SILVER SPRING ERUV ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOX 2635
SILVER SPRING, MD 20915

giival

September 7, 2004

SSEA has already announced that there will be NO ERUV for Shabbat Shuvah (September 17-
18) because ongoing construction has been damaging the eruv. We have had to replace ten to
twenty lechis each of the past three Fridays. We cannot rely on a Wednesday inspection of the
eruv. It is likely that these problems will continue at least through the end of the Yom Tov
season. Therefore, you should not expect that we will have the eruv for Shabbat Chol HaMoed
Sukkot or for the Shabbat after Shemini Atzeret. We will inspect the eruv for Yom Kippur.

To help you cope with the possibility of not having the community eruv for Shabbat Chol
HaMoed, we have prepared the attached pamphlet which gives general guidance on how to
construct an eruv for your sukkah. SSEA and our halachic advisor, Rabbi Anemer, are concerned
that people will rely on the pamphlet without obtaining competent advice on specific
construction of their own eruvs. The are many halachic details involved in building a kosher
eruv, and it is very easy to make a mistake. We have seen a variety of errors, many of them
being beyond differences in halachic opinions. Obviously, your Rabbi and the SSEA volunteers
cannot be expected to go check every home eruv on the Friday before Sukkot. Nevertheless, we
are making this pamphlet available through SEHC, YISE, SSJC, and KMS. We hope you will
use the information wisely, with proper respect for halachah.
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