sanctify G-d’s Name (Bereishis Rabbah 43). 

R. Moshe Tzuriel suggests that Avraham could not tolerate the gross 

injustice of the conduct of the four kings (R. Moshe Tzuriel). The idea that 

their behavior was unacceptable already appears in a remarkable comment 

of the Tosafists (Moshav Zekeinim 12:13), who suggest it as one possible 

explanation of why vbraham fought for Lot but did not do so for his wife 

Sarah when she was seized in Egypt: Avraham had tried to smuggle Sarah 

into the country, and so her seizure by the Egyptians was legitimate, under 

the principle of dina d’malchusa dina (“the law of the government is the 

law” – i.e., recognized as valid by halachah), but Lot’s capture by the four 

kings was mere kidnapping. Similarly, the Or Hachaim maintains that the 

capture of Lot by the four kings was legitimate, despite their not having 

been at war with Avraham and his family. Lot’s capture was analogous to 

the Jewish people’s capture from Sichon of territory that he had previously 

seized from Moab, despite their being adjured against hostilities against 

Moab itself. 

In general, halachah recognizes the principle that at least in conflicts 

between nations, “to the victor belong the spoils.” The Rambam rules 

(Hilchos Avadim 9:4): “When a gentile king wages war, brings captives and 

sells them, a slave who is purchased in this manner is considered a 

Canaanite slave with regard to all matters.” In this vein, the Radvaz (Shut. 

Radvaz 3:968) rules: “The law of kings is that when they capture a province 

in battle, all the houses, fields, and vineyards are theirs, and the people as 

well are theirs as tributary slaves.” 
 

1. For us I begin at night. 

2. I usually have two dozen. 

3. This week (for them) I will have more. 

4. A hook differentiates between me and 

the sea. 

#2  WHO AM I ?   

 

Last Week’s Answers 

 

1. I am cut in half. 

2. I caused sleep. 

3. I revealed. 

4. I attracted the birds. 

 

 #1 The Teiva (Ark) (I am not nature, I refer to a 

box, In English I am a place for the Torah, I got stuck 

in a “a rut.”) 

#2 Tower of Bavel (I mean confusion, I caused 

miscommunication, I was bricked, I brought 

dispersion.) 
The raffle  
has been 

postponed until 
after the shuls 
are reopened. 
We are still 
accepting 

entries to the 
raffle. 

 

Answer as many as you can.   
Each correct answer will entitle you  
to another raffle ticket and increase  

your chances of winning!  
 

 

Visit gwckollel.org to submit your answers. 

  

 

Please see next week’s issue for the answer. 

 Last week’s riddle: 

Who in the Torah had a father and father-in-law who had the 

same name? 

Answer: Noach and his wife, Na’ama. Both of their fathers were 

named Lemech. 
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